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WHEREAS all government 
ought to be inilituted and 
Supported for the fecurity and pro* 
teftion of the community as Urch, 
and to enable the individuals who 
«ompofe it to enjoy their natural; 
rights, and the other bleffings which 
the author of exigence has beftowed 
Upon man ; and whenever thefe great 
ends of government are not obtained, 
the people have a right, by common 
content, to change it, and take feci* 
measures as to them may appear ne- 
Cefiary to promote their fafety and 
happinefs. And whereas the inha- 
bitants of this common-wealth have, 
in consideration of protection only* 
heretofore acknowledged allegiance 
to the King of Great-Britain, and 
the faid King has not only withdrawn 
that protection, but commenced and 
Vol. V. 



ftill continues to carry on, with un- 
abated vengeance, a molt cruel and 
ttnjuft war againft- them, employing 
therein not only the. troops of Great* 
Britain, but fbseigtt mercenaries, ra- 
vages and Haves, for the avowed p*s> 
pofe of reducing them to a total and 
abjeft fubmiffion to the defpotic do* 
mination of the BrkHh parliament, 
with many other a£U of tyranny, 
(more fully fet forth in- the Declara- 
tion of Congrefs) whereby all alle* 
giance and "fealty to the faid King 
and his fucceflbr* are diflblved and at 
an end, and all power and authority 
derived from him ceafed in thefe co- 
lonies. And whereas it is abfokte* 
ly neceffary for the welfare and fafety 
of the inhabitants of faid -colonies, 
that they be henceforth free and inde- 
pendent ft&USj and that juft> perm 4- 
A neat 
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nfht and proper foritts of*government 
exift in every part of them, derived 
^om> and founded on the; authority 
o/, tJw«p«ple oniy/ &grj&able to the 
directioti»pi the. ITononYabV'Ameri- 
canCpQrQefii. t Jfi*i <he*RcprefeBta- 
tWe*.cif fM f»ctnIeh^if # Ptrfnfy!vinia 
in General Convention met, for the 
exprefs purpofe of framing fuch a go- 
vernment, confefling the goodnefs of 
the great Governor of the Univerfe 
(who alone knows to what degree of 
earthly happinefs mankind may at- 
tain by perfecting the arts of govern- 
ment) in permitting the people of 
thisilate, by common con fen t, and 
without violence, deliberately to form 
for themfelves fuch juft rules as they 
fhall think beft, for governing their 
future fociety ; and being fully con- 
vinced that it is our indifpenfable 
duty to eftablifh fuch original princi- 
ples of government as will bell pro- 
mote the general happinefs of the 
people of this Hate and their pofterity, 
and provide for future improvements, 
without 1 partiality for or prejudice 
agfiinft any particular clafs, feci or 
denomination of men whatever, Do, 
by virtue of the authority vefted-in us 
by our conftituents, ordain, declare 
and eftablifh the following Declara- 
tion of Rights and Frame of Govern- 
ment to be The Conftitution of the 
Common-wealth, and to remain in 
force therein for ever, unaltered, ex- 
cept in fuch articles as fhall hereafter 
On experience be found to require im- 
provement, and which fhall by the 
fame authority of the people, fairly 
Relegated as this frame of govern- 
ment directs, he amended or im- 
proved for the more effectual obtain- 
ing and fecuring the great end and 
defign of all government, herein be- 
fore mentioned* , 

CHAPTER t. 
A Declaration . of tbt* Rights of the 
v Inhabitants of tbt State of PetmfyL 

<uania. 
. I. THAT all men are born equal- 
Jy free and independent, and have 
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certain natural, inherent and unalien- 
able rights, amongfl which are the 
enjoying and defending life and liber- 
ty, acquiring, pofTeuing and pro- 
tecting property, and purfuing and 
Obtaining happinds and fafety. 

II. That all men have a natural 
and unalienable right to worfhip Al- 
mighty God according to the dictates 
of their own confeiences and under- 
ftanding : And that no man ought or 
of right can be compelled to attend 
any religious worfhip, or erect or 
fupport any place of worfhip, or 
maintain any miniftry, contrary to* 
or againft, his own free will and con- 
tent: Nor cart any man, who ac- 
knowledges the being of a God, be 
juftly deprived or abridged of any 
civil right as a citizen, on account of 
his religious fentiments or peculiar 
mode of religious worfhip : And that 
no authority can or ought to be vefted 
in* or attained by, any power what- 
ever, that fhall in any cafe interfere 
with, Or in any manner controul, 
the right of confidence in the fr€e 

-exercife of religious worfhip. 

III. That the people of this ftate 
have the fole exclufive and inherent 
right of governing and regulating 
the internal police of the fame. 

IV. That all power being original- 
ly inherent in, and confequently de- 
rived from, the people ; therefore all 
officers of government, whether legif- 
lative or executive, are their trufteea 
and fervants, and at all times ac- 
countable to them* 

V. That government is, or ough^ 
to be, inftttuted for the common he- 
nefit, protection and fecurity of the 
'people, nation or community; and 
not for the particular emolument or 
advantages! any fingle man, family 
or fet of men who are a part only of 
that community : And that the com- 
munity hath an indubitable, unalien- 
able and indefeafible right to reform, 
alter or abolifh government in fuch 
manner as fhall be by that commu- 
nity judged moft conducive to the 
public weaL VI. 
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*^VI. That thofc who are employed 
in the legislative and executive bufi- 
nefs of the (late may be reftrained 
from oppreffion, the people have a 
right, at fuch periods as they may 
think proper, to t reduce their public 
officers to a private ftatiou, and fup- 
p!y the vacancies by certain and re- 
gular elections. 

VII. That all elections ought to 
be free ; and that all free men having 
a fufficient evident common intereft 
with, and attachment to the commu- 
nity, have a right to elect officers, or 
be elected into office. 

VIII. That every member of fo- 
ciety hath a right to be protected in 
the enjoyment of life, liberty apd 
property, and therefore is bound to 
contribute his proportion towards the 
cxpence of that protection, and yield 
his peifonal fervicc, when neceflary, 
or an equivalent thereto : But no 
part of a man's property can be jpftly 
taken front him, or applied to pub- 
lic ufes, without his own confent, or 
that of his legal reprefentatives i Nor 
can any man who is confeientioufly 
fcrupulous of bearing arms, bejuftly 
compelled thereto, if he will pay 
fuch equivalent : Nor are the people 
bound by any laws, but fuch as they 
have in like manner aflented to, for 
(heir common good. 

IX. That in all profecutions for 
criminal offences, a man hath a right 
to be heard by himfelf and his coun- 
cil, to demand the caufe and nature 
of his accufarion, to be confronted 
with the witncflei, to call for evidence 
in his favour, and a fpeedy public 
trial, by an impartial jury of the 
country, without the unanimous con- 
fent of which jury he cannot be found 
guilty : Nor can he be compelled to 
give evidence againfl himfelf: Nor 
can any man be juftly deprived of his 
liberty, except by the laws of the 
land or the judgment of his peers. 

X. That the people have a right 
to hold themfelvcs, their houfes, pa- 
pers and poffeffions free from fearch 
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or leisures and therefore warrant* 
without oaths or affirmations fjrft 
made, affording a fufficient founda- 
tion for them, and whereby any offi- 
cer ot meflenger may be commanded 
or required to fearch fufpected places, 
or to feize any perfon or perfpns, his 
or their property, not particularly 
defcribed, are contrary to that right, 
and ought not to be granted. 

XI. That in controverfies refpect- 
ing property, and in fuits between 
man and man, the parties have a 
right to trial by jury, which ought 
to be held facred. 

XII. That the people have a right 
to freedom of fpeech, and of writing, 
and publishing their fentiments ; 
therefore the freedom of the preft 
pught not to be reftrained. 

XIII. That the people have a right 
to bear arms for the defence of them* 
felves and the (late ; and as ftanding 
armies, in the time of peace, are dan- 
gerous to liberty, they ought not td 
be kept up : And that the military 
mould be kept under Ariel fubordi- 
nation to, and governed by, the 
civil power. 

XIV. That a frequent recurrence 
to fundamental principles, and affirm 
adherence to juftice, moderation, 
temperance, induftry and frugality, 
are abfolutely neceflary te* prefervo 
the bleflings of liberty, and keep a 
government free: The people ought 
therefore to pay particular attention 
to thefe points in the choice of officers 
and representatives, and have a right 
to exact a due and conftant regard to 
them, from their iegiHators and ma- 
giftrates in the making and executing 
fuch laws as are neceiTary for the 
good government of the flate, 

XV? That all men have a natural 
inherent right to emigrate 4om one 
ftate to another that will receive them, 
or to form a new ftate in vacant 
countries, or in fuch countries as 
they can puxchafe, whenever they 
think that thereby they may promote 
their own happinefs, 

A 4 - XVl^ 
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XVI. That th^peopje have a right 
to afemble together, "to" con fult for 
their common good, to inftrutt their 
reprefehtatives, and to apply to the 
legiflature for redrefs of grievances, by 
addrefs, petition or remonftrance. 
CHAPTER IL 
Plan or Frame' of Government* 
Sect, i. The commcnrwealth, or 
ftate of Pennfyfvariia fhallbe governed 
hereafter by an afTembly of the repre- 
fentatives of the freemen of the fame, 
< and a prefident and council, in man- 
ner and form following — 

Sect. 2. The fupreme legiflative 
power (hall be veiled in a houfe of 
reprefentatives of the freemen of the 
fcommon-wealth or ftate of Pennfyl- 
Vania. 

Sect, 3. The fupreme executive 
power {hall be vefted in a prefident 
and council. 

Sect. 4. Courts of juftice fhall be 
eftabliflied in the city of Philadelphia 
and in every county of this ftate. 
. Sect. 5, The freemen of this com- 
mon-wealth and their fons fliall be 
trained and armed for its defence, 
under fuch regulations, reftridtions 
jjuad exceptions as the general aflembly 
ffiallby law direct, preferving always 
to the people the right of chufing 
their colonel and all commiffioned 
officers under that rank in fuch manner 
and as often as by the faid laws fhall 
be directed, 

Sect. 6. Every freeman of the full 
age of twenty-one years, having re- 
fided in this ftate for the fpace of one 
whole year next before the day of 
election for reprefentatives, and paid 
public taxes curing that time, fhall 
pnjoy the right of an elector : provided 
always, that fons of freeholders of the 
age of twenty-one years fliall be en- 
titled to vote although they have no,t 
paid taxes. 

Sect. 7. The houfe of reprefenta- 
tives of the freemen, of this common- 
wealth fhall confift of peffons moll 
noted for wifdom ajad virtue, to "he 
chofen -by' thd freejmen of evejy city 
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and county of this common -weakH^ft 
fpectively. And no perfon fhall be 
elected unlefs he has refided in the 
city or county for which he fhall be 
chofen two years immediately before 
the faid election ; nor fhall any mem- 
ber, while he continues fuch, hold 
any other office except in the militia. 
Sect. 8. No perfon fliall be capable 
of being elected a member to ferve in 
the houfe of reprefentatives of the 
freemen of this common-wealth more 
than four years in feven. 

Sect. 9. The members of the houfe 
of reprefentatives fhall be chofen an- 
nually by ballot by the freemen of the 
common-wealth, on the fecond Tues- 
day in October for ever, (except this 
prefent year) and fhall meet on the 
fourth Monday of the fame month, 
and fhall be ftiled, The General Af- 
fembly of Reprefentatives of the Free- 
men of Pennfylvania, and fhall have 
power to choofe their fpeaker, the 
treafurer of the ftate, and their other 
officers ; fit on their own adjourn- 
ments ; prepare bills and enact them 
into laws ; judge of the elections and 
qualifications of their own members ; 
they may expel a member, but not a 
fecond time for the fame caufe ; they 
may adminifter oaths or affirmations 
on examination of witnefles; redrefs 
grievances ; impeach ftaie criminals^ 
grant charters of incorporation ; con- 
ftitute towns, boroughs, cities and 
counties : and fhall have all other 
powers ncceftary for the legiflature of 
a free ftate or common-wealth; — But 
they fhall have no power to add to, 
alter, abolifh, or infringe any part of 
this conftitution. ' 

Sect. 10. A quorum of the houfe of 
reprefehtatives fhall confift of twd 
thirds of the whole number of mem- 
bers elected ; and having met and 
chofen their fpeaker, fhall each of 
them before they proceed to bufineft 
take and. fubferibe, as well the oath 
or affirmation of fidelity and allegiance 
herein after directed, as the following 
oath or affirmation, viz, 

'" ■ - ■■'•■• «x 
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*,« I ■ i do fwear (or affirm) 

€t that as a member of this aiTembly, 
** I will not propofe or aflent to any 
" bill, vote, or resolution, which 
<( fhall appear to me injurious to the 
" people ; nor do confent to any a& 
" or thing whatever that mail have a 
" tendency to leffen or abridge their 
*' rights and privileges, as declared 
*' in the confutation of this ftace ; bat 
* £ will in all things conduct myfelf as 
'* a faithful honefi reprefentative and 
*' guardian of the people, according 
" to the beft of my judgment and 
'* abilities." 

And each member, before be takes 
his feat, fhall make and fnbfcribe the 
following declaration, viz. 

" I do believe in one God, the 
** Creator and Governor of the Uni- 
M€ verie, the rewarder of the good 
** and.punifher of the wicked. And 
f I .do acknowledge the Scriptures of 
** the Old and New Teftament to be 
" given by Divine Inipiration." 
' And no further or other religious 
teft fhall ever hereafter be required of 
any civil officer or magiitrate in- this 
ftate. 

Seft. 1 1. Delegates to reprefent this 
ftate in CongreS fhall .be cbofen by 
ballot by the future general aflembly 
at their firft meeting, and annually 
far ever afterwards, as long as fuch 
reprefentation fhall be neceflary. Any 
delegate may be mperfeded at any 
time, by the general aflembly ap* 
pointing another in his ftead. No 
man. fhall fit in Congrefs longer than 
two years fuccefiively, nor be capable 
of re-eiettien for three years aftcr T 
wards; and no per ion who holds any 
office in the gift of the Congrefs fhall 
hereafter be elected to reprefent this 
common-wealth in Congreis, 

Se&. Z2. If any city or cities, 
conn ty.. or counties fhall nogleft or 
reFufe tor elect, and ,&nd leprefentatives 
to the general aflembiy, Uvo thirds of 
die members from the cities cr coun- 
ties, -that .do cleft anil fend repre- 
sentatives, provided they be a majority 



of the cities and counties of die whofc 

ftate when met, fhall have all the 
powers of the general afTembJy as fully 
and amply as if the whole welt 

prefent. 

Sea. 13. The doors of the honfc 
in which the repre fen ta rives of the 
freemen of this ftate mull fit in general 
affembry, mall be and remain open 
for the admiflion of all perfbtis who 
behave decently, except when the 
welfare of this ftats may require the 
doors to be fhut. 

Se&. 1 4, The votes and proceedings 
of the general aflembly frail be printe£ 
weekly during their fitting, with the 
yeas and nays on any ^ueftion, vote 
or refolmion, where any two mem^ 
beta require rt, except when the vote 
is taken by ballot; and when the 
yeaB and nays are fo taken, every 
member mall have a ri*ht to infert 
the reafbnl of his vote u|>on the mi* 
mates, if he deiire.it. 

Sett. 15. To the end that laws be- 
fore they are enatfed may be more 
maturely confidtred, and the incon- 
venience of hafty determinations at 
much as poffible prevented, all bills 
of a public nature mall be printed for 
the confi leration of the people, before 
thiy are read in general atfembly the 
lift time for debate and amendment | 
and except on occasions of fudden 
• neceffity, (hall not be paffed into hm 
until the next feiflon of aflembly ; and 
fjr the more per.'ect iatisfattion of the 
public, the reafons and motives for 
making fuch laws mail be ful.y and 
clearly expreffcd in the -preambles. 

Sea. 10. The ftileof the laws of 
this common -wealth ihall be, <( Beit 
enatied, and it is hereby enaclei by 
the reprcfefttatives of the freemen of 
the common-wealth of Pennfyivania*, 
in general affcrnbly met, and by the 
authority of the tame." And the 
general aflembly mall affix their feal 
to erery bill, as foon as it is enafted 
hw fa kw, which feal fhall be kept 
by the aifrmbly and fhall be called, 
The Seal of the Laws of Pennfyivania, 

and 
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and fhall not b« ufcd for any other 
purpofe. 

Sea. 17. The city of Philadelphia 
and each county in this commons- 
wealth refpectively, fhall on the firft 
Tuefday of November in this prefent 
year, and on the fecond Tuelday in 
October, annually for the two next 
fucceeding years, to wit, the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and feventy- 
feven, and the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and feventy-teight, chufe 
fix perfons to reprefent them w,general 
aftembly. But as reprefentation in 
proportion to the number of taxable 
inhabitants is the only principle which 
can at all times fecure liberty and 
make the voice of the majority of the 
people the law of the land; therefore 
the genera) aiTembly (hall caufe com- 
pleat lifts of the taxable inhabitants in 
the city and each county in the com- 
mon-wealth refpectively, to be taken 
and returned to them, on or before 
the laft meeting 0/ the aiTembly, 
elected in the. year one thoufand feven 
hundred and feventy-eight, who (hall 
appoint a reprefentation to each, in 
proportion to the number of taxable* 
in fuch returns, which reprefentation 
ihall continue for the next feven years 
afterward*, at the end of which, a 
new return of the taxable inhabitants 
ihall be made, and a reprefentation 
agreeable thereto appointed by the 
faid aiTembly, and (o on feptennially 
for ever, The wages of thfc-repre-r 
fentatives in general aflembly, and all 
other ftate charges ihall be paid out of 
the ftate treafury. 

Sect. jS. In order that the freemen 
of this common -wealth may enjoy the 
benefit of election as equally as may 
be until the reprefentation ihall com- 
mence, as directed in the foregoing 
feclion, each county at its own choice 
may be divided into districts, hold 
elections therein, and elect their re- 
presentatives in the county, and their 
other elective queers; as. ihall be here- 
after regulated by the general af? 



fembly of this ftate* And no inha- 
bitant of this ftate fhali have more 
than one animal vote at the general 
election for reprefentatives in af- 
fembly. 

Sect. 19. For the prefent, the fu- 
preme executive council of this ftate 
ihall connft of twelve perfons, chofen 
in the following manner : Th<p free- 
men of the city of Philadelphia and of 
the counties of Philadelphia, Chefter 
and Bucks refpectively, ihall choofe 
by ballot one perfon for the city and 
one for each county aforefaid, to (erve 
for three years, and no longer, at the 
time and place for electing repre- 
fentatives in general aflembly. The 
freemen of the counties of Lancafter, 
York, Cumberland and Berks, ihall 
in like manner, elect one perfon for 
each county refpectively, to ferve as 
coanfellors for two years and no 
longer. And the counties' of Nor- 
thampton, Bedford, Northumberland 
and Weftmoreland refpectively, ihalr, 
in like manner, elect one perfon for 
each county, to ferve as counfellors 
for one year and no longer. And at 
the expiration of the time for which 
each counfellor was chofen to ferve, 
the freemen of the city of Philadelphia 
and ofthefeveral counties in this Hate 
refpectively, (hall elect one perfon to 
ferve as counfellor for three years, and 
no longer;, and fo on every third 
year for ever, $y this diode of elec- 
tion and continual rotation, more 
men will be trained to public bufmefs, 
there will in every fubfequent year he 
found in the council, a number of 
perfons acquainted with the proceeds 
ings of the foregoing years, whereby 
the bufmefs will be more confiftently 
conducted, and moreover the danger 
of eftablifhing an inconvenient arifto- 
cracy, will be effectually prevented. 
All vacancies in the council that may 
happen by death, refignation, or 
other wife, ihall be filled at the next 
general election for reprefentatives in 
general affembly, unlefs a particular 
. . .. election 
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tlc&ion for that pnrpofe fhall b? 
foofler appointed by the president and 
council. "No member of the general 
aflembly or delegate in congrefs, fhall 
be chofen a member of the council. 
The prefidentand vice-prefident fhall 
be chofen annually by the joint bal- 
lot of the general aflembly and coun- 
cil, of the members of the council. 
Any perfon having fervea as a coun- 
fellor for three fucceflive years, fhall 
be incapable of holding that office for 
four years afterwards. Every member 
of the council fhall be a juftice of the 
peace for the whole commonwealth, 
by virtue of his office. 

In cafe new additional counties fhall 
hereafter be erected in this ftate, fach 
county or counties mall cleft a coun* 
fellor, and fnch county or counties 
fhall be annexed to the next neigh- 
bouring counties, and fhall take ro- 
tation with fuch counties. 

The council fhall meet annually, 
at the fame time and place with the 
general aiTembly* 

The treasurer of the ftate, truftees 
of the loan-office, naval officers, col- 
lectors of cuftoms or excife, judge of 
the admiralty, attornies-general, fhe- 
riffs, and prothonotaries, fhall not be 
capable of a feat in the general af- 
fembly, executive council, or conti- 
nental congrefs. 

Sect. 20. Theprefident, and in his 
abfence the vice-prefident, with the 
council, five of whom fhall be a quo- 
rum* fhall have power to appoint and 
commiffionate judges, naval officers, 
judge of the admiralty, attorney-ge- 
neral and all other officers, civil and 
military, except fuch as are chofen by 
the general aflembly, or the people, 
agreeable to this frame of govern- 
ment and the laws that may be made 
hereafter ; and fhall fupply every va- 
cancy, in any office, occafxoned by 
death, refignation, removal or difqua- 
lification, until the office can be filled 
in the time and manner directed by 
law or this conftitution. They are to 
correfpond with other ftates, and 
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tranfad bufinefi wijh the, omceri x>t 
government, civil and military > and 
to prepare fuch bufinefs as may ap- 
pear to them neceflary, to lay before 
the general aflembly. They fhall fit 
as judges, to hear and determine on 
impeachments 1 , taking to their affif- 
tance, for advice only, tbejuftices o( 
the fupreme court. And fhall have 
power to crant pardons, and remit 
fines, in afl cafes whatsoever, except 
in cafts of impeachment ; and in cam 
Of treafon and murder fhall have 
power to grant reprieves, but not to 
pardon, until the end of the next fet* 
fkms of aflembly ; but there fhall be 
no remiffion or mitigation of punifh* 
ment on impeachments, except by act 
of the legislature ; they are alfo to 
take care that the laws be faithfully 
executed ; they are to expedite the 
execution of fuch meafures as may be 
refblved on by the general aflembly ; 
and they may draw upon the treafury; 
for fuch funis as (hall be appropriated 
by the houfe : they may alio lay em- 
bargoes, or prohibit the exportation 
of any commodity, for any time, not 
exceeding thirty days, in the recefs of 
the houfe only : they may grant fuch 
licences as mall be directed by law, 
and fhall have power to call together 
the general aflembly when necefTary, 
before the day to which they fhall 
ftand adjourned. The president fhall 
be commander in chief of the forces 
of the ftate, but (hall not command 
in perfon, except advifed thereto by 
the council, and then only (o long aa 
they fhall approve thereof. The pre ■ 
fident and council fhall have a fecre- 
tary, and keep fair books of their prc» 
ceedings, wherein any counsellor may 
enter his diflent, with his reafons in 
fupport of it. 

Sect. ai» All commiflions fhall be 
in the name, and by the authority of 
the freemen of the common-wealth of 
Pennfylvania, fealed with the ftate 
feal, figned by the prefjdent or vice- 
prefident, and attefted by the fecre- 
tary ; .which feal fhall be ;kept by the 
council. Sect. 
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Every" dBteel ©f^-ftate, r their officers fftaHBe pa4d an adequate 
but moderate eomperifatkm fi>r their 
ftt vices : And if any officer ftiall take 



whether ju&clal or executive, fha*l 
be liable to be impeached by the Ge- 
neral Aflemfely* either when in office, 
or after His refignation, or removal 
for mal-admmi(Wati6« : All impeach- 
ments mail be btfore the president or 
viee-pf efident and council, who mall 
Hear and determine the fame* 
" SeA. 33. The judges- of the ftt- 
preme court of judicature (half htfve 
ffcced ftl&ries; be commifioned for 



greater or other fees than the laws 
allow him, either direclly or indirect- 
ly, it fhall ever after disqualify him 
from holding any offiee in this ftate.' 
Seel. 27. All profecutions fhall 
commence in the name and by the 
authority of the freemen of the com- 
mon-wealth of Pennfylvania ; and. 
all indictments fhall conclude with 



Ifcven yews only, though capabte of theft words, "'Againft the peace and 



rt-appolntfnent fet the end of that* 
term, but removable for immeh£vw)ur' 
a* any rime by the General Affembly ; 
— they ihall not be al*o#e4 to tit' as 
member* r^the^MitlnentalCqn^reft, 
Executive* Council, or General ' Af- ' 
ftmb^ norto hold any other ©mce : 
civil or military, nor to take or rea- 
ctive fcfcs or perquMtfcs of any kind. 

; SeA. 24. The Supreme Court and 
the ^veral courts of Common Pleas 
of this cOmtno*-wealth fhaH* 4>e#des 
the powers uAtally exerciied fey fach 
courts, have the powers of a court of 
Chancery-, fo far as relates to the 
perpetuating teftimony, obtaining 
evidence from places not within this 
ftate, and the care of the perfons and 
cftates of thofe who are mn compotes 
mentis, and fuch other powers as may 
be found neceffary by tucure General 
AflembUes, riot inconfiftent with this 
confticution.- ' ' 

' $t&> 25. Trials mall be' by jury as 
heretofore! And it is recommended 
to the legitfature of j this ftate to pro- 
vide by law againft every corruption 
or partiality in the choice, return, or 
appointment of juries. 

Seel. 26* Courts of Seflioni, Com- 
mon Pleas, and Orphans Courts mall 
be held quarterly in each cky and 
county ; aud*he legiflature ftaH" have 
power toeftablifli ail fuch other courts 
a* they nvry judge for the good of the 
inhabitants^ of the Hate. All courts 
lhall be open, and juftice (hall be 
impartially adminiftered without cor- 
ruption or unneceffary delay : ' All 



dignity of the- fame." The ftyle of 
all procefs hereafter in this ftate (hall 
be, The Common-Wealth of Penn- 
fylvania. 

Seel-. 28. The perfon of a debtor; 
where there is not a ftrong preemp- 
tion of fraud, mall not be continued 
in prrfon, after delivering up, bond 
frk y aH his eftate real and perfonal, 
for the ufe of his creditors, in fuch' 
manner as fhall be hereafter regulated 
by law. AH prrfoners lhall be bail- ' 
able by fufficient fureties, unlefs for 
capital offences, * when the proof is 
evident or prefumption great. 

Seel, 29. Exceffive bail fhall not 
be exacled for bailable offences : Aad : 
all fines fhall be moderate. 

Seel. 30. Juftices of the peace fhall 
be elected by the freeholders of each 
city and county refpeclively, that is 
to fay, two' or more perfons may be 
chofen for each ward, townfhip or* 
djftricl, as the law fhall hereafter di- 
rect : And their names fhaH be re- 
turned to the preudent in council, \ 
who fhall commiffionate one or more 
of them for each ward, townfhip or' 
diftricl fo returning, for feven years, 
removable for mrfconducl by the Ge- 
neral AfTembly :— But if any city or 
county, ward, townfhip or diftricl in 
this common-wealth, fhall hereafter 
incline to change the manner of ap- 
pointing their juftices of the peace as 
fettled in this article, the General 
AfTembly may make laws'to regulate 
the fame*, agreeable to the defire of a 
•majority of the freehdldef s of the city 
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Or county, ward, townfhip, or dis- 
trict fo applying. No juftice of the 
peace ihall fit in the General AfTem- 
Wy unlefs he firft refign his com m if- 
fion, nor ihall he be allowed to take 
any fees ; nor any falary or allowance 
except fuch as the future legiilature 
may grant. 

Seel, 31. Sheriffs and coroners 
ihall be elected annually in each city 
and county, by the freemen ; that is 
to fay, two perfons for each office, 
«me of whom for each, is to be com- 
miffioned by the prefident in council* 
No perfon Ihall continue in the office 
of fheriff more than three fucceffive 
years, or be capable of being again 
elected during four years afterwards. 
The election ihall be held at the fame 
time and place appointed for the elec- 
tion of repreferftative* :' And the com- 
miflioners and aiTeiTors, and other 
officers chofen by the people, ihall 
alfo be then and there elected, as has 
been ufual heretofore, until altered 
or otherwife regulated by the future 
legiilature of this ftate. 

Sect. 32. All elections, whether 
by the people or in General AfTem- 
bl]t, fhall be by ballot, free and vor 
luntary: And any elector, who ihall 
receive any gift or reward for his 
vote, in meat, drink, monies ©r 
otherwife, ihall forfeit his right to 
elect for that time, and fuffer fuch 
other penalty as future laws fhall di- 
rect. And any perfon who ihall di- 
rectly or indirectly give, promife or 
beftow any fuch rewards to be elected, 
ihall be thereby rendered incapable 
to ferve for the enfuing year. 

Sect. n» All fees, licence money, 
fines and forfeitures heretofore grant- 
ed, or paid to the governor, or his 
deputies for the fupport of govern- 
ment, ihal] hereafter be paid into the 
public treafury, unlefs altered or abo- 
liihed by the future legiilature. 

Sect. 34. A regifter's office for the 
probate of wills and granting letter* 
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of adminiftration, and an office for 
the recording of deeds, fhall be kepf 
in each city and county : the officers 
to be appointed by the General Af* 
fembly, removeable at their pleafure, 
and to be commifiioned by the prefi- 
dent in council. 

Sect. 3 5 . The prin ting-preiTes 
ihall be free to every perfon who un* 
dertakes to examine the proceedings 
of the legiilature, or any part of go* 
vemment. 

Sect. 36. As every freeman, to 
preferve his independence, (if with- 
out a fufficient eftate) ought to have 
fome. profeffion, calling, trade or 
farm, whereby he may noneftly fub- 
fift, there can be no neceffity for, 
nor ufe in eftablifhing offices of profit* 
the ufual effects of which are depend- 
ence and fervility, unbecoming free- 
men, in the pofteiTors and expect- 
ants ; faction, contention, corruption* 
and diforder among the people. But 
if any man is called into public fer- 
vice, to the prejudice of his private 
affairs, he has a right to a reasonable 
cpmpenfation : and whenever an 
office, through increafe of fees, or 
otherwife, becomes fo profitable as to 
occafion many to apply for it, the 
profits ought to be leffened by the 
legiilature. , 

Sect. 37. The future legiilature of 
this ftate, ihall regulate intails in 
fuch a manner as to prevent perpe- 
tuities. 

Sect. 38. The penal laws as here- 
tofore ufed, ihall be reformed by the 
future legiilature of this ftate, as 
foon as may be, and puniihments 
made in fome cafes lefs fanguinary, 
and in -general more proportionate to 
the crimes. 

Sect. 39. To deter more effectually 
from the commiffion of crimes, by 
continued vifible punifhment of long 
duration, and to make fanguinary 
puniihments lefs neceflary, houfes 
ought to be provided for puniftung 
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by hard labour, thofe who fhall be 
Convicled of crimes not capital ; 
wherein the criminals fhall be em- 
ployed for the benefit of the public, 
or for reparation of injuries done to 
private perfons : and all perfons at 
proper times fhall be admitted to fee 
the prifoners at their labour. 

Seel. 40. Every officer, whether 
judicial, executive or military, in 
authority under this common-wealth, 
fhall take the following oath or affirm- 
ation of allegiance, and general oath 
of office before he enter on the exe- 
cution of his office : The oath or af- 
firmation of allegiance : " I ■ 
" do fwear, (or affirm) that I will 
** be true and faithful to the com- 
" mon-wealth of Pennfylvania : and 
* c that I will not directly or indirectly 
*' do any aft or thing prejudicial or 
** injurious to the conftitution or go* 
«* vernment thereof as eftablifhed by 
" the convention." The oath or 

affirmation of office : " I— -do 

*' fwear (or affirm) that I will faith- 
*< fully execute the office of ■ 

«* for the of --, and 

** will do equal right and juftice to 
«' all men to the beft of my judgment 
" and abilities, according to law." — 

Seel. 41. Np" public tax, cuftom 
or contribution fhall be impofed up- 
on, or paid by the people of this 
ftate, except by a law for that pur- 
pofe: and before any law be made 
for raifing it, the purpofe for which 
any tax is to be railed ought to appear 
clearly to the legiflature to'beof more 
fervice to the community than the 
money would be, if not collected, 
which being well obferved, taxes can 
never be burthens. 

Seel. 42. Every foreigner of good 
characler, who comes to fettle in this 
ftate, having firft taken an oath or 
affirmation of allegiance to the fame, 
may purchafe, or by other juft means 
acquire, hold and transfer land or 
other real eftate ; and after one year's 
refidence, fhall be deemed a free de- 
jiizen thereof, and entitled to all the 



rights of a natural born fubjecl of this 
ftate, except that he fhall not be ca- 
pable of being elecled a reprefentativc 
until after two years refidence. 

Seel. 43. The inhabitants of this 
ftate fhall have liberty to fowl and 
hunt in feafonable times on the lands 
they hold, and on all other lands 
therein not inclofed ; and in like 
manner to fifti in all boatable water! 
and others not private property, 

"Seel. 44. A fchool or fchools fhall 
be eftablifhed in each county by the 
legiflature, for the convenient hW 
ftruclion of youth, with fuch falaries 
to the mafters paid by the public as 
may enable them to inftrucl youth at 
low prices : and all ufeful learning 
fhall be duly encouraged and pro- 
moted in one or more univerfities. 

Seel. 45. Laws for the encourage- 
ment of virtue, and v prevention of 
vice and immorality, fhall be made 
and conftantly kept in force, and 
provifion fhall be made for their due 
execution : and all religious focieties 
or bodies of men heretofore united or 
incorporated for the advancement of 
religion and learning, or for other 
pious and charitable purpofes, fhall 
be encouraged and . protecled in the 
enjoyment of the privileges, immu- 
nities and eftates which they were ac- 
cuftomed to enjoy, or could of right 
haVe enjoyed under the laws and for- 
mer conftitution of this ftate. 

Seel. 46. The declaration of rights 
is hereby declared to be a part of the 
conftitution of this com mon-wealth, 
and ought never to be violated on 
any pretence whatever. 

Seel. 47. In order that the free- 
dom of this common-wealth may be 
preferved inviolate for ever, there 
fhall be chofen by ballot by the free- 
men ,in each city and county fefpec- 
tivdy, on the fecond Tuefday in 
Oclober, in the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and eighty- three, and 
On the fecond Tuefday in Oclober in 
every feventh year thereafter, two 
perfons in each city and county of 
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this ftate, to be called the Council of 
Cenfors ; who fhall meet together on 
the. fecond Monday of November, 
*iext enfuing their election ; the ma- 
jority of whom fhall be a quorum in 
.every cafe, except as to calling a 
convention, in which two thirds of 
the whole number ele&ed fhall agree ; 
find whofe duty it fhall be to enquire 
whether the conflitution has been 
-preferred inviolate in every part ? 
And whether the legiflative and exe- 
cutive branches of government have 
performed their duty as guardians of 
the people, or aflumed to themJelves, 
pr -exercifed other or greater powers 
than they are intitled to by the con- 
stitution: they are alfo to enquire 
whether the public taxes have been 
iuflly laid and collected in all parts 
of this common-wealth, in what man- 
ner the public monies have been dif- 
pofed of, and whether the laws have 
been duly executed : for thefe pur- 
pofes they fhall have power to fend 
for perfons, papers and records; they 
ihall have authority to pafs public 
cenfures, to order impeachments, 
and to recommend to the legiflature 
the repealing fuch laws as appear to 
them to have been enafted contrary 
to the principles of the conflitution ; 
thefe powers they fhall continue to 
have, for and during the fpaceof one 
year from the day of their ele&ion, 
and no longer: the faid Council of 
Cenfors fhall alfo have power to call 
a convention, to meet within two 
years after their fitting, if there ap* 
pear to them an abfolute neceflity of 
amending any article of the conflitu- 
tion which may be defective, explain-, 
ing fuch as may be thought not clearly 
exprefTed, and of adding fuch as are 
neceflary for the prefervation of the 
rights and happinefs of the people : 
but the articles to be amended, and 
the amendments propofed, and fuch 
articles as are propofed to be added 



) 

or abolifhed, mail be promulgated at 
leaft fix months before the day ap- 
pointed for the election of fuch con- 
vention, for the previous confideratioa 
of the people, that they may have an 
opportunity of inftrufting their dele- 
gates on the fubject. 

The AMERICAN CRISIS, 

N V M B B R I. 

By the Author of Common Senfe. 
THESE are the times that try 
men's fouls, The fummer foldier and 
the funfhine patriot will, in this crifis, 
fhrink from the fervice of his country j 
but he that flands it now, deferves the 
thanks of man and woman. Tyranny, 
like hell, is not eafily conquered; yet 
we have this confblation with us, that 
the harder the conflict, the more glo- 
rious the triumph. What we obtain 
too cheap, we efleem too lightly :— 
'Tis dearnefs only that gives every 
thing its value. Heaven knows how 
to fet a proper price upon its goods $ 
and it would be flrange indeed, iffo 
celeflial an article as Freedom fhoald 
not be highly rated. JJ/itain, with 
an army to enforce her tyranny, has 
declared, that fhe has a right (not only 

tO TAXj but " tO BIND US in ALL 

cases whatsoever," and if being 
bound in that manner is not flavery, 
then is there not fuch a thing as flavery 
upon earth. Even the expreffion U 
impious, for fo unlimited a power 
can belong only to God. 

Whether the independance of* the 
Continent was declared too foon, ot 
delayed too long, I will not now enter 
into as an argument ; my own fimple 
opinion is, that had it been eight 
months earlier, it would have been 
much better. We did not make a 
proper ufe of laft winter, neither could 
we, while we were in a dependant 
ftate. However, the fault, if it were 
one, was all our own ; we have none 
to blame but ourfelves*. But no great 



* The prefent winter (meaning the laft) is worth an age, if tightly employed, but if loft, 
•r neglefted, the whole continent will partake of the evil ; and there is no punishment that 
man does not deferve, be he who, or what, or where he will, that xnajr t>9 the meani of 
focrincing a feafon fo precious and ufeful. Common Stnft) 
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deal is loft yet ; all that Howe has 
be^n doing for this month pa ft, is 
rather a ravage than a conqueft, which 
tfee fpirit ox the Jerfies a year ago 
would have quickly repulfed, and 
which time and a little resolution will 
foon recover, 

I have as little. foperHition in me as 
any man living, but my fecret opinion 
Jias~ever been, and ftill is, that God 
Almighty will not give up a people to 
military de&uction, or leave them un- 
fupportedly to perifh, who had fo 
parneftly and fo repeatedly fought to 
avoid the calamities of war, by every 
decent method. which wifdom could 
invent. Neither have I fo much of 
fhe infidel in me, as to fuppofe, that 
Hz has relinquished the government 
of the world, and given us up to the 
care of devils ; and as I do not, I 
cannot fee on what grounds the 

can look up to heaven for 
help againft us : A common murderer, 
a highwayman^ or a houfe-breaker, 
Jias as good a pretence as he. 

'Tis furprifing to fee how rapidly a 
panic will fometimes run through a 
country. All nations and ages have 
been fubject to them. Britain has 
trembled like an ague at the report of 
a French fleet of flat bottomed boats ; 
and in the fourteenth century, the 
whole Engliih army, after ravaging 
the kingdom of France, was drfven 
back like men petrified with fear ; and 
this brave exploit was performed by a 
/ few broken forces, collected and head- 
ed by a woman, Joan of Arc. Would 
that heaven might infpire fome Jerfey 
maid to fpirit up her countrymen, and 
fave her fair fellow fufferers from 
ravage and ravifhment ! Yet panics, 
in fome cafes, have their ufes ; they 
produce as much good as hurt. Their 
duration is always ihort ; the mind 
fbon grows through them, and ac- 
quires a firmer habjt than before. 
But their peculiar advantage is, that 
they are the touchftones of fmcerity 
and hypocrify, and bring things and 
men to light, which might otherwife 



have lain for ever undifcovered. In 
fa&, they have the fame effect on 
fecret traitors, which an imaginary 
apparition would upon a private mur- 
derer. They firft out the hidden 
thoughts of man^ and hold them up 
in public to the world. Many a dilL 
guifed Tory has lately fhewn his head, 
that fhall penitentially (blemnife with 
curfes the day on which Howe arrived 
npon the Delaware. 

As I was with the troops at fort 
Lee, and marched with them to the 
edge of Pennfylvania, I am well ac- 
quainted vyith many circumftances* 
which thofe who lived at a diftance 
know but little or nothing of. Our 
fituation there was exceedingly cramp- 
ed, the place being on a narrow neck 
of land, between the North river and 
the Hackenfack. Our force was in * 
confiderable, being not one fourth fo 
great as Howe could bring againft us* 
We had no army at hand to have re- 
lieved the garrifon, had we fhut our- 
felves up and flood on the defence. 
Our ammunition, light artillery, and 
the beft part of our ftores, had beeri 
removed upon the apprehenfion that 
Howe would endeavour to penetrate" 
the Jerfies, in which cafe fort Lee 
could be of no ufe to us ; for it muft 
occur to every thinking man, whether 
in the army or not, that thefe kind of 
field forts are only for temporary puN 
pofes,* and laft in ufe no longer than 
the enemy dire&s his force againft the 
particular object which fuch forts are 
raifed to defend. Such was our fitua- 
tion and condition at fort Lee on the 
morning of the 20th of November, 
when an officer arrived with infor- 
mation that the enemy with two hun- 
dred boats had landed about feven or 
eight miles above. Major General 
Green, who commanded the garrifon, 
immediately ordered them under arms, 
and fent exprefs to his Excellency Ge- 
neral Wafhington, at the town of 
Hackenfack, diftant by way of the 
ferry, fix miles. Our firft object was 
to fecure the bridge over the Hacken- 
fack, 
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(aek, which laid up t;he river between 
the enemy and us, about fix miles 
from us and three from them. Ge- 
neral Wafhington arrived in about 
three quarters of an hour, and march- 
ed at the head of the troops towards 
the bridge, which pjace I expected we 
ftould have a brulh for ; however, 
they did not chufe to difpute it with 
us, and the greateft part of our troops 
went over the bridge, the reft over the 
ferry, except fome which pafTed at a 
mill on a fmall creek, between the 
bridge and the ferry, and made their 
way through fome marihy grounds up 
to the town of Hackenfack, and there 
pafTed the river.' We brought off as 
much baggage as the waggons could 
contain, the reft was ltfh The 
Timple object was to bring off the gar- 
rifon, and to march them on till tney 
could be ftrengthened by the Jerfey or 
J*ennfylvania militia, (o as to be ena- 
bled to make a ftand. We ftaid four 
days at Newark, collected in ourout- 
bofts, with fome of the Jerfey mi- 
litia, and marched out twice to meet 
'the enemy, on information of their 
being advancing, though our num : 
J>ers were greatly inferior to theirs. 
General Howe, in my opinion, cpra- 
initted.a great error in general fhip, in 
hot throwing a body of forces off from 
Statten-ifland through Amboy, by 
Which means he might have feized all 
pur ftores at Brunfwick, and inter- 
cepted our march into Pennfylvania. 
But if we believe the power of hell to 
be limited/ we muft likewife believe 
that their agents are under fome pro- 
vidential controul. 

I Jhall not now attempt to give all 
the particulars of our retreat to the 
Delaware ; fuffice it for the prefent to 
fay, that both officers and men, though 
greatly haraffed and fatigued, fre- 
quently without reft, covering, or pro- 
vifion, the inevitable confequences of 
a long retreat, bore it with a manly 
and a martial fpirit. All their wifhes 
we're one, which was that the country 
would turn out and help them to drive 
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tf?e enemy back. Voltaire has re- 
marked, that King Wjllia.ni never 
appeared to full advantage but in dif- 
ficulties and in action ; the feme re- 
mark ma^f be made on General Wafh- 
ington^ for the character fits him. 
There is a natural firmaefs in iome 
minds, which cannot be unlocked by 
trifles, but which, when unlocked 
difcovers a cabinet of fortitude ; anc/ 
I reckon it among thofe kind of pubKc 
bleffings which we do not immediately 
fee, that God had bleft him with, un- 
intcrrupted.health, and given him a 
mind that can even floMrifti upon care. 

I ihall conclude this paper with 
fome mifcellaneous remarks on the 
ftate of our affairs, aad ihall begin, 
with afking the following queftion, 
Why is it that the enemy hath left the 
New-England provinces, and made 
thefe middle ones the feat of war? 
The anfwer is eafy : New-England 
is not infefted with Tories, and we are. 
I have been tender in raifing the cry 
againft thefe men, and ufed number- 
lefs arguments to ihew them their 
danger, but it will not do to facrifice 
a world to either their folly or their 
bafenefs. The period is now arrived 
in which either they or we muft change 
our fentiments, or one or both muft 
fall. And what is a Tory? Good 
God ! What is he ? I Jhould not be 
afraid to go with an hundred Whig* 
againft a thoufand Tories, were they 
to attempt to get into arms. Every 
Tory is a coward,, forafervile, flavifh, 
felf-interefted fear is the foundation of 
Toryifm ; and a man under fuch in- 
fluence, though he may be cruel, 
never can be brave. * 

But before the line^of irrecoverable 
feparation be drawn between us, let 
us reafon the matter together : Your 
condud is an invitation to the enemy, 
yet not one in a thoufand of you hag 
heart enough to join him. Howe is 
as much deceived by you as the Ame- 
rican caufe i$ injured by you. He 
expects you will all take up arms and 
flock to hij JUadard with inufeets on 

your 
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your moulders. Yoor opinions are of 
no ufe to him unlefs you fupport him 
personally, for it is foldiers and not 
Tories that he wants. 

I once felt all that kind of anger, 
which a man ought to feel, againft 
the mean principles that are held by 
the Tories, A noted one, who kept 
a tavern at Amboy, was flanding at 
his doer, with as pretty a child in hii 
hand, about eight or nine years old, 
as moil I ever faw, and after fpeaking 
his mind as freely as he thought was 
prudent, finifhed with this unfatherly 
expreffion, " Weil! give me peace in 
my days." Not a man lives on the 
Continent but fully believes that fepa- 
ration mult fome time or other finally 
take place, and a generous parent 
would have faid, " If there muft be 
trouble, let it be in my day r that my 
child may have peace*" and this fingle 
reflexion, well applied, is Sufficient to 
awaken every man to duty. Not a 
place upon earth might be fo happy as 
America. Her fituation is remote 
from all the wrangling world, and fhe 
has nothing to do but to trade with 
them. A man may eafily diftinguifh 
in himfelf between temper and prin- 
ciple, and I am as confident, as I 
am that God governs the world, that 
America will never be happy till (he 
gets clear of foreign dominion. Wars, 
without ceafing, will break out till 
that period arrives, and the Continent 
muft in the end be conqueror ; for, 
though the flame of liberty may fome- 
times ceafe to fhine, the coal never 
can expire. 

America did not, nor does not want 
force j but fhe wanted a proper appli- 
cation of that force. Wifdorn is not 
the purchafe of a day, and it is no 
wonder that we mould err at firft 
fetting off. From an excefs of ten- 
dernefs, we were unwilling to raife an 
army, and trufted our caufe to the 
temporary defence of a well meaning 
militia. A fummer's experience has 
now taught us better ; yet with thofe 
trcops, while they were coHec^ed, we* 



were able to fet Winds to the progreft 
of the enemy; and, thank God! 
they are again affembling. I always 
confidered a militia as the beft troops 
in the world for a fudden exertion, but 
they will not do for a long campaign. 
Howe, it is probable, will make an 
attempt on this city ; mould he fail on 
this fide the Delaware, he is ruined ; 
if he fucceeds, our caufe is not ruined* 
He flakes all on his fide againft a part 
on ours ; admitting he fucceeds, the 
confequence will be, that armies from 
both ends of the continent will march 
to affift their fuffering friends in th« 
middle ftates ; for he cannot go every 
where, it is impoffible. I confider 
Howe as the greateft enemy the Tories 
have ; he is bringing a war into their 
country, which, had it not been for 
him and partly for themfelves, they 
h^d been clear of. Should he now be 
expelled, I wifh with all the devotion, 
of a Chriftian, that the names of 
Whig and Tory may never more be 
mentioned ; but fhould the Tories 
give him encouragement to come, o^ 
afliflance if he come, I as fincerely wifh 
that our next year's arms may expel 
them from the Continent, and the 
Congrefs appropriate their pofTeflions, 
to the relief of thofe who have fuffereot 
in well doing. A iingle fuccefsful 
battle next year will (ettle the whole, 
America coul^ carry on a two years, 
war by the confiscation of the pro- 
perty Pf difa<fec^ed pcrfons, and be 
made happy by their expulfion. Say 
pot tha$ this is revenge, call it rather 
the foft refentment of a fuffering peo-? 
pie, who, having no object in view 
but the good op all, have ftaked 
their own all upon a feemingly 
doubtful event. Vet it is folly to 
argue againft determined hardnefs ; 
eloquence may ftr&e the ear, and the 
language of forrow draw forth the 
tear of companion, but nothing can 
reach the heart that is fteeled with pre* 
judice. 

Quitting this clafs of men, I turn, 
with the warm ardour of a friend, to 
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thofe who have nobly ftood\ and are 
yet determined to ft and the matter out* 
I call not upon a few, but upon all i 
not on this ftate or that ftate, but 
on every ftate ; up and help us ; lay 
your moulders to the wheel ; better 
have too much force than too little, 
when fo great an object is at Hake. 
Let it be told to the future world, that 
in the depth of winter, when nothing 
but hope and virtue could furvive, that 
the city and the country, alarmed at 
one common danger, came forth to 
meet and to repulfe it. Say not that 
thoufands are gone, turn out your tens 
of thoufands ; throw not the burthen 
of the day upon Providence, but Jfoe<w 
jour faith by your works, that God 
may blefs you. It matters not where 
you live, or what rank of 1 fe you 
hold, the evil or the bleffing will 
reach you all. The far and the near, 
the home counties and the back, the 
-rich and the poor, ihall fufFer or 
rejoice alike. The heart that feels 
not now is dead. The blood of his 
children (hall curfe his cowardice, who 
Shrinks back at a time when a little 
/night have faved the whole, and 
made them happy. I love the man 
that can fmile in trouble, that can 
gather ftrength from diftrefs, and 

frow brave by reflection. 'Tis the 
ufinefi of little minds to flirink ; but 
he, whofe heart is firm, and whofe 
confeience approves his conduct, will 
purfue his principles unto death. My 
own line of reafoning is to myfelf, as 
ftrait and clear as a ray of light. Not 
all the treafures of the world, fo far 
as I believe, could have induced me to 
fupport an offenfive war, for I think 
h murder ; but if a thief break into 
my houfe, burn or deftroy my pro- 
perty, and kill or threaten to kill me 
Or thofe that ore in it, and to " bind 
tnc in all cafes *wbatfoe<vtr" to his ab- 
solute will, am I to fuffer it? What 
Signifies it to me, whether he who 
does it, is a or a common man; 

jny countryman, or not my country- 
man ; whether it is done by an in- 
iiividual villain, or an army of them i 



If <ve reafon to the root of things we 
fhall find no difference ; neither can 
any juft caufe be afligned why wc 
mould punifh in the one cafe and par- 
don in the other. Let them call me 
rebel, and welcome, I feel no con* 
cern from it ; but I mould fufFer the 
mifery of devils, were I to make a 
whore of my foul by 

whofe u 

ofaftupid, ftubborn, worthlefs, bro. 
tifh man. I conceive likewife a hor* 
rid idea in receiving 
from who at the lafl day 

lhall be fhrieking to the rocks and 
mountains to cover him, and fleeing 
with terror from the orphan, the wi- 
dow, and the flain of America. 

There are cafes which cannot be 
overdone by language, and this is 
one. There are perfons too who fee 
not the full extent of the evil that 
threatens them ; they folace them-* 
felves with hopes that the enemy, if 
they fucceed, will be merciful. It it 
the madnefs of folly to expect mercy 
from thofe who have refufed to do 
juftice, and even mercy, where con- 
queft is the object, is only a trick of 
war. The cunning of the fox is as 
murderous as the violence of the wolf, 
and we ought to guard equally againft 
both. Howe's hrft object is partly 
by threats and partly by promises, to 
terrify or feduce the people to deliver 
up their arms, and receive mercy* 
The miniftry recommended the fame 
plan to Gage, and this is what th« 
Tories call making their peace ; ** a 
" peace which pafleth all underftand- 
ing" indeed ! A peace which would 
be the immediate forerunner of a worfe 
ruin than any wtf have yet thought of. 
Ye men of Pennfylvania, do reafon 
upon thofe things 1 Were the back 
counties to give up their arms, they 
would fall an eafy prey to the Indians, 
who are all armed. This perhaps is 
what fome Tories would not be forry 
for. Were the home counties to de- 
liver up their arms, they would be 
expofed to thcrefentmentof the back 
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counties* who would then have it in 
their power to cfraftife their defec- 
tion at pleafure. And Were any one 
ftate to give up its arms, that ftate 
mull be garrifoned by all Howe's 
armyofBntons and Heffians> topre- 
ferve it from the anger of the reft. 
Mutual fear is a principal link in the 
chain of mutual love, and woe be to 
that ftate that breaks the compact. 
Howe is mercifully inviting you to 
barbarous deftru&ion, and men mnft 
be either rogues or fools that will not 
fee it. I dwell not upon the vapours 
of imagination, I bring reafon to your 
ears, and in language as plain as 
A> B, C, hold up truth to your eyes. 
I thank God that I fear not. I fee 
no real caufe for fear. I know our 
fituation well, and can fee the way 
out of it. While our army was col-. 
lected, Howe dared not riik a battle, 
and it is no credit to him that he de- 
camped from the White Plains, and 
waited a mean opportunity to ravage 
the defencelefs Jerfies ; but it is great 
credit to us, that, with an handful of 
men, we fuftained an orderly retreat 
for near an hundred miles, brought 
off our ammunition, all our field 
pieces, tfce greateft part of our ftores, 
and had four rivers to pafs. None 
can fay that our retreat was precipi- 
tate, for we were near three weeks in 
performing it, that the country might 
have time to come in. Twice we 
marched back to meet the enemy, 
and remained out till dark. The 
lign of fear was not feen in our camp, 
and had Hot fome of the cowardly and 
difaffe£ed inhabitants fpread falfe 
alarms through the country, the Jer- 
fies had never been ravaged. Once 
more we are again collected and col- 
lecting ; our new army at both ends 
of the continent is recruiting faft, and 
we ihall be able to open the next cam- 
paign with fixty thoufand men, well 
armed' and clothed. This is.our fix- 
ation, and who will may know it. 
By perfeverance and fortitude we 
ha\e the profped of a glorious iflue i 



by cowardice and fubmiUitrf, the fad 
choice of a variety of evils, a ravaged 
country, a depopulated city, habita- 
tions without fafety, and flavery 
without hope, our homes turned into 
barracks and bawdy-houfes for Hef- 
fians, and a future race to provide for 
whofe fathers we ihall doubt of. 
Look on this picture, and weep over 
it !— And if there yet remains one 
thonghtlefs wretch who believes i& 
not, let him fufFer it unlamented. 

The AMERICAN CRISIS; 

N V M B £ R II. 

By the Author of Common Senfc. 

To Lord Howe. 
I come now more particularly to 
your proclamation of the 30th Nov. 
laft. Had you gained an entire con- 
queft over the armies of America, 
and then put forth a proclamation^ 
offering (what you call) mercy, your 
conduit would have had fome fpecious 
fhow of humanity ; but to creep by 
furprife into a province, and there en-^ 
deavour to terrify and feduce the in- 
habitants from their allegiance to 
the reft, by promifes which you nei- 
ther meant nor were able to fulfil, is 
both cruel and unmanly : cruel in its 
effects ; becaufe, unlefs you can keep 
all the ground you have marched over, 
how are you, in the words of your 
proclamation, to fecure to your profc- 
lytes " the enjoyment of their pro- 
perty ?" What are to become either 
of your new-adopted fubjefts, or your 
old friends the Tories, in Burlington, 
Bordentown, Trenton, Montnolly,, 
and many other places, where you 
proudly lorded it for a few. days, and 
then .fled with the precipitation of a 
purfued thief? What, J fay, are to be- 
come of thofe wretches ? What are to 
become of thofe who went over to you 
from this city and ftate ? What mora 
can you fay to them than i( Shift for 
** yourfelves ;" Or what more can 
they then hope for than to wander like 
vagabonds over the face ot the earth? 
You may now tell them to take their 
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leave of America, and all that once 
was theirs. Recommend them, for 
tonfolation, to 

there perhabs they may make a fliift 
to live on the fcraps of fome dangling 
parafite, and chufe companions a- 
mong thoufands like themfelves. A 
traitor is the foulefl fiend on earth. 

In a political fenfe w6 ought to 
thank you for thus bequeathing eilates 
to the continent ; we fhall foon, at 
this rate, be able to carry on a war 
Without expence, and grow rich by 
the ill policy of Lord Howe, aiid the 
feenerous defection of the Tories. 
Had you fet your foot into this city, 
you would have beflowed eflates upon 
us which we never thought of, by 
bringing forth traitors we were un- 
willing to fufpecl. But thefe men, 
Vou will fay, " are his Majefty*s moll 
■* faithful fubje&s {" le>t that honour 
then be all their fortune, and let his 
Majefty takethern to himfelf. 

I am now thoroughly diigufled with 
them ; they live in ungrateful eafe, 
fcnd betid their whole minds to iAif- 
chief. It feems as if God had given 
them over to .a fpirit of infidelity, 
and that they are open to convi&ion 
in no other line but that of punifh- 
frient. It is time to have done with 
tarring, feathering, carting, and ta- 
king fecurities for their future good 
behaviour ; every fenfible man mufl 
feel a,confciencious (hameat feeing a 
poor fellow hawked about the ftreets 
for a {hew, when it is known that he is 
only the tool df fome principal villain, 
biaiTed into his offence by the force 
of falfe reafoning, or bri.bed thereto 
through fad neceflity. We difttonour 
ourfelves by attacking fuch trifling 
characters, while greater ones are fu£ 
JTered to efcape ; 'tis our duty to find 
them out, and their proper puni fit- 
ment would be to exile them from the 
continent for ever. The circle of 
them is not fo great as fome imagine; 
the influence of a few has tainted ma- 
ny who are not naturally corrupt. A 
continual circulation of lies among 



,thofe who are not much in the way of 
hearing them contradicted, will in time" 
pafs for truth ; and the crime lies 
not in the believer but the inventor. 
I am not for declaring war again fl 
every man that appears not fo warm 
as myfelf : difference of conftitution^ 
temper, habit of fpeaking, and ma- 
ny other things, will go a great way 
in fixing the outward character of a 
man* yet fimple honefly may remain 
at bottom. Some men have natu- 
rally a military turn, and can brave 
hardihips and the rifque of life with a 
chearful face ; others have not ; no 
flavery appears to them fo great as 
the fatigue of arms, and no terror fo 
powerful as that of perfortal danger : 
what can we fay ! we cannot alter na- 
ture, neither ought we to punMh the 
fons, be'caufe the father begot them in 
a cowardly mood. However, I be- 
lieve mofl men have more courage 
than they know of, and that a little 
at firft is enough to begin with. I 
knew the time when I thought that 
the whittling of a cannon-ball would 
almofl have frighten'd me to death ; 
but I have fmce tried it, and find I 
can flanditwith as little cUfcompofure, 
and (I believe) with a much eafier 
ednfeience than your Lordfhip. The 
fame dread would return to me agai* 
were I in your fituatioh, for my fo- 
lemn belief of your caufe is, that it 
is hellifti and damnable, and under 
that conviction every thinking man** 
heart muft fail him. 

From a concern that a good caufe 
Ihould be dishonoured by the leaft 
difunion among us, I faid in my for- 
mer paper, No. I. " That fhould 
** the enemy now be expelled, I wifh # 
" with all the fincerity of a chriftian, 
" that the names of whig and tory 
" might never more be mentioned ;'* 
but there is a knot of men among us 
of fuch a venomous call, that they 
will not admit even one's good wifhes 
to ad in their favour. Inftead of 
rejoicing that heaven had, as it were, 
providentially preferred this city from 
C plunder 
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plunder and deftnlftlon, by delivering 

fo great a part of the enemy into our 
harids with (o little effufion of blood, 
they ftubborrily affected to disbelieve 
it till within an hour, nay half an 
hour of the prifoners arriving ; and 
the Quakers put forth a teftimony dated 
the ioth' December, figned, " John 
Pemberton" declaring their attach- 
ment to the Britim government*. 
^Trjefe men are continually harping on 
$he great fin of our bearing arms, but 
may lay wade the 
World in blood and famine, and they, 
poor fallen fouls,* haye nothing to fay. 
In fome future paper I intend to 
diftinguifh between the different kind 
of perfons who have been denominated 
Tories j for, this I am clear in, that 
all are not fo who have been called 
to ; and, as I mean not to conceal 
the name of any true friend, when 
there mail be occafion to mention 
iim, neither will I that of an enemy, 
who ought to be known, let his tank, 
Ration, or religion be what it may. 
Much pains have been taken by fpme, 
tp let your Lordfliip's private cha- 
racter in an amiable light, but as it has 
Chiefly been done by men who kaow 
nothing about you, and who are no 
way remarkable for their attachment 
to us, we have no juft authority for be- 
lieving it, was im- 
poied on us by the fame arts, but time 
at length, has done him juftice, and 
the fame fate may probably attend 
ypur lordfhip. Your avowed purpofe 
here is. to kill, conquer, plunder, 
pardon, and epflave ; and the ra- 
vages of your army through the Jer- 
ieys, have been marked with as much 



barbarlfm, as if you had. openly pro- 
tefod yourfelf the prince or Ruffians ; 
not even the appearance of humanity 
has been preferved, .either oh the 
march or the retreat of your troops ; 
no general order, that I could ever 
learn, has ever been iHued to prevent, 
or even forbid your troops from rob* 
bery wherever they came, and the 
only in fiance of jmlice, if it can be 
called fuch, which has diftinguiihed 
you for impartiality, is, that you 
treated and plundered all alike ; what 
could not be carried away have been 
deftroyed, and mahogany furniture 
have been deliberately laid on the fire 
for fuel, rather than men mould be 
fatigued with cutting woodf- Inhere 
was a time when the whigs confided 
much in your fuppofed candour ,' and 
the tones reiled themfelves on "your 
favour j the experiments have not? 
been made and failed; and every 
*own, nay, every cottage in the 
Jerfies where your arms have been* ia 
a teftimony againft you. How you 
may reil under this Sacrifice of cha* 
racier I know not, but this I know, 
that you fleep and rife with the daily 
curfes of thoufands upon you ; per- 
haps the mifery which the tories have 
fuffered by your proffered mercy, give 
them fome claim to their country's 
pity, and be in the end the belt favour 
you could {how them. 

In a folio general order book belong- 
ingto Col. Rohl's battalion, taken at 
Trenton, and now in the pofleffioa of 
the Council of Safety for this ftate, the 
following barbarous order is frequently 
repeated, " HisExcellency the Com- 
mander in Chief, orders, that all in- 



* I have ever been careful cf charging Qfifences upon whole fecietiej of men, but as the 
paper referred to is put ft rth by an unkoiwn let of men, who claim to themf Ives the right of 
freprsienting the whole j and while the whole fociety of Quakers admit its validity by a filetit 
acknowledgment, iC is iinpoflibie that any diitinttiou csn be made; and the more fo, beeaufe 
theNew-,Yorlc Pa^er of the 30th December, pointed bypermifljon of our enemies, fays thrt 
" the Quakers begin lo fpeak openly of their attachment to the Britiih Conftitution.*' W* 
are certain that wc have many friends among them, and v*iih to know them. 

•f As fome (Jeople may doubt the truth of fuch wanton deftruftionj I think it neceffary to 
inform, that one of the people cniled Quakers, who lives at Trenton, gave me this informa- 
tion at the houfe of Mr. Michael Kutchinfon (one of the fame pro/effipD) who lives near |o 
Trenton ferry, on the Pennsylvania fidej Mr, Hutchinfcn being prefent. 
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3haWta»tt which Aall be found wath 
arms, riot having an officer with them, 
fhail be immediately taken and hung 
up."-— How many you may have thus 
privately facrificed we know not, and 
the aecount can only he fettled in 
another world. Your treatment of 
pr-ifbners, in order to diflrefs them to 
enlift into your infernal fervice, is not 
to be equalled ijy any inftance^n Eu- 
rope* Yet this is the humane Lopd • 
Howp and his brother, whom the 
lories, and their three-quarter kindred 
ihequakers, or fcue of them at Ieart,. 
hare been holding, up for patterns of 
juftice and mercy I 

A bad coufe will ever be fupported 
.by* bad means and bad men, and 
whoever will be at the pains of exa- 
mining ftri&ly into thjngs, will find 
that one and the fame fpirit of opprefr 
fron* and impiety, mere or fefs 'govern.- 
through your whole party in both coun- 
tries. Not many days ago, I ac- 
cidentally fell in company with a 
per Jon' of this city, noted for efpoufing 
your caufe, and pn my remarking to 
him " that it appeared clear to me, 
by the late providential turn of affairs, 
that God Almighty was vilibly on our 
fide," he replied* *' we care nothing 
for that, you may have bim, and wel- 
come ; if we have but enough of the 
devil on our fide, we wall do." 
However carelefsly this might be 
ijx>ken, matters not, 'tis ftill the in- 
fenfible principle that directs all ypur 
conduit, and will at laft moil aflured- 
lyj deceive and ruin you, 

By what means, may[ alk, dp you 
e^fpecl to conquer America? If you. 
could not effect it in the furamer when 
our army was lefs than yours, nor in 
fhe winter when we had none, how 
art jfcu to do, it $ In point of.general- 
ihip you have been outwitted, and in 
point of fortitude, outdone; your ad- 
vantages turn oift to your lofs, and 
ihow us that it is in our power to ruin 
you by gifts. Like a game of drafts 
We can move out of one fquare to let 
you come in, in : Qrder thit we may 



afterwaajs take two or three for one ; 
and as we can always keep a double 
corner for purfelves, we can always 
prevent a total defeat. You cannot 
be fo infenfible as not to fee that we 
have two to one the advantage of you, 
becaufe we conquer by a drawn game, 
and you lofe by it. $urgoyne might 
nave taaght your Lordfliip this knowr 
ledge ; he haft been long a ifndtnt hi 
the do&rine of chances. 

I have no other idea of conquering 
countries than by fubduing the armies 
which defend them : Have you' done 
this, or can you do this J If you have 
not, it would be civil in you to let 
your proclamations alone for the pre- 
fenl ; otherwHc, you will ruin more 
Torit by oar j^raee and favour than 
you will Whig'* by /our arms. 

Were you to obtain ppfleflion of this' 
city, you would not know what to dp* 
with it more than to plunder it. To 
hold it, in the manner you hold New- 
York, would be an additional dead' 
weight upon your hands ; and if a ge- 
neral conqueft is your object, you had 
better be without the city than with it. 
When you have defeated all our ar- 
mies, the cities will fall into your 
hands of themselves ; but to creep* 
into them in the manner you got into 
Princeton, Trenton, Sec. is like rob- 
bing an orchard in the night before the 
fruit be ripe, and running away in the* 
morning. Your experiment in the 
jerfies is fufficient to teach you that 
you have fomething more to do than 
Barely to get into other people's 
houfes; and your new converts ttt 
whem you pro mi fed all manner of 
protection, and ("educed into new guile 
by pardoning them from' their former 
virtues, muu begin to have a very 
contemptible opinion both of your 
power and your policy. Your autho- 
rity in the Jcrfies is now reduced to 
the fmall circle which* your army oc- 
cupies, and your proclamation is no 
where elfe feen unlefs it be to be laugh- 
ed at. The mighty /ubduers of the 
continent are retreated into a nutlhell, 
C 2 and 
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>nd the proud forgivers of our fins are 
fled from thofe they came to pardon ; 
and all this at a time when they were 
difpatching veiTel after vefTel to Eng- 
land with the great news of every day. 
In fhort, you nave managed your Jer- 
sey expedition To very dexteroufly that 
the dead only are conquerors, becaufe 
npne will difpute the ground with 
them. 

In all the wars you have formerly 
teen concerned in, you had only ar- 
mies to contend with ; in this cafe 
you have both an army and a country 
to combat with. In former wars, the 
countries followed the fate of their ca- 
pitals ; Canada fell with Quebec, and 
Minorca, with Port Mahon or St. PhU 
lips; by fubduingthofej the conque- 
rors opened a way into, and became . 
matters of the country : Here it i§ 
otherwjfe ; if you get pofTeflion of a 
city here, you are obliged to fhut your- 
felves up in it, and can make no other 
ufe of it, than to fpend your country's 
money in. This is all the advantage 
you have drawn from New- York ; and 
you would draw lefs from Philadelphia, 
fcecaufe it requires more force to keep 
it, and is much farther from, the fea. 
A pretty Jigure you and the Tories 
would cut in this city, with a river 
full of ice, and a town full or* fire ; 
for the immediate confequence of your 
getting here would be, that you would 
|!e cannonaded out again, and the 
Tories be obliged to make good the 
damage ; and this, fooner or later, 
will be the fate of New- York. 

I wifh to fee the city faved, not fo 
much from military, as from natural 
imotives. :, Tis the hiding-place of 
women and children, and Lord Howe's 
proper bufinefs is with pur armies. 
When I put all the circumftances' to- 
gether which ought to be taken, I 
laugh at your notion of conquering 
America. Becaufe you lived in a little 
country where an army might run over 
the whole in a few days, and where 
a {ingle company of foldiers might put 
)i multitude to the route, you expect- 



ed to find it the fame here. It is plaia 
that you brought, over with you all the 
narrow notions you were bred up withj 
and imagined that a proclamation in 
the king's name was to do great things, 
but Englishmen always travel for 
knowledge, and your Lord (hip, I hope 
will return, if you return at all, much 
wifer than you came. 

We may be furprifed by events we 
did not expect, and in that interval of 
recollection you may gain fome tem- 
porary advantage : Such was the cafe 
a few weeks ago, but we foon ripen 
again intoreafon,. collect our ftrength, 
and while you are preparing for a 
triumph, we came upon you with a 
defeat. Such it has been^ and fuch 
it would be were you to try it an hun- 
dred times over. Were you to garri- 
fon the pjaces you might march over, 
in order to fecure their fubjection, (for 
remember you can flp it by no other 
means) your army would be like a 
ftream of water running to nothing. 
By the time you reached from New- 
York to Virginia, you would be re- 
duced to a firing of drops not capable 
of hanging together ; while we, by 
retj eating frorri ftate to ftate, like a 
river turning back upon itfelf, would ' 
acquire ftrength in the fame propor- 
tion as you toft it, and in the end be 
capable of overwhelming you. The 
country in the mean time would dif- 
fer, but 'tis a day of fufFering, and 
we ought to expect it. What we con- 
tend for is worthy the affliction we may 
go through. If \se get but bread tq 
eat, and any kind ot raiment to put 
On, we ought, not only to be contents 
ed, but thankful. More than that 
we ought not to look for, and lefs. than 
that heaven has not yet fuftered us to 
want, jle that would fell his birth* 
right for a little fait, is as worthlefs as 
he who fold it for porridge without 
fait. And he that would part with it 
for a gay coat, or a plain coat, ought 
for ever-to "be a flave in buff. )Vhat 
are fait, fugar and finery to the inef- 
tiiaable- bUflingf of " liberty ancj 
fafety ?'» 
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fafety ?" Or whit arc the inconve- 
niencies of a few months to the tribu- 
tary bondage of ages? The meaneft 
peafant in America, blefled with thefe 
fenximenis, isr a happy man compared 
with a New- York Tory ; he can eat 
his morlel without repining, and when 
he >has done, can fweeten it with a 
repaft of wholefome air, he can take 
his child hy the hand and blefs it, 
without feeling the confeious fhame of 
jieglecling a parent's duty. 

In publifhing thefe remarks, I have 
feveral objects in view : On your part 
they are,, to expofe the folly pf your 
- pretended authority as a comrniffioner, 
the wickedneis of your cauie in gene- 
ral, and the impoffibility of your con? 
quering us at any rate. On the part 
of the public my meaning is, to (how 
them their (rue' and folid intereft ; to 
encourage them to their own good, to 
remove the fears and falfities which 
had men had fpread and weak men 
nad encouraged ; and to excite in all 
men a love for union and a chearful- 
rusfs for duty, 

I ihall fubmit one more cafe to. you 
rcfpec~ling your conqueft of this coun^ 
try, and then proceed to new observa- 
tions ; 

Suppofe our armies in every part of 
the continent were immediately to 
d;fperfe, every man to his home, or 
where elfe he might be fafe, and en- 
gage to re-affemble again on a certain 
future day ; it is clear that you would 
then have no army to contend with, 
yet you would be as much at a lofs in 
that cafe, as you are now; youwpuld 
be afraid to fend your troops in parties 
oyer the continent, either to difarm 
or prevent us from aflembling, kit 
they mould not return ; and while you 
kept them together, having no army 
of ours to difpute with, you could not 
call it a conqueft; you might furnifh 
out a pompous page in the London 
Gazetpe, or the New- York paper, but 
when we returned at the appointed 
time, you would have the fame work 
todo>ou had at fcrft. 



It has been the folly of Britain t* 

. fuppofe herfelf more powerful than 
me really is, and by. that means to 
have arrogated to herfelf a rank in 
the world fhe is not entitled to ; for 

, more than this century paft fhe has not 
been able to carry on a war without 
foreign atfjftance, In Marlborough's 
campaigns, and from that day to this, 
the number of German troops and of- 
ficers affifting her have been about 
equal with her own ; ten thoufand 
Heffians were fent to England laft war 
to protect her from a French in vafion; 
and me would have cut but a poor E^ 
gure in her Canadian and Weft-Indian 
expeditions, had not America been 
lavi/h pf both her money and men to 
help her alpng. The only inflance in 
which ihe was engaged fmgly, that I 
can recollect, was againft the rebellion 
in Scotland in forty-five and forty-fix, 
and in that, out of three battles, fhe 
was twice beaten, till by thus redu- 
cing their numbers (as we Ihall yours) 
and taking a fuppjy fhip that was co- 
ming to Scotland with cloaths, arms 
and money (as we have often done) 
fhe was at laft enabled to defeat them. 
England was never famous by land ; 
her officers have generally been fuf- 
pec~led of cowardice j have more of 
the air of a dancing-mailer than a 
foldier, and by the. fample we have 
taken prifoners we begin to give the 
preference to ourfelves. Her ftrength 
of late has lain in her extravagance; 
but as her finances and her credit are 
now low, her finews in that line be- 
gin to fail faft. 4 s a nation fhe is 
the poortii in Europe; for were 
the whole kingdom, and all that is in 
it, to f)e put up to fale like the eftate 
of a bankrupt it would, not fetch a* 
much as fhe owes : yet this thoughtlefs 
Wretch muft go to war, and with the 
avowed deiign too of making us beafts 
of burthen, to fupport her in riot and 
debauchery, and to aflift her after- 
wards in diftreifing thofe nations who 
are now our beft friends. This ingra- 
titude may {hit a tory, or the unchrif- 

ti*n 
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fiaft peeviftntefs'olT a fallefAf quaker, 
fct* iwrwelfe'. 

'Tis the unfcajppy temper of thfc- 
Engliffi? to Ifc pfeufetf wfch any wa>, 
right or wrong, be it but fuccefsful ; 
bat they foeto'g^mv discontented with 
ill fertuwe, and' it is an even chance 
jtbtet they rfrp as clamorous iof pe$ce 
nettt ftfmmer, ad 

wete for war laft winter. In 
tHiY riattofal view* of things* youv 
Jtfrdfnijpftanrfsinavttyugly, critical 
fivuatienv Ypur whole character is 
faked upert yourlaureis ; if they wi- 
ther, you wither with then* ; if they 
ffoi*rif&, yofr cahfcot live tengtoloOR" 
at then*; and at any rate, the blacjt 
aefcOfttft ; hereafter is not far off. What 
lately appeared to* us misfortunes* 
were only blefiings in- difguife ; and 
the feeimng advantages on your fide, 
have turned out to our profit. Evert 
our lofs of this city, as far as we can 
fee, might be a 1 principal gain to us: 
fhe more furface you fpread over, the . 
thinner you will be, and the eafiey 
ifriped away ; and our confofetidn un- 
der that apparent difafter would be, 
that the eftates of the Tories would 
Become fecarities for the repairs. In- 
fhort, there is no old ground we can 
fail upon, bat fome new foundation 
rife* again to fupport us. " We 
have* put, Sir> our hands to* the 
'lough, and curfed be he that looketh 

Your king, in his fpeech to par- 
liament lalVipring, declared tothem, 
" That' he had no donbt but the 
gfeat : forte they had enabled him to 
lend to America j would effectually 
reduce the rebellious colonies." It : 
Ids not, neither can it ; but it has^ 
done jint* enough to lay the founda- 
tion of its own neXTyear's ruin* Yoi* 
are fenff bit that you left England in' 
a" divided- diftrafted ftate of politics, 
and, by the command you had here, 
you became a principal prop in the 
cbutt' party"; their fortunes reft on 
yours ; by a iihgle 1 exprefs you can fix* 
their value with-the public, and the 



degree tawhfch tkcirfpints'mall ri« 
or fall ; they are m your hands as 
flock, and ybu haver the fecret of the 
alley with yew. Tiro* frtuated and 
connected* yo« become the tmbrten- 
tiotfal ntechanjcai iriftroment of yoUjr 
own and their overthrow. The 

ntinhbers pait corujuefl out of 
doubt, and the credit of both depend^ 
ed on the p-roof* To fupport them 
in the interim, it was neceffary >oa 
ihould make tile moty of every tfeiftgf 
ami we can ten 1 by Hugh Game's 
New- Yor^ paper what the complexion 
of the London Gazette is. With 
fuch alh% of victories, the nation cam- 
not expect you will aflc new fuppJie*; 
and to confefs your want of them 1 , 
would give the lie to your triumphs,, 
and impeach the mini-' 

flers or treafonable deceptiottj If 
you make the neceftary demand at 
home, your party finks j if you make 
it not, you fink yourfelf ; to aflc it 
now, is too late, ami to aikit before, 
wis too foen, and unlefs it arrive 
quickly will be of no ufe. Jn ihort, 
the pare you have to act, cannot be 
acted; ami I am fully perfaaded that 
all you have- to- truft to, is to do the 
befl you can with what focce you 
liave gp¥, Cfp little more. Though 
we have greatly excelled you in point 
of general (hip and bravery of men, 
yet, as a people, we have not enter- 
ed into the full foul of enterprize ; 
fbrl, who know England and the 
difpofirion of the. people well, ana> 
confident that' it is eaher for us toy 
effect a revolution there, than you a* 
conquefr here : a few thoufand metii 
Jftnded in England with the declarer 
defign 

bringing his miuiilers to trial, aivj 
fetting up' 

Head, would aflupedly carry their 
point* while you were groveling here 
ignorant of the matter. Aslfend all* 
my papers to England, this, lijte 
Common Senfej will find its way 
there;- awl thofcgh it may put onq 
party on their guard, it' will injorm 
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the other and the nation In general at any time, 
of our defign to help them. 

. Thus far, Sir, I have endeavoured 
to give you a picture of prefent affairs,: 
you may draw, from it what conclu- 
sions you pleafe. I wifti as wejl to 
the true proiperity of England as yott 
can, but I confijer Independence as 
America's natural Right and Intereft, 
and never could fee any real diflervice 
it would be to Britain. If an Englifh 
merchant receives an order and is 
paid for it, it famines nothing to him 
Who governs the country. This is 
my creed ofpolitics. If I have any 
where exprefled myfelf over warmly, 
it is from a fixt Immovable hatred I 
have, and ever had, to cruel men 
and cruel meafures. I have likewife 
an averfion to monarchy, as being 
too debafing to the dignity of man ; 
but I never troubled others with my 
notions till very lately, nor ever pub- 
lifhed a fyllable in England in my life, 



A lifting Independent 
peace is my wifh, end, and aim ; and 
toaccompfifli that ** I pray God the 
Americans may never be defeated, 
and I truft while they have good offi- 
cers, and are well commanded, and 
willing to be commanded, that they 
neverwilh" Common Sense* 

Philadelphia) Jan* 13, 1777. 

The following paper is copied froni 
the Pennfylvania packet of February 

TranjlatUx of a Utter written hy a 
foreigner on his travels. 
Dear Sir, London, Dec, 3, 1776 
I Have now been fix months in 
England, and eight weeks of the time 
in or near this metropolis. You 
mould have heard from me before 1 , 
but my frequent excursions and con- 
tinual avocations, as well as the want 



of a proper opportunity, prevented. 

Agreeable to my promife, however, I 
What I write is pure nature, and my now fit down to give you fome account 
pen and my foul have ever gone to- of the character and politics of this 



gether. My *writings I have always 
given away, referving only the ex- 
pence of printing and paper, and 
Ibmetimes not even that. I have ne- 
ver courted either fame or intereft, 
and my manner of life, to thofe who 
Jcnow it, will juilify what I fay. My 
ftudy is to be aieful, and if your 
lordfhip loves mankind as well as I do, 
you would, feeing you cannot con- 
quer us, caft about and lend your 
hand towards accomplishing a peace. 
Our Independence, with God's blef- 
fing, we will maintain againft all 
the world ; but as we wifh to avoid 
evil ourfelves, we wifh not to inflict 
it on others. I am never overinqui- 
fitive into the fecrets of the cabinet, 
but I have fome notion, that if you 
neglect the prefent opportunity, that 
it will not be in our power to make 
a feparate peace with you afterwards ; 
for whatever treaties or alliances we 
form, we mail mod faithfully abide 
by ; wherefore you may be deceived, 
if you think you can make it with us 



ftrange people. So copious a fubjeft 
cannot be difcufled in one letter, but 
you fhall hear from me again when 
further obfervation hath enabled me to 
be more particular. 

The general character of the Eng- 
lifh is certainly the moft abfurd .and 
fantaftic that ever fell to the lot of 
human nature. As they are made up 
of contradictions, it would 'be unjuu 
to defcribe them by any uniform de- 
fignation. There is fcarce a virtue 
that adorns the mind, or a vice that 
difgraces mankind, but maybe afcribed 
to them as a nation ; but the former 
are often rendered ineffectual by mik 
application, and the latter qualified 
by a levity of manners that (hews them 
not to be conftitutional. An Englifh- 
man will treat his enemy with great 
generofity, and his friend with ingra- 
titude and inhumanity. * He will la- 
viih his wealth when he has but little, 
and become a miferable wretch, when 
fortune pours her riches into his purfe. 
He will brave the utmoft hardihips, 

and 
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and fuffer the feverefl trjals of life 
with heroic patience ; and will drown 
himielf, .becaufe the wind is in the 
eaft. lie will lend large Aims to 
a ftranger on the flighted fecurity ; 
and will £o to law with his riearefl re- 
lation to wrong him out of his eft ate. 
To-day his Heart expands with focial 
benevolence ; to-morrow he is cold; 
fullen arid referred." To day he po£ 
{efTes the wealth of a nabob ; to-mor- 
row he refufes a grdat to a beggar; 
-r-In Ihoft; cohtradi&ion arid abfurdity 
make an Englilhman. 

During die lad century this people 
haverifen to a great height of wealth 
and power; but the inftability of 
their temper will not fuffer them to 
enjoy any bleffing in poffeffion. At 
peace with all the world ; feared arid 
refpecled by their neighbours ; daily 
enjoying the benefits of an extenfive 
and uninterrupted commerce ; an 
eftablifhed policy, and a reformed 
religion, are circumftarices fufficient, 
one would fuppofe,- to render any 
people happy and content. But the 
thirft of lawlefs ambition can never 
be fatisfied. — The Englifli affrime to 
themfelve* the character of being the 
mod jujf, generous and humane nation 
in the world ; and yet they carry on 
the African trade : a trade attended 
with circumflances of cruelty and hor- 
ror that difgrace human nature ; 
whereby they fallen for life the chains 
of mifery and fervitudeon fome hun- 
dreds of their fellow creatures every 
year. They fent one Give to the 
Eaft Indies to eflablifh a dominion 
there. A country which the Creator 
never defigned 'mould belong to the 
Englilh, as is evident from his placing 
it on the oppofite fide of the globe* 
artd made the inhabitants of a diffe- 
rent complexion. This Clive how- 
ever arrived with his forces in the 
Eaft r Iridies ; and under the fancliort 
of his mofl gracious majefty and zfree 
parliament, put to death fome hun- 
dred thonfands of the inhabitants by 
the fword, famine, and by the moll 



atrocious cruelties— and . fo returned 
to England with immenfe riches, ana 
a wife fet in diamonds, and was 
made a lord ; and then with great 
deliberation 

to the fatisfactlon of the 
whole court. — You will he furprized 
at this ; but the people here are not 
furprized at all. It is no unufual 
thing to fperid an evening with a 
great man in all the eafy gaiety of 
focial life, and to hear next. morning 
that he had hanged himfelf 1 in a lia- 
ble, or pracYifed phlebotomy with a 
razor oh his own jugular vein; The 
Snglifh now govern in the Eaft-Indies 
with a fuprerriacy of power, and a 
tyranny fo pure and unalloyed AvitK 
any mixture of juflice or humanity, 
as could not have been exceeded in 
the reigns of the twelve Caefars. 

This exploit being accomplifhcd to 
the glory of God and honour of the 
nation j their jufi y generous and hu- 
mane turned his attention to 
America* There he had three mil- ' 
lions of whd" loved, honoured 
and obeyed him. He governed them 
by men of his own nomination ; he 
had the whole regulation of their* 
commerce, and the overflowings of 
their wealth were conducted by eafy 
and natural channels to his coffers, 
and to the purfes of the merchants 
and manufacturers of kingdom. 
But he has quarrelled with peo- 
ple, becaufe they are fo flupid they 
cannot underftand, or fo obflinate 
that they will not acknowledge that 
two and two make five. Volumes 
have been written on this fubjeft; 
and all the force of reafon and elo- 
quence exerted to convince this wife 
that he is in an error. The 
American* have mofl emphatically 
befeeched him to accept of the undif- 
guifed loyalty of their hearts, de- 
claring that they-ere fatisfied that the 
fruits of their induflry fhould, zs'here- 
to/ore, center with him and peo- 
ple to enrich arid aggrandize them ; 
but humbly re^uefl that they may not 

* £<& 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 

be compelled to acknowledge that 
two and two tkak'e five, which would 
be a znoft diftreffirig violation of truth ; 
as they know and are fully convinced 
that they make only four. 

But this humane is far from 

giving up the point. He has rejecV 
* ed their petitions with fcorn, and 
ipurned at their otfers of atfeclion and 
fidelity. . He declares he will even 
rifk. the of his ancestors, but 

he will make the obflinate Americans 
own this new do&rine. 

To be as good as his word, he hath 
fent over not only fleets and 

armies, but hired a banditti of fo- 
reigners from a petty prince, who 
maintains himfelf and families by the 
merchandize of human blood, and 
has alfo employed Negroes and wild 
Indians to perfecute the poor Ameri- 
cans without mercy, until they fhall 
own that two and two make five. 

America is now a fcene of defla- 
tion and diftrefs. A theatre whereon 
is acled a real tragedy, enriched with 
every ipecies of cruelty and injuitice. 
^The royal army are ravifhing the 
women, murdering the men, and 
laying wafte that beautiful country 
under the conduct of Lord and Gene- 
ral Howe, who are cajoling fome and 
raining others of thefe inoffenfiye 
people, with all the compofure in 
the world. His moft gracious 
receives from time to time fuch ac- 
counts of their proceedings as they 
pleafe to give him, and is as happy 
as fuch a can be. Who could 

have thought that fo extenfive a 
country would be ravaged and plun- 
dered, becaufe the foohih inhabitants 
will not own that two and two make 
five, when their good and wife, par- 
liament defire them to do fo ? efpe- 
cially when the confequence of fo 
doing can be only the utter ruin of 
themfelves and their pofterity for 
ever. 

But this is not all. The Ameri- 
cans, highly rtienting this treatment, 
have declared before God a ad the 
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world, that they will be no longer 
penfioners of the fmiles or frowns of 
fuch a , or dependent on the 

juflice or humanity of a who 

pays no regard to either ; but that 
they are determined to be from hence- 
forth a free people; and will enjoy 
the inestimable privilege of believing 
and faying that two and two make 
only four, agreeable to the common 
ienfe of mankind. How this affair 
will terminate is a matter of fome 
uncertainty. But the chance is tea 
to one that . 

for this ridicnlou* 
whim, this ignis fatuus in politics. 

You will fay the could not 

act upon fuch abfurd principles, were* 
he not countenanced and fupported 
in his folly by the co-incident folly of 
the people. — True — But the folly of 
the people is of a different nature from 
that of the . The people 

fee plainly with the Americans, that 
two and two can never make 7?^ and 
yet they fupport 9 s dogma 

with might and main. The truth is, 
they have by degrees refigned fo much 
power into the 's hands, that 

they dare not now contradict any 
thing pleaie to aiTert. Ana 

if power mould be further in- 
creafed by the fubjeftion of America 
to .difpofal, the ruined people 0$ 
England may bid adieu to their con* 
ftitution for ever. Some of the wifefl 
among them fay this, and have de- 
clared that the falvation of England 
depends on the fuccefs of the Ameri- 
cans in the prefent war. This infa- . 
tuated people have tired the world 
for thefe hundred years with loud 
eulogiums on liberty and their con- 
ilitution, and yet they daily fee that 
very constitution Ianguifhing in a deep 
consumption without any efforts for 
its recovery. Inftead of enjoying a 
frame of government beautiful in ner 
proportions, and glowing with health 
and vigour, they are content to em r 
brace a rotten proftttute full of wounds 
D and 
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and bruifes and putrifying fores. 
Amufed With trifles, and long ac- 
cuftomed to venality and corruption, 
they are not alarmed at the dreadful 
confequences. They love to talk of 
their Beloved conflitution becaufe the 
idea is agreeable ; and they honour 
their becaufe it is the fafhion. 

They worfhip the fliadow of liberty 
with ah idolatrous adoration, neg- 
lecting the 1 fubflance as a thing of no 
value. Half the 1 y of the nation 
is fupported by two popular Tongs, 
viz. God /aire the king, and Britons 
ftrike home. Thefe are vociferated at 
taverns, over porter, punch and wine, 
till the imagination is heated and the 
blood in a ferment, and then the 
Worthy patriots ftagger forth and 
commit all manner of riots and excefs 
in honour of their king and country. 
There are fanatics in politics as well 
as religion, and perfecution is the 
confequence in both, when men re- 
Fufe to attend to the cool dictates of 
Common fenfe. The men in power 
know this weaknefs of the multitude j 
and whenever they find them grow 
uneafy under their encroachments, 
they get half a dozen court fcribblers 
to expatiate on the bleflings of the 
Bri'tim conflitution, and fing the 
fweet lullaby of liberty to the people 
to keep them quiet. Juft as a nurfe 
rattles three pieces of tin in a little 
rufh bafket to amufe her crying child. 
The poor infant thinks it has' the 
world in pofleffion, and is fatisfied. 
The Englilh are not a people of an 
inventive genius. Moll of their able 
men are natives of other countries. 
The Scotch far exceed them in lite- 
rature j and, in the arts, France and 
other nations invent for them, and 
they improve upon their inventions. 
Few ufeful arts owe their origin to 
native Englifh. The quadrant called 
Hadley's, was t undoubtedly the con- 
trivance of an American, though 
Hadley aflumed the reputation of that 
difcovery. They were in high luck 
when a Shakefpeare and a Newton 



) 

happened to be born amongfl them. 
The whole nation reft their credit 
upon thefe two men. 

The extreme ignorance of the com- 
mon people of this ti*vilixed and po- 
lijhed country is fcarcely to be credited. 
They know nothing but the particu- 
lar branch of bufinefs to which their 
parents or the parifh happened to put 
them apprentice. They are com- 
pelled to practice that with unremit- 
ting diligence, and beyond that they 
feldom extend their ideas. A manu- 
facturer has been brought up a maker 
of pin-heads. He hath been at it 
forty years, and of courje he make* 
them with great dexterity; but he 
cannot make a whole pin for his life. 
He thinks it is the perfection of hu- 
man nature to make pin-heads. He 
leaves other matters to inferior abili- 
ties. It is enough for him that he 
believes in the Athanafian creed, re- 
verences the fplendor of the court, 
and makes pin-heads. This he ef- 
teems the fum total of religion, po- 
litics and trade. He is fure that 
London is the fineftcity in the world : 
Black-friars the moft magnificent of 
all poffible bridges, and the river 
Thames the largeft river in the uni- 
verfe. — It is in vain to tell him that 
there are many rivers in America in 
comparifon of which the Thames is 
but a ditch; that there are fingle 
provinces there larger than all Eng- 
land, and that the colonies formerly 
belonged to Great-Britain, now in- 
dependent ftates, are vaftly more ex- 
tenfive than England, Wales, Scot- 
land and Ireland taken together. He 
cannot conceive this. He goes into 
his beft parlour and looks at a map 
of England five feet fquare ; on the 
other fide of the room he fees a map 
of North and South America not four 
feet fquare, and cries ho-iv can this be ? 
It is altogether impojfible f He has read 
the Arabian Nights entertainments, 
and he hears this wonderful account 
of America. He believes the one as 
much as the other. That a giant 

fhould 
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ft>6uld rife out of the fea, or that the 
Delaware mould be a larger river than 
the Thames, are equally inconceiv- 
able to him. Talk to him of the 
Britim conftitution, he will tell you 
it is a glorious one; Ije adores it. 
Afk him what it is, and he does not 
know even its firft principles. Men- 
tion the freedom of elections, and he 
will tell you he has no bufinefs with 
thefe matters — that he lives in a bo- 
rough, and that it is impolfible but 
that 'Squire Gpofecap mult reprefent 
that borough in parliament ; for his 
lady comes every Sunday to the pa- 
rim church in a damafk gown, an4 
fits in a pew lined with green cloth — 
how then can it be otherwife l-~ Be- 
fides, 'Squire Goofecap is acquainted 
with the prime minifter. Theft are 
things he is no way concerned in. 
He believes in the Athanafian creed, 
is aftonifhed at,the fplendor of the 
court, and makes pin-heads — and 
what more can be expected of man ? — 
It is quite otherwife in America. 
The loweft of the people there are 
not without fome degree of general 
knowledge. They turn their hands 
to every thing. Their fttuatiqn 
obliges them to do fo. ' A farmer 
cannot run to an artift upon every 
trifling occafion. He mull make and 
mend and contrive for himfelf. This 



the fun is occafioned by the real mo- 
tion of the earth. In mort, he knows 
that notwithftanding the determina- 
tion of Lords and Commons to 
the contrary, t*wo and tivo can never 
make five* 

Such are the people of England, 
and fuch are the people of America. 
They are now at daggers drawn, ^t 
firft the Americans knew little or 
nothing of warfare ; but they improve 
daily. The Britim troops are teach* 
ing them the art of conqueft, and they 
find them very apt fcholars. The 
probable confequenceis, that England 
will lofe, and America gain an em- 
pire. 
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December 19. 
General Orders. 
Quarters, Philadelphia, De- 
cember 14, 1776. 
Colonel Griffin is appointed Adju- 
tant General to the troops in and 
about this city. All orders from the 
General, through him, either written 
or verbal, are to be ftriclly attended 
to, and punctually obeyed. 

In cafe of an alarm of fire, the city 
guards and patroles are to fuffer the 
inhabitants to pafs unmoleited at any 
hour of the night, and the good peo- 



ple of Philadelphia are earneftly re 
I obferved in my travels through that f quelled and defired to give every aflift- 
country. In many tpwns and in ance in their power, with engines and 



every city they have public libraries. 
Not a moemaker nor a taylor but 
will find time to read. He acquires 
knowledge imperceptibly and gets a 
|ove for books. — He reads voyages 
and travels, and becomes acquainted 
with the geography, cuitoms and 
characters of other countries. He 
ftudies the firft principles of govern- 
ment ; he knows the great outlines 
of his rights as a free man, as a citi- 
zen, and is proud of the character; 
not as an empty name, but for its 
fubftantial benefits. He amufes him- 
felf a lii'tle with aftronomy, and 
Jcnows that the -apparent motion of 



buckets, to extinguifh the fire. And 
as the Congrefs, have ordered the city 
to be defended $0 the Iaft extremity, 
the General hopes that no perfon will 
refufe to give every afliftance poffible 
to complete the fortifications that are 
to be erected in and about the city. 

Israel Putnam. 
In CONGRESS, November 12, 17^6^ 
Upon re-confidering the refolutipa 
of the 1 6th of September laft, for raid- 
ing 83 battalions to (ervc during the 
prcfent war with Great-Britain, Con- 
grefs being of opinion that the readi- 
nefs of the inhabitants of thefe ftates, 
to enter into Che fervice for limited 
t) 1 times, 
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in defepce of their invaluable ments would foon expire, conceived 

the defign of penetrating into the 



tmwes. 

privilege*, on aH former occafions, 
gives good ground tx> hope the fame 
steal for the public good will appear in 
future, when the neceffity calls for 
their afliftance, and the uncertain 
length of time which forces rai fed du- 
ring the continuance of the war may, 
be compelled to ferve, may prevent 
many from inlifting, who would other- 
wife readily manifeft their attachment 
to the common caufe, by engaging 
for a limited time : 

Therefore refolved, That all non- 
com miffioned officers and foldiers who 
do not incline to engage their fervice 
during the continuance of the prefent 
war, and (hall inlift to ferve three 
years, unlefs fooner difcharged by 
Congrefs, (hall be intitled to and re- 
ceive all fuch bounty and pay as are 
allowed to thofe who inlift .during the 
prefent war, except the 100 acres of 
land,, which land is to be granted 
thofe only who enlift without limita- 
tion of time. And each recruiting of- 
ficer is required to provide two dif- 
tincl enlifting rolls, one for fuch to 
fign who inlift during the continuance 
, of the war, and the other of fuch as 
Inlift for three years, if their fervice 
ihall be fo long required. 

By order of Congrefs, 

John Hancock, Pref. 



Jerfies, and hoped, by pufhing their 
fucceffes, to be compleatly victorious* 
Accordingly, on Wednefday morning, 
the 20th of November, it was drf- 
covered that a large body of* Britifh 
and Heffian troops had croffed the 
North river, and landed about fix 
miles above the fort. As our force 
was inferior to that of the enemy, the 
fort unfinifhed, and on a narrow neck 
of land ; the garrifon was ordered to 
march for Hackinfack bridge, which, 
though much nearer the enemy than 
the fort, they quietly fuffered our 
troops to take poffeffion of. The 
principal lofs fuffered at Fort Lee was 
that of the heavy cannon, the greateil 
part of which was left behind. Our 
troops continued at Hackinfack bridge 
and town that day- and half of the 
next, when the inclemency of the 
weather, the want of quarters, and 
approach of the enemy, obliged them 
to proceed to Aquaconack, and from 
thence to Newark ; a party being left 
at Aquaconack to obferve the motions 
of the enemy. At Newark our little 
army wasVeinfqrced by Lord Sterling's 
and Col. Hand's brigades, which had 
been ftationed at Brunfwick. Three 
days after our troops left Hackinfack, 
a body of the enemy crofted the Paftaic 
above Aquaconack, made their ap- 



Journal of the American Army , from the *«proaches flowly towards Newark, and 



taking of Fcrt Wajhington, 
{Publijhed in the Pennfylvania Journal.) 
Fort Wafhington being obliged 
to furrender, by a violent attack 
made by the whole Britifh array, 
on Saturday the 16th of Novem- 
ber, the Generals determined to eva- 
cuate Fort Lee, which being prin- 
cipally intended to preferve the com- 
munication with Fort Wafhington, 
ifcas become in a manner ufelefs. The 
ftores were ordered to be removed, 
and great part of fhem was imme- 
diately fent off. The enemy knowing 
the divided ftate of our army, and 
that the terms of the foldiers inlift- 



ffeemed extremely defirous that we 
fhould leave the town without their 
being put to the trouble of fighting for 
it. ' The diftance from Newark t<? 
Acquaconack is nine miles, and they 
were three days in marching that 
diftance. From Newark our retreat 
was to Brurifwick, ,and it was hoped 
the afTiftance of the Terfey Militia 
would enable General Wafhington to 
make the Banks of the Rariton the 
bounds of the enemy's progrefs; but on 
the ill of Dec. the army was greatly 
weakened, by the expiration of the 
terms of the enliftments of the Mary- 
land and Jerfey Flying Camp ; and tl^e 

militia 
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jnUvtia, 5ftt coming & <b, £>qu a? w*s 

expected, another retreat was the ne- 
cefTar/yconfequence, Our army reap- 
ed Trenton on the 4^ of ^December, 
continued there fciU'tJwi 7th, and then, 
on the approach qf the enemy, it was 
thought proper 50 pafs the Delaware. 

This retreat was cenfured by fomje 
as pufillamous and difgraceful ; bu{, 
did they know that our army was at 
one time lefs than a, thoufand effective 
men, and never more than 4000,-!— 
that the number of the enemy was at 
}eaft 8000, exclufive of their artillery 
and light hprfe, — that this handful 0/ 
Americans retreated fla^wly afcove 80' 
miles without lpfing a dozen men— 
and that fufFering themfebfes to be 
forced to an aftion, would hai(e bcej* 
their iritire deftruftion — did they know 
this, they woulcj never have cenfu$c4 
It at all- — they would have called ix 
prudent— polterity will call it glorious 
— and the names of Wafhington and 
Fabius will run parallel to eternity. 
-> The enemy, intoxicated with.fucr 
cefs, refolved to enjoy the fruits of 
their conqueft. Fearlefs.of an attack 
from this. fide the river, thw cantoned 
in parties at a diftance torn each 
other, and fpread mifery *nd de- 
flation wherever tijey went. Their 
fr-age and lull, their avarice and cruelty, 
knew no bounds ; and murder, ra- 
vifhmenft,' plunder, ani the moil 
brutal treatment of every fex and age, 
were the firft acts that fignalized their 
conqueft. .And if fuch were their out- 
rages on the partial fubjection of a few 
villages- -good God! whatconfummate 
vvreuhedncft is in Hore for that flate 
over which their power fhall be fully 
eftablilhcd. 

While tl^ e^nemy wefe in this 
fituatioD, their fecurity was increafed 
lby the captivity qf General Lee, whQ 
•was unfortunately uken in the rear of 
Lis army, Dec. 13th, at Bafltinridge, 
by a party of light-horfe, commanded 
by Col. Harcourt. The fortune of 
our arms was now at its loweft ebb — 
but the tide was beginning to turn — 



the mfttia of this city had joined 6* 

neral Wa(hia.gtou-^the jmelioii of the 
two armies, was (qoq after eifeded^- 
and the back counties of this flats, 
routed by the diftrefies of America, 
poured QMt their yeomanry to the 
afiillance 0/ the . comi»ental army* 
General Washington began now to 
have a refpeftahie- force, and refolved 
not to t>e idle.. Qn the 26th of Da- 
member ^e croftd the Delaware, fur- 
prifed three regiments of Heffians, 
and with little, or no lofs, took near 
a thoufand prifoaers. [His letter, 
which is here inserted in the Journal, 
the reader will njod In page 302, of 
laft volume.] 

Soon after this manoeuvre, aad 
Vfkite the enemy were collecting their 
fcattcu*e4 troops at Princeton and 
Bn^nfwick, Gen, Wtfliington crofted 
the Delaware with all his atmy. Oa 
the -2d of January the enemy began 
to advance towards Trenton, which 
they entered in the afternoon, and 
the re bejng nothing but a fnaall creek 
between the two armies, a general 
engagement was expected next day— 
This it wft* naniiefll^ our advantage 
to avoid ; and by a l&after-ikroke of 
generalship, Gen* Washington frees 
himfelf from his difagceeable fituation, 
amd furprizes a party of the enemy irt 
Princeton, which obliges their main 
body to return to Braafwick, as is 
more particularly related in- the fol- 
lowing account. 

Congrefs has received the following. In* 
ttUigeneefrom the Jrmy at Fluckcmin^ 
in the State of Ne#i-Jerfey 9 Jan. 5. 
" On the 2dinft. the enemy began 
to advance upon us at Trenton ; 
and, after fome ikirmifhiog, the head 
of their column reached that placo 
about four of o'clock, whilft their rear 
Was as far hack as Maidenhead. 
They attempted to pafs Sanpinck 
creek, which runs through Trenton, 
at different places ; but finding the 
forts guarded, they halted and kindled 
their fires. We were drawn up on the 
fouth fide of the creek. In this 

fituation 
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fituation we remained till dark, can- 
nonading the enemy, and receiving 
the fire of their field pieces, which 
did but little damage. 

** At twelve o'clock, after renewing 
oar fires, and leaving guards at the 
bridge in Trenton, and other paffes, 
on the fame ftream above, we marched 
by a round about road to Princeton* 
We found Princeton about fun-rife, 
with only three regiments, and three 
troops of light horfe in it, two of 
which were on their march to Trenton. 
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confined to the narrow compafi of 
Brunfwicfc and Amboy. On all fides 
by land they are furrounded by our 
troops. They cannot ftir out ta 
forage but in large parties, which fel- 
dom return without lofs. Their con- 
tinual apprehenfions of an attack, and 
our frequent fkirmifhes with them, 
harrafsthem extremely; anddeferters, 
who come in daily, declare that their 
duty is heavy beyond conception. 
From this circumftance we hope in a 
week or two they will be obliged to 
retire to their old bounds, from 
whence, in a few months, they will, 



Thefe three regiments, efpeqially the 

two firft, made a gallant refinance, vuw».w. «» « *^» utui 

and, in killed, wounded, and pri- probabrp, be driven on board their 

foners, muft have loft -five hundred lhips. The American arms can never 

men.. Upwards of one hundred of be in the iituarion they have been ; 

them were left dead on the field ; and partial' inliftments are now done away, 

with thofe carried on by the army, r.and it is expected a large (landing 

and. fuch as were taken in the pur&it, * ajsny will be able to take the field 



and carried acrofs the Delaware, there 
are near three Hundred priidners, 
fourteen of whom are officers — all 
Britiflt. 

♦< CoL , Capt. Neal, of the 

artillery, Capt. Fleming, who com- 
manded the firft Virginia regiment, 
and four or five other valuable officers, 
with about twtnty-five or thirty pri- 
vates, were flain jn the field. Our 
whole lofs cannot be afcertained, as 
many who were in purfuit of the 
enemy, whom they chafed three or 
four miles, are not yet come in. We 
burnt the enemy's hay, and deftroyed 
fuch other things as the occafion would 
admit. 

" From the beft intelligence we 
have, been able to get, the enemy 
were fo much alarmed at the appre- 
henfion of lofing their ftores at Brunf- 
wiek, that they marched immediately 
thither from Trenton without halting, 
and got there before day. 

" Soon after this affair, General 
f/faxield furpufed Elizabeth Town, 
took near an hundred priioners and a 
quantity of baggage. By thefe re- 
peated fucceffes the enemy have, been 
obliged to relinquifh almoft all their 
pc&flions in the Jerfeys, and are now 



will 
early in the*fpring.* And when our 
readers are told, that the American 
army has hitherto been inferior to the 
enemy in number** they may freely 
encourage the moft fanguine hopes of 
our future fuccefs." 



The fcfawing letters are genuine* 

Eag!e i June the zoih y 1 776. 

i carilot, my worthy friend, per- 
mit the letters and parcels which I 
have fent (in tfce ftate I received 
them) to be. landed, without adding 
a word upon the fubject. of the in* 
jurious extremities in which our un- 
happy difputes have engaged us. 

'You will barn the nature of my 
miflion, from the official difpatches, 
which I have recommended to be for- 
warded by the fame conveyance. 
Retaining all the earneftnefs I ever 
expreffed^to fee our differences ac- 
commodated , I mall <*nceive, if \ 
meet with the difpofitiot in the Co- 
lonies which I watf once taught to 
expeel, the meft .flattering hopes of 
proving ferviceable in the objects of 
the King's paternal folicjtude, by pro- 
moting the eftablifhment of lafting 
peace and union with the Colonies. 
But if the deep-rooted prejudices ot 
America* 
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America, and the neceffity of prevent- vernment, 
ing her trade from paffing into Foreign 
channels, muft keep us ftill a divided 
people ; I (hall, from every private 
as well as public motive, moft heartily 
lament that this is not the moment 
wherein thofe great objects of my am« 
bition are to be attained : and that I 
am to be longer deprived of an op- 
portunity to afture you perfonally of 
the regard with which I am 

Your fincere and faithful 
humble fervant, 

Howe. 

P. S* I was difappoi*ted of the op- 
portunity I expe&ed for fendjng this 
letter at the the time 'it was dated. 
And have been ever finqe prevented 
by calms and contrary winds, from 
getting here, to inform .Gen. Howe 
of the comraiflion with which I have 
the fatisfadion to be charged, and of 
his being joined in it. 
Off of Sandy Hco&, I 2th of July. 

Superfcribed Howe. 
To B. Franklin, Efq; Philadelphia. 



Philadelphia, Jufy 30, 1776* 
My Lord, 
I received fafe the letters your Lord- 
Ihip fo kindly forwarded to me, and 
beg you to accept my thanks. 

The official dtfpatches to which you 
Fefer me, contain nothing more than 
what we had feen in the act of par- 
liament, viz. «* Offers of pardon upon 
iubmiffion ;" which I was forry to 
find, as it muft give your Lordfhfp 
pain to be fent fo far on fo hopeiefs a 
bufinefs. 

Directing pardons to be offered to 
the colonics, who are the very parties 
injured, exprefles indeed that opinion 
of our ignoeanot, bafenefs, and in- 
fenfibility, which your uninformed 
and proud nation has long been pleafed 
to entertain of us ; but it can have no 
other effect than that of increafing our 

refentments. It is impoflible we 

fljould think of fubmiilion to a go- 



that has with the moft 
wanton Barbarity and cruelty burnt 
our defencelefs towns in the midft of 
winter, excited the favages to mafla- 
cre our [peaceful] farmers, and our 
flaves to murder their matters, and 
is even now * bringing foreign mer- 
cenaries to deluge our fettlemertts 
with blood. Thefe atrocious injurie* 
have extinguished every fpark of af- 
fection for that parent country wc 
once held fo dear : — bat were it pof- 
fible for us to forget and forgive them, 
it is not ppffiblcforjwr (fmeari the 
Britifh nation) to forgive the people 
you have fo heavily injured;— you 
can never confide again in thofe as 
fellow fubjeds, and permit them to 
enjoy equal freedom, to whom you 
know you have given fuch juft caufes 
of lafting enmity ; and this muft im- 
pel you, were we again under your 
government, to endeavour the break- 
ing our fpirit by the fevereft tyranny, 
^and obftructing by every means in 
-your power our growing flrength and 
profperity. 

But yourLonfrhip mentions " the 
king's paternal folicitude for pro- 
moting the eftablifhment of laiting 
peace and union with the colonies.'* 
If by peace is here meant, a peace to 
be entered into by diftinct ftates, now 
at war, and his Majefty has given 
your Lordfhip powers to trea* with us 
of fuch a peace, I may venture to fay, 
though without authority, that ' i 
thmk a treaty for that purpofe not 
quite impracticable, before we enter 
into foreign alliances. But I am 
perfuaded you have no fuch power?. 
Your nation, tho' b^ punifhing thofe 
American governors who have fo- 
mented the difcord, rebuilding our 
burnt towns, and repairing as far as 
poflible the mifchiefs done us, (he 
might recover a great mare of our 
regard, and the greateft mare of our 
growing commerce, with all the ad- 
vantages of that additional flrength, 

to 



* The reader muft remember, that about thU time the Heftans, &c. hat juft urivU 
frosi Europe at Statenlfland in New* York. 
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to be derived from a friend/hip with 
us ; — 1 know top well her abounding 
pride and deficient wifdom, to believe 
flie will ever take fach felutary mea- 
fures. Her fondnefs for conqueft as 
a warlike nation ; her luft of domi- 
nion as an ambitious one ; and her 
thirft for a gainful monopoly as a 
commercial one (npne of them legi- 
timate caufes of war) will all join to 
hide from her eyes every view of her 
true intereft; and continually goad 
her on in tfcefe ruinous diftant expe- 
ditions, fo deftruttive both of lives 
and of treaiure r that they muft prove 
as pernicious to her in the end, as 
the Croifades jfcrmerly were to moft 
of the nations of Europe. 

I have not the va^ky, my Lord, 
to think of intimidating by thus pxe r 
difling the effecls of this war ; for I 
know it will in England have the 
fate of all my former predictions* not 
to be believed tiii the event mall 
verify it. 

Long did I endeavour with un- 
feigned and unwearftd zeal* to pre- 
ferve from breaking that iine and no- 
ble china vafe — the Britifh empire; 
for I knew that being once broken, 
the ferparate parts could not retain 
even their mare of the ftrength and 
value that exifted in the whole ; and 
fchat a perfect re-union of thefe parts 
could fcarce ever be hoped for. Your 
Lordfllip may poffibly remember the 
tears cf joy that wet my cheek, wheh, 
at your good filler's in London, you 
once gave me expectations that a re- 
conciliation might foon take place. — 
I had the misfortune to find thefe ex- 
pectations difappointed, and to be 
treated as the caufe of the* mifchief I 
was labouring to prevent. My con- 
folation under that groundlefs and 
malevolent treatment was, that I re- 
tained the friendship of many wife 
and good men in > that country* and 
among the reft fome mare in the re- 
gard of Lord Howe. 

The well founded efteem, and per- 
mit me to fey affection, which 1 mall 
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always have for yoor Lordmip, make 
it painfel to me to fee you engaged in 
conducting a war, the great ground of 
which, as defcribed in your letter, ia 
** the neceffity of pre venting the Ame^ 
rican trade from paffmg into fbreiga 
channels." : To me it teems, that 
neither the obtaining or retaining any 
trade, how valuable foever, is an 
object for which men may juftly fpiH 

, each others blood ; that the true and 
fure means of extending and fecuring 
commerce, are the goodnefs and 
dieapnefs of commodities ; and that 
the profits of no trade cah ever be 
equal to the expence of compeiKng it, 
and hoWwg, it by fleets and armies. 
I confider this war againft us, there- 
fore, as both imjuit, and un-wife; fthd 
I am perfaaded, that cool tthd dii- 
paffionate pofterity will condemn tb 
infamy thofe who adviled it ; and 
that even fuccefs will not fave from 
fome degree of difhemour, thoffc who 

* have voluntarily engaged to coAciudt 
it. 

, I know your great motive in com- 
ing hither was the hope of being in- 
ftritmental in a reconciliation ; and I 
believe, when you find that to be im- 

■ poi7ible,.on any terms given you to 
propofe, you will relinquish (0 odious 
a command, and return to a more' 
honourable private (ktion. 

With the greateft and moft fincere 
refpsa, 1 have the honour to 
- be, My Lord, your Lordfhip's 
moft obedient, humble fervant, 
B. Franxlin. 
Direfftrf fo ths Right Hon. 
Lord Vifconnt Honxx* 

[It is neceffary to mention that this 
correfpondence Was laid before the 
members of the continental congrefs, 
at the moment that it took place ; it 
being thought improper, that any' 
member of that body mould hold pri- 
vate intercourfe with Lord Kowe. It 
is to be prefumed, that admmiitration 
have likewife received copies of it 
through the hands of Lord Howe.] 
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In Congress, Sept. 14, 1776. 

Refolved, That alt the Continen- 
tal troops and militia, going home 
from fervice, reftore all Continental 
arms and other property, and alfo 
all ammunition remaining in their 
pofTeffion at the time of their being 
about to return, their pay to be 
withheld unlefs they produce certi- 
ficates from the Comrniflary of 
Stores, or Quarter Matter General, 
or their deputies in the department 
where fuch Continental troops or 
militia fliall ferve. And if any 
Continental property Or ammuni- 
tion be carried away by the militia 
before this refolve, ftoppages to be 
rhade from fuch' as have not recei- 
ved their pay, and that meafures 
be taken with thofe (who have been 
paid) by the Councils of Safety or 
legiflatures of each ftate for the re- 
storation of fuch Continental pro- 
perty and, ammunition. 

Extraft from the minutes, 

Charles Thomson, Secretary. 

In Congress, Nov. 4, 
Refolved, That any perfon who 
fliall apprehend a deferter, and 
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bring him to the regiment be be- 
longs to, upon certificate thereof 
by the Colonel or Commanding 
Officer, fhall receive five dollars, 
aud all reafonable expences, which ; 
is to be deducted from the pay of 
fuch foldier. 

That it be recommended to the 
feveral regiflatures, aflemblies, or 
conventions of the eoionies, to en- 
aft a law, or pafs an ordinance, 
inflicting the following punifhments 
upon fuch as harbour deferters, 
knowing them to be fuch, viz. ,a 
fine upon all fuch offenders,- not- 
lefs than 30, nor more than 50 dol- 
lars ; and in cafe of inability to pay 
the fine, to be punifhed with whip- 
ping, not exceeding thirty-nine 
lafhes for each offence. Alfo, that 
they empower the Commander in 
Chief, or other officer commanding 
a detachment, or any out port, to* 
adminifter an oath, and fwear any 
perfon or perfons to the truth of 
any information or intelligence, or 
any other matter relative to the 
public fervice. 

Charles Thomson, Secretary, 



United States LOTTERY, 1776. 

The SCHEME is that this Lottery confifts of Four Clane* of One 
Hundred Thoufand Tickets each* 



FIRST CLASS, 
1 00,000 Tickets, at ten Dollars each, are 

Deduction at .fifteen per e'enu ■ 



No. 

1 

2 

30 

400 

30,000 



V0I..V. 



Prizes. 

of 10,000 is 

5,000 

1,000 

500 

ao 

Carried to the fourth clafs 

E 



Dollars* 
10,000 
10,000 
30,060 
200,000 
400,000 

200,000 



1,000,000 
1 50,000 

850,000 



oor 



850,000- 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 34 ) 



SECOND CLASS. 

joo,ooo Tickets at twenty Dollars each, are — 

Deduction at fifteen fer cent* ■ 



2,000,000 
300,000 



No. 

z 
2 

10 

100 

820 

10,000 



Of 



Prizes. 

20,000 

10,000 

5,000 

1,000 

500 

3° 



is 



Dollars. 
20,000 
20,000 
50,000 

100,000 
'410,000 

600,000 



Carried to the fourth clafs 500,000 



1,700,000 



1,700,00* 



THIRD CLASS. 

100,000 Tickets, at thirty Dollars each, are — — 3,000,000 

Deduction at fifteen fer cent* ■ 450,000 



No. 

1 

1 

2 

■ 2, 

10 

200 

1000 

*o,ooo 



of 



Prizes. 

30,000 

20,000 

15,000 

10,000 

. 5,000 

i, 000 

500 

40 



ltf 



Dollars. 

30,000 

20,000 

30,000 

20,000 

50,000 

200,000 

500,000 

800,000 



2,550,000 



Carried to the fourth clafs, 9,000,000 



2,550,00© 



FOURTH CLASS. 

100,000 Tickets, at forty Dollars each, are ■ 4,000,000 

Deduction at fifteen per ant. ■ 600,000 

Q 3,400,000 

Brought from the firft clafs, — - — 200,000 

Second ditto, ■ > ■ 500,000 

Third ditto, — — 900,000 

5,000,000 
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No. 




Prizes. 


Dollari. 


i 


of 


50,000 


if 50,000 


2 




25,000 


50,000 


2 




15,000 


30,000 


2 




io,oco 


20 t OOO 


10 




5,000 


50,000 


100 




1,000 


% 200,000 


200* 




500 


100,000 


1,000 




300 


300,000 


15,000 




200 


3,000,000 


26,000 


Prizes. 


s° 


1,300,000 


45.3 1 ; 




57> 68 3 


Blanks. 




* 



51000,000 



100,000 Tickets. 

Not near one and a half blanks to a prize. 



This lottery is fet on foot by a 
refoiution of Congrefa, parted at 
Philadelphia, the 18th day of No- 
vember, 1776, for the purpofe of 
raifing a fum of money on loan, 
bearing an annual intereft of four 
per cent* which, with the fum arifing 
from the deduction, is to be applied 
for carrying on the prefent moftjuft 
and ncceflary war, in defence of the 
lives, liberties and property, of the 
inhabitants of ,thefe United States. 

The fortunate adventurers iti the 
firft tlafs, and fo in the fecond and 
third, who draw more than forty 
dollars, fhall, at their option, re- 
ceive a treafury bank note for the 
prize or prizes drawn, payable at 
the end of five years, and an an- 
nual intereft at the rate of four per 
cent, or the pre-emption of iurh 
tickets, in the next fucceedingoiafs, 
as fhall not be renewed within the 
time limited. 

Every adventurer in the firft clafa 
fhall have a right to go through the 
fubfequent clafTes, but fhall not be 
obliged to do it. 

The drawers of twenty, thirty, 
and forty dollars, in the firft, fe- 
cond, and third clafTes, who do not 
apply for their money within fix 



weeks after the drawing is finifhed, 
fhall be deemed adventurers in the 
next fucceeding clafs, and have their 
tickets renewed, without any far- 
ther trouble. 

If any- other fhall neglect or de- 
cline taking out and paying the price 
of their ticket for a iiibfequent clafs, 
within fix weeks after the drawing 
is ended, their tickets fhall be fold 
to the fortunate adventurers in the 
preceding clafs, or to fuch as fhall 
apply for the fame. 

The fortunate adventurers in the 
laft clafs, who draw fifty dollars, 
fhall, upon application to the com- 
miffioners of the loan offices, in the 
refpeclive ftates, where the drawers 
refide, receive their money without 
any deduction ; and all who draw- 
above fifty dollars, fhall receive in 
like manner, without deduction, for 
the fums drawn, treafury bank 
notes, payable at the end of five 
years after the drawing, at the loan 
office of the ftate in which the draw- 
ers refide. The intereft to com- 
mence from the laft day of draw- 
ing, and to be paid annually at the 
faid refpective loan offices. 

As this lottery is eftablifhed for 

the fole purpofe of raifing a fum of 

E 2 money, 
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money, for carrying on the prefent 
juit war, undertaken in defence of 
the rights and liberties of America, 
in which every individual and pofte- 
rity will be fo deeply interested, it is 
not doubted but every real friend to 
his country will mofl chearfully be- 
come an advehturer t and that the 
fale of the tickets will be very rapid, 
efpecially as even the unfucceisful 
adventurer will have the pleaiing 
reflection of having contributed, in 
a degree, to the great and glorious 
American caufe. 

The managers appointed by Con- 
grefs are Sharp Delany, John Pur- 
viance, Owen Biddle,, David Jack- 
fon, Jacobs Barge, Jonathan B, 
Smith, and James Searle, who are 
upon oath, and give bond for the 
faithful discharge of their trufh. 

The drawing of the firft clafs will 
begin at Philadelphia, the ioth day 
or" April next, or fooner, if fooner 
full. 

I he public will be advertifed as 
foon as the tickets are ready for fale. 

The managers are inilructed to 
fell the tickets for ready money only. 
Philad. Dec. 6, 1776. 

In Congress, Nov* 27, 1^76. 

Refolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to the legillatures of the tJnited 
States refpectiveLy,' to pafs fuch 
laws as will mo ft effectually tend to 
prevent the COUNTERFEITING 
or FORGING the TICKETs of 
the public lottery. 

Extract from the minutes, 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 

In Congress, Dec, 30, 1776. 
* It appearing to Congrefs that it 
will be extremely difficult, if not 
impracticable, to fupply the army 
of the United States with bacon, 
fal^e.d beef and pork, foap, tallow 
and candles, ur.lefs the exportation, 
thereof be prohibited. Therefore, 
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Refolved, That none of the faid 
articles, except fuch as may be ne- 
ceflary for the crew, be exported 
from any of the United States after 
the fifth day of January next, until 
the firft day of November next, or 
until Congrefs fhall make farther 
order therein. — And it is earneftly 
recommended to the executive pow- 
ers of the feveral United States, to 
fee that this refolation be flrictly 
complied with. 

December 31. Refolved, That 
any restriction heretofore impofed 
upon the exportation of ftaves or 
other lumber, except to Great Bri- 
tain , Ireland, and the Britifh illands, 
or any place under the dominion of 
Great-Britain^ ceafe. 

By order of Congrefs, 
John Hancock, President. 

In Congress, Dec. 27, 1776. 

Refolved, That the Council of 
Safety of Pennfylvania be requefted 
to take the mofl vigorous and fpeedy 
meafures for puniming all fuch as 
fhall refufe Continental currency, 
and that the General be directed to 
give all neceflary aid to the Council 
of Safety for carrying their mea- 
fures on this fubject into effectual' 
execution. 

By order of Congrefs, 

John Hancock, Prefident. 

Baltimore, Decemher 27, 1776, 
46 Gentlemen, 

** The great importance to the 
welfare of thefe United States of 
fupporting the credit of the Con* 
tinental currency, will fuggeft the 
propriety of the above refolve, 
whicli I am commanded by Con- 
grefs to tranfmit to you, and to 
requefl you will take meafures for an 
immediate compliance therewith. 

u i have wrote to the General to 
give you every neceflary afliflanee 
in carrying your determinations on 

this 
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this fubjed into effectual execution. 
I have the honor to be, gentlemen, 

Your moil humble fervant, 
John Hancock, Prefident. 
Hon. Council of Safety of 

Pennfylvania." 

Xn Council of Safetv, Philadel- 
phia, January i, 1777. 
. In confequence of the foregoing 
refolve of Congrefs, and the intelli- 
gence received from ievcral parts 
of this Hate, that the difaftected 
and enemies to the United States 
of America are purfuing the moft 
dangerous fchemes to deftroy the 
credit of the money ifiued under 
the authority of Congrefs, which 
wicked and mifchievous practices 
are likely to be attended with the 
jnoft pertiicious confequences, un- 
lefs immediately fupprefTed by a 
fpeedy and vigorous exertion of the 
■powers invefted in this Council, — 
Therefore, 

Refolved, That if any perfon or 
perfons, from and after the publi- 
cation of this refolve, fhall refufe 
to take Continental currency in 
payment -of any debt or contract 
whatfoever, or for any goods, mer- 
chandize, or commodity offered for 
fale, or fhall afk a greater price 
for any fuch commodity in Conti- 
nental currency than in any other 
kind of money or fpecie, on full 
proof made thereof before any three 
members of any county Committee, 
cr any three field officers of militia 
of this Hate, the perfon or perfons 
fo offending ihall, for the firft of- 
fence, be confidered as a danger- 
ous member to fociety, and forfeit 
the goods offered for fale or bar- 
gained for, or debt contracted, to 
the perfon to whom the goods were 
©ftered for fale, or by whom they 
were bargained for, or from whom 
fuch debt is due. And fhall more- 
Over pay a. fine of five ptunds to 
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the flate, to be levied immediately 
by the perfons to whom forfeiture* 
are directed to be paid by this re- 
folve, provided fuch debt or con- 
tract do not exceed that fum. But 
if the debt due, or price of fuch 
goods bargained for, or offered to 
fale, exceed the fum of five pounds, 
then the perfon offending as afore- 
faid fhall, befides the debt due, 
goods contracted for or offered for 
■tale, forfeit to the full amount of 
faid debt, contract or price agreed 
* on or demanded, one third part of 
fuch forfeiture to be for the ufe of 
the informer, and the remaining 
two third parts to the ufe of this 
•ffote, to be paid to the Committee 
of the county where the forfeiture 
is incurred, or, where no fuch 
Committee exifte, to the three field 
officers of the militia of the next 
neareft battalion, to be by thera 
tranfmitted to the public treafury 
of this flate, 3fter deducting reason- 
able cofls ; fuch forfeiture to be 
levied immediately by the direction 
and authority of the faid Commitee 
or field officers. And every perfon 
fo offending fhall, for the fecond 
offence, be fubjedt to the afore- 
mentioned penalties, andbebanifh- 
ed this itate to fuch place, and in 
fuch manner, as this Council fhali 
direct. Neverthelefs, if any perfon 
fhall think him or herfelf aggrieved 
by -the determination of the faid 
Committee or field officers, he or 
fhe fhall be allowed an appeal to 
this Council, provided the faid ap- 
peal be made within fix weeks after 
luch determination made, and in- 
formation thereof given, by the faid 
Committees or field officers, to the 
parties in writing. — A regular re- 
cord of the proceedings in every 
cafe to be tranfmitted to this Board 
in four weeks after determination. 

Refolved, That all perfons whofe 
fhops, ftores, or warchoufes have 

been 
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been heretofore fhut up, and have 
been retrained from carrying on a 
commercial intercourfe with the in- 
habitants of this ftate for refilling 
Continental currency, fhall be re- 
leafed from fuch reftraint, and per- 
mitted to open their {hops, ftores, 
and warehoufes, and that all per- 
fons who are in confinement for 
the fame offence be immediately 
difcharged from fuch confinement, 
to be fubjeel: neverthelefs to the pe- 
nalties defcribed in the foregoing 
refolution for future offences. 

By order of the Council, 
Thomas Wharton, jun. Preiident. 

Philadelphia, Feb. 4. The aflem- 
bly (who are entitled "TheRepre- 
fentatives of the Freemen of the 
Commonwealth of Pennfylvania") 
have pafled an act, making the Con- 
tinental bills, and the bills emitted 
by the refolves of the late aflemblies. 
a legal tender in all payments 
whatfoever. 

John Jacobs, Speaker- 
William Livingftone, Efq; Gover- 
nor of Jerfey, has iflued a procla- 
mation, dated the 17th of January, 
1777, appointing the 6th of March 
to be obferved throughout that 
ftate as a day of general faft, agree- 
able to a refolution of theCongrefs, 
appointing a general faft to be ob- 
ferved throughout the Colonies. 

Philadelphia, Dec. 27, 1776. 
The Honourable Congrefs having 
appointed a Committee of their 
body to tranfaft fuch Continental 
bufinefs in this city as may be pro- 
per and neceflary, the faid Com- 
mittee give this public notice, that 
they meet every day, and fit from 
ten to three o'clock, at their office 
in Front-ftreet, where Meflri. Bar- 
clay and Mitchell lately dwelt, op- 
pofite to Meflrs, Conyngham, Ncf- 
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bit and Company. All perfonp 
charged with public letters for the 
Congrefs, Board of War, Marine, 
or other Committees, are defired 
to take notice hereof, as fuch let- 
ters will be opened or forwarded by 
the Committee as the cafe may re- 
quire, Robert Morris, 
George Clvmer, 
George Walton. 

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 6, 1777. 

In Assembly. Refolved, That 
the following addrefs to the inha- 
bitants of Pennfylvania be forthwith 
printed, and fent to the ieveral 
counties of this ftate. 

Friends and Countrymen, — It is 
much eafier for you to conceive, 
than for us to defcribe, the evils 
confequent qn the invafion of a 
country by a rapacious and plun- 
dering foidiery. Such is now the 
fituation of the neighbouring ftate 
of New Jerfey, and fuch foon will 
be ours, unlefs the enemy, who 
have taken advantage of the acci- 
dental weakuefs of our army, to 
make a winter campaign, are re- 
pelled by the ftrongeft and moil im- 
mediate exertions. 

Every fpecies of ravage and cala- 
mity have already marked the foot- 
fteps of our enemy, and they arc 
now within a few miles of your 
metropolis, waiting to crofs the 
Delaware, to glut their inordinate 
luft of rapine and defolation in tha 
plunder of that rich and populous 
city. The moft infenfible cannot 
but perceive the fhock our common 
caufe muft fufFer, if this unfortu- 
nate event fhould take place — every 
one muft be awake to the mifery 
that muft in this Cafe attend every 
individual of this country. The 
love of eafo, we hope, cannot f> 
far prevail on you as to keep you 
from the field at this critical and 
alarming time, — We fpeak to % 

peo- 
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people that a few month* ago would 
with eagernefa have flown to arms 
at the.firft appearance of their coun- 
try's danger. We know the value 
you have ever fet on liberty, that 
beft gift of God ; with the mainte- 
nance of liberty is now connected 
your perfonal happinefs, and every 
dear and valuable bleffing — the cha- 
ftity of the wives of your bofom, 
your daughters, which elfe may be 
violated by a brutal foldiery— But 
it is not a temporary evil only that 
is to be fuffered mould our enemy 
prevail, the power of " binding us 
" in all cafes whatfoever," claimed 
by a Britifh Parliament, is to reach 
your pofterity, and to rivet chains 
upon them for ever. You once 
feemed fenfible of this, and were 
determined to die rather than fub- 
mit — the fame grounds of difpute 
remain between Great-Britain and 
us, the fame fpirit and determina- 
tion mould alfo ftill remain. 

We are not infenfible to the fa- 
tigues and hardfhips of thofe who 
engage in a winter's campaign, but 
we hope and believe this call on 
the militia will be the lafl — the 
Continental army will ftiortly be 
more formidable than ever, and as 
once before will again, by God's 
bleffing, give a favourable turn to 
our affairs ; but if a fatal neceffity 
ihould again require your exertions, 
it is now, and will be, the bufinefs 
of your Reprefentatives in this 
Houfe to fix, as foon as poffible, 
the military eftablifhment of the 
ftate upon fuch juft and equitable 
principles, as will make the com- 
mon duty of defence a common 
and equal burthen to all its, inha- 
bitants* 

Extract from the minutes, 
Josiah Crawford, 
Clerk, pro temp. 



To the PEOPLE of MARYLAND. 
THE very critical and alarming 
fituation of all America, the cir- 
cumftances of this State, and what 
your incumbent duty requires in the 
prefent crifis, demand the moft fe- 
rious and attentive comideration of 
every wife and good man among yoiu 
At this hour the fate of America 
ftands fufpended. All your wifdom, 
integrity and virtue muil now be 
exerted to fave yourfelves and your 
pofterity from the horrors of flavery. 
The happinefs or mifery of prefent 
millions, and future miriads, de- 
pend on your fuccefs, in the prefent 
war with Great-Britain. I requeft 
your indulgence, while I offer to 
your confideration a few obfervation* 
on thofe important fubjecls : to your 
reafon and judgment only will I ap- 
peal. 

Your caufe is juft, and the war 
with Great-Britain unavoidable and 
neceflary. The 

and 
have invariably, for a num- 
ber of years, obftinately perfevered, 
in a fyftematical fcheme, to reduce 
the colonies to an unconditional 
fub'rniffion to their will and pleafure. 
That fuch was their defign is mani- 
fest. The many infidious, arbitrary 
and cruel a£ts of parliament, and 
the attempt by force to compel our 
obedience to them, indubitably e- 
vince it. 

The fa&s ftated in the addrefs of 
the firft Congrefs to their condim- 
ents, and the fubfequent conduct of 
the Britifh parliament, rnuft fatisfy 
the impartial world, that the cup 
of flavery was originally defigned 
for us, and that war, cruel and un- 
natural, fhould be waged againft 
us, if we refufed the bitter draught. 
The parliament of Great-Britain 
claimed a right to make laws in 
all cafes to afteel our lives, liberty 
and property ; a claim fo extrava- 
gant 
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beity, the fecial happinefs of us 
and all our pofterity muft ceafe the 
moment it is admitted. Reafon and 
juflice lpok down with indignation 
upon it. The claim by Great- 
Britain, to make laws for us, in all 
cafes, or to tax us, or to alter or 
abolifhour conftitutions or forms of 
government, was inadmiilible : an 
unlimited power to legiflate for us, 
would conflitute a complete and per- 
fect fyltem of flavery. If parliament 
can difpofe of any part of our pro- 
perty, of confequence the whole 
mull be fubject to their will, if 
parliament can, in any manner, in- 
terfere in our internal iegijlatiom, a 
right will fgllow to alter or abolifh 
them at pleafure. If parliament 
can tax us r we have no property. 
If parliament can abridge or deflroy 
the fecurities, which our conftitu- 
tions and forms of government give 
us for our liberties and our lives, 
then are we dependents, vaflals and 

fiaves. '" 

The difference of conduct between 
the king and parliament of Britain, 
and the colonifta and your Congrefs 
is worthy of obfervation. The king 
and parliament would not admit any 
bounds to their authority. They 
would admit no limitation to their 
power. Their object was to main- 
tain an abfoltrtc unlimited fupre- 
ihacy of legijlation over America : 
all your property, and the regula- 
tions of the colonies muft be fub- 
ject to their abfolute difcretion. To 
carry this claim into execution, 
every art and fraud, which the wit 
of man could invent, was pracYifed 
to deceive and divide'the unwary 
Americans. Volumes would fcarce 
fuffice to relate the various fchemes 
and ftratagems, the many injuries 
and oppreflions to which recourfe 
was had, to break their fpirits, and 
; to reduce them to fubmiifion. The 



ftatutes, the inftrucYion*" to, ancJ fhe 
behaviour of their governors, muft 
rife in judgment againit the people 
of Britain- On our part, we peti-' 
tioned, we rcmonftrated, from on a 
end of the continent to the other. 
We ftated our grievances, and 
humbly implored relief. Our re- 
peated ptt;:i.ms were rejected, and 
treated vr'vA\ infuJt and contempt. 
Our dppre:' : cns were increafed, and. 
each rifin^ im beheld new miferies 
muitipiu : \.:<on us. The Congrefs 
attempted : ■■ draw a line," by which 
to limit i'\: authority of the parlia- 
ment eve: the colonies. They were 
of opinion, that in all cafes, in 
which our feveral Ie;;iilatures were 
competent, the parliament ought 
not to interfere ; that in fuch cafe9 
only where they were incompetent, 
parliament mould have a legiftativ6 
power. Congrefs only claimed an 
exemption from taxation, and that 
our charters and the effentials of 
our conftitutions* and governments 
fhould be preferved inviolate. Con- 
grefs admitted a power in Great- 
Britain to regulate our external 
commerce, her great palladium and 
fjpport, and from whence fhe draws 
immenfe wealth, as a compenfatior* 
for the protection of her navy. The 
Congrefs offered, if our trade was 
placed on the fame footing with the 
inhabitants in that kingdom, to 
contribute her proportion of ex- 
pence for the defence of the whole 
empire. Could le/s be afked, or 
more be admitted, or required ? 
Great-Britain rejected a peace and 
union with us on thefe terms.* 
From reafon and juiHce fhe appealed 



* // may be remarked, that the line drawn 
and the above proportions made by Con* 
gnfs, were the fame, infubftanec with the 
bill propofed by the Earl of C hatham. 
This is not the remark of the EngHfh edi- 
tor : it is in tHe anginal, printed at Baltimore. 
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'to the (word, and commenced the 
war. America refitted ; but the 
Congrefs, anxious for peace anil 
reconciliation, again petitioned. 
Actuated by a fpirit of avarice and 
defpotifm, and deaa to all the feel- 
ings of humanity, the people of 
Britain profecuted the war againft 
us, with a cruelty and barbarity not 
praftifed by any civilized nation. 
They wantonly burnt our towns, 
fpoiled our property, and carried 
wafte, definition andhavockwhere- 
ever they went. They incited and 
bribed the favageB of the wildernefs 
to grant them their affiuance. The 
{laughter* of your wives and chil- 
dren was the objeft of this diaboli- 
cal meafure. To wreak her ven- 
geance on her virtuous fons, Great- 
Britain thus infamoufly condefcend- 
ed to what me fo loudly complained 
of, and execrated in the laft French 
war. The dagger was put into the 
hands of your Haves, with promifes 
of freedom, to murder their maf- 
ters. Defpairing by thefe means, 
and with her national forces, to 
fubjugate us, fhe meanly hired fo- 
reign mercenaries to affift her in our 
deftruc'tion. Tocngagefuch wretches 
in her fervice, a liberty to plunder 
was granted, and many of them al- 
ledge a private promife of the mo- 
narch of Britain, to grant them the 
firft choice of our forfeited eftates. 
After thefe accumulated injuries, 
and after all reafonable hope of an 
accommodation had vaniflied, the 
Congrefs declared the Colonies fru 
and independent Jlates. 

Thus have I endeavoured to fhew, 
that Great-Britain is the aggreflbr, 
and that the prefent war is honour- 
abhj jufl and necejfary. The decla- 
ration of independency was expeti- 
en*> ixfifc and necejfary. You have but 
this alternative, you must B b IN- 
DEPENDENT, or SLAVES. 
Jan. 12, 1777. An American. 
Vol.V. 



STATE of MASSACHUSETTS 
BAY. 

In the Houfe of Representatives, 
Dec. 28, 1777. 

Refolved, That the following 
perfons be and hereby are appoint- 
ed to mufter the men that have in- 
lifted or fhall inlift into the Conti- 
nental army, viz. 

For the county of Suffolk, Na- 
thaniel Barber, Efq; ofBofton. 

For the county of Eflex, John 
Cufliing, Efq; of Boxford. 

For the county of Middlefex» 
Col. James Barrett, of Concord. 

For the county of Hampfhire, 
Col. Benjamin RugglesWopdbridgc, 
of South Hadley. 

For the county of Plymouth, Col. 
James Hatch, of Pembroke. 

For the county of Barnftable, Jo- . 
feph Otis, Efq; of Barnftable. 

For the county of Briftol, Capt. 
James Leonard, of Taunton. 

For the county of Dukes-County, 
Ebenezer Smith, Efq; 

For the county of Nantucket, 
Stephen Hufley, Efq; 

For the county of Worcefter, 
Capt. Thomas Newhall, of Lei- 
cefter. 

For the county of York, Natha- 
niel Wells, Efq; of Wells, 

For the county of Cumberland, 
Major Daniel Ililcy, of Falmouth. 

For the county of Lincoln, Dum- 
mer Sewall, Efq; of George-Town. 

Foi the county of Berkfhire, Capt. 
Trueman Wheeler, of Great Bar- 
rington. 

Refolved, That this flate ad- 
vance the Six Pounds bounty or- 
dered by CONGRESS, to each 
non-commiffioned officer and private 
foldier that fhall inlift into the Con- 
tinental army as the quota affigned 
this ltate, and that the fame be 
charged to the Continent. 

F Re- 
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Refolved, That the bounty of 
Twenty Pounds offered by this flate 
to fuch non-commiflioned officers 
and foldiers as fhall inlift into the 
Continental army during the war, 
or for three years, fhall by warrant 
from the Council on the Treafurer, 
be paid to the feveral mufter-mafters 
appointed as aforefaid, in fuch pro- 
portion as the Council mail judge 
proper, each of them giving a re- 
ceipt, and being accountable for 
fuch fum as he fhall receive, to be 
by them paid to fuch men as they 
lhall respectively mufter, and alio 
that the bounty of Six Pounds of- 
fered by Congrefs, be in like man- 
ner paid to faid muftcr-mafters, to 
be paid to fuch non-commiflioned 
officers and foldiers as fhall inlift 
as aforefaid, in all fuch cafes where 
the officer who inlifted them fhall 
make oath, that the faid bounty of 
Six Pounds has not been otherwife 
received by him or paid to the faid 
non-commiffioned officers and fol- 
diers offered to be muftered, which 
oath each of faid mufter-mafters is 
herebv impowered to adminifter. 

Refblved, That each mufter-ma- 
fter fhall have a right to mufter men 
inlifled in any county, and into 
any battalion belonging to this ftate. 
And that the mufter-mafters conti- 
nue at or nigh their refpeclive 
counties, to perform the bufineis 
to which they are hereby appointed, 
as they fhall judge will bed promote 
the public fervice; and that they 
be allowed a reafonable reward for 
their fervices, 

Refolved, That the refolve of 
Court of the eleventh of December 
current, appointing a Committee 
to tranfmit to the Committees of 
this Court, then at the camps, on 
the bufinefs of re-efhblifhin^ the 
army, - a number of Treafurer's 
Notes, &c. and appointing mufter- 
maileri for three battalions, be, 



and it hereby it repealed, and m*do 

null and void. 

Sent up for concurrence, 
Sam, Freeman, Speak, Pro. Tern* , 
In Council, Dec. a8, 1776. Read . 
and concurred. 
John Avery, Dep. Sec'ry. 
Contented to by the major part 
of the Council. 

A true copy, Atteft, 

John Avery, Dep. Sec'ry, 

In Council, January 30, 1777, 

Whereas it is represented to this 
Court, that fome perfons within 
this ftate are purchasing pork at an 
extravagant price, as well as other 
provifions, and are alfo employing 
perfons to do the fame within the 
llate of Connecticut ; and that they 
are earning fuch provifions to be 
tranfporteq to fome fea-^port towns 
within this ftate, which evil prac-» 
tice, if tolerated, muft prove very 
prejudicial to this and all the United 
States, and if carried on by perfons 
inimical to the rights of America, 
may be attended with fatal confe-. 
quences. 

Wherefore it is refolved, That 
the Board of War be directed to 
make the ftricleft enquiry poilible, 
from time to time, and if they lliall 
obtain knowledge where quantities 
of pork or other provifions are de* 
poiited, that they have reafon to 
believe were procured in this man- 
ner, that they immediately fecure. 
fuch provifions for the public uie, 
agreeable to a late act of this go- 
vernment : — And all Selectmen and 
Committees of Corrcfpondence, In- 
fpecYion and Safety of the feyeral 
towns within this ftate, are a.lfo en-i. 
joined and directed to exercife the 
utmoft vigilance for the detection 
of fuch pernicious practices ; and 
if they fhall at any time learn where 
any fuch provifions are placed with- 
in their refpective towns, that thcy 
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'forthwith puffue fuch meafures by 

• taking the fame into their own cui- 
tcdy, or otherwife as they fhall . 
judge neceffary, to prevent the pur- 
chasers or pofleflbrs thereof from 
fecreting them ; and they are then 
forthwith to give information there- 
of to the Board of War, acquainting 
them of the names of the perfons 
concerned and other circumftances, 
and wait the instructions of theBoard 
of War respecting the fame, which 
it is expe&ed the Board of War will 
give without delay, and make re- 
turns to this Court froni time to 
time, of their doings hereon. 

Sent down for concurrence, 

"John Avery, Dep. Sec'ry. 

Jn the Houfe of.Reprefentatives, 

January 31, i 777 . 

Read and concurred, and the 

Board of War are directed to caufe 

this refolve to be publifhed in all 

the Bofton news-papers. 

Sent up for concurrence, 

J. Warren, Speaker. 
In Council, Jan. 31, 1777. Read 
and concurred. 

John Avery, Dep. Sec'ry. 
Confented to by the major part 
of the Council. 
A true copy. Attefh 

John Avery, Dep. Sec'ry. 

War-Officf, Feb. 11, 1777. 

* Publifhed by order of the Board of 

War. 
A true copy. Attefh 
J» Lorinc Austin, Secretary. 

State of MASSACHUSETTS 

BAY. 

In the Houfeof Representatives, 

Feb. 5, 1777. 

Whereas the rum, molafles, and 
Amdry other articles herein after 
enumerated : now in this {late, are 
all needed for the fupply of the ar- 
my ::nd the inhabitants of this ftate : 

It is therefore Refolved, That all 
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exportation of ram, molafles, fu* 
gar, cotton wool, fheeps wool, flax, 
ialt, coffee, cocoa, chocolate, li- 
nen, cotton and linen, woollen, 
and cotton goods of all kinds, pro- 
vifions of all and every fort, fhoes, 
hides, deer (kins, fheep-fkins and 
leather of all kinds, as well by land 
as by water, from the counties of 
Suffolk and Middlelex, after the fe- 
venth day of February , currant ; 
and from the counties of Eflex, 
Plymouth and Briftol, after the 
eighth ; and from every other part 
of this (late after the tenth, be 
flopped, except to the different parts 
of this ftate. 

And if any veflel fhall be found 
having any quantity of rum more 
than fixty gallons to a veflel of 80 
tons, and for a three months voy- 
age, and in that proportion for a 
larger or fmaller veflel, and on a 
longer or fhorter voyage, or having 
any other of the articles above enu- 
merated on board more than is fuf- 
ficient for the ufe of the crew of 
the faid veflel, fhe being outward 
bound therewith, or found at fea 
having failed from any port in this 
Hate, after the times fixed for this re- 
folve's taking place in fuch port for 
any part of the world without this 
ftate ; fuch veflel fhall be a lawful 
prize for any perfon or perfons who 
fhall take the fame, and fhall be li- 
belled in fome maritime court with- 
in this flate, within two months af- 
ter having been found or brought in 
with fuch rum or other of faid ar- 
ticle* on board, and fhall be con- 
demned and fold in manner as is 
provided by the laws of this ft ate 
for the condemnation and fale of 
veflels taken in carrying fupplies to 
the enemies of the united itates of 
America ; and the money fuch vef- 
fel and cargo may be fold for, (hall 
be difpofed of in the fame manner 
as veflels and cargoes are difpofed of 

F 2 that 
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are taken as prizes. Provided ne- 
venhelefs, That if it lhall appear 
to the fatisfadtion of the court be- 
fore whom fuch trial lhall be had, 
that the owner or owners of fuch 
vetfel did not knowingly tranfgrefs 
this Refolve, in that cafe fuch vefTel 
lhall not be liable to condemnation. 
And it is further Refolved, If the 
committee of correfpondence, in- 
fpeclion and fafety, of any towns in 
this flate, lhall fufpecl: that any 
team is loaded with any articles 
herein before enumerated, to be 
tranfported out of this flate to any 
of the united flates, that faid com- 
mittee be, and they are hereby em- 
powered and directed to flop all fuch 
teams till fuch time as they can 
make proper enquiry, and by a cer- 
tificate from the committee of cor- 
refpondence of the town where fuch 
goods were taken or otherwife, lhall 
obtain fatisfaclion that the fame arc 
not defigned to be carried out of 
this itate, as aforefaid : and if no 
fuch fatisfacrion lhall be given with- 
in thirty days after detention there- 
of, and it fliall not appear that fuch 
goods were removed from the town 
where they had been depofited be- 
fore the times fixed for this Refolve ? s 
taking place, the committee fo de- 
taining the fame is hereby impower- 
ed and directed to feize fuch articles, 
and having fo done lhall proceed to 
file an information againfl them, be- 
fore the court of General Seflions of 
the peace in iny county where faid 
articles lhall be flopped or feized, 
and the faid court fnall have full 
power to try the juftice of faid fei- 
2ure by a jury, and no evidence 
mall be admitted upon fuch trial, 
but what was produced to the com- 
mittee within the thirty days before- 
mentioned, except in the judgment 
of the court before whom the trial 
is had, fuch evidence could not be 
obtained within that time. And in 
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cafe the faid court lhall adjudge and 
condemn the fame as forfeited, af* 
ter the necelTary charges of con- 
demnation, &c. are paid, one half 
fhall be to the ufe of the committee 
who proiecuted as above, the other 
half to the ufe of this flate. 

Provided notwithstanding, That 
when any perfon A) all tranfport any 
articles whatever to the American 
army, and can produce a certificate 
from the honourable the Council, 
the Board of War, or the Commit- 
tee of Correfpondence, Infpection 
and Safety of the town from whence 
fuch articles were taken, certifying 
that the goods he has in his cuftody 
belong either to the continent or to 
this Hate, or can by any other wzy 
give fatisfadion hereof to any Com- 
mittee of Correfpondence, &cc. en- 
quiring concerning the fame, in 
iuch cafe the perfon with fuch goods 
may proceed unmolelted. 

Provided alfo, That this refolve 
mall not be conftrued to extend to 
prevent the exportation of fugar 
in fuch quantities as are allowed 
by a refolve of this Court of the 
ninth day of January Iafr, for the 
purpofe of procuring flour and d- 
ther proviflons, and other articles 
for the ufe of the inhabitants of 
this flate, and neceflary fupplies 
for the crews of fuch veflels as may 
be bound from this flate, or to pro- 
hibit any exportation* the Board of 
War may think proper to make for 
the public advantage, or to prevent 
the carrying any of the above enu- 
merated articles from this to any 
neighbouring flate, as purchafed at 
apy ordinary retail, either for the 
confumption of individuals or lingle 
families. 

And it is hereby recommended to 
the good people of this flate to af- 
ford all poflible aid to the commit- 
tees arbreiaid, to enable them to 

carry 
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carry thefe refolves into effectual 
execution. 

And it is further refolved, That 
if it fliall hereafter appear, that 
any of the articles herein before 
enumerated had been tranfported 
, by land or water out of this flate, 
contrary to the true intent and 
meaning of this refolve, the owner 
or owners who mall fend or carry 
the fame, fliall forfeit the value of 
fuch goods, to be recovered by ac- 
tion of debt, in any court proper 
to try the fame, and after paying 
the charges of profecution, one- 
half thereof fhall be to the perfon 
or perfons who fliall fue for the 
fame, the other half to the ufe'of 
this flate ; provided the acYion is 
commenced within three months 
after the goods are tranfported. 

And further refolved, That Mr* 
Hofmer be, and hereby is directed, 
to procure one thoufand of thefe 
Tefolves to be printed, and that he 
immediately tranfmit to the feveral 
naval officers within this flate, and 
the feveral Committees of Corref- 
pondence, Infpeclion and Safety of 
the towns that border upon the 
Neighbouring itates, printed copies 
of the fame; and that he caufe the 
fame to be printed in the Bofton 
news-papers. 

J, Warren, Speaker. 

In Council, Feb. 7, 1777. Read 
and concurred. 

John Avery, Dep. Sec'ry. 

Confented to by the major part 
of, the Council. 

A true copy. Atteft. 

John Avery, Dep. Sec'ry. 

State of Massachusetts Bay. 

Council Chamber, Feb. io f 1777. 

To the colonels appointed.Jo the 
command of the continental bat- 
talions, to be raifed in this flate. 
The public fervice requiring that 

the feveral continental regiments 
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raifed within this flate fliould be im- 
mediately formed — you are hereby 
refpe&ively directed forthwith to 
make a return to the council of the 
number of men enlifled into yonr 
refpeclive battalions, and where you 
have ordered them to rendezvous. 

A true copy. 
Atteft. John Avsry, Dep.Sec'y. 

Captain Edward Rolland, arrived 
at Salem, a few days ago, after a 
fhort cruize, during which he has 
taken four fifh veflels, with 11,000 
quintals, merchantable fifh, and a 
brig laden with wine ; three of the 
former are fafe in port. 

ADDRESS of tU Convention of tU 
Rcprtftntatwes of the State ^New- 
York to their Co*ftituen:s* 

At this important period, when 
the freedom and happinefsj or the 
llavery and mifery, of the prefent 
and future generation of Americans, 
is to be determined, on a folemn 
appeal to the Supreme Ruler of all 
events, to whom every individual 
mufl one day anfwer for the part 
he now acts, it becomes the duty 
of the Reprefentatives of a free 
people, to call their attention to 
this mod ferious fubjeft. And the 
more fo, at a time when their ene- 
mies are induflriouily endeavouring 
to delude, intimidate, and feduce 
them, by falfe fuggeitions, artful 
mifreprefentations, and infulious 
promifes of protection. 

You and all men were created 
free, and authorized to eftablifh 
civil government, for the preferva- 
tion of your rights again ft oppref- 
fion, and the iecurity of that free- 
dom which God hath given you, 
againft the rapacious hand of ty- 
ranny and lawlefs power. It is 
therefore not only neceffarv to the 
well b;ing of fociety, but tKe duty 

* of 
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-Of -every man to oppofe and repel 
all thofe, by whatever name or title 
difUnguiftied, who proftitute the 
powers of government to deftroy 
the happinefs and freedom of the 
people over whom they may be ap* 
pointed to rule. 

Under the aufplces and direction 
of Divine Providence, your fore- 
fathers removed to the wilds and 
wilderneft of America* By their 
induftry they made it a fruitful, 
and by their virtue a happy coun- 
try. And we fhould (till have en- 
joyed the bleflings of peace and 
plenty, if we had not forgotten the 
fource from which thofe bleffings 
flowed, and permitted our country 
to be contaminated by the many 
ihameful vices which have prevailed 
among us. 

It is a well known truth that no 
virtuous people were ever opprefled ; 
and it is affo true that a fcourge 
was never ^wanting to thofe of an 
oppofite character. .Even the Jews, 
thofe favourites of Heaven, met 
with the frowns, whenever they 
forgot the fmiles of their benevo- 
lent Creator. Tyrants of Egypt, 
or Babylon, of Syria, and of Rome, 
they were feverely chaftized; and 
thofe tyrants themfelves, when they 
had executed the vengeance of Al- 
mighty God, their own crimes 
burning on their own heads, re- 
ceived the rewards juftly due to 
their violation of the facred rights 
of mankind. 

You were born equally free with 
the Jews, and have as good right 
to be exempted from the arbitrary 
domination of Britain, as they had 
from the invafions of Egypt, Ba- 
bylon, Syria or Rome. But they, 
for their wickednefs, were permit- 
ted to be fcourged by the latter, 
and we, for our wickednefs, are 
fcourged by tyrants as cruel and 
.implacable as thofe. 



Our cafe, however, is peculiarly 
diilinguifhed from theirs. Their 
enemies were Grangers, unenlight- 
ened, and bound to them by no 
ties of gratitude or confanguinity. 
Our enemies, on the contrary, call 
themfelves Christians. They are 
of a nation and people bound to us 
by the ftrongeft ties. A people by 
whofe fide we have fought and bled, 
whofe power we have contributed 
to raife, who owe much of their 
wealth to our induftry, and whofe 
grandeur has been augmented by 
our exertions. 

It is unneceflary to remind you, 
that during the ipace of between 
one and two hundred years, every 
man fat under his own vine and 
his own fig tree, and there was 
none to make him afraid. That 
the people of Britain never claimed 
a right to difpofe of us, and every 
thing belonging to us, according 
to their will and pleafure, until the 
reign of the prefent King cf that 
xfland. And that to enforce this 
abominable claim, they have inva- 
ded our country by fea and by land. 
From this extravagant and iniqui- 
tous claim, and from the unreafon- 
able as well as cruel manner in 
which they would gain our fubmif- 
fion, it feems as though Providence 
were determined to uie them as xn- 
ftruments to punifh the guilt of this 
country, and bring us back to a 
fenfe of duty to our Creator* 

You may remember, that to ob- 
tain redrefs'of the many grievances 
to which you had been fubjected, 
the moft dutiful petitions were pre- 
fented, not only by the feveral af- 
femblies, but by reprefentatives of 
all America in General Congrefs* 
And you cannot have forgotten with 
what contempt they were rejected. 
Nay, the humbleft of all petitions^ 

pray- 



Digitized by 



Googk 



(47 
praying only to be heard, was an- 
iwered by the found of the trumpet 
and clafhing of arms. This, how- 
ever, is not the only occafion on < 
which the hearts have been 

hardened ; and in all probability it 
will add to the number of thofe in- 
fiances, in which their oppreffion, 
injustice and hardnefs of heart have 
worked their deftruclion. 

Being bound by the ftrongeft ob- 
ligations to defend the inheritance 
which God hath given us, to Him 
we referred our caufe, and oppofed 
the aflauits of our tafk-mafters, be- 
ing determined rather to die free 
than live Haves, and entail bondage 
on our children. 

By our vigorous efforts, and by 
the goodnefs of Divine Providence, 
thofe cruel invaders were driven 
from our country in the laft cam- 
paign. We then flattered ourfelves 
that the fignal fuccefs of our arms, 
and the unanimity and Ipirit of our 
people, would have induced our foes 
to defift from the profecution of 
their wicked defigns, and difpofed 
their hearts to peace. But peace 
we had not yet deferved. Exulta- 
tion took place of thankfgiving, 
and we afcrSbed that to our own 
prowefs, which was only to be at- 
tributed to the Great Guardian of 
the innocent. 

The enemy, withgreaterftrength, 
again invade us. Invade us not 
}efs by, their arts than their arms.' 
They tell you thar if you fubmit, 
you mail have protection. That 
their king breathes nothing bjit 
peace. That he will revile (not 
repeal) all his acls and instruc- 

tions, and will receive yon into fa- 
vor. But what are the terms on 
which you are promifed peace? 
Have you heard of any, except ab- 
folute unconditional oleditnet and fertile 
Jubmijion? If ♦ .... are ho- 
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nefl, if not to cajole and de- 

ceive you, why are you not expli- 
citly informed of the terms, and 
whether the parliament mean to tax 
you hereafter at their will and plea- 
sure ? Upon this and the like points, 
thefe military commiflioners of peace 
are filent, and indeed are not au- 
thorized to fay a word, unlefs a 
power to grant pardons implies a 
power to adjuft claims and fecure 
privileges, or unlefs the bare pof- 
feffion of life is the only privilege 
which Americans are to enjoy. For 
a power to grant pardons is the 
only one which their parliament or 
prince have thought proper to give 
them* And yet they fpeak of peace, 
but hold daggers in their hands. 
They invite you to accept of blei$- 
ings, and itain your, habitations 
with blood. Their voice referable* 
the voice of Jacob, but their hands 
are like the hands of Efau. 
, If their intends to repeal 

any of the acts we complain of, why 
are they not fpecially named ? if he 
defigns you fliaJl be free, why does 
he not promife that the claim of 
to bind you in all 
cafes whatfoever, (hall be given up 
and relinquished? if a reasonable 
peace was intended, why not 

impower his cornmiffioners to treat 
with the Congrels, or with deputies 
from ail the auemblies ? or why was 
not fome other mode devifed, in 
which America might be heard ? is 
it not highly ridiculous to pretend, 
that they are authorized to treat of 
a peace between Britain and Ame- 
rica, with every man they meet ? 
was fuch a treaty ever heard of be- 
fore? is fuch an inftance to be met 
wit$L in the hiftory of mankind? No! 
The truth is, peace is not meant, 
and their fpecious pretences and 
proclamations are calculated only 
to difijnite and deceive. 

If 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 48 ) 



If the really defired 

peace, why order all your 

veffels to be feized and confiscated ? 
why command, 

that the men found 'on board fuch 
vefTels fhould be added to the crews 
of his fhips of war, and compelled 
to fight againft their own country- 
men ; to fpill the blood of tfceir 
neighbours and friends, nay, of 
their fathers, their brothers and 
children : and all this before 
pretended ambafladors of peace had 
arrived on our mores ! Does any 
hiftory, facred or prophane, record 
any thing more more 

' more execrably , or 

If there be one fingle idea of 
peace , why order 

your cities to be burnt, your coun- 
try defolated, your brethren to 
ftarve and languifh, and die in pri- 
ons ? If any thing was intended 
betides deftru&ion, devaftation and 
bloodfhed, why are the mercenaries 
of Germany tranfported near four 
thoufand miles ; they plunder your 
houfes, ravifh your wives and daugh- 
ters, ftrip your infant childrea, £x- 
pofe whole families, naked, roifer- 
aole and forlorn, to want, to hun- 
ger, to inclement ikies and Wretch- 
ed deaths? If peace were not to- 
tally reprobated by , why are 
thofe pufilanitnous, deluded, fer- 
vile wretches among you, who for 
prefent eafe or impious bribes would 
fell their liberty, their children, and 
their fouls ; who, like favages, woi - 
fhip every devil that promifes not 
to hurt them, or obey any man- 
dates, however cruel, for which 
they are paid: how is it, that thefe 
fordid degenerate creatures, who 
bow the knee to , and dai- 
ly offer incenfe at flirine, mould 
be denied the peace fo repeatedly 
promifed them ? Why are they in- 
oifcriminately abufed, robbed and 



plundered with their more deferv-" 
ing neighbours ? But in this world, 
as in the other, it is right and juft 
that the wicked lhould be punilhcd 
by their feducers. 

In a word, if peace was the defire 
of your enemies, and humanity 
their object, why do they thus tram- 
ple under foot every right and every 
duty human and divine ? Why, like 
the demons of old, is their wrath 
to be expiated only by human fa- 
crifices ? Why do they excite the 
favages of the wildernefs to murder 
our inhabitants, and exercife cruel- 
ties unheard of among civilized na- 
tions ? No regard for religion or 
virtue remains among them. Your 
very churches bear witnefs to their 
impiety. Your churches are ufed, 
without hefitation, as jails, as ta- 
bles, and as houfes of fport and 
theatrical exhibitions. What faith, 
what truft, what confidence, can 
you repofe in thofe men, who arc 
deaf to the calls of humanity, dead 
to every fentiment of religion, and 
void of all regard for the temples 
oftheLordofHofts? 

And why all this deflation, 
bloodfhed, and unparalleled cruel- 
ty? They tell you to reduce you 
to obedience. Obedience ! To 
what? To their fovereign will and 
pleafure. And what then ? Why 
then you fhall be pardoned, be- 
caufeyou confent to be (laves. And 
why fhould you be fiaves now, hav* 
ing been rreemen ever lince this- 
country was fettled ? Becaufe for-* 
footh the and of an 

iftand, three thoufand miles off, 
choofe that you fhould be hewers 
of wood and drawers of water for 
them. And is this the people whofe 
proud domination you are taught to 
folicit ? Is this the peace which 
fome of you fo ardently defire? For 
flKune ! For fliamei 
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But yon are told that their armies 
are numerous, their fleet ftrong, their 
foldiers valiant, their refources great, 
that you will be conquered, that vic- 
tory ever attends their ftandard, and 
therefore that youroppofitionis vain, 
your refinance fruitless. What then ? 
You can but be flaves at laft, if" you 
think life worth holding on fo bafe a 
tenure. 

But who is it that gives victory ? 
By whom is a nation exalted? Since 
what period hath . the race been al- 
ways to the fwift, and the battle to 
the ftrong? Can you be perfuaded 
that the merciful King of KiHgs hath 
furrendered his crown and fceptre to 
the mercileis tyrant ? 

And committed the affairs of this 
lower world to his guidance, controul 
and direction ? We learned othenvife 
from our fathers; and God himfelf 
hath told us, that ftrength and num- 
bers avail not againft him. Seek then 
to be at peace with him, folicit his al- 
liance, and fear not the boalled 
ftrength and power of your foes. 

You may be told that your forts 
have been taken, your country ra- 
vaged, and that your armies have re- 
treated; and therefore God is not 
with you. It is true, that fome forts 
have been taken, that our country 
hath been ravaged, and that our 
Maker is difpleaied witk us. But it 
is alfo true, that the King of Heaven 
is not like , 

implacable. If his aiTiftance be fin- 
cerely implored, it will furely be ob- 
tained. If we turn from our fins, he 
will turn from his anger. Then will 
our arms be crowned with fuccefs, and 
the pride, and power of our enemies, 
like the arrogance and pride of a Ne- 
buchadnezar^ will vanifh away. Let 
us do our duty, and victory will be 
our reward. Let a general reforma- 
tion of manners take place. Let no 
more widows and orphans, compelled 
to fly from their peaceful abodes, 
complain that you make a market of 
their dlib:efs 7 and ta)te cruel advan- 



tage of their neceffitiea. When your 
country is invaded, and cries aloud 
for your aid, fly not to fome fecure 
corner of a neighbouring Hate, and 
remain idle fpectators of her diftrefs, 
but (hare her fate, and manfully fup- 
port hercaufe. Let univerfal charity, 
public fpirit and private virtue, be 
inculcated, encouraged and practifed. 
Unite in preparing for a'vigorous de- 
fence of your country, as if all de- 
pended on your own exertions. And 
when you have done thefe things, then 
rely upon the good Providence of Al- 
mighty God for fuccefs ; in full con- 
fidence that without his blefling, all 
our efforts will inevitably fail. 

A people moving on thefe folid 
principles, never have been, and ne- 
ver will be fubjugated by any 
whatever. Ceafe then to defire the 
flefh-pots of Egypt, and remember 
their taflt-mafters and oppreffion. No 
longer hefitate about rejecting all de- 
pendence , who will rule 
you only with a rod of iron. Tell 
thofe who blame you for declaring 
yourfMves independent, that you have 
done no more than what 
had done for you. That 
declared you to be out of 
protection. That abfolved 
you from ; That 
made war upon you, and inflead of 
* became de- 
ftroyer. By 
became independent of 
If you are wife, you will always con- 
tinue fo. Freedom is now in your 
power. Value the heavenly gift. Re- 
member, that if you dare to neglect 
or defpife it, you offer an infult to 
the Divine Beftower. Nor defpair of 
keeping it: defpair and defpondency 
mark a little mind, and indicate a 
groveling fpirit. 

After the armies of Rome had been 
repeatedly defeated by Hannibal, that 
imperial city was befieged by this, 
brave and experienced General, at 
the head of a numerous and victorious 
army. But fo far were her glorious. 
G citizens 
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citizens from being difmayed by the 
lofs of fo many battles, and of all 
their country; fo confident in their 
own virtue, and the protection of 
Heaven ; that the very land on which 
the Carthagenians were encamped, 
was fold at public auction for more 
than the ufual price. Thefe heroic 
citizens difdained to receive his pro- 
tections, or to regard Jus proclama- 
tions. They remembered that their 
anceftors had left them free. Ancef- 
tors who had bled in refcuing their 
country from the tyranny of Kings. 
They invoked the protection 6f the 
Supreme Being, they bravely defend- 
ed their city, with undaunted refolu-' 
tion they repelled the enemy, and re- 
covered their country. Blum then, 
ye degenerate fpirits ! who give all 
over for loft, becaufe your enemies 
have marched through three or four 
counties, in this and a neigbouring 
ftate. Ye, who bafely fly to have 
the yoke of flavery fixed upon your 
necks, and to fwear that you and 
your children after you mall be flaves 
for ever. Such men deferve to be 
flaves, and are fit only for beafts of 
burden to the reft of mankind . Happy 
would it be for America if thev were 
removed away, inftead of continuing 
in this country, to people it with a 
race of animals, who from their form 
rnuft be clafled with the human fpe- 
cies, but poflefs none of thofe quali- 
ties which render man more respect- 
able than the brutes. % 

There never yet was a war, in 
which victory and fuccefs did not 
fometimes change fides." In the pre- 
fent, nothing hath happened either 
fingular or decifive. Inquire difpaf- 
fionatejy, and be not deceived by 
,thofe artful tales which emiflaries from 
the enemy fo induftrioufly circulate.' 
A powerful and well difciplined 
army, fupported by a refpectable fleet^ 
invade this country. They are op- 
pofed by an army, which though nu- 
merous and brave, is quite undifci- 
jplined. Notwithstanding this mani- 



feft dirparity, they have never thought 
it prudent to give us battle, though 
they have often had the faireft oppor- 
tunities. True it is, that taking ad- 
vantage of that critical moment, 
when our forces were almoft Jifband- 
ed, they have penetrated into Jerfey, 
and marched a considerable diftance 
without being attacked. If any are 
alarmed at this circumftance, let them 
confider, that we dp not fight for a 
few acres of land, but for freedom ; 
for the freedom arid happihefs of mil- 
lions yet unborn. Would it not be 
highly imprudent to rifque fuch im- ' 
portant events upon the ifliie of a ge- 
neral battle, when it is certain Great- 
Britain cannot long continue the war, 
and by protracting it, we cannot fail 
of fuccefs ? The Britiih Miniftry, fen- 
fible of this truth, and convinced that 
the people of England are aware of 
it, have promifed that the prefent 
campaign ftiall be the laft. They 
are greatly and juftly alarmed at their 
fituation. A country drained of men 
and money ; the neceffity of fupplying 
fleets and armies at fo great a diftance ; 
the danger of domeftic infurre&ions i 
the probability that France will take 
advantage of their defencelefs condi- 
tion ; the ruin of their commerce by 
our privateers ; " thefe are : circum- 
ftance,s at which the boldeft are dif- 
mayed. They are convinced that the 
people will not remain long Content 
in fuch a dangerous fituation. Hence 
it is that they prefs fo hard to make 
this campaign decifive ; and hence it 
is that we mould endeavour to avoid 
it. Even fuppofe that Philadelphia, 
which fome believe to be of fuch 
great importance, fuppofe it was taken 
Or abandoned, the conqueft of Ame- 
rica will ftill be at the'fame diftance. 
Millions determined to be free, ftill 
remain to be fubdued. Millions who 
difdain to ' part with their liberties, 
their conferences, and the Ifappinefs 
of their pofterity in future ages, for 
infamous 'protections and diihonour- 
able pardons. . . - : 

But 
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But amidil all the terror and dif- 
inay which have taken hold upon fome 
weak minds, let us confider the ad- 
vantages under which we profecute 
the prefent war. Our country fup- 
plies us with almoft every commodity 
which is neceflary for life or defence. 
Arms and ammunition are now abun- 
dantly manufactured in almoft all the 
American ftates, and our armies will 
be amply fupplied with all military 
ftores. We have more fighting men 
in America than Britain can poffibly 
fend. Our trade is free, and every 
port of France and Spain affords pr&- 
te&ion to our fhips. Other nations^ 
invited by the advantages of our com- 
merce, will doubtlefs foon follow their 
example ; and experience muft con- 
vince the mod incredulous, that the 
Britifh navy cannot exclude us from 
the fea. If their armies have invaded, 
ravaged and plundered our dominions, 
and our people have not fuccefsfully 
attacked them on their boafted em- 
pire of the ocean, have not our pri- 
vateers brought into the ports of 
America, Britifh property to the a- 
mount of more than Eighteen 
Hundred Thousand Pounds 
fterling ? And do we not daily receive 
the moft valuable cargoes from foreign 
countries, in fpite of thofe fleets whole 
colours have waved in triumph over 
the globe > The article of fait, about 
which fome of you have been uneafy, 
will foon be fully fupplied. The 
Ihores of America are waihed by the 
ocean for more than 2000 miles ; 
works for manufacturing fait have 
been ere&ed, and proved fuccefsful, 
and many cargoes of it are expe&ed, 
and have arrived in the neighbouring 
ftates. Provifions of every kind 
abound among us. From our plen- 
teous ftores Great-Britain hath here- 
tofore fupplied her neceffities, though 
fhe now moft wantonly and ungrate- 
fully abufes the kind hand which hath 
mifiiftered to her wants, and allevi- 
ated her diftrefs. As td cloathing, 
the rapid encreafc of our manufac- 



tures, and the fupplies we obtain' 
from abroad, quiet all fears upon that 
fubjeft. By the moft authentic in- 
telligence from Europe, we are in- 
formed that the people of France are 
ripe for a war with Britain, and will 
not omit the prefent opportunity of 
extending their commerce, and hum- 
bling their rival. Every ftate in Eu- 
rope beheld with a jealous eye, the 
growing'power of the Britifh Empire, 
and the additional ftrength (he daily 
received from this amazing continent : 
for they could not but perceive, that 
their own fecurity was diminished in 
proportion as her power to injure 
them increafed. Whence is it then 
that fome perfons pretend to allure 
you, that France, Spain, and the 
other European ftates, are not diA- 
pofed to favour you ? The wife and 
virtuous of all nations have pro- 
nounced our caufe to be juft, and ap- 
proved the manner in which our re- 
fiftance hath been conducted. < 

Whoever, therefore, confidersthe 
natural ftrenjgth and advantages of 
this country, the dlftance it lies from 
Britain, the obvious policy of many 
European powers, the great fupplies 
of arms and ammunition chearfully 
afforded us by the French and Spa- 
niards, and the feeble and deftitute 
condition of Britain : that fhe is drain- 
ed of men and money, obliged to 
hire foreign mercenaries for the exe- 
cution of her wicked purpbfes ; in ar- 
rears to her troops for a twelvemonth's 
pay, which fhe cannot or will not dis- 
charge; her credit funk; her trade 
ruined ; her inhabitants divided ; her 
unpopular ; and her Minifters 
execrated; that fhe is overwhelmed 
with a monftrous debt ; cut off from 
the vaft revenue heretofore obtained 
by taxes on American produce j her 
Weft-India Iflands in a ftarving con- 
dition; her fhips taken; her mer- 
chants involved in bankruptcy; her 
defigns againft us wicked, unjuft, 
cruel, contrary to the laws of God 
and man, purfued with- implacable, 

G x . unrelenting 
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unrelenting vengeance, and in a man- 
ner barbarous, and oppofed to the 
ufage of civilized nations : 'whoever 
confiders, that we have humbly fought 
peace, and been refufed; that we have 
been denied even a hearing ; all pe- 
titions rejected; all ourremonilrances 
difregarded ; that we fight not for 
"concjueft, but only for fecurity ; that 
Durcaufe is the caufe of God, of hu- 
man nature, and poilerity : whoever, 
; we fay, , ferioufly confiders thefe 
things, muft entertain very improper 
ideas of the Divine juftice, to which 
1 we have appealed, and be very little 
acquainted with the courfe of human 
affairs, to harbour the fmalleft doubt 
of our being fuccefsful. 

Remember the long and glorious 
ffcruggle of the United Netherlands, 
againft the power of Spain," to which 
they had once been fubjected. Their 
extent was fmall, their country poor, 
their people far from numerous, and 
unaccuftomed to arms, and in the 
neighbourhood of their enemies. 
Spam, at that time, the moft power- 
ful kingdom in Europe ; her fleet for- 
midable ; her armies great, inured to 
war, and led by the bell Generals of 
the age ; and her treafury overflowing 
with the wealth of Mexico and Peru, 
endeavoured to enflave them. They 
dutifully remonftrated againft the de- 
sign ; their petitions were treated with 
contempt, and fire and fv/ord were 
carried into their country to compel 
fubmiffion. They nobly refolved to 
be free; they declared themfelves In- 
dependent States ; and after an obfti- 
nate ftruggle, fruftrated the wicked 
intentions of Spain. 

Switzerland prefents us with ano- 
ther inflance of magnanimity. That 
country was opprefTed by cruel ty- 
rants, and left to their defencelefs 
portion of freedom. 

Even England, whofe Genius now 
blufhesfbrthe degeneracy of herfons, 
hath afforded examples of oppofition 
to tyranny, which are worthy to be 
imkated by all nations. His Sacred 



Majefty, Charles the Firft, loft his 
head and his crown, by attempting to* 
enflave his fubjects ; and his Sacred 
Majefty, James the Second, was for 
the fame reafon expelled the king- 
dom, witlr his whole family, and the 
Prince of Orange chofen King in his 
ftead. The-Englilh were too wife to 
believe, that the perfon of any tyrant 
could be facred ; and never fuftered 
any man to wear the crown, who at- 
tempted to exercife the powers of roy- 
alty to the deftruction of the people, 
from whom thofe powers were de- 
rived. This practice is not only con- 
fident with human reafon, but per- 
fectly cenfonant to the will and prac- 
tice of God himfelf : You know that 
the Jews were under his peculiar di- 
rection ; and you need not be inform- 
ed of the many inftances in which he 
took the crown from fuch of their 
Kings, as refufed to govern according 
to the laws of the Jews. 

If then God hath given us freedom, 
are we not refponfible to him for that, 
as well as other talents ? If it be our 
birthright, let us not fell it for a mefs 
of pottage, nor fufFer it to be torn 
from us by the hand of violence !— 
If the means of defence ate in our 
power, a#id we do not make ufe of 
them, what excufe fhall we make to 

, our children and our Creator ? Thefe 
are "queftions of the deepeft concern to 

r us all. Thefe arc queftions which 
materially affect our happinefs, not in 
this world but the world to come. 
And furely, Cf if ever a teft for the 
trial of fpirits can be neceflary, it is 
now. If ever thofe of liberty and fac r 
tion ought to be diftinguiihed from 
each other, it is now. If ever it is 
incumbent on the p*eople to know 
truth and to follow it, it is now." 

Rouze, therefore, brave citizens ! 
Do your duty like men ! And be per- 
fuaded, that Divine Providence will 
not permit this weftern world to be 
involved in the horrors of flavery. 
Confider ! that from the earlieft ages 
of the world, religion, liberty, and 

reafon, 
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reafon, have been bendhig their 
courfe towards the fetting fun. The 
Holy Gofpels are. yet to be preached 
to thefe weftern regions, and we have 
the higheft reafon to believe, that the 
Almighty will not fufFer flavery and 
the Gofpel to go hand in hand. It 
cannot ! It will not be ! 

But if there be any among us, dead 
to all fenfe of honour and love of 
their country; if deaf to all the calls 
of liberty, virtue, and religion ; if 
forgetful of the magnanimity of their 
anceftors, and the happinefs of their 
children ; if neither the examples nor 
the fuccefs of other nations, the dic- 
tates of reafon and of nature, or the 
great duties they owe to their God, 
themfelves, and their poflerity, have 
any effect upon them ; if neither the 
injuries they have received, the prize 
they are contending for, the future 
blefEngs or curfes of their children, 
the ^pplaufe or the reproach of all 
mankind, the approbation or difplea- 
fure of the great Judge, or the hap- 
pinefs ormiieryconfequent upon their 
conduct, in this and a future ftate, can 
move them ; then let them be aflured, 
that they deferve to be flaves, and are 
entitled to nothing but anguiih and 
tribulation. Let them banifti from 
their remembrance, the reputation, 
the freedom, and happinefs which 
they have inherited from their fore- 
fathers. Let them forget every duty, 
human and divine, remember not that 
they have children, and beware how 
they call to mind the juftice of the 
Supreme Being : let them go into cap- 
tivity like the idolatrous and difobe- 
dient Jews, and be a reproach and a 
bye-word among the nations. 

But we think better things of you. 
We believe, and are perfuaded, that 
you will do your duty like men, and 
chearfully refer your caufe to the great 
and righteous Judge. If fuccefs crown 
your efforts, all the bleffings of free- 
dom will be your reward. If you fall 
in the eonteft, you will be happy 
with God and liberty in Heaven. 



By the unanimous order of the Con* 
vention, 

Abraham Ten Broeck, Prefident. 
Fijb-Krll, Dte. 2$, 1776. 

/ ■ 

FiJb-KilU Fd. 3 . 

We learn that in New- York the in- 
habitants are greatly diRrcfTed. Every 
article of provifion is fcarce and dear. 
A perfon jufl from the city informs us, 
that the loaf which formerly fold for 
8 coppers, fells for 24. No frefh 
butter to be had, only Irifh butter, 
very ftrong, at three millings per lb. 
oak wood at 5I. per cord. The Tories 
are very uneafy on account of General 
Heath's army being fo near them : k 
is faid they are moving lbme of their 
effects out of the city to Staten-Ifland. 
O fine rimes ! who would not rly to 
New-York for protection ? 

A part of the troops under the com- 
mand of General Heath, having been 
for fome time employed in bringing 
off forage from that part of the county 
of Weftchefler which was mofl ex- 
pofed; having effected their defign 
without the leaftoppofition, advanced 
as far as Morrifiania and Tippet 
Hill, where, in order to increafe the 
conflernation which their approach 
occafioned at New-York, and to 
amufe themfelves with the fears of the 
enemy, they difcharged a few mot at 
Fort Independence, and drew up at 
MorrifTania, as if with a defign to 
crofs Harlem river. From the great 
parade, and little appearance of real 
itrength difcovercd by the enemy, as 
well as by the alarm which our ap- 
proach gave, molt people are fatisfied 
that an expedition agidnit New-York 
could not fail of fuccefs. 

By a gentleman juit arrived from 
head-quarters we are informed, that 
our fcouting parties have had feveral 
fuccefsful flurmiihes with the enemy, 
near Woodbridge; in one of which 
we took 1 1 prifoners, and killed the 
Colonel that commanded the enemy's 
party ; in another which happened on 
Saturday laft, wc drove a party of the 

enemy 
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enemy for near two miles, and killed 
about 30 of them, when we unex- 
pectedly fell in with their main body, 
and were forced to retreat with fome 
lofs. 

He alfo informs us, that feldom 
lefs than 8, and fometimes 20 fol- 
diers come over to us of a day, as they 
fay, in queft of liberty. 

He informs farther, that fince the 
engagement at Princetown, we have 
taken at different times 1 20 baggage 
waggons, moll of them loaded ; and 
that the enemy's lofs in New-Jerfey, 
including deferdons, is computed at 
about 4000 men. 

A few days ago a Heffian Major 
and two Adjutants came over to Ge- 
neral Wafhington, from the enemy ; 
and every day more or lefs of their 
foldiers defer t and come to us. 

Three failors were brought here 
yefterday, who were taken near Frog's 
Point, at a fmall diflance from their 
veflel. 

We are informed, that on Wednef- 
day laft week, his Excellency Gene- 
ral Wafhington itfued a proclamation 
defiring the whole army to be in rea- 
dinefs, with three days proviiion, 
whence it is conjectured we mall foon 
have important news from head- 
quarters. 

We are well informed, that a party 
from our army have taken 40 wag- 
gons, loaded with {lores, from the 
regulars. 

Extract of a Utter from Peeks-Kill, 
Jan. 29. 

4C Yefterday Daniel Strang of this 
county, a SPY from the enemy's ar- 
my, was executed purfuant to a fen- 
tence of a General Court Martial ; he 
was lurking about the army here, and 
had inliiling orders to recruit for the 
enemy, fewed in his breeches ; which 
were found on him. It is to be hoped, 
his punifhment will deter others from 
the horrid and unnatural aft of con- 
spiring againft their country ; and aid- 
ing her cruel enemies, in committing 
every kind of iniquity." 

Feb. 9* We hear from the moil un- 



doubted authority* that every man 
capable of bearing arms, without any 
diftin&ion, was obliged to do military 
duty in New- York. Thus are thofe 
unhappy wretches whom fear pre- 
vented from fupporting their country, 
driven to expofc themfelves to greater 
dangers, in maintaining the tyranny 
of their new matters. 

Providence, February 15. 
ExtraS of a letter from a Gentleman tf 

Diftin8ion in Connecticut, dated 

Feb. 10. 

€< At a town near Brunfwick, on * 
the ill inftant, 700 of General Wafh- 
ington's army had a flcirmim with 
1000 of the enemy. Our troops at 
firft drove the enemy from their 

f round, and found 36 of them killed: 
ut a reinforcement coming to the 
enemy, with fome field-pieces (of 
which our troops had none) our de- 
tachment retreated, with the lofs of 
7 killed, and 14 wounded." 

To the melancholy picture already 
exhibited of the brutal behaviour of 
Britons (who vainly boail of being 
" ever pre-eminent in mercy") aided 
by Heffian and Waldeck mercenaries, 
in New- York and New-Jerfey, it gives 
us pain to add, that they have not 
only outraged the feelings of huma- 
nity to many people, who were fo un- 
happy as to fall into their hands, 
particularly the fair fex, but have de- 
graded themfelves beyond the power 
of language to exprefs, by wantonly 
deftroying the curious water-works at 
New- York, an elegant public library 
at Trenton, and the grand orrery, 
made by the celebrated Rittenhoufe, 
which was placed in the college at 
Princetown,— a piece of mechanifm, 
which the moll untutored favage, 
Haying the hand of violence, would 
have beheld with wonder, reverence 

and delight ! Thus are our cruel 

enemies warring again ft Liberty, Vir- 
tue, and the Arts and Sciences. 
Extra 8 of a litter from Paris % dated 
March 8. 
" The King's troops burnt the 
Library at Trenton, and deilroyed 

the 
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Ac College at Princetown, with the 
library and fine orrery made by Rit- 
ten-houfe, the befr in the world. 
They mould not make way with the 
Sciences. I blame them for this. 
The Marihal Duke de Richlieu, 
when the French army came to Got- 
tingen (in Hanover) fent and pofted a 
fafe-guard at the Univerfity, writing 
at the fame time a polite letter to the 
Heads of the Colleges, afluringthem 
of his protection, and that they might 
purfue their ftudies, with all confi- 
dence, in quiet ; fpr neither the place 
nor the ftudents mould receive from 
his troops the Ieaft injury or molefta- 
tion ; it not being, he faid, the cuf- 
tom of the French nation to make 
war againft learning ; they left that to 
barbarians. The Univerfity have his 
name to this day in the highefl vene- 
ration." 

Newport , December 22. 
A gentleman arrived in town on 
Saturday, from Bofton, informs that 
a' privateer from the eaftward had 
lately taken a ihip with dry goods, 
&c. whofe cargo coft 37,000 fterling. 
The following is the fubjiame of a De- 
claration made before a Magifirate 
at Jamaica.' 

Captain Talmafh, late of Georgia, 
but laft from Aiiguftine, 'in the 
fchooner Peggy, on September 6, be- 
tween Cape Nichola Mole and Cape 
Maize, was ' boarded by the Maid- 
flone Englifh frigate, Captain Gardi- 
ner, who fired to bring them to ; at 
the fame time a French frigate to 
windward bore down upon him, and 
fired a mot to leeward, hoi fled out 
their pinace, and fent their firft Lieu- 
tenant on board hini, who very par- 
ticularly inquired if his veflel was from 
the United States of America^ and if 
he wanted protection ; if fo he was 
willing to render him his fervices; 
being anfwered in the negative, he 
iheered oiF, but continued at a fmall 
diftance, during the time Capt. Gar- 
diner was . examining the papers of 
fmd fchooner, of which protection 



Mr. Talmafh informed Capt. Gardi- 
ner, while they were within hail of 
each other, upon which the Englifh 
frigate thought proper to difinifs the 
fchooner, who proceeded on her voy- 
age to Jamaica; and the two ftups 
fleered one courfe. 

New-London, January 30, 1777* 

At the adjourned Superior Court, 
held in this place laft week, the fol- 
lowing perfons were convi&ed of the 
following crimes, viz, 

Mofes Dunbar, of Waterbury, 
convicted of having a Captain's com- 
miffion from General Howe, and in- 
lilting men to ferve in the minifterial 
army — fentenced to fuffer death, but 
the time of his execution is not fixed 
upon. 

* The Rev. Roger Viets, of Salis- 
bury, convicted of aiding and affix- 
ing Major French and a number of 
other prifoners in making theijefcape, 
and holding a traiterous correfpon- 
dence with the enemy, fentenced to 
pay 20 pounds to this ftate, and (uf^ 
fcr one year's imprifonment. 

Gurdon Whitmore, of Middle- 
town, found guilty of high treafon by 
the jury: but an arreft of judgment 
being plead in his favour, a final de- 
termination of the trial was put off 
till March term. 

Solomon Bill, laft from Middle- 
town, convicted of counterfeiting the 
bills of credit of this State. — Sen- 
tenced to fuffer four years confinement 
in Newgate prifon. 

Bojioa, Feb. 1 6, 1 777. 

By a perfon lately from Halifiv, 
we learn, that when the HOWES 
Proclamation was profer'd to the 
American prifoners to fign, (notwith- 
standing they were confined on board 
a guard-fhip, and told that General 
Howe had got poffemon of Philadel- 
phia,) they, like true Americans, to 
a man, nobly difdained to doit. 

By an exprefs from Ticonderoga ar- 
rived here, laft Tuefday, we leani, 
that the lakes for 40 miles together 
were all open and free of ice. 

We 
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W# Jkear that a vcfTel is arrived at 
Dartmouth from the Well-Indies, the 
malter of which informs that an En- 
glim cruizer had taken two American 
veflels, which were French bottomed; 
in conference of which a French fri- 
gate from Martinico failed in queftof 
her, toojc her, and carried her into 
<^d port. 

BoJ?Qtt>Dec 20. Commodore Manly, 
In the continental Ihip Hancock, of 
32 guns, is come round to Newbury 
Port, 

. Laft Thurfday arrived in town, 
From the continental camps at New- 
York the Honourable Major General 
Lincoln, who commanded the militia 
of this State, which were fentas a re- 
inforcement for two months. His 
eftablifhed good character as a civilian 
at the Board of Council, actuated 
Colonel Crafts to meet him a few 
miles out of town, accompanied by 
many of hi? officers en horfeback, who 
cfcorted, him into Congrefs-ftreet, in 
imitation of the Romans, there to join 
the fuprerne Senate of the State. 

Lait Sunday- a number of prifoners 
(marines andfailors) arrived in town, 
from the interior parts of this State 
and Connecticut, and on Monday 
fet off for Marblehead, in order to 
he exchanged for a number of our 
men, who lately arrived in the cartel 
vefTels there. 

New-London, Dec. 20. 

The State of Rhode-Ifland, by a 
Committee which came here laft 
week, have agreed upon the exchange 
of prifoners in that State for a like 
number in the Britifh fleet, which is 
to take place the 9th inflant at this 
port. An exchange of prifoners in 
.this State is poftpenedfortheprefent. 
..Annapolis, (Mary laud) Dec* 26. 

.The Hon. George Plater, William 
Paca, Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, 
Charles Carroll, barrifter, Thomas 
Johnfon, Charles Carroll of Caroll- 
ton, Thomas Stone, Brice Thomas 
Beale Worthington, and Thomas 



Contee, Efquires, of the weflera. 
more ; and the Hon. Matthew Tilg- 
ham, Jofeph Nicholfon, Robert 
Goldlborough, Turbutt Wright, 
James Tilgham, and Samuel Wilfon, 
Efquires, of the eaflern more, are 
elected fenators for this State. 

On Saturday laft the polls were 
clofed for the election of delegates to 
reprefent Arne- Arnold county in Ge- 
neral Aflembly, when Thomas Til- 
lard, Rezin Hammond, John Hall, 
and Benjamin Galloway, Efquires, 
were elected. 

Willi amjburgb) Dec. 20. 

Laft Tuefday George Webb, Efq. 
was chofen by the Legiflature to be 
treafurer of this Commonwealth, in 
the room of Robert C. Nicholas, Efq. 
who has refigned that important trull 
(which he filled with much honour 
to himfelf, and applaufe from his 
country) rather than forego his belt 
fervices as a delegate in Aflembly, at 
this critical conjuncture, 

Befides the fix additional battalions 
on the continental eftabliflunent, our 
Aflembly have voted three other bat- 
talions for the defence of this State, 
with 1300 feamen and marines, and 
the principal rivers to be guarded 
with ftrong forts. It is not doubted, 
therefore, that the free and indepen- 
dent people of Virginia will fecond 
the patriotic views of their reprefen- 
tatives, by entering chearfully into 
their country's fervice, and thereby 
bring matters to a profperous and 
wifhed for iflue. 

Amongft the Worthies who have* 
joined, or put themfelves under the 
protection of, Howe and Company, 
a,t Trenton, we find the names of the 
following noted perfonages, viz. 

James Galloway, Efq. late a Mem- 
ber of the Congrefs, Speaker of the 
Pennfylvania Senate, and' printer of 
a public news-paper in Philadelphia. 

John Allen, Efq. (fon of the ale- 

lebrated rhetorical* impartial* learned. 

Judge, whofe memory will outlaflthe 

five mile ftone) late a Member of the 

Philadelphia 
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Philadelphia Committee of Obferva- 
tion, Inspection, &c. 

Andrew Allen, Efq. (brother to 
Jack) late a Member of Congrefs, one 
of the Pennfylvania Committee of 
Safety, - and, at the fame time, a 
fworn advocate for George III. of 
Britain, and his creatures. 

William Allen, Efq. (brother to 
Andrew) late a Lieutenant-Colonel 
in the; continental fervice, which fta- 
tion he refigned — not becaufe he was 
totally unfit for it, but becaufe the 
Continental Congrefs prtfumtd to de- 
clare the American States free and 
independent, without firft afking the 
confent, ana obtaining the approba- 
tion, of himfelf and tvt/i family. 

State of Massachusetts-Bay. 
In the year of our Lord, onethoufand 

feven hundred and feventy-feven. 

An ACT to prevent Monoply and 

Oppreflion. 

Whereas the avaricious conduct of 
many perfons, by daily adding to the 
now exorbitant price of every necef- 
fary and convenient article of life ; 
and encreafing the price of labour in 
general, unlets a fpeedy and efte&ual 
flop be put thereto, will be attended 
with the moil fatal and pernicious 
confequences, as it not only dif- 
heartens and difaffefts the foldiers, 
who have nobly entered into the fer- 
vice of their country, for the fupport 
of the beft of caufes, and diftrefTes 
the poorer part of the community, by 
obliging them to give unreasonable 
prices for thofe things that are abfo- 
Jutely neceflary to their very exigence, 
but will be alio very injurious to the 
State in general, — And whereas the 
Committee lately impowered by this 

State to proceed to Providence in r „ 

Rhode-Ifland, and in tehalf of this , inferior quality in equal proportion 



gulation of vendues ; have in conjunc- 
tion with the faid Committee*, recom- 
mended that rates and prices be fettled 
and affixed, byanacl of this State, ta 
the articles herein after enumerated : 

fte it therefore enacted by the 
Council and Houfe of Reprefentatives 
in General Court aiTembled, and by 
the authority of the fame, That from 
and after the 28th day of January, one 
thoufand feven hundred and feventy- 
feven, the price of Farming Labour, 
in the fummer feafon, mail not ex- 
ceed 3s. by the day, and found as 
ufual, and fo in ufual proportion at 
other feafons of the year, and the la- 
bour of mechanics and tradefmen, and 
other labour, befide what is herein 
hereafter efpecially enumerated in 
proportion thereunto, according to 
the ufages and cuftoms which have 
heretofore been adopted and pracHfed 
in this State, when compared with 
farming labour. 

And be it further eha&ed by the 
authority aforefaid, That the follow- 
ing articles mail not be Told for a 
higher price than is herein hereafter 
fettled and affixed to them refpec- 
tively, viz. 

Wheat. Good merchantable wheat 
at 7s. 6d. per bufhel. 

Rye. Good merchantable rye or 
rye-meal at $s. a bufhel. 

Indian Meal. Good Indian meal 
or corn at 45. a bufhel. 

Sheeps Wool. Good merchantable 
fheeps wool at 2s. alb. 

Pork. Frem pork well fatted and 
of a good quality at 4d. halfpenny 
a lb. and Salt Pork in ufual propor- 
tion according to the pric« of fait. 

Beef. Good well fatted grafs-fed 
beef at 3d- a lb, and flail-fed beef 
well fated at 4d. a lb. and beef of an 



State there to meet with Committees 
from the other New-England States * 
and among other things to confer 
upon measures necefTary to prevent 
monoply and the high price of goods, 
and the necefTaries of life, and for re- 



Hides. Raw hides at 3d. a lb. 
BLaw calf fkins at 6d. a lb. 

Salt. Good merchantable imported 
fait at }os. a bufhel. Salt manufac- 
tured from fea-water within this State 
at 12s. a bufhel* 

H Rum. 
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. Rum* Ciood merchantable Well- 
India rum at 6s. 8d, a gallon by the 
hogfhead, including the calk, and 
6s. led. by the barrel, exclusive of 
the barrel, and 7s. 8d. by the fmgle 
gallon, and 2s. by the quart, and fo 
in proportion for a lefs quantity, ac- 
cording to the former cuftom and 
ufages for retailing fmaller quantities, 
fkving an allowance of one penny a 
gallon for every ten miles the fame 
ihall be carried by land carriage from 
the firft port of delivery. 

New England Rum at 3s; iod. a 
gallon by the hogfhead or barrel, ex- 
cluiive of 13s. 4d. for the hogfhead, 
or 4s. for the barrel, and 4s. 6d: by 
the fmgle gallon, at the town where 
the iame is diftilled> and fo in like 
proportion for fmaller quantities, ac- 
cording to the old and approved cuf- 
toms for retailing fmaller quantities, 
allowing one penny each ten miles 
for every gallon that has been or fhall 
be trahfported by land, from the 
place of diftillery. 

Sugar, Beft Mufcovado fugar at 
54s. a hundred by the hoglhead, and 
three pounds by the fmgle hundred, 
and 8d. a lb* by the /ingle pound at 
the place where it is firft landed, and 
allowing pd. for the tranfporting of 
every cwt. "ten miles by land carriage. 
And fugars of an inferior quality in 
the ufual proportion. 

Molafles, of the beft quality, at 
5s. 4<L a gallon by the hoglhead, in- 
cluding the calk, and 3s. 8d. by the 
barrel,* exclufive of 3s. for the barrel, 
and 4s. by the firigle gallon at the 
place where it is firft- landed, from 
the Weft-Indies, ahdfo in proportion 



Butter at iod. a lb. by the fingtg 
lb. and 94. the firkin. 

Peas 8s. a bufhel. Beans 6s. 3 
buftiel. 

Potatoes. Potatoes, commonly call- 
ed Spanifh potatoes, of the beft qua- 
lityj at is. 4d. a bulhel in the fall of 
the year, and not more than 2s. in 
any other feafon, and other potatoes 
in ufual proportion. 

Stockings. Men's beft yarn ftock- 
ings 6s. a pair, and in that propor- 
tion for an inferior quality. 

Shoes. Men's fhoes made of neat's 
leather, of the beft common fort, 8s. 
a pair, and for others the like price 
according to their fiie and quality. 

Salted Pork by the barrel 220 lb. 
in a barrel ^.4 12s. 

Beef. Beef by the barrel, 240 lb. 
in a barrel, £.5 14s. 6d. 

Cotton. Cotton 3s. a lb. by the 
bag, and 3s. 8d. by the fmgle pound, 
at the port where it is firft landed from 
the Weft-Indies, and the like allow- 
ance for tranfportation as for other 
articles. 

Oats. Oats 2s. a bulhel. 

Flax. Good well drefled mer-* 
ehantable flax, is. a lb. 
- Coffee. Good coffee is. 4d. a lb. 
by thefingle lb. 

Good tried tallow yd, halfpenny a 
lb. and rough tallow 5d.a lb. 

Tow-Cloth. Good yard wide tow- 
cloth, 2s. 3d. a yard, and other tow- 
cloth in proportion, according to it* 
width and quality, and the price of 
coarfe linens to be . computed after 
the fame rate. 

Tlannel. Good yard wide ftriped 
fknnel, 3s. 6d. a yard, and other flan- 



iilthe country, allowing one penny, nelsin proportion, according to their 
a. gallon for every ten miles tranfpor- widths and qualities ; and other wool- 
tatioh by land into the country, or 
from the place where it is fo landed. 

.Cocoa. Beft cocoa at fix pounds ten . 
fhil lings a cwt.. American manufac- 
tured chocolate is. 8d. a lb. 

Chcefe manufactured in America 
frLaib. v 



len cloth, manufactured in America, 
accor cjing to their widths andqualities. 

Wood. Green oak wood brought 
from the country, and delivered at 
the door of the buyer, 28s. a cord. 

Good walnut wood, To delivered, 
30s. a cord. 

Good 
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Good walnut wood brought from 
the fouth fliore, and delivered at a 
wharf in Bofton, 28s. a cord. 

Good oak wood, brought from the 
ftuth more, and fo delivered, 248, a 
cord. 

Eaftern wood, in consideration of 
the rifque in bringing the fame, 22s. 
a cord, delivered at the wharf in 
Bofton. 

Charcoal. Good charcoal, is. a 
bafket. 

Tanned hMes, at is. 3d. a lb. and 
curried leather in ufual proportion. 

Homefpun yard wide cotton and 
linen cloth of the beft common fort, 
3s. 6d. and other widths and quali- 
ties of cotton and linen in like pro- 
portion* 

Mutton, lamb and veal, at 4d. a lb. 

Floor, imparted from the fouthern 
States, at 30s. a hundred. 

Flour, manufactured in this State, 
at 25s. 

Horfe-keeping, in Bofton, for a 
night, or twenty-four hours, with 
Englifhhay, as. and in other places 
in proportion. For keeping a yoke 
of oxen the fame as a aorfe. 

Teaming-work, is. 6d. for every 
ton weight a mile, excepting from 
Northampton to the northern army, 
for which may be taken 2s. a mile for 
each ton weight. 

Turkeys, dunghill fowls, and 
ducks, to be fold only by the pound, 
at 5d. a pound. 

Geefe, at 4d. a lb* Milk, at ad. 
halfpenny a quart. 

Good refined iron, at 50s. a hun- 
dred. 

Bloomery iron, at 3«s. a cwt. at 
the place of mannfaftory, and the 
fame allowance to be made for tranf- 
porting of iron by land, as is allowed 
for other articles. 

Liver oil, by the barrel, 4s. agallon. 

Blubber refined, 30s. a barrel, 

Englifh hay, of the beft quality, at 
5s. a cwt, and fo in proportion for a 
meaner quality or fort of hay- 
Good merchantable white pine 



boards, riot to exceed 48s. a thoufend 
in Bofton, and other lumber in pro- 
portion, and the price in other parts 
Of this State to be in proporti6n 
thereunto, according to ancient cuf- 
toms and ufages. 

And be it enacted by the authority 
aforefaid, That the prices of all the 
articles produced in America herein 
before enumerated, excepting thofo 
to which the prices of tranfportation 
are affixed, fhall be taken and deemed 
to be the prices of fuch goods and ar- 
ticles in the town of Bolton, and that 
the feleclmen and committees of the 
feveral towns in this State mall be> 
and hereby are impowered to affix and 
fettle in their refpec"Hve towns what 
inch articles and goods fhall be fold 
for in their towns refp#clively, ac- 
cording to the proportion the price 
fuch goods have borne in fach towns, 
with the price they have been at in 
the town of Bolton, according to the 
ancient cuftoms and ufage of fuch 
towns. And the faid feleftmen and 
committees are in like manner im- 
powered and directed to fet and eftab- 
lifh the prices of goods herein not 
enumerated, according to the pro- 
portion the price of them have ufually 
borne in their refpeftive towns to thofe 
herein enumerated. And the faid fe- 
felectmen and committees are alfo re- 
quired to make out a fair lift of all 
the article.*? to which they (hall affix 
prices, and to poft the fame with the 
prices by them fo affixed, up in fome 
public place or places in the town 
where they Hvc, and alfo to return a 
lift of fuch prices to the clerk of fuch 
town, there to remain upon record, 
and fuch prices by them affixed piir- 
fuant to the duty herein enjoined and 
power hereby given them, mall be 
taken and deemed to be the price fet 
and affixed by this aft in fuch town. 

And be it alfo enacted, That in • 
the plantations where there are no fe- 
ie&men the committee (hall have fuch 
power, and be required to perform 
the fame duties as felectmen and com- 

H z mittees. 
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anittees have within their towns re- 
fpeftively. 

And be it further . enafted by the 
authority aforefaid, That the price of 
all European and Eaft-India goods 
and merchandize of all kinds, which 
fhall have been or fhall be imported 
into this State, as alfo of all fuch 

foods which have been or fhall be 
rought into this State in any prize 
veflel, fhall not exceed the following 
rates, viz. 

Woollen goods, coarfe linens, duck, 
cordage, ticklenburgs and oznabrigs, 
fliall not be fold by wholefale at a 
higher rate than in the proportion of 
£ .275 fterling, for what ufually coft 
j£.ioo fterling, in that part of Eu- 
rope from whence they are imported ; 
and any other goods, wares or mer- 
chandize, excepting hemp, warlike 
and military ftores, imported from 
thence or brought, or which fhall be 
brought into any port in this State 
in any prize vefTel, fhall not be fold 
at a higher rate from the prime coft as 
aforefaid, than in the proportion of 
jf.250 fterling for what coft /".loo 
fterling in Europe ; and the feller by 
wholefale fhall make out a bill of par- 
cels at the fterling coft of the articles 
fold, with his advance thereupon, and 
deliver the fame to the bearer, under 
penalty of the fum at which fuch ar- 
ticles are fo fold by him ; and the re- 
tailers of fuch goods, wares and mer- 
chandize fhall not fell them at a higher 
advance than 20 per cent, upon the 
wholefale price, and fhall, ifrequefted 
by the buyer, give a bill of parcels, 
with the fterling coft and the advance. 
£nd be it further enacted by the . 
authority aforefaid, That if any per- 
fon having any article or articles ne- 
ceffary for the ufeof the American ar- 
my or navy, fhall with-hold or refufe 
to, fell the fame for a reafon able re- 
ward, in fuch cafe, upon complaint 
thereof made upon oath to the Coun- 
cil or Board of War of this State, or 
they knowing or fufpefting the fame, 
or either of them, are hereby autho- 
rized and impowered to iffue thsir 



warrant to any fheriff, deputy fheriff 
or conftable, to imprefs the fame, and 
for that purpofe in the day time, be- 
tween fun-rife and fun-fet, to break 
and enter any warehoufes,, ftores or 
other places where fuch goods are de- 
pofited, or fufpefted to be depofited, 
and to take and apply the fame to the 
ufe aforefaid, the owner thereof be- 
ing paid the price at which fuch goods 
are fixed in this aft, and in cafe the 
price of the goods fo taken is not 
herein fettled and 1 fixed, the owner 
fhall be paid for the fame at a reafon- 
able appraifement to be made of fuch 
goods, by three indifferent judicious 
men, under oath, for that purpofe 
appointed, one of them by thofewho 
iflued the faid warrant, and one by^ 
the owner of the faid goods, and one 
by the officer directed to execute faid 
warrant ; but if the owner (hall de- 
cline to make fuch appointment, two 
of the faid appraifers fhall be appoint- 
ed by the perfons who fhall execute 
fuch warrant, and the fnm at which 
the faid goods fhall be appraifed (halt 
be immediately paid as aforefaid. 

And be it further enafted by the 
authority aforefaid, That if any ven- 
due mafter, or any one for, or under 
him, fhall at any vendue or public 
fale, fell any article for a greater, or 
higher price than by this aft is limit- 
ed, he fhall forfeit the fum equal to 
that for which fuch article fhall be 
fold, and is hereby difqualified from 
acting at any time as an auctioneer or 
vendue mafter, and in cafe he, or any: 
one in his behalf, lhould prefume t6 
aft in that capacity, he fhall forfeit 
the fum of £.$0 for every offence. 

And be it further enafted by the 
authority aforefaid, That every per- 
fon who fhall fell any of the articles 
abovementioned, at a greater price 
than is herein fettled and fixed for the 
fame, or others not enumerated in a 
manifeft difproportion thereto, upon 
conviftion, fhall be fined for every ar- 
ticle fo fold of the price of twenty 
^ fhillings, or under the fum of twenty 
'fhillings, and for every article of a 
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price above twenty millings, a fum 
equal to that for which fnch article 
fhall be fold — and every pcrfon who 
ihall take, and receive for his fervice 
and labour, a greater fum than is fet- 
tled, and fixed for the fame in and by 
this act, fhall forfeit and pay a like 
fum of money to* that which he fhall 
take and receive for fuch fervice and 
labour. 

And be it "further enacted, That 
whoever fhall fell any goods, wares or 
merchandizes, or fhall do any fervice 
or labour, at a greater price than is 
fettled and fixed thereto, in and by 
this aft upon credit, fhall not main- 
tain any action for the recovery there- 
of, but fhall be barred therefrom, and 
the perfon againft whom any action 
fhall be brought for the recovery of 
foch money, may plead the general 
iflue thereto, and give the fpecial 
matter in evidence to the jury. 

And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforefaid, That all the fines 
and forfeitures mentioned in this act, 
fhall and may be recovered in any 
court proper to try the fame, within 
the county in which the offence fhall* 
have been committed, by action, pre- 
ferment or indictment ; one half 
thereof to the life of this State, and 
the refidue to the profecutor, together 
with the cofts of profecutton. And 
-all grand jurors are hereby ftrictly 
enjoined to take cognizance of, and 
to make due prefentment of all of- 
fences againft this act which fhall 
come to their knowledge, or whereof 
they fhall receive due information. 

And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforefaid, That if any per- 
fon fhall engrofs, or have in his pof- 
feffion by purchafe or otherwife, more 
of any article in this act enumerated 
or any other neceflary of life than is 
neceflary for the confumption of his 
own family and immediate depend- 
ants, and which he holds with an ap- 
parent defign, in the judgment of the 
major part of the felectmen of the 
town where he lives, or where fuch 



article fhall be to fell, trade upon, and 

not for his own confumption as afore* 
faid, and fhall refufe to fell and di£> 
pofe of the fame for the common cur- 
rency of this State or the United 
States of America, and at the prico 
affixed and fettled by this act, Or by 
the felectmen and committee in pur- 
fuance of it, and complaint being 
thereof made to the major part of 
faid felectmen, byorin behalf of any 
perfon who is in want of fuch article 
or articles for his own immediate fup- 
port, the fupport of his family or im- 
mediate dependants ; and the faid fe- 
lectmen or a major part of them, be- 
lieving the fame to be true, fhall de- 
mand of fuch perfon fo refuting, to 
fell fuch article or articles for fuch 
price as is affixed by this act, or by 
the felectmen and committee in pur-- 
fuanceofit; and if fuch perfon fhall 
refufe to comply therewith, or can- 
not be found to have fuch demand 
made of him, the major part of And 
felectmen fhall apply to fome juftice. 
of the peace within the fame county, ' 
for a warrant to open any ftore, ware- 
houfe or granary, in which fuch ar- 
ticle or articles may be, or otherwife 
to take pofleffion of the fame : and 
the faid juftice fhall, without delay, 
make out his warrant directed to fome 
fheriff, deputy fheriff or conflable, in 
form following, viz. 
Suffolk, fT To 
Greeting. 

*■""> TT7HEREAS complaint 
fSeal.YVV is this day made » 
V / me, by A, B, C, D and E, 

>s — " a major part of the felect- 
men of L, in the faid county of S, 
that I K, of faid L, (addition) hath 
now in his pofleflion 
with defign to fell and trade upon the 
fame, and which is not by him de- 
figned for the confumption of his fa* 
mily or immediate dependants ; and 
that the faid I K, does, though re- 
queued thereunto by the faid felect- 
men, refufe to fell 

thereof to N O, of R, witliin this 

ttate. 
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$$tte» who I* ingt&inecefCify there- 
fore (for the fupport of his family and 
immediate dependants) for the price 
fet and affixed by a law of this State, 
intitled, " An Act to prevent mono- 
ply and oppreffion." You are there- 
fore hereby required, in the name of 
the Qovernment and people of the 
Maffachufetts-Bay, in New-England, 
taking with you a major part of the 
iele&men of faid L, in the day time, 
between the riiing and fetting of the 
fun, to open the ftore of the iaid IK, 
or as the cafe may be, to take pof^ 
fefllon of the faid 

v and the fame deliver to the faid feleft- 
meo, to the intent that the faid fele£t- 
inen may fell and deliver to the faid 
N O, the aforefaid 
or fo much of that article as the faid 
N Q, has.abfolutely neceffity for; 
and you ars to make true return of 
this warrant tome as foon as may be, 
with your doings therein. 

Given under my hand and feal, 
the day of in the 

year of our Lord, 1 7 7 

And the faid felettmen, or the 
major part of them, having pofleflton 
of fuch article or articles in manner 
aforefaid, (hall fell and deliver to fuch 
neceflitous perfons named in fuch war- 
rant, fo much of the article therein 
mentioned, as he Hands in need of 
for the fupport of his family and im- 
mediate dependants, at the price afr 
fixed as aforefaid, and after deducting 
out of the rrioney received therefor, 
the pay for their own fervice, at the 
rate of four fhillings a day, the of- 
ficers legal fees, and two millings for 
the julfice's warrant, and (hall pay 
the overplus, if any there be, to thp 
perfon who owned, or poffefled fuch 
goods. Provided ■neverthelefs, that 
the faid fele&men (hall not be obliged 
or impowered, in pursuance of this 
aft, to fupply any perfon as aforefaid, 
who has by him, to their knowledge, 
any of the articles in this aft enume- 
rated, or any other neceflary of life 
more than he ftands in need of for his 



own confumption, and refufes to ex- 
pofe them to fale for the prices fet andt 
affixed in this adt, or that mall ne- 
glect, or refufe to bring them to mar- 
ket, according to his ufual cuftom. 

And be it further enacted, That} 
when any action mall be brought 
againft any officer, who has a duty 
aligned him by this &&., he may 
plead the general iflue, and give the 
fecial matter in evidence for his j uni- 
fication. 



Stats of Massachusetts-Bay* 
In the year of our Lor$, one thoufand 

feven hundred and feventy-feven. 
An A C T to prevent the attesting of 
foldiers for fmall debts who have 
inlilted or fhall inliil in the Conti- 
nental army; 

Whereas it is apprehended that di- 
vers perfons, either from inattention 
to the public good, or a fpirit inimi- . 
cal to the liberties of America, will 
arreft and imprifon for trifling debts, 
many foldiers who have inlifted, cm* 
are willing to inlift into die Conti- 
nental army, which may greatly re- 
tard the bufinefs of raifing the faid 
Continental army : 

Be it therefore enacted by the 
Council and Houfe of Reprefentatives 
in General Court ahembled, and by 
the authority of the fame, That no 
foldier who has inlifted, or fhall inlift 
into the Continental army, mail be 
arretted at the fuit of any creditor, 
from and after the feventh day of Fe- 
bruary, in the year of our Lord, one 
thoufand feven hundred and feventy- 
feven, unlefs die faid creditor make 
oath before fome magiftrate, that the 
faid foldier is juftly indebted to him 
in the fum of Ten Pounds Ten Shilr 
lings more than all difcounts; and 
that the eftate of no fuch foldier be 
liable to attachment at the fuit of, or 
for the benefit of all his creditors, un- 
lefs their debt in the whole, on being 
afcertained by their oaths before fuch 
magiftrate, fhall amount to more than 
Forty-five pounds. . 

And 
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And be it further enafted by the 
authority aforefaid, That when any 
foldier (hall be arrefted contrary to the 
intent of this aft, rt (hall and may be 
lawful for any juftice of the peace 
within this State, upon complaint 
thereof made by the party himfelf, or 
by any his fuperior officers, to exa- ' 
mine into the fame by the oath of the 
parties or otherwife, and upon due 
proof made before him that fuch fol- 
dier fo arrefted, was legally inlifled 
as a foldier in the fervice of the United 
States, and arrefted contrary to the 
intent of this act, he fhall forthwith 
difcharge fuch foldier fo inlifted, by 
warrant under his hand and feal, 
without paying any fees ; and the 
plaintiff or plaintiffs in any fuch civil 
iuit or procefs, fhall be at the whole 
cofl and expence of every fuch fuit or 
procefs brought againft any inlifted 
foldier, contrary to die intent and 
meaning of this aft: Provided this 
aft fhall not be conftrued to extend to 
prohibit the collectors of taxes from 
collecting fuch taxes as are or may be 
due from foldiers fo inlifted. 



in their' opn 



State of Massachusetts-Bay. 
In the year of our Lord, one thoufand 

feven hundred and feventy- feven. 
An ACT for preventing or punifhing 
crimes that may be commited 
againft the public fafety, below the 
degree of treafon and mifprifion of 
treafon. 

Whereas the Congrefs of the United 
Colonies of America, in order to pre* 
ftwrve the inhabitants thereof from that 
ruin and mifery to which they were 
deftined by the avarice and cruelty of 
Great-Britain, did upon the fourth 
day of July, one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and feventy-fix, declare the faid 
Colonies to be free States, indepen- 
dent of all people and nations ; and 
whereas fbme evil minded perfons 
within this State, have at divers times, 
by words and aftions endeavoured to 
difcourage the people thereof from 
fupporting faid declaration, as alfo 



to thofe ac*b am! 
meafures of the King and Parliament 
of Great Britain, which induced the 
Congrefs to make fuch declaration : 

Be it therefore enafted by the Coun- 
cil and Houfe of Reprcfeutatives in 
General Court aflembled, and by the 
authority of the fame, That if any 
perfon fhall make ufe of any expref- 
fions in preaching or praying, or in 
public or private difcourfe or conver- 
fation, with an apparent defign te 
difcourage the people of this State, or 
any of them, from fupporting faid de- 
claration, or that fhall by words or 
aftions, directly or indirectly, endea- 
vour to fupport or juftify the mea- 
fures taken by the King and Parlia* 
ment of Great-Britain againft the 
American States, or fhall diflbade the 
people of this State or any of them, 
from fupporting their opposition to 
faid meafures, or fhall endeavour by 
any ways or means to prevent the 
Continental army from being railed, 
or the Continental navy from being 
manned, or with an evident defign 
to prevent the raifing faid army or 
manning faid navy, fhall diftuade or 
endeavour to prevent any perfon of 
perfons from inlifting in the army or l 
navy of the United States, or either 
of them, or fhall ufe any means to> 
hurt or deftroy the credit of the pub- 
lic bills of the United States of Ame- 
rica, or of this State ; each perfon fo* 
offending, and being thereof convict- 
ed, fhall pay a fine to the ufe of the 
town or plantation where, fuch offence 
is committed, not exceeding Fifty 
Pounds, nor lefs than Twenty Shil- 
lings, at the difcretion of the Court 
before whom the conviction fhall be, 
and fhall recognize for his good be- 
haviour as fuch Court fhall order, 
and Hand committed until fentence 
be performed. 

And be it further enafted by the 
authority aforefaid,. That any juftice 
of the peace, upon complaint made. 
to him of fuch offence, and finding 
prefumptive evidence that the fame is 

true, 
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true, fhall order fuch cu1fe,n4erto find 
fureties for his appearance at die next 
Court of General Seflions of the 
Peace, to be held in the county 
where fuch offence is committed, and 
in default thereof, to commit fuch 
offender to to the common gaol; and 
all fheriffs, conftables, grand-jurors, 
and tything-men, are directed and 
enjoined to make prefentment and 
complaint of all fuch offences as fhall 
come to their knowledge refpeftively. 

Boflon, Fib. 13, 1777, 

At a full and refpeftable meeting of 
the inhabitants of Bofton, at Faneuil- 
hall, on yefterday, they appeared 
unanimous in their refolutions to pro- 
mote the falutary intentions of the 
late aft to prevent monopoly, &c. 
and earneftly recommended it to all 
the inhabitants that have any articles 
more than they want for their con- 
fumption, that they would difpofe of 
them agreeable to the prices fixed by 
the late regulating aft, as they would 
regard the peace of the town, the di- 
ftreffes of the poor, fixing our me- 
dium to a certain value, and length- 
ening the hands of Government at 
this important crifis. The committee 
of correfpondence were defired to in- 
form the committees of other towns, 
of the proceedings of faid meeting, 
in order to prevent any ill impreffions 
by falfereportsinduftrioufly circulated 
from felfifti views, or in aid to the ene- 
mies of American freedom and inde- 
pendence. 

Saturday lafl the General Affembly 
of this State adjourned to Wednefday 
the fifth day of March next, having 
palled the following Afts : 

An Aft fcr repealing a law of this 
State made' and paffed by the Great 
and General Court at their prefent 
fellion, intitled, An Adl to prohibit 
the exportation of lumber for a limit- 
ed time. 

An Adl for making and emitting 
bills of public credit for fifty thoufand 
and four pounds. 



„ An Aft for repealing an Aft, irf<* 
titled, An Aft for altering the place 
by law appointed for holding the fu-; 
perior Court of Judicature, Court of 
Afiize and General Gaol Delivery, 
and the Courts of General Seflions of 
the Peace, and inferior Courts of 
Common Pleas within and for the 
county of Suffolk, made and enacted by 
the Great and General Court or Af- 
fembly of this colony in February v, 76. 

An Aft in addition to an Aft pa/Tecf 
in the year 1694, for the relief or 
ideots and diftraftedperfons. 

An Aft for incorporating the plan- 
tation called St. George's in the 
county of Lincoln, into a town, by 
the name of Warren. 

An Aft, intitled, An Aft for dif-. 
continuing the, name of a town in the? 
county of Worcefler, lately incorpo- 
rated by the name of Hutchinfen and 
calling the fame BarrL 

An Aft, intitled, An Aft forelteb-, 
lifhing a naval office, and for afcer- 
taining the fees. 

An Aft, intitled an Aft to confirm 
the titles of Benjamin Tilcomb and 
David Richardlbn, to a certain jd 
acre lot of land in Pearfontown, fo 
called, in the county of Cumberland* 
originally laid out for a fchool-lot, 
and to confirm to the inhabitants of 
faid Pearfontown, certain other lands" 
voted and granted for the fupport of a 
fchool, by the proprietors of faid town- 
Ihip in lieu of faid lot, and as an 
equivalent therefor. 

An Aft to fupply the treafury with, 
the fum of two hundred thoufand 
pounds. 

An Aft for preventing the operation 
of an aft made anno Domini, 1770, 
intitled, An Aft for the reapealing 
the feveral laws now in force Which 
relate to the limitation of perforial ac- 
tions, and for the limitation of per- 
fonal aftions for the future, afld for . 
avoiding fuits at law. 

An Aft to fupply the treafury with 
the fum of two hundred and fix thou* 
fand and four hundred pounds. 

M 
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An Aft for liaising and emitting 
tills of public credit, to the amount 
of feventy-five thoufand pounds. 

An Act for making and emitting 
bills of public credit to the amount or 
twenty thoufand and thirty-four 
pounds. 

An Act for dividing and fetting off 
the northerly half of the land in the 
eaft precinct in the town of Pownal- 
borough, in the county of Lincoln, 
into a feparate precinct, by the name 
of the North Precinct. 

Ah Act for erecting a jract of land 
(called Fryburgh) of 2 172 rods fquare, 
lying in the county of York, which 
was granted as a townfhip to Jofeph 
Pry, Efq. A.D. 1762, and confirmed 
1763, into a town, by the name of 
Fryburgh. 

An Act for apportioning and afTefT- 
ing a tax of one hundred and one 
thoufand eight hundred and feventy- 
one pounds one fhilling and two-pence 
halfpenny, upon the feveral towns 
and other places in this State ; and 
alfo for affeffing a tax of feven thou- 
fand three hundred and twenty pounds 
feventeeh fhillings, paid the reprefen- 
tatives for their travel and attendance 
in the General Court in the year 
1775 . Alfo for aflcfling a tax of forty 
pounds one fhilling on the town of 
Hancock, to pay a committee ap- 
pointed by the General Court to go 
to faid town. 

An Act againft treafon and mifpri- 
fion of treafon, and for regulating 
trials in fuch cafes, and for directing 
the mode of executing judgments 
againft perfons attainted of felony. 

An Act for preventing or punifh* 
ing crimes that may be committed 
againft the public fafety, below the 
degree of treafon and mifprifion of 
treafon. 

An Act for providing a reinforce- 
ment to the American army ; wherein 
it is enacted, " That no rank or fta- 
tlon in life, place, employment or 
office (except as is therein excepted), 
foill excufi & exempt any perfon 



from ferving in arms for the defence 
of his country, either by himfelf or 
fome able bodied effective man in his 
ftead, or in cafe of his neglect or re- 
fufal, from paying the fine therein ' 
required. 

Couttcil-C bomber, Boflon , Feb. 15,1777. 
Ordered, that the Selectmen and 
Committee of Correfpondence, of the 
feveral towns and plantations of tho 
counties of Berkfhire, Hampfhire, 
Worcefter, Middlefex, Barnftable, 
Plimouth, Briftol, EfTex, York, Cum- 
berland and Lincoln, to whom it was 
recommended by arefolve of the Ge- 
neral Court of the twentieth of Janu- 
ary laft, to purchafe and collect the 
number of blankets allotted by faid 
refblve to their refpective towns and 
plantations, be and hereby are re- 
quired and directed immediately to 
deliver faid blankets to- the muiler 
mailers of their refpective counties, 
taking their receipts for the fame. 
And the faid mufter matters are di-* 
rectcd to deliver faid blankets to fuch, 
of the men that are or Have been in- 
lifted into the Continental army, whar 
may ftand in need of the fame, upon 
their being applied to by any officer 
commanding faid men for that pur- 
pofe ; they taking receipts of faid 
men for what blankets they deliver 
them : and the mufter mafters are to> 
make return to this Board, once iii 
every ten days of the number of blan- 
kets they may receive, and alfo of th© 
number they may have delivered out. 

And the felectmen and committees 
of the feveral towns in the county of 
Suffolk, are hereby direfled imme- 
diately to deliver what blankets they 
have collected, to the Board of War. 

A true copy. 
Atteft. JOHN AVERY,Dep. Sec, 
State of Massachusetts Bat. 
Council-Chamber, Befitn, Feb.iz* 1 777, 

Whereas it has been reprefented to 
this Board, that fome of the officers 
lately appointed to enlift men for the 
fifteen Continental battalions to be 
raifed in this State, have bc«n offer* 

I. **g 
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ffcg the bounty allowed by this $tate, 
to perfons belonging to forhe of the 
Other United States, to induce them 
to enter into the fervice, and to make 
up the proportion of this State, which 
is a practice in direft violation of the 
orders of this State, iflued the 24th 
& November lait. 

Ordered, therefore, that all officers 
belonging to the? fifteen battalions 
aforefaid, be and hereby are fbiftly 
forbidden to perfift or continue in any 
fuch practice • and in cafe they fhould, 
they may depend upon being cafhier- 
ed. And mufter mailers of therefpec- 
five counties, are hereby directed not 
to fuiFer any fuch perfons to pafs muf- 
ter ; and to be extremely careful that 
the men they iriufler, are 'tit Sufficient 
ftaturej and able body. 

A true copy*; 
Atteft. John Avert, Dtp. Sec* 
6oflon, Feb. 15, 1777. 
The Honourable Congrefs, having 
Judged it neceflary, for carrying on 
the prefefntwar, immediately to bor- 
row a fum of money, upon the credit 
of the United States: 

It is therefore expected, that every 
, friend to his country, and the rights 
Cf mankind, will readily depofifi iri 
the public funds, what money he can 
/pare from his neceflary bufmefs, as 
fte will thereby render eminent fer- 
Vice to thefe States, 

Loan certificates, or Bafi£ notes,' 
bearing annual ihtertff, of 4 per cent. 
will be given for all monies fo boN 
rowed, figned by the Continental 
Treafurer, and counter-figned by one 
of the Comniifnoners of the Loan* 
Office. 

J The univerfal credit of thefe cer- 
tificates, and their convenience in 
tarrying on comrnerce through the 
United States, fnuft give them the 
preference to all other notcfc or bonds* 

The following Monument was efefted 

over the graves of the following 

heroes, who were inhumanly mur- 

; dered by a body of favag&, on the 



. Me aux Noix; in June lait, by 6r^ 
der of General Sullivih, then Com- 
mander there. 
BENEATH this humble SODi 
Lie 
Captain ADAMS, 
Lieutenant CULBERT SON, 
And a Privates of the 6th Pennfyl* 
vafiia battalions, 

Not hirelings but— Patriots. 

They fell not in battle ! but unarm'd* 
Were bafery murdered, and inhu- 
manly fcalp'd, 
By tBe barbarous emiflaries of die 

oriccjufl, 
But now abandoned kingdom of 1 

Britain. 
Sons of America ! refl in quiet here ! 
Britannia blufh ! Burgoyne let fall a 

tear ! 
But tremble Europe's fons with favage. 

race, 
Death and revenge, await you with 

difgrace. 
JEfle aux Noix, June 21, 1776. 

GENERAL OR D E R S. 
Htdd Quarters, Mtrris Town, Janu~ 

, ary 22, 1777. 

The General is forry to find that 
the late general order, allowing the 
plunder taken from the enemy to be' 
divided for the benefit of the captors, 
Has been miflaken by fome and abnfed 
by-others. The indulgence was grant- 
ed to the grouting parties only, as a 
reward for the extraordinary fatigue* 
hardfhip, and danger they were ex- 
pofed to upon thofe parties. The 
General never meant, nor. had art 
idea that anVof our's, or the enemy's 
flore, found: at any evacuated potty 
were to be considered the 1 property of 
thofe that firft' marched in. Neither 
did he mean that any public fibres dif- 
coverdd by any of the fcoutiftg parties, 
fhould be appropriated to their ufe^ 
unlefs they found the enetofry in the 
a&ual pofleffion anddifpoffeffed them* 
Plunder taken under fuch drcum- 
flances, either by the militia or th* 
Continental troops, to be reported 

by- 
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hy the commanding officer of the 
party to fome of the Continental or 
Provincial Generals, who are directed 
to have all the provifions and military 
ftores fo taken, appraifed by the Com- 
mifTary suti Quarter-Mafter General, 
or their deputies, and the party paid 
the value thereof. Such articles as 
are taken, not neceflary for, the ufe of 
the army, to be fold atpublic vendue, 
under the direction of the Quarter- 
"Mafter General, or fome of his de- 
puties, for the benefit of die captors. 

The General prohibits, in both the 
militia and Continental troops, in 
the mod pofitive terms, the infamous 
practices of plundering the inhabitants, 
under the Tpecious pretence of their 
Tjeing Tories. Let the perfons of 
fuch as are known to be enemies, to 
their country, be feized and confined, 
and their property difpofed of as the 
law of the State dire&s.— It is our 
l>ufinefs to give protection and fupport 
to the poor diftrefted inhabitants, not 
to multiply and increafe their cala- 
mities. After the publication of this 
Order, any officer^ either militia or 
Continental, found attempting to con- 
ceal the public ftores, plundering the 
inhabitants under the pretence oftheir 
being Tories, or felling at vendue 
plunder taken from tne enemy, in any 
other manner than thefe orders direct, 
may expeft to be punifjied in the 
fevereft manner, ana be obliged to 
account for every tying fb taken or 
fold. The Adjutant-Genera} to fur- 
niih the commanding officer of each 
divifion with a copy of thofe orders, 
who is to circulate copies, ainong His 
^troops immediately. 

Airui copy of General Orders , 
J. REED, AdjutankGenerah 
(General Wafliington's proclamation 
in laft volume, page 30$, fhould hayg 
been dated Jan. 25, 1777.) 
'GENERAL ORDERS, 
Ht*d Quarters, Morris Town, Fix 
truary, 1 777. 

The General informed that many 
frauds and abufes have been commu- 



ted of late by fundry foldien, who 
after in lilting in one regiment and 
receiving the bounty allowed by Con- 
grefs, have deferted, inlifted in others 
and received new bounties: for pre- 
vention of fuch unjuft and infamous 
pra&ices, commands and flri£Uy en- 
joins all officers of the Continental 
army to ufe their utmoft endeavours 
to dete& thofe who (hall be guilty of 
fuch offences, and them, having ap- 
prehended, they caufe to be forthwith 
tried by a General Court-Mar tial, 
that they may be dealt with according 
to their crimes. 

The General thinks proper to de- 
clare, that this offence is of the moft 
enormous and flagrant nature, an4 
not admitting of the leafl paliation or 
excufe ; whoever are convifted there- 
of; and fentenced to die, may con- 
fider the.ir execution certain and ine- 
vitable, 

That fuch irapofitions may be left 
practicable, every officer engaged in 
the recruiting fervice^ \s required to. 
have a piece of blue, red or yellow 
ribband, or tape, fixed in the hat of 
each foldier recmite<J, at the time ot 
inliilment, which he ftjall conftantly 
wear, under pain of receiving thirty- 
nine Iaihes, till the regiment or corps; 
to which he belongs is atembled,an4 
joins the army. 

RfiCRVlTIKq JySTftVCTXONS* 

You are immediately to inlift into 
the fervioe of the United States of 
America all able-bodied men, who 
are willing to enter into t^e fervioe, 
on the- following terms, viz. 

Firft, You are not tQ inlift any lut 
freemen* able of body and under the 
age of fifty ; carefully avoiding all 
perfons labouring under lamenefs or 
other defe&s of body prej udicial to the 
fqrvice; If an fuch, or boys are 
brought in, the officer inlifting them 
will be chargeahle with the expencf 
$hey may be to the public. 

Secondly, You are not to inlift any 
dtfirtet s from the army of the King of 
Qreat-Britain, or perfons of difaf- 
* I ? feae4 
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fefted or fufpicious chara&er, the 
American fervice having fuffered 
greatly by the dtjertion vffuch perfons. 
Thirdly, You are to inlift to ferve 
three years, or during the continuance 
of the prefent war between Great- 
Britain and the American States, un- 
lefs fooner difcharged by proper au- 
thority. 

Fourthly, The men by you enlift- 
ed, are to be iubjeft to the rules and 
articles for the government of the 
army, publiihed by Congrefs the 20th 
of September, 1776, and are to fign 
thofe articles. 

As an encouragement to fuch per- 
fons as fhall inlift into the above fer- 
vice, you are authorifed to engage, 
befides the pay and provifions now al- 
lowed, 

Firft, That every foldier fhall, upon 
l>eing approved by a Major General, 
» Brigadier General, or Colonel Com- 
mandant of a Brigade, and fome 
Surgeon, be entitled to a bounty of 
twenty dollars and a fuit of cloaths, 
which fuit of cloaths fhall be given 
annually. 

Second, He fhall alfo be entitled 
to one hundred acres of land at the 
expiration of the term of his inlift- 
ment, and in cafe of his death, in the 
iervice, his reprefentative fhall be en r 
titled thereto. 

When any perfon is inlifted, you 
are, as foon as convenient, to take 
him to fome perfon duly authorifed by 
the above articles, to adminifler the 
oath threin prefcribed. 

To encourage the brave and fpirit- 
ed to enter into the fervice, the Ge- 
neral promifes them all the plunder 
they fhall take from the enemy, to 
be equally divided between the officers 
and men, according to their pay. 
Given at Head Quarters, 17th day 
' of December, ' 1 jj6. 
Byhis Excellency, G. Washington. 

His Excellency General Wafhing- 
ton ftri&iy forbids all the officers and 
foldiersof the Continental army, of 



the militia, and all recruiting parties, 
plundering any perfon wjiatfoever, 
whether Tories or ethers The effefis 
of fuch perfons will he applied to public 
ufes in a regular manner ; and it is ex- 
pected that humanity and "tendernefs 
to women and children, will diftin- 
gidfh brave Americans, contending 
for liberty/ from infamous, merce- 
nary ravagers, whether Britifh or 
Heflians. G. Washington. 

Trenton* January 1, 1777. 

Philadelphia* Nrvtmbir 27. The 
Honourable Congrefs have promoted 
Monfieur de Roche de Fermoy, a 
brave and experienced officer, and 
formerly a Colonel in the French fer- 
vice, to the rank of a Brigadier Ge- 
nera!. 

Saturday laft the Hup Sam, lately 
commanded by Samuel Richardfon, 
was fent into this port ; fhe was taken. 
on her paflage from Barbadoes to Li- 
verpool, by the Continental floop In T 
dependence, Captain Young ; was 
mounted with four guns, and had on 
board 20,000 dollars, two tons and a 
half of ivory, and 100 bars of iron. 

On Thurfday laft arrived here the 
fhip King George, lately commanded 
by Edmund Williams, who was taken 
by the brig Montgomery, Jamei 
Montgomery, mafter, bound fron> 
Jamaica for London. 

Yefterday afternoon, at the review 
of the militia for thecity and liber- 
ties, nothing could exceed the zeal 
and ardour of the men, who unani- 
mouily turned out volunteers, to ferve 
their country at this important junc*- 
ture. So laudable an example, it is 
hoped, will be followed in the other 
parts. 

" At eleven o'clock this forenoon, ^t 
very large and general town meeting 
was held in the State Houfe Yard*. 
The Members of the General Aflem-> 
bly, and Council of Safety, were 
prefent, Mr. Rittenheufe, Vice Pre- 
fident of the Council, being in the 
Chair. The intelligence which has 
been received, of the probability 6t 

Cenera| 
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General Howe having it in contein- 
'plation to invade this State, was laid 
before the citizens, and they were in- 
ibrmed that the Congrefs requefted 
the militia of the city, and feveral of 
the counties, and part of the militia 
of each of the other counties, to march 
into New Jerfey ; the people^xprefTed 
their chearful approbation of the mea- 
fure by the moft unanimous acclama- 
tions of joy ever obferved on any oc* 
cafion ; and'the militia are ordered to 
be reviewed to-morrow, at two o'clock 
in the afternoon. General Mifflin ad- 
drefTed his fellow citizens in a fpirited, 
animating, and afteftionate addrefs, 
which was received by thtfm with 
marks of approbation, which faewed 
their efteem for, and confidence in 
the General 

^ Prenjidenctf Nov* 30, 1776. Cap- 
tain Weft, in the privateer Jofeph, 
has taken a tranfport fhip, that left 
New-York.in company with one hun- 
dred and thirty fail, all in ballaft, 
bound to Europe, under convoy of 
three men of war. Captain Weft has 
alfo taken a Guineaman that had 
been captured by a Philadelphia priva- 
teer,and twice retaken by the enemy. 
The privateer that firft took her, it is 
faid, found a large fum of money on 
board, which was fecured. 

Newport, December 2. The flpop 
Providence, Captain Hecker, arrived 
in a certain port laft Wednefday from 
a cruize, in company with the Alfred, 
having taken a rich fhip, a brig and 
fnow, the brig we mentioned in our 
laft to have arrived fafe; and it is 
faid the Alfred, and the other two 
prizes, are fafe in port at the Eaft- 
Ward. 

A gentleman arrived in town on Sa- 
turday from Bofton, informs, that a 
privateer * from the Eaftward, had 
lately taken a fhip with dry goods, 
&c. whofe cargo coft 37,0001. fterling. 

Providence, December 28. Another 
prize taken by the Alfred is arrived, 
Sifter iaving been re-taken by a Bri- 



tifh frigate, and again captured by aa 
American cruizer. 

The gentleman taken with General 
Lee was formerly a Colonel in the 
French fcrvice ; the enemy drove him 
before them on foot, and treated him 
with every other mark of indignity^ 
His name is Gayault. 

Hartford, December 30. Laft week 
the Honourable General Spencer 
pafTed through this town, in his way 
to Providence, being appointed to 
command on that ftation, in conjunc- 
tion with the Honourable General 
Lincoln. 

A letter from a gentleman at Peck's 
Hill, fays, Our brigade have been 
to Haclrinfack, taken 200 Tories, 
killed a number, and made prifoner* 
of 30 regulars, who were Rationed 
there as guard. We alfo took a 
bounty worth 6 or 7000I. confifting of 
wines, rum, &c. 

Pkiladelpbia> December 3 1 . By the 
laft advices from the Jerfeys, we learn 
the enemy are every where flying be- 
fore our army, who frequently take 
fmall parties of them. Since the af- 
fair at Trenton, it is faid, we have 
taken four hundred, amongft whom 
are fevera!" officers. 

Yefterday morning upwards of nine 
hundred Hefltans, who were taken at 
Trenton, were brought to this city. 
The wretched condition of thefe un- 
happy men, moft of whom, if not all, 
were dragged from their wives and 
families by a defpotic and avaricious 
Prince, muft fenfibly aftedt every ge- 
nerous mind with the dreadful eftedls 
of arbitrary power. 

Laft Monday feven of the light 
horfe belonging to this city, took 
nine light horfemen from the enemy; 
near Prince Town, without firing a 
gun. 

Laft Thurfday afternoon Colonel 
Rohl died at Trenton, of the wounds 
he received that morning. 

Bojloit, January 6. It muft afford 

great 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 70 ) 



great fatisfa&ion to every lover of his 
country, to hear of the rapid fuccefs 
which the recruiting parties for the 
Continental army have met with in 
this and adjacent towns, as we can 
aflure the public great numbers have 
voluntarily enlifted to ferve during 
the continuance of the war. 

The beginning of laft week the pri- 
vateer floop, commanded by William 
Dennis, fent into a fafe port at the 
fouthward, theCountefsofEglington, 
a brigantine from. Greenock in Glaf T 
gow, bound to Antigua. The fol T 
lowing is a fchedule of the cargo on 
board the brigan tine Counters of Eg- 
lington, viz. 57 bales, no boxes, 34. 
ca£s, 2 chelts, and 5 trunks of ha- 
fcerdaihery, 368 yards printed linen, 
1223 pounds of wrought leather 
Jhoes, 4513 pounds green glafs bot- 
tles, 39 barrels and two firkins ftrong 
ale, 6797 pounds tallow candles, 
2420 refined fugar, 67,028 yards 
Britifh bounty linen, 74.1a yards 
Irifh ditto, 4488 yards Britifh ftrip'd 
and check'd ditto, 207 firkins of buU 
ter, 126 gallons Portugal wine, and 
^10 bundles of iron hoops. 

Pbiladtlpbia, January 7. This day 
an exprefs arrived from General Wafh- 
ington's army, at Pluckemin, Mor- 
ris county, Eaft Jerfey, which he left 
laft Sunday night. By him we learn 
our army is in high lpirits, having 
had various engagements with the 
enemy, in which they have been vic- 
torious, and have taken feveral field- 
pieces, a confiderable quantity of bag. 
gage, and upivardt of /even hundred 
prTfontriy amQngft whom are many 
officers of rank and fortune. 
Ext raft of a letter from a gentleman in 

the army to bis friend in this dty 9 

dated Pluckemin, Jan. 5, 1777. 

lf We have a number of officers 
prifoners. I am juft called on to 
command the infantry at the fune- 
ral of Captain Leflie, a Britifh officer 
killed at Princetown. We bury him 
with military honours. Gn the field 



I faw lying another Captain, of thp 
name of Moftyn. 

Philadelphia^ January 1 1 . We are 
informed that a body of Jerfey mili- 
tia, under General MaxwelJ, attacked 
and defeated one regiment of High- 
landers, and one of Heflian troops, 
at Spank Town, on Sunday laft. 
This accounts for a heavy firing heard 
on that day by different perions to- 
ward* Princetown. 



Head-Quarters, Philadelphia, 
January \\ % 1777, 

The General orders every officer 
and foldier, either in the Continental 
army, { the troops of this ftate, or mi- 
litia (Colonel Fleming's regiment ex- 
cepted) now in this city, to aflemblc 
in the Barrack-yard to-raorrow morn- 
ing, at ten o'clock, with their arms 
and accoutrements, under pain of 
being feverely punifhed for any ne- 
glecl. 

Colonel Fleming's regiment is tp) 
parade, at the fame time, at the New 
Market in Second-ftreet, the South 
end of the city. 

. The troops are to draw three days 
provifions to-morrow morning, whicji 
a/e to be immediately cooked. 

John Mitchbul, Adjutant- 
General of this State. 

Notice is hereby given, that four 
waggons will fhortly fet off from thi$ 
city, to proceed to General Warning- 
ton's head-quarters in New Jerfey^ 
by order of the Council of Safety.-*. 
Such of , the inhabitants of the city 
and liberties, as choofe to avail them T 
felves of this opportunity to fend 
cloathingand other neceiTaries to their 
friends of the militia now in fervice, 
are defired , to apply immediately to 
Jacob Schreiner, for the firft batta- 
lion ; Alexander Todd, for the fe-, 
cond ; Wm. Davis, for the third j 
and Benjamin Armitage, for the ar* 
tillery companies. 

No more than twenty pounds 
weight will be received for any one 

perfo* 
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perfori at the camp, nor any pay de- 
Inanded for carriage. — Jan. 10. 

Baltimore, January 14. 
Extract of a Utttr from a Genera! Of- 
ficer in the Continental fervice, dated 
at Yrentoh, Jan. o. 
** A regiment of Britifh troops at 
Spankton, fix miles below Elizabeth 
Town, was attacked on Sunday by a 
party of Jerfey militia ; the encoun- 
ter continued about two hours.— 
Two regiments marched up from 
Woodbridge and Arhboy, to reinforce 
the enemy, which I fuppofe has faved 
them. The" remains of the 17th, 
40th, and 55th regiments, which had 
been engaged at Princetown, and 
now amount only to 250 men, are at 
■Bonampton. 

** Lord Howe lies ill, and the 
Heflian General fcwtched out one 
half of his hair, on hearing- of the 
news at Trenton. Fifty HeJJlam were 
taken prifoners, and carried the other 
day to Morris Town. 

** We loft a very good officer, 
Capt. Fleming, of the third Virginia 
battalion. Within ten yards of the 
enemy he called to his men, " Gentle- 
men, drefs before you make ready." 
7 The Britifh troops blackguarded our 
people, and damned them ; " they 
would drefs them," and gave the firft 
fire. Our men placed their fire fo 
well, that the enemy fcreamed as if 
fo many devils had got hold of them. 
They were encouraged by their of- 
ficers, and advanced with their bay- 
onets, but were forced out of the field 
by the braver Americans." 

Jan. Z2. Lately died in New Jer- 
iey, Colonel Ford, jun. of Morris 
county. This gentleman gallantly 
kept the field, at the head of a body 
of militia^ and was an aftive partizan 
in his country's caufe, until he was 
borne down »y ficknefs and fatigue ; 
and his zeal for the freedom and hap- 
pinefs of the United States, was ma- 
nifefted, €< in the evening hour of de- 
parting life." 
' The following is an extrad from 



General Howe's orders to Colonel d# 
Donop, commander of the Heflian 
cantonments along the Delaware, 
which fell into our hands upon the late 
route and flight of the enemy's troops. 

" All falted and meal provifions, 
which may be judged to exceed the 
quantity necefTary for the fubfiftence 
of an or din.it { family % jh all be eonfidtrei 
as a magazine of the enemy, andfeized 
for the King, and given to the troops at 
dfaving for the public" 

In this authentic warrant, granted 
by the humane Mr. Howe to a HeG* 
fian plunderer, for ravaging the Jer- 
feys, it is obfervable, that no referva- 
tionis made of Tory property ; which 
occafioned a Quaker, who had been 
pillaged, to exclaim, " Well, God 
made thefe men ; but I am fure the 
Devil governs them." 

Jan. 16. Since our laft fifty HefliaA 
officers and foldiers, who were lately 
made prifoners at Trenton, arrived 
here from Philadelphia. 

In one of the late actions in Jerfey, 
Mr. Anthony Morris, an officer 
among the Philadelphia aflbciators, 
a moft worthy citizen, loft his life, 
bravely ftruggling for the freedom 
and independence of his country. 

Intelligence received in CoKGK*sn 
' Upon the evacuation of Elizabeth 
Town, General Maxwell fell upon 
the enemy's rear, and made 70 pri * 
foners, and took, a parcel of baggage. ■ 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 

Philadelphia, Jan. 14. It is faid 
Gen. Heath has deftroyed more than 
a hundred flat bottomed boats, whick • 
lay near Elizabeth Town. 

Laft night a party of Waldecker* 
arrived in this city, who were take a ; 
in theEaftJerfeys, 
Extra*? of a letter from Major General 

Gates, to a gentleman in this tity, 

dated Morrijloiffn', Jan. 9. 

" Not a line have I received from 
you fince you left us at Newtown— I 
am much obliged to you for the at- 
tention;— Were I not fully periuaded 
' ' that 
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that you are anxious to know the fuc- 
cefs'of our Jate manoeuvres, I would 
not have wrote you a fyllable this fort- 
night. I almoft think the author of 
the Crifis a prophet, where he fays 
the Tories will curfe the day that 
Howe arrived on the Delaware* I 
veYily believe the obfervation is com- 
ing true. The two late adlions at 
Trenton and Princetown have put a 
very different face upon affairs. 
Within a fortnight paft we have taken 
and killed of Howe's army between 
two and three thou/and mm — Our lofs 
is trifling — we are daily picking up 
their parties — yeflerday *wt took /twenty 
pr if oners and thirty Lads if baggage, 

" Great credit is due to the Phila- 
delphia militia; their behaviour at 
Trenton in the cannonade, and at 
Princetown was brave, firm, and 
nianly ; they were broken at firft in 
the action at Princetown, but foon 
formed in the face of grape-fhot, and 
puttied on with a fpirit that would do 
honour to veterans, befides which 
they have borne a winter's campaign 
with a foldier-like patience. General 
Cadwallader is a brave and gallant 
officer." 



In COUNCIL of SAFETY, Phila- 
delphia, January 14, 1777. 
The officers of the militia are de- 
fired, as foon as they arrive in town, 
to make a report thereof to the Coun- 
cil of Safety, and at the fame time to 
deliver in a return of die number 
their party confifts of, and of what 
a/ms and neceflaries they lland in need 
Ojfc that the Council may furnifh them 
as foon as poflible, it being the in- 
tention of the Council of Safety, 
a$ well as the Genera) commanding 
here, not to march the militia from 
this city, until they are equipped in 
tfce l?eft manner the circumstances of 
the times will admit. 

By order of Council, 
Thomas Wharton, jun. Prefident. 
. Philadelphia, Jan. 16. By letters 
from General Waihington's army, of 



the 8th, 10th, and uthinftant, w$ 
have the following authentic intelli- 
gence, viz. That our army marched 
from Pluekemin, and arrived at 
Morriftown on the 6th, that Gen. 
Maxwell, with a confiderable body of 
Continental troops and militia, hav- 
ing marched towards Elizabeth town, 
fent back for a reinforcement, which 
having joined him, he advanced, and 
took pofleffion of the town, and made 
prifoners fifty Waldeckers and forty 
Highlanders who were quartered 
there ; and made prize of a fchooner 
with, baggage and fome blankets on 
board. About the fame time one 
thoufand bufhels of fait were fecureJ 
by our troops at a place called Spank 
Town, about five miles from Wood- 
bridge ; when a party of our men at- 
tacked the enemy at that place, they 
fent for a reinforcement to Wood- 
bridge, but the Hejfians ahfolutely re- 
fufed to march,, having heard we were 
very numerous in that quarter. The. 
Engliih trooos at Elizabeth Town 
would not fuller the Waldeckers to 
fland centry at the out-pofls, feveral 
of them having deferted, and come 
over to us. 

A perfon of character, who lately 
left New- York, informs that the in- 
habitants are greatly diflrefled for 
want of fuel, which was, fo fcarce, 
that there was not tree, fence, or any 
piece of wood {landing for feveral 
miles back of the town ; and that 
they had appropriated certain houfes 
to that ufe, at leail fifty having been 
already deflroyed. 

Gen. Heath is on his march to 
New York, with a large army. 

The main body of the enemy is at 
Brunfwick; they have alfo fome troops, 
at Amjioy, whei£ fome men. of war 
and trAnfpoptsarjp. collected, it is %>- 
pofed, to take off die baggage, 

Philadelphia, Jan. 18. The Hon^ 
Council of Safety of Maryland have 
appointed Monday the third of Fe- 
bruary next> as a day of folemn fftft- 
ing, humiliauoa and prayer, through- 
out 
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fcutthat ftate, - agreeable to a refolve 
of the Congrefs of the i ith ult. 

This week four troops of the Vir- 
ginia light-horfe, commanded by 
Captains Lee, Nee, NeJfon, Jame- 
fon, and Temple, arrived here. 

Laft Sunday evening died near 
Princetown, of the wounds he re* 
ceived in the engagement at that 
place, on' the 3d anftant, HUGH 
MERCER, Efq. Brigadier General 
in the Continental army. On Wed- 
nefday his 'body was brought to this 
city, and on Thurfday buried on die 
fouth fide of Chrift-Church yard with 
, military honours, attended by the 
Council of Safety, the Members of 
Aflembly, gentlemen of the army, 
and a number of the moll refpedtable 
inhabitants of this city. The uni- 
form character, exalted abilities, and 
intrepidity of this illuftrious officer, 
will render his name equally dear to 
America, with the liberty for which 
flie is now contending, to the Iateft 
poflerity. 

^ Yefterday the remamsofCapt. Wil- 
liam Shippen, who was killed at 
Princetown the third inftant, glori- 
oufly fighting for the liberty of his 
country, were interred in St. Peter's 
Church-yard. His funeral was at- 
tended by the Council of Safety, the 
Members of Aflembly, officers of the 
army, a troop of Virginia light- . 
horfe, anda great number of inhabi- 
tants. This brave and unfortunate 
man was in his tv/enty-feventh year, 
and has left a widow and three young 
Children to lament the death of an af- 
fectionate hufbandand tender parent, 
his fervants a kind mafter, and his 
neighbours a fincere and obliging 
friend. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 
^ Every officer commanding batta- 
lions, detachments, or companies of 



) 

tavern; then drew proviiJons, M 
their utmoft diligence to be equip- 
ped ; and, when ready to march, 
give notice to Colonel Bull, who 
will give his Lordfliip's farther com- 
mands. 

Philadelphia, Jan. 16, 1 777. 



Baltimore > January 12. 
In CONGRESS, Oaobtrz\ y 1776. 

Refolved, That every officer who 
holds or mall hereafter hold a com- 
miffion, or office from Congrefs, fhall 
fubferibe the following declaration,, 
and take the following oath, viz. 

«« I , do acknowledge 

the Thirteen United States of Ame* 
rica, namely, New-Hampfhire, Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay, Rhode-lfland, Con- 
necticut, New- York, New-Jerfey,, 
Pennfylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North-Carolina, South- 
Carolina, and Georgia, to It Free t In- 
dependent* and Sovertign States, and 
declare, that the people thereof owe 
no allegiance or obedience to 

and I renounce, refufe, and abjure 
any allegiance or obedience to him. 
And I do fwear, that I will, to the 
utmoft of my power, fupport, main- 
tain, and defend the laid United 
States again 11 the faid 

, and his heirs and fuccef- 
fors, and his and their abettors, af- 
fiftants and adherents; and will ferve 
the faid United States in the office of 

, which I now hold, and in 
any other office which I may hereafter 
hold, by their appointment, or under 
their authority, with fidelity and ho- 
nour, and according to the bell of 
my (kill and underftanding. So help 
me God. By order of Congrefs. 

John Hancock, Prefident. 



In CONGRESS, January 16, 1 777 

Refolved, Tlyu a Committee of 

the militia of this Hate, when they feven be appointed to inquire into the 

arrive at this city, are immediately to conduct of the Britifh and Heflian Ge* 



riiake written returns of their num- 
bers to his Excellency Lord STER- 
LING, at his quarters at the City 



neral Officers, towards the officers, 

foldiers, and mariners, in the fervice 

of the United States, and any other 

K perions* 
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perfons inhabitants of thefe States, in 
their pofieffion as prifoners of war, or 
otherwife ; and alfo into the conduct 
of the faid Generals and Officers, and 
the troops under their command, to- 
wards the fubjccls of thefe States, 
and their property, more efpecially 
of the States of New-York andNew- 
Jerfey. 

The Members chofen, Mr, Chafe, 
Mr. Witherfpoon,' Mr. Clarke, Mr. 
Lewis, Mr. Rofs, Mr. Heyward, and 
Mr. Smith. 
• Extract from the minutes, 

Publilhed by order of Congrefs, 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 
CONGRESS has received the fol- 
lowing intelligence from the army 
at Pluckemin, in the State of New 
Jerfey, January 5-. 1777. 
** On thefecondinftant the enemy 
began to advance upon us at Tren- 
ton ; and, after fome fkirmifhing, 
the head of their column reached that 
place about four o'clock, whilft their 
rear was as far back as Maidenhead. 
They attempted to pafs Sanpinck- 
creek, which runs through Trenton, 
at different places ; but Ending the 
fords guarded, they halted and kind- 
led their fires. We were drawn up 
on thrfouth fide of the creek. In 
this fituation we remained till dark, 
cannonading the enemy, and receiv- 
ing the fire of the field-pieces, which 
did but little damage. 

" At twelve o'clock, after renew- 
ing our fires, and leaving guards at 
the bridge in Trenton, and ether 
pafies on the fame ftream above, we 
marched by a round about road to 
Princetown. We found Princetown, 
about fun-rife, with only three regi- 
ments, and three troops of light-horfe 
in it, two of which were on their 
march to Trenton.— Thefe three re- 
giments, efpecially the twofirft, made 
a gallant refinance; and in killed, 
Wounded, and prifoners, muft ka*ue 
Uft Jive bunded men. Upwards of 
one hundred of them were left dead 
on the field ; and with thofe carried 



on by the army, and fuch as were 
taken in the purfuit, and carried 
acrofs the Delaware, there are neat* 
thru hundred pri/ontrs , fourteen of 
whom are officers — W/ Erirrjh. 

(t Colonels 'Hafelet and Porter, 
Capt. Neal, of the artillery, Capt. 
Fleming, who commanded the firft 
Virginia regiment, and four or five 
other valuable officers, with about 
twenty-five or thirty privates, were 
flain in the field. Our whole lofs 
cannot be afcertained, as many who 
were in purfuit of the enemy, whom 
they chafed three cr four miles, are 
not yet come in. We burnt the ene- 
my's hay, and deftroyed fuch other 
things as the occafion would admit. 

" From the beft intelligence we 
have 1 been able to get, the enemy 
were fo much alarmed at the appre- 
henfion of loftng their ftores at Brunf- 
wick, that they marched immedi- 
ately thither from Trenton, without 
halting, and got there before day. 

" The militia of the Jerfeys are 
taking fpirit, and we hear, coming 
in faft." 

Morris -Town * January 7, 1777. 

* e The enemy have totally evacu- 
ated Trenton and Princetown, and 
are now at Brunfwick, and the feve- 
ral pofts on the communication be- 
tween that and Hudfon's river, but 
chiefly at Brunfwick. Their number* 
and movements are varioufly report- 
ed ; but all agree their force to be 
great. There have been two or three 
little flcirmifhes between their parties 
and fome detachments of militia, in 
which the latter have beenfuccefsful, 
and made a few prifoners ; the mofl 
confiderable was on Sunday morning, 
near Springfield, when eight or ten 
Waldeckcrs were killed and wounded, 
and the remainder of the party, thirty- 
nine or forty, made prifoners with 
two officers, by a force" not fuperior - 
in number, and without receiving the 
leait damage." 1 

Publifned by order of Congrefs, 

Chahlcs Thomson, Sec, 
Philadelphia* 
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Philadelphia* Jan. 18. 

The following officers and volun- 
teers, — .viz. 

Majors — Meigs, Bigelow, 

Captains— Lamb, Topham, Thay- 
er, Morgan, Ward, Goodrich, Hau- 
chett, 

Lieutenants — M'Dougall, Comp- 
ton, Clarke, Webb, Chrillopher Fe- 
briger, Heth, Savage, Brown, Ni- 
chols, Bruin, Steel, 

Enfign Tifdal, 

Volunteers — — Ofborn , D uncan , 
Lockwood, M'Guire, PorterAeld and 
Henry, 

who were fent from Canada by Ge- 
nera] Carlton, are releafed from their 
parole, others of the fame rank be- 
longing to the Britilh army having 
been exchanged for them. 
I am, Sir, 
Your humble fepvant, 

ROBERT HARRISON, 
Secretary to his Excellency General 

Wafhington. 
. Philadelphia* Jan. z-$. Within thefe 
three or four days there have been fe- 
veral ikirmifhes in the Eaft-Jerfies, in 
which our troops have always beat 
the enemy. About three miles up 
th.? Rarition, from Brunfwick, a 
party of our army attacked a large 
body of the enemy, and took near ft* 
hundred bead of cattle > upwards of fifty 
waggom, anil a number $f Englijh 
ber/ij, of the dray breed, which were 
fo exceflively emaciated that ihey 
were fcarce able to walk. 

Philadelphia, J*n 25. This day 
the remains of Col. JOHN HASE- 
LET, of the Lower Counties, were 
interred in the Old Prefbyterian 
Meeting yard, with military honours. 
In COUNCIL of SAFETY, Pbtfm- 
delphia, Jan. 22, 1777* 

Refolved, That Col. Melcher, 
Barrack Mailer General, be directed 
to quarter the militia upon the Non- 
Aflbciators in this city and liberties, 
and on all Aflbciators who have not 
ferved in this winter's campaign. 
The Council particularly recommend 



to him in quartering them, to propor- 
tion the numbers to the fize of the 
hou fes and convenience of the fa- 
milies. 

N. B. The Commanding Officers 
of the feveral battalions of* Aflbcia- 
tors in this city and liberties, are re- 
queued to furnifh the Barrack Matter 
General with a return of the names of 
thofe that ferved this winter, for his 
government. 

January 23, 1777. 

Ordered, That the thanks of Ge- 
neral Wafliington to the militia of 
Pennfylvania tranfmitted to this 
Board, be published in the public pa- 
pers of this city. 

" General Waihington being in- 
formed that the time fixed by the 
Hon. Council of Safety of Pennfyl- 
vania for the fen-ice of part of the mi- 
litia of that flate is expired, and that 
fome are defirous to return to Penn- 
fylvania, agreeable to their engage- 
ments, the General takes die earlieft 
Opportunity of returning his moil 
hearty thanks to thofe brave men, 
who in the mod inclement feafon of 
the year nobly ftepped forth in de- 
fence of their country. — The Gene- 
ral acknowledges with pleafure the 
fignal fervices done by the militia of 
Pennfylvania, and has the befl rea- 
fons to expeel the fame fpirit, zeal 
and activity, which lately brought 
them into field, will induce them to 
come forth on every future occafton, 
when the fecurity and happinefs of 
America, and their own flate in par- 
ticular, demand it. 

" The General acknowledge* with, 
additional fatisfaclion the good fer- 
vices of thofe battalions who have de- 
termined to remain with him after 
the expiration of their times of fer- 
vice. He wifhes not to detain them 
a minute .longer than he thinks abfo- 
lutely neceuary to the fecurity of their 
country, and will diicharge them as 
foon as he finds his army in a condi- 
tion to admit of it. 

Philadelphia, Jo*. 30. We are in- 

K 2 formed, 
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formed, from good authority, that 
manyof theinhabitants of Monmouth 
county in New Jerfey, who received 
written protections, are no<w deter- 
mined to return them to his Britannic 
Majefty's Commiffioners in car/ridges. 

mw ■ — m 

London, April 5. The Andrew Do- 
ria, one of the American armed vef- 
fels pf 14 guns, had taken a King's 
floop of war of \z guns, after a fmart 
engagement. By the American ac- 
counts, publiihed by authority, it 
appears, that the Weft Indiameh 
taken by the American cruizers, to 
the 1 ft of February, 1777, amounted 
to 250 fail, valued at leaft at two 
millions fterling, exclufive of tranf- 
ports, European, and other vefTels. 

Notwithftanding the reports, that 
Mr. John Dickenfbn (the celebrated 
author of the Farmer's Letters, &c.) 
rtad raifed for the King's fervice 2oco 
men in the Delaware counties, and 
had puthimfelf at their head, the 
undoubted fact, upon the beft autho- 
rity, is, that he has retired with his 
family to his eftate near Dover, about 
70 miles from Philadelphia, where he 
now lives in perfect eafe, and In ac- 
quiefcence to the meafures of the 
Congrefs. And his only brother. 
Colonel Dickenfon, is with his regi- 
ment at Morris Town, under Gene- 
ral Waihington. And his firft coufin, 
General Cadwallader, a gentleman 
cf immenfe fortune, is alfo with Ge- 
neral Washington, and commands 
the Pennfylvania forces. The fame 
authority further fays, that the people 
cf Philadelphia were in the higheft 
Spirits, and every thing wore themoft 
favourable afpeA. 

Extras of a Utter from Bordentoivn, 
Januarys 1777. 

* f I am juft arrived with Major 
Mifflin, from an expedition in the 
lower parts of the Jerfeys, at a place 
called Monmouth Court Houfe. We 
arrived there Thurfday evening. We 
were informed of a party of men, con- 
futing of about 200, under the corn* 



mand of Colonel Morris. We there 
formed our party (120 in number) in 
proper order, and intended, to attack 
them in town about half an hour be- 
fore night. Colonel Morris, it feems, 
got notice of our arrival, had his bag- 
gage loaded, and his men formed to 
draw off for Middle Town, about 18 
miles from the Court Houfe. They 
' accordingly pufhed off from the town, 
and got away about half a mile ; we 
immediately pufhed afterthem, and 
they halted. We came up about a 
quarter of an hour before night, and 
engaged them ; a very neavy fire was 
kept up on both fides, arid the enemy 
ilood us about eight minutes, then 
gave way, and retreated precipitately. 
At this time it was quite dark, and 
we could not fee what lofs the enemy 
fuftained. On our fide we had none 
killed. We marched from the field 
to the town, and lodged there that 
night. The next morning we fent 
out a party to the field we had en- 
gaged in ; they brought four dead 
bodies, which we buried. We took 
during the engagement twenty-three 
prifoners, and brought them to this 
place. We alfo took feven waggon- 
loads of ftores, &c. and twelve hories/* 

A party from Colonel Humpton's 
regiment, who are flationed in Weft 
New-Jerfey, about the middle of this 
month, went to Shrewfbury, in Mon- 
mouth county, where they took alarge 
quantity of cloth and other (lores, 
collected there by a fet of Tories, 
who infeft that country, many of 
which were obliged to make a preci- 
pitate retreat on board the Englifh 
men of war. 

Baltimore, Jan. 16, 1777. His Ex- 
cellency Patrick Henry, Efq. Gover- 
nor of the Commonwealth of Virgi- 
nia, by the advice of his Privy Coun- 
cil, hath iflued a proclamation, dated 
the third inflant, ftriclly enjoining 
and requiring all the natives of Great 
Britain, who were partners with fac- 
tors, agents, More-keepers, or clerks. 
in that Commonwealth, for any mer^. 
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chant, or merchants, in Great Bri- 
tain, on the j ft day of January, 1 776, 
the time the ad of the Britifh Parlia- 
ment for reftraining the trade of Ame- 
rica, and feizing our property upon 
the water took place, to depart the 
Commonwealth iuitb their goods *u it bin 
forty days, except fuch of thefaid na- 
tives as have uniformly manifefted a 
friendly difpofition to the American 
caofe, or are attached to this country, 
by having wives or children here, 
agreeable to a refolution of the Ge- 
neral AfTembly, &c. In the mean 
time, fuch perfons are at liberty to 
^ifpofe of their goods and merchan- 
dize to any perlbn or perfons who 
may be willing to purchafe the fame. 
Mortii To*wn t Jan. 19, 1 777. Ge- 
neral Howe has difcharged all the 
privates, who were prifoners in New- 
York ; one half he fent to the World 
of Spirits for want of food —the other 
he hath fent to warn their country- 
men of the danger of falling into his 
hands, and to convince them, by 
ocular demonftration, that it is infi- 
nitely better to be (Iain in battle, than 
to be taken prifoners by Britifh brutes, 
whofe tender mercies are cruelty. 
But it is not the prifoners alone, who 
have felt the effc&s of Britifh huma- 
nity. Every part of the country 
. through which they 'have marched, 
has been plundered and ravaged. No 
difcrimination has been made with 
refpeclto Whig or Tory, but all alike 
have been involed in one common 
fate. Their march through New 
Jerfey has been marked with the moft 
favage barbarity. But Wcft-Chefter 
witnefleth more terrible things. The 
repofitories of the dead have ever been 
held facred by the moft barbarous 
and favage nations. But here, not 
being able to accompliih their ac- 
ccurfed purpofes upon the living, they 
wreaked their vengeance on die dead. 
Jn many places, the graves in the 
church-yards were opened, and the 
bodies of the dead expofed upon the 
ground for feveral days. At Morif- 



fania, the family vault was opened, 
the coffins broken, and the bones 
fcattered abroad. At Delancey't 
farm, the body of a beautiful young 
lady, which had been buried for two 
years, was taken out of the ground, 
and expofed for five days in a moft 
indecent manner ; many more in- 
fiances could be mentioned, hut my 
heart fickens at the recollection of 
fuch inhumanity. Some perfons try 
to believe, that it is only the HefGans 
who perpetrate thefe things, but I 
have good authority to fay, that the 
Britifh vie with, and even exceed the 
auxiliary troops in licentioufnefs* 
After fuch treatment, can it be pof- 
fible for any pcrfon ferioufly to wifh 
for areconciliation with Great-Britain. 
ExtraS cfa Utter from Rariton, {Nevt 

7-/'.y) >»• 23- 

* € Laft Monday a party of Jerfey 
militia, confiiHng of about 400, and 
about 50 of the Pennfylvania rifle- 
men, marched to attack a body of the 
enemy, confifting of about 6co, who 
werepofted at a bridge at Millftpne- 
river, near Abraham Vanneft's mill, 
which is two miles from Somerfct 
Court-houfe. In order more effec- 
tually to prevent our men from crof- 
iing, the enemy had placed three 
field pieces on a hill, about 50 yards 
from the bridge ; when our men 
found it impoflible to crofs there, they 
went down the river, broke through 
the ice, waded acrofs the river up to 
their middles, flanked the enemy, 
routed them, and took 4 3 baggage- 
waggons, 104 horfes, 115 head of 
cattle, and about 60 or jolheep. We 
loft 4 cr 5 men. We took j 2 pri- 
foners, and from the beft accounts, the 
enemyhad24or25 killed and wound- 
ed. A man who came from Brunf- 
wick this afternoon, fays, the enemy 
allow that they loft 35 or 36 men, but 
fay the rebels loft 300. There were 
not more than 400 of our men crofTed 
the river : the enemy report, that they 
were attacked by 3000 of General 
Wafhington's troops there, and were 
abfoiutely 
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rfrfblutely certain they were not mi- 
litia, they were Aire that no militia 
*ould fight in that way* There has 
lieen an engagement today, the guns 
were heard beyond this, but we do 
mot know where it was, nor the event, 
©ur/ army, I believe, are drawing 
»ear Brunfwick, with an intention to 
prevent the enemy from getting pro- 
Tiiions ; if they do fo, the enemy will 
fce obliged to leave Brunfwick. They 
(the enemy) do not pretend to fend as 
a foraging party lefs than 500 or 600 
*ien." 

Baltimore j Jan. 30, 1777. 
Mxtrafi of a Utter from Gen. Wajh-. 

ington to CongreJs y dated Jan, 22, 

J777. 

"■ My laft was on the 20th inftant ; 
fhice that, I have the pleafure to in-? 
form you, that General Dickinfon, 
with about 400 militia, had defeated 
3 foraging party of the enemy of an 
equal number, and have taken 40 
waggons, and upwards of 100 horfes, 
mott of them of the Englifh draft 
treed, and a number of fheep and 
cattle which they had collected. 

'* The enemy retreated with fo 
much precipitation, that General 
Dickinfon had only an opportunity of 
making 9 prifoners ; they were ob- 
ferved to carry oft* a good many dead 
and wounded in light waggons." 

This action opened near Somerfet 
Court-houfe, onMillftone-river. Ge- 
neral Dickinfon's behaviour refietts 
the higheft honour upon him, for 
though his troops were all raw, lie led 
them through the river, middle deep, 
and gave tfce enemy fo fevere a charge, 
that altlio > fupported by three field- 
pieces, they gave way, and left their 
convoy. 

Published by order of Congrefs, 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 



Hartford, Jan. 27. The General 
Afiembly, in their laft SefTton, formed 
the militia of this State into fix bri- 
gades. The Hon. David Woofter, 
and Jabez Huntington, of Norwich, 



Efqrs. are appointed Major-Gene-» 
rals : the Hon. Eliphalet Dyer, Gur- 
don Saltonitall, Oliver Wolcott, Eraf- 
tus Wolcott, James Wadfworth, and 
Gold Seleck Silliman, Efqrs. Briga- 
dier-Generals. Lieut. CoL Hooker* 
of Farmington, is appointed Colonel 
and Jefle Root, Efq. of this town. 
Lieut. CoL of an independent regi- 
ment. 

Extrafi of a letler from Philipfs Ma* 
nor, dated Feb* 1, 1 777- 
" Since our arrival here, have been; 
in fight of the enemy every day at 
King's Bridge and Fort Indepen- 
dence. — At our firft coming down,* 
we encamped about half a. mile from, 
the fort, in an open field for fix days* 
till there came a very heavy ftorm of 
fnow, &c. and drove us back to the 
Manor again, and now have got a 
good houie to live in ; but how long 
we fhall flay here is uncertain, for, 
ever fince our arrival we have beer* . 
marching fometimes to the enemy 
and fometimes from them. We have 
had no proper engagement with them, 
but feveral fmall flurmifhes, but have- 
not loft one man out of our regiment y 
CoL Thatcher has loil feveral. Our 
regiment is on this fide Fort Inde- 
pendence, and two regiments on the 
other fide : this fort is about half a 
mile from King's Bridge, on York 
fide. The Heffians have got a breail- 
work hove up, through much diffi- 
culty ; at the beginning we beat them 
off with two field pieces, but the next 
day they came again, and we were 
obliged to retreat, by a cannonading 
from Fort Waihington ; fince that we 
have been down feveral times, but- 
cannot perfuade them to come out to 
us, although their army is fuperior to 
ours ; they have got almoft all their 
troops out of New- York on the lines, 
and in the three forts, to prevent our 
going in ; for in the morning we got 
down, as we were unexpected, put 
them in great furprize ; at break of 
day their guards were all in confu- 
fion, fome ran one way, fome ano- 
ther, 
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ther, but could not take any of them 
prifoners, although in their hurry 
they left their baggage, which was 
Very confiderable ; their guard- hoaft 
are now ours— fince our departure 
from Bofion, General Wafhington 
has been beating them, and has taken 
a great many prifoners, and a great 
deal of baggage, and conrinne9 fo to 
do. — General Putnam has taken 96* 
waggons with provifion which were 
goiug to Howe's army, and Howe has 
/em in a flag, deftring a cejfation of 
arms till April, but General Wafh- 
ington fent him word he would ac- 
complish his defign, and then there 
Would be a final one ; and it feems 
very probable, for the day we were 
to crofs the river, he fent orders for 
us to march down and keep them in 
motion, whilfthe was purfuingthem. 
General Wafhington has g6t a fine 
army along with him, and plenty of 
provifions and all other flores.*-Our 
company are all in good health and 
fpirits, although we undergo the 
hardfhips of lying on the cold ground, 
fbmetimes have a houfe, and fome- 
times none ; but think nothing of 
hardfhips, fo that we fubdue them, 
and have our Liberty." 
jExtraS of a Utter from a gentleman of 

rank in the Continental army % dated 

I^orrls Town, Feb 9. 

" The enemy ftill remain at Brunf- 
wick ; a few days fince we brought off 
all the cattle, horfes and carriages 
ronnd their lines. — Yefterday they 
fent out a large foraging party near 
Quibble-Town, they were foon drove 
in upon the run ; their lofs is not 
known but it mufl have been confider- 
able, as our people kept a conftant 
fire upon them for fome miles : they 
never got the leaft article of forage. 
The fpirit of defertion prevails in a 
great degree among the enemy's 
troops, both Britifh and Heflians, 
fcveral ferjeants and corporals have 
come over. Their horfes are dying 
for want of forage, and we are well , 
informed that they are fhort of pro- 



vifions, and that their enmp is fiHei 
with murmurs and difienfions." 

Hartford, Feb. 10. Lait Thur£ 
day an exprefs came to town front 
General Wafhington's head quarters, 
in New Jerfey, who informs, that on 
Saturday the iftinfh a party of our 
men, about 700 in number, fell it 
with a body of the enemy, faid to 
be about icoo, with three field 
pieces, at Pifcataqua, about four 
miles from Brunfwick, when an en- 
gagement commenced, which lafled 
fome time ; but the enemy were at 
length obliged to retreat ', leaving about 
36 of their men dead on the field. 
However, being joined by a confi- 
derable reinforcement from their 
main body, with three additional 
field pieces, they returned and re- 
newed the attack, when our people, 
being overpowered by numbers, were 
obliged to retreat; in both a&ion* 
we had nine men ki led and 14 wound- 
ed. The enemy were at the above 
place, procuring forage for their 
horfes. 

Pbiladehhia, Feb. 13. The ex- 
prefs, who arrived here yefterdaj 
from headquarters, gives the follow- 
ing intereiting intelligence, viz. 

^ That when he came off with the 
difpatches from General Wafhington, 
General Green brought in the fol- t 
lowing account, that 300 of our 
troops were ftationed at Qnibble- 
Town, under the command ofCoL 
Scott, that 3000 of the enemy from 
Brunfwick attacked them, which ob- 
liged Col. Scott to retreat about & 
mile and a half, that being reinforced 
by a oarty of Lord Stirling's army, 
with tour pieces of cannon, they re- 
newed the engagement, obliged the 
enemy to retreat with the l&fs of 300 
left dsad en the fel' f and 100 taken 
prifoners ; and were in purfuitof them 
when General Green came away. 

That deferters from die enemy in- 
form, that their army are on half al- 
.lowancc, and their horfes dying for* 
want of fodder* 
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' ><feaft Saturday- fix of the enemy's 
light horfe advancing towards Weft 
Chefter, three or four miles from 
King&ridge, a fmall party of our mi- 
litia attacked them, fhot three of the 
xiders, took one horfe, the other two 
ran oft" with the three remaining 
xiders. 

Bojlon % February 20. 
ExtraS of a letter from a gentleman of 
charaQtr at Morris Town, to bis 
friena* here. 

f€ We had a very extraordinary 
feinnifh with the enemy the 23d of 
January. A large number of wag- 
gons under an efcort of 600 men, 
confuting of the 28 th and 37 th regi- 
ments, with two pieces of cannon, 
were proceeding from Brunfwick to 
Amboy, but were perceived by the 
6th Virginia regiment, who were an 
out poft, confuting of 400 men, com- 
manded by Col. Buckner. The 
Lieut. Col. (Parker) was difpatched 
with an advanced party of 600, who 
pofted themfelves moft advantage- 
oufly. — The enemy advancedin a co- 
lumn ten in front-, when they came 
up within a 1 00 yards Parker gave 
them a well levelled fire, by which 
their Commandant Col. Prefton was 
killed. They kept an incefiant blaze 
for twenty minutes, when Parker 
finding himfelf unfupportcd, retreat- 
ed. The enemy had 25 killed on 
the fpot, and about 40 wounded ; they 
carried off their killed and wounded, 
except 13, who were left, and were 
afterwards drefted by a furgeon of 
ours ; befides the Colonel killed, the 
fecohd in command was ftiot through 
the body, and carried off fpeechleis ; 
they had 1 Captain killed, and 1 
wounded. Thefe particulars we have 
from the people living near the fpot, 
and from a corporal, of the third re- 
giment of guards, who deferted from 
them two days ago. Col. Buckner, 
who got panic ftruck, and left his 
Lieutenant Colonel unfupported, is 
under anarreft, and will be tried for 
his 'life.' What renders this little af~ 



) 



fair fo extraordinary is, that we hsA 
not a fingle man either killed of 
wounded; fuch wretched Jhoottrs arc 
Britifh foldiers. The enemy are 
clofely watched in Brunfwick. They 
have get to living, officers as well as 
men, on fait provisions, and find 
it extremely difficult to get forage. 
That you may may judge what a cle- 
ver way we are in, take a memoran- 
dum of five or fix days. 

Jan. 17. Three of the guards and 
one dragoon deferted. Same day a 
large fcouting party took 90 waggon- 
loads of ftores, in the county of Mon- 
mouth. 

18th. 1 of 42d, 2 of light in- 
fantry, and 3 Yagers deferted. 

19th. 3 of 46th, and 2 of /iff 
deferted. 

20th. 4 Waldeckers were taken 
prlfbners. 

21ft. 4 of 7 1 ft, 2 of 40th* 3 of 
28th, i of 55th, and two marine^ 
were taken prifoners, with 47 wag- 
gons and 106 horfes ; they were part 
of a large foraging party— who were 
attacked by an inferior number of our* 
troops, and were foori fet a tamper- 
ing with the lofs of the greateft part 
of their waggons'. 

22d. 4 of 3d regiment of guards' 
were made prifone/s. 
A copy of a letter from a Gentleman 
in Albany to a Gentleman in Salem, 
dated the \$tb of February, 1777. 
Since I wrote the foregoing, an ex^ 
prefs arrived from ' Ticonderoga, ar 
which place a Captain m Livingfton's 
regiment is juft got in from Canada, 
from whence he had juft made his 
efcape. He tells the commanding; 
officer on oath, that a fcouting and 
fcalping party of favages, to the' 
amount of So, together with fome* ' 
Canadians and Regulars, to the' 
amount of about ijo, had fet out 
from Canada; they were to have zol.- 
for every fcalp they might bring in. 
That Colonel Frazer commanded ar 
Montreal, had with him two hun-- 
dr»d men, 150 men were at Saint! 

John-V 
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John's, £nd^*h£ like number at bepubHfned. Extras from the nfi- 
Chamblee ; ■ till *k« foreigners were at -nates, Matthew Vifcher, Sec. 

Three Rivers, r had mutinied twice Williamjburib % (Virginia) Dec zd 
or thrice in fuch manner ai obliged • 'In General Jffembly y Dec. 19, 1776* 
the commanding offictr to turn -out the Whereas 

Sriti/b troops a*d*wb*t Canadians tbsy hath waged waf again ft this Com- 
have* in order to quell tbetn. That monwealth, and the United Ameti- 



General Carleton was at Quebec, and 
that they Were cutting wood on -the 
lake for three veflels. He further 
iays, that people in general are much 
more affected to our caufe, than they 
were laftyear; and that what Cana- 
dians have joined the British army, 
are only the very loweft of the peo- 
ple j the troops take Whatever they 
ftand in need of from any perfon, jaft 



can States, and there are within this 
Commonwealth divers merchants-atd 
others, fubjects of , who 

while they remain here have fre- 
quent opportunities of reducing and 
corrupting the minds of the people, 
and are fufpe£ed of holding corre- 
fpondence with, and- giving intelli- 
gence to the enemy : 

Refolded, nemine contradicmtg, That 



give them a certificate of having the Governor and Council be defxred 



taken it, without any other fatisfac- 
tion. Provifion is very difficult to be 
had, by even the troops. 

Bofton, February xy* 
Account of the exchange of prifoners 

atRhode-Ifland, Feb. 11, 17^7. 
By account of Capt. Ayres, 123 

To balance due toBritifh on laft 

account, — — 23 

To delivered to Capt. Ayres, 46 

Balance due to Americans, 54 

123 
Newport, Feb 11* M* "Read, Sec. 

The General Aflembiy of Rhode* 
Ifland have appointed" Henry Mar- 
chant, Efq. a Delegate of the Grand 
American Congrefs, for that ftate. 
Albany, Commit Ut C bomber, January 
2i, 1777. 

Refolved, That every perfon who 
fhall offer any thing for fale, or mail 
fell any thing for a ieis Aim in gold 
or (liver money, than in continental 
or other paper money, now paffing 
current in this county, fhall be con^- 
fidered as a depredator of the paper 
currency, and treated accordingly ; ■ 
and that every perfon who fhall re- 
fuie to take the fame in payment," 
fhall be treated in like manner. 

Ordered, That the above refolutlbn 



to caufe all fuch perfons to depart 
this Commonwealth, by immediate- 
ly putting in execution the fhtute 
ftaple of the 27th of Edward III. 
chapter 17, againft all the narives'of 
Great-Britain, who were partners 
with factors, agents, ftore-keepetv 
aififtant ftore^keepers, or clerks here, 
for any merchant or merchants dn 
Great-Britain, at the time the acl*of 
the Britifh Parliament for reftraining 
the trade of America, and feiziiig 
our property upon the water, took 
place, except only fuch of them, as 
have heretofore uniformly manifested 
a friendly difpofnion to the American 
caufe, or are attached to this coun- 
try, by having wives or children here ; 
and fuch , -as 

fhall fatisfy the Governor and Coun- 
cil, that they have not been ableta 
procure other means of departure, 
may have their paflage to any foreign 
port, in fuch veflels employed in Ae 
fervice of this Commonwealth, as 
the Governor and Council fhall di- 
rect. And that all, or any of them, 
who fhall be found here after the time 
refpeclively allowed them to depart, 
fhall be confined as enemies and pri- 
foners of war. And for furnifhitig 
the Governor and Council with pro- 
per information, the Jnftkes of the 
if • feve/al 
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feveral courlty courts are impbwcrcd 
and required immediately to make 
enquiry for all fuch 
. refiding within their refpe&ive coun- 
ties ; and, after due examination had, 
. to caufc a lift of their names to be en- 
tered upon record, and dirett their 
clerk to tranfmit a copy thereof to 
the Governor. And that a copy of 
■ this refolve, together with a copy of 
the aforefaid ftatute ftaple, be forth- 
with printed in the Virginia Gazette. 
A. CARY, Speaker of the Senate. 
E.PENDLETON, Speaker of the 

H.D. 
27th of Edward III. chapter xviL 
A merchant ftrangtr Jhall net be im- 
peached for another 5 s debt* but upon 
good cavfe. Merchants of enemies 

Z tries Jtll their goods in convenient 
and depart* 
Item. That no merchant ftranger 
be impeached for another's trefpafs, 
. or for another's debt, whereof he is 
not debtor, pledge, cr mainpernor. 
Provided always, that if our liege 
people, merchants, or others, been- 
damaged by any Lords of ftrange 
lands, or their fubje&s, and the faid 
Lords (duly required) fail of right to 
our faid fubjecls, we mall have the 
law of marque, and of taking them 
< again, as hath been ufed in times 
part, without fraud or deceit ; and in 
cafe that debate do rife (which God 
defend) betwixt us and any Lords of 
Grange lands, we will not that the 
people and merchants of the faid 
lands be fuddenly fubdued in our faid 
realm and lands 'becaufe of fuch de- 
bate, but that they be warned, and 
proclamation thereof published, that 
they fhall void the faid realm and 
lands, with their goods, freely, within 
forty days after the warning, and 
proclamation (o made ; and that, in 
the mean time, they be not impeach- 
ed, norder of their paflage, or of 
making their profit of the fame mer- 
chandizes, if they will fell them. 
And in cafe that for default of wind 
or of fhip, or for ficknefs, or for other 



evident caufe, they "cannot avoid otif 
faid realm and lands within fo ihort a 
time, then they lhall have other forty 
days, or more> if need be, within 
which they may pais conveniently, 
with felling their merchandize a» 
afore is faicf. 

A letter from an ojfictr at New-York. 
New-Tori, Feb. 14. 
My dear Friend, 
1 am infinitely obliged to you for 
your letters. I got the three laft to-- 
gether. I can't tell you the fatisfac- 
tion they are of to me. I wifh I could 
make you a proper return by any let- 
ters of mine. As to the hiftory of 
the campaign, in truth I am not ca- 
pable of it ; and your public accounts 
will furrdfh you with, I fancy, a jufter 
idea than any of us can give you- It 
may feem ftrange to you, but it will 
not to a fober military man, that the 
parties of a General's followers and 
the difcontented run fo high, that 
their reafonings upon events conta- 
minate the facls themfelves. 

I will however endeavour at a 
thing, that if I could effeft anfwer- 
able *to my own idea of it, would be 
better information to your Dhilofo- 
phical mind than any relations of 
battles and military operations ; nay, 
in my opinion,, would be better for 
the Minifter to have a clear fight of* 
than of the exafteft detail of every 
fkirmifh we have had with tliefe per- 
verfe raggamuffins, who plague ua 
while tney can't oppofe us, and whom 
we can't fubdue, though we beat 
them. 

In a word then, the Chapter of the 
Heffians is worth the attention of the 
Minifter* verfe by verk. You will 
eaftly imagine, that differing as we 
do in language, manners, and ideas, 
Engliih and Heflian did not coalefce 
into one corps; not but there was 
great communication and conftant vi- 
Sting, efpecially among the princi- 
pal officers ; but thefe were rather na- 
tional civilities than perfonal kind- 

neiTes, 
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nefles, and our younger people hardly 
kept up any communication with 
them. They rather affected to de^ 
fpife the thriftinefs of the Heffian 
prudence, as a fome thing bafe and 
fordid. The Heffian, naturally fierce, 
was not backward to return the dif- 
daih he met, and affected to confider 
the volatile fpirit with which our 
youngfters went to war, as unfoldierly, 
and talked of themfelves as the body on 
whom the fuccefs of the war was to de- 
pend. Whatever has finee been the ef- 
fects, the prudence and good fenfe of 
Sir William turned thele vanities at 
£rft to good account. He indulged the 
forwardnefs of the foreigners ; they 
were refufed no fervice, and they ap- 
plied for almoft all ; Kniphaufenhad 
a fair claim to give his name to the 
fort, and Howe could not doubt that 
he had confirmed the good temper of 
the whole foreign army ; but it ex- 
cited pride and arrogance, inftead of 
gratitude in this boorifh fort of people. 
They began to complain that more 
than their mare was put upon 
them, and in a manner claimed a 
fort of choice where, and when, 
and how, they mould be employed. 
They had indeed, from the begin- 
ning, confidered themfelves pretty 
much as at free quarters in an enemy's 
country; nor were they much mif- 
taken in the fact, for our new friends 
were little better than fpies upon us ; 
but it is not eafy for you to conceive 
the quantity of plunder that the Hef- 
fian camp had collected early ; their 
very men were fome of them as it 
were rich, and they took excellent 
care of what they got; the unthrifty 
manner of our people left them foon 
cxpofed to a thoufand inconvenien- 
cies that the Heffian6 were Grangers to. 
From the veryoutfet they had got 
a whim t^at they were to have allot- 
ments of land, in the very firft pro- 
vince that was conquered, Whether 
this was a recruiting tale, or whether 
a hope of lands was really fuggefted 
(a* fome fay) to Heifter, I can't tell ; 



but that it mould be in the firft pro* 
vince we got was abfurd : bat you 
will not wonder that it made them 
eager to get into the Jerfeys. 

They no fooner found themfelves 
difappointed of their immediate fettle- 
men ts, than they confidered the coun- 
try as an object of vengeance. Tho 
country was certainly ravaged at 
a high rate ; it is inconceivable the 
terror they r?ifed in the Americana, 
who trembled at the very name of an 
Heffian. In a word, the rebellion 
feemed crumed. There was no rebel 
army in the field ; literally fpeaking, 
none. Washington was fled to Phi- 
ladelphia, where he had a few hun - 
dreds, fcarce fufficient to awe his per- 
fonal enemies ; many of whom he im- 
prudently put in prifon, while others 
fled to us, and their caufe fo hopeleft, 
that they had no pretence to claim 
more than their pardon, and that was ' 
all the proudeft of them met. They 
lived in our quarters hated by us as 
rebels, and defpifed by their country- 
men as deferters. 

Here you fee us in triumph, with- 
out an enemy, mailers of a delightful 
country. And now we had leifurc to 
fhew our ill humours, and they broke 
out without management. The ge- 
neral antipathy between us and the 
foreigners appeared without a mafk ; 
they aftumed the merit of all that was 
done. They confidered the country 
as their right. The increafe of their 
plunder, and the care of it, was their 
only care. In every corps of them, 
this was a common care, and was 
guarded as the proper baggage of the 
corps ; they would not move without 
it. It was in vain that Howe exhaufted 
his temper in rcafon and arguing : un- 
luckily at the moment an irremediable 
mifchief fell out, juft at a bad nick, 
€t want of pay." The regular pay 
of the Heffian had been, as in reafon 
one would think it might have been, 
left to their own maHer, who had 
however not provided for it; " but 
pay and good difciplinc" are im- 
L 2 pofftblc. 
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poffibltf. Howe could 4o nothing, Upon thh adventure of Wa(hjng 7 
but fhew; tjifc ^conftancy of his nature r ton's, all our evil humours grew into 
in ordering what &e could not remedy. , rank diforders. My furprize is rather 
The example of bad difcipline natu- , that we keep what we do, than that 
r$Hy r extended itfelf to the Englifh. we have had fome lofjes. LordCorn- 
We began ourfelves to feel the incon- wallis has done all that a good officer 
venience.of a defolated country, and can do; but he has infinitely more 

than the enemy ac^d the feafon to con r 
tend with. The Britifh is now the 
only operative part of the army ; 
and Purely you, fee that they have 
more than enough to do for- their 
number. 

. Among other mifchiefc, we are 
peftered' with ftories of the wifdonj 
and virtue of the rebels. I won't 
reckon , perverfenefs and refractory 
fpirit among virtues ; and as to wif 7 
dpm, which they tell us has created 
this army of Wamihgton'js by magic, 
the cafe is fimply this : his firfl at- 
tempt was with an handful of men : 
it was, I own, a fpirited thing. He 
happened to.fucceed. He came into 
a, country of friends, and one fuccefs 
led to another. The march of a fuc- 
cefsful i^my always mull encreafe itl 
Philadelphia . is rich, arid her .own 
danger made her liberal, and fup- 
, plied an army that the cirqumftances 
of the times, not the wifdom of Wafh- 
ington, had created. After all, if 
we could now aft with our whole/ 
force, they could not fland againft us ; 
but the experiment would bejuiinow- 
too dangerous. Would to God we 
were all Britifh, and fpoke the- fame; 
language, and had the fame heart ; 
the rebels would foon iiiien to reafon. 
But remember I tell you, our allies 
mull be new modelled, or we muit 
change them for Britifh, and fend 
them to take care of you, if we hope), 
for fuccefs. * . 

I'll mention a little circumftanceof ■ 
ten times the mifchiefof all WaOung- 
ton's fuccefs, and which proves our 
temper. Some Heffians who ^ad 
ftrayed from their quarters, and pof- 
fibly never found their way to the 
enemy's camp, came back to their 
colours after, the affair of Trenton. 

Thefc, 



in vain looked for die comforts we had 
found' at firiL 

•_ General Howe foon found that the 
fybmiffion of the coimtry was all 
feigned; many who had fworn alle- 
giance had fled, and thofe who re4 
jtfained^ad no better intentions. But, 
it, was npt to be : fuppofed, nor , has. it 
liappened,; that . an unarmed reduced 
province could rife upon their, con- 
queror*;, ilowe di&ribtoted, hi? army 
withra.-view to keeping the province 
undebhis! long line, in that light was 
wife*, and did anfwer its end ;". not an 
hand dared iHr in the province . , Means 
wm*ctmoef ted %o provide the Heffians 
with* dWir. pay, and rt^ reduce them to 
a aaroper temper. Arrangements were 
taken to. eftablifl} a firmer difcipline 
among our own people; in which, 
however, opinions differed widely: 
it wad thought unreasonable, to be 
over exact in an enemy's country : but 
the winter promifed leifure to. fettle 
all th»': when, fuddenly, Waihing- 
ton, with an hundred men, beat up 
the quarters at Trenton. The block- 
heads, whofe heads are full of after- 
wifdom* now condemn Rhbll for turn- 
ing out his men : but take my word 
for it, the contempt -the Heffians then 
had of thoenemy was fuch, that he 
would have been branded for a coward 
had he done otherwife. Rholl was 
not an over-pleafant man,- but he: was 
a good and gallant officer ; and it is 
fcandalous to reproach him, as fome 
• have had the impudence to do, not 
only with rafhnefs, but with the con- 
tradictory charge of want of fpirit. 
By the fame vile reafoning, an acci- 
dental ifhot might have ftigmatized 
the hero Mawhood, and want of fuc- 
cefs might have difplaced the never- 
•nongh-to-be^admired Harcourt, 
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Thefe fellows, to magnify their own 
merits, had their mouths*fuli of the - 
offers they had ref ufed of fettlements 
and eftablifhments in Pennfylvania ; 
they tell wonderful .(lories of the 
happy fituation of their, comrades, 
who forfooth had not their virtue to 
withftand temptations. Thofe ftories, 
at fcrft either disregarded or laughed 
at, we have at laftin vain endeavour- 
ed to put a ifeop to ; and Heilter has 
.been very fincere an a&ive in his be- 
haviour; and force who really had 
been prifoners, an4 efcaped, have 
formally declared how ill they were . 
treated, and how much the Ameri- 
cans hate the Heffians ; but the truth 
they tell us is not credited, while the 
flattering, hopes, fuggefted by the lies 
of thofe rafcals, who meant no more . 
than to make excufes for their ab r 
fence, operate, monftroufiy ; and I do 
aifurc you, t /of my own knowledge, 
that there is icarcely an inffcanee of an 
Heman officer deferring, not one, of 
any one of the rank of Field Officer ; 
and perhaps after all, the Hef&an bri- 
gades are a& full as one ought to ex- 
pect after fo much fervice. It is not 
the positive k>6, but the doubts and 
fears that axe created which do the 
jaifchief. If we could meet die enemy 
to-morrow in fair campaign and 
pitched battle, I have no doubt the 
^HeiBaas would behave nobly. In the 
mean, time, it is common-fenfe that 
obliges Howe not to have a frontier 
ia their hands, as things now (land ; 
perhaps diflincl fervices may be found 
for them and for the BrjtiLfh, which 
would fave the making bickerings 
and upbraidings that always hap- 
pened when they were employed to- 
gether. " 

I have really given you a fair flate 
of the mind of the army : if you find 
fatisiadion yourfelf, or think it will 
give any light to ■ ■■ , you will 
naturally let his Lordihip fee : but I 
begmyname may not be given till 
you firll found him how he reliihes 
my notion j* 



JtotbiT toff of tU Au**ica> 
Crisis b&oing torn* t$ lav/i Jtwft tb* 
publication, i* pmgt 1 1, by <utbub it>ap- 
ffart that tbt frftieat en impttftQ 
copy, tht frvomfrfl paragraphs of tht 
/noma* nmmbtr btimg twirt'y omtttaU 
fbey an a\t follow t 

The American Crssis.' No, H» 

By tbf Autbor of Qommon-Stn/u 

To LORD HOWE. 

What* i in tbt nam of Lo^D that I 

Jb.uU ftar* * 
To bring m} grifvametto tbt public $ar m 
Chu*chill. 
Universal empire is the prero- 
gative of a writer. His concerns are 
with all mankind, and though he 
cannot command their obedience, he 
can anrgn them their duty. The re- 
public of letters is more ancieat thaa 
monarchy, and of far higher charac- 
ter in the world, than the vaJfal Court 
of Britain ; he that rebels again ft rea- 
fon is a real rebel ; but he that in de- 
fence of reafbn, rebels againfl tyranny, 
has a better title to " Defbader-of 
the " than 

As a military man, your Lordiup 
may hoid out the fword of war, and 
call it the " Ultima Ratio Rb- 
CUM," Tbt lafl rtajon of Ki*gt ; we 
in return can mow you the fword of 
juftice, and call it, " The beit fcourge 
of tyrants." The nrft -of thefe two 
may threaten, or even frighten, for 
awhile, and call a fickly languor over 
an infulted people; but reafon will 
foon recover the debauch, audreftore 
them again to tranquil fortitude. 
Your Lordihip, I find, ha« now com- 
menced author, and published a Pro- 
clamation; I too have publifhed a 
a Crius ; as they ftand, they- are the 
antipodes of each other; both cannot 
rife at once, and one of them muft 
defcend : and fo quick is the revolu- 
tion of things, that your Lordmip's 
performance, I fee, has already fal- 
len many degrees from its firit place, 
and is now juft vifible on the edge of 
the political horizon. 

It 
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It is aftoniming to what pitch of 
infatuation blind folly and obftinacy 
will carry mankind ; and your Lord- 
ihip*s drowfy proclamation is a proof 
that it does not even quit them in 
their fleep* Perhaps you thought 
America too was taking a nap, and 
therefore, chofe, like Satan to Eve, 
to whifper the delufion foftly, left 
you mould awaken her. This Con- 
tinent, Sir, is too extenfive to fleep 
all at once, and too watchful, even 
in its flumbers, not to ftartle at the 
unhallowed foot of an invader. You 
may iffue your Proclamation, and 
welcome, for we have learned to 
*' reverence o*rfel<ues ," and fcorn the 
infulting that employs you. - 

America, for your deceafed brother's 
fake, would, gladly have fhewn you 
refped, and it is a new aggravation 
to her feelings, that Honve fhould be 
forgetful, and raife his fword againft 
thofe, who at their own charge raifed 
a monument to his brother. But 
your has commanded, and you 

have not enough of nature left to re- 
fufe. Surely! there muft be fomc- 
thing ftrangely degenerating in the 
love of monarchy, that can fo com- 
pletely wear a man down to an in- 
grate, and make him proud to lick 
the duft that Kings have trod. upon. 
A few more years, fhould you fur^ 
vive them, will bellow on you the 
title of an old man, and in fome hour 
of future reflection you may probably 
iind the ntnefs of Wolfey's defpairing 
penitence, " Had lfer*ved my God as 
"faithfully as I have ferved my King, 
*' be would not thus ba<vejcrjaken me 
" in my old age." 

. The character you appear to us in 
is. truly ridiculous. Your friends, 
the Tories, announced your coming 
with high defcriptions of your un- 
limited powers ; but your Proclama- 
tion has given them the lie, hyftiow- 
ing you to be a commHfiorrer without 
authority. Had your powers been 
ever fo great, they were nothing to 
us, farther thai wcpJeafed; becaufc . 
we had the fame right which other 



: nations had, to do what we thought 
was beft. " The Ukited States 
of America," will found as pom- 
poufly in the world, or in hiftory, as 
** Tie Kingdom of Great- Britain." 
The character of General Wajhington 
will fill a page with as much luftre as 
that of Lord Howe ; and the Congrefs 
have as much right to command the 
King and Parliament of England, to 
defift from Legislation, as they or you 
have to command the . Only 

fuppofe how laughable fuch an edict 
would appear from us, and then, in 
that merry mood, do but turn the 
tables upon yourfelf, and you will fee 
how your Proclamation is received 
here. Having thus placed you in a pro-* 
per pofition, in which yon may have a 
full view of folly, and learn to defpife 
it, I hold up to you, for that purpofe, 
the following quotation from your 
own lunarian Proclamation, " And 
we (Lord Howe and General Howe) 
do command, (and in his Majefty'* 
name forfooth) all fuch perfonsas are 
aflembled together under the name of 
General or Provincial CongrefTes, 
Committees, Conventions, or other 
aflbciations, by whatever name, o* 
names known or diftinguifhed, to de- 
fift and ceafe from all fuch treasonable 
actings and doings." 

You introduce your Proclamation 
by referring to your declaration of 
the 14th of July and the 10th of Sep- 
tember. In the laft of thefe you funk 
yourfelf below the character of a pri- 
vate gentleman. That I may not 
feem to accufe you unjuftly, I mall 
ftate the circumftance: by a verbal 
invitation of your's, communicated to 
Congrefs by General Sullivan, then 
a prifoner on his parole, you figni- t 
fled your denre of conferring with 
fome members of that body as private 
gentlemen. It was beneath the dig- 
nity of the American Congrefs to pay 
any regard to a menage thac at bell 
was but a genteel affront, and had too 
much of the miniftcrial complexion of 
tampering with private perfons ; an<} . 
which might probably have been the 
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<aie, had the gentlemen who were 
deputed on that bufinefs, poflefled 
that eafy kind of virtue wlJch an En- 
glish courtier is fo truly diftinguimed 
by. Your requeft, however, was com- 
plied with ; for honeft men are na- 
turally more tender of their civil than 
their political fame. The interview 
ended as every fenfible man thought 
it would; for your Lord /hip knows, 
as well as the writer of the Crifis, that 
it is impoflible for the King of Eng- 
land to promife the repeal, or even 
. the revifal, of any a£ts of Parliament ; 
wherefore, on your part, you ha*d 
nothing to fay, more than to requeft, 
in the room of demanding, the entire 
furrenderof the Continent; and then, 
if that was complied with, to promife 
that the inhabitants mould efcape 
with their lives. This was the up- 
fhot of the conference. You informed 
the Conferees that you were two 
months in fbliciting thefe powers. 
"We aflc, what powers ? for as Com- 
miffioner you have none. If you mean 
the power of pardoning, it is an ob- 
lique proof that your was de- 
termined to facrihee all before him ; 
and that you were two months in dif- 
fuading him from his purpofe. An- 
other evidence of his favage obfti- 
nacy ! From your own account of the 
matter, we may juftly draw thefe two 
conclusions; hrit, that you ferve a- 
; and fecondly, that never 
was a Commiffioner fent on a more 
■foolim errand than yourfelf. Thi$ 
plain language may, perhaps, found 
uncouthly to an ear vitiated by courtly 
refinements; but words were made 
for ufe, and the fault lies in deferring 
them, or the abufe in applying them 
unfairly. 

Soon after your return to New- 
York, you published a very illiberal 
and unmanly hand-bill agjainft the 
Congrefs ; for it was certainly ftep- 
ping out of the line of common civi- 
lityjfirft, to icreen your national pride 
by foliciting an interview with them 
as private gentlemen, and in the con- 



clufion to endeaveur to deceive the 
multitude by making an hand-bill 
attack on the whole body of the Con- 
grefs ; you got rhem together under 
one name, and abufe them under an- 
other. But the and 
the caufe you fupport, afford you fo 
few inftances of acting the gentleman, 
that out of pity to your fituation the 
Congrefs pardoned the infult by tak- 
ing no notice of it. 

You fay in that hand-bill, " that 
they, the Congrefs, difavowed every 
purpofe for reconciliation not confo- 
nant with their extravagant and inad- 
miflible claim of independence." 
Why, God blefs mc ! what have you 
to do with our independence ? We aik 
no leave of yours to fet it up; we aik 
no money of yours to fupport it ; we 
can do better without your fleets and 
armies than with them ; you may 
foon have enough to do to protect 
yourfelves without being burthened 
with us. We are very willing to be 
at peace with yon, to buy of you and 
fell to you, and, like young begin- 
ners in the world^to work for our 
own living; therefore, why do you 
put yourfelves out of cam, when we 
know you cannot fpareit, and we do 
not defire you to run into debt ? I am 
willing, Sir, you mould fee your 
folly in every view I can place jt, and 
for that reafon defcend fometimes to 
tell you in jeft what I wim you to fee 
in earneft. But to be more ferious 
with you, why do you fay, " their" 
independency? To fet you right, Sir, 
we tell you, that the independency 
is mrs not tbttrs. The Congrefs 
were, authorized by every State on the 
Continent to publiih it ,to all the 
world, and in fo doing are not to be 
confidered as the inventors, but only 
as the heralds that proclaimed it, or 
the office from which the fenfc of the 
people received a legal form ; and it 
was as much as any or all their heads 
were worth, to have treated with you 
on the fubjeft of fubmiffion under any 
asme whatever. But we know the men 
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in whom we have truftecT. Can Eng- 
land fay, the fame of her parliament ? 
I come how more particularly, Sec. 
as in page 16. 

And go en to the end of the fecond 
paragraph in page 19, ending nvitb 
the words, t( deceive and ruin you." 
After *wbich comes in the following • 

If ever a nation was mad and foolifh, 
blind to its own intereft, and bent on 
its own deftruttion, it is Britain. 
There are fuch* things as national 
fins, and though the punifhment of 
individualsmay be referved to another 
world, national punifhment can only 
be inflicted in* this world. Britain, 
as a nation, is in my inmoft belief 
the greateft and moft ungrateful of- 
fender againft God on the face of the 
whole earth : blefled with all the 
commerce me could wifh for, and 
fnrnifhed by a vaft extenfion of domi- 
nion with the means of civilizing both 
the Eaftern and Weftern World, fhe 
has made no other ufe of both than 
proudly to idolize her own*' thunder," 
and rip up the tttvels of whole coun- 
tries for what The could get; — like 
Alexander, . fhe has made war her 
fport, and inflicted mifery for prodi- 
gality fake. The blood of India is' 
not yet repaid, nor the wretehednefs 
of Africa yet requitted. Of late 
fhe has enlarged her lift of national 
cruelties by her butcherly deftru&ion 
of the Caribbs of St. Vincent's, and 
in returning; an anfwer by the fwOrd 
to the meek prayer for " Peace, Li- * 
berty, and Safty" Thefe are ferious 
things ; and whatever a foolifh 

, a debauched court, a trafficking 
Legislature, or a blinded people may - 
think, the national account with 
Heaven muft fome day or other be 
fettled: all countries have fooner or 
later been called to their reckoning ; : 
the proudeft empires have funk when ' 
the balance was ftruck ; and Britain, 
like an individual penitent, muft un- 
dergo her day of forrow, and the 
* fooner it ha'ppens to her the better. 
As I wifh it over, I wifh it to come, 



but withal, wifti that it may be a$ 

light as poflible. 

Perhaps your Lordfhip has fto tafte 

for ferious tilings ; by your connexion 
• in England I fhould fuppofe not ; 
- therefore I fhall drop this part of the 

Subject, and take it up in a line in 

which you will better underftand me. 
By what means, may I afk, &c. 

as in page 19, to the end ; .all the rkft 

being right* 

Philadelphia, March c. 
SPEECH of his Excellency WTL- 
LIAM LIVINGSTONE, Efq. 
Governor, Captain-General, arid 
Commander, in Chief, of the State 
of New- Jerfey, and the 'territories 
thereunto belonging, Chancellor 
andOrdinary in the fame. 
To the Right Honourable the Coun- 
cil, and General Aflembly of the 
faid State. 

Gentlemen, 
Having already laid before the Af- 
fembly, by meflages, the feveral 
matters that have occurred to me, as 
more particularly demanding their at- 
tention during the prefent feflion, 'it 
may feem left necefTary to addrefs 
you, in the more ceremonious form 
of a fpeech. But conceiving it my 
duty to the State, to deliver my fen- 
timehts on the prefent fituation bf 
affairs, and the eventful conteft be- 
tween Great Britain and America", 
which could not, with any propriety, 
be conveyed in occafiqnal mefTages, 
you will excufe my giving you the 
trouble of attending for that pur- 
pofe. 

After deploring with you the def- 
lation fpread through part of this 
State, by an unrelenting enemy, who 
have indeed marked their progrefs 
with "a devaftation unknown to civi- 
lized- nations; -and evincive of the 
mod implacable Vengeance, IheartHy 
congratulate ytiu, on that fubfequent 
feries -6f fucceft, wherewith it has 
pleafed *he Almighty to crown the 
■American arms; and particularly on 
the important enterprize againft the 
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enemy at Trenton ; and the fignal 
*vi8ory obtained over them at Prince- 
town, by the gallant troops under the 
command of his Excellency General 
Wafhington. 

Confiderrog the contemptible figure 
they make at prefent, and the difguft 
they have given to their own confede- 
rates amongft us, by their more than 
Gothic ravages ; (for thus doth the 
Great Difpofer of events often deduce 
good out of evil) their irruption into 
our dominion will redound to the 
public benefit. It has certainly en- 
abled us the more effectually to diftin- 
guifh our friends from our enemies. 
It has winnowed the chaff from the 
grain. It has difcrimmated the tem- 
porizing politician, who, on the firft 
appearance of danger, was determined 
to feeure his idol — property, at the 
- hazard of the general weal ; from the 
perfevering patriot, who having em- 
barked all in the common* caufe, 
choofes rather to rffque, rather to 
loofe that all, for the preservation of 
the moreeftimabletreafure, Liber t y, 
than to poflefs it (enjoy it he could 
not) upon ignominious terms of 
tamely resigning his country and po- 
fterity to infamy and flavery. It has, 
however opened the eyes of thofe, 
who were made to believe that their 
impious merit, in abetting our profe- 
cutors, would exempt them from 
being involved in the common cala- 
mity. But as the rapacity of the ene- 
my was boundlefs, their rapine was 
andifcriminate, and their barbarity 
tnparallelled. They have plundered 
friends and foes. Effects capable of 
divifion,. they have divided ; fuch as 
were not, they have deftroyed. They 
have warred upon decrepid age ; war- 
red upon defencelefs youth. They 
have committed hoftilities againft the 
profeflbrs of literature, and the mi- 
nifters of religion; againft public re- 
Cords, and private monuments ; againft 
books of improvement, and papers of 
eurionty; and againft the arts and 
fritnmi They have butchered- the 



wounded a/king for quarter; mangled 1 
the dying weltering in their blood ; 
refufed the dead the rites of fepulture ; 
fuftered prifoners to perifh for want of 
fuftenance; violated the chaftity of 
Women ; disfigured private dwellings 
of tafte and elegance ; arid, in the 
rage of impiety and barbarifm, pro- 
faned tdificts dedicated to Almighty 
God! 

Yet there are amongft us, who 
either from ambitious or lucrative 
motives, or intimidated by the terror 
of their arms ; or from a partial fond- 
nefs for the Britifh conftitution ; or 
deluded by infidious proportions, are 
fecretly abetting, or openly aiding, 
their machinations, to deprive us of 
that liberty, — without which, man is 
a beaft, and government a curfe. 

Befides the inexpreflible bafenefs of 
wifhing to rife on the ruin of our 
country ; or to acquire riches at the 
expence of the liberties and fortunes 
of our fellow-citizens ; how foon 
would thofe delufive dreams upon the 
conqueft of America be turned into 
difappoinfment. Where is the fund 
to recompence thofe maimers to the 
Britifh army ; thofe intentional pen- 
ftoners of a bankrupt nation ? Was 
every ftate in America to be confis- 
cated, and converted into cafh, the 
produft would not fatiate the avidity 
of their own creatures, nor furnifh an 
adequate repaft for the keen appetites 
of their own mimjiersal bentficiaries* 
Inftead of gratuities and promotion^ 
thefe unhappy accomplices in their 
tyranny, would meet with Superci- 
lious looks and cold difdain ; and 
after tedious attendance be finally- 
told, by their haughty mafters, that 
they indeed approved of the treafon, 
but defpifed the traitor* Infulted in. 
fine by their pretended protestors, but 
real betrayers ; and goaded with the 
ftings of their own confeiences, they 
would remain the frightful monu- 
ments of human con tempt and Divine 
indignation ; and linger out the reft 
of their days in felf-condemnation: 
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and remorfe; and in weeping over 
the ruins of their country, which 
themfelves had been inilrumental in 
reducing to defolation and bondage. 
Others there are, who terrified at the 
power of Britain, have been perfuaded ' 
that lhe is not only formidable, but 
irrefiflible. That her power is great, 
is beyond queliion ; that it is not to 
be defpifed, is the di&ate of common 
prudence. But then we ought alfo 
to coniider her as weak in council ; 
and groaning with debt; reduced in 
her trade, reduced in her revenues, 
Lmmerfed in pleafure, enervated with 
luxury, andindiifipation and venality 
furpafling all Europe. We ought to 
coniider her as hated by a potent ri- 
val, her natural enemy, and particu- 
larly exafperated at her imperious con- 
duel in the laft war, as well as her 
provoking manner of commencing it ; 
and then inflamed with refentment, 
and only watching a favourable junc- 
ture for open hoftilities. We ought 
to confider the amazing expence and 
difficulty of tranfporting troops and 
provifions above three thoufand miles, 
with the lmpojubilky of recruiting 
their army at a lefs diftance j fave 
only, with fuchrecreants, whofe con- 
scious guilt mult on the firft approach 
cf danger appal the ftoutefl heart. 
Thefe infuperable obftacles are known 
and acknowledged by every virtuous 
andimpartialmanin the nation. Even 
the of this horrid war is inca- 

pable of concealing his own confufion 
and diftrefs. Too great to be wholly 
fupprefled, it frequently difcovers it- 
felfin the courfe of his fpeech. A 
fpeech terrible in word, and fraught 
with contradiction ; breathing threat- 
enings and betraying terror; a mot- 
ley mixture of magnanimity and con- 
llernation ; of grandeur and abafe- 
ment ; with troops invincible he 
dreads a defeat, and wants reinforce- 
ments. Victorious in America, and 
triumphant on the ocean, he is an 
humble dependent on a petty Prina% 
and with full confidence in the friend- 



fhip and alliance of France, he tremy 
bles at her/ecret deligns and open pre- 
parations. 

With all this, we ought to con- 
trail the nnmerous and hardy fons of 
America, enured to toil ; feafoned 
alike to heat and cold ; hale, robuft* 
patient of fatigue ; and from an ar- 
dent love of liberty, ready to faGe 
danger and death. The immenfe ex- 
tent of continent, which our infatu- 
ated enemies have undertaken tofub- 
jugate. The remarkable unanimity 
of its inhabitants, notwithstanding' 
the exception of a few apoflates anl 
deferters ; their unfliaken refolution. 
to maintain their freedom, or perifh 
in the attempt ; the fertility of our 
foil in all kinds of provifion neceflary 
for the fupport of war ; our inex- 
hauitible internal refources for mili- 
tary ftores and naval armaments ;. 
our comparative ceconomy in public 
expences, and the millions we fave 
by reprobating the farther exchange 
of our valuable ftaples*for the wortn- 
lefs baubles and finery of Englifh 
manufacture;, add to this, that in a 
caufe fo juft and righteous on our 
part, we have the higheft reafon ta 
expect the hlefllng of Heaven upon 
our glorious conflict. For who can 
doubt the interpofition of the su- 
premely just, in favour of a peo- 
ple forced to recur to arms, in de- 
fence of every thing dear and pre- 
cious, againfl a nation deaf to our 
complaints, rejoicing in our miferyy 
wantonly aggravating our oppreflions,, 
determined to divide our fubftance, 
and by hrc and fword to compel us 
into fubmiflion. 

Refpecling the cenltitution of 
Great-Britain, - being certain prero- 
gatives of dangerous tendency, it has 
indeed been applauded by the bell 
judges, and difplays in its original 
ilruflure, illuftrious proofs of wifdom 
and the knowledge of mankind* But 
what avails the btft conltitution, with 
the nvorj} adminifl ration ? For what is 
their prefent government, and what 
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lias it been for years paft, buta/«r- 
Jioned confederacy againft reafon, and 
virtue, and honour, and patriotism, 
and the rights of man ! What their 
governors, but a fet of political craftf- 
men, flagitioufly confpiring to erett 
the babel of Despotism, on the 
ruins of the antient and beautiful 
fabric of Law ? A fhamelefs cabal, 
notorioufly employed in deceiving 
the Prince, corrupting the parlia- 
ment, debafing the people, deprefT- 
ing the moft virtuous, and exalting 
the moft profligate ! In fhort, an in- 
fatiable junto of public fpoilers, la- 
vifhing the national wealth, and by 
peculation and plunder, daily accu- 
mulating a debt already enormous ! 
And what is the majority of their 
parliament, formerly the moft auguft 
aflembly in the world, but venal pen- 
sioners on the crown, a perfect mock-, 
ery on all reprefentation, and at the 
abfblute devotion of every minifter ! 
What were the charaeleriftics of their 
adminiftration of the provinces ? 
The fubftitution of inftru&ionsin the 
room of the law ; the multiplication 
of offices to ftrengthen the court in- 
tereft ; perpetually extending the pre- 
rogatives of tjie fcing, and retrench- 
ing the rights of the fubjeel ; advanc- 
ing to the moft eminent ftations, men 
without education, and of diftblute 
manners ; employing, with the peo- 
ples money, a band of emiflaries to 
mifreprefent and traduce the peo- 
ple ; fporting with our perfons and 
eftates, by filling the liigheft feats of 
juftice with bankrupts, bullies, and 
blockheads. 

From fuch a nation (though all 
this we bore, and fhould probably 
have borne for a century, had they 
not avowedly claimed the uncondi- 
tional difpofal of life and property) 
it is evidently our interefl to be de- 
tached* To remain happy^or fafe in 
our connection with her, became 
henceforth utterly impoffible. She is 
moreover precipitating her own falK 
*r the ago of miracks is returned \ and 



Britain, a phenomenon in the poli- 
tical world, without a parallel I 

The proclamations to enfnare the 
timid and credulous, are beyond ex- 
preflion difingennous and tantalizing. 
In a gilded pill they conceal real 
poifon. They add infult to injury. 
After repeated intimations of comif- 
fioners to treat with America, we are 
prefented, inftead of the peaceful 
olive-branch, with the devouring 
fword; inftead of being vifited by 
plenipotentiaries, to bring matters to 
an accommodation, we are invaded 
with an army, in their opinion, able 
to fubdue us; and upon difcovering 
their error, the terms propounded 
amount to this : " Ifyounjoi'lfubntit 
'" 'without reltjlancej nvo are content 
" to take your property, and fparo 
11 your Jives; and then (the confum- 
" mation of arrogance I) we will 
'* gracioufy pardon you for having hi* 
" T her to defended both." 

Confider then their bewildered 
councils, their blundering minifters, 
their want of men and money, their 
impaired credit, and declining com- 
merce, thetr loft revenues, ana ftarv- 
ing iflands, the corruption of their 
parliament, with the effeminacy of 
the nation, and the fuccefs of their 
enterprife is againft all probability. 
Confidering farther, the horrid enor- 
mity of waging war againft their 
own brethren, expoftulating for an 
audience, complaining of injuries, 
and fupplicating for redrefs, and 
waging it with a ferocity and ven- 
geance unknown to modern ages, and 
contrary to all laws, human and di- 
vine ; and we can neither queftion 
the juftice of our oppofition, nor the 
affiftanceof Heaven to crown it with 
viftory. 

Let us, however, not prefumptu- 
oufly rely on the interpofition of Pro- 
videnc «, without exerting thofe ef- 
forts which it is our duty to exert, and 
which our bountiful Creator has en- 
abled us to exert. Let us do our 
part to open the next campaign with 

M 2 redoubled 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 9* 1 



redoiibled vigour ; and until the 
United States have humbled the 
pride of Britain, and obtained an 
honourable peace, chearfully fumiih 
par proportion for continuing the 
" war— -A war on our fide founded on 
the immutable obligation of felf-de- 
fence, and in fupport of freedom, of 
virtue, and every thing tending to 
ennoble our nature, and render our 
people happy. On their part, prompt- 
ed by boundlefs avarice, arid a thirft 
for abfolute fway, and built on a 
claim repugnant to ever/ principle of 
, reafon and equity — 4 claim fubwfivt 
of all liberty >, natural, c'vvil> moral, 
and religious ; incompatible <witb human 
happinefsy and ufurping the attributes 
9^ Deity, degrading man, and blas- 
pheming God. 

Let us all, therefore, of every rank 
and degree, remember our plighted 
faith and honour to maintain the 
caufe with our lives and fortunes. 
JLet us inflexibly perfevere in profe- 
cuting to a happy period, what has 
been fb glorioufly begun, and hi- 
therto fo profperoufly conducted. — 
And let thofe in more difHnguifhed 
ilations ufe all their influence and au- 
thority to roufe the fupine; to ani- 
mate the irrefolute; to confirm the 
wavering ; and to draw from his 
lurking hole, the fkulking neutral, 
who leaving to others the heat and 
and burden of the day, means in the 
final refult to reap the fruits of that 
victory, for which he wilj not con- 
tend. Let us be peculiarly affiduous 
in bringing to condign punifhment, 
thofe deteftable parricides who have 
been openly a&ive againfl their na- 
tive country. And may we, in all 
our deliberations and proceedings, be 
influenced and directed by the great 
arbiter of the fate of nations, by 
whom empires rife and fall, and who 
will not always fufFer the /centre of 
the wicked to reft on the lot cf the 
righteous, but in due time avenge an 
injured people on their unfeeling 



Oppressor, and hh bloody inftru- 
ments. 

WILLIAM LIVINGSTONE, 

Haddgrjield, Feb* 25, 1777. 



^Tranjlation of a Memorial prefented by 
Sir Jofepb Yorke to the States Ge~ 
peral 9 on the twenty frjl day of Fe» 
ftruary, j 777,' 

€( Since the commencement of the 
unnatural rebellion, which has broke 
out in the Englifh colonies againit the 
legal conlHtution of the ' Mother 
Country, the underfigned AmbafTa- 
dor Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the King of Great Britain, 
has had frequent occafions to addrefs 
himfelf to your .High MightinefTes, 
in the name of his Matter, to engage 
them by all motives of national inte- 
reft, of good neighbourhood, of 
friendfhip, and finally of treaties, to 
put a ftop to the clandefline commerce 
which is carried on between their 
fubjecls and the rebels. Ifthemea- 
fures which your High MightinefTes 
have thought proper to take had been 
as efficacious as your aflurances have 
been amicable, the underfigned would 
not now have been under the dif- 
agreeable neceflity of bringing to the 
cognizance of your High Mighti- 
nefTes, fafts of the moft fenous nature. 
<c The King hath hitherto borne, 
with unexampled patience, the irre- 
gular conduct of your fubjeclsin their 
interefled commerce at St. Euflatia, 
as alfo in America, His Majefty has 
always flattered himfelf, that in giv- 
ing time to your High Mightinefle$ 
to examine to the bottom this con- 
duel, fo irregular and fo infufFerable, 
they would have taken meafures ne- 
ceffary toreprefs the abufe, to reftrain 
their fubjeds within bounds, and to 
make them refpedl the rights an4 
friendfhip of Great-Britain. 

" The complaints whiclr I have or- 
ders to make to their High Mighti- 
nefTes, are founded upon authentic do-* 
cuments annexed to this Memorial, 
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■where their High Mightinefles will 
fee with aftoniihment, and I doubt 
not at the fame time with difpleafure, 
that their new Governor, 'M. Van 
Graaf, after having permitted an il- 
licit commerce at St. Euftatia, hath 
patted his forgetfulnefs of his duty to 
the point of conniving at the Ameri 
cans in their hoftile equipments, and 
the permitting the feizureofan Eng- 
liih veflel, by an American pirate, 
within cannon fhot of that ifland. 
And in aggravation to the affront 
given to the Englilh nation, and to 
all the powers of Europe, to return 
from the fortrefs of his government 
the falute of a rebel Hag. In re- 
turn to the amicable reprefentations 
made by die prefident of the neigh- 
bouring ifland of St. Chriftopher, 
on thefe facts of notoriety, M. Van 
Graaf has anfwered in a manner the 
moft vague and unfatis factory, re- 
. fuiing to enter at all into the fubjeS, 
or into an explanation of the matter 
with a Member of his Majefty's Coun- 
cil of St. Chriilopher's, difpatched 
_ by the Prefident for that purpofe to 
"~St. Euftatia. "* 

" After exhibiting the documents 
annexed, nothing remains with me but 
to add, that the King who had read 
them, not with lefs furprize than in- 
dignation, hath ordered me to ex- 
pressly demand of your High Migh- 
.tinefles, a formal difavowal of the 
falute by Fort Orange, at St. Eu- 
itatia, to the rebel flip, the difmif- 
fion and immediate recall of Gover- 
nor Van Graaf, and to declare fur- 
ther, on the part of his Majefty, that 
until that fatis fa&ion is given, they 
are not to expect that his Majefty 
will fufter himfelf to be amufed by 
jnere aflurances, or that he will de* 
Jay one inftant to s take fuch mea* 



fures a$ he fhall think due to the in* 
terefts and dignity of his Crown. 

(Signed) JOS. YORKE. 
Given at the Hague, Feb. 21,1777/* 

Copy of a memorial delivered under tbe 
orders pf tbe States Genera/, to tbt 
K* n g rf Great Britain, by tbe En* 
<uoy Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary from tbtir Higb Mirbtine/Tes \ 

SIRE, 
'* It is with the moil profound re- 
fpe£t, that the under-figned Envoy 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
their High Mightineffes, in confe- 
quence of the orders which he hath 
received, hath the honour to repre- 
fent to your Majefty, that the memo- 
rial which your Ambaflador hath pre- 
fented to their High Mightinefles 
on the 21ft of laft month, hath 
touched them very ienfibly ; and 
that they find themfelves obliged to 
make complaint of the reproaches 
which are contained in it, as if their 
High Mightinefles were to be fat- 
pected of a will and intention of 
amufing your Majefty by amicable 
afliirances, which' they have faliified 
by tlieir acts ; alfo of the menacing 
tone which reigns in that memorial, 
and appears to their High Mighti- 
nefles too highly ftrained, beyond 
that which is the accorded and ac- 
cuftomed manner, and that ought to 
take place between two fovereign and 
independent powers, and efpecially 
between two neighbouring powers, 
which have been of fo irnny years 
continuance, united by the ties of 
good harmony and mutual friendship* 
" Their High Mightinefles truft 
that on all occaiions, and particularly 
in refpect to the unfortunate trouble* 
of your Majefty's colonies in Ame- 
rica, they have held a conduct towards 



* This is theanfWer to his Majerty's complaints made, t» the States in the preceding me* 
mortal. Dlfdaining the fpirit and marwerof the complaint, they pafTed by tbe Ambaffador 
(Sirjofeph Yorke),and alfo the Secretary of State (Lord SuftbU), and commanded their Mi- 
nifter at London to addrefs hirafelf direftly to the King, and to deliver their anfwer into hii 
fwa hands. 

your 
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your Majefty, which has been ex- 
pected from a good neighbour, and a 
fcicndly and affectionate power. 

" Their High Mightinefles, Sire, 
liold your Majefty's friendfhip'in the 
Kigheft eftimation, and wilh to do 
every thing in their power (as far as 
tke honour and dignity of their (late 
will permit them to go) to cultivate 
itftill more and more ; but they can- 
not at the fame time fo far reftrain 
themfelves, as to difguife the very 
poignant fenfation, with which that 
memorial hath imprcfled them. 

" It is alone from the motive of de- 
monftrating to your Majefty every 
poflible regard, and to prove that 
their High Mightinefles will not neg- 
lect any thing, which may ferve to 
inveftigate properly the truth of the 
&&s, from whence the complaints 
made to them feem to have arifen, 
that they have refolved to inftitute 
an enquiry in a manner the moft 
fanamary, and cut off all trainings of 
«iday- 

" To this end their High Mighti- 
wfles r pafling by the ordinary and 
nfual form in like cafes, requiring a 
report in writing from their officers 
and others employed in their colo- 
nies, have already difpatched their 
©rders to the Commandant of St. Eu- 
fctia, to render himfelf within the 
Republic without delay, and as foon 
as poflible, to give the neceflary in- 
formation of all that has pafled with- 
in the ifland of St. Enftatia, and 
that which hath come to his know- 
ledge relative to the American Co- 
lonies and their veflelsv during the 
period of his- command, and to lay 
lis conduct, touching that matter, 
before the eyes of their High Migh- 
tinefles- 

" The under- figned is charged by 
his orders to bring the information of 
this refolution to your Majefty, as 
*ffo that their High Mightinefles 
make no difficulty of difavowing, in 
the moft exprefs manner, every act 
or mark of honour which may have 
been given by their officers, or by 
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any of their fervants, to the veflelj 
of your Majefty's colonies of North- 
America, or that they may give here- 
after, fo far as thofe ac"ls or marks 
of honour may be of fuch a nature, 
as that any can conclude from them 
that it is intended thereby, in the 
leaft degree, to recognize the inde-. 
pendence of thofe colonies. 

*' The under-figned is alfo further 
charged to inform your Majefty, 
that their High Mightinefles have, 
in confequence, given their orders to 
their Governors and Councils in the 
Weft-Indies, and have enjoined them 
afrefh, in the ftrongeft terms, to ob- 
(erve exactly the placards and orders 
againft the exportation of military 
ftores to the American colonies of your 
Majefty, and to fee them executed 
moft rigoroufly. 

(Signed) WELDEREN." 

Dated London, March 26, 1777. 
Copy of a letter from Lord Suffolk t& 

the Count de Welderen* the Dutch 

Minifter at London > dated the \Qtb 

of April, 1777, 

St. James's, April io t 1777. 

* c The King having taken cogniz- 
ance of the memorial you addrefted to 
his Majefty on the 26th nit. in confe- 
quence of the orders you have received 
from their High Mightinefles, orders 
me to aflure you, that his Majefty ac- 
cepts it with fatisfa&ion — at the fame 
time that he cannot perceive that the 
memorial prefented by his Ambafla- 
dor to the States General of the 
United Provinces, the 21ft of Febru- 
ary, contained any thing contrary to 
what ought to take place between fo- 
vereigns and independent powers in 
the weighty circumftances in queftion. 

*' His Majefty was the more fenfibly 
affected with the affair which confti- 
tuted the principal fubject of the com- 
plaint, becaufe it was occasioned by 
the indecent proceedings of a Gover- 
nor in the Service of a neighbour,, 
who has been united for fo long a 
time with his Majefty by the bandsof 
good harmony and mutual affection. 

" His Majefty has heard with plea- 

fure, 
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High MightinefTes ated in the borough of Plymouth hi 



fure, that their 

have fulfilled his expectation ; that 
they have recalled their Governor ; 
that the infult is difavowed, and that 
orders are difpatched to the governors 
and commanders of the colonies of 
their High MightinefTes in the Weft- 
Indies, to obferve ftriftly the placarts 
and orders againft the exportation of 
military ftores to his Majefty's colo- 
nies in America, a&ually in rebel- 
lion ; and being perfuaded that their 
High Mightinefles will watch over 
the punctual execution of their ordi- 
nances, with pleafure puts an end to 
all caufe of vexation that the con fe- 
quences of the oftenfive conduct of 
the Governor of St, Euftatia may 
have given them. 

I have the honour to be, 
(Signed) SUFFOLK." 



Bruffehy April iS. An ordinance 
has been published here, for prolong- 
ing, during the term of one year, the 
ordinance of the 27thof April, 1776, 
prohibiting the fupplying the Britifh 
colonies in America with warlike 
Stores. Gazette, 

Paris , April 2 1 • His Imperial Ma- 
jefty arrived here on Friday laftin the 
evening, under the title of Count 
Falkenftein. Ibid. 

St* James's* April 26. In pur- 
fuance of an Aft of Parliament made 
in the prefent year of his Majefty's 
reign, intitled, " An Aft to im- 
*' power his Majefty to fecure and 
*' detain perfons charged with or fuf- 
*• pefted of the crime of high trea- 
** fon committed in any of his Ma~ 
*' jefty's colonies or plantations in 
** America, or on the high feas, or 
"the crime of piracy;" the King 
has been pleafed, by warrants under 
his Royal fign manual, to appoint a 
certain mefTuage or building called 
Forton, on the Gofport fide of Portf- 
mouth harbour, in the parim of Al- 
verftoke in the county of Southamp- 
ton, and alfo a certain mefTuage or 
building called Old Mill Prifon, fitu- 



the county of Devon, to be places of 
confinement for fuch prifoners. Ibid* 

London, April 23. The Lexington, 
an Americas floop of war, Captaia 
Johnfon, arrived a few days fince at 
Bourdeaux in France, with difoatche* 
from Baltimore in Maryland. She 
left it the beginning of March, aad 
on her paflage took two prizes ; one 
an empty tranfport, which fhe burnt 
at fea, and the other ihe carried to 
Bourdeaux. Part of her advices are, 
that there had been an infurreftion vx 
favour of Government on the Eallern 
fhore of Maryland : about 500 per- 
fons appeared in arms, but they were 
immediately difperfed by a Continen- 
tal Virginia regiment, their leader* 
imprifoned, and the reft implored and 
received mercy. That Lord and Ge- 
neral Howe, had in the month of Fe- 
bruary, attempted to open a negocia- 
tion with the Congrefs, through Ge- 
neral Lee, who wrote a letter to them 
for that purpofe, but the propofal was 
rejeftcd with difdain, the Congreli 
declaring, ** They 'would treat with 
no power on earth* which did mt firfl 
acknowledge their indt pendency** That 
all the colonies had fully compleated 
their levies, and the troops were 
marching from all quarters to join 
General Waihington's army. That 
it was expefted General'Howe would 
attempt, early in the Spring, before 
(he fnppofed) Waihington's army- 
would be compleated, to march re- 
wards Philadelphia, and that he 
might make fome progrefs that way. 
But this was rather hoped than feared, 
it being evident, from the fuperior 
ftrength of General Wafhington, that 
General Howe could eafily be flopped 
on his march, and his retreat rendered 
almolt impoflible. 

* 
The following are extracts of a g< - 
nuine letter from Nantz, in France ; 
received in London, April 23. 
" An exprefs packet is juit arrived 

herej 
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litre, which failed from Baltimore, 
about the middle of February. She 
brings an account, that the beating 
up of the cantonments of the Bri- 
tUh troops in Jerfey, brought on fe- 
veral fkirmifhes, in which the regu- 
lars loft fince the 26th of Decem- 
ber, upwards of 2000 men, killed, 
wounded, and taken prifoners, 12 
brafs field pieces, almofl the entire 
baggage of two brigades, feveral pairs 
of colours, ammunition waggons, 
drums, &c. that there was no cor- 
diality between the Engliftiand Hef- 
iian Generals, the latter of whom 
were much diflatisfied, and many of 
the Heflians had, and were daily de- 
ferring to the American army ; that 
General Wafhington was drawing 
lines round the Britifh army in the 
Jerfeys, and had reduced it to very 
great diftrefs, and made the commu- 
nication with the fhips extremely dif- 
ficult and hazardous ; that the Con- 
grefs had refolved to augment their 
army to 1 10'battalions (82,560 men) 
and which they expecled would be 
ready to take the field early in the 
fpring, all their former levies being 
nearly compleated, the people having 
been flimulated to* enter through the 
great diforders which the Britiih, as 
-well as the Helfians, had committed 
in the Jerfeys, many authentic cafes 
of rapes, murders, and other bruta- 
lities, having been publifhed, which 
had excited the greateft rage ; that 
the late fuccefles had quite altered 
the face of affairs; and that the ar- 
rangements throughout all the pro- 
vinces were carried on with confi- 
dence and the greateft harmony. 
About 10,000 men were afTembled at 
Ryse in Conne&iqut, and prepara- 
tions made to receive the troops from 
Rhode Ifland, had they attempted to 
land. Many valuable captures had 
been made Uy- the- American priva- 
teers, among others a veftel with 
1 2 ,000 fuits of cloathing, and 4000 
ftand of arms. 

" The laft letters from the Weil- 



Indies mention, tnat an American* 
veflel, under French col6urs, from 
Maryland and Martinico, had been 
taken and carried into Dominica* 
The French Governor was fo much 
exafperated at this ftep, that he im- 
mediately gave orders to feize every 
Englifh veffel within his power. Six 
were feized at Martinico, their fails 
taken away, and their rudders un-^ 
hung. An aid-de-camp, and an in- 
terpreter, were gone from Dominica 
to Martinique on this bufmefs. 

i( The prizes which the American 
frigates now here (Nantz) have taken y 
have been fold in the Bay of Quibe- 
ron, which has foreign privileges, 
and which makes it feem, that 
Government is not acquainted with 
what pafles ; for as L'Orient is a 
King's port, the Commiflary of Ma- 
rine was not willing to permit the 
the fale there, and he has fince re- 
ceived an order from Court, to cauie 
the frigate and her prizes to quit the 
port, which had been executed in 
form only, as the American frigate is- 
now actually careening in our port 
(Nantz) and two of her prizes, with 
wine and fifh, discharged here." 

The American Plenipotentiaries at 
Paris (fo they are ftiled in France) 
have taken up their refidence at the 
houfe kept by a relation of M. de 
Maurepas, the Minifter, who when he 
vifits his relation, which he does fre- 
quently, fails- not to vifit his lodgers 
alfo. 



Other intelligence brought from 
America to France, is> 

In South-Carolina every thing per- 
fectly quiet ; trade in a very flourish- 
ing way ; manufactures of cloaths, 
&c. making for the Negroes with 
great rapidity ; fome planters had al- 
ready made more than fufficient for 
themfelves. In Charles Town har- 
bour, above thirty fail of foreign vef- 
fels. Had four privateers at fea,* 
which had taken feveral prizes. 
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Every thing perfectly quiet in Vir- 
ginia and Maryland. The little mu- 
tiny in Maryland entirely put an end 
to, arid the chiefs confined in prifon. 

The Congrefs at Philadelphia. 

On the 14th of March, General 
Waihington's army at Morris Town 
confifted of fourteen thoufand men, 
effective. 

By the middle of May, the Con- 
grefs expected the Continental army 
to be entirely completed. 

About one hundred and twenty 
additional privateers, from the dif- 
ferent ports in America, were to be 
ready for fea by the middle of April. 

Eleven thoufand men, well ac- 
coutred, under the command of Ge- 
neral Arnold, were near Providence. 
—This circumftance prevented Lord 
Percy's fending to New-Yerk the re- 
mainder of the light infantry, which 
General Howe had wrote for. Lord 
Percy's anfwer, in fubflance, was this, 
" That if ordered, he muft obey; 
but thought it his duty to reprefent 
liis fituation firft, that the enemy 
having collected a large force in his 
neighbourhood, &c. &c. fuch dimi- 
nution of the troops under his com- 
mand, would greatly endanger the 
public fervice, in that quarter." 

The fact refpecting Lord Percy 
is ftated to be as follows : 

After the affair at Trenton, Gene- 
ral Howe wrote to Lord Percy for a 
fecond reinforcement of 1500 men. 
Lord Percy did not immediately com 
ply with this order; but returned for 
anfwer, that the enemy were col- 
lecting a large force near Providence, 
of which circumftance he fuppofed 
General Howe unacquainted, that he 
thought it his duty to reprefent this 
matter, and to add, that he appre- 
hended it would be dangerous to the 
fervice in that part, to fend away fo 
large a corps. 

General Howe replied, that Lord 
Percy knew the couic^uence of dif- 
obedience of orders, that he would 
be tried by a Court Martial^ and 



would certainly be broke; that he 
(General Howe, was inclined to fhew 
his Lordfhip all the indulgence that 
his ferviccs defcrved, at the fame time 
he infifted upon his orders being 
punctually obeyed. 

The troops were fent. 

Lord Percy wrote an account of 
the whole affair, and fent it (by the 
the laft veffel from Rhode-Ifland) to 
his father, the Duke of Northum- 
berland ; at the fame time befeeching 
his Grace, to lay him with all humi- 
lity at his Majefty's feet, and to Soli- 
cit his immediate recal. 

The Duke complied with his fon's 
requefl. The King was greatly fur- 
prifed. Lord George Germaine was 
lent for, his Lordfhip was furprifed 
alfo, not having had the leaft infor- 
mation of fuch difference. 



Philadelphia, February 6, 1 777. 

Laft Friday the following gentle- 
men were elected at the Statehoufe, 
viz. Thomas Wharton, jun. Coun- 
fellor, and Col. Bull, Col. Moor, 
Major Lollar, and Col. Coats, Mem- 
bers of Affembly for the county of 
Philadelphia. 

The Hon. John M'Kinley, Efq, 
is appointed Governor and Com- 
mander in Chief of the Delaware 
State. 

When Governor Trumbull of Con- 
necticut recommended it to the houf- 
holders in that State, who are not 
obliged to do military duty, to form 
themfelves into companies, choofe 
their own officers, and equip them- 
felves for the defence of thefe States, 
a number of aged gentlemen in the 
firft fociety in the town of Warter- 
bury, embodied themfelves, and no- 
minated their own officers, who were 
honoured with commiflions, and when 
the regiment of militia to which they 
belong were ordered to New- York, 
agreeable to a late refolve of General 
Affembly, this company was the firft : 
in the regiment that marched and 
rpached the place of rendezvous : it 

N » 
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Is now at this place, and confifts of 
twenty-four men, their ages, added 
together, are a thoufand years ; they 
are all married men, and when they 
tame from home, left behind them 
their wives, with a hundred and forty* 
nine children and grand- children. One 
of them is fifty-eight years of age, 
lias had nineteen children* and twelve 
grand-children ; fourteen of his own 
children are now living. — A worthy 
Example of patriotifm — let others go 
and do likewife. 

Extrael of a letter from an Officer of 
, Diflin8icn 9 dated at Chatham, be- 
tween Morris>Tcwn, end Elizabeth' 
To-ivn, Nt<W'Jerfey> Feb. 3, 1777. 
** We have hemmed the enemy 
in, and begin to pinch them. On 
the 23d ult. we trimmed two regi- 
ments near to Woodbridge, killed 
30 privates, and feveral officers. Had 
Col. Buckner, who commanded, be- 
haved well, we mould have deftroyed 
one regiment. He is now under an 
arreft. We loft no men that day. 

" On the 1 ft inft. 3000 of the ene- 
my, under command of Sir William 
Erfkine, came out of Brunfwick to 
forage. They had eight pieces of 
Cannon. Several of our fcouting 
parties joined, to the amount of 600 
men, under the command of Col. 
§cot, of the 5th Virginia regiment. 
A difpofition was made to attack the 
enemy. Col- Scot, with 90 Virgi- 
nians on theright> attacked 200 Bri- 
tish grenadiers, and drove them to 
their cannon. The other parties not 
niarching {q brifkly up to the attack, 
the Colonel was engaged ten minutes 
by himfelf, and 300 rrefh men being 
f?nt againft him* was obliged to give 
way, and formed again within 300 
yards of the enemy. By this time, 
two other divifions had got up with 
the enemy ; but fuperior nunibers at 
laft prevailed. Our troops retreated 
aboutaqiiarterof amile, formedagain 
and looked the enemy in the face until 



they retreated. The enemy had 36 
killed, that the country people faw, 
and upwards of 100 wounded; Wt 
have loft 3 officers,- and 12 privates kil- 
led, and about as many wounded. Lieut. 
Gregory, from Elizabeth City Coun- 
ty, Virginia, a brave officer, and 
Adjutant Kelly, of the 5th 1 Virginia 
regiment, one of the brave ft men in 
the army ; he was carried off the field 
with a flefh wound only, and 5 more 
Virginians ; but the enemy coming 
on that ground, murdered them, by 
beating out thtir brains, with a bar- 
barity exceeding that of the J lavages ." 

Extrael of a letter from General PUT- 
NAM, to the Council of Safety of 
Pennsylvania, received at Philadel- 
phia by expre/s, dated at Prince* 
Town, Feb. 18, 1 777- 
" Yefterday evening Coh Nel 
fon, with 150 men, at Lawrence' 
Neck, attacked 60 men of Cort- 
land Skinner's brigade, commanded 
by the enemy's renowned Land Pilot, 
Major Richard Stockton — routed 
them,- and took the whole prifoners 
—among them the Major, a Captain, 
and three fubalterns, with 70 ftand of 
arms. Fifty of the Bedford Penn- 
fylvania riflemen behaved like ve- 
teran?." 

The following are promoted to 
die rank of Majors General in the 
army of the United States — Lord 
Sterling, Thomas Mifflin, Arthur St, 
Clair, Adam Stephen, and Benjamin 
Lincoln, Efqrs. 

Col. Enoch Poor, CoL Glover, 
Col. Patterfon, Colonel Anthony 
Wayne, Col. James Mitchel Var- 
num, Col. John Phillip Dehaas, CoL 
George Weedon, Col. Muhlenburg, 
Col. John Cadwallader, and CoL 
William Woodford, are alfo pro- 
moted to the rank of Brigadiers Ge- 
neral; 

ExtraS of a letter from Prince-To<wn x 
March 5. 
" On the 36th ult, a party of our 
troops 
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troops took pofleffion of an advan- 
tageous piece of ground, on the fouth 
fide of the Rariton, near Brunfwick ; 
upon which, they, that night, erected 
a battery of fix 32 pounders. The 
firft notice Lord Comwallis, and the 
ftarving army in Brunfwick, had of 
it, was on the 27th in the morning, 
when the battery fired upon a num- 
ber of boats coming from Amboy 
with provifions. Four or five of the 
boats werefunk, and the reft driven 
back to Amboy, who from thence 
carried the account to New-York. 
Upon which General Howe came 
himfelf into Jerfey, and tried to open 
the communication with Brunfwick, 
for all communication with Brunf- 
wick, except by the Rariton, was 
cut ofFfome time before, and remains 
fo ftill. He failed in his attempt, 
and narrowly efcaped being killed, 
or made prifoner. Brunfwick con- 
tinues blockaded on every fide ; and 
the army and inhabitants are in the 
greateft diftrefs for provifions. Even 
at New-York, beef is is. 2d. per 
pound, and mutton is 2s. 7d. The 
Heffians are very fickly. General 
Waihington's army is full 20,000 
men, and more are daily coming in." 

New-fork, March \J. 
By his Excellency Sir William 

Howe, 
Knight of the moll Honourable Or- 
der of the Bath, one of his Ma- 
jefty's Commiflioners for reftoring 
peace to the colonies, General and 
Commander in Chief of all his 
Majefty's forces within the colonies 
lying on the Atlantic Ocean, from 
Nova Scotia to Weft Florida inclu- 
five, &c. &c. 

PROCLAMATION. 
" Whereas it has been reprefented 
to- me that many of his Majefty's 
European and American fubje&s are 
compelled by force, or otherwise in- 
duced, to bear arms in oppofition to 
the re-eftablifhment of the constitu- 
tional authority of government in 



America, and are difcouraged frora 
returning to their allegiance by ilf 
founded doubts of the reception fuch 
tender of their duty may meet with : 
I therefore declare, and do hereby 
promife and engage, That all per- 
fons bearing arms as aforefaid, who 
fhall furrender themfelves to any of- 
ficer commanding any part of his 
Majefty's *forccs, on or before the 
firft day of May next, fhall be enti- 
tled to pardon for all ofiences hereto- 
fore committed againft his crown and 
dignity, and their eftates and eftecls 
be fecured from feizure, forfeiture, 
or confifcation.— That every non- 
commiffioned officer and private man 
who fhall come in with his arms, mall 
alfo receive the fail value for them. — 
That the American born fubje&s 
fhall be permitted to enter into any 
of the Provincial corps in his Ma- 
jefty's fervice, or to return home as 
they think fit. — And that the Britifh 
and Irifh born fubjects fhall either be 
taken into his Majefty's fervice, or 
conveyed to the place of theirnativity, 
at their own option. , 

* * Given u nder my hand , at Head 
Quarters in New- York, the 
15th day of March, 1777. 
W. HOW E." 
By his Excellency's command, 
Robert M'Xenzie, Sec. 

Whitehall, March 20. 
Extraclcf a letter from tht Honour ahh 

General Sir tVdliam Howe to Lord 

George Germain, dated New-York % 

Feb. 12, 1777. 

The difpofition of the troops in 
this quarter having undergone little 
alteration fince my laft difpatch, I 
have only to advife your Lordfhip of 
the return of a brigade of Britifh, 
and fome companies of Grenadiers 
and Light Infantry, from Rhode 
Jfland, to ftrengthen Lord Cornwal- 
l's corps in Jerfey, in order to en- 
able his Lordfhip, with more fecurity 
to the pofts of Brunfwick and Am- 
boy, to make a movement, when the 
N 2 weather 
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^weather proves favourable, againft 
the enemy Hill remaining at Morris- 
Town. 

Lieutenant- General Clinton being 
gone to England, Lord Percy has 
fucceeded to the command at Rhode- 
Ifland, and has with him Major-Ge- 
nera] Prefcot, one troop of the 17th 
Light Dragoons, one brigade of Bri^ 
tifh, and two of Heilians. 

His Excellency Governor Trycn 
has offered his fervice in the com- 
mand of a corps of Provincials for the 
enfuing campaign, and prefuming 
this meafure will be approved by his 
Majefty, I mall endeavour to place 
fuch a corps under his command as 
may be of efiential fervice in the pro- 
secution of the war. 

Major-General Robertfonj who 
'will have the honour to deliver this 
difpatch, can give your Lordihip the 
beft information refpecting the pre- 
fent ftate of this country. 

Major-General Robertfon, who 
left Nevy-York the i8th of February, 
and by whom the letter, of which 
the above is an extract, has been 
received, gives an account of feveral 
advantages gained by parties com- 
pofed of Britiih and Heffian troops, 
employed in efcorting convoys in the 
Jerfeys, over large bodies of the re- 
bels, by which they had been attack- 
ed : ' particularly that a party of the 
42d, which was efcorting fome forage 
waggons from Brunfwick, having 
been attacked by a great number of 
the rebels, Sir William Erfkine 
inarched cut with a detachment to 
their relief, and taking a pofition 
which placed the rebels between two 
fires, obliged them to retreat in 
great confufion, leaving between 
three and four hundred dead upon 
the fpot. 

That a considerable number of the 
rebels having appeared on the heights 
above the Light-Koufe at Sandy 
Hook, Major Gordon, with 200 
men, landed behind them, attacked 
and defeated them, killing feveral, 



and taking 74 prifoners, which had 
occafioned the rebels to abandon all 
that part of Monmouth county. 

That the Heffian foldiers, that had 
fought their way through the rebels 
at Trenton, and come to New-York, 
had requefted General Howe to fend 
them back into the Jerfeys, that they 
might have a fhare in any fervice that 
the feafon would admit of; with 
which the General had complied, 
and they were fept back accord- 
ingly. 

, That the rebels on the Weft Chef- 
terfide, had collected all the militia 
they could draw together from the, 
New England Provinces and the 
Weftern parts " of New- York, bring- 
ing with them a number of empty 
waggons, in expectation of plunder- 
ing the inhabitants of New York 
Ifland, and had appeared before 
Fort Independence, near King's 
Bridge, which they fummoned to 
furrender ; but upon receiving fome 
cannon fhot from the place, and per- 
ceiving the difpofition making by 
General Knyphaufen, who commands 
at King's Bridge, for attacking them, 
they withdrew with their waggons, 
and difperfed. 

That General Howe propofed 
paffing over from New-York into 
the Jerfeys on the iSth of February, 
having ordered the troops which were 
returned from Rhode-Ifland to dis- 
embark at Amboy. 

That all his Majefty*s mips fit 
for fea were kept out cruizing, not- 
with Handing the rigour of the fea- 
ibn, and had taken and fent into 
New- York near two hundred fail of 
prizes. 

That although when the King's 
troops took pofleffion of the city of 
New- York, it was found almoft with- 
out inhabitants, the eagernefs of the 
people to return under his Majefty's 

fpvernment was fuch, that the nun> 
er of inhabitants on the 17 th of 
February amounted to upwards of 
11,000. That they kept conftanf 
* watchj 
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watch, and patrolcd the city night 
and day, to guard againft any fur- 
ther attempts of rebel incendiaries, 
and that their zeal and alertnefs had 
prevented any late material injury to 
. the city or ihipping from fire. 

That the Congrefs, after declar- 
ing General Wafhmgton Dictator 
of the American States for fix 
months, had withdrawn to Baltimore 
in Maryland, leaving a Committee 
at Philadelphia to af&ft him with 
their advice. 

Copy of q. letter from Governor Try on 
to Lord George Germain, 
New York, Feb. II, 1 777* 
My Lord, 

The fuccefs that accompanied my 
endeavours to unite the inhabitants 
. of this city, by an oath of allegiance 
. and fidelity to his Majefty and his 
government, has met my warmeft 
wifhes, 2970 of the inhabitants hav- 
ing qualified thereto* in my prefence. 
The Mayor, Recorder, and Alder- 
man Waddle, were employed in ad- 
miniftering the oath. 

I have the fatisfaclion to aflure 
ypur Lordfhip, as the invitation to 
the people to give this volunatry tef- 
timony of their loyalty to his Ma- 
jefty and his government was made 
even without -a fhadow of compul- 
fion, it gave me peculiar fatlsfaclion 
to fee the chearfulnefs with which 
they attended the fummons. I verily 
believe thre are not one hundred ci- 
tizens who have not availed them- 
felves of the opportunity of thus tef- 
tifying their attachment to govern- 
ment. The Mayor, fince I went 
through the feveral wards, has at- 
jefted 50 more men, (and is daily 
adding to the number) * which makes 
the w/iole fworn in the city 3020, 
which added to thofe attefted on 
Staten I/land, in the three counties 
in Long Jfland, and in Weft Chefler 
county, (all which amounted to up- 
wards of 2600) makes the whole 
amoun t to 5 600 men . 



Thus, my Lord, I have ufed my 
beft' endea^o^rj.tp:fej:uTe the-flddjcy 
of the inhaBifcarvtsof tltfs government, 
within tfibfe -diHricls. xh.o>u^t •wkich* 
the Kin^jYrp*)ps;Ka^jT^e&; -IF** 
have aflured the General that, mould 
he remove all his troops from this 
city, there would not be the leait 
rifk of a revolt from the inhabitants ; 
but, on the contrary, was confident 
large numbers would take a (hare in 
the defence of the town againft the 
rebels. 

The loyal inhabitants of Queen's 
county received the 800 ftand oiarms, 
diftributed by the General's permif- 
fion, with demon ft rations of joy, and 
with a profefled refolution to ufe 
them in defence of the iiland. 

I am anxious that fome grace from 
government may fpeedily be extended 
to this loyal quarter of the province. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 
London Gaztttt.] W. TRYON. 

$ pithead, April 18. His Majefty's 
fhip the St. Albans failed on the 16th 
initant from St. Helen's, and this 
morning the Blonde, and Porpoife, 
with their feveral convoys for Ame- 
rica, having on board the Anfpach 
troops and Hanau ChaiTeurs, and the 
Brunfvvick and Hanau recruits. Ibid* 

Spitbead, April 19. Yefterday and 
this morning arrived the Refolution 
and Royal Britain tranfports from 
Willemftadt, with Heffian and Ha- 
nan recruits, for their refpe&ive corps 
in America. Ibid. 

Spitbead, May 9. This morning 
his Majefty's fhip the Proteus, with 
the Royal Britain, Refolution, and 
Chriftian tranfports, having onboard 
the Hanau Chaflcurs, and the St. 
Stl Andrew Ordnance ftore-fhip, 
failed from hence for Quebec. Ibid. 

General Burgoyne failed from Ply- 
mouth for Quebec in the Apollo, 32 
guns, on the iecond of April. And 

General Clinton failed from Ply. 
mouth for New- York in the Liver- 
pool, 28 guns, on the 9th of May. 
Whitehall, 
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Whitehall, May }0> J777* 
Ttxtfbtf of abetter f*m *fa Hnncurable 
k?e*etal <Szf Wiflibtn *Houve to Lord 
• <Gficr£* fiftmatn, Jated^Hvw-York) 

There have not been any occur- 
rences fince my laft worthy your 
Lordfhip's notice, except the fuccefs 
of a detachment of five hundred men 
that I fent up the North River in 
tranfports on the 2 2d of March, con- 
voyed by the Brune Frigate, to de» 
fboy a confiderable depofit of provi- 
fions and ftores, which the enemy 
had made at Peek's Kill, near fifty 
miles diftantfrom New-York. Lieut, 
Colonel Bird of the 15th regiment 
commanded the party. The rebels 
Rationed there, retiring upon his ap- 
proach, he got eafy pofielfion of the 
poft. Before their retreat they fet 
iire to the principal ftore-houfes, and 
thereby rendered ufelefs the only 
wharf where it was practicable to em- 
bark the remaining ftores in conve- 
nient time, which made it expedient 
to deflroy the greater part. This was 
completely effected to the amount 
fpecified in the inclofed return ; and 
the detachment reimbarking without 
interruption, returned here the 26th. 
Return of Provijions, ftores, &c. (/or 
the uje cf the rebel army) taken and 
deftroyedby a detachment of the King's 
troops, commanded by "Lieut. Colonel 
Bird, of the l$th infantry, at Peek's 
Kill upon the North River, the 23d 
and z^th of March, 1777. 
Deftroyed and burnt by the King's 
troops: 3*0 hogiheads of rum, 150 
hogiheads of molaffcs, 800 barrels of 
fiour, 150 barrels of bifcuit, 170 bar- 
rels of pork, 30 barrels of beef, 17 
barrels of pitch and tar, 800 bufhels 
of oats, 2500 bufhels cf wheat, 800 
bufhels. of buck wheat, 12 cafks of 
coffee, 9 cafes of chocolate, 50 cafks 
of tallow, 30 chefts of candles, 15 
barrels of ialt, 200 iron pots and 
camp kettles, 500 canteens of wood 
and bowls, &c. 400 intrenching tocls, 
30 calks of nails, 150 waggons and 



carts with harnefs, 1 iron twelve 
pounder on a field carriage. 

Deflroyed and burnt by the rebels : 
100 hogiheads of rum, coo barrels of 
flour, 500 bundles of ftraw, 1 maga- 
zine of hay, 2030 bufhels of wheat, 
1 ammunition waggon loaded. 

Total: 410 hogfheadsof rum, i$o 
hogfheads of molafles, 1 300 barrels 
of Hour, 150 barrels of bifcuit, 170 
barrels of pork, 30 barrels of beef, 17 
barrels of pitch and tar, 500 bundles 
of ftraw, 1 magazine of hay, 800 
bufhels of oats, 4500 bufhels of 
wheat, 800 bufhels of buck wheat, 
1 2 cafks of coffee, 9 cafes of choco- 
late, 50 cafks of tallow, 30 chefts of 
candles, 1 $ barrels of fait, 200 iron 
pots and camp kettles, 500 canteens 
of wood and bowls, &c. 400 in- 
trenching tools, 30 calks of nails, 
150 waggons and carts with harnefs, 
1 iron twelve pounder on a carriage, 
1 ammunition waggon loaded. 

N. B. Two piles of barracks for 
1 200 men, and feven ftore-houfes 
containing the above ftores, with 
many other articles that cannot be 
juftly afcertained, were burnt; alfo 
feveral floops and petiaugers deftroy- 
ed, loaded with provifions. 

(Signed) John Bird, 

Lieutenant-Colonel 15th regiment 

of foot. 

Admiralty Office, May 10, 1777, 

Extratf 'cf a letter from Lord Vifcount 

Hvwe, Via Admiral of the White* 

and Commander in Chief of his Ma* 

jefty 9 s Jhips and vejels in North 

America, to Mr. Stephens, dated at 

New-York, the $\ft of March, 1777. 

Commodore Hotham anchored the 

19th of January in Chefepeak Bay, 

where, by his unexpected appearance, 

an opportunity offered for feizing a 

fhip laden with about 550 hogfhead* 

of tobacco intended for Nantz. He 

failed from Chefepeak Bay, on the 

nth of February, and, arriving off 

the Delaware, on the 17th, was 

forced away from that ftation by 

ftrong northerly winds, which pre-r 

vented 
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vented his return nntil the nth in- 
ftant; and an opportunity was thereby 
afforded for an armed frigate fitted 
by the rebels, with feveral trading 
veftels, to put to fea from that river. 
*The Commodore had the good for- 
tune to take an American fhip, laden 
with ammunition and military (lores 
from Nantz, after his return, and 
fent her under convoy of the Daphne 
to this port. Several other captures 
have been made by the fhips of this 
fouthern iquadron, in number from 
twenty-five to thirty, which have 
been moftly funk or otherwifc de- 
ftroyed. I have reafon, from diffe- 
rent relations, to believe, that the 
fmall fquadrons under Captain Ham- 
mond and Captain Davis have made 
as many more ; but the particulars 
not having been yet tranfmitted, 
none of thefe captures are added to 
the general lift herewith inclofed. 

The General meditating an at- 
tempt by furprize to take or deitroy a 
confiderable magazine which the re- 
bels had formed at Peek's Kill, about 
fifty miles up the North river, a 
corps of troops, commanded by Co- 
lonel Bird, embarked in four trans- 
ports ; and proceeding up the North 
river the 2zd inftant, under the con- 
duct of Captain Fergufon, in the 
Brune, with the Dependence, and 
another galley, fitted for the occa- 
fron ; the enemy, upon the Sudden 
dtfeovery and approach of the arma- 
ment next day, fet fire to a part of 
their magazines and barracks, before 
they retreated. The troops, after 
they landed, did the fame to the reft ; 
whereby this plentiful depofit of pro- 
vifions, flores, and other necefiarics 
of various kinds, was totally deftroy- 
ed, with no other lofs than two fea- 
men, who were mifling when the 
troops re-embarked the Succeeding 
day- / orJon Gazette. 

Eagle^ *>JjT Nfw-Ysrkt frLircb 3 1, 1 777. 

Liftof vcilels' Seized as prizes, and 
of re-captures made, by the Ameri- 
can Squadron, between the icth of 



March and the 31ft of December, 
1776, according to the returns re- 
ceived b/ the Vice Admiral, the 
Vifcount Howe. « 

prizes/ 

Taken by the Orpheus, 
Ranger, David Wran, mailer, from 
Nantucket, Fiftiing, in ballaft. A 
floop from the Weft-Indies, driven 
on lhore, and burnt. Betfy, Tho- 
mas Willy, mafter, from Philadel- 
phia to the Weft-Indies, laden with 
flour, driven on lhore and blown up. 
" ■■ from the Weft-Indies, 

with ammunition, merchandize, Sec. 
Fidelity, William Willis, mafter, 
from Philadelphia to the Weft-Indies, 
with flour. Polly, Philip Lacy, maf- 
ter, belonging to the Congrefs, from 
Philadelphia to France, with oil, 
flour, and Spermaceti candles. Peggy, 
Thomas Patten, mafter, belonging to 
the Congrefs, from Philadelphia to 
the Weft-Indies, with flour. Martin, 
James Neal, mafter, from Philadel- 
phia to the Weil-Indies, with flour, 
Sarah and Elizabeth. John Connor, 
mafter, from Philadelphia to the Weft- 
Indies, with flour. Fancy, Jofeph 
Titco nb, mafter, from Philadelphia to 
New-England, v/ith flour. Delaware, 
James ?vl'Knight, mafter, from Phi- 
ladelphia to the Wcit-InJies, with 
flour. Endeavour, A. Bartlet, mailer, 
from Philadelphia to the Weft-Indies, 
with Hour. Mar/ Ann, Guil, dc 
Grave, mafter, from Philadelphia to 
the Weft -In dies, with P. our. DiS- 
patch, Peter Paricer, inaftjr, belong] 
ing to the Congrefs, from Philadel- 
phia to France, with Hour. 

By the Orpheus and Daphne. 
Two Brothers, James Giiberc, ma£ 
tcr, Mayne and Co. owners, from 
Philadelphia to St, Euftatia, with 
bread, flour, and Spermaceti candles. 
Colonel Parry, Wm. Gamble, mafter, 
Learning and co. owners, from Phi- 
ladelphia to South Carolina, with 
Hour, &-c. Fanny, Don M'Kay, 
mailer, Wm. Bell, owner, from St. 

Euftatia 
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Euftatia to Philadelphia,- with ofna- 
burgs, linen, rum, molafles, &c. 
Schylkill, Benjamin Camby, mafler, 
Harbutfon and co. owners, from Phi- 
ladelphia to Cape Nichola Mole, 
with flour and bread. Greenwich 
Packet, James Glafcow, mailer, 
James Young, owner, from Philadel- 
phia to Winyew, Carolina, with 
rum, flour, and porter. Nancy, 
James Kinney, mailer, David Bevin, 
owner, from Martinico to Philadel- 
phia, with bale and cafe goods, me- 
dicines; and claret. Samuel, John 
Hutchins, Mailer, Skinner and co. 
owners, from Bourdeaux to New- 
York, with faltpetre, fulphur, fait, 
canvafs, and coarie linen. St. Patrick, 
Frederick Lyhme, mailer, Jof. Car- 
fun, owner, from St. Euftatia to 
Philadelphia, with dry goods. The 
cargo taken out. Royal Scob, Eber 
Merrick, mafler, S. C. Merrick,' 
owner, from Cape Nichola Mole to 
Rhode Ifland, with molafles. Tho- 
mas, Robert Standley, mafler, T. 
Stephens, owner, from Beverly to 
Baltimore, with fugar and rum. Re- 
fource, Raymond Lafon, mafler, Vi- 
dau and co. owners, from Philadel- 
phia to Portau Prince, with flour and 
lumber. 
By the Orpheus and King's Fifher. 

Adrian, from Philadelphia to 
France, with tobacco, flour, bread, 
and flaves. 

By the Perfeus. 

Viper, B. Worn well, mafler, Mar- 
tin and co. owners, from Boflon, on 
a cruize ; fitted as a privateer. Bet- 
fey, Alexander Wilfcn mafler, John 
Pain, owner, from Boflon to Bour- 
deaux, with dye-wood, pot-afh, &c. 
Roby, William Howland, mafler, J. 
Howlandand co. owners, from Dart- 
mouth, New-England, to Surinam, 
with fifh, horfes, fpermaceti candles, 
and leaves. Adventure, Job Prince, 
mafler, Prince and co. owners, from 
Boflon to Hifpaniola, with fifh, 
flaves, fpermaceti candles and pine 
plank. Iiuwke, S. Williams, mafler. 



RufTel and co. owners, from Hifpa- 
niola to Rhode-Ifland. Harlequin* 
Nathaniel Phillips^ mafler, Jer. In- 
gram, owner, from Hifpaniola to 
Rhode-Ifland, both with molafles, 
had been taken by the William and 
Mary tranfport. Seahorfe, Thomas 
Coffin mailer, Marfhall and co* 
owners, from Turk's Ifland to Mar- 
tha's vineyard, with fait. 
By the Solebay. 
Hope, from Egg Harbour to Su- 
- rinam, with flour, tar, pitch and lum- 
ber. Nancy, from North Carolina 
to St. Euftatia; Peggy, from ditto to 
ditto ; both with tobacco, tar, tur- 
pentine and lumber. 
By the Cerberus, and Jblps flattened 
with her, ^"Block Ifland. 
Lyon, M. Barlow, belonging to 
the Congrefs, bound from Cape 
Francois to Dartmouth, with pow- 
der, arms, fait and molafles. Polly, 
Robert Croiby, mafler, — Franklin 
owner, from New-York to Damaraza, 
with flour and lumber. Leviathan, 
B. Woodcock mafler, B. Woodcock, 
owner, from Milford to St. Croix, 
with lumber. Betfey, J. Arthur 
mafler, — Shaw, owner, from New 
London to Cape Francois, with flour, 
fifh, &c. Annabella, William Cook 
mafler, William Cook, owner, from 
Amboy to St. Croix, with flour, fifh, 
and lumber. Elizabeth, Jofeph Lip- 
pet, mafler, John Brown owner, from 
St. f Euftatia to Providence, with 
powder, arms and linen. Hawke, 
John Clarkfon, mafler, from New- 
berry to Surinam, with flour, beef, 
pork and fifh. William, John Tucker, 
mafler, from St. Euftatia to Salem, 
with wine, rum and linen. Catherine, 
the people took the boat and left her. 
Mercury, George Bunker, mailer, 
from the coaft of Brazil to Nantucket, 
with oil. Mermaid, Jof. Coffin, maf- 
ter, from ditto to ditto, with oil, put 
on board the Mercury. Betfey and 
Polly, — Hilton, mafler, ■ 

Hilton, owner, from New- York ta 
Sandy kook, with provifions for Go-' 

vernor 
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vernor Tryom Run oh fliore, a fliip 
from the Weft-Indies, prize to the 
Andrew Doria privateer. Felicite, 
— Gouace, mailer, from Rhode- 
Ifland to Cape Francois, with filh, 
flou*, and fpermaceti candles. Suc- 
cefs, E. Hathaway, mailer, J* Otis, 
owner, from Cape Francois to Dart- 
mouth, with molafles. Jofeph, Elias 
Coffin, mafter, from Cape Francois to 
Nantucket, with molafles. Batchelor, 
— — Shaw, owner, (thepeople took 
the boat, and left the veflel off Mon- 
tock point) with molafles. Succefs, 
J. Coffin mafter, Jackfon and co. 
owners, from Cape Nicola to New- 
berry, with molafles. Betfey Vaflal, 
E. Bacon, mafter, Solomon Davis, 
owner, from Cape Francois to Barn- 
ftable, with molafles. 

By tbt Unicorn* ' 

Katy, Edward Dillingham, mailer, 
N. Green, owner, from Rhode-Iliand 
to Curacoa, with flour, tobacco, and 
fpermaceti candles. Dolphin, John 
Campbel, mailer, J. Campbel, owner, 
from Falmouth to Hifpaniola, with 
filh and lumber. Lively, John Par- 
fons, mafter, Jackfon and co. owners, 
from Philadelphia to Newberry, with 
flour and iron. 

By tht Camilla. 

Independence, John Gill, mafter, 
from Bofton, on a cruize, armed with 
6 carriage-guns and 8 fwivels. Ad- 
miral Montague, John Hay, mafter, 
from Hifpaniola to Rhode-Ifland, 
with molafles and coffee. Chance, 
Thomas Bell, mailer, to Georgia, 
with flour and rum. Polly, William 
Thomfon, mailer, to Surinam, in 
ballaft. 

By ihe Raven. 

Friendihip, William Townftiend, 
mafter, M. Kelfall, owner, from Geor- 
gia to foreign Weft-India illands, with 
rice. Hope, Jean Louis, mafter, — 
Mpncreau,owner,from Philadelphia to 
Charles Town, with flour and lumber. 
By tbt Roebuck, and jhifs undtr Cap* 
tain Hammond'/ orders. 

Maria, . « ■ Stockholm, mafter, 



Dennis, owner, from St. Euftatia tci 
Egg Harbour, with bale goods and 
powder. Grace, — — , from Phila r 
delphia to Baltimore, in ballaft. A 
fmall floop, nobody on board, in bal- 
laft, deftroyed. A pilot boat, ditto, 
loft. Polly, William Bowen, mailer, 
William Bowen, owner, from Phila- 
delphia to North Carolina, with nine 
pound ftiot, iron, and groceries- A 
fmall floop, in ballaft. Dove, T. 
Atkins, mafter, M. Dence, owners 
from Plymouth in New-England to 
Philadelphia/ in ballaft, deftroyed off 
Cape Hinlopen, dolphin, T. Bur* 
gels, mafter, J. Simpfon, owner, from 
Dartmouth in New-England to Phi- 
ladelphia, in ballaft, deftroye<T off 
Cape Hinlopen. Betfey, C. Wey, 
mafter, W. Shepherd, owner* from 
Chinkateaque to Philadelphia, with 
oats and tobacco, deftroyed off Cape 
Hinlopen. Sally, Seymour Hooa, 
mailer, E. Batchelor> owner, from 
Ocnifock, North-Carolina, vo Phi- 
ladelphia, with tar and turpentine, 
deftroyedoffCapeHinlopen. Chance, 
Thomas Rofe, mailer, Mefl*. Curfon, 
of Philadelphia, owners, from Phila- 
delphia to Cork, with flax feed and 
ftaves. Dove, nobody on board her, 
floop cut out oft* Egg harbour, in 

ballaft. Cazia, from Cape 

Francois to Philadelphia, with mo- 
lafles and coftee, Dolphin, William' 
Knox, mailer, — Pringle, owner,' 
from Philadelphia to St. Euftatia, 
with hams and bread. Ranger, no- 
body on boatd her, from St, Euftatia 
to Philadelphia, with bale goods and 
arms. Little John, J. Darrel, mafter, 
Davenport and co. owners, from Ber- 
muda to Philadelphia, with fait and 
limes. Dolphin, T. Woodhoufe, maf- 
ter, Henry Cowper, owner, from Phi- 
ladelphia to St. Croix, with flour, 
bread and ftaves. Sufannah, P. Rim- 
ington, mafter, P. Rimington owner, 
from Rhode-Ifland to South-Caror 
Una, with cyder and chocolate. 
By the Liverpool. 
St. Barbara, D. R^Gomales, maf- 
O toy 
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■<er, belonging to the. Spanifh Afliento. 
from the Havannah to Dominica, 
with 2500 dollars. 

By the Fowey. 

Satfy, Ar. Crawford, mafter, Z. 
Allen, owner, from Providence to 
Hifpaniola, with lumber and flour. 
Polly, W, Gardner, matter, N. Shaw, 
jun. owner, from Saltatude to Phila- 
delphia, with fait. 

By the Otter. 

A fchooner, nobody on board her. 
£. floop, ditto. Jenny, ditto, and 
and run on fhore. Philadelphia 
Packet, nobody on board her, from 
the river Elke to Baltimore, with 
different goods. Vulcan, S. French, 
mailer, R. Ewers, owner, from the 
river Elke to Patuxent, with, Hone 
andiron. Nancy, J.Robinfon, maf- 
ter, E. Carr, owner, from the Eaftern 
Ihore to the river Elke, with tobacco 
and feathers. Nancy, L. Callcheugh 
mailer, J. Taylor, owner, from Neab- 
fcoe to Baltimore, with Indian corn. 
By the Roebuck. 

Pigeon, Smith, mailer, 

Simpfon, owner, from Philadelphia to 
Charles-Town, with bread and flour. 
Succefs, J. Burrows, mafter, Mercer 
and co. owners, from Hifpaniola to 
Philadelphia, with molafles and rum. 
By the Perfeus. 

Connection, Benjamin Jones, maf- 
ter, S. White owner, from Bofton to 
Baltimore, with 14 calks of fugar; 
Le Joli Cceur, B. Eryan, mafter, from 
St. Domingo, to Marfeilles, with 
Turn, fugar and coftee. 

By the Camilla. 

Le Fonbonne, W. De Gallet, maf- 
ter, W. Gallet, owner, from Cape 
Francois to Miquelon, with wine, 
molafles, &c. - 

By the Falcon. 

£loop, nobody found on board, 
with piL 

By the Roebuck. 

Two Friends, J. Vickery, mafter, 
Mead and co. owners, from Cape 
Francois to Philadelphia, with pow- 
der arms, molaflb, &c. Adventure, 



W. Pile, mafter, Townfend and co- 
owners, from St. Croix to Philadel- 
phia, with fait and dry goods, re- 
moved the cargo on board. Delight,, 
William Church, mafter, Cartwright , 
and co-owners,, from Boftoa to Phi- 
ladelphia, with fu£ar; wine and rum- 
New-York, J. Walker, mailer, T. 
Pennington, owner, from Curacoa to 
New-York, with fait- 

By the Pearl. 

Lexington, W. Hallock, mailer, 
belonging to the Congrefs, from 
Cape Francois to Philadelphia, with 
powder and dry goods. Read, J. 
Benner, mailer, J. Bennett and co. 
owners, from St. Euftatia to Wil- 
mington, with fait and dry goods. 
Betfey. J. Hayman, mailer, J. Hay- 
man and co. owners, from St. Mar- 
tin's to Baltimore, with fait. Schoo- 
ner, no perfon found on board, with 
fugar, &c. 

By the Falcon. 

Kitty, S. Nichols, mailer, D. Be* 
veridge, owner, from Cape Francois 
to Philadelphia, with molafles, rum, 
and dry goods. 

By the Galatea. 

Dolphin, John Tarkev, mailer, 
from Philadelphia to Bermuda, witR 
flour and Indian corn. William, 
Jofeph Bunker, mailer, from Bour- 
deaux to Rhode-Ifland, with gun- 
powder and fmall arms. Sword Fifh, 
S. Kingfley, mailer, from Cape Ni- 
cola to Halifax, with rum and mo- 
lafles. Hearts of Oak, F. Howell, 
mafter, from Cape Francois to Phi- 
ladelphia, with rum, linens, turpen- 
tine and dry goods. 

By the Nautilus. 

New- York Packet, E. Pringle, 
mafter, E. Pringle, owner, from Phi- 
ladelphia to St. Croix, with flour. 
By the lively. 

Mary, J. Morgan, mafter, J. Wil- 
fon, owner, from Bourdeaux to Phi- 
ladelphia, with finall arms, wine, 
oil, &c. 

By the Merlin. 

Jofeph, B. Hewes, mailer, Smith 

and 
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ipd co. owners, from Cadiz to North 
Carolina, with wine, fait, and Jc- 
fuits bark. 

By the Scorpion. 

Morning Star, James Club, matter, 
Lifte and co. owners, from Philadel- 
phia to the Weft-Indies, with flour, 
bread and onions. 

By the Viper. 

May Flower, S. Crofman, matter, S. 
Crofman owner, from Pifcataqua, on 
a fifhing voyage. Dover, A. Fumald, 
matter, A. Fumald, owner, from Pif- 
cataqua, on a fifhing voyage, with fifh. 
Endeavour, J. Batlbn, mailer, J. Bat- 
fon, owner, from Pifcataqna, on a fifh- 
ing voyage, with fifh. Two Brothers, 
J. Bowden, matter, J.Bowden, owner, 
from Pifcataqua, on a fifhing voyage, 
with fiih. — No perfon found on 
board, with fire-wood. ——Ditto, 
with empty cafks. Polly, on a fifh- 
ing voyage, with fifh. Louifa, J. 
Colfton, matter, St. New, owner, 
from Macchias tb Tortola, with lum- 
ber, fhingles, &c. Uriity,.J. Lord, 
matter, — Jones, owner, from Mac- 
chias to Newberry, with lumber, fhin- 
gles, Sec. Nancy, R. Adams, be- 
longing to the Congrefs, from Mac- 
chias to Newbery, with lumber, fhin- 
gles, &c. 

By tbe Milford. Tryon. Sloop. 
Retrieve. William. .George. Globe. 

By tbt Juno. Jofeph. 

By tbt Liverpool. Victory. 

BytbeHope. General Gates. Hope. 

By tbt Lizard. * Putnam. 

Bf tbt Albany. . Providence. 

By tbt Province Armed Schooner. 

Friendfhip.' 

By tbt Liverpool. 

Sally, John Williams, matter, J. 
*nd A. Stuart, owners, from. Ham- 
burgh to New- York, with linens, 
canvas, &c. k 

By tbt Phcenix, Roebuck, ^Tar- 
tar, in tbt Nertb River* 

Independence, Crane, armed for 
war. ... ' 

RECAPTURES. 
By tbt Orpheus ana Daphne. 

Britannia, B. T. Hughes, mailer, 



B. T. Hughes, owner, from Jamaica, 
to Liverpool, ballatt, and one ton of 
ivory. 

By the Pcrfeus. 

Layton; — — Johnfon, matter, a 
tranfport. A tranfport, part of the 
Flora's convoy, retaken, the foldiers 
had been taken out at New- York, 
taken again. Peggy, William Cook, 
matter, Morfield and fon, owners, 
from Virginia to St. Augutttne, with 
rum, molaiTes and linen. 
By tbt Cerberus, and Jbips flattened 
ivstb btr off Block Ifland. 

Agnes, William Mather, matter, 
John Mather, owner, from Antigua 
to London, with fugar. Jenny, Wil- 
liam M'Neilly matter, from Barba- 
does to Belfaft, with rum. Carron, 
J. Montgomery, matter, from the 
Bay 'of Honduras to Cork, with ma- 
hogany and logwood. 

By the Unicorn. 

Thomas and William, James Smithy 

matter, John Watkinfon, owner, from 

New-York to Cork, a tranfport ia 

ballatt. Hetty, Charles Rofs, matter, 

C. Rofs and co. owners, fromGafpee 
to Barbadoes, with fifh and oil. 

By tbt Camilla. 

George, James Cordray, matter, to 
Maryland, baUaO^attd fomeoldgun*. 
By tbe Otter. 

■■■ ■/" Mr. Nufom," owner, from 
Barbadoe* to the fleet at Virginia, 
with 320 puncheons of ram. 
By tbe Galatea. 

Favourite, Davis, matter, 

from Antigua to Liverpool, with fu- 
gar. Alice. Difpatch, N. Sergent, 
matter^ from the Grenades to Cork, 
in ballaih 

By tbe Milford. 

John. Diana. Halifax. Lively* 
Venus. Carolina. 

By tbe luno. Dinah. 

By tbt Liverpool. Etther. Bee. 

By tbe Hone. Betfey. Lord Stanley. 

By tbe lizard. £fope. 

T^tal number of captures - 140 
Recaptures - ■ - - 36 

HOWE. 
O a J* 
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An authentic Lift of Britijh Ships and Vtftls taktn by American PriiuUesre, finu 
the Publication of tbi laft Lift . Set Pagi 312 of lafi Volume, 



Ships Names and Maflers. 
A large brig, 
A large veflel, 
Amelia, M'Neal, 
Ann, Kennedy, 
Apollo, Smith, 
Athol, Wadie, 
Aurora, Pocock, 
Barbary. 

Batchelor, Dyfart, 
Betfey, Martindale. 
Betfey, Cully, 

Britannia, Wickers, 
Brothers, Morgan, 
Caefar, O'Brien, 
Chalkely, Fuze, 
Champion, 
Champion, Fellows, 
Chopthank frigate, Lenox, 
Clementia, Rogers, 
Countefs of Eglington. 
Cromwell, Bruce, 
Duke of Leinfter, North, 
Elizabeth, Hope, 
Elizabeth, Edwards. 
Elizabeth, Snowbal), 
Elizabeth, Gornet, 
Falmouth, Bogg, 
Pame, Bornd, 
Fanny; Bell, 
Fanny, Steel, 
Fleece, Fortune, 
Fly, Harvey, 



From and to 
for Guernfey, 
from Africa, 
Africa to St. Kitt's. 
Jamaica to New-York. 
Africa to the Iflands, 
Quebec to Dominica. 
Briftol to Tortola. 

Grenada to London, 

London to Plymouth, 

Exeter to Newfoundland. 

Nevis to Dublin. 

Loo to the Weft-Indies. 

Honduras to Briftol. 

for Briftol, 

Rocley Bay to Courland Bay. 

Penfacola to Grenada. 

Challeur Bay to Weft-Indies. 

Jamaica to Briftol. 
Dublin to Jamaica. 
London to Leeward Iflands, 

Corke to New-York. 
Liverpoole to Antigua* 
Glafgow to Quebec, 
to London. 



worth 7900J. . 
with35oflaves. 



with Haves, 



tranfp. retaken, 
retaken. 

with pro virions* 
retaken. 



with fqgar, &c. 



re taken , 



* Whitehaven to New- York. 
Belraft to the Leeward Iflands, 
Lifbon to Dingle. 
Alicant ro Newfoundland. 
Friends Adventure,Cummings,London to St. Kitt's. 



Friendfhip, Wellicot, 
(jerney, Doyle, 
Goodwill, Richardfon, 
Hannah, Wilkinfon, 
Hawke, Price, 
Helen, Fofter, 
Hope, Prince, 
Hope. 
Induftry, 
Ifabell, Hewfori, 
John, Walter, 
Jofeph, Kelly, 
Jofeph, Kelly, 
Lark, Smklu 
little John, 



Lcndon to Newfoundland, 

Corke to Bourdeaux, 

Whitehaven to Grenada. 

— ^— to London. 

from Africa, 

Li&on to Southampton. 

Newfoundland to Weft-Indies 



burnt. 



with 4.50 flave^i 



Africa to Weft-ladies. 

Orkneys- to Oporto. 

Ireland to Antigua. 

belonging to Poole, reftored by the French* 

Medina to Hamburg, reftored by the French, 

• * 

-tyfiffiftppi to Leeward Mauds, retaken. 
;? ' '" * • " Liyexly. 
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Ships Noma and Mafltrs. 
Lively, Ray, 
Liverpoole, Baird, 
Lonfdale, Gragfon, 
Lord North, Martin, 
Lovely Lafs, PoIIuck, 
Marq. of Rockingham, Pocock 
Maria, Waflh, 
Maria, 
Mary, Tones, 
Mary, Maundell, 
Mary, Harrifon, 
Mary Ann, Gilchrift, 
Mary and Jofeph, Walfh, 
Mercury, Sea ton, 
Mercury, Griffiths, 
Mercury, Hindley, 
Minerva, Winning, 
Newman, Smith, 
Noble, Addir, 
Northam, Weftcot, 
Penelope, Booth, 
Penguin, 
Percy, Bell, 
Percy, Rogerfon, 
Perfeverance, Lauder, 
Peter and John, McCartney, 
Phenix, Davis, 
Polly, Denny, 
Poplar, Cleveland. 
Prince George, Ponfonby, 
Prince of Orange, Storer, 

Providence, Penlerick, 

Providence and Mary, Glynn, 

Refolution, Burnet, 

Royal Charlotte, Fenwick, 

Sally, Burrows. 

Sally, Hartwell, 

Sally, Jones, 

Sally, Hawfon, 

St. George, 

Sukey, Whitewood, 

Surprize, 

Swallow, Hindman, 

Swift, Clark, 

Terefa, Rackwell, 

Thomas, 

Thomas, Read, 

Thomas, Nicholfon, 

Three Friends, Chivers. 

Three Sifters, Spicers, 
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From and to 

Gibraltar to London* 
Whitehaven to Quebec, 
for Corke. 
Glasgow to Jamaica. 
> 

Leeward Ifl. to St. Auguftine, 
St. Vincent's, 
St. Kitt's to Liverpool. 
Poole to Cadiz, 
Africa to the Grenades, 
Honduras to London. 
Newfoundland to a market* 
London to Nevis, 
Africa to the Weft-Indies. 
Glafgow to Jamaica. 
Honduras to London. 
Newfoundland to Weft-Indies 
Corke to New- York. 
London to Rhode-Ifland. 
Liverpool to Africa. 
Newfoundland to a market, 
London to New-York. 
Corke to New- York. 
Halifax to Weft-Indies. 
Oporto to London. 
Tinmouth to the Iflands. 
Weft-Indies to Liverpool, 



retaken. 

with rum, 

retaken. 

with flave*t 

retaken. 



retaken* 
transport* 



transport. 



Whitehaven to Jamaica. 
Harwich to Helvoetfluys, a packet-boat, 
reftored, but not the mail, 
Corke to Li Jbon , retaken . 

Corke to New- York. 
Newfoundland to Weft-Indies, funk. 
London to Antigua. 

London to Tdbago. 

London to Quebec, tranfp. worth 12,000!, 

Jamaica to Liverpool. 

Africa to Weft-Indies, wrth^oflavw, 

Newfoundland to Weft-Indies, retaken. 

London to New-York, tranfp.retaken, 

Africa to Grenada, with flaves. 

London to Weft-Indies. 

Exon to Newfoundland, with foldiers, 

Liverpool to Barbadoes. retaken. 

Liverpool to Dominica, 

Jamaica to Briftol. 



St. Ubes to Corke, 



Trepefley, 
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Ships Names and Mafiers* 
Trepeney, Combes, 
Trial, Brown* 
Triton, Fairbanks 
Triton, Hookey, 
True Love, Moulton, 
True Briton, Babb, 
Tuite, Lanning, 



( "o ) 

From and t$ 
London to Newfoundland. 



Newfoundland to a market, 

Grenada to London. 

London to Newfoundland. 

CorketoSt. Croix, with fix others, 

names not yet come to hand. 

Corke to Weft-Indies* 
.„ v ^»,v U , ^. w «, Gibraltar to London, retaken. 

Twp tranfports going to New-York with German cha/Teurs, 
Venus, Peacock, Jamaica to London, afterwards loft. 

London to Newfoundland, 

Whitehaven to Grenada. 

London to Nevis, 

London to Weft-Indies. 

Oporto to IJoIland. 

Halifax to New-York, worth 2o3ol. fieri* 



Two Brothers, Salter, 
TwoBetfies, Batfon, 



Venus, Brown, 
Venus* Sharp* 
Unice, Anderfon, 
Weatherhall, Cox, 
William and Mary, Howe, 



William, ftorefhip. 

Total 119; of which 17 retaken and reftoced. 



Mr. HUTCHINSON'S LET- 
TERS continued*. 

Mr. tlutchinfon's Letters, lately pub- 
liilied, muft convince every unpre- 
judiced perfon, that the Colonies 
had fufRcient reafon to be alarmed 
at the 'proceedings of the BritiJh 
Parliament, and that it was high 
time for them to be jealous for 
their liberties : and yet in his letter 
to the Honourable John Hely Hut- 
chinfon of Palmerfton, near Dub- 
lin, of February 14,- 1772, he 
concludes, 
"' IS not an unwarrantable defire 

ef independence at the bottom of all 

the difcon tent both in Ireland and in 



union or total reparation. Six words 
of Mr. Pitt, when he faid, " I am 
glad America has refilled," gave a 
deeper wound to the peace of Ame- 
rica, than all the tumultuous, riot- 
ous, and rebellious acts which pre- 
ceded. For thirty years before that, 
I had been concerned in government, 
and never knew the authority of an 
act of Parliament called in queftioiv. 
All, which had any refpeft to lis, we 
printed immediately and made a part 
of our code. Since that time, the 
members of theaffembly grumble and 
mutter, and aik by what authority 
acts of Parliament are mixed with our 
provincial laws ? And the Ho'ufe of 



the Colonies? In a government which Representatives have repeatedly re- 

\zs any thing popular in its form or folved,. that it is unconftitutiorial for 

conftitution, the remote parts will the people to be gdverned bylaws 

grow more diflatisiied with any un- made by any power in which they are 

favourable diftindlions in proportion ; not reprefented. ' The Miniftry have 

'as thofe parts, increafe and become ' been conftantly advifed of theie irre- 

confiderable. A doubt or fcruple in gularities to fay the leaft of them, 



the fuprcme authority of its abiblute 
uncontroulable power, and a relaxa- 
tion in confequence will encreafe the 
<Matisfaclion, and endanger a dif- 

• Thufe Letters, together with the remarks, are literally taken from the Bofto* 
Gazette. For the former Letters^ fee the indexes to the four preceding volumes. 



and they have fometimes come before 
Parliament, but ho cenfure has yet 
been palled. A late explicit denial 
of the authority of the Commiffioners 
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ofthe cuftoms is now before the King, 
and I have not thought myfelf at li- 
berty to fuffer the Aflembly which 
denied that authority, and confe- 
quently the authority of Parliament, 
to eftablifh the Board, to fit again 
until I know his Majefty's pleafure 
upon it. 

* c It is not likely that the American 
Colonies will remain a part of the do- 
minions of Great-Britain another cen- 
tury ; but whilft they do remain, I 
cannot conceive of any line to be 
drawn. The fupreme abfolute legis- 
lative power muft remain entire, to 
be exercifed over the Colonies, fo far 
as is neceflary, for the maintenance 
of its own authority, and the general 
weal of the whole Empire, and no 
farther. In the 27th and 29th books 
of Livy, we find an inftance of re- 
fra&orinefs in the Roman Colonies, 
not altogether unlike to that of the 
Britiih Colonies, and of the fbirited 
and fuccefsful doings of- the Roman 
Senate upon .that occafion. I have 
often wondered, that in all the pub- 
lications in the late controverfy, no 
notice has been taken of fo pertinent 
a piece of hiftory." 
[Good ufage on the part of the Bri- 
tifh Adminiftration, might, per- 
haps, have retained the Colonies 
another century; but that they 
have loft them fo early, the inha- 
bitants of Great-Britain may thank 
Mr. Hutchinfon, the Miniftry, 
and themfelves — in patiently fuf- 
fering Government to purfue its 
bloody plan of dragooning us, into - 
the abfurd opinion of Parliament's 
having a right to make laws bind- 
ing us in all cafes whatfoever.] 

Bofton, \%tb January y 1 765. 
" Rev. Sir, [Unknown.] 
** I was aftonifhed, after reading 
Robinfon's * Hiftory of Scotland, 
and having fettled Mary Stewart's 
character in my own mind, as one of 
the molt infamous in hiftory* to find 
him drawing her with fcarce a ble- 
mifh." 

f So fpelt in the letter 



Boflo*% September, 176$. 
" Dear Sir, [Mr. Jackfon.} 
<( I am fare you will defire td hear 
from America by every opportunity. 
After the date of my laft letter, I co- 
vered a news-paper to you which gave 
an account of the riots at Rhode- 
Iflana. In Connecticut they refrain hi-* 
therto from violence upon the lives or 
eftates of obnoxious perfons; but hang 
and burn in effigy, and do it, as they do 
every thing elfe, whh. great /bmia/itj. 
We have no advices of any thing fur- 
ther at New-York than their obliging 
the Stamp Officer to declare his re- 
fignation. To the northward of Phi- 
ladelphia every where, and to the 
fouthward of it in fome places, the 
people are abfolutely without the n(e' 
of reafon ; but in fome places more 
raving than in others." 

* " Dear Sir, tStb March, 1768. 
*' The Governor never has been fo> 

grofsly abufed as in a late libel in Eder 
and Gill. I never gave any offence to' 
the Grand Jury with more zeal than i 
did this ; and I told them almoft in 
plain words, that they might depend 

upon being d if they did not find 

a bill ; but they were willing to run 
the rifque of it. This has convinced 
me as much as any thing whkh has. 
happened among us, that the law* 
have loft all their force." 

Bofton y zoth Sept. 1769. 
" My dear Sir, [Sir F. Bernard. J 

• " I have had fome hints given me, 
as if fome part of my correfpondence 
in England might prove of dHTcrvice 
to me. You are fenfiWe that iij 
America we have no intereft at all in 
parties in England ; for my part, I 
know but little -of the connexions. 
I have no views from correfponding 
in England, but to promote meafure? 
for reftoring America to its former 
ftate. Whilft you was here there was 
no room to coniider me as a public 
pefTon. Whilft I am in command 
I fhall never mention any thing rela- 
tive to my adminiftration but to the 
Miniftry, or to you as ftill Governor 
book through aiiflakfc. 

in 
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in Ghief to be communicated to them. 
But if you think it neceflary, / will 
firbgar all correfpondence, except to 
the MiniJttry." 

Bofton, $tb O8ober, 1 769. 
" Dear Sir, [Mr. Jackfin.] 
€t In one of your letters you ac- 
quaint me, that you have a fet or 
two of my books left, and was un-, 
certain to whom they were defign^d. 
I fuppofe they mull be of the lail eight 
which Mr. Rogers fent you. I find 
they were intended for Lord North, 
Sir Edward Hawke, Sir Jeffry Am- 
nerlt, Lord Ad. Gordon, Col. Barre, 
Mr. Whately, Mr. Hufke, ancf Mr, 
Jackfon : they were all perfons to. 
whom I have been known at onetime 
or other. Their connexions in Eng- 
land we in America know nothing of, 
and have no other intereft in your 
party difputes than to wifh that the 
powers which be may continue, and 
that thofe may be one uniform meafure. 
of adminiftration, fo far as refpecls 
os until government is reftored among. 
Us. However, if at any time IJhculd, 
mention any ptrfon ivboje connexions 
may be fucb as that exception may be 
taken to me ftbenjoing any mark ofrefpeQ, 
I beg your friendjhip fo jar as to fuf- 
fend it* 

" I will defire Mr. Harrifon's care 
of another box of books, intended as 
sin appendix to the firft volume of my 
hiitory, being a colledion of original 
papers relative to it. 

" To the eight I have named, 
pleafeto add Duke of Grafton, Mar- 
quis of Rockingham, Lord Dart- 
mouth, Lord Sh'elburne, Lord Mans- 
field, Lord Camden, Lord Clare, 
Gen. Conway, Mr. G. Grenville, 
Mr. York, Mr. De Grey, Mr. 
Touchett, Mr. Cooper, and Dr, 
Franklin, to each of whom I fent 
the hiilory, and add befides, Lord 
Hillfborough, Gov. Pownall, Mr, 
John Pownall, Gen. Mackay." 

Bofto*, 20th Otf. 1769. 
" Dear Sir, [Mr. Jackfon.] 
" I mall fend by Capt. Hyde the 
ten books which. w?re not ready for 
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Harrifcn. To give you as little 
trouble as pofliMe,. I have defired Mr, 
William Palmer to receive them, and 
fend them to your houfe ; and if im 
the lift of perfons named, you think it 
more proper for me to omit any, I fhall 
efteem it as an additional favour, if 
you wilt, difpofi of the book intended 
for them to fuch other perfons as may bt 
without exception ; for I have not men- 
tioned to any one myhaving intended 
a book to them. I am afhamed of 
giving you this trouble, and do not 
ngn to,repeat it." 

. B oft on, zjth 03. 1769. 

" Dear Sir, . [Mr. Manduit.] . 

" I take it for granted the laft du- 
ties will be taken off. AfTurances 
have been given to all the Colonies, 
and feveralof themliave behaved de- 
cently; but we fhall not think you 
were induced to it by any other mo- 
tive than the fears you were under 
from our combinations, unlefs you 
convince us you axe able to diflblve 
them." 

Bofton, igth May,. 1770* 

" My dear Sir, [Sir F. Bernard] 
" I am told by one of the minifter* 
of the town, that Dr. Cooper has a 
letter from a Member of Parliament, 
and he told me from whom, a gentle- 
man who you know ufed to corre- 
fpond with him, in which it is faid, 
that ihipping back io,oool. worth of 
goods will do more than ftoring 
ioo,oool. and it is faid that this let- 
ter has done much to turn the fcale 
when it was upon a. balance, whether 
the goods fhould. go back or not. 
Good.' God! can. the people of Ame- 
rica ever return to a due fubordina- 
tiom to Great-Britain whilft Mem- 
bers of the Houfe of, Commons there 
publicly or* privately juftify them in 
their revolt. I could not help men- 
tioning this to you ; but mult intreat 
you to let no perfon know, that this 
intelligence comes from. me, I am, 
with the greateft refpecl, Sec J* 

Bofton, 26tbjtpu 9 , 1770* 

"My Lord, [LordHlllfborough.J 

•' I have never aiked the advice of 
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the Council in form, upon -the expe- 
-diency of applying for more fhips or 
.troops, bccaufc I was Aire they would 
advife me to apply for the removal 
of thofe which remain ; and yet with- 
out their advice, confidering the re- 
ftri&ions I am under by the charter, 
1 did not think I could anfwer ex- 
prefsly applying for them, efpecially 
as I knew that . Governor Bernard's 
caution in not applying without ad- 
vice of Council had been approved 
of by his Majefty. I however con- 
ftantly advifed General Gage and 
Commodore Hood of every traniac- 
,tion of any moment, that I might 
enable them to judge what fhips and 
troops are neceflary to be kept here." 

(This is the proper place for the 
owing anecdote. General Gage 
having received from Gov. Hutchin- 
fon a letter containing fuch a repre- 
fentation of the date of affairs at Bof- 
4on, as might probably have induced 
.him to have ordered more troops this 
way, he fhewed it to a certain officer 
then with him at New- York, who 
upon leaving his houfe informed a 
friend of the writers, what a repre- 
fentation Hutchinfon had given, what 
was the evident 4 c %n of it, and 
then calling the Governor for his 
craft by fome hard name, added, I 
have prevented the General's being 
caught in the fnare, or words to that 
puspofe; and have advifed him to 
write back in anfwer to it, that he 
was ordered by the Miniftry to fend 
what troops the Governor might re- 
quire, and that whenever the requifi- 
tion was made lie wou!4 forward them. 
Had Gen. Gage fent the troops 
without a requifition, and any evil 
had arofe, he muft have borne the 
blame, and the Governor would have 
excufed himfelf becaufe of his not 
having required them. Had any evil 
arofe for want of the troops, Hut r 
chinfon would have pleaded in his 
excufe, that he had fent the General 
a fair reprefentation of affairs ; and 
IP the preceding letter to Lord Hillf- 



borough, he affigns a reafon why he 
did not make a aired application.] 

A NEW CATECHISM. 

[From the Boston Gazette.] 

Queftion. What is Wa r ? 

Anfwer. It is the curfe of man- 
kind, the mother of peftilence and 
famine, and the undiibnguiihing de- 
ftroyer of the human fpecies. 

Q^ How is Wa a divided ? 

A. Into ofFenfive and defenfive. 

Q^ What is the chief end of of- 
fenfive war i 

A. Sometimes it is to regain by 
the fword what had been unjuftly 
taken away from the rightful poflel- 
for : and fometimes, it is to gratify 
the ambition of a tyrannic Prince,, 
.by fubjefting to his arbitrary will 
a people, whom God had created 
free, and giving their hard earned 
poffeffions to fupport him in luxury, 
jldlenefs, and fenfuality. 

Q^ Are there any inuances of fuch 
t 

A. Yes, many, both in ancient 
and modern times: hifiory is filled 
with the wicked lives and miferable 
deaths of tyrants. The 
of , whofe hiftqry is 

not yet compleated, is 

. He carried 
an off t fifiv$ war into the Eaft-Indies, 

He is now carrying an •ff$*fi<v$ war 
into , 

; aiming 
at the abfolute difpofal of that ex- 
tenfivs country ana all its numerous 
inhabitants ; 

Qi What is a dtftnfivt war T 

A. It is the taking up arms* to re- 
fill tyrannic power, and bravely fuf- 
fering prefent hardlhips an4 encoun- 
tering prefent dangers, to fecure laft- 
ing liberty, property and life, to fu- 
ture generations. 

Q^ Is a dtfnfivt war juftifiable in 
a religious view ? 

A. The foundation of war is laid 
in the wickednefs of mankind. Were 

P all 
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all men virtuous, juft and good, 
there would be no contention, or 
caufe of contention amongft them ; 
but as the cafe is far otherwife, war 
is become aljolute.y ntcfffary ; as many 
other things are, which are only the 
product of the weajcnefies or iniquity 
of men. Even the invaluable blef- 
fings of a conflitutional government 
would be unncceflary incumbrances, 
were there no open violence or fecret 
treachery to be guarded againft. God 
Jus given to men wit to contrive, 
power to execute, and freedom of 
"will to direct his conduct. It cannot 
be therefore, but that fome will abufe 
thefe great privileges, and exert thefe 
powers to the ruin of others. The 
opprefied will then have no way to 
fcreen themfelves from injury, but by 
exerting the fame powers in their de- 
fence ; and it is their duty fo to do. 
If it were otherwife, a few mifcreants 
would tyrannifeover the reft of man- 
kind, and make them abject flaves of 
oppreflion and penfioners of their 
will. Thus it is that a juft defgnfivt 
nvar is not only neceflary, but an in- 
difpenfible duty, and confident with 
religion accommodated, as it muft 
be, to dVr prefent ftate of imperfect 
ftate of exigence, 

Q^ 1$ it upon thefe principles that 
the people cf America are now refill- 
ing the arms of England, and op 7 
Oppofing force to force ? 

A. Strictly fo. The Americans 
had nothing in view but to Iivepeace- 
ably and dutifully in a conflitutional 
fubmiffion to Great-Britain. They 
fuftered patiently for a long time, 
many unjufl encroachments of power $ 
being loth t-> offend their rulers by a 
too fcricl attention to every right, till 
at lail die defigns of the Court be- 
came too evident to be miftaken; 
and they werepufhed tothediftrefting 
neceflity of choofmg one of two great 
evils,, viz. either to enlift themfelves 
and their unborn poflerity the avowed, 
unconditional flaves of a corrupt and 
wicked adminiftration, or to brave 



the horrors of war in a noble conteft 
for liberty and life. They have wifely 
determined on the latter ; and, after 
folemnly appealing to God and the 
world for the juftice of their caufe, 
they are profecuting the war under 
the favour of Heaven, and with the 
moll promifing hopes of fuccefs. 
Supported by the equity of their 
principles, they have furmounted the 
greateft difficulties, and exhibited in- 
stances of bravery not exceeded by 
the heroes of antiquity— and may 
Heaven profper their virtuous under* 
taking ! 

Q^ But it has often been faid that 
America is in a ftate of rebellion :— 
tell me therefore what is rtbtllkn f 

A. It is when a great number of 
people, headed by one or more fac- 
tious leaders, aim at depofmg their 
lawful Prince, without any juft caufe 
of complaint againft him, in order to 
place another on his throne, 
- Q^ Is this the cafe of America? 

A. By no means. They have re- 
peatedly declared, with all fincerity, 
that they were ever ready to fupport 
with their lives and fortunes the pre- 
fent King of Great Britain, on the 
throne of his anceftors, and only re- 
quefled in return, the enjoyment of 
thofe ineftimable rights which the 
Britifti conftitution confirms to all its 
fubjects ; and, without which, the 
boafted freedom of that conftitution is 
but a folemn mockery, and an empty 
name. 

Q^ To whom has the Britifti Court 
committed the conduct of the prefent 
war? 

A. To Lord and General 
Howe, 

Q^ Who are thofe gentlemen ? 

A. They are the brothers of a 
Colonel Howe, who fought bravely 
by the fide of the Americans in a for- 
mer war, and fell in battle; who, 
by his amiable character, endeared 
him felf to thofe people fo much, that 
they lamented his fate with unfeigned 
forrow, and erected at their own ex- 
pence, 
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pence, a coftly monument to his me- 
mory. But thefe gentlemen, with 
unrelenting hearts and facriligeous 
hands, have defiled their brother's 
monument with the blood of thofe 
whofe affection reared it to his ho- 
nour, and plunged their murderous 
Weapons in bofoms glowing with love 
and efleem for their mother's fon. 

Q^ What progrefs have the En- 
glish made in fubduing America ? 

A. Very little. They got poflef- 
feflion of Bofton by the tacit confent 
of its inhabitants, but could not hold 
it long. They were but tenants at 
will, ftrictly fpeaking, for their land- 
lords turned them out without any 
warning, and deftrained upon certain 
military ftores, &c. although they 
liad fat there at a rent of above 500I. 
per day. 

Q^ What did they next ? 

A. They took Staten-Ifland, where 
there was nothing to oppofe them, 
and a part of Long-Ifland, by an ex- 
ertion of almoft their whole force 
againft a fmall part of the American 
army, and then ferried themfelves 
over to the city of New-York, from 
thence they crept into the Jerfeys, 
and taking advantage of a critical pe- 
riod, when the American army was 
difbanded by the terms of their en- 
lifbnent, and before a new force 
Could be raifed, they heroically ad- 
vanced to the banks of the Delaware, 
well knowing, there was nothing to 
oppofe their progrefs. On the banks 
of the Delaware they fet them down, 
fettled, as they thought, for the win- 
ter feafon ; and plundered the adja- 
cent country. In the mean time, 
thefe extraordinary conductors of the 
war published a wonderful and gra- 
cious proclamation ; offering uich 
protection as they could afford, to all 
thofe who would accept of it, upon 
the eafy terms of abfolute uncondi- 
tional fubmiffion. But the Ameri- 
cans, whofe refources are endlefs, 
foon found a fpirited militia to fup- 
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ply the place of the difbanded troops, 
until a new army could be raifed. 
This militia croffed the Delaware in 
a fnow Itorm at midnight, and after 
marching ten miles, very uncivilly 
attacked the enemy before they had 
brcakfafted, and drove them from the 
banks of the Delaware in the utmoft 
conflernation, and with the lofs of 
twelve hundred men. The American 
army then re-croffed the Delaware, 
and fuffered the enemy to return to 
their poft, where they anxioufly wait- 
ed the arrival of an expected rein- 
forcement. But the American Ge- 
neral, by a ftroke of policy above 
their comprehenfion, once more pafled 
the river with his army, and kindled 
a few fires in the night near their fta-* 
tion ; and wMlft they were foolifhly 
gazing at the beauty of the curling 
flames, he marched on, attacked, 
routed, and entirely defeated the faid 
reinforcements. The mattered re- 
mains of General Howe's army, are 
now clofe confined in Brunfwick ; 
where they are doing penance on fait 
meat and mufly bifcuit. 

Q^ Where is injuftice, obftinacy 
and folly united in one character in 
an eminent degree ? 

A. In .He is 

unjuft, becaufe he endeavours to gain 
by force what is denied him by the 
laws of the 

he is obftlnattj becaufe 
he refufes to hear the humble peti* 
tions and modeft reafonings of an op- 
prefled people, and -will not yield to 
the forcible convictions of truth, and 
his folly is confpicuous in quarrelling 
with a people who loved and ho- 
noured him, who were the chief fup- 
porters of his and dignity, and 

a never failing fource of encreafing 
wealth. 

Q^ Who is the fhuggeft man in 
the world ? 

A. Lord Howe. 

Q± Who is the weakeft t 

f z A. Gtntrtd 
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A. General Howe* 

Q^ Who is the greateft liar upon 
earth ? 

A. Hugh Gaine, of New- York, 
Printer. 

Q^ Who is the moft ungrateful 
man in the world I 

A. Governor S . 

Q^ Why do you call him Gover- 
nor? ■ 

A. Becaufe when Lord and General 
Howe thought they had conquered 
the Jerfeys, they appointed him Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of that State. S— 
— a/Turned that title over one-tenth 
part of the faid State, and continued 
his ufurpation for fix weeks, five 
days, thirty-fix minutes, ten feconds, 
and thirty hundred parts of a fecond, 
and then was depofed. . 

Q^ Why is he called ungrateful ? 

A. Becaufe he has joined the ene- 
mies of his country, and enlifted men 
to fight againft his neighbours, his 
friends and his kinsfolk ; becaufe he 
has endeavoured to transfer the foil 
that gave him bread from the rightful 
poffefTors to a foreign hand ; becaufe 
he is doing all he can to defraud the 
fruit of his body of their juft inheri- 
tance, and becaufe, to gain prefent 
cafe and tranfitory honours, he would 
fallen the chains of flavery on three 
millions of people and their offspring 
forever. 

Q^ Who is the beft man living ? 

A. His Excellency General Wajhtng- 
ton; to whom the title of Excefkncy 
is applied with the greateft propriety. 
He has left a peaceful habitation and 
an affluent fortune to encounter all 
the danger's and hardships of war; 
nobly ftepping forth in defence of 
truth, juifice and his country. In 
private life he wins the heart and 
wears the love of all who are fo happy 
as to live within the fphere of his ac- 
tion. In his public character, he 
commands univerfal refpect and ad- 
miration: confeious that the prin- 
ciples on which he acts are indeed 
founded in virtue, he fleadily and 



coolly purfues thofe principles, witfr 
a mind neither deprefTed by difap- 
pointments, nor elated by fuccefs, he 
gives full exercife to that difcretion 
and wifdom which he fo eminently 
pofleffes. s Ht retreats like a General, 
and attacks like a Hero. If there are 
fpots in his character, they are like 
the fpots in the Scm ; only difcemable 
by the magnifying powers of a telef- 
cope. Had he lived in the days of 
idolatry, he had been worfhipped as 
a God. One age cannot do* juflice 
to his merit ; but the united* voices 
of a grateful pofterity fhall pay a 
chearful tribute of undifiembled 
praife to the great a/Tenor of their 
country's freedom. 

Boston, March 13, 1777. 
At a Meeting of the Freeholders and 
other Inhabitants of this Town, at 
Faneuil-Hall 9 on Monday lajl f tht 
Honourable Thomas Gushing, 
<was cbofen Moderator ■, and the fol- 
lowing To<wn~OJictrs for the Tear 
tnfuingy *viz 

Town-Clerk. William Cooper, Efq. 
Stleflmen. John Scolley, Efq. Sa- 
muel Auflin, Efq. Oliver Wendell, 
Efq. John Pitts, Efq. Capt. Gufta- 
vus Fellows, Mr. Harbottle Dorr, 
Deacon Thomas Greenough, Jona- 
than Williams, Efq, aAd Capt. Tho- 
mas Prefton. 

Town-Treafurer. David Jefferies, 
Efq. 

Overfeers of the Poor, William 
Phillips, Efq. Ifaac Smith, Efq. Mr. 
Jonathan Mafui, Capt. Samuel Par- 
tridge, Mr. Samuel Whitwell, Mr. 
John White, Edward Proctor, Efq. 
William Powell, Efq. Mr. John 
Sweetfer, Mr. Edward Payne, Sa- 
muel Barrat, Efq. and Mr. Samuel 
Hewes. 

Committee of Correfpondence , Inflec- 
tion and Safety. Capt. William 
Mackay, Nathaniel Barber, Efq. 
Perez Morton, Efq. Benjamin Hitch- 
born, Efq. Mr. William Davis, Mr. 
Herman Brimmer, Mr. Ebenezer 
Dorr, Francis Shaw, Efq. Capt. 
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Ttona Simians, Mr. Mofes Grant, f 
Mr. Benjamin Burt, Dr. Peter Ro- 
berts, Mr. Henry Bafs, Capt. Amafa 
Davis, and John Winthrop, Efq. 

Fire Wards. John Scolley, Efq. 
'William Cooper, Efq. Edward Proc- 
tor, Efq. Caleb Davis, Efq. Capt. 
John Pulling, Thomas Crafts, Efq. 
Ebenezer Hancock, Efq. Paul Re- 
vere, Efq. Mr. Thomas Tilciton, 
Major Andrew Symmes, John Win- 
throp, Efq. Capt. Jofeph Webb, 
Capt. Guilavus Fellows, Mr. John 
Dillard, Mr. Thomas Tricfton, Fran- 
cis Shaw, Efq* 

Committee for pwchafing grain. 
Deacon Timothy Newell, Mr. John 
Sweetfer, Jonathan Williams, Efq. 

Surveyors of wheat. Mr* John 
White, and Mr. John Lucas. 

Surveyor of hemp. Benjamin A uftin, 
Efq. 

Jtjpjfors. Deacon Benjamin Church, 
Mr. Jonathan Brown, Mr. Samuel 
Davis, Giles Harris, Efq. Mr. Wil- 
liam Lowder, Mr. George B. Gcd- 
ney, and Mr. Thomas Fofter. 

Informer of Deer. Mr. Adam Col- 
fon. 

JJTay MaJIers.. Mr* Thomas Green, 
and Mr. John Skinner. 

Fence Viewers. Meflieurs William 
Crafts, John Lambert, jun. Natha- 
niel Wales, Stephen Wales, and Na- 
than Hancock. 

Surveyors of Boards. MefTieurs 
Clement Collins, Abraham Howard, 
Andrew Symmes, Jofeph Butler, 
Benjamin Page, Jofeph Ford, John 
Rogers, Thomas Urann, Edward 
Ranger, John Bulfinch, jun. Jofeph 
Ballard, James Blake, John Lam- 
bert, jun. Hathan Hancock, Ebene- 
zer Freeland, John Champney, Henry 
Blaifdel. [Btfton Gazette. 

To the Freemen of Maflachufetts. 
[From the JameS\ 

Gentlemen, 

The man who calmly fits down to 
frame a Civil Conftitution and Form 
of Government, fo as to^ be perma- 



nent and produce the greateft pofliblr 
good to the people, will not only 
ftudy natural law, the origin of civil 
fociety and hiftory, but will alfowcll 
weigh and confider the general bent 
and inclination, the diilike and aver- 
fion of the people, to this or that: he 
will adopt that Form of Government 
that is />' afth able \ though it may not 
be in theory the beft pojjible. Whether 
the following Eflay is, in general, 
well adapted to the end, the reader 
may judge. The author, or rather 
compiler (for fome articles are mere 
copies) has not vanity enough tofup- 
pofe it perfect, or to think himfelf 
capable of making it Co ; but had his, 
capacity been more extenfivc, he has 
not had leifure for the purpofe; and 
this Eflay is only thchaily production 
of a few hours, now and then at dis- 
tant periods of time: but being con- 
fcious of the molt upright intentions, 
and confiding in the reader's candour, 
he ventures it to the public eye; and 
hopes it may ftir up others of greater 
» abilities and more leifure, to exhibit 
a more perfect fyftem. If what is 
here offered to the public, with a Angle 
■ view to their good, flioul J in any way 
be remarked upon, the writer, who 
wifhes to be unnoticed, will not think 
himfelf obliged, to make any reply, 
he having neither ability, leifure or 
inclination for controverfy; and as 
fcveral of his particular' friends, for 
whom he has the molt fincere efteem, 
and wHb are by nature and education 
vaftly his fuperior>, are of very diffe- 
rent fentlments, he would choofe, on 
that account, as well as for other rea- 
fons, to be unknown. The reader 
may, perhaps, more readily form a 
judgment upon the following Eflay, 
by having a fketch of fome of the 
leading principles, upon which it 
was built, laid before him. It is 
therein fuppofed— That by nature all 
men are equally free —That no one 
has a right to govern others without 
their confent — That all civil govern- 
ment is derived from the people, and 
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is rightfully formed by them, and 

them only, for their own good 

That in fmall focieties, the people at 
large, and they only, have not only 
a right to, but may conveniently 
meet together perfonally, and make 
laws for their own government — That 
in larger focieties it may be very in- 
convenient, perhaps impoflible, for 
the people at large, to a/Temble toge* 
ther perfonally , andlegiflatefor them- 
felves; in which cafe, a vicarious 
tody of the people, chofen and de- 
puted by them to legiflate in their 
place and Head, are the only proper 
Legijlators — That this Representative 
Body ought to be frequently chofen ; 
each one to be refident in the parti- 
cular diftrict choofing, and all to be 
as equally chofen from among the 
whole, as the circumftances of the 
-whole, and its feveral parts, will ad- 
mit—That this deputed Body in their 
vicarious capacity, ought .to be di- 
JtincT: from their executive and judicial 
parts of government ; and the exe- 
cutive and judicial officers excluded, 
as far as may be, from acting in the 
Legiflative Department— That every 
parifh, town, corporation, and county, 
' may choofe their refpe&ive officers; 
and that any of thofe officers, being 
otherwife legally qualified, may be 
eligible to any of the legiflative, ex^ 
ecutive or judicial parts of govern- 
ment, but only to one place, in fome 
- one of thefe departments, at one and 
the fame time. It alfo fnppofes, 

• That the rights and liberties of the 
people are eafier and better preferved 
in fmall focieties than in large ones ; 
and that when Common-wealths, or 

• States, are fo large, that the moft 

• diftant parts of the government are 
too remote from the feat thereof, to 
obtain eafy and frequent intelligence 
of its various movements, they are 
then in great danger from afpiring 
and defigning men, of having the 
free exercife of their rights and liber- 

• ties abridged, and of degenerating 
into monarchical government, which 



generally enefs in defpotifm ancf ther 
moft abject flavery, from which they 
feldom emerge without deluging the 
world with blood ; and therefore It- 
is better that large States ihould be 
divided, than fmall ones joined.—* 
And it alfo fuppofes, That Reprefen- 
tation and Taxation are fo intimately 
connected with each other, that the 
latter cannot, with any propriety, be 
impofed, without fuppofmg the Sub- 
ject taxed, to have had a right of 
choice in the election of the Repre- 
fentative body taxing ; and therefore, 
that all perfons taxable, ought to be 
admitted to vote for Deputies to the 
General Court, and to be con- 
fidered as Freemen. — That repre-> 
fentation, efpecially as it refpects the 
number of Delrcates, ought to be* 
grounded principally upon freehold, 
rather than upon per/onal eft ate ; be- 
caufe the former will remain always 
within the State, although it may 
change Mafters ; but the latter may be 
removed to Britain, or to fome other 
State. — Alfo, That a rotation in of- 
fice, when practicable, will be die 
means of training up many perfons to 
the knowledge of public bufmefs, 
more than without fuch rotation ; and 
will make them competent to many 
offices in the State, without which, 
they would be wholly incompetent* 
And alfo, That all men have a right 
to worihip God, according to the 
dilates of their own confeiences. 

Thefe are fome of the leading prin- 
ciples upon which the N Writer has 
built the following Eflay, without 
much regard to their order ; if the 
public ihould attend to the-fubjedt 
matter, the arrangement of the parts 
may eafily be adjufted by fome abler 
politicians, who, by altering, dimi- 
nifhing, Or adding (as the fubject 
may require, may form fuch a perfect 
Syftem of Government, as will effect 
a greater degree of happinefs, and 
more fteady and permauent, than this 
Colony has ever yet enjoyed. To 
this end, he is of opinion, that there 

i» 
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is greater propriety in having Go- 
vernment Formed by a General 
Convention, xchofen for that fpe- 
cial purpofe, than by a General 
Court, who may poflibly think 
themfelves bound to adhere, in fome 
degree, to old forms and cuftoms ; 
and probably will not feel themfelves 
quite fo free in this momentous affair, 
as fuch a Convention. That you 
may be directed by the all-wise 
GOVERNOR of the Univbrsb, 
into the wifeft and beft meafures for 
obtaining this great and invaluable 
bleffing, is the fincere and ardent 
prayer of, Gentlemen, 

Your real Friend and Servant, 

PHILELEUTHERUS. 
fiofton, February 27, 1777. 

In the year of our Lord, 1777. 
^n ACT of the General-Convention 
of the Common-Wealth, or State 
of Maflachufetts, declaring the 
fame to be a free State, and in- 
dependent of Great-Britain, and 
eftablifhing a new Conftitution and 
Form of Civil Government; which 
General-Convention was ele&ed by 
the whole People for this fole pur- 
pofe, and was held at, &c. 
Whereas Great-Britain has, by a 
long feries of arbitrary and defpotic 
meafures, enforced by large fleets 
and armies, intolerably opprefled this 
Colony, laying wafte by fire and fword 
whole towns and villages, killing 
many of its inhabitants, captivating 
others, and ruining thoufands — has 
treated their petitions, their repeated 
petitions, with negleft and contempt 
—has deprived them of the free ex- 
e'reife of their chartered rights, and 
deftroyed their ancient Conftitution 
and Form of Civil Government — has 
(by aft of Parliament) put them out 
of protection of the crown of Great - 
Britain, and declared them to be in a 
itate of rebellion : all which, and 
much more, will particularly appear, 
by the following declaration of the 
\Jnited States ef America, to be the 



diftrefled cafe of the American Colo- 
nies, viz. 

[Here read the Declaration of Inde- 
pendency, of July 4, 1776, pub* 
lijbed by order of the CongrefsJ] 

The ancient Government of thu 
Colony bemg thus totally d/Jolved, 
and the people driven into a ftate of 
nature, it becomes their indifpenfiblc 
duty, and what felf-prefervation re- 
quires, to declare themfelves inde- 
pendent of Great Britain, and to 
eftablifh fuch a Conftitution and Form 
of Civil Government, as to them ap- 
pears beft calculated to promote their 
greateft poflible happinefs : and being 
fully perfuaded, that the moil plain, 
and fimple and good Form of Go- 
vernment is, the lefs expenfive it will 
prove, the eafier any people will com- 
prehend it, the fooner will they dis- 
cover any attempts to alter or deftroy 
it, and confequently, the more vi- 
gorous that Government will be, and 
the more likely to continue perma- 
nent ; efpecially when to this is added, 
the consideration of as equal, full, 
free and frequent choice of a Repre- 
fentative Body of the whole People, 
for the fole purpofe of Legiflation, as 
their circumftances will admit: in 
which cafe, in fuch a Government, 
ambitious men will have but little 
ground to hope for building up their 
own particular greatnefs, upon their 
country's ruin. 

And whereas it is abfolutely necef- 
fary for the welfare and fafety of the 
inhabitants of this Common-Wealth, 
that a juft and permanent Conftitution 
and Form of Civil Government mould 
be eftablifhed as foon as poflible, de- 
rived from and founded on the autho- 
rity of the People only, in whom ij 
the origin of all governmental power, 
and who have at all times a right, by 
common confent (whenever the great 
end of Government, the general good 
is not obtained) to alter and change 
their Conftitution and Form of Go- 
vernment, in fuch a manner as may 
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belt promote the fafety and happinefs 
' of the whole. 

We, therefore, the Reprefentatives 
of the Freemen of Maflachufctts, in 
General Convention- met, for the ex- 
prefs purpofe of framing fuch a Con- 
ftitution and Form of Government; 
gratefully acknowledging the good- 
nefs of the Supreme Governor of all, 
in permitting us peaceably, and by 
common confent, deliberately to form 
fuch rules, as we mall judge beft 
• adapted for governing this Common- 
Wealth in juftice and righteoufnefs ; 
and being fully convinced that it is 
our indifpenfible duty to eftablifh, to 
the utmoft of our power, fuch origi- 
nal principles of Civil Government, 
as will beft promote the general hap- 
pinefs of the people, do, by virtue of 
the authority veiled in us by our Con- 
ftituents, declare, enact and eftablifh 
the following Conftitution and Form 
of Civil Government for this Com- 
mon-Wealth, to be and remain in 
full force therein, from and after the 
fecond Wednefday in , 

and for ever thereafter to remain un- 
altered, except in fuch articles as fhall 
hereafter, on new circumftances arif- 
ing, or on experience, be found to 
require alteration, and which fhall, 
by the like authority of the people, 
convened for that fole purpofe, be al- 
tered for the more effectual obtaining 
and fecuring the great end and defign 
tf ail good Government, The Good 
of the People, 

Be it therefore declared and enacted 
fey the General Convention of this 
Common-Wealth, aflembled for the 
fole purpofe of declaring and enacting 
Independency, and eftablifhing a 
new Conftitution and Form of Civil 
Government, and by the authority 
of the fame, it hereby is declared and 
enacted, as in the following general 
articles, viz* t 

1. Thai this Colony is, and of 
right ought to be, znd for ever here- 
after mall, by the favour of all-gra- 
cious Heaven, be a free STATE, 



and abfolutely independent of the 
Crown and Government of Great- 
Britain ; and fhall be filled, Thr 
COMMON-WEALTH, or STATE 
of MASSACHUSETTS. 

2. That the prefent fyftem of Co- 
lony Laws fhall be and remain in full 
force, for and during year, 
from and after the date hereof, and 
no longer, unlefs fooner repealed, in 
the whole, or in part, or otherwife 
ordered by this State. 

3. That all Letters-Patent, Char- 
ter and Charters, called Letters-Pa- 
tent, or Royal Charters, and faid to 
have been heretofore graxted to this 
Province, or any part thereof, that 
now is part of this Common- Wealth, 
by any Royal, or other authority of 
Great-Britain, fhall, from and after 

year next after the date hereof, 
be abfolutely null and void, and fhall 
have no further effect, fo far only as 
it may refpect private property and 
governmental powers, but not other- 
wife : and in the mean time, a good 
and fufEcient law or laws fhall be 
made and enacted for the quieting 
pofleflions. 

4. That all and every law, and part 
of a law, heretofore made, and which 
any way refpected the Conftitution of 
the General Court of this Common- 
Wealth, that now is, or any part of 
faid Qourt, or any of its powers, 
members or privileges, or which had^ 
any refpect to the election of any of 
its members, fhall, and hereby are 
repealed, and rendered abfolutely 
null and void, and fhall have no fur- 
ther effect from and after the faid fe- 
cond Wednefday of 

5 . That this declaration of the ge* 
neral, fundamental and eftential rights 
ofthepeopleof this Common-Wealth, 
fhall, for ever hereafter, be confidered 
as the general fundamental of the 
faid new Conftitution and Form of 
Government; and every order, law 
and ftatute, that fhall hereafter b$ 
made by the General Court of this 
Common- Wealth, fhall conform to 
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the -fpirit, and plain and fimple mean- 
ing and intention of thefe general 
fundamentals; and all and every or- 
der, law and ftatute, that may here- 
after happen to be made, and fhall be 
found contrary thereto, fhall be null 
and void, and have no effeft, and be 
irtimediately repealed : and no alte- 
ration in thefe general fundamentals 
ihall hereafter be made, but only by 
the immediate content of the good 
people of this Common-Wealth,- at 
large, or their Deputies cbofen for that 
fpecial pnrpofe. 

6. That all men are born equally 
free and independent, and theirMaker 
has left them free liberty to fet up 
fuch governments as heft pleafe them- 
selves. ** That magiftrates were fet 
up for the good of nations, not na- 
tions for the honour or glory of nta- 
giftrates." " That the right and 
power of magiftrates in every coun- 
try, was that which the laws of that 
country made it to be." And, "That 
ufurpation gives ho right to govern." 

7. That all men have a natural and 
unalienable right to worihip God 
according to the diftates of their own 
confeiences, and to enjoy a full and 
free liberty therein ; provided that 
they, under pretence of religion, do 
not attempt to fubvert the Conftitu- 
rion and Form of Government of this 
State : for the more full eftablimment 
whereof, and that this Constitution 
and Form of Government may, at all 
times hereafter, be fully known and 
underltood, the minifter, or public 
teacher of religion in each and every 
town and parifh within this Govern- 
ment, (hall, in the afternoon of every 
firft LordVday in , forever 
hereafter, openly and diftin&Iy read 
this Conftitution and Form of Go- 
vernment, together with its preamble 
and introduction, to the congrega- 
tion of fuch town or parim* And 
every public teacher of religion mall> 
before he Officiates as fuch, fubferibe 
this Conftitution and Form of Go- 
vernment, or be debarred the benefit 



of any contract or agreement he may 
have made with the people of any 
town or parifh, refpeftmg his falary 
as a teacher of religion. 

8. That no perfon fhall, under ariy 
pretence whatever, malicioufly and 
advifedly, by acting, doing, writing, 
printing, preaching, prayingor {peak- 
ing ; ad, do, write, print, preach, ut- 
ter, exprefs, or declare any words, fen- 
tences, aft or thing, to ftirup the good 
people of this State to hatred or dif- 
like of the Conftitution and Form of 
Government thereof. But this fhall 
not be conftrued to reftrain the free- 
dom of debates in the General Court, 
or in the Council of Safety. Neither 
fhall it be conftrued fo as to reftrain 
the FREEDOM OF THE PRESS, 
or of fpeaking, writing or publiihing 
any matter or thing not manifeftly 
injurious to the public, or to any 
private perfon. 

9. That the freedom of fpeech, and 
debates or proceedings of the General 
Court or Aflembly, and alfo of the 
Council of Safety, fhall not be called 
in queftion in any other Court. 

10. That no aft, impofition, or- 
der, law, or ftatnte, fhall hereafter 
be made, or impofed upon the good 
people of this Common-Wealth, but 
only fuch as fhall be made or impofed 
by their own perfonal content, or by 
the confent of their Reprefentatives 
in General Court afTembled. 

1 1 . That the fupreme Legiflative 
Power fhall be vefted in a Houfc of 
Reprefentatives, which fhall be an- 
nually chofen for the fole purpofe of 
Legiflation; which Reprefentatives, 
when formed into a General Court, 
fhall fjt and aft, as one fingle Body, 
upon the legiflative bufinels of this 
State, once, or oftener, every year ; 
and fhall not continue, or exift as a 
Court, for any longer time than one 
year. 

12. That there fhall be annually, 
atleaft, a general and free election of 
Deputies, or Reprefentatives, for 
Members to fervc in faid General 
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Gowf, to be chofcn by the whole 
people, as is herein-after expreiled ; 
which election ihall be absolutely 
FREE. 

13. That there (hall be annually, 
one General Court or Aflembly of 
the Reprefentative Body of the whole 
people, for the fole purpofe of Legis- 
lation ; and which (hall be called the 
GENERAL COURT, or ASSEM- 
BLYof the COMMON-WEALTH, 
orSTATEofMASSACHUSETTS; 
t6 be convened, held and kept at 
Bofton, (or fuch other place as faid 
General Court may at any time or- 
der) upon every fecond Wednefday 
in , yearly, and every year 

for ever hereafter, with power of ad- 
journment ; which faid General 
Court, mail confiit of fuch free- 
holders as ihall be annually elected, 
or deputed by the feveral towns 
within this State, agreeable to the 
following rule of choice, viz. each 
and vyery town having^jr/y, and not 
fo many as nimty reftdent freeholders, 
each, of whom having an eftate of 
freehold in land, within the town 
wherein he reiides, to the value of 
Four Pounds per year, at the leaft, 
may, if they fee fit, by a major vote 
of its inhabitants (as is hereinafter 
defcribed) elect or repute, by written 
ballot, in fuch maimer as has been 
the ufaal cuftom in this Colony, one 
of their refident freeholders, fuch as 
aforefaid, and no more than one, to 
fit and a& from time to time, in faid 
General Court, until the fecond 
Wednesday kt next fol- 

lowing fuch election, and no longer; 
and each and every town in this 
State, having ninety fuch freeholders 
as aforefaid, and not more than Two 
Hundred* Jhall annually elcdt and 
depute one, and no more than one 
fuch refident freeholder as aforefaid, 
in like manner, and for like purpofe* 
as aforefaid: and each and every town 
may, if they fee fit, for each and 
every 150 fuch freeholders as afore- 
Cud, above the &id fiift 200, eleft 



or depute- ione trther iuch freeholder 
as aforefaid, rn like manner, and for 
like purpofe as aforefaid : and each 
and every town, not having fo many 
as 90 freeholders, fuch as aforefaid, 
may, if they fee fit. join in election 
with any other adjoining town within 
this State ; and the number of fuch 
freeholders in fuch towns fo joining 
in election, ihall regulate, in manner 
as aforefaid, the number of Deputies 
which they jhall > orauyrfend (as the 
cafe may be) to the General Court : 
and each and every plantation, whofe 
bounds, when afcertained, jhall con- 
tain, within the fame, fo many as 90 
fuch freeholders as aforefaid, pall 
then be incorporated into towns, and . 
each and every fuch town Jhall ele& 
and depute, in the manner and for 
the purpofe aforefaid, •ne fuch free- 
holder as aforefaid, to reprefent them 
in the General Court. Provided ne- 
verthelefs, That in every town, every 
male refident of 21 years of age and 
upwards, whether a freeholder or not, 
but being liable to taxation, and be- 
longing to fuch town, ihall have 3, 
rigkt to vote in the choice of Repre- 
fentatives, in common with the free- 
holders and other members of fuch 
town ; but the number of Deputies 
Ihall not be thereby increafed, but 
ihall be wholly regulated by the num- 
ber of freeholders, in manner as afore- 
faid. Which faid General Court, 
when firft aflembled, jb*U by written 
ballot, on the firft or fecond day of 
their fitting, choofe one of their 
Members to prefide as Speaker, to 
regulate the debates of feid Court, 
and to fign in their behalf, all the 
orders, laws and fcatutes, and all 
other public papers that ace to be au- 
thenticated: and they ihall in like 
manner, choofe fome fuitable perfoa 
to ferve as Secretary, and another to 
ferve as Clerk to faid Court. The 
faid Court ihall then, by written bal-t 
lot, <hoofe of their Members 

to ferve as a Council of Safety, whick 
Council fliall be tbe Supreme Execu- 
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tire power of this State, and fhall be 
affiftants to the General Court by 
their advice only ; which foid Coun- 
cil fhall continue until the fecond 
Wednefday in , next fol- 

lowing fuch choice, and no longer. 
And all vacancies in the General 
Court, occasioned by the choice of 
faid Council, or otherwife, may be 
filled up, by the respective towns 
whofe ^Representatives have been thus 
removed, by new electrons of Depu- 
ties, in manner as aforefaid. And 
all vacancies, at any time, or by any 
means happening in the faid Council, 
JhaU be filled up by /aid General 
Court, in manner as aforefaid. And 
the faid Council fhall immediately 
choofe, on the firft or fecond day of 
their fitting, by written ballot, one 
of their Members for their Prefiden^ 
to regulate their debates, and to au- 
thenticate all fuch papers as they may 
have occafion to give authenticity to : 
and they -(hall, in like manner, choofe 
fome other fit perfon for their Secre- 
tary. Which General Court, when 
conlKtuted as aforefaid, and the 
Council of Safety and affiftants chofen 
as aforefaid, mall have full power to 
ordain, make and eftablifh all, and 
all manner of good and wholefome 
orders, laws and ftatutes, for the 
well ordering and governing the good 
people of this Common-Wealth, and 
fbr the fupport, comfort and defence 
of the fame* And the faid General 
Court fhall, from time to time, and 
at all times, conftitute and appoint all 
fuch Executive and Judicial Courts, 
and all fuch civil and military officers 
(excepting parifh, town, corporation 
and county officers) as to them may 
appear to oe of public utility. And 
all orders, laws, arid ftatutes, or- 
dained, made" and enacted by the faid 
General Court, fhall be figned by 
their Speaker for the time being, in 
their behalf, and mrblimed, before 
obedience thereto oe exacted from 
the people. And every perfbn who 
fliall be eiefted to ferve as a Member 



in the faid General Court, mall, be- 
fore he fit or act therein, fubferibe 
the following declaration, which 
(hall be kept among the records of 
faid Court, viz. 

State of Massachusetts. 
[Place and date.] 

We the fubferibers, do folemnly 
and feverally declare, That we will 
do every thing in our power to pro- 
mote the prosperity and happinefs of 
this Common-Wealth ; and will op- 
pofe and prevent, to the utmoft of 
oar abilities, every attempt to hurt 
or deftroy the fame ; and mis we will 
do, by a firm and fteady adherence 
to, and fupport of, that Conftkution 
and Form of Civil Government, 
adopted and eftablifhed in this State, 
in the year 1777. A. B. 

C. D. Sec. 

14* That the Legiflative, Execu- 
tive and Judiciary Departments, fhall 
be as feparate and diftin&as poffible ; 
fo that neither fhall, without necef- 
fity, exercife the powers belonging to 
the other ; nor fhall any perfon exer- 
cife the powers of more than one of 
them at the fame time ; except that 
the Juftices of the County Courts 
fliall be eligible to either tjie General 
Court, or Council of Safety ; and 
excepting alfo, That the Council of 
Safety, mall fit as Juftices in cafes of 
impeachment, and in cafes of appeal 
from the Probate Court. 

1 5 . That the General Court, an£ 
the Council of Safety, fhall each 
choofe their own officers, and fettle 
their own orders and rules of proceed- 
ing in their refoe&ive Bodies. 

16. That all Governmental mat- 
ters, whether orders, laws or ftatutes. 
fliall originate in, and be compleated 
by the General AfTembly ; but when 
they have read any Bill, or other 
matter twice, they fhall then fend it 
to the Council of Safety for their ad- 
vice, who fhalL alfo read it twice, and 
then return it to the General Court, 
with their DrOfpofed amendments and 
remarks, if any, in writing ; and the 

Q^a General 
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General Court mall jthen read it a 
third time, and finally pafs upon it. 
This will give the advantage of exa- 
mination by two feparate and diftinft 
bodies ; and will be ftill more fafe, if 
the feveral readings are upon as many 
feveral days ; which may, and ought 
jo be done, excepting in extraordi- 
nary cafes. 

j 7. That every town mail pay their 
own Delegates for their attendance at 
the General Court, but their trawl 
ftall be paid by the Government. 
And every Delegate mall conftandy 
attend faid Court, or affign reafon- 
able excufe, to the fatisfaciipu of die 
Court, or abide fucji judgment as 
they may order. 

I $. That the General Court mall 
appoint all civil an4 military officers 
(excepting as is excepted in the 13 th 
.article) the Juftices and Judges, dur- 
ing good behaviour ; and other offi r 
cers, during pleafure : which officers, 
and all other perfons, fnall be im- 
peachable for misbehaviour in office, 
or otherwife, by the faid Court, be- 
fore and by the Council of Safety ; 
excepting only, that if a Member of 
faid Council fhall be impeached by 
the General Court, the trial fhall be 
before faid Court, by their own Mem- 
bers. 

19. That all cafes, whether capi- 
tal, criminal, or between man and 
man, or refpecting any property, whe- 
ther real, perfonal or mixed, fhall 
be tried by a jury of fifteen freeholders 
of the vicinity, who mail be judges 
of law as well as fad, any twelve of 
whom, agreeing, in their judgment, 
it fhall be declared to be their ver- 
di&. Excepting cafes pf impeach- 
ment, mentioned in the laft forego- 
ing article. And excepting appeals 
from the Probate Court; and alfo 
cafes where fome exprefs law refers 
the fame to be tried otherwife, in 
fome inferior Court; in which lair, 
cafes alfo, any party aggrieved, may 
appeal to fome Superior Court, and 
have trial by a jury. And any party 



may challenge jurors, in manner as 
has been cultomary in this Colony 
heretofore. 

20. That exceffive bail fhall not 
be required, nor exceffive fines im- 
pofed, nor cruel and unufual punifh- 
ments inflicted, in any cafes. 

21. That all grants, and promifep 
Of fines and forfeitures, of particular 
perfons before conviction, are and 
lhall be illegal and void. 

22. IfhfLt levying money, by any 
perfon or perfons, under pretence cf 
its being for the ufc of the State', 
without grant of the General Court, 
is and ihall be illegal. 

23. That the raifing or keeping a 
Handing army within the Common- 
Wealth, without confent of the Ge- 
neral Afiembly, is and fhall be illegal '. 

24. That it is, and for ever fhall 
be, the right of any of the good 
people of this Government, either 
individually or in colle&ive bodies, 
to petition the General Court. 

25. That the laws of this Com- 
mon-Wealth fhall, in all cafes, be 
conftruecl in favour of life and li- 
berty ; " jfo that neither mail be taken 
away Or abridged, but from neceffity 
and the beft evidence. 

26. That all due encouragement 
fhall be given to fchools and colleges, 
for promoting arts, agriculture, ma- 
nufactures, and all ufeful fcience and 
good learning. This will fiippor; 
the State, and preferve liberty. 

27. That no perfon mail be taken, 
or imprifoned, but by the* written 
law of this Common-Wealth ; or by- 
natural law, as grounded upon right 
rcafon ; and thefe mall be the only 
laws by which the gbpd people thereof 
fhall be judged and governed : and 
this, without any reference being had 
to the laws or cufloms of Great-Bri- 
tain, or any other State. 

28. That no perfon fhall be put out 
of, or difpofTefTed of his freehold, 
lands, livelihood, liberties or free 
cufloms, unlefsit may be by the law- 
ful judgment, or verdict pf Lis equal? j 
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anen of his own condition, by due 
courfe of law.— Nor /hall any perfon 
Be deprived of the benefit of the law, 
unleft he be outlawed by the law of 
the land; 

29. That no perfon fhall be exiled, 
or banilhed out of the Common- 
wealth, unlefs he be exiled or ba- 
niftied according to the law thereof, 
Nor fhall any perfon be, in any fort 
or degree deilroyed, unlefs it be by 
the verditt of his equals, according to 
the law of the State. And juflice, 
right or law, fhall not be fold, nor 
denied, nor deferred, or delayed to 
any perfon, but ihall be equally and 
impartially adminiftered to all. 

30. That theDelegates, or Repre- 
sentatives for this Common- Wealth, 

to the Continental Congrefs of the 
United States of America, fhall be 
chofen annually, at leaft, by written 
ballot, by the General Court. 

31. That there fhall* always be a 
veil regulated militia kept up within 
this Government, well provided with 
arms and accoutrements. 

3*. That there fhall be annually, 
at leaft, a County Convention in 
each county, for tranfatUng county 
bufinefs, and for the choice of ail 
county officers : and all parifli and 
town-officers fhall be cjiofen by their 
refpeftive pariihesand towns. 

33. That a rotation of officers, in 
many offices from the lowefl to the 
highefl, is very defireable, when the 
circumftances of the Common-Wealth 
"will admit thereof; as thereby many 
more perfons will obtain a competent 
knowledge of public bufinefs, than 
without fuch' rotation. 

34. That all Courts of Juflice and 
Equity fliaFl be open to all perfons : 

/•and the debates in the General Af- 
* fembly fhall, when the fafety of the 
: % State permits, be open to all. 

35. That a power of reprieving 
perfons under fentence of death, fhaU 
be lodged in the Supreme Executive, 
in fuch manner as the Legislative 
jpay order; but no power of grant- 



ing pardon fhall be in any but the 
Legiflative. 

36. That the perfon of a debtor, 
where there is not a flrong preemp- 
tion of fraud, fhall not be continued 
in prifon, after delivering up all his 
eitatc, for the ufe of his creditors. 

37. That appeals fhall be had, 
when required, from the Probate 
Courts, to the Council of Safety, 
before and by whom trial fhall be had. 

38. That the people have a right 
to hold themfelves, their houfes, pa- 
pers and poffeffions, free from fearch 
or feizure; and therefore warrants, 
without oaths or affirmations £ril 
made, affording fufficient foundation 
for them, and whereby any officer or 
meflenger may be commanded or re- 
quired to fearch fufpetted places, cr 
to feize any perfon or perfons, or any 
property, not particularly defcribed, 
are contrary to common right and li- 
berty, and are illegal. 

39. That as all men have a right, 
by common confent, when in foacty, 
to form fuch kind of government for 
themfelves, as they pleafe, fo they 
have a right, by common confent, to 
alter the fame, and adopt fuch other 
mode of Government as may belt 
pleafe themfelves: and they have alfo 
a like right, as a body, or individu- 
ally, to emigrate to any Other State, 
or to vacant countries, if they pleafe, 
or to divide their Government into 
two, or more, diflinJl States, as may 
bed fuit themfelves. 

40. That the Council of Safety 
fhall fit at the fame time and place 
with the General Affcmbly; and at 
all fuch other times as the General 
Court may order, and may do bufinefs 
with a major part of their whole 
number,^ which fhall be confidered as 
a Council for all purpofes. 

41. That fumptuary laws againft 
luxury, plays, &c. and extravagant 
expences in drefs, diet, and the like, 
juued to the circumftances of the 
Common- Wealth, and the fpirit of 
the Conflitution, fhall be eftablifhed 

with. 
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T»rth all convenient fpeed,— Luxury, 
as Baron Montefquieu fays,isnecdTary 
in Monarchies, but ruinous to Demo- 
cracies. 

42. That, in order topreferve Li- 
berty,— to distribute the burdens and 
favours attending the feveral offices, 
in the feveral parts of this Govern- 
-rnent— and to prevent, as far ( as pof- 
fible, any one man — family — or their 
connexions, from engroffing many 
places of honour and profit; no man 
holding any office or place, in the 
iervice of the United States, By 
commiffion or otherwife, mall /at the 
fame time, hold any office or place 
in the fervice of this State, whether 
l)y commiffion or otherwife. Nor 
ftall any one man hold more than one 
office or place in the fervice of this 
-State, at one and the fame time, 
whether by commiffion or otherwife, 
excepting only through neceffity, or 
as is herein before in this Act ex- 
cepted. 

,43. And that a new fyftem of laws 
for this Common-Wealth grounded 
upon the general principles of this 
Aft*, (hall be made and eilablifhed 
within year from and after the 

date Hereof; and that a Committee 
for that purpofe, mail be appointed 
by the next General Court (a$ early 
in their fitting as may be) to continue 
one year, if found neceflary, from 
and after their appointment, and no 
longer; whofe duty it ftall be, to 
prepare and report to the General 
Court, from time to time, all fuch 
laws for the faid new fyftem}, as to 
them may appear beft adapted to pro- 
mote the lailing peace and happinefs 
of this Common- Wbalth. 
PHILADELPHIA. 

4* A3 for making the Continental Bills 
*f Oedit, and the Bills of Credit 
emitted by Refclws of the late Affrm- 
t>lus, legal tender, and for other 
purpofes therein mtntlcned^ ...... ^ 

Whereas it is highly necefTary tfiat 
the bills of credit emitted and made 
Current by the Continental C<?ngreis, 



and the bilk of credit emitted and- 
made current by the late Affemblies 
of Pennfylvania, ought to be made 
legal tender in all payments, ahd to 
be alike taken by every perfon in this 
State, in the difcharge of debts, and 
for the purchafing the neceflaries of 
life, and materials of defence ; and 
it is evidently neceflary that the coun- 
terfeiting of the faid bills of credit 
made current by public authority, 
mould be prevented. 

Be it therefore enacled, and it is 
hereby enacled by the Reprefentatives 
of the Freemen of the Commonwealth 
of Pennfylvania, in General AiTembly 
met, and by the authority of the 
fame, Thar, from and after the fixth 
day ^of February next, the bills of 
credit emitted and made current by 
the Continental Congrefs fhall pais 
current in this-State, and be received 
in payments and difcharge of all man- 
ner of debts, rents, fum and fums of 
money whatfoever, due, or hereafter 
to become due, payable, or accruing 
upon or by reafon of any mortgage, 
bond, fpecialty, bills, note, book 
account, promife, aflumptlon, or any 
other contract whatfoever, according 
to the fum which the faid bills refpec- 
tively entitles the bearer thereof to 
receive, each dollar therein exprened 
to be taken and efteemed at the rate 
or value of Seven Shillings and Six- 
pence, and of equal value in the pay- . 
ment of fuch debts with a SpanilTi 
milled filver dollar, weighing feven- 
teen penny-weights and fix grains, 
any claufe, provifo or device, in any 
bond, note, or other inflrument of 
writing, to the contrary thereof in 
any wife notwithstanding. 

And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforefaid, That the bills of 
credit emitted and made current by 
the refolves of t|ie late AiTemblies of 
Pennfylvania, and the bills of credit 
emitted on loan by an aft of Aflembly 
of the 26th of February, 1773, &&» 
in like -manner be, and is hereby de- 
clared to be a legal tender, and fhall 

be 
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be taken and received in payment 
and difcharge of all manner of debts 
whatfoever as aforefaid, according to 
the fums fperified in faid bills ; and 
if any perfon or perfons, from and 
after the faid fixth day of February 
next, lhall refufe to receive any of 
the faid bills of credit when properly 
tendered in payment of any debt or 
demand whatfoever, provided the 
whole of fuch debt or demand be ten- 
dered, he, Ihe, or they fo refufmg, 
lhall be for ever barred from fuing 
for, or recovering the fame in any 
court of this State, and if any furt or 
fuits (hall be commenced for fuch 
debt or demand, after tender and re- 
fufal as aforefaid, the defendant may 
plead payment, and give this ad and 
the fpecial matter in evidence. 

Provided neverthelefs, and be it 
further enacted by the authority 
aforefaid, That after any fuch tender 
as aforefaid being made, if the cre- 
ditor to whom fuch money is tendered, 
(hall within four days next thereafter, 
make demand of the faid debt before 
two creditable witnefles, it mail and 
may be lawful for fuch creditor to fue 
for and recover fuch debt ; but mall 
recover no intereft on faid debt after 
fuch tender, or cods on his action* 

And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforefaid, That where any 
fuch tender lhall, as aforefaid, be 
made, in order to pay any debt or 
demand of money due and payable 
of any kind whatfoever and refufed, 
and not demanded within four days 
after ,fuch tender as aforefaid, then, 
and in fuch cafe, the faid debt or 
money due or payable, mentioned in 
any mortgage, bond, fpecialty, bill, 
or note, hook account, or any other 
debt whatfoever, is hereby declared 
to be forfeited, the one third part 
thereof to the debtor, and the othet 
two third parts to this State :■ and 
every fuch debtor who fhall make 
inch tender is hereby directed and re- 
quired to pay the two third parts of 
every <kbt fo forfeited, into the 



hands of the Treafirter oftheCotatp, 
appointed to receive the State tax, 
(whofe receipt fhall be a fumcient di£* 
charge to fuch debtor for the monies 
by this act forfeited) retaining the 
one third part in his, her, or their 
own hauds. 

And whereas divers perfons in this 
State (taking advantage of the necef- 
fitous) when they put money on loan, 
or in other contracts, have Bargained 
with, and' bound the borrower or 
purchafer, to pay the debt in fterling 
money of Great-Britain, according' 
as the exchange might be between 
the cities of Philadelphia and Lon* 
don. And as the intercourfe between 
the faid cities is now fo far obftructed 
that no fuch exchange can be afcer- 
tained, and except lome rule is fet- 
tled by law, the debtor cannot pay 
his debt, though he be fo dHpofed 
and has in his poflcflion bills of credit 
for that purpose, for remedy whereof, 
Be it enacted, That where any per- 
fon Hands bound to pay any debt 
in fterling money aforefaid, accord- 
ing to the exchange as aforefaid, fuch 
creditor lhall receive Continental 
bills of credit, or bilk of credit of 
this State in payment and difcharge 
of any fuch debt, at the rate of One 
Hundred and Fifty-five Pounds Penn- 
fylvania currency, for One Hundred 
Pounds fterfing, if tendered as afore- 
faid, and on refufal thereof (hall be 
deemed and taken to be within the 
meaning of this Act, in cafes of re- 
fufal of the bills of credit in tender as 
aforefaid. 

And whereas bonds or other writ- 
ings may have been given for money, 
to be paid in Half Johannefes weigh** 
ing nine penny-weights, or as much 
in bills of credit as will purchase the 
fame. It is hereby declared and 
enacted, That eight Continental dol- 
lars in bills of credit aforefaid, or 
Three Pounds in bills of credit of 
this State afore-mentioned, or of any 
of the bills of credit of Pennfylvania; 
fhall be deemed and taken to ba 

worth 
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worth one gold Portugal Half Jo- 
hannes, weighing as aforefaid, and 
in the fame proportion for all other 
gold coin. — And all perfons whom- 
fbever, refufing to take and receive 
iiich bills of credit in payment and 
difcharge of fuch debt, and redemp- 
tion of fuch bond, or other writing 
as aforefaid, fhall be deemed and 
taken to be within the meaning of 
this Aft, and fhall forfeit fuch debt, 
and be in all things dealt with as in 
this Aft is directed in cafes of refufal 
on tender. 

And be it further enafted by the 
authority aforefaid, That every fuch 
debtor who fhall make tender of any 
debt or demand as aforefaid, which 
fhall be refufed and not again de- 
manded as aforefaid, is hereby di- 
rected and required, under the pe- 
nalty, of Two ' Shillings out of the 
Pound of fuch debt, within thefpace 
of fix days, to inform one or more of 
the Commiflioners of the county for 
the time being, elected or appointed 
to levy the public taxes, of the fum 
fb tendered, ,and to whom, and the 
time when, and the names of the wit- 
nefles prefent at fuch tender — and the 
Commiflloners of every county mall 
keep fair books of entries of alt fuch 
fums of money forfeited by this Aft, 
and lay the fame before the Commit- 
tees of Aflembly, appointed to fettle 
the public accounts for the time be- 
ing, and in cafe any debtor neglect 
to give fuch information, then any 
other perfon who gives the firft infor- 
mation fhall be entitled to the afore- 
faid Two Shillings in the Pound, and 
Three-pence per mile travelling 
charges for Vus trouble. 

And be it further enafted by the 
authority aforefaid, That die Com- 
miffioners for the time being, of every 
county of this State, are hereby au- 
thorized and required to afk, demand, 
fue for and recover, two third parts 
of every debt or fum of money, fb as 
aforefaid tendered and refufed, and 
no: afterwards demanded as afore- 



faid, which action or' actions, fuit of 
fuits, fhall be brought or commenced 
and profecuted by the faid Commif- 
fioners, by name and ftile of the 
Commiflloners of fuch county ; ancf 
the procefs fllal} be the fame, and as 
effectual fc. law, as if fuch mortgage, 
bond, fpecialty or note, was given to 
fuch Commiflioners bona fde, for a 
valuable confideration, or as if fuch 
other debt was contracted with faid 
Commiflicner or Commiflioners; and 
after receiving the fame, fome one of 
tkem fhall enter fatisfaftion in ther 
retards of fuch: mortgage, as is re- 
quiredT>y an Aft of General Aflem- 
bly of Pennfylvania, in cafes of dis- 
charging mortgages. 

And if any perfon or perfons, hav- 
ing fo as aforefaid tendered any mo- 
ney in payment of any debt, and the 
fame being refufed and fued for and 
recovered by the Commiflioners, or 
paid without any fuit commenced, it 
fhall and may be lawful for every fuch 
debtor to afk for, and demand his, 
her, or their mortgage, bond, fpeci- 
alty, bill or note, or a difcharge of 
his, her, or their debt, if it fhall be 
of any other kind or denomination ; 
every fuch demand being made before 
two creditable witnefles, and fuch 
creditor refufing or neglecting to de- 
liver up to fuch debtor fuch writing, 
or give fuch difcharge as aforefaid, it 
fhall and may be lawful for every fuch 
debtor to Cue for and recover, of and 
from fuch creditor, his or her heirs, 
executors or adminiftrators, a fum of 
money equal to the fum for which 
fuch mortgage, bond, fpecialty, bill 
or note was given, together with in- 
tereft and coils of fuit. 

And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforefaid, That in every 
cafe where any title, deed or deeds 
have been, or fhall be, lodged or 
depofited in the hands of any perfon 
or perfons, to whom any mortgage has 
been, or may be made, and the mo- 
ney mentioned herein forfeited, as 
by this Act declared, and fuch mort- 
gage 
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gager, his or her heirs, executors, of 
adminiflrators, or the owner of the 
lands and tenements mentioned in 
fuch deeds, {hall demand the fame 
and be refufed, it {hall and may be 
lawful for fuch mortgager, his or 
her heirs, executors, or adminiflra* 
tor's, or fuch owner of the lands, to- 
fue for and recover of fuch mortga- 
gee, his or her heirs, executors, 
adminiflrators or affigns, a fum of 
money not exceeding double the 
value of the lands and tenements 
mentioned in fuch deeds ; and if 
any fuch perfon or perfons as afore- 
faid, being fued, fhall, at any time 
before the determination of fuch 
fuit, deliver up to the plaintiff, or 
lodge fuch deed or deeds, whole and 
undefaced in the Prothonotary's of- 
fice of the court wherein fuch action 
mall be, and pay die coils of fuit, 
and a fum as the court mall order, 
not exceeding Twenty Pounds, to 
the profecutor for his trouble, in 
that cafe fuch action ihall ceafe. 

And in all cafes where tender 
fhall be made as aforefaicl, and the 
perfon to whom fuch tender may be 
made, ihall afterwards aflign, trans- 
fer, or fet over any mortgage, bond, 
fpecialty, bill or note, every fuch 
perfon fhall be, and is hereby de- 
clared to be, guilty of fraud, and 
forfeit and pay, to the perfon to 
whom fuch alignment as aforefaid 
may be made, or to his or her heirs, 
executors pr adminiflrators, a fum 
equal to double the fum mentioned 
in fuch mortgage, bond, fpecialty, 
bill or note, fo affigned or transfer- 
red, tp be recovered by an action of 
flebt in any court of record in th^s 
State. 

And bt itfurthtr enafttd by tht am* 
thoritt a fart/aid, That if any perfon 
whatfoever mail, after the fixth day 
of February next aforefaid, refufe to 
take and receive any of die bills of 
credit aforefaid, in payment for any 
live flock, neceffary of life, commc* 



dity, manufacture', article Or goods 
whatfoever, which he or {he Ihall 
fell, or expofe to fale, arid offer the* 
fame for & lefs price, or fmaller fum 
of money, to oe paid in gold or 
filver, or in any one fort of the bill* 
of credit, or other current money 
patting in payment of debts in thu 
State, than in the bills of credit 
emitted by the Continental Con- 

f-efs, or in bills of credit emitted by 
efolves of Affembly aforefaid, every 
fuch perfon Ihall forfeit to the ufe 
of the State a fum of money equal 
to, or as much as, the fum he or fhe 
had refufed to take for the commo- 
dity fo fold, or that he or me had 
aOced for or rated fuch flock, necef- 
fary of life, commodity, manufac- 
ture, article or goods at ; and on 
proof thereof being made by two 
creditable witneffes before any one 
of the Juflices of the peace of the 
county, fuch Juflice fhall (if fuch 
fum of money as aforefaid forfeited 
fhall not exceed Five Pounds) iffue 
his precept in the name of the State, 
in the nature of a fummons, or ca- 
pias, as the cafe may be, and pro- 
fecute and recover the fum fo proved 
to be forfeited, in the manner pre- 
ferred and directed by the laws for 
recovery of debts not exceeding 
Five Pounds, together with cofl of 
fuit — And if any fuch forfeiture, as 
aforefaid, fhall exceed Five Pounds, 
the Juflice before whom any fuch 
proof fhall be made, fhall, within 
fix weeks, fend an account in writing 
to the Commiffioners of the county, 
or one of them, containing the names 
of the witneffes proving the fame, 
and the perfon who, afcd the fum 
that he or fhe has fo forfeited— 
And the faid Commiffioners are 
hereby enjoined and required, ar 
foon as may be, to fue for and reco- 
ver fuch fum or fums of money in 
the fame manner, and when fo re- 
covered, pay the fame to the fame 
perfon* as is in this act directed in 
K cafes 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( i3° ) 



€afes of refufal on tender. And 
when any Juftice fhall recover any 
money, fo as aforefald forfeited, he 
.<hall pay the fame to the Treasurer 
aforefaid, who fhall give his receipt 
for the fame. And every Juftice of 
the Peace in this State fhall, once in 
each year, fend an account to the 
faid Commiffioners of the Aim or 
fums of money he fhall have reco- 
vered, fo as aforefaid forfeited, which 
the Commiffioners fhall make fair 
entries of, and report the fame to 
the Committee of AfTembly afore- 
faid for the time being. And the 
. fees or allowance to the faid Com^ 
rniflioners, for the fervices and duties 
by this aft required, mail be the 
fame as they have a right by law to 
take and receive in other cafes. And 
if any of the faid Commiffioners fhall 
refufe or negleft to do and perform his 
or their duty, by this Aft direfted and 
required, fuch Commiffioners refpec- 
tively fhall be fined in a fum of mo- 
ney not exceeding Ten Pounds, by 
the next Court of Quarter Seffions, 
and another, or others appointed in 
Lis or their Head, by the faid Court. 
Every fuch fine to be for the ufe of 
the State, and be recovered as fines 
are direfted to be recovered, by the 
Aft for raifing county rates and le- 
vies. 

And be it further tna3ed by the au- 
thority aforefaid, That if any perfon 
or perfons, from and after the pub- 
lication of this Aft, fhall counterfeit 
or alter any of the aforefaid bills of 
credit, with defign to increafe the 
value of fuch bill, by this Aft made 
a legal tender, or any of the bills of 
credit mado current by any of the 
AfTemblies, Conventions, or Con- 
grefTes of any of the United States 
of North-America, or utter any of 
laid Bills of Credit, fo counterfeited 
or altered, knowing them to be fuch, 
and being duly convifted thereof^ 
fhall fuJFer all the pains and penal- 
ties, fines and forfeitures which 
by the late laws of Pennfylvania 
could or might have been inflicted 



on any perfon or perfons fo of- 
fending. 
(Signed) John Jacobs, Speaker. 

Baltimore, February i i . Colonel 
Rohl, the Heffian Commandant, 
who lately died of the wounds he 
received at Trenton, declared upon 
his death-bed, that although the 
Engliih had endeavoured to throw 
all the odium of die many rapes, 
murders, &c. upon his countrymen, 
yet, that to his certain knowledge, 
they were chiefly, if not altogether, 
perpetrated by their own officers and 
foldiers. 

The General AfTembly of the 
State of Connecticut met at Nor- 
wich in February, 1777, and fixed 
the following prices, w. Labour 
in the Summer not to exceed 3s. per 
day ; Wheat 6>. per Bufhel ; Rye 
3s, 6d. ; Indian Corn 3s. ; Wool 2s\ 
per lib ; Flax lod. ; Pork from 5s. 
to 7s. per fcore, 3d, -J per lib. from 
7s. to 10s. 3d. |, from 10s. and up- 
wards, 3d. 1 ; ^Grafs-fed Beef not 
to exceed 24s. per hundred — fo in 
proportion according to its quality ; 
Raw Hides 3d. per lib ; Salt 10s. per 
bufhel ; Weft India Rum 6s. per 
gallon, per hogfhead ; Beft Mufco- 
vado Sugar 60s. per hundred; New 
England Rum 3s. 6d. per gallon, per 
hogfhead; MolafTes 3s. per gallon, 
per hogfhead; Tea 4s. ,6d. per lib. 
Butter iod. ; Cheefe 6d. 

The above prices are in Continen- 
tal Currency. 

The Virginia Gazette, from which 
the following extrafts are made, is 
decorated in the front, with the Figure 
of a Snake, under which is a Scroll, 
with this infeription, " Don't tread 
on me," and the Motto, " High 
Heaven to gracious Ends direft the 
Storm "! 

JVilUamsburgh, Virginia, April I I. 
A Letter from a Gentleman of Dif-. 
tinftion, dated Head Quarters, Mor- 
ris-Town, March 29, 1777, to his 
Excellency the Governor — %c Sir, 
Brigadier General Knox does me 

the 
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the favour of tranfcribing part of a 
letter which he this moment received 
from Col. Jackfon, commanding 
one of the \6 additional battalions." 
— " Bofton, March 20, 1777. Laft 
Tuefday a large fhip arrived at 
Portfmonth from' France ; fhe has 
on board 1000 barrels of powder, 
12,600 ftand of arms (I fay 12,000 
ftand of arms) a compleat fet of 
cannon forthe frigate at Portfmonth, 
and a very large quantity of linnens, 
^woollens, &c. with a French Gene- 
ral, Colonel, and Major. Thefe 
gentlemen come well recommended 
by Dr. Franklin. She brings an 
account, that at the fame time, and 
from the fame port, a French fifty- 
gun fhip failed for this place, with 
fifty brais field pieces, and other war- 
like ftores. AIT and every part of 
this may be depended on as a fact.— 
Yeftexday arrived here two very fine 
prize fhips from London, loaded 
with dry goods, worth 50,000 1. 
(ierling. 

Philadelphia, March 2$. Yefter- 
day arrived here the Brig Sally, 
Captain Stucker, in u weeks from 
Nantz in France, with 10,000 ftand 
of arms and a large number of gun- 
locks. 

William burgh > April 13. A very 
extenfive trade is carrying on be- 
twixt France and the United States. 
Virginia has compleated all her le- 
vies (ordered by the Congrefs), which 
are on their march to join General 
Wafhington. 

The accounts publifhed of the fire 
in Portfmouth Dock Yard in Eng- 
land are true. General Burgoyne 
arrived in England the 10th of De- 
cember in a very bad ftate of health, 
but he had the honour of a long 
conference with his fovereign, and 
probably ki/Ted his hand, which may 
poffibly reftore him. Our old ac- 
quaintance Lord Dunmore had like- 
wife the good fortune to get to St. 
James's the 20th of the fame month 
from New York, who likewife had 



the honour of a conference, and no 
doubt ki/Ted his king all over. 

Philadelphia^ February 6. Yefter- 
day the AfTembly elecled Dr. Frank- 
lin, Robert Morris, William Moore, 
and Jonathan B. Smith, Efquires, and 
General Roberdeau, Delegates in the 
Continental Congrefs. 

New Ha<vex, February 26. Two 
privateers of confiderable force have 
been lately fitte'd out at Martinico, 
and manned with Frenchmen, buc 
officered with the fubjecls of the 
United States, who are commiffioned 
by Congrefs. 

PHILADELPHIA, March 5. 
Extras of a letter from Morris-Town, 
dated March I. 
** Since the action of the 23d 
feveral defer ters have come here, who 
fay, that they heard Major French 
tell General Vaughan, that their Iofs, 
in killed and wounded, amounted 
to 509 : that it was impoffible for 
them, with 1900 or 2000 men and 
6 field pieces, to do any thing againft 
an innumerable number of rebels, 
who attacked them in front, rear, 
and flank at the fame time; it is 
true they were attacked in that man- 
ner, but not by more than 600. The 
enemy were extremely cruel in their 
retreat ; they feeing a poor country- 
man ftanding at his own door, laid 
hold of him ; he (hewed a protection 
figned by Gen. Howe's fecretary ; 
they damned him and his protection, 
and faid thofe who had taken protec- 
tions were as damned rebels as thofe 
who had not, and immediately fent 
a ball through his body, which not 
proving inftant death, they ftabbed 
him with bayonets. After fuch an 
inftance, it is not to be wondered at 
their beating the brains out of their 
wounded, one of whom they ferved 
in that manner laft Sunday.'* 

Gen. Howe arrived at Brunfwick 
on Friday night, the 21ft ult. being 
fent for to fettle a difference between. 
the Britifh and HefGan troops, which 
had nearly terminated in blows. 
R 2 fbih* 
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Philadelphia, March 6* Yefterday 
at noon his Excellency Thomas 
Wharton, jun. Efq. Prefident of 
the Supreme Executive Council of 
the Commonwealth of Pennfylvania, 
Captain Qeneral and Commander 
Jn Chief in and qvcjr the fame, was 
proclaimed at the Court Houfe, in 
jhe prefence of a vafl concourfe of 
people, who exprefled the higheft 
fatisfa&ion on the occafion, by una- 
nimous fhouts of acclamation. 

The proceffion began at the State 
£foufe, and was conducted in the 
following order, viz. 

Conftableswith their fiaves. 

Sub Sheriffs, 

High Sheriffs, and Qoroner, 

Serjeant at £rms, 

The Hon. Speaker of the Houfe— 

Clerk of the Houfe on h\s right hand, 

Members of General Aflembly, 
President and Vice President, 
- Members of the Supreme Executive 

Council, 
Gentlemen, Members of the Coun- 
cil of Safety, and the Navy Board. 
Proclamation being made by the 
High Sheriff, commanding filence on 
pain of imprisonment, the Presi- 
dent and the Hon. §peaker of the 
Houfe of Aflembly came forward. 
The Clerk of the ffoufe then pub- 
limed the election of the President 
and Vice-President, as made and 
declared by the General Afjembly 
and Supreme Executive Council, and 
proclaimed the Prefident. 

On the fignal from the acclama- 
tions of the people, 1 3 cannons were 
fired from the brafs field "pieces taken 
from the Heffians at Trenton. 
The proceffion then returned ; 
Conftables with their fiaves, 

Sub Sheriffs, 

JHigh Sheriffs and Coroner, 

His Excellency the President and 

Vice-President, 

Members of the Supreme Executive 

Council, 

Serjeant at Arms, 

The Hon. Speaker of the Houfe— 

Clerk of the Houfe on his left hand, 



Members of the General Aflembly, 
Gentlemen, Members of the Coun- 
cil of Safety, and the Navy Board, 
And dined tpgether at the City 
Tavern, where an entertainment was 
provided by order of the Houfe. 
The Members of Congrefs then in 
the city, and the General officers of 
the army of the United States of 
America being alfo prefent. 

After dinner, the following toafts 
were drank, under the difcharge of 
cannon, viz. 

I . The United States of America. 
2. The Congrefs. $. The Com- 
monwealth of Pennfylvanla. $.. Ge- 
neral Wafhington, and the Army of 
the United States of America. c.Th£ 
Navy pf the United States. 6. The 
Friends of Liberty in all parts of the 
world. 7. Perpetual Union and 
flricTl Friendfhip among' the States 
of America. 8. The Arts and Sci- 
ences, p. Agriculture.* 10. Trade, 
and Navigation. 11, The Memory 
of the brave Patriots of all ranks', 
who have glprioufly fallen in their 
Country^ Caufe. 12. May every 
American know his true interett. 
13. May Juftice, Firmnefs and Hu- 
manity ever characterize Americans. 
( 1 4. May Human Knowledge, Vir- 
tue and iJappinefs receive their laft. 
perfection in America. 15. May 
every private Confideration give way 
to the Means of our public Defence, 
16. General Lee and all our Friend* 
in Captivity. * 17.* Do&br Frank- 
lin. 

The bells of the city were rang, 
and tlje whole was conducted with 
the utmoft decency, arid no accident 
happened of any kind. 
Philadelphia, April 16. The follow- 
ing intelligence was received on 
Monday," aflerted by Heny Fifher, 
andexprefs fent to Bombay Hook, 
to Benjamin Brooks, and front 
him to James Cameron at Port 
Penn, certifying, that there ar» 
more of the enemies mips of war 
in Delaware, viz. Three in Whore 

Kiln 
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K41n Road, three at the Middle., 



In Cttgfijif April i r . 
The Committee appointed br 
Congrefs on the 14th clay of April, 
to confer with the Prefident and 
Members of the Supreme Executive 
Council of the Commonwealth of 
Pennfylvania, the Board of War of 
Hud State,and the Delegates reprefent- 
ing the fame in Congreis, concern- 
ing the authority which (hould be 
deemed eligible to be exercifed during 
the receft of the Council and Aflem- 
bly, report 

That a conference, agreeable to 
the order of Congrefc, has been held, 
when the following gentlemen were 
prefent : 

His Excellency Thomas Wharton, 
jun. Efq; Prefident of the Supreme 
Executive Council. 

Board of War. Owen Biddle, 
Efq; Chairman, Jofeph Dean, Ri- 
chard Bache, John Shce. 

Delegates for the State of Penn- 
fylvania in Congrefs. Robert Mor- 
ris, James Wilfon, Dan. Roberdeau, 
George Clymer, Efqrs. 

Committee of Congrefs. Mr. 
Samuel Adams, Mr. Richard H. 
Lee, Mr. Duer. 

That it appears clearly to the 
members in conference, that the ex- 
ecutive authority of the Common - 
wealth 4>f Pennfylvania is incapable 
of any exertion, adequate to the pre- 
fent crifis, and that it is of the greateft 
importance, that every power ihould 
be called forth into adion, which 
may conduce to the fafety of this 
ftate, with which the liberties and 
profperity of the whole are fo inti- 

^ ^ mately connected. From this con- 

Congrefsf concerning the mode of fideration, and at the particular in- 
authority which' they mall conceive fiance andrequeft of the Prefident of 
jnoft eligible' to be exercifed during die Supreme Executive Council and 



and three at the Narrows. Signed 

Benj. Brooks, James Cameron. 

April 14, 1777. 
In Congrefs, April 14, 1777. 

Whereas the ftate of Pennsylvania 
is threatened with an immediate in- 
yafion; and, from the adjournment 
t of the legiflative and executive au- 
thorities of the Commonwealth, it is 
impracticable to carry into immediate 
execution many meafures of the ut- 
moft importance, not only to the 
fafety of this Commonwealth, but 
likewife to the general welfare of the 
United States, 

Refolved, That it is the indif- 
penfible duty of Congrefs to watch 
over all matters (the neglect of which 
may, in its confequences, deeply af- 
fect the welfare of the United States) 
till fuch time as the legiflative and 
executive authorities of the Common- 
wealth of Pennfylvania can refume 
;the regular exercife of their different 
functions. 

* Refolved, That his Excellency 
the Prefident of the Supreme Execu- 
tive Council of the Commonwealth of 
Pennfylvania be requeued forthwith 
to convene the legiflative and execu- 
tive authorities of this ftate, in or- 
der that proper meafures may be 
purfued for the defence of the fame. 

Refolved, "that a committee of 
three be' appointed to confer with 
jthe Prefident of the Supreme Execu- 
tive Council, with" fuch other Mem- 
bers of the faid Council as can be 
convened with the Board of War for 
the State of Pennfylvania, and with 
jhe Delegates of the faid State 



in 



the recefs of the Houfe of Aflem- 
bly,. ana*, the Council, in order that 
if the fame be approved by Congrefs 
may be immediately adopted. 

The Members chofen, Mr. S. 
Adams, Mr. Dewer, and Mr. R. H. 
^.ee. 



Board of War of the ftate of Pennfyl- 
vania, we beg leave to recommend 
the following refolutions to be adop- 
ted by Congrefs: 

Refolved, That the Prefident of 
the Supreme Executive Council, of 
the Commonwealth of Pennfylvania, 

together 
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together with as many member? of 
faid Council as can be convened, the 
Board of War, and (in fuch cafes as 
relate to the marine) the Navy Board 
of faid State, mould, in the prefent 
Critical exigency of affairs, exercife 
every authority to promote the fafety 
of the State, till fuch time as the 
legiflative and executive authorities of 
the Commonwealth of Pennfylvania 
can be convened. 

Refolved, That it be, and it is 
hereby earneftly recommended by 
Congrefs, to the good people of 
Pennfylvania, chearfully to fubmit to 
the exertion of an authority which is 
indifpenlibly eflential to the prefer- 
vation of the lives, liberties, and 
property of themfelves, their fami- 
lies, and pofterity. 

Refolved, That the commanding 
officer of the Continental forces in 
this city, afford every pofllble aflift- 
ance in carrying into execution , all 
fuch meafures as may be recommend- 
ed to him by the authority above- 
mentioned. 

Refolved, That Congrefs will 
chearfully co-operate with the autho- 
rity above-mentioned, in facilitating 
every meafure which may be deemed 
conducive to the fafety of the State. 

Congrefs taking into confideration 
the foregoing report, 

Refolved, That the fame be con- 
curred in, and, that the refolutions 
propofed be agreed to. 

Extract from the minutes, 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 



Tennfylvania War-Office > Philaddphid* 
Jpnilf, 1777. 
I. Refolved, That a Committee 
of Fifty be appointed to have the di- 
rection and fuperintendance of the re- 
moval of all the provifions and other 
'{lores now in this city, or near the 
river Delaware in this State, below 
the Falls of Trenton, that will be 
ufeful to our enemies, mould they 
get pofiefTion of them, or that may 



be neceflary to the army of the 
United States. 

II, That the inhabitants of this 
city and liberties be allowed to retain 
as much provifions of all hinds as is 
ufual and cuftomary for families to 
be poflefled of at this feafon, it beino- 
the intention of this Board to remove 
the extraordinary flores only of thofe 
who have been returned, as having 
greater quantities than is ufuallylaid 
up by families of fimilar circumftances 
in common times. 

III. That ajl provifions, the pro- 
perty of private perfons, fo returned 
to this Board, over and above what 
is cuftomary as aforefaid, be removed 
into the country to fuch place or 
places as this Board may direct. 

Extraft of a let ttr from Lewis-Town 
to tht Congrefs at Philadelphia* 
April \z. 

" Yefterday morning the fhip 
Morris, Capt. Anderfon, was chaced 
into the 'mouth of our bay by a fri- 
gate ; the Roebuck made fail after 
her. Capt. Anderfon run his fhip 
afhore about half a mile from the 
light-houfe, the two mips continually 
firing at him, and he returned the 
fire for near three hours in the molt 
brave and gallant manner. The 
mips fent three boats, which were 
beat off by the Morris. Capt. An- 
derfon landed his packet for the Con- 
grefs, which I have fent up by two 
French gentlemen. ' When finding 
he lould defend her no ionger, he 
laid a train, and blew the fhip up, 
and I am forry to tell you, that fo 
brave a man has fell in the attempt. 
The fcepe was horrid to behold. 
The cargo is in part blown on fhore— 
viz. guns, cloaths, gun-locks, &c. 
We have a number of men employed 
in faving the cargo. The Roebuck 
is now in the road, and two frigates ' 
at anchor upon the lower part of the 
Brown.« There has, been a flag from; 
the Roebuck. The officer fays, they 

expect 
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expeft their whole fquadron in 
ihortly ; and ihould they arrive, I 
will give you the earlieft advice in 
my power. 

I am, Gentlemen, 
Your humble fervant, 
Henry Fisher»" 
Philadelphia, April 19, 
cl I n fight °f the Capes of Virginia, 
April 12, onboardtbe Continental 
Jhip of tear Trumbull. 
" Gentlemen, 
. " I have the pleafure to acquaint 
you, that at one P. M. I fell in with 
two tranfports from England, one of 
cSght, the other often guns. They 
engaged us three glaffes, when they 
ftruck their colours. They killed 
feven of our men, and wounded eight 
more. We mattered them in a ter- 
rible manner, and killed and wounded 
numbers of their crews. I have the 
pleafure to inform you, that our 
people behaved well, and with much 
courage. I am, Gentlemen, 

Your humble fervant, 
Dudley Saltonstall. 
*' P. S. I fhall give you an ac- 
count of the powder, military ftores 
and arms on board them, and of my 
proceedings in general." 

[To the Hon* John Hancock,^. 
or any of the Marine Com- 
mittee jointly*] 

Bofton t April 4. By an officer of 
diftinc"tion, who arrived in this me- 
tropolis laft Monday from the Ame- 
rican army nearPeek's-Kill, we have 
the following authentic accounts of 
the landing of the enemy at that 
place, viz. On Sunday the 23d of 
March, about eleven o'clock in the 
morning, the Brune frigate, with 
the two gallies taken from us laft 
campaign, a fmall one built by the 
enemy, and four tranfports, anchored 
in the Bay of Peek's-Kill : at one 
o'clock, P. M. they landed under 
cover of the gallies, the 5th, 23d, 
44th, and 64th regiments, under 
the command of Colonel Bir8, with 



four pieces of artrllery, and 50 of the 
train, at Lent's Cove, South fide of 
the Bay, a mile and a half from the 
town : they advanced to Croak'* 
Hill, So.uth-Eail fide of the town, and 
formed on it : before this, boats with 
men rowed towards the North land- 
ing, as if they intended to land there, 
on our flank, or to get in our rear. 
From the number of boats which 
landed the troops, General M'Dou- 
gall, and every difcerning officer who 
faw them> were clearly of opinion, 
that the enemy's force far exceeded 
ours : but he determined to have full 
evidence of it before he quitted the 
poft, and therefore waited for the ene- 
my, in a pofition from which his re- 
treat was fecured till they came withia 
mufket-fhot : at this diftance he had 
a full view of the enemy formed on 
the hill, and they were treble his 
force. The rum and provifions tbtrt 
being defrayed, and the heavy artil- 
lery fent off, (except one iron 1 z 
pounder, which for want of horfes 
was loft) the General ordered the 
troops to retire, which they did, ia 
good order, to Barrack No. 2, twe* 
miles and a half from the town. The 
enemy cannonaded us, and wounded 
one of our men. mortally : there he 
took poft to fecure the pafs of the 
mountains, and fome mills which 
contained a quantity of flour and 
grain, belonging to the Continent: 
the enemy placed a picket guard of 
100 men a mile from our poft. The 
next day, about four o'clock in the 
afternoon, Lieutenant-Colonel Wil- 
let, with about 60 men of Colonel 
Granfcott's regiment, got undifco- 
vcred on the right flank of the ene- 
my's picket, while a fmall party was 
fent on their left, to draw their at- 
tention : it had the defired effect, for 
Colonel Willet got near them undis- 
covered, when a fkirmifh enfued for 
15 minutes. The Colonel ordered 
his men to fix bayonets, and rufk 
upon them ; and the enemy fled^vith 
great precipitation. We had two 

men 
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men wounded ; the enemy had nine 
killed and wounded. The enemy 
embarked that day, on hearing a re- 
inforcement was expected that even- 
ing : the next morningwe took pof- 
feifion of the town. The enemy in 
the afternoon went down the river, 
below Croton, in purfuit of flock 
and provisions. Our principal lofs 
is the rum, molafles, and Hour, or- 
dered to be deftroyed, and the fugar 
burnt by the enemy, in the Commif- 
fary's ftore. 

Fijb-Kilt, March 6. 

Extra SI of a letter from Mornii-To<w* t 

March 2. 

rt Laft Sunday the enemy came out 
from Woodbridge with 1,900 men, 
and 6 field pieces ; the ac~6on com- 
menced about half paft 9 in the 
morning, and continued with inter- 
miffion, all the day ; we killed, 
wounded, and took prifoners fix hun- 
dred ; fome fay feven hundred ; how- 
ever, the firll I had from Dr. — — , 
who was * on the field, during the 
whole affair : we have a farther con - 
firmation of it fince by a deferter. 
The day before yefterday four de- 
ferters came over to us ; fcarce a day 
paffes without fome deferters or pri- 
foners coming in. The Quakers and 
Tories are comingin daily, with and 
lor protections." 

Bojtortj March 13. By a gentle- 
man from Head-Quarters, which he 
left the 3d inflant, we are informed, 
that on Sunday the 23d of February, 
about 2000 of the enemy, who went 
on a foraging party, from Ainboy, 
attacked our guards, and drove them 
five or fix miles; when out troops 
were reinforced, by General Max- 
well, with about 1400 men, chiefly 
militia; when they, in their turn, 
were obliged to retreat, with fo much 
precipitation, as not to be able to 
return but two fires, —We took fix 
prifoners, and found two of their 
dead ; but, by deferters, who have 
con>© off fince, we are told, their 
flofs was about joo killed and wound- 



ed. Our fofs was 3 killed and it 
wounded. 

The enemy came out with a large 
number of waggons, with intent to 
draw in their plunder ; but, miftaken 
fools ! returned, to their' great mor- 
tification, with their waggons loaded 
with killed and wounded. 

We are informed, from undoubted 
authority, that the town of Fal- 
mouth, in the county of Cumber- 
land, have, to their honour, raifed, 
for the Continental fervice, inftead of 
one feventh of their inhabitants, near 
one fifth part, and the other towns, 
in that county, in like proportion, 

B oft on March 16, 1 777. Captain 
Pinkham, in a brig, from London,* 
bound to St. AuguiHne, on his paf- 
fage put into St. Martin*s, on fome 
bufinefs ; fhe had on board cloatbing 
for a regiment of foldiers, military 
ftores and dry goods ; alfo, the whole 
furniture, plate, &c. of the Gover- 
nor of St. Auguftine, and feveral 
gentlemen, paflengers ; who, being 
aftiore one evening, Capt. Pinkham 
weighed anchor, and flood to fea, a/id 
is fafe arrived at North Carolina. 
Extra3 of a letter from Morris-Towx, 
March 20. 

" A Corporal and 4 privates of 
the Britifh grenadiers came over a 
few days ago, alfo a private of the 
71ft regiment* and fince that another 
grenadier; byinformation from them, 
and other concurrent tefHmony from 
New- York, General Howe's plan is, 
to march to Philadelphia by land, 
and, to facilitate the expedition, he 
has got a parcel of boats ready (to 
ferve for pontoons) to lay a bridge 
acrofs the Delaware ; in confequence 
thereof it h conjectured .General 
Wafhington will remove head quar- 
ters foon. 

A letter from New York, dated 
April 20, fays, " Provisions are ex- 
tremely dear at New York, beef at 
I4d fterling per pound by the quar- 
ter; nuitton and veal at iSd. butter 
at 4s. j d. a fcant two pound roll ; 
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.milk 7d.JierImg ftr quart; bread 
very dear, and all forts of poultry, 
which is now very fcarce ; cabbages, 
fmaU, from. 7d to 2od. a piece ; ijpl- 
nage at lod. and izd. for half a 
peck; three, four, and five eggs, for 
7d. and *very thing elfe in propor- 
tion ; fire wood, the common fort of 
•oak, at 4L currency, 45 s. fterling ptr 
cord; .coals three guineas and an half 
ftr chaldron, and before got in, half 
a guinea for carting, &c. more. 

The Indians have fcalped and 
killed about 50 of the rebels at a 
place called Sabbath Day Point on 
Lake George j and we hear that the 
£x nations are afTembling to make an 
expedition, in order to cure the New 
Englanders, who have caught the 
itch of rambling towards their coun- 
try. Great bodies of Indians are 
likewise expected to come over the 
Lakes with General Carleton from 
Canada. General Carleton has found 
means to fend advices, acrofs the 
coaatry, to General Howe; they 
.are dated the fecond-of April. He 
{ays, that the Americans have no 
force upon Lake Champlain, in con- 
ference of which he will embark on 
the 20th of May ; that they have 
2090 men at Ticonderoga, under Ge- 
neral Wayne ; that they have forti- 
fied the iilandis upon Lake George, 
where they have made themfelves 
very ftrongj and that as they have 
made South Bay totally impracti- 
cable to pafs, he does not expect to 
be at Albany till late in the ieafon. 
But he has fent General Frafer with 
the light infantry , Canadians and In- 
dians, by the Mohawk river, to make 
adiverfion in the rear of the Ameri- 
cans ; from which he expects great 
advantages. \ 

Bv his Excellency Sir WILLIAM 
' HOWE, Knight of the Moft Ho- 
nourable order of the Bath, one of 
His Majefty's Commiffioners for 
reftoring peace to the Colonies, 
General and Commander in Chief 
of all his Majesty's, forces within 



the Colonies lying on the Atlan- 
tic Ocean, from Nova-Scotia to 
Weft Florida, inclufive, Sec. Sec, 

PROCLAMATION. 
" Whereas for the more fpeedy 
and effectual fuppreulon of the un- 
natural rebellion iubfiiling in North- 
America, it has been thought proper 
to levy a number of Provincial troops, 
thereby affording to His Majefty'a 
faithful and well-difpofed fubjects, 
inhabitants of the Colonies, an op- 
portunity to co-operate in relieving 
themfelves from the miferies atten- 
dant on anarchy and tyranny, and 
reftoring the bleffings of peace and 
order with juft and lawful govern- 
ment: as a reward for the prompti- 
tude and zeal wherewith his Majes- 
ty's faithful fubjects have entered into 
the corps now raifmg, and as a fur- 
ther encouragement to others to fol- 
low their laudable example, I do 
hereby, in confequence of authority 
to me given by his Majefty, promiie 
and engage, That all perfons who 
have, or do hereafter, inlift into any 
of the faid Provincial corps, to ftrv& 
for two years, or during the prefent 
war in North- America, and ihall 
continue faithfully to £crvc in any 
of the faid corps agreeable to fuch 
their engagements, ihall, after being 
reduced or dilbanded, obtain, ac- 
cording to their reipe&ive ftations, 
grants of the following quantities of 
vacant lands in the Colonies wherein 
their corps have been or ihall be raifed, 
or in fuch other Colony as his Ma- 
jelty (hall think fit— —Every non- 
commiffioned-officer, 200 acres ; every 
private foldier, 50 acres. 

" The fame to be granted to fuch 
of the faid non-commiifioned officers 
an4 foldiers as {hall personally apply 
for die fame, by the Governor or the 
refpedive Colonies, without fee or 
reward, fubjeft at the expiration of 
ten years to the fame quit rents as 
other lands are futyeft to in the pro- 
vince within which they (hall be 
granted, aid fubjeft to the fame 
5 conditions 
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Conditions of cultivation and im- 
provement. 

' '* Given under my Hand, at 
Head Quarters in New York, 
thisiiftday of April, 1777. 
W. HOWE." 
By His Excellency's Command, 

Robert Mackevsie, Sec. 

Copy of a letter wrote to Sir Wil- 
liam Howe by Lieutenant Colonel 
•Archibald Campbell, and by him 
forwarded through the hands of the 
Council at Bofton, 

*' Sir, Concent Gaof, \\Feb. 1777. 

** After the fubjeel of my firft 
epiftle to your Excellency, when the 
fortune of war had placed me in the 
hands of the Americans, you will 
think it ftrange that at this period I 
fhould be compelled to exhibit fenti- 
ments fo diametrically oppofite, and 
yet equally confluent with truth. 

* c Your Excellency was informed 
on that occafioh, that I had received 
from thofe who took me, and from 
the controlling power at Bofton, 
every 'mark of humanity, and treat- 
ment fuitable to my rank ; but t am 
"perfuaded you are yet a ftranger to 
the return, which at this hour I ex- 
perience, after a well meant endea- 
vour to fupprefs, what but too often 
happens in civil controverfy— -the 
chance of ill-grounded reprefentation. 

" Scarce eight days had elapfed 
after the period of my firft addrefs, 
when I found myfelf ftripped of half 
my private property, the very necef- 
faries- of life ; and I have been lately 
informed, that the fide arms of my 
officers have actually been difpofed of, 
notwithftanding they were honourably 
reftored to them by the captors : I 
was however fent upon my parole of 
honour to Reading as an Officer, 
where I refided till the firft of this 
month ; during which time it was 
even beyond the power of malevolent 
afperfion to charge my condu$ juftly 
- with impropriety, 

lv On the ill of February I was 
committed by an order of Corigrefs, 
through the Council of Bofton, to 



the common gaol of Concord, inti- 
mating for a reafon, that your Ex- 
cellency had refufed to exchange Ge- 
neral Lee for fix Field Officers (of 
whom I happened to be one) and that 
your Excellency had put that officer 
under cuftody of the Provoft. 

" How far it may be confiftent to 
ill-treat an officer, becaufe his com- 
mander does not choofe to accept tif 
a proffered barter of that nature, is 
left to reafon, and future confe- 
quences to decide, efpecially when it 
is confidered that there is no perfonal 
charge againft that officer, and the 
public faith and honour of America 
was pledged for his being treated as a 
gentleman. 

" With refpe& to your Excel- 
lency's treatment of General Lee, I 
can fcarcely think it fimilar to mine; 
but that you may be able with the 
more precifion to decide on that 
point, I (hall briefly ftate my preient 
unmerited condition. 

" I am lodged in a dungeon of 
twelve or thirteen feet fquare, whofo 
fides are black with the greafe and 
litter of fucceflive criminals. Two 
doors, with double locks and bolts, 
fhut me up from the yard, with an 
exprefs prohibition to enter it, either 
for my health, or the neceflary calls 
of nature. / 

" Two fmall windows, ftrongly 
grated with iron, introduce a gloomy 
Iightto the apartment, and thefe are 
at this hour without a ftngle pane of 
glafs, although the feafon for froft 
andfnowis actually in the extreme. 
In the corner of the cell, boxed up 
with the partition, ftands a necefFary 
houfe, which does not feem to have 
been emptied fince its firft appropria- 
tion to this convenience of malefac- 
tors. A loathfome black hole, de- 
corated with a pair of fixed chains, is 
granted me for my inner apartment; 
from whence a felon was but the mo- 
ment before removed, to make way 
for your humble fervant, and in 
which his litter and excrement to this 
hour remains, ...... 

" The 
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" The attendance of a angle fer- 
vant on my perfon is alfo denied me, 
and every vifit from a friend pofitively 
refufed. In fhort, Sir, was a fire to 
take place in any chamber of the gaol . 
which ii all of wood, the chimney 
flacks excepted, I might periih in die 
flames before the. gaoler could go 
through the ceremony of unbolting 
doors; although, ..to do him juftke 
in his ftation, I really think him a 
man of humanity. His houfe is fo 
remote from the gaol, that any call 
from within, efpecially if the wind is 
high, might belong of reaching him 

** Thus have I ftated to your Ex- 
cellency the particulars of my fitua- 
tion. How far I had a claim to expecY 
it, reafon and propriety will dictate, 

" I have the honour to be with 
great reipec~l, SIR, 

** Your Excellency's moll faithful, 
ff And moil obedient 
" Humble fcrvant, 
(Signed) Arch. Campbell, 

Lieut. Col. of the 71ft regiment." • 
His ExctUtncy Central Houe, &c» 

Extras efa Utter from Bofion* Jan. 5. 
" I am forry to inform you that 
we have been compelled, contrary to 
our inclinations, to deprive Colonel 
Campbell of that liberty with which 
he has been indulged ever fince his 
xaptivity. If he feels a melancholy 
change in his fituation^ he mull thank 
his friends for it. We have at all 
times (hewn the ftrongefl difpofition 
to foften the miferies of war. Hu- 
manity wilr, I trufl, mark the cha- 
racter of an American as ilrongly as 
a determined and virtuous oppofition 
to tyranny. But humanity carried 
beyond a certain point, degenerates 
jnto weaknefs. The conduct of our 
enemies not only j unifies feverity, but 
makes it fometimes abfolutely necet- 
fary. Their behaviour, to Colonel 
Ethan Allen, their conduct at the 
Cedars, the murders committed by 
the Indians, at their infligation, upon 



. defencelefs women and children on 
* our frontiers, with innumerable other 
initances of, their barbarity which 
could be produced, .exhibit fufficient 
proofs of the malignity of their hearts. , 
Long experience has taught us, that 
the moll powerful arguments make 
no impreflion oh them. What then 
mufl be done ? Mufl we fuller their 
cruelties to be wantonly and repeat- 
edly exercifed with impunity? As 
they have {hewn, themfelves deaf to 
the voice of reafon, retaliation is the 
only means of redrefs left in our 
power : this may perhaps bring them 
to a proper fenfe of their duty, and 
reflrain them from future violence. 
The Congrefs, as foon as they were 
informed of the capture of General 
Lee, offered, according to the laws 
of war, to exchange fix Field Officers 
for him : Colonel Campbell was one 
of the number. This propofal was 
rejected by Gen. Howe, and General 
Lee was put into clofe confinement. 
It was faid likewife, that on account 
of the King's perfonal difliketohim, 
he was to be tried and executed as a 
deferter. The Congrefs immediately 
ordered the fix Field Officers to be 
put into confinement. They have 
informed themfelves minutely of the 
nature of General Lee's imprifon- 
ment, and thefe .officers are kept pre- 
cifely in th<* fame flate. If any violence 
is ottered to the American General, 
whatever may be the pretence, their 
lives mufl be anfwerable for it. The 
following refolution of the Congrefs 
will fhew Colonel Campbell's friends 
what they are to expeft, if the Mi- 
niflry dare to put their threats againft 
General Lee into execution : 

Refolved, That if the enemy ihall 
commit any violences, by putting to 
death, or otherwife ill-treating the 
prifoners retained by them, recourft 
be had to retaliation, as the fole 
means of popping the progrefs of 
human butchery ; and for that pur- 
pofe, that punifhments of the lame 
kind and degree be inflicted on the 
S 2 prifonert 
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pri&ners in our pqfleffion, till the 
enemy fhall be taught the refpecY- 
due to the violated rights of na- 
tions. By order of the Congrefs, 

Signed, J 0I * N Hancock, 

Ntwiern, {North Carolina) Jan. 14. 
On Friday Iaft his Excellency 
Richard Cafwell, Efq.' Governor of* 
this State, arrived here. He was met 
about fix miles from town by about 
thirty gentlemen on. horfeback, who 
accompanied him to Newbern, the 
bells ringing as foon as he entered 
the town. Being conducted to Mr. 
Edward Wrenford's tavern, where a 
handfome collation was prepared, he 
received from the Continental officers 
and foldiers (drawn up for the pur- 
pofe) a falute with fmall arms; the 
fort, Perinfylvania Farmer, and the 
other veffels in the harbour, fired 
many guns, under a difplay of the 
colours of the United States, and in 1 
the evening the town was handfomely 
llluminatea. 

On Monday the 13 th inftant the 
inhabitants of the town aflembled, 
and waited upon his Excellency with 
a congratulatory addrefs. 

Williamsburg, January 31. 
Jixtrafi of a letter from Sir John 
Peyton of Gloucejler county y to the 
Hon. John Page, Efq. Prtfident of 
.the Council, dated Jan. 28, 1777. 
*' I have feen Mr. Edward Hughes, 
who was taken by the enemy laft 
Wednefday. He informs me there 
are three Ihips '"in the bay, a 60, 50, 
and a 3 6 gun frigate, under the com- 
mand of Commodore Hotham. He 
brought with him the indofe4 ; and 
if it is proper' that an exchange mould 
be made, mall be much obliged to' 
you for your intereft in bringing it 
about as foon as pbffible. Mr. Hughes 
gives great praife to the Commodore 
for his generous and humane behavi- 
our, who, after being informed of the 
circumftances of Hughes's family, &c. 
gave him his boat, with almoft every 
thing in her, detaining a Negro, 
which 'he faid he underftood was a" to- 
lerable pilot, butaftured him, at the 



fame time, he mould be returned as 
foon as he got a fetter ; that he dici 
not mean to diftrefs individuals, who 
induftrioufly were goirfg from river 
to river to fupport their families*.— ; 
Hughes understood they : were to 
cruize here, and expect 7 or 8 fail 
more every day." 

To Sir John Peyton-, North- Rhver. : 
On hard the Jfnf Pr$Jt&n t 

" Sir, Jan.zzy 1777. 

" This will inform yon, that I 
had the misfortune to. be taken by the ' 
above-mentioned (hip on Monday the ' 
20th inftant; and as I undefftand: 
there are a great manyprifonerein 
in Baltimore, beg your intereft for' 
an exchange, which I believe the 
Commodore will agree to. There 
are feveral other priibnexs on board 
who join me in this requeft; 
I am, Sir, 
Your moft obedient fervaat, 
Willtam Seon."'' 
To the ahoue letter the Commodore fuB- 
joined the following lines. 

€t Having on board the fquadron- 
under my command a number of -pri- 
foners, I fhall be ready to exchange 
them, if any any perfbn"b*S duly au- 
thorized to treat with me forfuch ex- 
change. W. Hotham." 

By command of the Commodore, 
Titus Livi^, Sec, 
Prefton, in Chefapeak Bay, 
Jan. 25, 1777. 

Narrative of the proceedings of Com- 
modore Net ham, in the P'rejlon man 
of <war % Jince his departure from 
Rhode- IJland, in January laft, in a 
letter J rom an officer on hoard to his 
relation in London. 

Ninv-Tork, April 15. 
" We failed from Rhode-Ifland 
the 13th of January, and arrived the 
26th ditto, in Lynn Haven Bay, neaf 
St. James's River, Virginia, and ori 
running into the Bay, we fell in with 
a floop, fired a gun at her, fenr Our 
boats on board, and J took her. She 
was from St. Euilatia, laden with 40 
hogfheads of rum, and baliafted with 

fait.. 
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fait. We then ran, further up the 
Bay, to -Point Comfort, where we 
perceived a rebel privateer and feveral 
floops : on feeing us they got on their 
ways, ran the fhip on more, and 
pnfhed the reft on into fhoal water. 
We then came to an anchor, and not 
hoiftifrg any colours, they could not 
tell what to make of us, but fent a 
privateer floop to reconnoitre; at 
whom, after firing fome mot, we fent 
our boats- on board and took her. 
The Commodore fent a Lieutenant, 
with 40 feainen, and a Lieutenant 
with 24 marines on board her, with 
orders to attack the privateer and fhip. 
On our approach the former made off, 
but the fhip we boarded, took 15 
prifoners, and found her to be laden 
with 600 hogmeads of tobacco. She 
is a new fhip, called the Farmer, 
bound from Baltimore for Nantz. 
Next day our boats boarded and took 
a fmall boat of the enemy*s, having, 
on board 10 barrels of flour, and 
130L of their paper currency. 

** The Farmer, our rich prize, 
went under the fame convoy, com- 
manded by Lieutenant Graves of the 
navy. On the 14th of March we 
took a fmall veflel, with a quantity 
of limes on board ; and next day we 
failed for the Delaware, but on our 
arrival at the mouth of that river, a 
violent gale of wind came on, and 
drove us to fea, where we were rol- 
ling fbr three weeks, during which 
time we took three fmall prizes, 
which we funk, and a fecond time 
attempted the Delaware, and finally 
came to an anchor in that river : 
next morning 'we perceived a large 
ftiip ftanding in ; on feeing us me 
fleered up another channel, where 
the water being fhoal, could not fol- 
low her, we therefore fent our tender 
to attack her; upon which all the 
people abandoned the fhip, after en- 
deavouring to run her afhore, but 
our men got on board juft time to 
{ave her. She proved' to be laden 
with gunpowder, arms, lead, &c. 



from France; to the rebels Jhe was. 
computed to be 40,000!. but to ui 
(he is not worth more than 3000I. 

« The 1 cth of March we fell irk 
with two fcnooners, one French, the 
other an American, both of which 
we made prizes of; and the fame day 
fent the Daphne to convoy the fhip 
and two fchooncrs to New-York ; they 
were both laden with rum and mo- 
lafTes ; immediately upon parting we 
defcried another fail, gave chace, 
and took her, which proved to be a 
brig from Philadelphia to Cape Fran-. 
cois, belonging to a Frenchman, 
having on board 707 barrels of flour, 
which we fent immediately to New- 
York ; two days after we chaced an- 
other brig, and took her, bound from. 
Nantucket with only 1 o hogfheads of 
fugar and 50 barrels of oil ; the for- 
mer were took our, but the latter 
with the veflel we funk. 

" The day after we funk a rebel 
fchooner laden with flour, which we 
were obliged to do, it blowing fo 
hard a gale that we could not get 
pofTeffion of her, and taking advan- 
tage of the wind, we in a few days 
reached New-York, which was avery 
defirable object, as you may judge 
when I tell you that we fent to the 
hofpital about 100 feamen, and 45. 
marines, all very ill of the fcurvy." 
Extradl of a Utter from an Enghjh 
GentUman at Afartinico, dated 
March 21 , to one of the owners of 
Venus y bound to Grenada, <whicb was 
taken and carried into Martiuico. 
" The French enjoy all the ad- 
vantages of a war, without any of 
the inconveniences ; prizes are brought 
in here every day by privateers, who 
call themfelves Americans, but are 
in reality French property, manned;' 
by French, Spaniards, &c. Guinea- 
men are their principal objects, which 
they frequently fall in with. Above 
a dozen have been already brought 
in here and fold, with their cargoes, 
from ten to twelve Joei a head. I 
have been here this week pall, en- 
deavouring 
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devouring to recover a floop of mine, 
with fifty-four new Negroes, taken 
by a floop belonging to this ifland, 
under American colours; flie had 
French papers, and notwithftanding 
I have proved her to be French pro- 
perty, the General abfolutety refufed 
to give her up, merely becaufe he 
fuppofed her having cleared out at 
Grenada for Tobago: fuch injuft'ee 
never was heard tof ; for fuppofe her 
Englifh property, and the floop an 
American, this is a neutral rx>rt, and 
can afford no Court of Admiralty for 
the condemnation of their prizes; in 
ihort, nothing but a war can flop 
their iniquitous proceedings* 

' ** Your brig, the Venus, Capt. 
Sharp, was taken the 1 8th inft. clofe 
in with St. Vincent, on her way to 
Grenada, by a floop belonging to 
Mr. Fregent, of this ifland, but un- 
der American colours, named the Re- 
taliation, Capt. Ord, (the only 
American on board her.) The Ve- 
nus made a noble defence, and had 
it not been for boarding, would not 
have furrendered; flie fought the 
floop three hours, and even when 
boarded, would not ftrikc. Mr. Wil- 
fon, the fupercargo, was fhot through 
the body by a piftol, of which wound 
it'is thought he will die; three others 
were terribly wounded with cutlafTes, 
J have done all in my power to (erve 
them, and made Mr. Pregent pro- 
jaife, that when they can be removed, 
they ihall be fent to fome of the En- 
glim iflands. The Venus is lying in 
a bay about a league from hence ; I 
fhould cla'm her as Englifli property, 
did I think it would avail any thing, 
but I lenow it would not. The Go- 
vernor, on my too peremptorily de- 
manding the floop snd Negroes to be 
reftored, told me, that had I not 
brought him a letter from Lcr4 
M'Cartney, (our Governor at Gre- 
nada) he would lodge me twenty- 
four hours, in the common gaol fcr 
Thy temerity," 

Bbfion % Nt<w England* JprrI 24. A 
{cw days rgo ar ired in this city, a 



number of troops from the Weftward, 
which makes our army here amount 
to 10,327 effective men. This morn- 
ing the Provincial brig of War, Hi- 
bernia, Mofes Fofter, commander, 
arrived from Curacoa, with a cargo 
of mufkets, piftols, cannon-balls, 
powder, &c. She was chaced to the 
mouth of the harbour by an Engliih 
fhip of war of 20 guns. 

Charlts-Town* Afril 28. Yefterday 
morning arrived the Oriflame, of 40 
guns, and a Xebeque of 18 guns: 
they both came from St. Maloes, are 
laden with cloathing for the Provin- 
cial army, faltpetre, pole-axes, and 
a, quantity of grape-fhot. They were 
both purchafed by fome American 
gentlemen now in France, for the 
fervice of the Congrefs. 
ExtraS 0/ a letter fr*m Barbaioes % 
April 4. 

ft In England you will fcarcely 
believe that the French and Dutch 
Iflands now fupply the Englifh 
Iflands in the Weft-Indies with many 
articles, and particularly provifions. 
It is thus accounted for : the Ame- 
ricans carry goods to thofe foreign 
markets, from whence we are glad 
to purchafe them at an advanced 
price." 

The following letter was fent to 
the mailer of the Merchants-Hall irt 
Briftol, from the Chamber of Com- 
merce in Liverpool : 

Chamber of Commerce^ Liverpool 9 
May 28. 

" By various accounts from diffe- 
rent perfons and places, undoubted 
intelligence has been received here, 
of fome illegal and dangerous prac- 
tices carried on by the French in the 
Weft-Indies. 

" A veflel belonging to this place 
with flaves, cane-wood and ivory, has 
been carried into St. Lucia by a 
French floop of 10 guns and co men, 
faid to be owned by Mr. Bligera, a 
merchant in Martinico. The floop 
had only one Engliihman on board, 

who 
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who was honoured with the (tile of 
Captain, but the actual commander 
and his officers, were French, and 
the crew all French, or other fo- 
reigners. 

" The Venus, Captain Sharpe, of 
and from Whitehaven for Grenada, 
was taken after a gallant defence of 
three hours, by a privateer belonging 
to Martinico, manned with French, 
Portuguefe, and Spaniards, having 
only an American for mailer. Many 
others are fitting out on this plan, 
both at Martinico and Guadaloupe ; 
.the Congrefs agents have blank com- 
miflions, which they fill up there, 
and are very liberal of them. Thefe 
proceedings appear to us fo very 
ruinous to the trade of Great-Britain, 
that it has been determined to bring 
the bufinefs before Parliament by 
petition. We mall efteem ourfelves 
happy, if honoured with the concur- 
rence of the merchants of Briftol in 
our intended application. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Dobson, Prefident. 
To Htnry Garnttt % Efq* 
Mafl$r cfthe MtrcbAnU-ball, BriJl$L 

MxtraS of a Utttrfnm Natttx, May 27, 
" The Concord, from Charles- 
Town, which arrived here about a 
fortnight fince with a loading of rice, 
indigo, &c. yefterday had a public 
fale, when every thing fold remark- 
ably cheap ; indigo went at two mil- 
lings and two-pence, Englifh, per 
lb. which in London would fetch 
four millings and fucpence, or five 
/hillings. Rice, and every thing elfe, 
fold very badly, but then it muft be 
remembered, that they went for ready 
money only, confequently few only 
could be buyers, and they indeed 
will make more than cent, per cent, 
by their bargains ; the quantity of 
goods by this channel overftocks the 
market, and were it not for orders 
from England, and other parts, they 
would not find a fufEcient vent for 
their goods. 



ExtraS sf m Utttr fr$m Gmrnffjf 
Jun* 5. 

An American privateer of twelve 
guns came into tliis road yefterday 
morning ; tacked about on the firing 
of the guns from the Cattle, and juA 
off the Ifland took a large brig bound 
for this port, which they have fince 
carried into Cher burgh. She had 
the impudence to fend her boat in 
the duflc of the evening to a little 
ifland oft* here, called Jetto, and un- 
luckily carried off the Lieutenant of 
Northey's Independent Company 
here, with the garrifon Adjutant, 
who were fh 00 ting rabbits for their 
diveriion. Two gentlemen of con- 
fequence. are gone to Cherburgh to 
demand them. The poor pilferers "|pt 
nothing but fix orfeven little Guinea 
pigs made into a pye for the gentle- 
men's dinner, ana a few bottles of 
claret, though the brig they took is 
valued at 7000I. belonging to 'Squire 
T upper ? 

The following letter was fent to 
Mefl*. Wakefield, Pratt, and Myers, 
Merchants, in the city of London : 

Admiralty Offict* Ma$ zo. 

" Gentlemen, Having laid before 
my Lords Commiffioners of the 
Admiralty the Memorial of the 
Merchants Importers of Linen front 
Ireland, defiring that they will give 
protection to the linen mips bound 
from Newry to England, and that 
the convoy may likewife call at Dub- 
lin for fach mips as may be there, I 
am commanded by their Lordfhips to 
acquaint you, that they have ordered 
his Majefty'* cutter the Efther to pro-s 
ceed immediately to Belfatt and New- 
ry, to convoy the trade to England 
from thofe ports to Dublin, where 
the Wafp Hoop is ordered to be 111 
readincfs to convoy, in conjunction 
with the faid cutter, fuch trade, and 
any other, which may be there bpund 
.to England, and ready to fail, which 
they are to fee fafe into the Englifh 
Channel, to the eafhvard of the Li- 

zaxd; 
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«ard, and then to return to Dublin, 
and to continue to convoy the linen 
fhips in like manner, till further or- 
ders, lam alfo to inform you, that 
another floop, and two more cutters, 
are appointed to cruize, till further 
orders, between the LandVEnd and 
the coaft of Ireland, in the track of 
the trade pafling that way, for their 
greater fecurity and protection. I 
am, Gentlemen, your humble fer- 
vant, 

George Jackson, D. S." 

[In no former war, not even in 
any of the wars with France and 
Spain, the linen veflels from Ireland 
were ever convoyed.] 

The following is a copy of a Let- 
ter which the Lord Mayor of Dublin 
received from the Right Hon. Richard 
Heron, fecretary to his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. His 
Lordfhip directed the fame to be 
jmblrfhed in the Papers, and ported 
in the CofFee-Houfe for the infor- 
mation of the Merchants and Tra- 
ders. 

Dublin- Caftky May 2 4, J 7 7 7 • 
" My Lord, 

" His Excellency, my Lord Lieu- 
tenant having this day received a 
letter, dated the ic;thinftant, from 
Lord Weymouth, HisMajefty's Prin- 
cipal Secretary of State, acquainting 
his Excellency that his Majefty's 
^Ships Boyne and Belleifle, both 
third rates, are now cruizing between 
Cape Clear and Uftiant ; and that 
two cutters are ordered to cruize be- 
tween the Land's End and the coait 
of Ireland; and that another floop 
and cutter are appointed a Handing 
convoy for the Linen Ships, and 
other Trade, from Dublin to Eng- 
: land; befides which, feveral of his 
"Majefty's Ihips and veflels are crni- 
. zing to the Weftward: I am com- 
manded by his Excellency to give 
your Lordfhip this early informa- 
tion thereof, and to defire that your 
Lordfhip will be pleafed canfe the 
fame to be communicated to the 
Merchants and Traders of this city, 



in fuch manner as yourLordflup fhall 
think proper. I have the honour to 
be, my Lord, your Lordlhip's moft 
obedient, humble fervaht, 

Richard Heron." 
Extraft of a letter from Watvforii 
May 25. 

" We have advices here from Sliga, 
Ballyfliannon, and Killybeggs, that 
three flout American privateers were 
feen laft week about eight leagues 
Weft and by North from the ifland 
called Rofles, off the coaft of Done- 
gall, to pick up the fhips bound from 
Greenock or Glafgow to America 
or the Weft-Indies. A filherman of 
Weft-port, in the county of IWayo, 
faw them; they wanted to have 
fooke with him, but the poor fellow 
mppofed they wanted his fifh, and 
not thinking they would pay him for 
it, the wind being right on fhore, he 
pufhed for it, and left them." 
Extrm8 of a htttr from Bsniry, 
May 26. 

" We have juft had a meflenger here 
from Beerhaven, with an account 
that an American privateer of 16 
guns, and full of men, j>ut in their 
for water and frefh provifions ; ihe 
ftaid near ten hours, and paid for 
every thing." 

Wbitehavtn^ in England, May 22. 
Yefterday evening arrived here, un- 
der the command of Mr. Stuart, a 
large fhip, formerly belonging to 
London, but, being taken by an 
American privateer, was fold to Mer- 
cer and Schenk, Merchants in Phi- 
ladelphia, who (as will appear par- 
ticularly l>y the following letter) fent 
her to Virginia* agreeable po a char- 
ter of the Continental Congrefs. 

The Mercer, at that time com- 
manded by Nathaniel Dowfe, left 
Cape Henry the 14th of April laft, 
having on board 490 hoglheads of 
tobacco, the property of the Conti- 
nental Congrefs, 16 hogfheads be- 
longing to the owners, a quantity of 
fuftick, flour, an,d fome other arti- 
cles, with which Captain Dowfe 

was 
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was ordered to proceed on his voyage 
to Bourdeaux, in France. They 
were in all 18 perfons on board, 16 
of whom were Englifh, Scotch, or 
Irifh (four of them belonged to 
Whitehaven, two to Workington, 
and one to Harrington) who had been 
prifoners in America. 

Such a fuperiority in number foon 
fuggefted the thought of taking the 
charge of the veffel from Capt. 
Dowfe and his mate ; the fcheme was 
concerted, and on the 5th of May 
inft. at ten P.M. in Lat. 46. 10. 
Long. 25. 53 while the Captain was 
in bed, they informed the mate (who 
had the watch) of their intention, 
feized the Captain's papers, altered 
the courfe from E. by S. to N. E. 
by N. declared Mr. Stuart their com- 
mander, Whitehaven the port of 
their deftiriation, where they arrived 
(as before mentioned) amidft the joy- 
ful acclamations of numbers. 

An exprefs was immediately fent 
off to London ; the Officers of the 
Cuftoms have taken the vefTel into 
their poflefHon, and this morning 
the Englifh flag was hoifted above, 
the Thirteen Stripes of the Colo- 
nies. 

Captain Nicholas de Moulpied, 
of the Betty, of Guernfey, is come 
paffenger in the above veflel; his 
fhip was taken by the Americans the 
1 2th of Auguft, 1776, and carried 
into Dartmouth. 

Capt. Dowfe is 63 years of age, 
had four fine houles deftroyed at 
Charles-Town, near Bofton, and had 
the remainder of his property, (except 
Bunker's Hill, which belonged to 
him) in this fhip. 
To Mejf. Samuel and J, H. Delaf, 
Merchants in Bourdeaux. 
Philadelphia, March 14, 1777. 
, " This will be delivered to you by 
Capt. Nathaniel Dowfe, Commander 
of our fhip Mercer. She brings you 
a load of tobacco for account of the 
Honourable Continental Congrefs, 
for which you are to receive 13I. 10s, 
tterling per ton of four hogfheads. 



** We have alfb ordered our friend 
Benjamin Harrifon, jun, Efq. of 
Virginia, to fhip in her, on our ac- 
count, a few hogfheads of tobacco, 
with fome flour and lumber to be 
flowed in the vacancies of the hogs* 
heads, which be pleafed to make the 
moft of. Alfo fell the fhip, if you 
can get for her what you think her 
value. We gave 1700!. flerling for 
her, and thought her cheap, being 
well found, a new veflel, and neatly 
finifhed. If you canr.ot fell her, 
employ her on freight, and in the 
befl manner you can cover in the 
property. 

" Our inductions to Capt. Dowfe 
are to leave the fhip in your care, and 
make the beft of his way home, with, 
all the crew on board : in which yoa 
will be pleafed to afSft him, as they 
are all in high wages. 
' *' But in cafe France has declared 
war againft Great Britain, or if there 
is any certainty of fuch an event 
taking place, than purchafe for us 3 
fmall fall-failing veflel, of about 30 
tons, to carry four three pounders, flx 
or eight fwivels, and a few good 
fmall arms, and put in her to the 
value of 600I. fterling of the articles 
hereafter mentioned, and give the 
command either to Capt. Dowfe, of 
the Mercer ; Capt. Mercrie, of the 
Polly; Capt. Peter Callas, of the 
Moor; or Capt. Thomas Chartwright* 
of the Two Friends ; whichever may 
arrive with you firft. They all failed 
for Virginia much at one time, from 
Boflon, to take in their cargoes. 

** What money after this remains 
in your hands for ,the freight, nett 
proceeds of the veflel, the fuflick and 
other goods, on our account, retain 
in your hands until further orders, 
except one feventh, which pay to 
Mefl'. Pye, Richard, and Wilkinfon, 
Merchants in Amfterdam, for account 
of Archibald and John Blair, fubjeel 
to the order of Archibald Blair. 

" Do not advance Capt. Dowfe, or 
any of our captains or crews, any 
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money, but what 13 absolutely ne- 
ceflary for the prefent fupport, as it 
is-more advantage to us to pay them 
in Bofton* 

" We had like to have forgot to 
defire you to fend the veflel, and 
goods ordered, back to Bofton or 
Portfmouth, which be pleafed to at- 
tend to. It will give us pleafure to 
hear from you, and to render you 
any fervice in our power. If you 
meet with an opportunity to the eaft- 
w.ard, direct our letters to the care 
of, Mr. Thomas Ruffel, Merchant 
in Bofton, Mr. John Duffield in Vir- 
ginia, or to any of your friends in 
that quarter. 

«» We are, Gentlemen, your very 
Humble fervants, 

" Mercer & Schenk." 

Return cf the cargo, iool. fterling 
jefuits bark, 300I. in good bohea 
tea, beft quality, iool. in pins, u>oL 
in gold and fdver lace for the mili- 
tary. 

With as much fine white fait in 
barrels as will put herirt a good fet 
ofballaft. 

P. S. While Capt. Dowfe is dif- 
charging, get the fmall veflel and 
goods in readinefs, as dispatch is the 
life of bufmefs ; and as the other vef- 
fels arrive, purchafe a fmall veflel for 
each of the captains and crews, and 
put in each to the fame amount, \pi. 
$ool. fterling in goods fortcd agree- 
able to the above, 

Mercer &Schbnk. 

[This veflel was formerly called 
TheEarlofErroL] 

The Prince of Orange packet, 
mentioned in tbe lift of veflels taken 
in. page 109, was carried into Dun- 
kirk. The fmugglers at Dunkirk 
were exceedingly offended with the 
bringing the packet into that port. 
They faid it would occafion fome 
Engliih frigates, or armed veflels, to 
be ftationed off that port, which 
would greatly obftrucl their trade ; 
and a defperate quarrel enfued be- 
tween thera and the crew of the Ame- 



rican privateer, which had taken and 
brought in the packer. Upon this, 
the Commandant of Dunkirk put 
put them all in prifon, together with 
Cunningham, the Captain of the 
privateer. As foon as advice of the 
capture reached London, Lord Stor- 
mont, the Engliih miniiter at Paris, 
prefented to the French miniftry a 
memorial, in which he affirmed that 
the pretended privateer was no other 
than a pirate, and requefted upon 
that ground the reftoration of the 
prize. Cunningham being in con- 
finement, no anfwer was imme- 
diately given. . The privateer had 
been fitted out at Dunkirk, but it 
was not known for what purpofe ; 
which, and fome other irregularities 
in Cunningham's conduct, were fup- 
pofed to be the caufe of complying 
with the ambaflador's reqireft. How- 
ever, upon nicer and further ex- 
amination, the French court were fo 
well fatisfied, that Cunningham and 
his „ crew were in a ftiort time after 
releafed from their confinement. 

BruftUy June 9. We are well in- 
formed that Mr. Cunningham-, Cap^ 
tain of the American privateer the 
Surprife, fent the mail (with the 
letters from London of the 29th of 
April laft) which he took in the- 
Prince of Orange Packet, to Dr. 
Franklin at Paris. 
ExtraS of a letter from tbe Poflmafler 

at Harwich, June 1 4, /* the PoJf» 

mafttr General* at London* 

" The matter of a fiftring-fmack, 
arrived here laft night from Dun- 
kirk, acquaints me, that he faw 
Cunningham and his crew at large 
on Thurfday laft, and they were pro- 
ving carriage guns, in order to be 
put on board a large cutter of i 30 
tons ; that (he was to be navigated by 
French failors to Havre, and that 
Cunningham and the crew were go- 
ing over land, in order to fit her 
for fea. He alfo declared, that he 
faw a brig in Dunkirk road, that 
had got on board the powder, fmall 
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arms, ammunition, &c. for the faid 
<mtter, which is painted blue and 
yellow, which was built for the 
Smuggling trade, and reported to be 
a faft failer ; that Cunningham tokl 
him the guns proving were for his 
ufe on board the faid ve/Tel ; that 
ihe faid he would foon have another 
Harwich boat, which he did not 
in the leaft fear but he mould make 
-a legal prize, which alfb was con- 
£rmed by the crew the fame evening 
at a publick houfe. I thought pro- 
per togive you this intelligence, and 
jnake no doubt of neceflary Heps be- 
ing taken to put a ftop to the pro- 
ceedings of this daring pirate. She 
is to mount 20 carnage guns, and to 
have 50 or 60 men. 

" I am, Sir, your's, 
" James ClemiiNts." 
{This litter was fint to LlyodU Coffee- 
Houfe by A. Todd, Efq. Secretary 
U4be Poft-mafter General.] 

Whitehall \ June c, 1777. 
ExtraS 9/ a letter from General Sir 
William Howe to Lord George Ger- 
tnaine, dated at Neiv-Tork the z^ih of 
April y rectivedby the Mercury Packet. 
" Though no material occurrence 
has paired fince the departure of the 
Le Defpencer Packet on the jith 
inftant; yet, being defirous your 
Lordftiip mould early receive the du- 
plicates of my laft difpatches, in cafe 
of an accident happening to the ori- 
ginals, I fend them by the Mercury 
Packet, with orders to flop at Rhode- 
Iiland for Lord Percy, which will 
caufe very little delay to her paftage. 
" Lord Corn wallis, ever watchful to 
■take advantages of the enemy's fitu- 
ation, furprized and defeated, on the 
13th inft. at break of day, a corps of 
the Rebels at Bound Brook, killed 
30, and took between 80 and 90 
prifoners, including officers, with 3 
brafs field pieces. The General Of- 
cer commanding there very narrowly 
efcaped being of the number. The 
Jois on our part was only .3 yagers, 



and 4 fbldiers of the light infantry 
flightly wounded. 

*' A detached corps of troops, con- 
fitting of 1800 rank and file, having 
embarked in tranfports, proceeded 
from hence yefterday, with 6 field 
pieces, under the command of Go- 
vernor Tryon, who has accepted of 
the rank of Major-General of Pro- 
vincials. The defign is to deflroy a 
large magazine of provifions and mi- 
litary ftores formed by the enemy at 
Danb*ury, fn Connecticut. Briga- 
dier-General Agnewand Sir William 
Erflune are upon this fervke, the na- 
val part of which is under the con- 
duct of Captain Duncan, commander 
of his Majefty's fhip Eagle. It is 
fuppofed that the debarkation mould 
be made at or near Norwalk, which 
is 20 miles to the Southward of Dan- 
bury ; and I hope to have the honour 
of reporting to your Lordfhip the 
fuccefs of this expedition in my^ next 
difpatch." 

Earl Percy, who arrived in the 
above Packet, from Rhode-Ifland, 
,has communicated to Lord George 
Ger maine the following copy of a 
letter to his Lordfhip from Captain 
Hutchinfon, his Aid de Camp : 

On hoard the Mercury Packet, Long* 
IfiandZojund % April 30, 1 777. 

" My Lord, 

" Having on Monday evening laft, 
on my way through the Sound, fallen 
in with Major-General , Tryon's de- 
tachment, which he was then re-em- 
barking at Norwalk Bay, I was in- 
duced to go on board the Senegal to 
receive the General's commands, and 
if poffible to learn, for your Lord- 
fhip's information, the fuccefs of (o 
important an expedition. The fleet 
being under way by the time I got on 
board, the General had juft time to 
defire me to inform your Lordfhip 
that he had fucceeded beyond his ex- 
pectations, having compleatly de- 
ilrdyed two principal magazines be- 
longing to the Rebels at Danbury 
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and Ridgefield, confuting of provi- 
sions and other military ftores, fuch 
as rum, tents, waggons, harnefs, 
made-up ammunition, hofpital me- 
dicines, and cloathing ; and - that 
with the lofs of very few men. That 
he had met with little oppofition on 
his way to Danbury, but on his re- 
turn was attacked by Arnold, at the 
head of a large body of Rebels from 
Peek's-Kiil, who harrafledhis march 
exceedingly almoft the whole way 
from Ridgeiield to near the Water- 
fide ; but that he at laft made a fuc- 
cefsful charge with his bayonets on 
their. main body, by which he de- 
Uroyed a CQnfiderable number, and 
drove the reft into the utrnoft confu- 
fion, which enabled him to rcfume 
his march,, and to re-embark his 
troops, horfes, artillery, and wound- 
ed men, without further moleftation. 
That he had not then been able to 
colled! the different returns, but from 
the belt accounts he could get, be- 
lieved his lofs did not exceed 50 men 
killed and wounded ; that he, had no 
officers killed and only a few wound- 
ed. He added, that he was much 
indebted to the fpirit and bravery of 
his troops, and particularly fo to Ma- 
jor Stewart, who had diftinguifhed 
himfelf in a moftconfpicuous manner 
on the occasion. This too I had af- 
terwards explained by General Ag- 
newand his Major of Brigade, Leflie, 
who informed me that Stewart, with 
about ten or twelve men only, rufhed 
ibrward into the enemy's line, and 
.by his example, animated the reft of 
our troops to make a general charge, 
which by that time was become ab- 
folutely neceflary from a want of am- 
munition, &c. 

The Rebels, it fecms, had con- 
trived in the fpace of half an hour, 
.with their ufual induftry, to cover 
.themfelves with a kind of breaft 
work, on the ground over which our 
troops muft pafs. Leflie faid that 
fhere could not be lefs than 4000 
■parrels of beef and perk, 3000 bar- 



rels of flour, and above 50 puncheons 
of rum, deftroyed in the whole, be- 
fides the other articles of camp ftores 
and cloathing above -mentioned. 
That a great part of thefe were found 
in the churches at Danbury and 
Ridgefield, fome. in houfes, and fome 
in the woods ; but that the whole was 
cifcovered, and either ftaved or burnt, 
together with the above-mentioned 
towns. Major Leflie likewife faid, 
that he thought there was above 300 
of the Rebels deftroyed, which in- 
deed feemed to be the general opi- 
nion . General Woofter, he faid, 
was certainly mortally wounded ; that 
Arnold efcaped very narrowly with 
the lofs of his horfe, which was kill- 
ed. Every body faid, he behaved 
that day with uncommon refolution, 
as to perfonal bravery, but did not 
.give him much credit for his judg- 
ment as a General. , I heard that 
about 170 prifoners were brought on 
board, but do not recollect at what 
place, or in what manner they were 
taken, being only about ten minutes 
on board, I could not poflibly collect 
fo many particulars as I wifhed. 

General Agnew had got a flight 
wound on the fhoulder, and ,1 was 
told that Major Hope, Capt. Thorne, 
and Lieut. Haftings, were flightly 
wounded, and a Captain in Brown's 
corps, who was faid to be the only 
one in danger. I was told that. Ge» 
neral Tryon had returned that corps 
public thanks for their very gallant 
behaviour. 

General Tryon's detachment con* 
fifted of about zooo men from the 
4th, 15th, 23d, 27th, 44th, and 
64th regiments, and Brigadier Ge- 
neral Brown's corps, with \z of the 
17th light dragoons, and. fix light 
field pieces. They landed on Friday 
the 25th of April at Norwalk Bay, 
and proceeded iirft to Danbury, from 
which they returned by way of Ridge- 
field, and re-embarked on Monday 
afternoon, the 2 8th. And it being Ge- 
neral Tryon's orders to return as foon 
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as this fervice was performed, they 
failed immediately for New- York. 

Captain Duncan, of the Eagle, 
had the command of the naval de- 
partment* having with him the Se- 
negal and Swan Hoops of war. No 
accident of any kind happened to any 
cf the fhipping. 

This, my Lord, is the fubftarice 
of the information I had time to 
<olle&. 

G. Hutchinson, Aid de Camp. 
[Lendcn Gazette.] 

Extrafi of a letter from jhe Hon. Sir 
William Honve to tor d George Ger- 
maine, dated Ne f w^T&rk t May 22> 

■ '777- T ■ 
My Lord, 

Yonr Lordfhip's difpatches by Ma- 
jor Balfour, in the Augufta, arrived 
on the 8th inflant ; but as the pre- 
fent conveyance is by a private mer- 
chant fhip, I (hall defer anfwering 
them particularly until the failing of 
the packet, which will be in a fhort 
time. 

. In my letter of the 24th of April 
I mentioned v.n embarkation of troops 
detached under the command of Ma- 
jor General Tryon, for the deduc- 
tion of one of the enemy's magazines 
of provisions and ftores, collected at 
Danbury in Connecticut. I have 
.now the honour of reporting to your 
Lordfhip the fucceis of that expedi- 
tion, and to inclofe a return of the 
{lores deftroyed. 

The troops landed without oppo- 
fition in the afternoon of the 25 th of 
April, about four mites to the Eafl- 
ward of Norwalk, and 20 from Dan- 
bury. 

In the afternoon of the 26th the 
detachment reached Danbury, meet- 
ing only fmall parties of the enemy 
on the march ; but General Tryon 
having intelligence that the whole 
force of the country was collecting, 
to take every advantage of the ftrong 
ground he was to pais on his return 
to the fhipping, and finding it irn- 



poflible to procure carriages to bring 
off any part of the flores, they were 
effectually deftroyed ; in the execu- 
tion of which the village was un- 
avoidably burnt. 

On the 27th in the morning the 
troops quitted Danbury, and met 
with little oppofition until they came 
near to Ridgefield, which was occu- 
pied by General Arnold, who had 
thrown up entrenchments to difpute 
the pafTage, while General Woofter 
hung upon the rear with a feparate 
corps. The village was forced, and 
the enemy drove back on all ftdes. 

General Tryon lay that night at 
Ridgcfield, and renewed his march 
on the morning of the 28th. The 
enemy having been reinforced with 
troops and cannon, disputed every 
advantageous fitnation, keeping at 
the fame time fmall parties to harrafi 
the rear, until the General had form- 
ed his detachment upon a height, 
within cannon fhot of the fhipping, 
when the enemy advancing, feemingly 
with an intention to attack him, he 
ordered the troops to charge with 
their bayonets, which was executed 
with fuch impetnofity that the rebels 
were totally put to flight, ajid the 
detachment embarked without fur- 
ther moleftation. 

The inclofed return fet forth the 
Iofs fuftained by the King's troops, 
and that of the enemy from the bell 
information ; but I have the fatisfac- 
tion to inform your Lordfhip our 
wounded officers are in the faireit, way 
of recovery. 

The enemy's army in Jerfey has 
been encamped fomc days near to 
Boundbrook. Lord Cornwallis h 
alfo encamped at Brunfwick on each 
fide of the Rariton, and upon the 
communication between that place 
and Amboy; Major General Vaugh- 
han's corps being encamped at the 
latter place, making ufe of the tents 
of laft year, the camp equipage of 
die preient not being yet arrived. 
His Lordfhip has alfo thrown a bridge 
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.over the Rariton at the town of 
Brunfwick. 

By various accounts received from 
the neighbourhood of Albany, there 
is reafon to believe fome advanced 
parties from the Northern army have 
appeared at Crown Point, and that 
Sir GuyCarleton will be upon the 
Lake early in June. 
Return of the flores, ordnance, pro- 
vifions, &c. as nearly as could be 
afcertained, found at the rebels 
flores, and deftroyed by the King's 
troops at Danbury, &c. in Con- 
necticut, April 27, 1777. 
A quantity of ordnance flores, with 
v iron, &c. 

4000 barrels of beef and pork. 
1000 barrels of flour. 
1 00 large tierces of bifket. 
S9 barrels of rice. 
120 puncheons of rum. 
Several large flores cf wheat r oats, 
and Indian corn, in bulk ; the quan- 
tity thereof could not poffibly ba af- 
certained. 

30 pipes of wine, 
i 00 hogfheads of fugar. 
50 ditto of molafies. 
20 cafks of cofi'ee. 
15 large cafks filled with medi- 
cines of all kind?. 

10 barrels of frJtpetre. 
1020 tents and marquees. 
A number of iron boilers. 
A large quantity of hofpital bed- 
ding, &c. 

Engineers, pioneers, and carpen- 
ters tools. 

• A printing-prefs complete. 
Tar, tallo**, &c. 
5000 pairs of fhoes and ilockings. 
At a mill between Ridgeberry and 
"■' Ridgefield 100 barrels of flour, 

and a quantity of Indian corn, 
,At the bridge at the Wefl Brace of 
Norwalk river, and in the woods 
contiguous. 
100 hegihe'ads of rum, 
§evcral chefts of arms, 
Paper cartridges. 
J Field forges. 
. 300 tents. 



Return of the killed, wounded, and 
miffing of the following corps on 
the 27th and 28th of April, upon, 
the expedition under the com- 
mand of Major-General Tryon. 

4th regiment, 1 captain, 1 ferjeant, 
1 5 rank and file, wounded ; 2 rank 
and file miffing. 

15th .ditto, 8 rank and file killed; 
1 captain, i ferjeant, 15 rank and 
file wounded ; 2 rank and file mif- 
fing. 

23d ditto, 5 rank and file killed; 1 
fubaltern, 1 ferjeant, 18 rank and 
file wounded; 10 rank and file 
miffing. 

27th ditto, 1 rank and file killed 
1 field officer, 1 captain, 1 fubal 
tern, 10 rank and file wounded 
6 rank and file miffing. 

44th ditto, 3 rank and file killed 

I field officer, 3 ferjeants, 1 2 rank 
and file wounded; 1 drummer and 
fifer, 4 rank and file miffing. 

64th ditto, 1 captain, 1 fubaltern, 

I I rank and file wounded. 
Prince of Wales's American Volun- 
teers, 1 drummer and fifer, 6 rank 
and file killed; 1 field officer, 2 
captains; 3 ferjeants, i 1 rank and 
file wounded; 3 rank and file mif- 
fing. 

Total, 1 drummer and fifer, 23 rank 
and file killed; 3 field officers, 6 
captains, 3 fubalterns, 9 ferjeants, 
92 rank and file wounded ; 1 
drummer and fifer, 27 rank and 
file miffing. 

Royal Artillery, 2 additionals kil- 
led; 3 matroffes, 1 wheeler woun- 
ded ; 1 matrofs miffing. 

(Signed) W. HOWE, 

4thregiment, Capt. Thorne wounded. 

15th, Captain Dirmas, Lieutenant 
Haflings, of 12th regiment, acting 
as a volunteer, wounded. 

,27th, Major Conran, Captain Ru- 
therford, Enfign Minchin woun- 
ded. 

23d, Second Lieutenant Price, Vo- 
lunteer Vale wounded, 

44th, Major Hope wounded. 

64th, 
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64th, Captain Calder, Enfifcn Mer- 
cer wounded. 
Prince of Wales's American Volun- 
teer's, Colonel Browne, Captain 
Lyman, Captain Seon wounded. 
71ft regiment, Captain Simon Fra- 

zer, a Volunteer, wounded. 
Return of the Rebels killed and 
wounded on the 27th and 2#th of 
April, 1777, in Connecticut, by 
the detachment under the com- 
mand of Major General Tryon. 
KILLED. 
General Wootfer, Colonel Goold, 
'Colonel Lamb of the Artillery, 
Colonel Henman, Dr. Atwater, a 
man of considerable influence, 
Captain Cooe, Lieutenant Thomp- 
fon, 100 privates. 

WOUNDED. 
Colonel Whiting, Capt. Benjamin, 
Lieut. Cooe, 250 privates. 
JT A K E JN. 
50 privates, including feveral com- 
mittee men. 

Admiialty Office ', June 24, 1777. 
Vice-Admiral Gayton,Commander 
in- Chief of his Majefty's fhips on the 
Jamaica ftation, writes, in his letter 
of the '2d of lafl month, that the 
whoje number of rebel veflels which 
had been taken by the mips under his 
command, amounted to 124 fail. 
[London Gazette,'] 
, 

An American account of the preceding 
a3ion (from the Connecticut Jour- 
nal.) 

On Friday the 25th of April, 
twenty-fix fail of the enemy's fhips 
appeared off Norwalk Iflands, fland- 
iHg in for Cedar Point, where they 
anchored at four o'clock P. M. and 
foon began landing troops; by ten 
o'clock they had landed two bri- 
gades, confifting of upwards of two 
thoufand men, and marched imme- 
diately for Danbury, where they ar- 
rived the next day at two o'clock 
P. M. The handful of Continental 
troops there, were obliged to evacuate 
the town, having previoufly fecurcd a 



part of the ftores, provifions, 8cc\ 
The enemy, on their arrival, began 
burning and deftroying the flores, 
houfes, provifions, Sec. On the ap- 
pearance of the enemy, the country 
was alarmed : early the next morn- 
ing, Brigadier Gen. Silliman, with 
about 500 militia, (all that were col- 
lected) purfued the enemy; at Read- 
ing he was joined by Major General 
Woofter, and Brigadier General Ar- 
nold. The heavy rain all the after- 
noon retarded the march of our troops 
f© mnch, that they did not reach 
Bethel (a village two miles from 
Danbury) till eleven o'clock at night, 
much fatigued, and their arms ren- 
dered ufelefs by being wet. It was 
thought prudent to refrefh the men, 
an<? attack the enemy on their re- 
turn. Early the next morning, (which 
proved rainy) the whole were in mo- 
tion ; 2C0 men remained with Gen. 
Woofter, and about 400 were de- 
tached under Gen. Arnold and Gen* 
Silliman, on the road leading to 
Norwalk. At 9 o'clock A. M. in- 
telligence was received that the ene- 
my had taken the road leading to 
Norwalk, of which Gen. Woofter 
was advifed, and purfued them, with 
Whom he came up about eleven 
o'clock, when a fmart fkirmifh en- 
fued, in which Gen. Woofter, wh<y 
behaved with great intrepidity, un- 
fortunately received a wound by a 
muflcetl>all, through the groin, which 
it is feared will prove mortal. Ge- 
neral Arnold, by a forced march 
acrofs the country, reached Ridgefield 
at 1 1 o'clock, and having ported his 
fmall party (being joined by abont 
100 men) of 500 men, waited the 
approach of the army, who were foon 
discovered advancing in a column, 
with three field pieces in front, and 
three in rear, and large flank guard* 
of near 200 men in each. At noon 
they began difcharging their artil- 
lery, and were foon within mufket 
fhot, when a fmart action enfued be- 
tween the whole, which continued 

about 
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at>out an hour, in which our men be- 
haved with great fpirit, but being 
overpowered by numbers, wereobliged 
to give way, though not until the 
enemy were raifmg a fmall breaft- 
work, thrown acrofs the way,, at 
xvhich General Arnold had taken 
poll with about two hundred, men 
(the reft of our fmall body were foiled 
on* the flanks) who acted with great 
fpixit ; the General had his horfc mot 
under him when the enemy were 
within ten yards of him, but luckily 
received no hurt; recovering him- 
felf, he drew his piftols and mot the 
foldier, who Was advancing with his 
£xed bayonet. He then ordered his 
troops to retrea; through a fhower of 
fmall and grape (hot* In this action 
the enemy fuffered veryconfiderably, 
leaving about 30 dead and wounded 
on die ground, and befides a number 
unknown, buried. Here we had the 
misfortune of lofing Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Gcold, one fubaltern, and fe- 
veral privates killed and wounded. 
It was found impoflible to rally our 
troops, and General Arnold ordered 
* ftand to be made at Sagatuck 
Bridge, where it was expected the, 
enemy would pafs. 

At nine o'clock A. M. the 28th, 
about 500 men were collected at Sa- 
gatuck Bridge, includingpart of two 
companies of Col. Lamb's battalion 
cf artillery, with three field pieces, 
«nder corhmand of Lieut. Col. Of- 
wald, one field piece, with part of 
the artillery from Fairfield, fixty 
Continental troops, and three com- 
panies of volunteers from New Haven, 
with whom Generals Arnold and 
Silliman took poft about two miles 
above the bridge. Soon after the 
enemy appeared in fight, their rear 
was attacked by Col. Huntington, 
(commanding a party of 500 men) 
who fent to Gen. Arnold for in- 
ftructions and for feme officer to affift 
him.— Geq. Silliman was ordered to 
his afliftance ; the enemy finding our 
trcops advantagcoufly ported, made 



a halt, and after fome little time 
wheeled off to the left, and forded 
Sagatuck river, three miles above 
the bridge. Gen. Arnold obfcrving 
this motion, ordered the whole to 
march directly to the bridge to attack 
the enemy in flank, Gen. Silliman 
at the fame time to attack their rear ; 
the enemy by running full fpeed had 
palled the bridge on Fairfield fide 
with their main body, before our 
troops could pal's it. Gen. Silliman 
finding it impoflible to overtake the 
enemy in their rout, proceeded to 
the bridge. When the whole were 
formed, they marched in two co- 
lumns with two field pieces on the 
right, the other on the left of the 
enemy, when a fmart fkirmifh and 
firing of field pieces enfued, which 
continued about three hours. The 
enemy having gained the high hill 
of Compo, fevcral attempts were 
made to diflodge them, but without 
effect. The enemy landed a number 
of frelh troops to cover their embar- 
kation, which they effected a little 
before fun-fet, weighed anchor im- 
mediately, and flood acrofs the Sound 
for Huntingdon on Long-Ifland. 

Our lofs cannot be exactly afcer- 
tained, no return being made. It is 
judged to be about fixty killed and 
wounded. We made about twenty 
prifoners. 

Other Particulars, brought by 
a tranfport, which arrived in £«£- 
land three or four days after the 
Packet, which* brought the firft ac~ 
count, in pages 147 and 1 48. 
General Howe had been informed, 
that Mr. Wafhington had fome very 
confiderable magazines in Croat- 
landt's Manor : he wanted to deftroy 
them, as the moft effectual mode of 
diilrefiing the enemy at the opening 
of the campaign. The object was 
important, but the execution proved 
abortive. He firft fent the party up 
the- North River, but they did no- 
thing. He next fent General Tryon> 

with 
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with two thou fand men, 500 of whom 
"were Scotch and Irifh, who had come 
in and joined General Howe, fincfc 
his arrival at New- York, up the Eaft 
River. They landed at Norwallc, 
and proceeded, without hindrance, 
to Ridgefield and Danbury, at which 
places, as General Howe had been 
informed, the Americans had formed 
One or two confiderable magazines, 
from their principal ftores, in Croat- 
landt Manor. This information 
proved fal/t ; for when General 
Tryon advanced to Ridgefield and 
Danbury, he could not find any ma- 
gazine, unlefs a quantity of rum con - 
sealed in a wood can be. called a ma- 
gazine. The hogflieads were ftaved. 
Jh feveral of the houfes, in both 
Danbury and Ridgefield, they were 
informed there were rum, fugar, 
fhoes, &c. In order to deftroy thefe, 
in the quickeft manner poflible, all 
, fuch houfes were immediately fet on 
fire. The Americans having no 
troops at either place, both towns 
were nearly confurtied. When this 
was effected, it was refolved to return 
to the ihips ; but the American mi- 
litia, who were watching the motions 
of the King's troops up the North 
River, hearing of the operations at 
Danbury and Ridgefield, haftened 
to the relief of thofe places, but came 
too late to be of any tervice in faving 
them, and, therefore, by a quick 
march, got on both fides the road, 
by which the King's troops were to 
march in their return to the mips.. 
A fort of running fight began ; in 
which both fides fuffered confidera- 
bly. Of the firing, fome judgment 
may be formed, when, it is certain, 
the King's troops landed with Jtxfy 
rounds each mart, had not any oc- 
cafion to fire their pieces once until 
this attack began, and that when 
they had got to their boats, they had 
not on* round left. The men were 
fo exceedingly tired and fatigued 
with this long and harrafling march, 
that when the v reached the water- 



fide, the Tailors were obliged to lift 
moft of them into the boats. Had 
"any accident happened to the boats 
t>r vefTels, fuch as a ftorm, Sec. the 
troops muft inevitably, every man, 
have been made prifoners, or cut t6 
pieces. The lofs of the King's 
troops is between 360 and 380 in 
killed, wounded, and miffing, be- 
fides all the waggons which they 
took with them, not one of whicfc 
they brought back ; they were in- 
tended for forage. The whole was 
a filly expedition ; has anfwered no 
purpofe whatever, except to give fur- 
ther provocation. There was no 
magazine for the fervice of the ene- 
my's army : what there was, may in 
fome degree be called a (lore of coun- 
try goods ; though it hardly deferves 
that name. There are a hundred 
fuch in different places. General 
Tryon was fele&ed for this bufinefs, 
in hopes, his appearance in the coun- 
try would draw numbers to join him. 
But it had not that effect He made 
ho doubt of four or five thoufand men 
joining him when he got into the 
country! 'But he has no influence 
beyond New York. General Howe 
is in great diftrefs for forage. In the 
judgment of every fenfible man at 
New York, the conqueft of Ame- 
rica appears every day more and 
more impracticable.. 

The King's army, in- general, 
and particularly the troops at New- 
York, and Amboy, are exceeding 
ftckiy of a dyfentry, which carries 
oif numbers of them daily. The 
country round Amboy is a perfect 
defart for feveral miles, owing to a 
proclamation iflued by General 
Waihington, in March, ordering all 
the provifions and forage in Jerfey to 
be removed, out of the province ; and 
all that was not, to be deftroyed. 
Had this been done at the beginning 
of winter, General Howe would not 
have had a horfe alive. General 
Howe cannot take the field tiU the> 

V " " end 
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end of May* Very few Americans 
have joined General Howe : at the 
utmoft they are not five hundred ; the 
people who have joined him are 
refugees from Bofton, people who 
have been driven out of Virginia, &c, 
chiefly Scotch and Irifh, and fome 
Englifh. They are formed into 1 3 
regiments of 300 men each. During 
the months of March and April, the 
King*s army are reckoned to have loft 
near three thoufand men in Jerfey. 
There are imprifoned at Lancafter 
and that neighbourhood^ fourteen 
hundred Heffians. Many of the 
Heflians have lately deferted ; fcarce 
-a day pafles without fome of them 
going off. By deferters from Gene- 
ral Wafhington his army (including 
what was with General Putnam at 
Prince-town) was faid to be forty 
thoufand men on the 29th of April. 
.They are chiefly Southern troops. 
-The Virginia corps is reckoned the 
belt, and confifts of 8000 effeftive. 
Lord Howe is informed, that the 
thirteen frigates lately built in dif- 
ferent ports by the Congrefs are all 
compleatly manned, and out at fea. 
General Grant is far from being in 
high favour with either Lord Corn- 
wallis or General Howe. A dif- 
ference has broke out between Ge- 
neral Howe and General Tryon ; 
the latter wanted a provincial ftaff, 
which the former refufed to grant. 

What gives difguft is the partiality 
General Howe mews to Lord Corn- 
wallis. It was this and this only that 
occaftoned Lord Percy to leave the 
army : he had the poft that was fit 
for a brigadier general, though he 
was a lieutenant general ; and Lord 
Cornwallis has the poft that is proper 
for a lieutenant general. 

Lord Cornwallis furprifed a little 
poft at Boundbrook, but did not 
think proper to ftay ; he returned as 
faft as he could to Brunfwick. And 
the Provincials in turn furprifed his 
poft at Bonum town. Theie circum- 
-fUiices afford a xcry unpromifing 



profpeft of conquerft ; as they ffcewv 
that whenever any parties of thr 
King's troops are fent out, they caa 
ftay but a few minutes ; they are 
.obliged to make the belt of their way . 
back as foon as poffible, left the 
country fhould be alarmed, and their 
retreat be cut off. 

The Congrefs (fince the arrival 
of the ftores from France) have or- 
dered fix feventy-four gun fhips to 
be built as faft as poffible. The tim- 
bers have been cut for them fome 
time. The keels of two of them 
were laid about the middle of ApriL 

The- infamous, manner of plunder- 
ing, begun firft by the Heffians, and 
now pra&ifed by the wljole army, 
is mentioned in every letter from 
, America. The conftant and innu- 
merable ravifhments of the farmers 
wives and daughters are truly mock- 
ing ; and fome of the circumftances 
are fo affecting, fo brutal and cruel, 
thatdecency will not permit them 
to be related.. As to the plundering, 
there is nothing fo common as to- 
fee 'the foldiers wives, and other wo- 
men, who follow the army, carrying 
each three or four filk gowns, fins 
linen, &c. &c, which have been ftolen 
by the foldiers from the different 
houfes in their march, or where they 
laftflept ; many of the foldiers have 
. got watches, which they have ftolen 
in the fame manner. The officers, 
at leaft feveral of them, are not free 
from thefe practices ; and the con- 
fiderable remittances which they Have 
made to England, are urged as 
proofs of the gain they have made 
by plunder. Thefe cruelties and 
robberies have irritated the Ame- 
ricans beyond the poffibility of ex- 
prefiion, and have pit peace to- 
tally out of fight. And as to con- 
queft, it . is ridiculous, unlefs the 
army was at leaft three times larger 
than it is, to be ftationed in every 
.place it conquers, and thereby to 
hold every place by military power ; 

the 
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tW t whoIe army to be paid, recruited 
and fed from England. 

Htrtford, May 7. Governor Tryon 
having collected a gang of flarved 
Tvretches from among the Britifti 
troops and Tories, came over from 
Long-Ifland the 26th ult. and landed 
at Campo, between Norwalk and 
Fairfield, from thence they beat 
through the woods to Danbury, 
where they found a quantity of pro- 
vifion, fome of which they eat, and 
fome they deftroyed, and fome they 
attempted to carry off ; butanumber 
of people collecting, alarmed their 

fuilty fears, and caufed them to flee 
ack with precipitation, through 
thick and thin, wet and dry, rough 
and fmooth, leaving bag and bag- 
gage, about 50 killed, and 20 taken 
priforiers, 18 or 20 of whom are now 
in gaol in thre place. Thus ended, the 
glorious expedition of Tryon. He 
found fuch good picking while Go- 
vernor of New- York, that his head 
aches beyond conception to get pof- 
feffion of that government again : 
but he muft gnaw his trencher a 
great while before that time arrives. 
We expe& another vifit from thefe» 
hungry bellies in a ftiort time, that 
k may be proper enough to keep a 
good look-out. [ConneShut JoarntL 
NeiL-haven, April 30. A Member 
of Congrefs, in a letter dated April 
15, 1777, writes to his friend in this 
town (Newhaven) That an extratl of 
d Utter from England to the Commif- 
fioners (Dr. Franklin, &c. in France) 
mentions, that the Britijb Mtniftry in* 
tended totally to defiroy the New Ettg* 
land States, and make flawes of the 
Southern, [Hid. 

Ne*v-Tork % May 12, 1777. 

Majors Balfour and Gardiner ar- 
rived in the Augufta, of 64 guns, 
from Plymouth. The fhip failed 
from Portfmouth the 28th of March. 

Came paflengers in the Augufta 
alfo, Daniel Wier, Efq. CommSary 
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General to the army, under the 
conimand of Sir William Howe ; 
Daniel Chamier, Efq. being pro- 
moted to the place of Auditor Ge- 
neral, &c. &c. 

The Americans fay that the King'a 
troops, employed in deftroying the 
magazines at Danbury, ** behaved 
with great barbarity, wantonly and 
cruelly murdering the wounded pri- 
foners who fell into their hands, and 
plundering the inhabitants, burning 
and deftroying every thing in their 
way.'' 

New-Tor k, May 19, Laft Saturday 
fevennight, about four in the after- 
noon, a body of about 2000 rebels," 
which had been collected from the 
neighbouring pofts of Quibbletown, 
Samptown, Weftfield> Chatham, &c. 
commanded by Brigadier Generals 
Stevens and Maxwell, atfacked the 
picquet of the 42 dor Royal Highland 
regiment at Pifcataway, commanded 
by Lieutenant Colonel Stirling. The 
picquet, which was in a fhort time 
Supported by two companies, ad- 
vanced into the wood, where, not- 
withilanding the very fuperior num- 
ber of the rebeh, they maintained 
their ground, until they were joined 
by the reft of the regiment, when a 
very heavy fire commenced, which 
obliged the rebels to retreat in the 
greateft confufion towards their left, 
where they fell in with the light in- 
fantry, quartered between Pifcataway 
and Bonham Town, who were ad- 
vancing to fupport the 4*d, The 
whole of the rebels now gave way, 
and fled with the utmoft precipita- 
tion, our troops purfning them clofe 
to their encampment (on the heights 
nearMotuchen mNftJng-hdufe) which 
they began to ftrike with the greateft 
terror. * 

The ardour of the troops was fa 
great, that it was with difficulty they 
could be reftrained from ftorming the 
encampment; but night coming on, 
they were ordered to return to their 
cantonments. In this affair we had 

U z two 
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. two officers and 26 men killed and, 
wounded. 

Yefterday fevennight a floop with 
a flag of truce arrived here from Al- 
bany, by whom we are informed, 
that previous to her departure an ex- 
prefs arrived from 'T konderoga with 
uitelligence, that fixteen fail of vef- 
ipls, and a number of boats, with 
part of General Sir Guy Carleton's 
army, were in fight of Crown Point, 
and tha^ the whole army were fup- 
pofed to be upon their paiTage : that 
tne garrifon of Ticonderoga confifts 
Qf only 1500 men, fick included; 
that the rebels were perfecuting the 
friends of Government with unre- 
mitting induftry : that John Monro, 
Efq. Major "Hogan, Lieutenant 
Hughfton, and Mr. Charity French, 
were fentenced to fufter death : that; 
cme } Mr. Mawhie, and two other 
gentlemen, were hanged laft week 
a* Peek's Kill ; and that thirteen 
Others were tp have been executed at 
Fort Montgommery on Friday laft': 
that in confequence of thofe cruelties. 
100 loyalifts aflembled to the eaft- 
ward of Albany, in order to relieve 
their friends : that a body of 400 of 
the rebels were fent againft thein, 
when a fkirnrifh enfued, in which: 
eight rebels and three loyalifts were 
killed upon the fpot': the loyalifts, 
then flruck into the woods, and got 
fafp to Gen. Carleton's army. 

Laft Monday afternoon a detach- 
ment of, his Majefty's provincial 
troops, confifting of 300 men, under 
the command of . Lieutenant Colo- 
nels Barton and Dongan, marched 
from Bergen Town, in order to at- 
tack General Heard, who lay at 
Penaoton with a party of rebels of 
350. The various impediments oc- 
casioned by morafles, &c. rendered it, 
ijpjpoffible for the troops to reach the 
place by the time intended. Col. 
Barton, who commandedj held a 
confutation, wherein it was deter- 
mined to take the road to Paramn*, 
a$d to deftroy fome ftores faid to be. 



deported there j under a guard of 8b 
or 100 men:. Col. Dongan was pre-* 
vioufly detached with a finall party 
to Saddle River and Slotterdam, in 
order to furprize a party of rebels* 
under the command of Capt. Mari- 
nus and two others : the Colonel ar- 
rived at the place at the dawn of day* 
made the attack, carried his point, 
took the Captain, his Lieutenant, 
and three others, together with a 
fmall caflc of powder, fome ball, 
eight or nine Hand of arms, a drum, 
and fome other articles. In this fkir- 
mifti the Colonel had the misfortune 
to have Capt. Hardnut> a worthy 
officer* wounded in the groin by a 
bayonet* but not mortally. Col. 
Barton* marched on to Paramus, 
drove the rebels from their ftrong* 
holds, and obliged them to retreat to 
the woods. The bravery of the pro* 
vincial troops on this occajion does 
them honour. 

By a gentleman arrived here laft 
Tuefday from Albany, which place 
he left on Wednefday the 7thinftant,. 
we learn, that a party of Indians had 
attacked the picquet guard at Fort 
Stanwix, fcalped four, and taken the 
reft prifoners ; that the Committee of 
the city of Albany inflict great hard- 
ships on the friends of Government ; 
that a number of their emiffaries in 
conducting fome friends of Govern- 
ment, whom they had taken pri- 
foners, through Levingfton's Manor, 
were attacked by a number of loy- 
alifts who refctaed their friends; 
but the rebels being reinforced next 
day, they attacked the loyalifts, who. 
were obliged to furrender prifoners. 
of war. The rebels- have funk a. 
number of chevaux de frize opposite. 
New Windfor, but are not very fan- 
guine in their expectations that- they 
will obftrudl the navigation. 

The rebels, ^ we are affured, are 
again bufy atDanbury, in collecting, 
proviiions, &c,.and intend to erect, 
fome fortiftcatifcris at that place, in 
order to. fecjure thieir flows. 

■ The. 
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The fleet from this port for Quebec 
arrived at Halifax en the 27th of 
April. \Nfm-York Gaxette. 

Extract of a letter from Lord George 
Germaine to Governor Tryon, dated 
Whitehall, March 3, 1777. 

< c When I had the honour to lay 
your difpatches before the King, his 
Majefly obferved, with great fatis- 
fa&ion, the effufions of loyalty and 
aire&iqn which break forth in the ad- 
drefles of his faithful fubje&s upon 
their deliverance from the tyranny 
and oppreffion of the rebel Commit- 
tees; and the proof given by the in- 
habitants of King's county, of their 
zeal for the fuccefs of his Majefty's 
meaCures, by fo generoufly contri- 
buting towards the expence of railing 
Colonel Fanning's battalion, was 
highly pleafing to the King, and 
cannot ftdl of recommending them to 
his Majefty's favour. 

** Should their example be fol- 
lowed by the King's other loyal fub- 
> jec~fcs, it muft be productive of the 
beft effects, * and not only remove all 
reproach of lukewarmneis in the 
caufe of the confGtutioir, but have a 
great tendency to daih the hopes of 
the rebels, by convincing them, that 
Government has refources even in 
America for crulhing their rebellion. 
And, for the greater encouragement 
of the King's faithful fubje&s to 
ftand forth upon this great occafion, 
his Majefty is gracioufly pleafed to 
authorize you to give affurancea of 
grants of like portions of lands to the 
non-commiffioned officers and private 
foldiers of the corps which mail be 
raifed in your province, and continue 
in his Majefty's fervice during the 
war, as were given to his Majefty's 
troops of the fame rank by the pro- 
clamation of 1763." 

By bis ExalUncy Sir W 1 l l i a m Ho w s , 
Kmght of tbt mofi udbit Qrdtr 0/ 
the B*tb* 

w PROCLAMATION. 
"^hcryas a plentiful fupply of ve- 



getables, and of freih proviiions of 
all kinds, will, greatly tend to the 
preservation of the health of his Ma- 
jefty's troops and others ; and the 
raifing large quantities of . hay, and 
other forajge, will very much conduce 
to his Majefty's fervice, as well as be 
of general ufe : in order therefore to 
give all due encouragement to all hi* 
Majefty's liege fubjetts, fo that they 
may chearfully exert themfelves in 
raifing fuch fupplies, under a full 
aflurance of enjoying all poffible pro- 
tection in fo doing, I have thought, 
fit to iflue this Proclamation, ftrkSly 
charging and commanding, that no 
perfon or perfons whomfoever, under 
any colour or pretence whatfoever, 
prefume to trefpafs upon any inclo* 
fure, or fences whatfoever, now Hand- 
ing, or hereafter to be erected, as 
they will anfwer for the fame at their 
peril. And to the end that this Pro* 
clamation may be more ftriclly ob- 
ferved, I do hereby further charge^ 
require, and command all officers, 
foldiers and others, to feize aud de- 
liver over to any officer commanding 
any part of his Majefty's forces, or 
to the Provoft Marfhal, all fuch per- 
fons as they mail find acting in dif- 
obedience hereto, in order that fuch 
offenders may be brought to condign 
punifhment for the fame ; hereby de- 
claring that any neglect herein fhall 
be confidered and punifhed as a 
breach of orders. And I do further 
charge and require the commanding 
officers of any of his Majefty's officers, 
and Provoft Marfhal, from time tor 
time, to receive into cuftody all fuch 
offenders as (hall be brought to them 
as aforefaid, and duly to make re- 
port thereof. 

Given under my hand at Head 
Quarters, in New-York, the twen- 
tieth day of March 1777. 

W. HOWE. 

By his Excellency's command, 
Robert Mackenzie, Sec. 

ft 
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By Major General Robert Pigot, 
Commandant in New-York 
PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas great numbers of the ci- 
tizens and foldicrs make it a conftant 
J>raftice to throw the dirt and filth 
cut of their houfes and yards, into 
the ftreets and lanes of this city ; 
which not only renders fome of the 
ftreets almoft impaflable, but may 
tend greatly to injure the health of 
the inhabitants, 

' I have therefore thought fit toifTue 
. this Proclamation, hereby ftrittly 
charging and commanding all and 
every perfon within this city, who 
have already thrown any dirt or filth 
into the ftreets, immediately to caufe 
the fame to be removed : and I do 
hereby ftfi&ly forbid all perfons for 
the future placing any dirt or filth in 
the ftreets or lanes of this city ; of 
which all perfons are to take notice, 
and govern themfelves accordingly, 
under pain of military execution. 

Given under my hand at New- 
York, the ioth day of May, in the 
17th year of his Majefty's rciga, 

R, PIGOT, M. G. 
And Commandant in New-York,. 

tfhe following papers were received too 

hie to be inferttd in their proper places. 

State of Massachusetts Bay. 

In the Hcuft of Reprefentatiiss. 

Jan. 26, 1777. 
Ordered,— That the following ad- 
•Jrefles be printed, and a copy thereof 
fent to eacJi Miniiler of the, Gofpel 
within this State ; to whom it is re- 
commended to read the fame, the 
next Lord's-day after he mail receive 
it,. to his people, immediately after 
the religious excrcifes of the day are 
over : And alio that a copy thereof 
be fen t to the Commanding Officer 
of each company cf the militia, in 
each town in this State, to be read to 
the companies of militia, while they 
arc under arms, for the purpofc cf 
recruiting the army : 



To tbt People of the Massachu- 
SbTTs Bay. 

*• Friends and Countrymen ! 

" When a people within the reach 
of the higheft temporal happinefs hu- 
man nature is capable of, are in dan- 
ger of having it wrefled from them, 
by an enemy whofe paths are marked * 
with blood, and an infupportable 
load of mifery, which fucceeding ge- 
nerations mult bear through centu- 
ries of time, is offered inftead of it; 
to roufe the brave, invite the gene- 
rous, quicken the flow, and awaken 
all to a fenfe of their danger, is a 
meafure as friendly as it is important. 
The danger of having your towns, 
your families, your fruitful fields, and 
all the riches and bleflings derived 
from the induftry and wifdom of your 
venerable anceftors, who may be 
ranked among the moil virtuous and 
brave men the world ever produced, 
ravifhed from you, and pofleffed by 
a banditti, whom no laws can con- 
troul, and whofe aim is to trample 
upon -all the rights of humanity, 
would be fufficienj: to give the coward 
courage, and animate to the greatefl 
feats in arms, the moft fupine and 
'indolent. Surely then, while Ame- 
rica,' the afylum of happinefs and 
freedom, is inverted with a foe, whofe 
fole aim is to rifle her fons of every 
enjoyment that renders life defin- 
able, you will be ready in arms, to 
defend your country, your liberty, 
your wives, your children, and pof- 
fefiions, from* rapine, abufe, and de- 
ftru&ion. v 

" For this grand and noble pur- 
pofe, fb worthy of the virtuous and 
brave, and we humbly truft fo plead- 
ing to Almighty God, you have by 
your delegates, ailembled in Coun- 
cil for feveral years paft; — for this in 
April 1775, you arrayed yourfelves 
in arms,— defeated and put to flight 
that band of Britons, who uninjured, 
and unofiended, like robbers and 
murderers, dared to ailault your 
peace/uJ 
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peaceful manfions;— and for this we 
trull you will be at all times ready to 
fpend your blood and treafure. In 
'addrefling' you. upon the important 
Yubject of your own defence, mould 
we attempt a narration of the caufes 
of your danger, the many petitions 
you have prefented, praying for 
peace, liberty and fafety, and to 
avoid fhedding the blood of your fel- 
low men, and the unexampled indig- 
nity and contempt with which thofe 
petitions were treated — it would be 
undefervedly to impeach you of inat- 
tention to your own fafety. 

" Let it fuffice then to fay, that 
when every other method taken by 
you, was productive of nothing but 
infults,— and that flames in your 
houfes, murders on your perfons, and 
robberies on your property were re- 
turned, in anfwer to your peaceable, 
humble, and dutiful petitions, when 
the force of Britain, with that of Iver 
allies, were collected, and drawn 
into exertion, to reduce you from 
eafe and affluence, to flavery, and 
vaflalage ; — the Congrefs of the 
United States, defpairing otherwife 
to eftablilh your fafety, upon prin- 
ciples which would render it durable, 
made that declaration, by which you 
become independent of Great Bri- 
tain,— and in which character alone, 
you can be fccure and happy. 

" But as the increafing power and 
opulence of the United States, are the 
dread and envy of thofe avaricious 
and ambitious minds, who had laid 
a plan for the monopoly and enjoy- 
ment of them, a large army is necef- 
fary for your defence ; and the Con- 
grefs themlelves have determined 
upon eighty-eight battalions, of 
which 15 are to be raifed by this 
State. — The militia, who have been 
marched to aid the army under the 
conduct of that man, whofe fortitude, 
virtue, and patience, is perhaps with- 
out example, (and who hourly, with- 
out reward, but the approbation of 
his own mind) is rifquing his AU, in 



your caufe, will fodn be on their re- 
turn ; —the enemy, angry at thechaf- 
tifement juftly given them, for their 
unprovoked cruelties to our brethren* 
in the Jerfeys, are watching an oppor- 
tunity to return the blow. — A farther 
draft from the militia would fo much 
burthen the people of this Staje, that 
this Court cannot think of it without 
pain and anxiety. We have there- 
fore, being certain that you need no 
other ftimulous to your duty than 
having the line of it drawn for you, 
directed that the number of men, 
amounting to one-feventh part of all 
the male perfons of fixteen and up- 
wards, fhould be immediately en- 
gaged in the Continental army, upon 
the encouragement given by Govern- 
ment ; this encouragement we con- 
ceive to be greater than any ever 
given, — even to the greateft merce- 
naries. — Surely then, a people call- 
ed to fight, not to fupport crowns, 
and principalities, but for their own 
freedom and happinefs, will readily 
engage. 

*' That the encouragement given 
might fully anfwer the defigns of 
Government, and the expectation of 
the foldiery, this Court have fettled 
the price of every neceiTary and con- 
venient article of life, produced ia 
this country, and alfo the price oi" 
foreign goods, in a juft proportion to 
their price in the place from which 
they are imported, confidering the 
rifque of importation. And nothing 
is now wanting to give value to the 
foldiers wages, and liability to our 
currency, but the vigorous and punc- 
tual execution and obfervance of that 
act ; which we hope to fee fpeedily 
effected, by the public virtue, and 
zeal of this people, in the caufe of 
their country. 

" But left fome of you fhould be 
deceived by the mifreprefentations of 
defigning men, we mutt remind you, 
that all die pretenfions to peace, and 
reconciliation, fo pompoufly dealt out 
in the infidious Proclamations of the 
Commifuoner& 
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Commiffioners of the King of Great- 
Britain, amount to nothing more 
than an invitation to give up your 
country, and fubmit unconditionally 
to the government of the Britifh Par- 
liament. They tell you* that their 
is gracioufly difpofed to revife 
all a&s, which he fhall deem incom- 
patible with your fafety;— but your 
good fenfe will lead you to determine, 
that if he is 

he would long 
ago have determined as to the juftice 
of thofe acls, and mufl have feen 
thera founded on defpotifm, and re- 
plete with flavery ;— but they do not 
tell you that their Sovereign has the 
leaft intention to repeal any one of 
thofe acls ; — furely then, a revifion of 
them can never eafe your minds, or 
in the leaft alleviate your burthens. 

" But thofe Commiflioners, al- 
though they offer themfelves as the 
Ambafladors of Peace, and invite you 
to what they call the mild and gentle 
government of Britain, mark their 
foodteps with blood, rapine, and the 
moft unexampled barbarities, diftri- 
buting their dreadful, and lavage fe- 
verity, as well to the fubmiflive as 
the obftinate, while neither rank, fex, 
or age, exempts any from the effec"b 
of their brutal paflions. 

" Should America be overcome 
by, or fubmit to Britain, the needy 
and almoft periling tenant in Ire- 
land, difarmed, and naving but little 
property in the production of his toil 
and labour, felling the bread for 
which his tender infants are fuftering 
i to pay the haughty landlord's rent, 
tor infulting colle&or's tax, would be 
. but a faint resemblance of your cala- 
mity. 

** Society, where no man is bound 
! fey. other laws than thofe s to which he 
* gives his own confent, is the greateit 
'■ornament, and tends moil of all 
'things to the felicity of human na- 
ture, and is a privilege which can 
never be given up by a peopJe, with- 



out their being exceedingly guilty be- 
fore him who is the Beftower of every 
good and perfect gift* 

** We therefore, for the fake of 
that religion, for the enjoyment 
whereof your anceftors fled to this 
country ;— for the fake of your laws, 
and future felicity, intreat and urge 
you to aft vigoroufly, and firmly, in 
this critical fituation of your country ; 
and we doubt not butthatyour noble 
exertions under the fmiles of Heaven, 
will infure yeu that fuccefe and free- 
dom, due to the wife man and the 
patriot. 

* f Above all, we earneftly exhort 
you to contribute all within your 
power to the encouragement of thofe 
virtues— for which the Supreme Be- 
ing has declared that he will beftow 
his ble/fings upon a nation, and to 
the difcouragement of thofe vices, for 
which he overturns kingdoms in his 
wrath ; and that all proper rimes and 
feafons you feek to him by prayer 
and fupplication, for deliverance from 
the calamities of war, duly confrder* 
ing, that without hb powerful aid, 
and gracious interpo&toori, all your 
endeavours muft prove abortive and 
vain. 

Sent up for concurrence. 
Samuel Freeman, Speaker, P. T. 

In Council, January 28, 1777. 
Read and concurred. 

John Ave*y, Dep. Sec* 

To bis Exctlltmcy, HENRY CLIN- 
TON, Efq ; Lieutenant General, 
commanding bis Majefty's fprcts, in 
(hi colony ef Rhode-Ifland, &c. 
&c. 

" May it pleafe y«ur Excellency, 
" WE the freeholders and inha- 
bitants of the town of NfcVport^ pe- 
netrated with a truly grateful fenfe 
of his Majefty's paternal afre&ion 
and tendernefs for his unhappy de- 
luded American fubje&s, exhibited in 
the Proclamation of November laft, 
made by the King's Commiflionefs 
for r«ftoring peace to his colonies in 
America*, 
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America, humbly prefume to ad- 
drefs your Excellency ; moil heartily 
congratulating you upon your arri- 
- va^amongft us, fmcerely praying 
that your endeavours for the re-eflab- 
lifhment of peace and good govern- 
ment to this onoe flouriihing, but 
now diilrefled town, may be crowned 
with fuccefs, 

• ** We have long beheld, with the 
deepeft concern and anxiety, die 
baleful influence of factious and de- 
iigning men, throughout his Majelly's 
American colonies, who by their evil 
cou-nfels have effected an unnatural 
feparation from the parent ftate, re- 
nounced their allegiance to the befl 
of fovereigns, ana upon the ruins 
of an unhappy constitution eflab- 
liftied a fyibem, totally fubverfive of 
every idea of civil and religious li- 
berty. 

*.* The many inflances of huma- 
nity and benignity diiplayed by your 
Excellency fince your arrival em- 
bolden us to look up, and entreat 
that your Excellency would be 
pleafed to interpoie in ouj; behalf, 
and fo ufe your influence, with the 
King's Comaiffioners, that, through 
your intercefhoa, this town may 
once more enjoy the King's moi 
gracious protection, together with 
the blefling* refulting from a con- 
ftitutional dependance upon the 
fupreme authority of Great Bri- 
tain . 

€f We beg leave to reprefent to 
.your Excellency, that we bear all 
-loyal and dutiful allegiance to his 
Majeity King George the Third, his 
iacred perfon, crown, and dignity ; 
and humbly pray to be declared at 
liis peace^ and obedient *o the fupre- 
macy of Great-Britain ; being con- 
vinced, that to be a fubjed of the 
Britiih Empire, with all its conse- 
quences, is to be the_ freefl member 
of any civil fociety in die known 
world." 

Signed by 444 of the principal in- 
Jiabitants of that town. 



To which his Excellency was pleafed- 
to return the following anfwer : 
" It gives me Angular pleafure to 
receive this public teftimony of your 
loyalty to tke King, and attachment 
to the Britifh conftitution. 
\ <( Wifhing to promote the pros- 
perity of the town' of Newport, I 
fhall not fail to fignify to the King's 
Commiflionere your requeft. 

" I return you thanks for the good 
opinion you are pleafed to entertain- 
of me ; and can allure you, I fhall be 
happy in being inftnimental to reftore 
peace and good order to this colony.** 

To bis Excellency the Right Henourabh 
HUGH EARL PERCY, 
Lieutenant General, commanding its 
Mitjefty* s fwtu within tb* colony of 
Rhode Ifland, Wr. &c. 

" Mayitpleafe your Excellency, 
" We the fubfcribers, freeholders, 
and other inhabitants of the town 
of James Town, on the ifland of 
Connecticut, beg leave to congratu- 
late your Excellency upon your ar- 
rival among us; as it affords to* 
pleafing profpecl of a fpecdy refto* 
ration of his Majefty'* authority and 
government within this part of the 
colony ; where many of the inhabi- 
tants have long fuflered the feverefl 
evils, from the wanton exercife of 
lawlefs power. 

" We are fo fcnfible of the bieflingt 
refulting from a conftitutional connec- 
tion with the parent ftate, that your 
Excellency may be aflureditisourar^ 
dent wifh, once more to 4njoy the 
King's moft gracious protection, and- 
thar we may be declared at his peace^ 
*' The many inflances of clemen- 
cy manifeited by your iimricdiate 
predeceflbr, his Excellency General 
Clinton, toward? the inhabitants of 
Rhode Ifland and Connecticut, upon 
his taking poileffion of thofe iflan,ds, 
demands our warmeft acknowledge- 
ments; and from your Lordfhip'e 
known character for benevolence 
and humanity, we, are fully per- 
" X fuadel 
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ftaded that we fhall be admitted to 
the enjoyment of our liberties and 
properties, upon the true principles 
of the conftitution. 

** We humbly prefume to repeat 
to your lordfhip, that we bear true 
and faithful allegiance to his Majefty 
King George, his facred perfon, 
crown and dignity, and feverally 
promife and declare, that we will 
remain in a peaceful obedience to 
Ms Majefty, and will not take up 
arms in oppofition to his authority " 
Signed by all the inhabitants of 
the town. 

To which his Excellency was pleafed 
to return the following anfwer : 

** Gentlemen, 
** It gives me the greateft fatis- 
faction, to find fuch expreflions of 
loyalty to his Majefty, and attachment 
to the Britifh conftitution, contained 
in your addrefs. 

** You may be aflured, that I 
lhall not fail to communicate to his 
Majefty's Commiflioners your wifh 
once more to enjoy the King's moft 
gracious protection, and to be de- 
clared at his peace. 

** The compliments which you 
are pleafed to pay my immediate 
predeceffor General Clinton, for his 
behaviour during the time of his 
command here, are juftly his due; 
and I flatter myfelf, that, by en- 
deavouring to follow his example, 
I fhall merit your good opinion ; 
for, be aflured, it is my wifh, equally 
with every other Britifh officer, to 
protect the loyal and peaceable in- 
habitants of America, in the full 
enjoyment of their liberties and 
properties, upon the principles of 
the conftitution." 



To his Excellency HUGH, EARL 
PERCY, Lieutenant - General, 
Commanding his Majefty's forces 
on Rhode Ifland-, &c. &c. Sec. 

May it pleafe your Excellency, 
We, the fubferibers, inhabitants 

of the town of Newport, hearing, 



with the utmoft concern, that youf 
Excellency intends foon to leave us, 
beg permiflion to approach your Ex- 
cellency with thofe fentiments which 
a deep fen fe of the great happinefs 
we have enjoyed under your Excel- 
lency's protection naturally excites on 
fuch an occafion. 

We cannot help looking on your 
Excellency's departure as a great pub- 
lic lofs, when we reflect upon that 
extraordinary activity and vigilance 
wherewith your Excellency has pro- 
tected us from furrounding dangers, 
and on that juftice and impartiality, 
that humanity and tendernefs with 
which you have moderated the exc- 
cife of unlimited power. 

With gratitude we acknowledge 
that in your Excellency^ hands mi- 
litary government has uniformly worn 
the fair form of parental authority, 
that no unnecefTary vigour hath been 
ufed, no opprefiion tolerated, and 
that, during tbe noife and tumults 
of a civil war, the troops under your 
Excellency's command have been 
kept, under fuch order arid difcipline 
as would have done honour to them- 
felves and their Commanders in times 
of public peace and fettled govern- 
ment. 

The fear of offending (not infen- 
fibility) prevents us at prefent from 
attempting to exprefs how much we 
are affected with your Excellency's 
great and * amiable private virtues ; 
with that fpotlefs integrity of man- 
ners, and uniform regard to religion 
and decency, which would add dig- 
nity to the meaneft ftation ; with that 
condefcending affability, which floops 
without any view to private advan- 
tage, and, above all, witt that un- 
bounded and well-directed generofity 
which has fo often procured for your 
Excellency the bleffings of thofe who 
were ready to perifh. 
> .Great virtues, my Lord, in an 
elevated ftation are like the fun ; 
there is nothing hid 'from the heat of 
thenu they have Beceflarily endeared 

your 
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your character to all the inhabitants 
of this place; and it is but juftice to 
fay, that during yourrefidence among* 
us, you have never given any caufe 
for uneafinefs or forrow, but when 
you declared your intention of de- 
parting from us. 

With great reluctance we fub- 
mit to the painful neceflity, whicli 
deprives us of your Excellency's be- 
nign patronage ; and fmcerely wifh 
you a fafe and pleafant paftage to 
your native land, and a long conti- 
nuance of perfect health. Your Ex- 
cellency'silluftrious rank and charac- 
ter renders it unneceflary to wifh you 
any other bleflings of life. Particu- 
larly we reflect with pleafure, that 
your Excellency's early and great 
public fervices have gone home long 
before you, and have there fecured 
you that great reward peculiarly re- 
ferved for Britifh Worthies, and 
highly fuitable to your Excellency's 
generous principles, the warmeft ap- 
probation of the bell of princes, and 
of a brave and free people. 

His Excellency's Anfwer. 
Gentlemen, 

Allow me to return you many 
thanks for your very affectionate ad- 
drefs. 

This public teftimony of your ap- 
probation of my conduct fince I have 
had the honour to command here, 
at the fame time that it reflects the 
higheft honour upon me, is more 
particularly pleafing to me, as it is 
a proof that I have been fortunate 
enough to fulfil the intentions of our 
' gracious Sovereign in fending his 
troops to this ifland. 

The compliments you are pleafed 
to pay thofe troops for their regula- 
rity and good conduct fince they 
have been amongft you, are juftly 
their due. As it is the duty, fb it 
Is the wifh of every Britifh and. Hef- 
flan foldier to protect all peaceable 
and innocent inhabitants. 

Permit me, GenUemea, to aJTute 



you, that I fhall not without regret 
quit this Ifland, whofe inhabitants 
I fhall ever remember with gratitude 
and efteem : and be afTured, that 
when I have the honour to return 
into the Royal prefence, I fhall not 
fail to do them that juftice, which 
their behaviour has highly merited at 
my hands. 

Philadelphia, Jan. 4, j 777. 

In Council ^/Safety, 

Friends and Country men f 
The prefent exigency of the times 
induces us once more to addrefs you, 
while we can deplore the calamities 
of our country without reftraint, and 
before the voice of truth and the 
exertions of tyranny are forced back 
into the bofom of the wretched fuf- 
ferer. On your vigorous exertions 
alone at this time will depend the 
privilege of ever addreumg you in 
the ftile of freemen. Should the 
enemy be encouraged by further fuc- 
cefs, devaftation and ruin muil 
mark their footfteps. 

We call upon you, we entreat and 
befeech you, to come forth to the af- 
fiftanceofour worthy General Wash* 
1 no ton and our invaded brethren 
in the Jerfeys— If you wifh to fecure 
your property from being plundered, 
and to protect the innocence of our 
wives and children— If you wifh to 
live in freedom, and are determined 
to maintain that beft boon of Heaven,, 
you have no time to deliberate— A 
manly refiftance will fecure every 
blefling— Inactivity and floth will 
bring horror and deftruction — Step 
forth like men — Feed-not yourfelves 
with the vain expectation of peace 
and fecurity, mould the enemy fuc- 
ceed in reducing this country ; fuch 
hopes will vanifh like the dreams of 
the night, and plunge you into an 
irretrievable abyfs of unspeakable 
mifery. 

Shall we, Heaven .and juftice on 
ounfide, (unlcis. we could impioufly 

X % Wppofe 
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fuppofe that the Almighty has de- 
voted mankind to flavery) fhall we 
hefitate to meet our* enemies in the 
hoflile field ? The fons of America 
have not drawn their fwords to in- 
vade the rights of others, nor to re- 
duce populous countries to a flate 
of deflation — It was not to plunder 
the wealthy, nor to wrefl from the 
laborious farmer or induflrious me- 
chanic his hard earned bleffings, that 
America had recourfe to arms — No 
— Whilft our moll humble petitions 
and pathetic, expostulations yet rung 
in the ears of our enemies, they 
wantonly attacked us on our own 
peaceful mores. 

May Heaven, who bellowed the 
bleffings of liberty upon you, awaken 
you to a fenfe of your danger, and 
roufe that manly fpirit of virtuous 
refolution which has ever bid defiance 
to the efforts of tyranny.— May you 
ever have the glorious prize of liberty 
in view, and bear with a becoming 
fortitude the fatigues and feverities 
of a winter-campaign. — That, and 
that only, will entitle you to the fu- 
perlative diflin£tion of being deemed, 
under God, the deliverers of your 
country. 

Many are the artifices of our ene- 
mies to delude and deceive. Falfe 
rales of every kind are invented and 
propagated to amufe and delay you. 
For this purpofe, among others, they 
havefpread a report that your fervices 
are not wanted. Believe no fuch re- 
ports ; they are propagated by trai- 
tors. Let allable'bodied men; whe- 
ther aflociates or not, flep forth at 
this crifis, under the officers of the 
diftricl: where they refjde, and march 
without delay to Philadelphia, ex- 
cept thofe of Berks and Northamp- 
ton, who are to join Gen. Wafhing- 
ton at Head Quarters. 

We conclude with intreating all 

committees of infpeftion, officers 

of the militia, and every friend to 

: hh country, to exert their influence 

«n the prefeitf oration, and we 



have not the leairr doubt but their 
virtuous endeavours will be crowned 
with the mod happy fuccefs. 
By order of Council, 
Tho„ Wharton, Jan. Prefident. 



For the REMEMBRANCE*. 

— Of all the prtjetis which men form, 
none are more uncertain than thofe, 
which depend upon the fortune of 
war — Anfwer of the Grand Maf- 
ter of Rbotts to the Sultan Soli- 
man. 

The genius of the nation has 
ftepped forth to lift the veil from the 
precipice ; and bids us paufe upon 
our danger, and look backwards for 
retreat. Our allies are attacked with- 
out, a frantic war rages within, and 
armed foes fland umpires of the con- 
tefl. This then is our danger. We 
cannot be fafe when our enemies 

fladden at our condition, we cannot 
e wife when we waile the moft im- 
proveable portion of our empire, we 
canapt be wealthy when our bur- 
thens increafe fail upon a withering 
revenue.— Where then is our re- 
treat ? But yeflerday, and a roll of 
wade parchment feemed the pur« 
chafe : to-day, nothing is before us 
but devaluation and blood. — But 
though we have let go the narrow 
moment left for magnanimity and 
conceflion, proud and fenfelefs as we 
are, time mufl at laft bring us to ne- 

fotiation* What our condition may 
e at that period, is lofi in dread 
and uncertainty. At all events the 
changing difeafe mull have changing 
applications ; and all that can now 
be done is to point out the confti- 
tution of the fubjedt, and the blef- 
iings of a cure. 

To balance a judgment formed 
in moments of fuperiority and pride, 
let me begin by a pointed queftion.* 
—Should America now, for tin firft 
time, h$ raifed out of tht de$f, ready- 
planted and peopled by Almighty Paw 
/r, and a new Columbus make it kn&wm 
tmtc us i kt m ajt t by -what policy 

tight 
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%ugbt our meafures towards it to It 
guided f — I put humanity as much 
out of the queftion as it feems to be 
put at prefent ; I forget all our ufelefs 
rights, and think of nothing but 
©ur inttrtfts* Upon this bafts, which 
is really worth a juft contention, I 
affirm that we fhould rufh into the 
alliance and trade of this rifing 
people : it would beheld as madnefs 
to reject them; and ftill a double 
madnefs to force them into connection 
with our enemies. To opprefs, to 
flaughter them, becaufe at fome dif- 
taitf time and in fome poffible man- 
ner they may peradventure injure 
us, is a principle which would thruft 
us into war with all mankind, and 
which certainly ought to check our 
fond aggrandizement of Ruffia ? — 
America, ifhft to berftlf, will purfue 
her interests. 

Now it is certainly not the prefent 
intexeft of America to manufacture. 
It would be eafy to prove that their 
Land, the gift of nature, and unbur- 
thened with rent, affords the moft 
profitable of all employments for 
their wealth. — But, to fet policy out 
of the queftion, I fay they cannot, 
they will not manufacture. — A fy(~ 
tern of manufacture requires clofe 
population ; and never can refill com- 
petition without low wages, a fub- 
divifion of employments, and the 
fifterhood of the arts. While Ame- 
rica therefore has fuch profuHon of 
^ land and fuch fcarcity of labor, all 
rivalfhip with Europe is' at once for- 
bidden. And what American will 
grovel at a mechanic loom, when he 
can walk the lord of his foil, and fay, 
Here have I planted, here watered; 
when he can communicate a folid 
growing heritage to his pofterity ; 
and become that character which his 
every connection has taught him 



to refpect ? If pride, if pleafure or 
profit, are motives that can have 
any mare in the heart of man, they 
furely combine to caft this period of 
general manufacture at a diflance. 
It would be eafy to improve this 
reafoning : but I fhall only guard it 
from milreprefentation.— I will not 
deny then that fome diftri&$ may 
hereafter enter upon manufactures; 
I will not affirm, that the European 
workman upon his firft emigratioa 
will always forget his cunning ; per* 
haps too fome articles of eafy fupply 
and difficult importation may be ge- 
nerally wrought among them ; and 
good policy alfo may at fomeexpence 
preferve the feeds of neceflary ma- 
nufactures, that at critical moments 
they may be quickened into inftant 
life ; — but what is there alarming in 
this? Is not tnoug h ftill left to con- 
tent us ? In Europe, for inftance, 
among nations moft profeifing arts, 
would not an open trade (fuch as 
America means to give) fill their 
ports with Britifh articles? I know 
thofeavaritious fears, which from the 
exifte'nee of one failure expectathou- 
fand ; I know that none but large 
minds which grafp the whole of 
things, can meafure the difproportion 
between the exception and the com- 
pliance, and calmnly acquiefce iij 
thofe petty devia'ions which always 
occur in great concerns. But I reft 
upon plain appeals to fact. Has 
America even yet, though goaded 
on by neceflity and fury, furnifhed 
her home fupplies ; has not the rate 
of labor and profit moft exorbitantly 
rifen from the new demands ; and do 
not their wifeft men conceive that 
manufactures muft chiefly refide in 
the colonies poflefling flaves, becaufe 
flaves only can be confined to their 
employments? * ' 



* It, feems the fuggeftion of Sir James Stewart, that to prevent American manufacture, 
it might be expedient to eucourage flavery; and furely granting fljvery its ufual duJlnefs and 
cccpcate; Britain can have tittle to fear from its competition* 

if 
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If America then has demands upon 
Europe, the next queiHon is, Who 
Jhall be tbs Jupplier ?— If there be a 
nation holding unity with them in 
language and laws,- having common 
religion and common bl od, whofe 
manners and fafhions fprung from 
one (lock, and whom habit (for fo 
the faft is) and a thoufand namelefs 
links have already bound together ; 
— if there be fuch a nation, with 
flourifhing arts, extended credits, 
and a potent marine, that is the con- 
nection marked out to them from 
all mankind, — there can be no he- 
Jitation : I fpeak of Britain. Ame- 
rica demands a counterpart, and 
Britain is that counterpart : (he wants 
it, were it only for defence, and Bri- 
tain is that defence. In fhort, look- 
ing over the whole circle of com- 
merce, and taking in the ftate of our 
iflancis, of America and of Europe, 
I no where fee fuch ties of union. So 
much of nature is there in the con- 
nection, and fo impoffible is it to 
weave a ftronger'band than intereft 
joined to inclination, that, pbretizy 
txctpted, it might have fubfifted while 
America wanted protection, or Bri- 
tain wanted trade. 

But there are, who boaft that our 
play has a double refource; — that 
We may firft aim at conqueft, and 
that failing, at pleafure accept of 
trade. ' This is the language of a 
giddy, .'thoughtlefs, hardened fpirit, 
which has Scattered more mifchiefs 
among mankind than the whole 
train of bafer paflions.— Let me 



quefHon it a little. — After outraging 
thefe haughty freemen with infuhs,and 
deluging them with blood, can we bid 
them follow our fafoions ; predilection 
being the foul of famion, and influen- 
cing even our ideas of ufe * ? — In in- 
ftituting a foreign commerce, ought 
a war to preface it, that muft 
introduce frugality, poverty, manu- 
facture and hoftile connections among 
the confumers? Is it for inftance 
that they may buy the more, that we 
make them frugal ; or that they may 
pay the better, that we impoverish 
them ? And do we ferioufly mean 
to throw them upon home fupplies or 
French correspondence; or to efta- 
blifli' among them the ill-judged po- 
licy of interdicting Britifli trade ! 
- -Or laftly, do we wifh to excite a 
people, devoted to agriculture and 
abounding in territory, to profefi 
ambition and war r — If this be our 
trading fyftem , the bayonet will de- 
vour our profits, and we muft keep 
our accounts in blood. Madnefs, 
wicked madnefs!— The trade with 
this people that is profifabe, muft be 
left to nature : and, *« while their 
* f good-will is their own" the fword 
cannot conquer their affections. 

But the fecret is out. France- 
fays, you fhall not conquer; you 
fhall not conftrain their trade : me 
fays it, and ratifies it with a fleet 
that infults us.— A vain, mortified 
power, arming at a period fo criti- 
cal, gave jufl alarms of inftant war. 
Perhaps they remained quiet from 
policy, perhaps from indecifion, or 



* The man who is not ferioufly and habitually convinced in thefe points is young in. com- 
mercial reafonings ; and I would very particularly recommend his.profiting by an entertain- 
ing let of facts produced by Jofhua Gee (fee Gee on Trade chap. 22. and the conclufioh.) 
—But furely every ftudent in fafhions muft have witnefled avcrfions and attachments to dif- 
ferent goods, the moft fudden and capricious 5 fpeculatifts too rfluft have fcen a thoufand 
lifefwl things banifhed, to make room for others mofe expenfive and inconvenient ; English- 
men may have obferved this in the!r own country, to the prejudice of th«ir own beft ma- 
nufactures; and arc not traders daily telling us that they find their demands go and come 
nobody knows how ? — America doubtlefs will fell according to intereft, in the beft markets { 
"but excepting neceflaries and raw produce, we fhall buy— according to whi»i. And real 
necefTarie$ we find, by Jofhua Gee and the tea-act, include neither EngUfe doth nor EngUAt 
tea. 

perhaps. 
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perhaps the unexpected vigor of Ame- 
rica perfuaded them that an open 
part was fuperfluous. But flill an 
inftant war e was to be dreaded ; and 
the minifter avowed his fears of it by 
a prefs. — And who is hardy enough 
to fay that we are now relieved from 
it ? Such an armament, amidft every 
pomble fecurity for peace on our 
part, upon the gentleft interpretation, 
fixes thefe conclufions: firft, that 
France will refill all enquiry into her 
late rr.eafures ; next, that, mould 
America be prefTed, fat will reftore 
the bslance by declaring war ; and 
laltly, that me is prepared to profit 
by all events that may arife : and let 
me add, that while the enemy is 
armed and can begin war with fuch 
apparent advantages, difputes with 



( 167 ) 

receipt of cuftoms J; look at ,the 
threatening (late of Europe; look at 
the war that divides us; look at 
the trade and (Irength we have loft, 
and think 'who has gaintdtktm ;---look 
at thefe things, and (without throw- 
ing in our rafh memcrialW) let each 
man decide our fituation. 

What is to extricate u3 from this 
fcene of difficulty, the power above 
us only knows : I am Aire thofe who 
haveled us into it know not. — Events 
are working on too rapidly to be 
long within our reach. Yet one cir- 
cumflance there is, that may in part 
relieve us : I mean the fpeedy con- 
viction of the impo/ubility and inu- 
tility of a conqueil over America, 
and of the hazards cf attempting 
it. God fend then, that we may 



her neceflarily become \e{s fubjett to faon find all encouragement wanting 



accommodation. — In this fituation 
fhall I feel cither triumph or com- 
fort, becaufe a captured packet-boat 
has been releafed? " Yes; France 
** is wondroufly civil : Ihc will give 
** you packet-boats for provinces, 
*« as many as you pleafe*."-— And 
when the rupture takes place in Eu- 
rope, not only mtn appear likely to 
fail us, but meny. During the lafl 
war our fubferiptions filled with fuf- 
ficient eafe ; becaufe the bankruptcy 
of France + fa mocked her credit, 
that the money-holders of Europe 
had almofl no fate depofitary left but 
in our funds : but at prefent, when 
the credit of France feems riling 
with her trade, ceconomy, and prof- 
peels of fuccefs, and the credit of 
England is filtering under contrary 
operations, France may divide the 
market with us, and fhare largely in 
our privilege of borrowing.— And 
do we afk why the Dutch fo defert us 
in our need f Look at near eleven 
hundred pounds failure in our ntt 



to us ! Under my convi&ions, who 
(hall upbraid the prayer; unle£s it 
be prudent to wifh that ruinpui pro- 
jects may be confirmed by flattering 
beginnings. 

To exped that our pu*ifters will 
accommodate thefe troubles, is hope- 
lefs anxiety. — Their blunders are tco 
egregious for confefuon. Befides a 
change of meafures mufl imply a 
change of men; fince neither can 
they enough refpeel the Americans, 
nor the Americans' enough refpeft 
them, for re-union : fuch a change 
too might produce a retrofpeS to- 
wards themfelves. They will there- 
fore go on in their conduct ; think- 
ing that a want of f>o*u*r to fupprgft 
the rebellion would be more eafily 
forgiven, than the confefTed want of 
difcretion that provoked it. It is 
under thefe impremons that I exped 
a French war to be made the cover 
of their retreat from America ; and 
it is hence too that I fully under- 
Hand Lord Mansfield, when he fays, 



• The comment of Lord Chatham, delivered with that vigour of expreflion which accom- 
panied every thing that fell from him when in fupport of his motion, May 30, 1777. 
t In r 7S9> during the middle of the war, which flie (til! purfued. * 
% Net receipt, 1,075,960!, lower than the laftycar, and the grofs receipt 1,4 19,930!. 
\ See the Remembrancer, vol, v. p. ox # 
I . . « This 
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** This is not the period for negoci- 
*' ation, and the Struggle muft go 
** on*. —Where generoiity and ho- 
nour are the beft policy, a narrow 
illiberal heart commits more errors 
than the fubtleft underilanding can 
correct? — With refpec~l to Lor a Chat- 
ham? s motion, doubtlefs had health 
permitted, it ought to have appeared 
earlier : but it never can be out of 
feafon to ftopjborf of ruin, and flay 
the hand that is Jiill to fpill blood ; 
it never can be out of feafon to call 
back the afteftions of America, and 
make her become lefs difpofed for 
Co-opera'ing with France. And 
mould our army in the mean time 
have been fuccefsful, conceffionmight 
give ejfeQ to that fuccefs ; or mould 
a defeat have intervened, it would 
become foftened In proportion as it 
was lefs deferved.-- -Certainly there 
way a time when accommodation 
might have taken place in defiance 
of France: we hadonly to throw away 
certain fruitlefs blunders, that now 
co ft us 10 millions a year and our 
fafety to perfift in.--- Perhaps the mo- 
ment is approaching, when the na- 
tion may inquire why this has not 
teen done. It is not a new thing 
for a great and wife people to be de- 
ceived concerning diftant countries; 
— it is not a new thing for them to 
recover from that deception. And 
let thofe whom it behoves beware of 
their refentments. 

— Whoever wifhes to prove the 
ltrength of his vanity and the weak- 
ness of hisreafon, let him publicly 
prophefy concerning near events. I 
have prophefied, and may be mif- 
taken ; but frill I have reafoned from 
principles, and obferved caution in 



my conclufions. — I am not fond of 
dark colouring, and if I have ufed it, 
it belongs rather to the fubje£t than 
to the painter. While others have 
raifed the ftorm, and launched forth' 
the fhip of ftate to be baffled by its 
fury, I pifture the fhip-wreck only 
that we may avoid it. 
June 19. A BYSTANDER. 



Admir alty *Ofice % June 28. Vice- 
Admiral Young, Commander in 
Chief of his Majefty's fhips and vef- 
fels at the Leeward Iflands, has, in 
his letter of the 2d of May laft, tranf. 
mitted to Mr. Stephens, Secretary of 
the Admiralty, the following lift of 
prizes taken by the fquadron under 
his command, between the 10th of 
March and the 30th of April, 1777 : 

The Fanny fioop, Thomas Rid- 
ley, mafter, from Cape Francois, 
bound to America, laden with rum 
and molaiTes, taken by the Camilla. 

The Mermaid floop, John Bifhop, 
mafter, from Cape Francois, bo and 
to Rhode Ifland, laden with molafles 
and gunpowder, taken by the Ga- 
latea. 

The Matyce fchooner, John Bap- 
tift, mafter, from St. Euftatia, bound 
to St. Kitts, laden with butter, taken 
by the Hind. 

The Ranger fchooner, William 
Davis, mafter, from Martinico, laden 
withballaft, taken by the Camilla. 

The Betfey floop, Thomas Baker, 
mafter, from North Carolina, bound 
to St. Euftatia, laden with tar, tur- 
pentine, and lumber, taken by the 
Hind. 

The. Champion fchooner, Joftph 
Hafkell, mafter, from America, 
bound to St. Euftatia, laden with 



* Hi« declaration. May 30, 1777: in the following June however, to aflift a labouring 
Joan, cvedf body is made to talk about the appearance of a Speedy pacification with -America 4 
There are reafons ftill more binding than the forms of the constitution, which will induce 
the minXler to furrender our a&s of parliament through the medium of the parliament* Hat 
parliament been forbid to agitate the repeal— then there can be no aflurance of pacifkatioa* 
Were tnere any real defection in the colonies, it would be thundered out to us in a tjionfanij 
ways s it would ttU itfelf j and would not .need the wearied tongues and pens of hlrelipgj for 
propagation. ' " 

JunAttt 
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lumber and fifh, taken by die Per- 
feus. 

The Betfy fchooner, John Holmes, 
mafter, from Surinam, bound to Ipf- 
wich, laden with molafles, taken by 
the Portland, 

The Betfey floop, James How- 
land, mailer, from Demaran, bound 
to Dartmouth, laden with rum, taken 
by the Portland. 

The Catherine fchooner, from Bof- 
ton, bound to St. Pierre, Miquclon, 
laden with corn and lumber, taken 
by the Pelican. 

The Bite floop, George Dames, 
mailer, from North Carolina, bound 
to St* Martin's, laden with lumber 
and corn, taken by the Hind. 

The Adriana floop* George Cod- 
wife, mailer, from Virginia, bound 
to St. Thomas, laden with tobacco 
and lumber, taken by the Antigua. 

The Spry fchooner, William Yard- 
fley^ mailer, from St. Martin's, 
boynd to Maryland, laden with fait, 
taken. by the Antigua. 

The Polly floop, Thomas Dickin- 
fon, .mailer, no papers on board, laden 
with ballafl, taken by the Beaver. 
- The Jlofe fchooner* Solomon Bun- 
ker, mailer, from Nantucket, bound 
to St. Martia's, laden with lumber 
and fifh, taken by the Antigua. 

A fchooner, from Martinicp, bound 
to. America, laden with molafles, 
rum, wine, &c taken by the Seaford. 

The, Ranger floop, Daniel Bize- 
low, mailer, from Philadelphia, bound 
to St. Euflatia, laden with tobacco 
and flour, taken by the Antigua. 

The fhip La Seine, Morain, 

mailer, tern Martinico, bound to 
America, laden with arms and war- 
like flora, taken by the Seaford. 

The Dolphin fchooner, Andrew 
.M c Ken*ie, mafter, from Philadel- 
phia, bound to St. Euilatia, laden 
with flour and tar, taken by the Port- 
land. [London Gazette* 
E*trdS of a later front Jamaica by the 
Grewville Packet, May a. 

" I arrived here on Friday laft, 
tftec apleafant paflfageof eight weeks* 



This country has undergone a variety 
of changes fmce I left it, and is now 
in a bad flate, owing to a long fpell 
of dry weather, and the want or an 
American trade, provifions of all 
forts fetching an exorbitant price, to 
the hurt of many ; and unlefs a fpeedy 
alteration, the confequences will be 
fatal to the planting bufmefs. We 
touched at Barbadoes, where they arc 
in a ftarving condition, proceeding 
from the fame caufes. We had one 
of our fleet taken from us almoft in 
figh$ or " Barbadoes. They are now 
fitting out at Martinico a great num- 
ber of privateers, and have carried 
into that port, within the fpace of 
one week, upwards of 14 fail 0/ our 
fhips. We have no privateers out of 
this place, and few prizes taken. Thi* 
you may depend on as truth/* 

By Bis Excellency William Mat- 
thew Burt, Captain General and 
Governor in Chief \ in and overall 
his M*jefty*s Leeward Charshieo 
JJlands in America, Chancellor, Vict 
Admiral and Ordinary of the fame, 
&c. lie. (fc. 

*' His Majefty having been in- 
formed, that during the prefent re- 
bellion in America, his Majefly's re- 
bellious fubje&s have frequently got 
intelligence of the flate of his Ma- 
jefty's plantations, and other matters 
which might be injurious to his fer- 
vice, by letters from private perfons 
to their correfpondents in Great-Bri- 
tain and elfewhere, taken from on 
board fliips coming from the planta- 
tions : it is his Majeily's pleafure, that 
I do hereby ftgnify, and I do hereby 
to all Merchants, Planters, and' 
others, That they be very cautious, 
during the Drefent rebellion in Ame- 
rica, in giving any account by let- 
ters, of the public (late and condi- 
tion of his Majefty's Leeward Iflands, , 
or any other accounts whatever, 
which might be (if intercepted) ad- 
vantageous to his rebellious fubjecls: 
and that I do further give directions, • 
and I do hereby direct accordingly, 
Y all 
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all matters of fhips, or other perfons, 
that they put fuch letters as they may 
be entrufled with into a bag, with a 
fufficient weight to fink the fame im- 
mediately, in cafe of imminent dan- 
ger from vefTels armed and fitted out 
by the faid rebellious fubjefts. 

Given under my hand this twenty- 
ninth day of April, 1777, and in 
the feventeenth year of his Majefty's 
reign. 

William Matthew Burt. 
[ Publiftied this thirtieth day of 
April, one thoufand feven hundred 
and feventy-feven. 

Samuel H. Warnbi, 
Dep. Pro. Marf. 
ANTIGUA. 
Tbt Speed* of bis ExcelUncy William 

Matthew Burt, Efq. to tbt 

Council and dfftmbly oftbts IJland. 

Mr. Prefident, Gentlemen of the 
Council, 

Mr. Speaker, Gentlemen of the 
Aflembly, 

His Majefty having been moft gra- 
cioufly pleafed to appoint me his 
Commander in Chief of the Leeward 
Iflands, duty and inclination unitedly 
prompted me to feize the earliefl op- 
portunity of repairing to the govern- 
ment committed to my care, to par- 
ticipate with you thofe diftrefles and 
Inconveniencies, we were told the 
Jleeward Iflands laboured under, but 
fubmitted to with that loyalty, and 
.^eal, which ever has, and, I iruft, 
ever will, diflinguifli his Majefty's 
faithful fubjecls refiding within this 
goverment. 

The unnatural and wanton rebel- 
lion, which, through the induftry of 
artful and defigning men, was raifed 
in North America, after every le- 
nient meafure, which his Majefty's 
parental anxiety for recovering them 
from their delufion, had been tried ; 
at laft drew on them the armed re- 
fentment of our mother country; it 
As with infinite concern, I find, fome 
within thefe Iflands have felt the 
baneful effects of this rebellion, 



which, I truft, through the blefliiig 
of God, our Sovereign's wifdom, the 
ftrength of his' arms, and above all, 
that mercy which is always ready to 
be extended to thofe, who will re- 
turn to their allegiance, will fpeedily 
be extinguished with honour to our 
mother country, and reftore its com- 
merce to Great Britain and her co- 
lonies. 

It is a fenfible felicity to us all, 
there never was a period when Great 
Britain had a Sovereign who con- 
fulted more the true intereft, not only 
of thofe fubjects near, but alfo tho 
moft remote from his royal prefence, 
and had more at heart their protec- 
tection, conftitutional happinefs, the 
maintenance and free enjoyment of 
all their franchifes. 

The prefent prudential armaments 
making in England to fupport, if 
neceflary, our allies, the honour and 
dignity of the crown and nation, 
will, I flatter myfelf, be an example 
for us to put ourfelves in the beft 
pofture of defence, in cafe any un- 
fbrefeen accidents mould interrupt 
the prefent amity which fubfifts be- 
tween Great Britain, and the Eurc» 
pean powers. 

Mr. Speaker, Gentlemen of the 
Aflembly, 

In purfuance with his Majefty's 
inftruclions, I am under the neceflity 
of mentioning to you, a fettlement 
to be made on me immediately on 
my arrival, to fupport the dignity 
and character of Captain General. 

Your own wifdom will point out 
the propereft mode in which this is 
to be done.-*— I flatter myfelf you will 
find this fettlement not mifapplied, 
and I fliall approve of it and be con- 
tented. 

Whenever his Majefty's fervice 
ihall require any fupplies to be raifed 
by your houfe, for any purpofes 
which may from time to time arife, 
in which I (hall ever confider the ho- 
nour and intereft of this Ifland, I 
will direct jproper eftimates to be laid 

before 
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before yon ; and will moll ftudioufly 
avoid recommending any unneceflary 
expence. 

Mr. Preftdent, Gentlemen of the 
Council, 

Mr. Speaker, Gentlemen of the 
Aflembly, 

While his Majcfty fhall be gra- 
ciouily pleafed to continue this di- 
ftant part of his dominions under my 
care, an unwearied attention to pro- 
mote the worfhip of God, and our 
pure religion as eftablifhed by lam, 
to diftribute fpeedy and impartial 
juitice, to forward every matter which 
can fupport and ftrengthen your civil 
and commercial interefts, to main- 
tain oar melt excellent conflitution, 
to eftablifh and cement univerfal har- 
mony ftiall animate me ; thoroughly 
convinced, while engaged in thefe 
purfuits, I (hall receive my Sove- 
reign's approbation, your fupport, 
and that of this whole government. 
ExtraQ of a Utter from Grenada* 
April \%. 

" Every thing continues exceflive 
dear here, and we are happy if we 
can get any thing for money, by rea* 
fon of the quantity of veflels that are 
taken by the American privateers. 
A fleet of veflels came from Ireland 
a few days ago ; from fixty veflels 
that departed from Ireland not above 
twenty-five arrived in this and die 
neighbouring iflands ; the others (as 
it is thought) being all taken by the 
American privateers. God knows, 
if this American war continues much 
longer, we fhall all die with hun- 
ger. 

** There was a guineaman that 
came from Africa with 450 Negroes, 
fome thoufand weight of gold dufl, 
and a great many elephants teeth ; 
the whole cargo being computed to 
be worth 2o,oool. fterling, taken by 
an American privateer, a brig, mount- 
ing fourteen cannon, a few days 
ago. The name of the guineaman 
was the St. George, Capt. Moore ; 
(he was bound for this ifland," 
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Extrafl efa litter from Charles Tvum, 
South Care tin a, May 17. 

" A chief of the Oneida Indians 
is arrived here from the Cherokee 
country, attended by feveral of his 
countrymen, and a number of Che- 
rokees. He has been on an embafly 
of importance to the feveral tribes on 
the Ohio, as far as che Chickefaws. 
He fays hundreds of Indians are on 
their march for Philadelphia, in or- 
der to join the provincial army." 
Ext r ad of a Utter from Charles v /W», 
South Carolina, May 20. 

" The French have Rationed a 
number of their men of war, frigates, 
and armed veflels, to cruize round 
their Welt-India iflands, to protect 
the trade they carry on with the 
Americans, who now drive a very 
great traffick with the people of Mar- 
tinico, Guadaloupe,*&c. 

" A general amnefty to all French 
deferters is publiihed at Martinico. 
AveflelfromTurk's-Ifland brings us 
a copy of the French commandant's 
inftru&ions refpe&ing the protec- 
tion of all American veflels, and in- 
forms, that he requefled it might be 
made known to all America as foon 
as poflible." 

Extract of a letter from Philadelphia, 
May 26. 

" The inhabitants of North and 
South Carolina all die winter carried 
on almofl a free trade, on account 
that there were no ports near their 
coafls, therefore the EngliJh men of 
war could not well cruize upon them, 
confequently buiinefs has gone oa 
there very rapidly between the Ca- 
rolineansand the French andDutch.'* 

Some private letters received from 
Charles-Town, South-Carolina, men- 
tion, that a brigadier-general and a 
knight of the order of St. Louis ar- 
rived there the 1 4th of May laft in a 
provincial privateer from St. Maloes, 
with an intent to fervc in the army 
of the United States of America. 
With the above officer feveral young 
gentlemen of good families in 
Y z Franc$ 
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France arrived alfo for the fame pur- 
pofe, 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

At a General Aflembly begun and 
fcolden at Charles-Town, on Friday 
the 6th day of December, in the year 
of our Lord one thoufand feven hun- 
dred andfeventy-fix, and from thence 
continued by divers adjournments to 
"the 13th day of February, in the 
year of our Lord one thoufand feven 
■hundred and feverity -feven. 

^•ORDINANCE, 
: For tftahlijhing an Oath ef Abju- 
ration and Allegiance. 

WHEREAS in all Hates protec- 
tion and allegiance are, or ought to 
be, reciprocal, and thofe who will 
not bear the latter are not entitled to 
the benefits of the former : 

Be it therefore ordained, by his 
'Excellency John Rutledge, Efq ; 
Prefident and Commander in chief 
in and over the ftate of South Caro- 
lina, by the Honourable the Legis- 
lative Council and General Affembly 
of the faid ftate, and by the autho- 
rity of the fame, That the Prefident 
and Commander in Chief for the 
time being, with the advice of the 
Privy Council, fhall appoint proper 
perfons to adminifter the following 
oath to all the late officers of the King 
of Great Britain, and to all -other 
perfons (other than prifoners of war) 
who now are or hereafter may come 
into this ftate, as they the faid Pre- 
fident and Privy Council fhall fufpedt 
of holding principles injurious to 
the rights of the ftate : 

" I A.B. do acknowledge, that 
the ftate of South Carolina is, and 
of right ought to be, a free, inde- 
pendent, and fovereign ftate, and 
that the people thereof owe no al- 
legiance or obedience to George th* 
Third of Great-Britain ; and I do 
renounce, refufe, and abjure, any al- 
legiance or obedience to him. And 
I $0 alfo fwear (or affirm, as the cafe 
maybe) that I will, to the utmoft of 
my power, fupport, maintain, and 



defend the faid ftate againft the faid 
King George the Third, his heirs 
and fucceffors, and his or their abet- 
tors, affiftants, and adherents. And 
I further fwear, that I will bear, faith- 
ful and true allegiance to the faid 
ftate, and to the utmoft of my power 
will fupport, maintain, and defend 
the freedom and independence there- 
of." 

And be it further ordained, by 
the authority afbrefaid. That if any 
fwrfon or perfons to whom the faid 
oath ihall be tendered, fhall refufe 
-to take the fame, then he or they 
fhall, within ftxty days after fuch 
refufal, or as foon as may be hereafter, 
be fent off from this ftate, taking his 
or their families with them, if he or 
they mat! think fit fo to do, to Eu- 
rope or the Wefb-Indies, at the pub- 
lic expence, except fnclv perfons as 
in the opinion of the Prefident and 
Privy Council are able to pay their 
own expences ; provided, jieverthe- 
lefs, That all and every fuch perfbn 
or perfons fhall be at liberty to fell 
and difpofe of his or their eftates or 
interefts in this ftate, and (after fatis* 
tying all juft and equitable claims and 
demands which fhall be brought againft 
him or them) to carry theamount and 
produce thereof with him or them ; 
and alfo to nominate an attorney orat- 
tornies (to be approved of by the Pre- 
fident and Privy Council) to fell and 
difpofe of his or their eilate or eftates ; 
and in like manner with the fubjeclsof 
this ftate, to demand fecurity, or fue 
for, as the cafe may be ; and to recover, 
in his or their hand or hands, all fuch 
debts and fums of money as are or 
fhall be due, owing, or payable to him 
or them refpeftively, and to remit the 
fame to him or them refpe&ively, in 
fuch way and manner as they fhall 
think fit, provided it be not repugnant 
to the refolutions of the Congrefs, or 
the laws of this ftate. 

And be it further ordained by 
the authority aforefaid, That if any 
perfon or perfons,. fb fent off from 
the ftate, fhall return to the fame, 

then 
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4ken he or they fhall be adjudged 
guilty of treafon againit the ftate, 
and (hall, upon conviction thereof, 
fvL&er death as a traitor. 

And be it farther ordained, by 
the authority afbrefaid, That all and 
every fuch perfon or perfons in this 
.ftate, who fhall hereafter accept or 
take any office or plan of truft or emo- 
lument under the authority thereof* 
-ihajl, before he enter upon the exe- 
cution of fuch office, or plan of truft, 
take the oath before-mentioned. 
ja«N Matthews, Speaker of the 
General Auembly. 
In the Council Chamber, the 
1 3th day of February, 1777. 
Afiented to, J. Rutl* dce. 
Hugh Rutlbdci, Speaker of 
the Legiflative Council, 
W. Nhsbit,, Dep. Sec. 
*$outb~Carolina t Stcrttary Offia* 
(A true copy.) 

Several letters received by mer- 
schants in London from their corre- 
fpandents in France, confirm the 
daily reports of the great partiality 
fhewn, to the Americans by all ranks 
of people there, particularly the mer- 
chants and traders, fome of whom 
are making great fortunes by their 
new correfpondents and good friends 
(as they call them) the Americans ; 
and though the French Ministry dp 
not publicly encourage fuch a com- 
merce, yet it is univerfally believed 
they cvtntve at it, as it is well known 
they dare not fo openly purfue fuch a 
traffic without the aflent of the Court. 
One letter in particular from a gen- 
tleraaain Bourdeaux, dated the 14th 
of June, fays, ** I wonder at the fu- 

pinenefs of the Britifh adm n, 

in fufFering the French publicly to 
carry pn a trade with Nprth-Ame- 
jica; fuch conduct in a kingdom, 
profeffing amicable difpofitions tor* 
wards Great Britain, furely deferves 
not only the cenfure, but the refcnt- 
inent of the Britifh arms." 



E*tra8 of a ktter from Mr. JV*a.V r 
lmit conmanitr of bis Msjeftyr 
ftboomr Prtmct William t of tight 
guni % daitd Boftom Prifom, May 1 3. 
'* In my lall I acquainted you of 
my fuccefs in taking American prizes; 
but my fortune now is quite the re- 
yerfe : on the 2d of this month, fall- 
ing in with the Spy, an American 
privateer fnow of 1 2 guns, my vefTel 
was taken after an engagement of 
three glaues, and brought into this 
port, where myfelf and crew are pri- 
foners. Bofton harbour fwarms with 
privateers and their prizes: this is a 
great place of rendezvous with them ; 
the privateers men come on fhore here 
full of money, and enjoy themfelvca 
much after. the fame manner the En- 
glifh feamen at Portfmouth and Ply- 
mouth, &c. did in the late war ? and 
by the befl information I can get, 
there are no lefs than fifteen foreign 
vefleU lately arrived in the harbour 
with cargoes of various articles." 
ExlraQ $f a Utter from D»»kiri t 
J%m 26. 
" This morning, between eight 
and nine o'clock, Capt. Cunning- 
ham and Capt. Roberts failed from 
this place in two mips, built, armed> 
and manned here j thefe fhips belong 

to fome perfon in M. de S 's 

favour, and are to cruize againit the 
Englifh and Portuguefe fhips, chiefly, 
as it is reprefented, againft the mails : 
Cunningham pledged his honour to 
his employers on failing, that they 
fhould foon hear of him ; the fhip on 
board which he is, is one of the befl: 
failers known ; the crew is compofed 
of all the moft* defperate fellows 
which could be procured in fo blefTed 
a port as Dunkirk." 

A letter from St. Maloes fays, 
that a French fhip of 28 guns, called 
the Diadem, which was a privateer 
in the late jvar, has been purchafed 
at that port for the Americans, whofe 
ufe fhe is fitting for, and is almoit 
ready for fea. The Captain of her 
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is a perfon from Nantnckct ; fhe is 
to carry 28 guns, 22 nine pounders, 
and fix fours, befides a number of 
fwivels, and is provided with clofe 
quarters, and every requifite to com- 
pleat her for a flup of war. She is 
manned with a few Americans ; the 
others are Englifh, Irifh, and French. 
Extrafi of a Utter /rem Nantucktt t 
May 15* 

" The 1 ith inft. Capt. Simpkins, 
commander of the Fortune Provincial 
fhip of war, of 22 guns, 4 cohorns, 
and 18 fwivels, fell in with the En- 
glifh brig Bofcawen, of 1 8 fix- 
pounders, near this port, and after 
an engagement of upwards of an 
hour, the latter was taken, and car- 
ried for Bofton. We faw the action, 
which was continued accmfiderable 
time very refolute, by both parties, 
and feemed to us rather doubtful. 
The Captain of the brig was wound- 
ed, and the officer that was fecond in 
command was killed." 
ExtraB rf a Ittttr from Kin/alt, 
June 24, 

" Two fiftung-boats, who came 
in here yefterday, brought on more 
the crew of a fhip taken by an Ame- 
rican privateer off Briftol Channel; 
the privateer made a fignal to the 
fifhing-boats, which they thought fig- 
nified their want of a pilot for Corke 
or Kinfale, and accordingly went on 
board, when they put the crew on 
board them, having fent the veflel 
the day before for France. The pri- 
vateer's people behaved very well to 
the fifhermen, paid them for what 
£m they took, and the Captain gave 
them a cafk of brandy for their trouble 
in coming on board. She was called 
the Refolution, mounted fourteen 
guns, and had one hundred and ten 
men when fhe left New-England, but 
at that time not above eighty, on ac- 
count of the number they had put on 
board their prizes, having taken five 
already. We have received advices 
from the Weftward, that two priva- 
teers had appeared off there, in wait- 



ing, as fuppofed, for the homeward- 
bound mips for Liverpool and Briilol*" 

JVbitebavtn, (in England) fburfiiaj^ 
Jung 26. 

The brig Crawford, formerly of 
Glaigow, arrived here this morning 1 
with one hundred and ten feamen, 
befides five women and fbme chil- 
dren, which had been taken by the 
Americans from different vefiels, all' 
in this channel. 

The following authentic account 
will belt explain this difagreeable 
affair, which our duty to the public 
obliges us, Jiowever, unwilling, to 
relate : 

The Expedition, Braithwaite, failed 
from hence on Sunday the 15th inft. 
bound for Norway ; the Wednefday 
following, being then about two 
miles- from the Mall of Can tire, lhe 
fell in with three American priva- 
teers, viz. the Reprifal, Commodore 
Wickes, of 18 guns and 130 men, 
with eight cohorns in her tops, and 
a .number of fwivels; her carriage 
guns all fix pounders, double forti- 
fied: the Lexington, Johnfon, of 16 
guns and 110 men, with 4 cohorns 
in her tops, and a great number of 
fwivels; her carriages fame weight 
of metal as the ReprifaTs, and forti- 
fied in the fame manner; and the 
Dolphin, Nicholfon, of 10 guns and 
64 men, with a number of fwivels 
and fmall arms. 

The following is an account of all 
the veflels taken by the faid priva- 
teers from the 19th inftant to the 
23d inckifive. 

June 19th. Sloop Merrin of 
Greenock, Neal Taylor, from Green- 
ock to Suna, ballaft, funk. 

19th. Brig Expedition of White- 
haven, William Braithwaite, from 
Whitehaven to Norway, ballaft, 
funk. 

19th. Ship , RibbleM'Gom- 

rey, ballaft, fent to France. 

2i ft. Brig Jenny and Sally of 

GIafgow> Wm. Drummond, from 

Glafgow 
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Glaigow to Norway, ballaft, fent to 
France. 

20th. Sloop Jafon, of White- 
haven, Ifaac Hutchinfon, from 
Whitehaven to Peter/burgh, ballaft, 
fent to France. 

20th. Jenny and Peggy of Irvin, 
William Howe, from — — to Irvin, 
ballaft, funk. * 

20th. Sloop Edward and Ann of 
Queensferry, Edward Brown, from 
Koninglburg to Liverpool, wheat, 
lent to France. 

2 1 ft. Bark John and Thomas of 
Whitehaven, John Yowart, from 
Norway to Dublin, deals, fent to 
France. 

2 2d. Brig Grayftock of Work- 
ington, James Clarke, from Work- 
ington to Dublin, coals, funk. 

2ad. Brig Richard of Whitehaven, 
Thomas Ledger, from Whitehaven 
to Dublin, coals, funk. 

22d. Brig Favourite of Maryport, 
Caleb Grave, from Maryport to 
Dublin, coals, funk. 

23d. Ship Grace of Liverpool, 
John Wardley, from Jamaica to Li- 
verpool, rum, fugar, and tobacco, 
fent to France. 

23d. Brig Peggy of Killabeg, 
, Thomas Atridge, from Corke to Li- 
verpool, butter and hides, fent to 
France. 

' 23d. Brig Crawford of Greenock, 
Alexander Alexander, from Green- 
ock to St. Ubes, ballaft, given to the 
matters and crews to brig them to 
Whitehaven. 

Sunkalfo a fmall boat off the Mull 
of Cantire, Thomas Mac Dugan, 
mailer. 

On Tuefday laft, Johnfon, (byper- 
miffionofhis Commodore, Wickes,) 
put no of the prifoners on board 
the Crawford, with leave for them 
to depart, and make the beft of their 
way to any port in England. They 
were put on board faid veflel about 
one league from Tufcar, but under 
a promife of reaching Whitehaven, 
if poijible, without putting into any 



port, or landing any of the paflen- 
gers. The reafon of this caution is 
obvious ;- Whitehaven being at the 
greateft diftance, the alarm would be 
fo much longer in reaching the ears 
of Government, which they could 
not doubt would immediately take 
the moll hafty fteps to prevent any 
future depredations, efpeciaJiyfonear 
home. 

Another account fays, they left 
the privateers on Monday laft, five 
leagues N. E. from Tufcar. 

The above privateers, the firft of 
which is frigate built, the fecond a 
brig, and the third a cutter, failed 
from Nantz about five weeks ago, 
went round Ireland, and up the 
North Channel ; they detained the 
Crawford till they had reached Tuf- 
car, when, having a free wind, they 
flood out of the channel, and the 
Crawford, under the command of 
Captain John Yowart, direeled her 
courfe for Whitehaven, where fhe ar- 
rived as above-mentioned. 

Copy of the Original Letter. 
On board tbt Rtprtfal % tbt $i of 

JuM, 1777. 

" Thefe are to certify, that the 
brig Crawford, Alexander Alexander, 
formerly mailer, who was taken by 
one of the fquadron (yefterday) under 
my command : that I give the faid 
brig to each of the under written 
men, who have been tajcen by me 
and my fquadron, to carry them to 
Whitehaven, and there to difpofc of 
her upon their joint accountj, and to 
be difpofed of, as they think moffc 
proper after their arrival at the faid 
port of Whitehaven. Given under 
my hand the day and date above 
written. 

Witnefi, Lambert Wicke*. 
Henry Johnfon. 

• Alexander Alexander, mailer of 
the brig Crawford. 

John Yowart, mailer of the John, 
and Thomas, 

Jofeph Hutchinfon, mailer of the 
Jafon. 

Thomas 
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. Thomas Attrjdge, mailer of the 
'(hip Peggy. 

John Wardley, of the fhip Grace, 
Liverpool. 

Caleb Grave, mailer of the Fa- 
vourite, of Maryport. 

William Drummond, mailer of 
the Jenny and Sally." 

London, July 4. The following ad- 
vertifement appeared in all the daily 
Bews-papers : 

" New Lloyd's CofFee-houfe, 
" July 3, 1777. 
" THE merchants, owners of 
•* (hips, and infurers, obferving that 
€< the French, in violation of the 
" law of nations, have permitted 
** American privateers not only to 
** bring in Britifh fhips and cargoes, 
** but alio to fell the fame in their 
*' ports in Europe and the Weft- 
*' Indies, many of which privateers, 
" it is well known, are the property 
** of, and manned by, Frenchmen ; 
" and whereas a continuance of fuch 
t€ practice muft prove ruinous to the 
€f commercial intereils of this king- 
** dom, the owners of all fuch Ihips 
*' and cargoes as have been, or may 
** be, taken, and fold in any of the 
" portsof France or the Weft-Indies, 
*' art earneftly intreated to fend the 
** particulars thereof to Lord Vif- 
i( count Weymouth, his Majefty's 
t€ Secretary of State for the fouthern 
■** department, and alio to the Lords 
** of the Admiralty, in order that; 
" Adminiftration may be fully ap- 
** prifed of the alarming extent of 
•* this growing and deftruftive evil/' 

For the Remembrancer, 
The number of our ihips taken 
by the American and French pri- 
vateers is truly alarming ; and what 
appears more furprizing is, that We 
icarcelyeverhearofanyofthofepriva- 
teers being taken, but frequently a 
number of theirtrading ihips.— This 
* tircumilance,to the intelligent Engliih 



merchant, accounts for the myfteryv 
viz. In former wars, the firft object o£ 
adminiib*ation was, to protect our own 
commerce, then to annoy the ene- 
my's ; for which purpofe, befides the 
proper convoys, a number of our mem 
of war were ordered to cruize in the 
various tracts and latitudes of •ur i 
trade, which effectually fecured it- 
The refidue of our fleet was either 
employed in fquadrons againft the 
enemy, or in fingle ihips in the lati- 
tudes of their trade, to deftroy it. ^ 
But this wife and fafe fyftem has been 
reverfed, for the fake of encouraging 
a few naval commanders, at the ex- 
pence of the merchants ; for our offi- 
cers are now at liberty, without any 
regard to the protection of our trade, 
to cruize in the latitudes of the ene- 
my's, where they joyfully fucceed in 
taking fome prizes. 

The American and French priva- 
teers more fuccefsfully and joyfully 
cruize in the latitudes of ours, where 
it is left open and uncontrouled to 
their range. And who can now be 
furprized at their depredations ? fince, 
as long as we have more ihipping 
an3. trade than they, they muft have 
the advantage of us in this foolifli 
warfare. 

We heard of inroads fome time 
fincemade by the Georgians into the 
northern diftricts of Eaft Florida. It 
originated from a defire in the com- 
manders in Florida to get plunder of 
the Georgians, as it was well known 
how incapable we were, to carry on 
an honourable and regular war with 
them, from fuch an infant colony. 
Accordingly, plunder was obtained, 
which an fwered a military purpofe 
very well, who had all to get> and 
nothing to lofe. But what was the 
confequence I the Georgians (before 
not hoftile towards their neighbours) 
make an invaiion into the province, 
and retaliate upon the urtfufpectin^, 
unguarded Florida planter, to las 
great grief and ruin, and futty com- 

pcnfkc 
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penfate themfelves for the injury and 
ravages they received from our fup- 
pofed military prote&ors. 

When the mifchief was done by 
the. Georgians, a fhip or two were 
ftationed in St. Mary's and St. John's 
rivers, near the fences. Had this 
been done at firft, before our gover- 
nors commenced hoftilities againft 
their neighbours, it would have fe 
cured the colony. 

I have lately been informed, that 
even thefe two or three veffels in St. 
John's and St. Mary's rivers have left 
their ftations, and are gone out to the 
more profitable employ of cruizing 
in the enemy's trading latitudes. 
What a pleafing reflection mult this 
be to the naked Floridans I 



) 

were embarked ; and the Prince, 
like a true father of his people, re- 
turned to enjoy the price of their 
blood. 



ExtraS of a letter from Rotterdam, 

March 30, 1777. 
" Yefterday the Prince of An- 
fpach arrived here with a regiment 
of chafleurs to guard the recruits 
going to America, and prevent mu- 
tiny and defertion. Never was 
there exhibited in any age or country 
a more mocking fpeftacle ; the poor 
wretches were many of them 
bound hands and feet, and tranfport- 
ed rn waggons and carts : but not- 
withstanding this precaution, many 
of them found means to defert, and 
others were fhot by the chaffeursj in 
attempting to do it. No words can 
cxprefs the indignation which I felt 
from the barbarous treatment of thefe 
poor peafants, {none of them werefot- 
diers) thus torn from every attach- 
ment of country, of confanguinity, 
and of friendfhip, and fold to fufter 
and perifh by the fatigues, difeafes, 
and dangers of a long voyage, and 
diitant, cruel war. Their Pnnce too 
difcovered fome emotions ; but they 
were from vexation for the lofs he 
was likely to fuflain by thofe of his 
recruits, who were either deferted or 
fhot before their aftual delivery to 
the purchafers. At length, however, 
th£ greateft part of thefe wretches 



PHILADELPHIA* 
War-Office, February II, 1777* 
The Board of War having received 
information of the good fuccefs the 
recruiting officers meet with in raifing 
the new levies ; but that from a de- 
fire in the officers to have their batta- 
lions and companies entirely com- 
pleated, before they join the army, 
great numbers of ufeful foldiersare 
idle in quarters, when their fervices 
are wanted at camp. I have it in di- 
rection to order and ftriftly enjoin 
all recruiting officers, in the fervice 
of the United States, on the weftern 
fide of the North River, and in the 
Middle States, forthwith to march 
their men to the feveral places of 
rendezvous, appointed for aflenv 
bling the regiments, as foon as thirty 
privates are raifed in any company,' 
leaving proper officers to compleat 
the refpeftive regiments and com- 
panies at the places of recruiting. 
And all officers, commanding regi- 
ments, who have recruiting parties 
out on fervice, in the faid Middle 
States, are directed to attend dili- 
gently to the equipping and fending 
off the companies to join General 
Washington, as fpeedily as poffible, 
after their arrival at the places of ren- 
dezvous. Richard Peters, Sec. 
Philadelphia, February 19, Lait 
Kriday the following gentlemen were 
elected at the ftatehoufe, viz. Tho- 
mas Wharton, jun. counfellor, and 
Col. Bull, Col. Moor, Major Lollar, 
and Col. Coats, members of affembly 
for the county of Philadelphia. 

The Hon. John M'Kinly, Efq. is 
appointed^Governor and Commander 
in Chief of the Delaware ftate. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
Extra3 of a Utter from Haddonfeld, 
March 17, 1777. 
" Ihavejuft feea'a letter from 
Z Gen, 
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Weftfield, thcr. 



Gen. Maxwell, dated at 
on the 14th inftant, in which he 
mentions a flcirmifh of fome impor- 
tance with the enemy, on Saturday 
the 8th inftant : as it is new to me, I 
tranfmit it to you, though you may 
probably have had a better account 
of it. He mentions that the enemy 
had brought out all their troops from 
Amboy, &c. fuppofed to be about 
3000, and pofled themfelves on 
Punk-hill: They brought artillery 
and a number of waggons, as if to 
forage, though there was none left in 
that neighbourhood worth notice. 
General Maxwell, with the troops 
under his command, was on a rifing 
ground to the northward, in plain 
view, though at a good diftance. The 
enemy were too well iituated to be 
attacked ; he fent a party to the left 
to amufe them, but his real defign 
lvas to the right on the heights to- 
Vfards Bonamtown : he fent a ftrong 
party that way to examine their lines, 
if they had any, and to fall in near 
the end of them, that he might fall 
on their flank; this was performed by 
part of Col. Potter's battalion of 
Pennfylvania militia, and part of 
Col. Thatcher's of N. E. Col. 
Cook of the Pennfylvanians had been 
ordered from Matuching to come 
down on Carman's-Hill, and keep 
along the heights till lie met the ene 
my. About half a mile lower down, 
between Carman's Hill and Wood- 
bridge, the two parties being lined, 
met a ftrong advanced party of the 
enemy. On the firit firing Col. 
Martin and Lieut. Col. Lindley were 
fent to fupport them ; they all be- 
haved well, and kept their ground 
till they were fupported from the 
main body, which immediately 
marched that way. The enemy alfo 
fent out a reinforcement ; but on an- 
other regiment of ours being fent on 



Our people purfued them, and 
took a prifoner and a baggage wag- 
gon clofe in their rear, a good way 
down in the plain ground. Bonam- 
town lay too near on the right, and a 
plain open ground towards Amboy, 
to purfue far. They left four dead 
in the field, and we took three pri- 
foners. By the quantity the enemy 
carried off in fleds and waggons* it 
is fuppofed they had near twenty 
killed,and twice that number wound- 
ed. Gen. Maxwell alfo mentions, 
that by a foldier taken about the 1 1 th 
inftant he learns; that Gen. Howe 
was at Bonam-town during the en- 
gagement, till he faw his troops make 
the beft of their way home, and then 
he thought it was time for him to 
go. That the enemy's real defign in 
coming out that day was to fecure 
the General afafe paflage to Am- 
boy, and that he is fince gone to 
New- York. The foldier further 
fays, they talk no more of going to 
Morris Town. Gen Maxwell adds, 
that by every account from prifoners, 
deferters, and inhabitants, the killed, 
wounded and miffing of the enemy, 
in the aclion of the 23d of February, 
was upwards of 500." 

Pbiladtlpkia, March l8, 1 777. 
The following articles are handing 
about in this city, and were the 
iirft night figned by upwards of 
fifty, and fince then by a confider- 
able number of the friends of li- 
berty : 

Whereas by the fteady perfeve- 
rance of many true friends to liberty, 
and the public welfare, a happy co- 
alition has been efredled between dif- 
ferent parties eq.uallv felicitous for 
the welfare of their country, though 
differing in opinion as to fome means 
not eflentially neceflary for obtaining 
it, and there is a fair profpedl of the 
reftoration of order and thedueeftab- 



the left to cut them off from their ' liftiment of civil and legal authority, 
main body, the party gave way in under which the ftrength of the State 
great confufion ; the flame catched may be collected and exerted, and the 
their main body, and all went toge- inhabitants in every ftate of life be 
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fecured in the pofleflion of peace and 
property. And whereas it appears 
that there is neverthelefs a fcheme 
now forming to overturn all prefent 
order and authority, and to* deprive 
us of the advantages of a militia law 
for our defence, and to throw our 
public affairs again into confufion, 
we, whofe names are underwritten, 
in order to prevent the irreparable 
mifchiefs, which muft enfue, mould 
the enemies to our peace fucceed, do 
folemnly engage ourfelves to each 
other, and to the public, that we 
will moft firmly adhere to and abide 
by the following articles : 

Firft, That we will, to die utmofl 
of our abilities, fupport the juft and 
neceffary authority of Congrefs, and 
the union and independence of the 
American States, againft all foreign 
power and domefSc machinations 
whatever. 

Secondly, That we will, as far as 
In us lies, promote peace and good 
order in the State, and endeavour to 
bring to juftice thofe who fhall at- 
tempt to difturb either. 

Thirdly, That we will not, by 
-force or violence, or by falfe repre- 
fentations, endeavour either to con- 
firm or overturn any part of the pre- 
fent conftitution, contrary to the ge- 
neral fenfe of the State, but will re- 
fer the proof of every part thereof 
•cither to a candid reafoning or a fair 
experiment. 

Fourthly, That in the mean time 
we will, to the utmofl of our power, 
fupport the civil magiftrate in the 
execution of fuch wholefome laws as 
are or mall be enacted by the pre- 
fent Aflembly. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 
Philadelphia* March 20, 1777. 
Complaint being made of the irre- 
gular behaviour of certain of the Bri- 
tifli defertere, to the great annoyance 
of the peaceable inhabitants of this 
city, it is therefore ordered, that all 
deferters from the enemy's army.,, at 



prefent in Philadelphia, who have 
not written licences from proper au- 
thority to remain in town, do imme- 
diately repair to fome other part of 
the continent. They will be fur- 
nifhed with proper panes by giving 
their names, and the name of the 
places to which they are defirous to 
remove, to the Town-Major. Such 
as are found in this city after three 
days, may expect to be lent to jail. 
Horatio Gates, Major Gen. 

finflon, February 6, Saturday IaJl 
fet off for Newport, under a itrong 
guard, commanded by Captain Ayres, 
a number of prifoners from the in- 
land parts of this Hate; in order to be 
exchanged for an equal number of 
ours now with the enemy. 

And on Monday another pack of 
thofe vermin pafled through Cam- 
bridge from the ftate of New-Hamp- 
fhire, on their way to Newport, to 
be exchanged ; among whom were 
feveral of Rogers's rangers, who were 
taken in the battle of White-Plains, 
near New- York. 

Several companies of foldiers who 
have inlifted during the continuance 
of the war have marched from this 
ftate within thefe few days pail for 
Ticonderoga, and numbers more will 
fctofffhortly. 

We hear that a general exchange of 
prifoners is foon to take place over 
the whole Continent; thofe taken 
in Quebec are already exchanged. 

We are well aflured from good 
authority, that General Howe was 
by his fuccefles in the Jerfies, fo fure 
of reducing the Americans to a fub- 
miiSon, that he had wrote leafes of 
their lands, and had actually giv&i 
them to a number that had fubmit- 
ted. Is this a term of peace which 
fome would folicit, tohavetheirland* 
leafed to them ! 

Boftm % Feb. 26. The Honourable 
General Aflembly of the State of 
Rhode-Ifland, have appointed Henry 
Marchant, gfq. a Delegate for that 

Z> %- State 
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State in the Grand American Con- 
grefs. 

. We learn from Providence, that 
on Friday laft, a fchooner, one of the 
enemy's tenders, from Newport, go- 
ing round Warwick-Point, near that 
place, ran a-ground; on difcovery 
of which, Admiral Hopkins, fenfr 
down the river a veflel of force, to 
take poiTeffion of her, and when fhe 
had got within about a mile of her, 
the enemy blew her up. 

Providence, March 1. Friday fe'n- 
night a party of our troops landed on 
Rhode-Ifland, and brought off a 
quantity of hay and oats. Capt, 
Tyler, in the Spitfire galley, attended 
the landing, and gallantly fuftained 
the enemy's fire from a battery of fix 

funs for feveral hours, which was 
rifkly returned, but with what effect 
we have not yet learnt. When the 
troops had compleated the fervice af- 
figned them, the Spitfire drew off; fhe 
was confiderably damaged in her 
hull and rigging, and had feven men 
wounded, one of them mortally. 

In Congrtfs, January \6, 1777. X(- 
fohed, That a committee of feven be 
appointed to enquire into the conduct 
of the Britifh and Heflian general 
officers towards the officers, foldiers, 
and mariners in the fervice of the 
United States, and any other perfons 
inhabitants of thefe ftates, in their 
pofleflion asprifoners of war, or other- 
wife ; and alfo into die conduct of 
the faid generals and officers, and the 
troops under their command, towards 
the fubjects of thefe ftates, and their 
property, more efpecially of the ftates 
of New- York and Ncw-Jerfey. 

The members chofen, Mr. Chafe, 

Mr. Witherfpoon, Mr. Clarke, Mr. 

Lewis, Mr. Rofs, Mr. Heyward, and 

Mr. Smith. ExtraftfrcmtheMinutts. 

Publijhed by order ofCongre/s, 

Charles Thompson, Sec. 

In Congrefs, February 26, 1777. 

Refolved, That an intereft of fix 
. per cent, per annum be allowed- on 



all fums of money already borrowed, 
and directed to be borrowed on Loan 
Office certificates, although fuch cer- 
tificates mention only an intereft of 
four per cent, per annum. . 

Refolved, That the intereft on the 
prizes drawn in the Continental lot- 
tery, (hall remain at Four percent. 

Refolved, That it be recommended 
to the legislatures of the feveral States, 
not to oner or to give more than at 
the rate of fix per cent, per annum 
upon any monies to be borrowed in 
their refpective loan offices. 

Extract fiom the Minutes, 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 

Philadelphia, March 20. The Con- 
grefs having generoufly offered the 
large intereft of fix per cent, per an- 
num on their certificates, it is to be 
hoped that a laudable zeal for the 
public welfare, as well as their own 
intereft, will induce thofe who have 
money, to lend it to their country. 
The States of America are their ie- 
curity, and the intereft will be paid 
in the moft punctual manner, with- 
out any of the trouble, expence or 
delay, which frequently attends col- 
lecting it from individuals, on pri^ 
vate fecurity, 

In Councilof Safety, Feht I c, 1 777. 
Refolved, That applications for offi- 
ces in the Pennsylvania regiment', 
now raifing for the Continental fer- 
vice, will be received until Monday 
the 24th inftant, when this Board will 
certainly proceed to fill up the va- 
cancies ftill remaining. 

All officers already appointed in 
the above regiments, who are not on 
command, are required forthwith, 
to repair to their duty. By order 
of Council, • 
Thomas Whartov,juii. Prefident. 

In Council of Safety , Feb. 15. 

Whereas the Honourable Congrels 
has authorized and directed this Coun- 
cil td erect a fortification at Bilbngf- 
port for the defence and fecurity of 
the.city and harbour of Philadelphia, 
t part 
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part of which work has already been 
carried on under the dire&ion of this 
Board, and as it is neceflary that 
fbme proper perfon be appointed, 
.not only to fuperintend thefaid works, 
but to command fuch parties, whe- 
ther regular foldiers, militia, or 
others, as may be employed to com- 
plete and defend them, therefore, 

Rt/ol<ved, That JOHN BULL, 
Efq. be appointed Colonel Comman- 
dant of the fortifications at Billingf- 
port, and Superintendant of the 
works, and that all officers and others, 
employed in erecting or defending 
the fame, do pay due obedienee to 
his commands, until the works are 
completed, or farther orders given 
by this Board, or other proper autho- 
rity. 

Refolvtd, That BRATHWAITE 
JONES, Efq, be appointed chief en- 
gineer at Billingfport, with the rank, 
pay, and rations of Lieutenant Colo- 
nel ; and all officers and foldiers un- 
der his command, as well as work- 
men employed there, are to obey him 
as fuch, until the fortifications at 
that place are completed, or until it 
mall be otherwife ordered by proper 
authority. EttraBfrom the Minutes, 
Jacob. S Howell, Sec 
To Major John Davis, of the third bat- 
talion of Cumberland County Mi* 

litia, 

I am much obliged to you for your 
activity, vigour and diligence, fince 
you have been under my command ; 
you will therefore march your men 
immediately to Philadelphia, and 
there difcharge them; returning into 
the flore all the ammunition, arms 
and accoutrements, you received at 
that place. 

I am Sir, your humble fervant, 
Israel Putnam. 

Princetown, Feb. 5, 1777. 
To Major Johk Davis, of the third 

battalion of Cumberland County 

Militia. 

Dear Sir, ^ 

I am happy in an opportunity of 
pre/enting my compliments to you 



and your corps of officers, on their 
return from Monmouth county, and, 
in behalf of the inhabitants of faid 
county, in expreffing my gratitude 
to Col. Guerney, yourfelf, and the 
other gentlemen, for the great pains 
that have been taken to fupport a 
regular difcipline, and to correct and 
make amends to the utmoft of your 
powers for thofe irregularities and 
errors which are the unavoidable 
confequences of the march of a de- 
tachment of militia in fuch haile as 
your*s did, through a country where 
no regular provifion had been made 
for their fubftftence, and where fo 
many of the inhabitants were inimi- 
cal to the caufe. 

It is with plcafure I can declare, 
that Ihavethegreateft reafon to think 
the falvation of the property and the 
fecurityof the perfonsof many friends 
to freedom owing, under God, to 
the fpirited exertions of the two de-t 
tachments which marched into Mon- 
mouth ; the firil under the command 
of Col. Guerney, andthefecond un- 
der your command. 

In fhort, thofe detachments have 
refcued the county from the tyranny 
of the Tories, and put it in the power 
of* their own militia to recover and 
embody themfelves in fuch manner 
as to be able to iland on their own 
defence. —I wifh yoa, dear Sir, a 
fafe return with your detachment to 
your and their houfes and connec- 
tions, and a long and hzppy enjoy- 
ment of thofe domeilic bleflings* 
which you have taken fo much pains 
to reftore . and fecure to others in a 
neighbouring (late; and that you 
may never find thofe under your com- 
mand lefs ready to turn out for the 
public good, than they have been in 
this excurfion. Jam, dear Sir, with 
the mod unfeigned refpeci, your 
friend and humble fervant, . 

Nathan Scudder, Col. ift bat. 

Monmouth County, New-Jerfcy. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

Head Quarters, Morris.Town, Feb. 
6, 1777. The General, informed 

that 
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that many frauds and abufes had been 
committed of late by fundry foldiers, 
who, after inlifting in one regiment, 
and receiving the bounty allowed by 
Congrefs, have deferted; inlifted in 
others, and received new bounties ; 
for prevention of fuch unjuft and in- 
famous practices, commands' and 
ftrictly enjoins all officers of the Con- 
tinental army, to ufe their utmoft en- 
deavours to detect thofe who fhall be 
guilty of fuch offences ; and them 
having apprehended, they caufe to 
be forthwith tried by a general court 
martial, that they may be dealt with 
according to their crimes. 

The General thinks proper to de- 
clare, that this offence is of the moft 
enormous and flagrant nature, and 
not admitting of die lead palliation 
or excufe ; whofoever are convicted 
thereof, and SENTENCED TO 
DIE, may confider their EXECU- 
TION CERTAIN and INEVIT- 
ABLE. 

That fuch impofitions may be lefs 
practicable, every officer engaged in 
the recruiting fervice is required to 
have a piece of blue, red, or yellow 
ribband or tape, fixed in the hat of 
each foldier recruited, at the time of 
inliflment ; which he fhall conftantly 
wear, under pain of receiving thirty- 
nine lames, till the regiment or corps 
to which he belongs is alTembled, 
and joins the army. 
A true copy taken fr$m General Orders. 
G. Weepon, Adj. Gen. 

Head £>uarters % Morris-Town* 
, March it, 1777. The regiment of 
Pennfylvania militia, commanded by 
Col. Potter, having fulfilled the 
time to which they flood engaged, 
are honourably difcharged, and his 
Excellency General Wafhington re- 
turns his thanks to Col. Potter, and 
the officers and foldiers of the regi- 
ment, for their diftinguifhed beha- 
viour whilft in fervice, a behaviour 
that reflects honour upon themfelves, 
and has been of fervice to their coun- 
try. 
Arthur St. Clair, MajtrGenerah 



Bafbadoes, December 7, 1776- 
At a meeting of the General AfTem- 
bly, at the Town-Hall, on Tuef- 
day, the twenty-fixth day of No- 
vember, 1776, purfuant to ad- 
journment.* 
The Hon, Sir John Gay Al- 
leyne, Bart. Speaker. 
The Minutes of the laft meeting 
were read and committed. Mr. Se- 
cretary being at the door, was ad- 
mitted, andprefented to Mr. Speaker, 
a paper, fealed, directed * To the 
Hon. the Speaker, and to the Mem- 
bers of the General A/rembly,'* and 
figned Edward Hay, and Mr. Secre- 
tary then withdrew. 

Mr. Speaker broke the feal, and 
put the letter into the hands of the- 
Clerk, who, by order read the con- 
tents in thefe words : 

€€ Mr, Speaker and Gentlemen of. 
the Aflembly, 

" I have received your addrefs to. 
me, and have laid it before the King- 
Edward Hay."' 
Pilgrim Hwfe % zgth OBober^ 1776, 
Ordered, That the fame be en- 
tered in the Journals, and publifhed 
in the Minutes. 

Mr, Speaker informed . the Houfe, 
that fmce their laft meeting he re- 
ceived two letters from the agent of 
the ifland, addre/Ted to him as Speaker 
of the AfTembly, and that the firA 
letter was accompanied with a me- 
morial in the Agent's own name, 
to the Right Hon. Lord George 
Sackville Germain, one of his Ma- 
jefly's principal Secretaries of State, 
and the letters and memorial being 
delivered by Mr. Speaker to the 
clerk, he was ordered to read the 
fame, and they were accordingly by 
him read as follows r 

Cavendijh /quarts Sept. II, 1776. 
« Sir, 

" I have had the honour of your 
letter of the i£th of July, inclofmg 
an addrefs to the King, from the Ho- 
nourable the Houfe of AfTembly. 
You, Sir, have fignified, as Speaker, 
thoy- commands, to lay it. before bi$ 

Majefty 
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Majefty in the fame official manner, 
as the former ; and I am now to in- 
form you of my exact and immediate 
obedience. On the 8th, I delivered 
the addrefs, and a memorial with it, 
into the office of the Secretary of State 
for America. Lord George Germain 
was: not in town; but I gave them 
open to his Secretary, Mr. Knox, 
who aftured me they ihould be dis- 
patched to his Lordfhip that day ; 
adding, that Lord George would be 
in town on the 10th, and that I might 
then fee him at his own houfe at 1 1 
o'clock. 

" As I expected that Lord George, 
Would not be in the way, or, that he 
might not be at leifure to hear all 
that I had in my mind to fay, my 
own memory might have been trea- 
cherous, or, the -Minifter's might 
have failed, through a multiplicity 
of great affairs, I had thought it 
right to accompany the Aflembly's 
addrefs to the King, with the memo- 
rial from myfelf to the Secretary of 
State. It was fortunate I took the 
ftep ; for I was again difappointed 
. in meeting with his Lordfhip yefter- 
day, I was punctual to the hour ; 
but. Lord George, nor Mr. Knox, 
were at home. Returning in an hour, 
they were both gone out, and fup- 
pofed to be at the office. At the of- 
fice they had not been that day. I 
went back, and then his Lordfhip was 
juft gone to the King. I had left a 
card at the office to tell I had been 
there, and another at the houfe, to 
fay I had been there alfo, three times 
that - morning, to know his Lord- 
ihip's commands. 

" I have no doubt but Lord George 
laid the addrefs yefterday before the 
King; perhaps it was thought any 
further information, at that juncture, 
unneceflary : I ihall in proper time at- 
tend him to learn his Majefty's plea- 
sure* 

** Inclofed is a copy of the memo- 
rial. You will obferve, in the con- 
clufion, a propofal for relief. To 



be filent on that point was, perhaps, 
a decent refpect, which the AfTembly 
might think right to obferve towards 
the Sovereign; but it was a hint, 
which became your agent humbly to 
fuggeft to the Minifter: the matt«r 
was of too much moment to be dif- 
fembledwith. 

" The Hon. the AfTembly have 
my beft wifhes for fuccefs, and my 
utmoft endeavours, in every ihape, 
ihall not be wanting. 

I remain with great efleem 
and regard, 
SIR, 
Your mod obedient, 

And faithful humble fervant, 
George Walker. 
To Sir John Gay Alleyne, Bart* 

Speaker of the AiTembly of Bar- 

badoes. 

[See the Petition, and ether Papers, in 

FoL iii, page 274.] 

[COP Y.] 

To the Hon. Sir John Gay Alleyne, 

Baronet, Speaker of the AfTembly 

of Barbadoes. 
By Captain Leech, 

Q^D. C. 

Cavendijb -/quart, Sept. 20, 1776. 

" Sir, 

" I take the firft opportunity of 
forwarding a duplicate of the letter, 
which I had the honour of writing to 
you on the nth inftanc. 

" Being defirousof aperfonal con* 
ference with Lord George Germain, 
I took the liberty of fending him a 
note, of which the inclofed is a copy: 
in confeqtience of the anfwer, which 
alfo accompanies the note, I had the 
fatisfaction of an interview at the ap- 
pointed time. 

" Lord George acquainted me, 
that he had immediately prefented 
the Aflembly's addrefs to the King; 
who had been gracioufly pleafed to 
order it to be laid before the Lords of 
the Treafury for their confideration, 
together with the memorial. I ob- 
ferved to his Lordfhip, that the two 
papers were diflinct : the addrefi was 

the 
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the .public a& of the A {Terribly ; the 
memorial was of a more private na- 
ture, containing my own fentiments 
to himfelf, in cafe I mould not have 
had the good fortune to have met 
with his Lord/hip. He faid, he was 
always glad to fee every gentleman, 
who could give him information upcn 
any public matter ; that he did con- 
fider the two papers as diftinft, but 
-thought they fhould go together, as 
the one was a commentary upon the 
other ; that they were referred to the 
Treafury, becaufe the manner of the 
relief was complicated with the bu- 
finefs of that offi.ce. I added, that I 
looked upon the Secretary* of State 
fcr America, as the patron of the 
Colonies ; and although the bufinefs 
might come within the bounds of an- 
other department, I hoped his Lord- 
fliip would become an advocate upon 
theoccafion. Heanfwered, that he 
fhould fee Lord North, that day, and 
would certainly recommend it to him . 
In the courfe of the converfation, in 
which he was pleafed to indulge me, 
Lord George did me the honour to ap- 
prove much the idea in the memorial 
of an exchange of rum for provifions, 
- " From Lord George's, I went 
direftly to Lord North's. Finding 
Mr. Robinfon, his principal Secre- 
tary there, I told him that Lord 
George Germain had juft informed 
me, that the King had -ordered the 
addrefs frm the Aflembly of Bar- 
badoes to be referred to the Treafury, 
and that I was come to befpeak his 
good offices. He faid, the papers 
had not come to the office; when 
they did, be would take proper care of 
them. To get to the fpeech of Mr. 
Robiafon upon fo very bufy a day, 
Lord North being juft come to town 
From Worcefler and to attend his 
Majefly at the levee, which was be- 
*gan, I had promifed not to detain 
him two minutes ; without therefore 
entering upon the fubjeft matter, I 
Taid, that being unwilling to trouble 
Lord North, before he had made 



himfelf acquainted with the bufinefs, 
yet, anxious to lofe no time, I fhould 
be glad of his inftru&ions what to do. 
Mr. Robinfon politely acquiefced in 
the hint, and attired me, he would 
fpeak to Lord North, and fend me a 
note as foon as a time could be fixed. 

" Having thus related, Sir, the 
circumftances, the honourable the 
Houfe of Aflembly will form their 
own opinion. So far it looks well, 
that the King mould have referred 
the matter to the Treafury and not 
to the Board of Trade. . The bufi- 
nefs of the latter would have been to 
have examined into the merits of the 
cafe; by forbearing this preliminary " 
ftep, his Majefty appears to have been 
fatisfied with the reprefentations of 
the ftate of his people as made by thi* 
Aflembly. The part belonging to 
the Treafury, is, to examine the na- 
ture of the relief, whether pecuniary 
or commercial ; to what degree to be 
extended, and in what manner to 
carry it into execution ? With thefe, 
other confiderations will be com- 
bined, which properly belong to the 
province of the Secretary for Ame- 
rica, and he has promifed to recom- 
mend it. 

" I will not repeat aflurances of- 
my zeal, but endeavour to multiply 
instances. I have the honour to re- 
main with great regard and refpedt, 
S I R, 
Your molt obedient, 
And faithful humble fervant, 

George Walker." 

[COP Y.] 
To the Right Honourable Lord 
George Germain. 
Can>end/Jh'/quare 9 Sept* 13, 1776. 
" My Lord, 

" Having delivered into your 
Lordfhip's office,^ an addrefs from the 
Aflembly of theifland of Barbadoes to 
the King* and accompanied it with 
a memorial to yourfelf, I beg the fa- 
vour of knowing a time, when I may 
have the honour of attending your 
Lordfhip 
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Lordmip apon that fubjeel, I remain, 
with refpeh, my Lord, 
- Your Lordfhip's moft obedient 
Humble fervant, 
George Walker." 

[C O P Y.] 

To George Walker, Efq. 

Qwtndijk-fquart. 
* € Lord George Germain prefents 
his compliments to Mr, Walker, and 
will be glad to fee him at his houfe 
in Pall-Mall to-morrow, at twelve 
at noon." 

Pali-Mall, Tuefday, Stft. II. 

Ca*vtndijkfy*are % OS. I, 1776. 

" Sir, 

" On the foregoing pages is a 
copy of a letter I Sad the honour of 
writing to you by Captain Leech, 
who was to have failed immediately, 
but as he is now to wait for the Weft- 
India convoy, which from the firft 
was not to have been ready till the 
middle of this month ; and is now faid 
to be deferred till the beginning of the 
next, I thought it right to forward 
you a duplicate by the prefent packet. 
Not that the packet is always the 
moil fpeedy conveyance, for in thofe 
critical times, their motions are go- 
verned rather by the occasions of go- 
vernment, than regulated by dated 
times and feafons. 

" Nothing farther has been done 
£nce that letter. Lord North has had 
the misfortune to break his arm by 
a fall from his horfe, which accident 
unavoidably delays the progrefs of 
all bufinefs at the Treafury Board. 
I am therefore obliged to content 
myfelf with compliments of enquiry 
after his health ; which I find with 
pleafure to be as well as poflible. 
I remain with great regard, 

SIR, 
Your mofl obedient, 
And faithful humble fervant, 
," G*orce Walker." 
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BARBADOS. 

At a meeting of the General Atfembly 

at the Town*Hall, on Tuefiiay the 

21ft day of January, 1777, pur- 

fuant to an adjournment, present f 

The Honourable Sir Jo h if GaV 

Alleyne, Bart. Speaker, 

William Gibbes Alleyne, 

Hon. Hillary Rowe, jim, 

Thomas Alleyne, 

John Wheeler RidgwaVj, 

v Jofliua Gittens, 

Hon. Samuel Walcott, 

John Stewart, 

Jofeph Wood, 

John Burke, 

Samuel Hinds, 
t - Valentine Jones, 

Eyre Walcott, and 

Thomas Burton, Efquires. 
A verbal meffage from his Excel- 
lency to the Houfe, delivered by Mn 
Secretary to the Clerk this morning, 
and by the Clerk communicated to 
the Houfe. " That the Agent's 
bill was read the lafl Council day be* 
fore the Board three times, and has 
had the unanimous confent of the Ho- 
nourable the Members. His Excel- 
lency refufcd his affent to this bill, 
but will be ready to give his affent to 
any other bill, appointing any other 
perfon Agent for this ifland, in Great 
Britain, except the Honourable 
George Walker, Efq. 

On the motion of Mr. Thomas 
Alleyne, feconded by Mr. Stewart, 
Refolved, nem. con. 
That an humble addrefs be pre-. 
fented to the Governor, praying his 
Excellency to communicate to the 
Houfe, his reafons for refu/ing his 
aifent to the bill lately patted the 
Council and Aflembly, for continu- 
ing the Hon. George Walker, Ef<|. 
the Agent of this Iiland, in Great- 
Britain. 

Ordered, That fuch addrefs be im- 
mediately prepared, which being ac- 
cordingly done, the fame was rea4 
by order, 
A a Refolved, 
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Jiefolved, ncm. con. That the ad- 
drefs do pafs. 

Ordered, That Mr. Jones and Mr. 
Maycock do prefent the faid addrefs 
fo his Excellency. 

Ordered, That tjie faid addrefs b* 
entered in the Journals, and publifhed 
in the Minutes, and the fame is as 
follows, viz. 

To his Excellency the Honourable 
Edward Hay, his Majefty's 
Captain General, Governor and 
Commander in Chief of this ifland, 
Chancellor, Ordinary, and Vice 
Admiral of the fame. 
The humble addrefs of the General 
Aflembly. 
May it pleafe your Excellency, 
The important affairs of the iflauf 
in the.year 1761, requiring an Agent 
of an exten/ive knowledge in the va- 
rious branches of the public intereft, 
the Hon. George Walker, Efq. a 
Member of his Majefty's Council, 
was unanimoufly appointed to that 
office by the Legislature, as a perfon 
in whofe fuper^or cpndvd and un- 
queftionable zeal, the ifland repofed 
$he utmoft confidence. That the im- 
portant fervices rendered by that Gen- 
tleman to this community fmcehe has 
been nominated to the Agency, hat- 
ing well juitified the firft appoint- 
ment, he has been every year fince 
appointed to the faid office,' and an 
annual a&pafled for that purpofe, by 
the general voice of the Legiflative 
body. With the utmoft concern 
, then , We have received your Excel- 
lency's meffage, importing, that you 
had refufed your aflent to the bill that 
has lately had the unanimous confent 
{ of two branches of the Legislature, 
both Council and Aflembly, for the 
continuance of the faid George 
Walker, to be the Agent of this ifland 
for the current year. 

We the Reprefentatives of the 
people, in their General Aflem- 
bly, do therefore humbly pray, 
that your Excellency will be 
pleafed to communicate to this 



Houfe your reafons for refufing 
your aflent to the faid bill. 
BARBADOS. 
At a meeting of the General Aflem- 
bly, on Tuefday the i8thdayof 
February, 1777, at tne Towns- 
Hall, purfuajat to adjournment; 
prefent, 
The Honourable Sir John Ga^t 
Alleynb, Bart. Speaker. 
George Sanders, 
William Gibbet Alleyne, 
Thomas Alleyne, 
Jofhua Gittens, 
Hon. Samuel Walcott, 
John Stewart, 
Samuel Hinds, 
Valentine Jones, 
Richard HayneA-, , 
Eyre Walcott, 
James Mar (hall, 
.Thomas Burton, 
And Dotin Maycock, Efquires. 
The Minutes of the laft meeting 
were read and confirmed. 

The Houfe being informed Mr. 
Secretary was at the door, he was ad r 
mitted, and delivered to Mr. Speaker 
his Excellency's anfwer to the addrefs 
of the Houfe at their laft meeting. 

Ordered, That the fame be read, 
which was done in thefe words, viz. 
" Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen 
of the Aflemfcly, 

*' By the meflage delivered to you 
by the Deputy Secretary, you havje 
been informed what part of the 
Agent's bill I objected to. 

" My reafons for refufing my a/Tent 
to that bill have been laid before his 
iWajefty. 

Edward Hay. 

¥}lgrim-ftoufe } Tut/day , Feb. 1 8, \ 777. 

Mr. Thomas Alleyne then got up 

and moved the Houfe to come to the 

two following refolutions, viz. 

1 ft, Refolved, That after the fulleft 
experience, which, in the courfe of 
a long fervice, this* country has had 
of the uncommon zeal and fuperior 
ability of the Hon. George Walker, 
Efq. in the office of Agent for the 
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ifland, In Great Britain ; joined to 
that unreferved teftimony, which has 
been fo confpicuoufly given of his re- 
cent, as well as former, merit with 
the public, by the unanimous fiif- 
frages both of Council and Aflembly, 
in the bill that was patted by their 
refpeftive bodies, for continuing this 
gentleman in the fame office for the 
current year, this A/Tembly cannot,* 
under fuch circumftances, renounce 
their firft nomination of the faid 
George Walker to that department, 
and proceed to the choice of any other 
perfon in his place, without an aft of 
injuftiee to fo worthy a fervant of the 
public, an injury to our country, and 
a dishonour to ourfelves. 

2d, Refolved, That the thanks of 
this Houfe be tranfmitted by the 
Speaker to the faid George Walker, 
for his many laudable and fuccefsful 
Services to Barbados, in Great-Bri- 
tain, lamenting the lofs of fo valu- 
able an Agent, and at ,fo critical a 
jun&ure ; and requefting withal his 
generous attention ftill to the impor- 
tant interefts of this community, as 
far as he can properly exert his 
friendy cares under the prefent fanc- 
tion, alluring him of our earneft de- 
lires to reftore him to the full enjoy- 
ment of that office, to which he has 
done honour to his talents, and re- 
flected no leis upon the judgment of 
his country that had diftinguilhed 
them. 

Mr. Alleyne's motion being fe- 
conded by Mr. Hinde, the queftion 
was ordered to be feparately put, on 
each of the resolutions, and the quef- 
tion on the firft refolution being about 
tQ be pat, Mr. Maycock expreiTed 
himfelf as follows : 
" Mr. Speaker, 

** I cannot agree to this motion in 
the latitude in which I think it mult 
be underftood ; fhe defigh of it is, 
that we mould come to a refolution 
(by which, if any effeftis iritehded, 
it ought to be that of its being 
binding on us) that we cannot ap- 
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point any other Agent than Mr* 
Walker, under the circumftanett ex- 
preiTed in the motion, without an 
injury to our country, and a dijbmour 
to our/ivft. Now, I know of no cir- 
cumftances that ought to prevent us 
from the drfcharge of our duty to the 
public, and therefore if occurrences 
ihould happen (and in die prefent 
frtuation of affairs, I think, fuch are 
very likely to happen) under which it 
might fere abfolutelyneceflary, for the 
good of the country, that we mould 
appoint fome other Agent; if Nlr, 
Walker cannot be replaced, in that 
caft we mull either appoint fuch other 
Agent, and violate the refolution in- 
tended to be binding on us ; that is 
to fay, we muft act with rnconfift- 
ency, or we muft adhere to our re- 
folution and appoint no other Agent; 
and then we would indeed (to ufethe 
language of the motion) do injury to 
•ur country and dijbouour to ourfefots. 
I wilh to be understood, that my rea- 
fons for oppofing this motion, arife 
from a confidermtion for the public 
and ourfelves ; for, in refpeft t6 the 
Gentleman who is the fubjecTt of it, 
I can chearfally concur in every Ho- 
nourable mention that is made of 
him, can readily agree to every ac- 
knowledgment which is due to him 
for his fervices, and can fiqcerely re- 
gret the fevetal occurrences which 
have contributed to interrupt the con* 
tinuanceof them. 

To which Mr. Speaker anfwered, 
" that he thought the refolution 
moved for was to be juftified in its 
full extent ; for if the extraordinary 
merit of Mr. Walker in the cburfeof 
a long fervice was fo readily acknow- 
ledged, and no reafpri had been vouch- 
fafed to the requeft humbly made to 
the Governor for his Excellency's re- 
fufing his aflent to the bill, after it 
bad paired the Council as unani- 
mottfly as it had done the Houfe of 
Aflembly, then ftfrely the Houfe 
were bound in juftice to Mr. Walker, 
in duty to their country, and in ho- 
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iiour to their own body,, not to make 
a facrifice of this old and valuable 
fervant! of the public, to no one ap- 
parent consideration of a public na- 
ture whatfoever; efpecially, when, 
befides the difgrace of too ready a 
fubmiilion in their body to fo great a 
lofs as that of the beft Agent ever, 
employed by this colony, and at fuch 
a crifis, the Houfe would appear to 
make a virtual furrender by it, of 
that indifpenfable conftitutional right 
vefted in them, of choofing their 
own Agent ; or utterly deilroy all 
the falutary effects of fuch a right of 
choofing, in matters of the moft in- 
terefting confequence to this commu- 
nity, in which their Agent might be 
called to aft — That if any very par- 
ticular occurrences mould, notwith- 
ftanding, arife to make it abfolutely 
neceffkry for the good of the country, 
(of which that Houfe, however, were. 
to be themfelves the judges) to give 
up the point ; then, indeed, to that 
flrfi anct great principle of duty in all" 
gewrementj, every other confidera- 
tion muft give way; and then too an 
unbiased regard for that principle 
would with eafe be able to reconcile 
any feeming inconfiftency of the mea- 
sure with a former equally difinterefted 
de'termination to the contrary; but 
for the Houfe to find themfelves de- 
prived, in the manner that would ap- 
pear upon the face of their proceed- 
ings, of fo very ab!e a fervant of his 
country, a&ing in fo important an 
office; and yet to fit down "calmly 
with the lofs, or to forbear expreffing 
themfelves in the degree of warmth 
propofed under the pain of it, what 
would this be, but to give the public 
an occafion to fufpeft that the Houfe 
were indifferent to the event, and 
only waited the refult of his Excel- 
lency's reafons, laid before his Ma- 
jefty, to direct them tamely to an- 
other choice: whereas, it vpbs their 
duty to follow thofe reafons,. what- 
ever they were, with proper decla- 
rations of their own ; in order that 



the A/Tembly might make known at 
large their real fentiments under the 
dilemma, as well as give fome pledge 
to their conftituents of their firmnef* 
in fo juft a caufe ; for if the Houfe 
fhould t>ajfti/efy confent to name any 
other Agent than the faithful one, 
who has been fo long devoted to their 
fervice, and fo frequently honoured 
with teftimonies of their efteem ; if 
they fhould be the leaft inclinable to ' 
concur in thus requiting the fervice* 
of a man, whofe fidelity to their in- 
tereil may have been his only fault ; 
what hope remained to them of being 
ever faithfully ferved again in that 
department? Nay, what other return 
could reafonably be expected by them 
from a fucceuor fo unworthily pro- 
moted, but that he fhould betray his 
truft, encouraged by the treacherous 
example of their own weakuefs in his 
promotion ! Mr. Speaker declared, 
therefore, In favour of the firflrefo-. 
lution, as being equally necefTary 
for the honour of the Houfe, as the 
laft was for the. fatisfa&ion of the 
Gentleman who was the fubiecl of 
it," J 

The quefiion being then put the 
Houfe divided, the members voting 
as follows : i 

, Yea 10, viz. 

Mr. MarfhalT, 

Mr. Eyre Walton, 

Colonel Haynes, 

Mr. Jones, 

Mr. Hinds, 

Mr. Stewart, 

Mr. Thomas Alleyne, 

Mr. Will. Gibbes Alley**, 

Mr, Sanders, 

And Mr. Speaker. 

Nay ^ via* 

Mr. Maycock, ' 

Mr, Burton, 

Judge Walcott, 

AmTMr. Gittens. 

The queftion being carried ia 
the affirmative, the Houfe accord- 
ingly came to the firft refolution pro- 
pofed, 

The 
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The fecond refolution was unani- 
moufly agreed to. 

Ordered, That Mr, Speaker do 
tranfmit the thanks of this Houfe to 
Mr. Walker, agreeable to the faid re- 
folution. 



PHILADELPHIA. 
An ACT directing the mode of col- 
letting the fines impofed on per- 
fons who did not meet and exer- 
cife, in order to learn the Art Mi- 
litary, according to the refolves of 
the late AfTembly of Pennfyl- 
vania. 

WHEREAS by a refolve of the 
late Houfe of Aflembly, dated the 
5th day of April, 1776, impofing a 
fine on all able bodied effective male 
wHite perfons, capable of bearing 
arms, not aflbciators, between the 
ages of fucteen and fifty years (Minis- 
ters of the Gofpel, of all denomina- 
tions, School-mailers, in actual em- 
ploy, and fervants, purchafed bona 
fide, and for a valuable confideration 
only excepted). And whereas (to the 
great difcouragement and diflatisfac- 
tion of the fpirited and virtuous af- 
fbciators in this ftate) the fines have 
not yet been collected, therefore, for 
making effectual the faid refolve, Be 
it enaBtdi and it is hereby tnafied, by 
the reprefentatives of the freemen 
of the Commonwealth of Pennfyl- 
vania* in General- Aflembly met, 
and by the authority of the fame, 
That the three Commiflioners, which, 
at the time of their meeting, fhallthen 
have been laft elected in each county 
respectively, in this Commonwealth, 
or any two of them, be required and 
enjoined, and they are hereby re- 
quired andenjoined, to meet together, 
at the Court-Houfe in their respec- 
tive counties, on the twenty-eighth 
day of February inftant, and appoint 
a proper perfbn in each ward, town- 
fliip, and diftrict, under their hands 
acd feals, to make a return to them 
in writing, of the names and firnames 
«f every male white perfon capable 



of bearing arms, it the timtf of par- 
ting the faid refclves by the faid late 
Aflembly, between the ages of fixteen 
and fifty years (Minifters of the Gof- 
pel of all denominations, School- 
mailers, in actual employ, and fer- 
vants purchafed bona fide t and for va- 
luable confideration only excepted) 
where fuch returns have not already 
been made. 

And be it further enacted by the am* 
tberity ofurefnid, That if any perfon, 
or perfons, appointed as aforefaid, 
fhall neglect or refufe to perform the' 
duty aforefaid, the Commiflioners 
aforefaid of the refpective counties, or 
any two of them, are hereby required 
and enjoined to fine him or them, in 
anyfum not exceeding twenty pounds, 
and fuch fine fhall be levied and re- 
covered in the fame manner as hath 
been heretofore directed by the laws 
of Pennfylvania, for levying and re- 
covering' fines impofed on afleftbrc 
refufing or neglecting to perform the 
duties therein required of them, 
which fines fhall be paid into the 
hands of the refpective County Trea- 
furers, to be by them applied to the 
fame ufe as other monies directed to 
be levied by this Act. And the Com- 
miflioners aforefaid, or any two of 
them, are hereby enjoined an^ re- 
quired to appoint fome proper perfon 
to make out the lifts aforefaid, in the 
place of the perfon fuft appointed, 
who fhall make out fuch lifts, and re- 
turn them to the Commiflioners on 
or before the twenty-feventh day of 
March next enfuing. 

And be it further tna&ed by the au- 
thority aforefaid ', That every perfon ap- 
pointed as aforefaid, fhall, before he 
enters upon the duty of his office, take 
an oath or affirmation, which any Jnf- 
tice, Commiffioner or County afleflbr, 
is hereby authorized and required to 
adminifter, without fee or reward, 
(if a perfon of the hrft appointment) 
that he will make a faithful and di- 
ligent enquiry, and endeavour by 
proper and lawful ways and means, 

to 
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to procure a true aid exact account 
and lift of the names and firnames of 
all male white perfons capable of 
bearing urms, who werei>etween the 
ages of fixteen and fifty'years before 
the laft Monday in February laftpatf, 
residing within his townfhip, borough, 
ward ordiftrict, and will make a juft 
and true return of fuch account or lilt 
to the Commiflioners aforefaid, on or 
before the eleventh day of March 
next enfuing, or (if a perfon not of 
the firft appointment) on or before 
the twcnty-feventh day of March 
next enfuing ; and every perfon ap- 
pointed and acting as aforefaid, fhall 
receive for his trouble in making out 
and returning fuch lifts, the Aim of 
five millings for every day he fhall 
be employed in that fervice. And 
if any difpute fhall arife concerning 
the age of any non-aflbciator, the 
fame (nail be determined by the Com- 
miffioners aforefaid, who fhall be 
judges of the evidence produced in 
favour of fuch non-aflbciator. 

And be it further ena&ed by the au- 
thority aforejaid, That the Captain 
or Commanding Officer of each com- 
pany is hereby required and enjoined, 
on or before the twentieth day of 
March next enfuing, to deliver, under 
his hafnd, to the Colonel or Com- 
manding Officer of the battalion to 
which he belongs, a lift of all the 
perfons belonging to his company, 
who have at any time figned the ar- 
ticles of aflbciation, therein men- 
tioning the time of their firft figning 
the faid articles, the county and 
townlhip, borough, ward ordiftrict, 
in which each of the faid aiibciators 
refidcs, which the Colonel or Com- 
manding Officer fhall carefully keep, 
and therefrom fhall immediately 
make out and return, on or before 
the twenty-feventh day of March, a 
fair duplicate to the jJommiflioners 
aforefaid, except the fame be dready 
done. 

And be it further, enaStd by the 
authority efortjkid, That the Com* 



miflioners aforefaid rcfpeclively, or 
any two of them, are hereby required 
and enjoined to caufe their clerks to 
make out fair lifts of the names and 
firnames of all perfons mentioned in 
the duplicates returned to them as 
aforefaid, with the places of abode of 
thofe who appeared by the duplicates 
returned by the Colonels or Com- 
manding Officers, not to have figned 
the articles of aflbciation. And 
thereupon the faid Com miflioners are 
required to charge every fuch perfon 
not affociating, the Aim of three 
pounds ten millings, on the lifts 
made out on their order as aforefaid ; 
and every perfon who hath figned the 
articles of aflbciation, after the laft 
Monday of February laft, three 
fhillings and fix-pence for each and 
every parade-day appointed by the 
aforefaid Refolves, before his figning 
as aforefaid : all which lifts as afore- 
faid, to be made out on or before 
the tenth day of April next, on 
which day the aflefTors of the city, 
and the aflefTors of the counties re- 
fpectively, or any four of them, and 
one or more of the Commiflioners, 
fhall meet together at die County 
Court-houfe, or fuch convenient place 
as the faid Commiflioners fhall ap- 
point, and appoint a proper perfon in 
each townfhip, ward, and diftrict, in 
the fame manner as directed in the 
county levy Act of Pennfylvania for 
collecting the county taxes, to col- 
lect the fines aforefaid ; which Collec- 
tors, (o appointed, fhall have the fame 
powers and authorities as the Collec- 
tors appointed by virtue of the county 
levy Act as aforefaid, for collecting 
county taxes, have had and exercifed, 
or ought to have and exercifc. 

And be it furtbtr enaHed by the au* 
tlority^aforefaid % That if any Collec- 
tor, appointed as aforefaid, fhall re- 
fiife or neglect to do and perform his 
feveral and refpective duties, as re- 
quired by this Act, he fhall forfeit and 
pay the fum of twenty pounds, to 
be recovered in the fame manner as- 
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fines aredire&ed to be recovered from 
the Collectors appointed by virtue of 
the county levy Aft aforefaid, upon 
their negleft or refufal, and be paid 
into the fame hands, and applied to 
the fame ufes, as other money railed 
by virtue of this Aft. And, in fuch 
cafe, the Commiffioners of the coun- 
ties refpeftively, or any two of them, 
{hall appoint another Colleftor in his 
ftead, who fhall have the fame power 
and authority as the other Colleftor 
aforefaid, and be fubjeft to the fame 
iines and forfeitures as aforefaid. 

And be it fm tker enaQed by the au- 
thority aforefaid, That if any appren- 
tice was willing to aflbciate, and his 
jnatter or mittrefs did not permit him 
fo to do, and detained him from go- 
ing to the parade on any of the days 
of exercife appointed by theRefolve 
of the late Afiembly, fuch matter or 
mittrefs lhall be liable to the payment 
of three millings and fix-pence 
for each time he or fhe did hinder or 
fo detain his or her faid apprentice : 
and if fuch apprentice mall have ne.- 
glefted or refufed to appear on any of 
the faid days of exercife, not being 
detained by his faid matter or millrefc, 
he, if qfeftate, fhall, by his guardian, 
pay fuch fine. And fhe father or 
mother pf any minor or minors, aflb- 
ciators, and non-aflbciators, being in 
the fervice of his father or mother, 
fliall be accountable to the Colleftor 
for his or their fines charged as afore- 
said. 

And be it further enabled by thr au- 
thority aforefaid^ That if any Com- 
mifGoner, or City or County AfleiTor, 
mall neglecj or refufe to perform any 
of the duties required of him by this 
Aft, fuch Commiflioner or AfTeflbr 
lhall forfeit and pay tjfie fum of 
thirty pounds for every fuch of- 
fence ; fuch line to be levied and re- 
covered in the county If vy Aft afoie- 
faid, and paid and appropriated in 
the fame manner, and for the fame 
purpofes, as the other monies raifed 
by virtue of this Aft; and in fuch cafe, 



the Commif&oner or Commifuonere 
and Afleflbra, who (hall proceed agree- 
able to the directions of this Aft, or 
a majority of them, are hereby en- 
joined to appoint another fui table and 
proper perfon to aft in his £ead, fo 
refufing or neglefting as aforefaid ; 
which perfon fb appointed fhall have 
the fame power and authority, and 
perform thefeveral duties hereby re- 
quired of the faid Commiffioners and 
AflefTors; and on failure thereof fhall 
forfeit and pay the fum of thirty 
pounds, to be applied as aforefaid. 

Provided ttevtr/be/efs, and it i$ hereby 
tnaBtd by the authority aforefaid t That 
thofe who have formed themfelvesinto 
regular companies, and figned written 
articles of aflbciation, agreeable to 
the intentions of the refolves of the 
late Aftembly, and have attended the 
parade, and muttered the number of 
twenty days within the time limited 
by the faid AfTembly (unlefs having 
marched into the Jerfies on aftual fer- 
vice) lhall be confidered in the fame 
light, and dealt with in the fame 
manner, as thofe who havefigned the 
articles of aflbciation framed by the 
late Houfe of AlTembly. And that 
fuch as have not figned any attbeiadon 
whatever, nor attended to anv par- 
ticular mutter-days, yet, on the firft 
call of the affociators laft fummer, 
did chearfully turn out to camp, and 
ferve the time then required of the 
aflbciators in defence of the Ameri- 
can States, fhall be deemed as aflb- 
ciators from the time of t^eir engaging 
in the faid fervice. 

And be it further ena&ed by the au- 
thority aforefaU ', That ifanynon-af- 
fociator, or the parent, guardian, mas- 
ter or mittrefs, of any non-afTociator, 
between the ages of fixteen and twen- 
ty-one years, or any other non-aflbci- 
atcr, fhall think him or herfelf ag- 
grieved by the afTefTment aforefaid, 
he or fhe may appeal to the County 
Commiffioners where he or fhe refide*, 
who, or any two of them, fhall meet 
together on or before the twelfth day 
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cf May next enftnng, and fo from day 
to day, as long as may be necefTary, 
and at fuch place or places as the 
Commiffioners, or any two of them, 
fhall appoint ; of which days and 
places^of meeting they mall caufe the 
Collectors to give due notice to 
the perfons fo charged, or by this Aft 
made liable to the fines as aforefaid : 
and alfo return the names of all per- 
fons omitted or not charged in their 
duplicates refpeftivcly, who are made 
Ineable by this Act; and then, and 
there, the faid Commiffioners, or any 
two of them, lhall hear fuch appeals 
«s may be made to them ; and may 
difcharge fuchaflTefTment, or lower the 
fame, as to them, on confidcration of 
Inability of perfon or eftate, (only) 
ihail appear juir. and equitable. 

Ana be it further ena8*d by the au~ 
therity afore/aid, That d:e faid Com- 
jniffioners of the counties refpeftive- 
)y, or any two of them, within ten 
days after hearing and determining 
the appeal made to them, fhall rectify 
and adjuft the lifts returned to them 
as aforefaid, and the afTefiments there- 
on, and deliver to the Treasurers of 
the counties refpeftively a true ac- 
count of the fum total which every 
Collector (hall be charged with in 
purfuance of this Aft ; and (hall caufe 
their clerks to make out and deliver 
fair duplicates thereof to the refpttive 
Collectors of the townfhips, boroughs, 
vards, and diftrifts, within the faid 
city and counties refpeftively, who 
fhall colieft the faid fums, and fhall 
pty the fame into the hands of the 
County Treafurers refpeftively, who 
lhall jpay the fame into the hands of 
the State-Treafurer for the time being, 
to be applied in fuch manner as this 
cr afcy future Houfe of Aflembly fhall 
*Hreft;.and the Commiffioners and 
AHcflors (hall be allowed feven mil- 
lings and fix-pence per diem for their 
Service aforeiaid. And ail perfons 
fhall be liable to the payment of the 
; faid fums in the fame manner, and 
ihe Collectors fhall have die fame 



powers, and fhall proceed in colfeft- 
ing and levying the faid fums, and 
mall be accountable in the fame man- 
ner as is direfted by the Aft of Ge- 
neral AfTembly of the province of 
Pennfylvanja, entituled, " An Aft 
for raxfingcounty rates, and levies, for 
collecting the county taxes," and the 
Collectors fhall have for their care 
and troubk in collecting the faid 
fines, one (hilling in the pound for all 
fuch monies collected as aforfaid ; 
and the Treafurer fhall have for his 
care and trouble in receiving from the 
CoUeftors, delivering to the State- 
Treafurer, and paying the Comrnif- 
oners orders, one per cent, and the 
State-Treafurer fhall have for, hit 
trouble one fourth per cent. 

And he it further enaQed hy the au- 
thority aforefaid, That the Treafurers 
of the counties refpeftively, before 
they enter on the duties hereby re- 
quired of them, fhall give fecurity 
to the Commiffioners, for the faith- 
ful difcharge of their office, in the 
fum. of fifteen hundred pounds- 
Jo hn Jacobs, Speaker* 

Pajfed Friday, Feb. 14, 1 777. 

An ACT anthorifing the Collector* 
of the Excife due and to become 
due on fpirituous liquors, to col- 
ieft the fame, and directing the 
mode of obtaining tavern and 
other licences ; and for other pnr- 
pofes therein mentioned. 
WHEREAS, by the ceaftng of the 
powers of government in the province 
of Pennfylvanla, the feveral and re- 
fpeftive CoUeftors of Excife impofed 
on fpirituous liquors, by the laws 
late of the faid province, could not 
collect the fame as by the faid laws 
they are direfted and required, al- 
though the fame was and ftill is abfo- 
lutely neceffary for the purpofes of 
defraying the expences of govern- 
ment, and finking the bills of credit 
emitted by Refolves of the late Af- 
fembly for the public defence ; an4 
although it is evident that dealers in 
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liquors have received greater profits 
on fuch liquors than was cuftomary 1 
theretofore, or than is juft and rea- 
sonable, to the encreafing their own 
eftates and the injury of many of the 
good people of the State. And as it 
is alfo juft and reafonable, that ail 
perfons who make great profits and 
advantage by the public, fhould con- 
tribute to the public expence accord- 
ingly, Be it therefore enacted by the 
Reprefentatives of the Freemen of 
the Commonwealth in Pennfylvania, 
in General AfTembly met, and by; 
the authority of the fame, That the 
Collector of Excife on fpirituous li- 
quors in each county in this State,: 
who was appointed to that office by 
the laA Aflernbly of the faid province^ 
fhall be, and continue, Collector of 
the Exeife, on fpirituous liquors in 
the county for which he was fo ap- 
pointed, if living, until another mail 
be appointed in his ftead : and the 
faid Collectors, and every of them', 
and fuch others as may be hereafter 
appointed, mall have, ufe and exer- 
cife all the powers and authority 
which Collectors of the Excife might, 
could or ought to have had, ufed 
and exercifed, under or by vim* of 
the faid laws, and mall in all things 
refpecting the duties of the (aid office 
be governed by the laws aforefaid. 
And all- perfons whomfoever that, 
by the law's aforefaid, ought to have 
paid excife, if the force and effect of 
the faid laws had not ceafed, fhall 
be, and are hereby declared to be 
within the meaning and intention of 
this Act, 'and fhall pay the duty or 
excife, on ail liquors they and each 
of them have purchafed and not paid 
excife &r according to the faid laws, 
as. far as can be known and discover- 
ed: ancf all retailers of fpirituous 
liquors, and every other perfon. com- 
ing under, or within the notice of 
the faid laws, are hereby declared to 
be, and. to have been fubject to all 
the duties of excife, fines and for- 
feitures, 'paiAs and penalties by the 



faid laws inflicted, or directed to be 
collected, paid, taken and received, . 
as fully and amply as the fame could 
or might have been done at any 
time before the fourteenth day of 
Mayiaft. 

.' And whereas it Is reprefented to 
this Houfe, that divers tavern- 
keepers, public-houfe-keepers, beer- 
houfe-kecpers, and keepers of dram- 
mops, have not taken out licences, or 
paid licence-fees, as the laws of the 
faid province directed and required, 
although they have continued, their 
refpective bufmefTes as before, and. 
received as great profits and emolu- 
ments therefrom as thofe who have 
taken and paid for fuch licences. 
Now, in order that equal juftice may 
be done to all, and die licence-fees 
applied to the ufe of the State accord- 
ing to the true intent and meaning 
of the confutation thereof, Be it 
enacted by the authority aforefaid, 
That where any perfon had kept a 
tavern, inn, public houfe of enter- 
tainment, ale-houfe, beer-hpufe or 
dram-fhop, by the Governor's li- 
cence, in the year 1775, and did not 
take out a licence for .the.year 1.776, 
although they continued to keep 
fuch tavern, inn, public-houfe, ale- 
houfe or dram-ihop ; every fuch per- 
fon is hereby declared indebted to 
this State a fum of money equal to 
the fum he, or fhe, had laft paid, 
or ought to have paid for fuch li T 
cence, agreeable to the laws afore- 
faid : and every perfon who ha* 
(without licence^ fct up and kept a 
tavern, public houfe of entertain- 
menti inn, aje-houfe, beer-houfe or 
.dram-fhop, and continued the fame 
for the fpace of three months in the 
year 1776, or in the years 1776 and 
1777, as hereby declared to be in- 
debted to this State a fum of money 
equal tp the fees or fum of money 
directed by the laws aforefaid fo bp 
paid for a licence for keeping fu,ch 
houfe or tavern, ordram-fhop) whicji 
fhall be recovered by the Collector 
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of Exd(e for the refpe&ive counties 
in the fame manner as fines and for- 
feitures are directed to be recovered 
by the laws aforefaid : and when re- 
covered, fhall be considered as fines 
or forfeitures, and paid into the 
Treafury with the other fines and 
excife monies ; and the Collectors 
fhall have the fame allowance or pay, 
for collecting, as by the faid laws he 
ought to have for collecting fines and 
forfeitures. 

And hi it fmrtbtr tnaStd by tbt 
authority afire/kid, That no perfon 
or perfons whatfoever within this 
State, fhall fet up, or keep a tavern, 
inn, public houfe of entertainment,, 
ale-houfe, beer-houfe or dram-fhop, 
unlefs fucji perfon or perfons be firft 
recommended by the JufUces in the 
refpective County Courts of Quarter- 
Seflions for the faid county, to the 
Prefident and Council of this State 
for the time being, for a licence for 
fo doing, who fhall (on fuch perfon 
having given bond, and paid to the 
Clerk of fuch Court refpectively* the 
whole of the fees as directed by the 
laws aforefaid to be pajd for fuch li- 
cence) grant the fame/ and the Se- 
cretary of the Council of tins State 
fhall have for making out each licence 
the.fum of fix millings. And if any 
perfon or perfons fhall keep any t^ r 
yern, inn, public houfe of enter- 
tainment, ale-houfe, beer-houfe, or 
dram-fhop, by virtue of a licence 
from the Prefident aforefaid, he, fhe 
or they, fhall be in all things fubjeft 
to the rules, regulations and reflec- 
tions of the faid laws in fuch cafes 
made and provided, where the licence 
was to be granted by the Governors 
of Pennfylvania. And if any perfon 
<>r perfons fhall -keep any tavern, 
public houfe of entertainment, inn, 
ale-houfe, beer-houfe or dram r fhop, 
without firft obtaining a licence for 
each refpective year, all and every 
ifuch perfon and perfons fhall, for 
every fuch, offence, be dealt with as 
the laid laws in fuch cafe direct. 



And bi it further enaBtd by tbi ' 
authority afortfaid, That the Clerk 
of the Court of fuch refpeftive county 
fhall pay all fuch monies as he fhall 
fo receive (his own lawful fees only 
excepted) into the State Treafur? 
forthwith after the term at which 
fuch recommendations were granted, 
and tranfmit an account of the number 
fuch licences and the fum of money 
fo received and paid into the hands 
of the Treafurer, to the Committee 
appointed by the Aflemjsly to fettle 
the public accounts for the time be- 
ing, which monies fhall be fubject 
to the draughts and orders of the 
Houfe of Aflembly. 

And bt it frrtbir tnaSed by tbt au- 
thority afertf aid, That the Prefident, 
and in his abfejice the Vice 7 Prefident 
of the State, fhall grant licences in all 
cales where the Governors of Penn- 
fylvania have heretofore granted li- 
cences, and the fees fhall be the fame 
as have heretofore ufually been in 
like cafes, and fhall be paid into the 
hands of the State Secretary (except 
in the cafe aforefaid) —And the faid 
Secretary fhall make fair entries of 
all fuch monies he fhall fo receive, 
and fhall once in three months, or oft- 
ner, pay the fame into the hands of 
the Treafurer aforefaid, for the ufe of 
the State, retaining in his hands the 
fum of five millings for his trouble 
in making out each of (the faid li- 
cences, and affixing thp feal to the 
fame, and fhall tranfmit an account 
thereof, on oath or affirmation, to 
the Committee of Accounts for the 
time being, appointed by the Gene- 
ral Aflembly to fettle the public ac- 
counts. 

And bt it fnrtbtr tnaBtd by th$ 
authority afort/aid, That all pedlars, 
hawkers and petty chapmen, fhall be, 
and are hereby declared to be, within 
the meaning a&d ' intention of this 
ACL l ' % 

John Jacobs, $%ta$tr. 
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An ACT to difcourage defertion, United States: and the 
and to punifh all fuch perfons as 
mall harbour or conceal defert- 



ers. 

WHEREAS many foldiers, being 
duly inlifted or employed in the fer- 
vice of the United States of America, 
and others in the fervice of this State, 
defert and abfent themfelves ille- 
gally from their refpe&ive duties, 
to the great prejudice of the fervice 
and the ill example of others : in or- 
der therefore, that an evil fo dan- 
gerous in its confequences may be 
properlydifcouraged, and (if poflible) 
finally prevented, and the encou- 
ragers and abettors thereof duly pu- 
nilhed, Be it enacted by the Represen- 
tatives of the Freemen of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennfylvania in Ge- 
neral AfTembly met, and by the au- 
thority of the fame, That it fhall and 
may be lawful to and for the Con- 
stable of the townfhip, ward, or bo- 
rough, where any perfon who fhall 
be fufpe&ed td be a deferter fhall be 
found, who is hereby authorifed and 
required to apprehend, or caufe him 
to be apprehended, and brought be- 
fore any Jufiice of the Peace of this 
State living in or near fuch place, 
who is hereby authorifed and required 
to examine fuch fufpe&ed perfon ; 
and if, by his confeffion, or the tefti- 
mony of one or more witnefsor wit- 
nefTes, upon oath or affirmation, or 
by the knowledge of fuch Juftiee of 
the Peace, it mail appear that fuch 
fufpe&ed perfon is an inlifted fbl- 
dier, and ought to be with the troop 
or company to which he belongs, 
fuch Juftiee of the Peace fhall forth- 
with caufe him to be conveyed to the 
faol of the county where he fhall be 
Kind ; and the Sheriff of the county 
ihall forthwith tranfmit an account 
thereof to the Colonel or commanding; 
officer of the battalion to which faid 
deferter fhall belong, or of the near- 
eft battalion, to the end that fuch 
perfon may be proceeded againfc ac- 
cording to the martial law of the 



keeper of 
fuch gaol or houfe of correction fhall 
receive the full fubfiftence of fuch de- 
ferter or deferters, but fhall not be 
in titled to any fee or reward on ac-i 
count of the imprifbnment of foch 
deferter or deferters, any law, ufage 
or cuftom, to the contrary notwith- 
standing. And for the better en- 
couragement 'of every Conflable to fe* 
cure or apprehend fuch deferters as 
aforefaid, Be it further ena&ed by 
the authority aforefaid, That the o£ 
ficer, to whom faid deferter fhall be 
delivered, fhall be paid into the hands 
of the gaoler or fheriff, where fuck 
deferter fhall be apprehended and de- 
tained, over and befide the reward or- 
dered to be paid by Congrefs for 
each deferter he fhall fo deliver^ the 
Aim of three dollars for the ufe of the 
Conflable or Conftables who hath or 
have apprehended the faid deferter 
or deferters. 

And bt it further $na&td by tbt au- 
thority aforefaid, That if any perfon 
fhall harbour or entertain, for the 
fpace of fix hours by day, or twelve 
hours bv night, any deferter or de- 
ferters, knowing him or them to be 
fuch, without apprehending him or 
them, or giving notice thereof to the 
next Juiface of the Peace, or to fome 
Confbble, every fuch perfon fo of- 
fending fhall forfeit and pay for every 
fuch offence the fum of &re pounds : 
or if any perfon fhall knowingly de- 
tain, buy or exchange, or otherwife 
receive any arms, caps, cloaths, or 
other furniture or accoutrements be- 
longing to the United States of 
America, or either of them, from any 
foldier or deferter, upon any account 
or pretence whatsoever, or caufe the 
colour of fuch cloaths to be changed, 
the perfon or perfons fo offending, 
on being thereof legally convicted, 
fhall forfeit and pay, over and above 
the, value thereof, the fum of Eve 
pottnds ; one moiety thereof, and of 
the laft mentioned fine, to the over- 
feers of the poor of the townfhip, for 
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the ufe of the poor thereof, and the 
-other moiety to the informer : and 
in cafe any fuch offender, who fhall 
be convicted a> aforefaid, of har- 
bouring or affifting any fuch deferter 
or deferters, or having knowingly 
received any arm3, cloaths, caps, or 
other furniture belonging to the faid 
United States, or either of them, or 
of having caufed the colour of fuch 
doaths to be changed, contrary to the 
intent of this Aft, and fhall not have 
fufficient goods of chattels whereon 
diftrefs may be made to the value of 
the penalties and forefeitures incurred 
by him, her or them, for fuch oflence, 
or give fufficient fureties for the pay- 
ment of fuch penalties Within fixty 
tlays after fuch conviftion ; then, and 



of every townfhip ' in this State, rr- 
fpe&ively, are hereby enjoined ano? 
required, under the penalty of twenty 
fhillings for every neglecl, to go as 
often as the cafe may require, to every 
fufpecled place of houfe in his towrv- 
ihip, or the adjacent townfhips, that 
he fhall fufpeft or be informed of r 
and apprehend every fufpe&ed per- 
k fbn, and take him or them before the 
'next Juftice, and if on examination 
it (hall appear probable that he or 
they is or are a deferter or deferters, 
fuch Juftice (hall commit him or diem 
to the county gaol, until it ihall be 
known whether he or they be a de- 
ferter or deferters, or not* And if 
any able-bodied .man lhall travel, or 
come into any part of, this State, 



in fuch cafe, any two Juftices of the -without a pafs from fome Jnftice of 



Peace ihall and may, by warrant 
under their hands and feals, either 

, commit fuch offender to the common 
gaol, there to remain without bail Or 
main prize, for the fpace of fix weeks, 
or caufe fuch offender to be publicly 
\yhipped on his or her back with any 

'number of'Ia/hes, not exceeding twen- 
ty-one. Provided always, That no 
. Commiflionea' Officer, or any other 
perfon, mall break open any houfe to 
fearch for deferters without awar- 



the county, or fome other Juftice of 
the Peace, from whence he may have 
come ; or, if a foldier, from his Com- 
manding Officer ; every fuch perfon 
fo travelling, or coming into the 
State as aforefaid, 1 ihall be deemed 
and taken to be a deferter,and within 
the meaning of this A£> except the 
contrary be made appear : and every 
conftable is hereby authorifed (if need 
be) to call to his aid: fufficient alfif- 
tance (meri of the neighbourhood) 



rant from a Juftice of the Peace ; and ; to apprehend any deferter, or defer- 
every Commiflioned Officer, or any- ters ; and if any perfon or perfons. fo 



other perfon, who. Ihall, without war- 
rant from one or more Juftice or Juf- 
ftices of the Peace of this State (which 
faid warrant the faid Juftice or Jufti-- 
ces are hereby impowered to grant) 
forcibly enter into, or break open, 
the dweliing-hfcufe'or' out-hoiife of 
any perfon whatsoever, under pretence 
of fearching for deferters, fhall, upon* 
due proof thereof, forfeit and pay thr 
fuxn of thirty pounds* to the owner 
of fuch houfe, and make good all 
damages, he, me or they may fuftain 
by fuch breaking. ' 

And he it further enafltd by the au* 



called or commanded to affift the con- 
ftable, fhall difobey or »refufe fuch 
afSftance, on complaiai thereof made 
to the next Juftice, eveEyperfon fo 
refufmg fhall, if convicted, forfeit and 
pay to the faid Juftice the? fusa.of 
twenty fhillings ; one moie.ty to ;he 
ufe of the poor of the townijiip where 
fuch refufal fhall be, and the otjie^for 
the ufe of fuch conftable* *o be reco- 
vered as debts under forty fhillings. 

And. in order to encourage the ap- 
prehending deferteri, fYsry _ perfon 
not aconitaJble, who &aU apprehend 
any deferter, and deliye^.}ivR Wi jpnae 



tbority cforejaid % That the conttables-- conibrole, ihall b^entitje^^/aceive* 

of each ward in the city of Pniladel- "for .every -{beb-dcfefiEr^j&e;, fytL of 

phia, the diftri&of Southwark, and twenty ihiilutga* t*>ej^d££|4£the 
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State-Treafury ; or if he conveys fuch 
deferter to the county gaol, he mall 
be entitled to the fame reward as 
conftables by this aft ^re entitled to 
receive. John Jacobs, Speaksr. 

PaJidThurfday, Feb. 20, 1777. 



An ACT to impower the Juftices of 
Peace for the city of Philadelphia 
to do and perform certain matters 
and things formerly directed to be 
done and performed by the Mayor, 
Recorder,, and Aldermen of the' 
faid city. 

Whereas by an Act of the General 
AfTembly of the province of Pennfyl- 
Vania, palled on the feventh day of 
June, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand feven hundred and twelve, 
^intitled " An Aft for raifmg money 
on the inhabitants of the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, for the public ufe and be- 
nefit thereof;" and by one other Act, 
intitled " An Aft for regulating 
party walls, buildings, and partition 
fences in the city of Philadelphia ;" 
and by one other Aft pafled the 
twenty-firfl day of October, in: the 
year of pur Lord one thoufand 
feven hundred and fixty-one, intitled 
** An Aft for the better employment, 
relief, and fupport of the poor, within 
the city of Philadelphia, the diflrift 
of Southwark, and the townfhip of 
Moyamenfing, PafTyunk, and the 
Northern Liberties;" and by one 
other Aft patted the eighteenth day 
of February, in the year of our Lord 
one thoufand feven hundred and fixty- 
, nine, intitlell " An Aft for regulat- 
ing, pitching, paving, and cleaning 
the- highways, ilreet^ lanes and al- 
leys, and for regulating, making, 
. and amending the water courfes and 
cwttmon fewers within the inhabited 
' and fettled parts of die. city of Phi- 
ladejphia, for raifing money for de- 
, « fraying tne expeinces thereof, and for 
, <ithfi/ purpofes thereiiVrmentioned ;'* 
J : and by one other Aft.paflTed fheninth 
kay/qf. March, in the^vear of- pur 



Lord one thoufand feven hundred and 
feventy-one, intitled " An Aft for 
the relief of the poor ;" and by one 
other Aft pafled the fame day, in- 
titled " An Aft for regulating and 
continuing the nightly watch, and 
enlightening the ftrcets, lanes and 
alleys in the city of Philadelphia, and 
for other purpofes therein mention- 
ed;" the aid and affiftance of the 
Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen of 
the city of Philadelphia, or fome or 
one of them, were neceflary to en- 
able the proper officers elected or ap- 
pointed in purfuance of the above 
recited Acts of AfTembly, or any of* 
them, to put fuch an Aft or Acts in 
force. And whereas, by the change 
of the government of the faid pro- 
vince, the powers of the Mayor, 
Recorder, and Aldermen, haveceafed 
and become void, whereby the afore- 
faid Acts of AfTembly cannot be put 
in force, according to the true intent 
and meaning thereof, to die great 
inconvenience and injury of the' good 
people of the faid city, diflrift and 
townfhips, for remedy whereof, be 
it enacted, and it is hereby enacted 
by the Reprefentatives of the Free- 
men of the Commonwealth of Penn- 
, fylvania in General Aflembly met, 
and by the authority of the fame, 
That in all cafes whereby any dt 
either of the afore-mentioned Acts of 
General Aflembly, the Mayor or Re- 
corder, and one or more of the Alder- 
men of the city of Philadelphia, are, 
or is made neceflary for the execution 
of, or in any ways putting in force 
fuch Act refpeftively, or to enable 
any officer or officers mentioned 
therein, to do and perform the duties 
and fervices of him or them required, 
die Juftices of the Peace of the &id 
city of Philadelphia, or any three of 
them, mail be, and are hereby de- 
clared to be able and capable in law 
to' do and perform all and fuigular 
.the .duties and fervices that axa in and 
by the faid feraal and respective Acts 
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of AfTembly required of and from the 
Mayor, Recorder, or Aldermen of 
the faid city. And in all cafes where 
the faid Juftices, or any three of 
them, fhall act, do, and perform any 
duty/ fervice, or buftnefs that is in 
any of the faid Acts required to be 
done and performed by the Mayor, 
Recorder and Aldermen, the fame 
ihall be, and is hereby declared to 
.be, of the fame force and effect, and 
as fufficient and binding in all cafes 
on all perfons that fhall be within 
the meaning and intention of this 
Act, as the fame could or ought to 
Lave been heretofore when fuch fer- 
vice and duty were done and per- 
formed by the Mayor, Recorder and 
Aldermen, agreeable to the intent 
and meaning of the feveral and re- 
flective Acts aforefaid, 

John Jacobs, Speaker. 
fajftd March 14, 1777. 

Admiraltj-Offict % Av*.tft 2, 1 777. 

Vice-Admiral Young, Comman- 
der in Chief of his Majefty's fhips and 
vefTels at the Leeward Hands, has, 
in his letter of the nth of June, 
tranfmitted to Mr. Stephens a lift of 
prizes taken by the fquadron under 
Jus command fince the capture of 
thofe mentioned in the Gazette of 
the 28th of June, a copy of which 
lift is as follows : 

The Peggy fchooner, Jacob Evans, 
mafter, from North Carolina to St., 
Euftatia, with corn and ftaves— by 
the Hind. 

The Nancy floop, Samuel Dun- 
wall, mailer, from St. Kitt's to Ame- 
rica, with fait and ironmongery — by 
the Otter* 

The Juno brig, Ifaac Coleman, 
"mafter, from Suiinam to Bpfton, with 
niolaffei— by the Qtter. 

The Oliver Cromwell privateer, 
Herman Cpurter, mafter, 24 guns, 
159 men-rbythe Beaver. 

The Firft Attempt fchooner, Ni- 
cholas* Johnfon, mafter, from New- 



bery Port to Guadaloupe, with fifh 
and lumber— by the Seaford. 

The Sophia fchooner, Lazarus Sil- 
Iia, mafter, from St. Euftatia to 
Martinico, with indigo and rice— 
by the the Seaford. 

The Jenny privateer, George Ralls, 
mafter, by the Seaford. 

The Betfey floop, William Ri- 
ch ardfon, mafter, from Virginia to 
St. Euftatiq, with tobacco, corn, &c. 
by the Cygnet. 

The De Water Guife, Archibald 
Chatelain^ mafter, from St. Eufta- 
tia to Middleburg, with indigo, to- 
bacco,, rum, rice, Sec — by the Sea- 
ford. , . 

TheDe Hoog, Ai. B. Hoop Zeal, 
mafter, From St. Euftatia to Flufhing 
—by the Seaford. 

The Dolly floop, from Cafco Bay 
to Euftatia, with fifh and lumber- 
by the Portland. 

The Betfy floop, from New Lon- 
don to St. Eiftatia, with tifh and 
lumber— by the Portland. 

The Relief floop, from South Ca- 
rolina to St. Euftatia, with corn and 
turpentine—by the Portland. 
. The Moflceto privateer, John Har- 
ris, mafter, 14 guns, 71 men— by 
the Ariadne. 

Admiralty -Ojfict* Auguft 2, 1777. 
Tbt felhwing is an txtraQ of a letttr 

from Captain Jomes t of bisMajcftys 

floop tbt £ea<utr 9 of 14 fix pounder /, 

and 125 mtn % to Mr. Stepbtns. 

Dated at St. Kit? j tbt izth of 

7**i, 1777- 

I beg you will be pleafed to ac- 
quaint their Lordfhips, that on the 
1.8th ult. near the Ifland St. Lucia, 
and then going to Tobago for the 
homeward-bound trade, I tell in with 
and engaged a privateer of the rebels, 
and that in leis than three quarters 
of an hour, under a very clofe fire, 
fhe yielded to the fttoerior valour 
and good order of my officers and men 

She proved to be their capital flup 
in thefc few, and the fecond beiriit- 

ted 
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ted out for America, carries 24 guns, fervke of the American Congrefs ; 



of which 14 are nine pounders, 10 
iwivels, 10 cohorns, and 150 men; 
has ports to all her guns, and fights 
her men under cover, and is named 
the OHver Cromwell, Herman Cour- 
ter, Commander, 

We had the good furtune not to 
k>fe a man, and had only 3 wounded, 
with little or no damage to the rig- 
ging, &c. 

On the rebels fide 20 men were 
killed, and 20 wounded ; her rig- 
ging, malts, and fails much cut and 
hurt. [London Gaz*tte> 

ExtraQ of a Leftit fem Grenada, 
April 29. 
" A gentleman who went to Mar- 
tinico to claim two veflels, which had 
been carried in there by the rebels, 
returned there a few days ago, and 
reported, with much accuracy, to 
Lord Macartney, the reception he 
met with from the French Governor; 
who, faying it was a neutral port, would 
give no redrefs. He then applied to 
Mr. Bingham, the agent for the Con- 
grefs, wno is treated with as much 
refpe& as the Britilh Ambaflador at 
faris ; and from him making pur- 
chafe of the veflels, difpatched them 
with French papers and French maf- 
ters. He faw 16 fail of privateers at 
anchor, mounting from 10 to 20 
guns, and they had opened feveral 
rendezvouses for entering feamen. 
The merchants make no fecret of 
being concerned in this piratical bu- 
iineis, and every encouragement is 
given to prompte it, by the principal 
perfon. The mifchief done to the 
Weft-India Mantis by them is amaz- 
ing. 

London, J*fy 3. An officer juft ar r 
rived from Martinico, from whence, 
for the better fecurity, he took his 
paflage to France in a French (hip, 
aflures us, that during his abode on 
the afore-mentioned ifland, he faw 
nothing but. American colours parad- 
ing in every part, with drummers 
beating up for volunteers, for the 



and that on his entering feveral of the 
houfes of rendezvous, to fee who pre- 
fided at thofe places, he was aflonifti- 
ed to find them all Frenchmen, and 
fcarcely one perfon among them 
who could even fo much as fpeak 
Engliih. 

In the Leeward Ifland fleet came * 
home paflengers the Captain and 
Surgeon of a large Guineaman, that 
was taken by a privateer, by whom 
the following particulars are received ; 
The Guineaman was fitted out 
from the Thames, and intended to 
fend her cargo from Africa to Ja- 
maica, but was taken within three 
days fail of that ifland, by a large 
privateer of 14 guns, and 120 men, 
who fent her into Martinico. There 
were only three Englifhmen on board 
the privateer, the Captain and two 
more, the reft of the crew were, all 
French, or various nations picked up 
at Martinico, where the privateer 
was fitted out. Five or fix prizes had 
been carried into Martinico before 
them, and all had come to a very 
bad market except the firft. When, 
they arrived at that place, Englifti 
filk ftockings, fuch as are fold daily 
at 10 or 12 (hillings, were currently 
fold for a dollar, or 4s. 6d. and the 
failors were hawking, from door to 
door, pieces of Irifh linen, and the 
moft they could get were two dollars 
or nine millings For the piece. 

The flaves they had on board never 
fetched the original coft paid for 
them in Africa : and every fort and 
Jcind of prize goods were fold in the 
fame proportion. 

Lend**, July 7. A correfpondent 
fays, that the fact upon which the 
Harwich Packet was obtained, is 
now come out ;— it was not done out 
of any coraplaifance to our Court; 
nor in confequence of any demand 
made by our Ambaflador; but purely,, 
becaufe fomebody bought btr. Some- 
body paid for her; no matter who. 
. Mr. Cunningham received the value 
- ' * of 
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of his prize' ; and it was quite indif- 
ferent to him, whether the buyer 
was *n Englimman, a Scot, or a 
Frenchman. The credulous people 
of England Were told the packet was 
r^ored, arid the privatder's crew Tent 
to prifon. The imprtfoitment was^a 
farce, a mere oftenfible trick to cover 
the fraud. And thus are the' people 
of England duped. No man here- 
after, need be furpri?cd at the enor- 
mous fnm in the Civil Lift accounts, 
charged to 'Jttftt firwiet ; but cverV 
man of perietration and judgment, is 
furprized, at the : patience of this 
country, in not refcnting, in a be- 
coming manner, the infinite mtmbef 
of tricks, frauds, and impofition$7 
daily prac~tifed upon them, by the 
prefent Minifters. 

. So long fince as the month of May 
Iftftj our Court very confidently gave ; 
out', y That all was peace and quiet- 
ncfs 4 (their own words) between the 
French ;-Court and them; for thar 
each ifide had agreed to difarm a cer- 
tain number of mips." But in Jurfe 1 
the ttn was changed ; it was con- 
fejled the French had raifed fome ob- 
jections ; and in July the pretended 
agreement was totally abandoned by 1 
the miufterialifts. 



AMERICAN COMMERCE 
v _ CLAIMED, .AND ■■ 
XMEJUCAN INDEPENDENCE 
. .ACKNOWLEDGED, 
^Mpnfieur de Sartine, Miniiler of 
the Frenjch marine department; has 
fent the fqllowirig letter to the prin- 
cipal. Chambers of Commerce in 
France :. l ' 

- Vtr/fiW$$*kijMiltitt, 1777; 
":J € viens d'etre informe, Mei- 
fieurs, par des lettres venues de la 
Martinique, qii'on y debitoit, q::e 
le Commandant General de cette co- 
lonic ayoit declare aux: negocians & 
armateurs, qu'il eft convenu entre la 
^ Cour cle France et celle de Londres, 
que les* Ahglois pourroieut faifir fur 



les navires Francois toutes'Ies denreVs 
du cru de la houvelle Angfreterre 
qn*2s pourroierit y trouvfcr, fc qoteles 
denrees 8c les batimens ferorlt de 
bonne prife. * ' ■ ' *" '* ' .\ '' 

" Je m^erhj^rellV 'dfc prevemr les 
allarmes que cette afTeYtloh {iris ibri- 
dement ponrrbir refandre'clims 5 les 
efprits. S* Itf.Ctetrdkriflaih^Gfenfefai 
dt la Martinique* a 'parte dcTa: faxfie 
des batiments en cas pareil, {Fn'a r3u 
q'u'annontet u'ne pretention db'la, part 
des Angiois qu'oti a pentre' et irlter- 
prete 1'effet d'irne f convert ti&rV entre 
les Cours de^frarice et de Londfes. 
Maisle Ror/me charge de v6u§ ferre 
fcavoir que cette convention entre les 
deux emir's ri'exifte pas, &•' que fa 
Majeft^ eft f 'determineea rettkmer 
tout tterirnerit Francois" qiu*'aur6it. 
ete arreie {b'us*"ce"pretexte, iSr a* 'pro- 
teger ^commerce. **' :/7 ^ 

{Sign*) ■•" ■-*« De SARTTNE." 
T R A K S L'A'TI O* NT 

MrfixrJIes, the ^ihjutyl \ jfi. 
~ ' € * "Qerfrfemen, : % " " • 

* ** I have juft been itiformed/ fcy 
letters recivfcd rrornvMaTttnicb; tEat 
it was given out there, :s that the" Go- 
vernor of that cotoW had declared'' to 
the merchants and owners f of- fhfys, 
that it was agreed between the Courts 
of France and London, that the En- 
gHftt may M±c all commodities " of 
thegrowth otfNew'-Engrand *, whicti 
they iriay^ find on board of French 
fhipv and "that the'goods and veflels 
fhall be'lrtwful prize. I am felicitous 
to prevent the alarm, whicrr m&y be 
fpread in people's minds by this 
groundfefs-afiertion. If the Gover- 
nor of Martinicb has fpokenof the 
feizure of .vefTels, in fuch caies, he 
can only have mentioned apretenfion 
on the* part- t>f the EngHm, which, 
perhaps, has been' interpreted ' as the 
effect of an agreement betwe'eh the 
Courts of France and London : "but 
the Sing charges me to acquaint you, 
that no fuch agreement ' exifts be- 
tween the two Courts, and that hh 

Msyefty 
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Majefty u determined to reclaim every 
French veflel, which might be feized 
tinder the pretext, and to protect the 
trade. 

(Signed) « Di SARTrNE." 

Thus do the French publicly claim, 
and determine to aflert, a right of 
trading with the revoked Colonies, 
and of bringing the produce of our 
late American dominions, in their 
own veflels, directly to France; a 
privilege totally fubveruve of the acts 
of navigation and trade, which have 
been the fource of our naval and na- 
tional ftrength for more than one 
hundred years, and which till the 
'prefent time, no nation in Europe 
has avowedly dared to violate. This 
the French have now ventured to do ; 
and the example given by them, will 
be foIlowe4 oy Spain, by Portugal 
(the new ally of thofe kingdoms) and 
by every other power, who from fitu- 
afion can partake in the benefits of 
that invaluable commerce ; a com- 
merce which, till within thefe few 
years, was exclufively our own, and 
jvhich is how for ever loft ; even the 
idea of recovering it, is become ridi- 
culous. The trade is now free arid 
open to all, and till we are able to 
contend with, and prevail over many 
tiations (the ftrongeft in the world) 
united againft us, we fhall not regain 
it. But what hope can we have 
from arms ? We now wage war with 
thofe, who lived with us as brothers, 
and whom we defpifed as foes, and 
find in them an enemy mightier than 
ouHelves. 

On the important matter of Mon- 
fieur de Sartine, Minifter of the 
French Marine Department's circular 
letter to the Chamber Commerce in 
France, we cannot help citing the 
following claufes from the ftatutes of 
the . 1 2th and 15 th of Charles the 
Second : 

^ ** That for the increafe of /hip- 
ping, and encouragement of the na- 
vigation of this nation, wherein, un- 



der the good providence anjl protec- 
tion of God, and the wealth, fafety, # 
and ftrength of this kingdom is fo 
much concerned; Be it enacted by 
the Kind's Moil Excellent Majefty,' 
and by the Lords and Commons in 
this prefent Parliament aflembled, 
and by the authority thereof, that 
from and after the hrft day of De- 
cember, one thoufand fix hundred 
and fixty, and from thenceforward, 
no goods or commodities whatfoever 
man be imported into, or exported . 
out, of any lands, iflands, planta- 
tions or territories to his Majefty be- 
longing, or in his pofleffion, or which 
may hereafter belong unto, or be in 
the pofleffion of his Majefty, his heir* 
and fucceflbrs, in Ana, Africa, or 
America, in any other fhip or (hips, 
veflel or veflels whatfoever, but in 
fuch (hips or veflch as do truly, and 
without fraud, belong only to the 
people of England or Ireland, domi- 
nion of Wales, or town of Berwick 
upon Tweed, or are of the built of 
and belonging to any the faid lands, 
iftands, plantations or territories, as 
the proprietors and right owners 
thereof, and whereof the mafter and 
three- fourths of the mariners at leaft 
are Engliih; under the penalty of 
the forfeiture and lofs Of all the: goods 
and commodities w|iich (hall be im- 
ported into, or exported, out of any 
the aforefaid places in any other ft;ip 
or veflel j as alfo of the fhip or veflel, 
with all its guns, furniture, tackle, ' 
ammunition and apparel ; one third 
part thereof to his Majefty, his heirs 
and fucceflbrs; one third part to the 
Governor of fuch land, plantation, 
ifland or territory, where fuch default 
mall be committed, in cafe the faid 
ihip or goods be there feized; or 
otherwife, that third part alfo to his 
Majefty, his heirs and fucceflbrs; 
and the other third part to him or 
them who (hall feize, inform, cr fue 
for the fame in any Court of Record, 
by bill ? information, plaint, or other 
'9^ action. 
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action, wherein no effoin; protection, 
or wager of law mall be allowed; 
and all Adm}rals, and ' other com- 
manders at fea, of any of the;fhips of 
war, or other fiiip, having commif- 
$on from hjs Majefty, or from his 
heirs or fuccefTors, are hereby autho- 
rized, and ftri&ly required, to feize 
Qnd bring in as frize, all fucJi mips 
or vefleis as mail Have offended con- 
trary hereunto, and deliver them to 
the Court of Admiralty, there to be 
proceeded againit;. and in cafe of 
condemnation, one moiety of t fuch 
forfeitures mall be to the ufe of fuch 
Admirals or Commanders, and their 
companies, to be divided and pro- 
portioned' amorigft them, according 
to the rules and orders of the fea, in 
cafe of mips taken prize ; and the 
Other moiety to the ufe of his Ma*- 
jefty, his heirs and fuccefTors. And 
that in regard his Majefty's planta- 
tions beyond the feas are inhabited 
and peopled by his s fubje&s of this 
his kingdom of England, for, the 
maintaining a greater correspondence 
and kindhefs . between them, and 
keeping them in firmer .dependence 
upon it, and rendering them yet 
more beneficial 'and advantageous 
unto it, in the further employment 
and.increafe of Englifh fhipping and 
Teamen, vent of Englifh woollen and 
other manufactures and commodities, 
rendering the navigation ^to and from 
the fatne more fafe and cheap, mak- 
ing this kingdom a ftaple, not only 
of the commodities of thpfe-Djanta- 
tions, but alfo of the commodities of 
other countries and places, for th£ 
fupplying of them ; and it being the 
ufage of other nations to keep their 
plantations trade to themfelves; and 
be it enacted, and it is hereby enact- 
ed, thai from and after the five and 
twentieth day of March, one thou- 
fand fix hundred fixty-four, no com- 
modity of the growth, production, 
or manufacture of Europe, mail be 
imported into any land, ifiand, plan- 
tation, colony, territory, or place to 



his Majefty belonging, or which {hall 
hereafter belong unto, or Be in thq 
pqffeffion of his Majefty, his heirs, 
and fuccefTors, in Afia, Africa, o* 
America, (Tangier only excepted) 
but what {hall be btnafid$> and with-* 
out fraud, laden and mapped in Eng- 
land, Wales, or the town of Berwick 
upon Tweed, and in Englifh built 
(nipping ; or which were, bona fid* t 
bought before the firll day of Octo- 
ber, one thousand fix hundred fixty 
and two, and fuch certificate thereof 
had, as is directed in one a$ patted 
the lait fefftons of this prefent Par- 
liament, intituled, " An Act for pre- 
venting frauds, and regulating. abuies 
in his Majefty's cuftoms; and 
whereof the mailers and threes 
fourths of the mariners at leaft are 
Englifh, and which fhall be carried 
directly thence to the faid lands, 
plantations, colonies, territories, or 
places, and from no other place or 
places whatfoevej, ,any law* ftatute, 
or ufage to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing, under the penalty of the* lo& of 
ajl fuch commodities of the growth, 
production, or manufacture of Eu- 
rope, as fhall be imparted into any of 
them, from any^ other place whatfo-, 
ever, by land or water ; and if by 
water," of the fhi|> or veflei alfo in 
^hich they were imported, with all 
her guns, tackle, furniture, ammu- 
nition," and apparel ; one third jjart 
to his Majefty, his heiss, -and iuc-r 
ceilbrs ; one third part to the Gover- 
nor of fuch land, ifiand, plantation, 
colony, territory, or place, into- which 
fuch goods, were imported, if the faid 
fhip, veffej, or goods be there feized. 
or informed, againft and fu*d for-; 
or otherwife, that &**& paj^M© to 
his Majefty, hisheir.s^andfucot^rs; 
and the other third part to hin> or 
them who mall feize, inform, or fue* 
for the fame in any of his Majefty's 
Courts in fuch of the fajd.; Jands, 
iflands, colonies,' plantations, terri- 
tories, or places where, the offence 
was committed, or in any Court of 

Record* 
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Record in England, by bill, In for- which you have already g£t, t fend 



nation, plaint, or other action, 
wherein no eflbin, prote&ion, or wa- 
ger of law mail be allowed." 

- When the confederate reader com- 
pares theft claufes with the foregoing 
letter from the Mjnifterof the French 
Marine Department, muft he not be 
convinced, that buf affairs are ar laft 
brought to the mournful alternative, 
either of faffering Prance to erigrofs 
the trade of America, indirect vio- 
lation of the above ftatutes) or of 
feifcing her veffels, and immediately 
running into a war, which muft be 
fatal to oar beft mterefts ? In either * 
cafe, France -will be the carrier of 
American produce, through the whole 
extent of that trade, and by fuch 
means rifeto a degree of naval power, 
to which this country has never at- 
tained. It muft be obvious aMb, to 
common obfervatitm, that the claim 
of France to the American trade can 
only be founded on the idea of Ame- 
ricans being no longer colonifts of 
Great-Britain, but the fubje&s of In- 
dependent States. War therefore with 
France is as indifpenfibly neceflary, as* 
it now is with America; fince, to 
prevent the eftabiimment of that in- 
dependence theprefent unnatural and 
felf-deftroying war is continued. 

Cefy c/a ktttrfrvm an Emghjh Gentle- 
man at Paris, dated July 28, 1777. 
** You will, no doubt, have heard 
long ere this, and with great eclat 
on the part of Lord Stormont, and 
exultation on that of your Minifters, 
that the Court of Verfailles, in an- 
swer to the boafted remonftrance of 
the EngHm Miniftry> had knocked 
under, and faithfully promifed to 
ftittt their ports againft the American 
p rivateers and their prizes. Be it fo j 
let thefe purblind politicians exult, 
and deluded England go to flee'p ; 
I promife you that a fhort time will 
awaken both from their lethargy. 
In addition to Mr. Sartine's letteri 



you the following ftrikihfc proof of 
the fincerity with whkh the French 
adhere to their own intereft, and their 
natural, unconquerable enmity to 
England. The facY is* undoubted, 
-as you will ventttre from my autho- 
rity to affirm, ami will foon receive 
a fuller confirmation : 

" The General Mlfffin privateer, 
which has lately committed foch de- 
predations upon your<oaffe, and in 
the very mouths of ybrrr harbours, is 
juft arrived at Breft, where (he- found 
the French fquadron urtder the com* 
mandofMonfieurde Chafrault. The 
privateer faluted the French Admi- 
ral, who was at aloft how to conduct 
himfelf. A council of war Was held 
therefore immediately, when> after 
an hour and a half's confutation, it 
was agreed to return the faJute> which 
was done in form, as to the veflel of 
a Sovereign Independent State* Thii 
is known and approved of by the 
Court. It is but the other day that 
the Governor of St. Euftatia was or- 
dered home by the States General of 
Holland, for returning the falute of 
the American flag, in confequenceof 
a ftrong, decifive memorial from Sir 
Jofeph Yorke. Euftatia is at a di- 
ftance; Breft is at home. The fad 
will not admit o£$iutiitn£. Now is the 
time, therefore, for the fpunk of Lofd 
Weymouth, and the fifmnefs of Lord 
George Sackville (Germaine) ; I beg 
his Lordfhip's pardon. You may 
fafely defy the Courtiers to deny, or 
palliate a fingle circumftance of this. 
I fee the papers fay, that Cunning- 
ham is chained up in Dunkirk har- 
bour; but I will whifperyou, that 
he has broke his chains, and is now 
prowling at large for prey, as the 
Drafts in that foul tten at Llyod's win < 
foon difcover. The, General Mifflin 
is preparing for fea again ; yet the 
French ports are Unit, as the Scotch 
will tell you in the City." 
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Oopy of a letter from Philip Ste- 
phens, E(q, Secretary of the Ad- 
miralty, to the Worihipfui Wil- 
liam Croftue, Efq. Mayor of Li- 
verpool, dated Admiralty-OiBoe, 
Jnry 11, 1777. 

*' My Lord* Commiflioners of the 
Admiralty having ftationed the Al- 
bion, Exeter, Arethufa, and Ceres, 
between the coafti of Great Britain 
and Ireland, in queft of the Ameri- 
can privateer*, and for the prote&ion 
of. trade in theft parts, J am com- 
manded by their Lordfhips to ac- 
quaint yem thereof, for the informa- 
tion of th£ merchant* of Liverpool ; 
and that the commanders of thofe 
ihips have directions to enquire for 
intelligence refpe&ing fuch privateers 
at the following places, viz. 

* At Dublin and Cambletown, 
The Albion of 74 guns, and Ceres 
floop. 
At MUford and Corke alternately, 
The Exeter of 64 guns. 
At Whitehaven, and afterwards at 
- CambletJOwn and Carrickfergus, 
- TheArethtffa of 32 guns. 
Other cruisers between Milfbrd 
Haven and Ireland.'' 

VThe Admiralty have been obliged 
to appoint convoys for all the Britifh 
andlriihcoafb- 

The Spanifti relation of taking of 
the iiJandof St. Catharine, by the 
S$fenifli army, under the command 
of the Captain General Don Pedro 
deCevaHos,extraAed from authen- 
tic letters from Madrid, dated 
J<me6: 

-"Our fleet; confiding of 116 
faH, left Cadiz the 13th of Nwem- 
icr, 1776, and after a mbft happv; 
^paflkge ibtxtld themfelves tin the 8th 
ofx^bruary m *6d. 36m. lat. and 
337d-, 24m. kmg. when they took a 
Portugueze merchant flii^, called the 
Lucia a Fortunada^ bound from Rk> 
Janeiro to JLiibon,vxm board which 
jhey fbu«d Jetters which informed 



them, that fourfhip* of war and five 
frigates-were placed in the Bay of Ga~ 
rupa to obferve and attack es, if we . 
mould enter the port of : St.- Catha- 
rine ; in coniequence of which: wr 
refolved to fail for that place in order 
to attack them. 

** No fooner had we difcovered 
the illand of St. Catharine on Fe- 
bruary to, and had doubled the Cape 
of the Bay of Garmpas, than our 
frigate the St. Margaret informed 
us that ihe had feen the enemy's 
fqoadron, connoting of 12 {ail,, for 
two days. On this information, 
our General Don Cevallos, and the 
Marquis of Caia^Ttlly, commander 
of. the fquadron, having deliberated, 
they judged it more proper to enter 
the port of the iiland than to purfue 
their fquadron, which , tbey accord* 
iagly entered ..on February 20, ex* 
cepting a few transport vefTels, on 
board of which there were 1400 men, 
which we iuppofed had made . far 
Monte Video, the place of general 
rendezvous; 

" The Portugueze forces in- gar- 
rifon on the iiland were much more 
confiderable than ufual; indepen- 
dent of four battalions of troops, and 
aco artillery, they had regimented 
the militia, fa that the force was not 
lefs than 4000 men, exclufive of 
what they called auxiliaries, and the 
inhabitants of the iiland, who were 
to a&ft in defending the caiue and 
the ftrong forts of Saint Croix and 
Punta Grofa, very ibxmgjy rltuated 
by nature and art, and well provided 
with provifions and ammunition. 

v When the place had been re* 
connoitred, the army was debarked 
the 2 2d at night. Next day we oc- 
cupied the camp near within caiinon- 
ihot of Punta Grofa, while the Sep- 
tentrion and two bomb vefiela ap- 
proached the caftle. In .the night a> 
jbody of troops was* diipatched to* 
wards the left, and difpofiaon* were 
made for our army, to ta& {oti&fioji 

of 
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of the Heights, which the Governor 
feeing, and the Portuguese': being 
intimidated at our movements, they 
abandoned the cailte without filing 
a gun, and retired to. a ftrong ad- 
vanced work* but with fuch precipi- 
tation, that they left all their cannon 
aodftom, and every prefiuon for a 
long fiege. 

/* The Portuguese troops- in the 
caftle of §u Crgix, feeing the caftle 
abandoned, and a body of Spaniard* 
marching towards them, took a like 
refolution with the other Portuguese 
troops and abandoned it, with their 
other ihtrenchments an,d batteries, ■ 
fo that the whole ifland was evacu- 
ated, on the . a^th* -And having 
palled over, to the Continent, ana 
crofted the river Catabon, about 
feven. or eight leagues • from the 
ifland, their Commander in , Chief, 
Don Antonio Carlos Hartado ae 
Mendoza r fent Brigadier Don Jofeph 
Cuftodio de Sa-y Faria, with orders 
to proppfe to our commander, Don 
Cevallos, to grant them mips to 
transport them to Rio Janeiro ; but 
thisnerefafed^toeonfentto, and in- 
fitted,. they fhould furrender them- 
felves prifoneri of war;, which* after 
fome meflages paffing, they agreed 
t0,/.andfhips were to be allowed to 
transport the officers only, to Bio Ja- 
neiro, on promife of not Serving in 
any manner againtt hia Catholic 
Majefty^ and to furrender themfelve* 
to any other place, when called on 
by the Spanifli General. Since which 
all the Portuguese foldiers have 
been fent to Buenos Ayres, and no- 
thing remains on the ifland belong- 
ing to the Crown of Portugal. 

Paris, Juut 27. Our lalt accounts 
from Madrid mention, that Don Ce- 
vallos, Commander of the Spaniih 
fleet at Brazil, after taking the ifland 
of St. Catherine, fet fail from thence, 
and arrived at San Pedro the 7th of 
March ; and* it is feid, he purpofes 
to take pofleffion of all . the Portu- 



gue*eS«jttfeftem«^n thfrRio/Grande, 
which i^ is, thought will not require 
a. Jong time, Aiter.thiv thrfqua- 
dron. army .will 'UIi^ei»3uenos 
Ayres, andoroceed from- thence. to- 
befiege the fortrefs of $t.<$acrament^ 
which is a very ft»qng,piace>Jaild ha» 
a conftderablegarrifon well; provided 
with every dung jwoffary wc a long 
and obftinate refinance*; - 
Extr#& V a letter frtm tfrt Hog*i, 

** We have. accounts. irom Paris, 
that news;havc been- received there 
from Madrid, that peaee was con- 
cluded between* Spain and Portugal 
in that lajt-nwntioned capital on the 
1 oth of lad month ; .bat that the con- 
ditions of this accommodation are not 
yet known* It 4s , only kid, . that 
things are to remain inflaim quo; but 
this feems rather an equivocal deter- 
mination, as it makei a very great 
difference whether it means to, leave 
things as they were previous, to con- 
quells made by the Spaniards in, 
America, or whether they are to re- 
main as they are now, and leave 
Spain in the pofleffion of the ifland of 
St. Catharine, &c. it is imagined 
the. Court of Madrid will endeavour 
to detach the Queen of Portugal 
from her alliance with Great Britain, 
in which, if they, fucceed, a rupture 
is thought inevitable. 

Lettaen, July 8. Authentic advice 
is received, that preliminaries of 
peace, between Spain and Portugal, 
are abfolutely figned,. As our Court 
have had np concern in this matter, 
the iirft confequence is, that Portugal 
will be loft to this country. . Every 
man who knows any thing of Portu- 
gal, knows that our trade with Portu- 
gal has been highly advantageous to 
us; particularly in hex taking our 
woollens,, fluffs, &c. &c in return for 
which,, we have had her gold, Scc\ 
The bed,, and only apology, for the 
conduct of our Minifters, daring the 
Utt feven years, feemsto be injanhy. 

The 
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The Court and Council have been (o 
iminerfed in, and infatuated with, 
the rage of making war Upon oui* 
felves, in North America, that no- 
thing elfe has been attended to. To 
this wildnefs and madnefs, we owe the 
lofs of Portugal. By thefe preliminary 
articles, it is.faid to be agreed, That 
all hostilities fhall ceafe between Spain 
and Portugal in South America ; and 
that each party fhall, for the prefent 
only, keep whatever fhejs in poflef- 
fion of at the figning of thefe preli- 
minaries, which are to be underftood 
as laying the foundation of, and as 
opening a. treaty of peace and alliance 
between Spain and Portugal. Signed 
ike i ©tti of June, 1777. 

Extra& of a Litter from' Gibraltar % 
dated May 1, 1777. 
'.." Yeflerday a fchooner coming in 
from Cadiz, with money on board 
(about ia,ooo dollars) wine, and 
other articles, for the garrifon, was 
boarded and taken by a Spanifh 
guardfhip. The Englifh Commodore 
(Captain Hay, of the Alarm) ort 
feeing Spanifh. colours hoilted on 
board the fchooner, fent boats from 
cur fleet to retake her. She was fp 
f lofely chaced by them, as to oblige 
J;er to run afhore ^n the coaft of 
Spain, within reach of their guns. 
A barge, with 12 men armed with 
mufoets, and commanded by the 
jn.afterof the" Alarm, came up with 
her. Many fhots were iired by the 
Spaniards, fome of which took place 
in the boat. They were returned by 
our failors, who boarded theveflel, 
and took out the money. The Spa- 
nilh battery then opened on them; 
firing two or three fhots among 
them, without doing any damage. 
On a ftgnai made by the Commo- 
dore, they returned, and brought with 
them the money. It remains to fee, 
whether the veffel, or any fatisfac- 
tion, will be demanded for an En- 
glim fubjflft, who was killed by th* 
laniards on their firfl boarding her. 



For /£/ Remembrancer. 
The following" Paper was drawn »p 
in a Committee of Congress, June 
15, 1775, but <k*es -not appear on 
their Minutes, a Severe All of Par- 
liament whkh arrived about that 
time having determined them not 
to-gfcre the fnm proposed in it. If 
is fuppofed to have been written 'by 
Dr. FrlnkJin. 

Forafmuch as the enemies of 
America in the Parliament of Great 
Britain, to render us odious to the 
nation, and give an ill impreflion of 
tas in the minds of other Europeari 
powers, have reprefented us as nn- 
juft and ungrateful in the highefl 
jdegree; aflerting on every occafion, 
$hat the Colonies were fettled at the 
flOtpence of Britain ; that they were 
at the expence of the fame protected 
in their infancy ; that they now un- 
gratefully and unjuftly rerufe to con- 
tribute to their own protection and 
the common defence of the nation i 
that they aim at independence ; that 
they intend an abolition of the Na- 
vigation A&s* and that they are 
fraud ulent -in their commercial deal- 
ings, and purpofe to cheat their cre- 
ditors in Britain, by avoiding the 
payment of their juft debts : — 

As by frequent repetition thefe 
grotfndlefs * affertions and malicious 
calumnies may, if not contradicted 
and refuted, obtain farther credit, 
and be injurious throughout Europe 
to the reputation and'intereft of the 
Confederate Colonics, it feems proper 
and neceflary to examine them in our 
own juft vindication. 

With regard to the firft, that the 
Colonies tvere ftttltd at the extent* of 
Britain, it is a known fad, that 
none of the Twelve United Colonies 
were fettled, or even discovered at 
the expence of England * Henry the 
Seventh, indeed granted a commrA 
fion to Sebaftian CaHot, a Venetian, 
ahd his fons, to fail into tfie'weftern 
ifeas for $he Afettvery of new eouhi 
tries; but it was to be fuh *or*m 
* fropriis 
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fmprih Jumptikhs it 4xf**jtt, at their 
own cofts and charges *. They dif- 
oovered, but loos flighted said ne- 
gle&ed, thefe northern territories, 
\ykich were after more than a hun- 
dred years deraii&ion purchafed of 
the natives, and ictded at the charge 
and by the labour of private men and' 
IxxUesof men^ouranceflors, whocame 
over hither for that purport. But our 
adverfarks have never been abk 
to produce any record, that ever -the 
Parliament or Government of Eng- 
land was at the fnxalleft expence on 
thefe accounts; on the contrary, 
there wrifb on the journals of Fdr- 
liamen t , a foiem n declaration in 
1641, only zz years after the firft 
Settlement of the Maflachufetts, when 
if fuch an expence had ever been in- 
curred, fome of the Members muft 
have known and remembered it, 
v That thefe Colonies had been 
planted and eftablifhed without any 
expence to the $t*f* f." New- York 
is the only Colony in the founding 
of which England can pretend to 
have been at any expence ; and that 
was only the charge of a fmall arma- 
ment to take it from the Dutch, whs 
pVnted it. But to retain this Colony 
at the peace, another at that time, 
foil as valuable, planted by private 
conntrymen of ours, was given up by 
die Crown to the Dutch in exchange, 
vix. Surinam, now a wealthy ftigar 
colony in Guiana, and which but 
for that ceifiofi might ftill have re- 
)nainedin our'poffeffion. Of late, in- 
deed, Britain, has been at fome ex- 
pence irr ptawting two 1 Colonies, 
Georgia \ and Nova Scotia, but thbfe 
are not in our confederacy ; and the 
expeace fhe has been at in their name 



has chiefly been In grants of fums un- 
neceflkrily large, by way of falaries 
to officers fent from England, and in 
jobs to friends, whereby dependants 
might be provided for ; thofe excef- 
flve grants not being requisite to the 
welfare and good government of the 
Colonies ; which good government 
(as experience in many lhftanccs of 
other Colonies has taught us) may be 
much more frugally, and full as ef- 
fectually, provided for and firp- 
ported. 

"With regard to the fecond aUer- 
ti6n, That tlfefi CoUnia were pro* 
iifitdin their infant ft ate by England, 
it is a notorious fa&, that in none of 
the many wars with the Indian na- 
tives, fuflained by our infant fettle- 
ments for a century after our firlt ar- 
rival, were ever any troops or force* 
of arty kind fent from England to af- 
ftft us ; nor were any forts built at 
her expence to fecure our (ea-ports 
from foreign invaders ; nor any mips 
of war fent to protect our trade tfll 
many years after our firft fettkment, 
when our commerce became an object 
of revenue, or of advantage to Bri- 
tifh merchants ; and then it was 
thought neceflary to have a frigate in 
£>me of our ports, during peace, to 
gfve weight to the authority of Cuf- 
tom-houfe Officers, who were to re- 
ftrain that commerce for the benefit 
of England. Our own arms* with 
our poverty, and the care of a kind* 
Providence, were all this time our 
only protection ; while we were ne- 
glected by the Ehglifti Government, 
which either thought us not worth 
its care, or having no good-will to 
fome of us, on account of our diffe- 
rent fentiments in religion and po- 



• Sec the <?ommlflion in the Appendix to PownalPs Adminiftration of the Colonies. 
Edit, 1775. * 

--fr u , Y*nerU, xo March, 1642, ^Whereas t ho Plantations in New- England have, by the 
*< bleifing of the Almighty, had good and profperous fuccefs, without any public charge to 
*t -thfe State,, an4 are ■ now likely to prove very happy for the propagation ef The Gofpel 1n 
'« thofe parts, ami veisy bene6cwl and commodious to this kingdom and" nation 1* The Com- 
V mons now aflembledin Parliament* &c. &c* &c.V 

J Georgia has fmce a«eodedi July* 1775-*^ , ' 

* " • * * . * ^ Iitics, 
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Iirics, was indifferent what became 
of us. . On die other hand, the Co- 
lonies have not been wanting to do 
whit they could in every war for an- 
noying the enemies of Britain. They 
formerly aflifted her in the conqueft 
of Nova Scotia* In the war before 
laft they took: Louifbourg, and put 
it into her hands. She made ner 
peace with that ftrong fortrefs, by re- 
ftofing it to France, greatly to their 
detriment. Jn the laft war, it is 
true, Britain fent a fleet and an army, 
who aded with an equal army of 
ojor-'s in the redu&ion of Canada,; 
and perhaps thereby did more for us 
than we in the preceding wars had 
done for her. Let it be remembered,* 
however, that fhe rejefted the plan 
we formed in the Congrefs at Al- 
bany, in 1754, for our own defence, 
by an union of the Colonies; an 
union fhe was jealous of, and there- 
fore chofe to fend her own forces; 
otherwiie her aid, to protect us, was 
mot wanted. And from our firft fet- 
tlement to that time, her military 
operations in our favour were fmali, 
compared with the advantages fhe 
drew -from her exclufive commerce 
with us. We are, however,* willing to 
give full weight to this obligation ; 
and as we are daily growing ftronger, 
and our afiiftence to her becomes of 
more importance, we fhould with 
pbafure embrace the firft opportu- 
nity of mewing our gratitude by re- 
turning the favour in kind. But 
when-Britain values herfelf as afford- 
ing m protection, wc defire it may 
be corindered that we have followed 
her in, all her wars, and joined with 
her at our own expence again ft all me 
thought fit to quarrel with- This fhe 
has required of fls ; and would never 
permit us to keep peace with any 
power me declared her enemy; 
though by feparate treaties we might 

* SuppofeJ to allude to certain paflages in the Jeurnal* of the Houfe of Common* on the- 
4th of April 1748, z&th January 1756, 3d February 1756, 16th and 19th of .May 1757, ift 
of June 175** 26th and 30th of April 1759.26th and 31ft of March and 28th of April 1760, 
9th and zcth January 1761, 2ida*d 26th January 1762, 4Adj4thand 17th March X763. 

wift 



well have done it.- Under foch dr- 
cumAances, when at her inftance wc 
made nations our enemies, whom we 
might otherwife have retained ou* 
friends, we fubmtt it to the common 
fenfe of mankind, whether her pro- 
tection of *us in thefe wars was not our 
jmfi du$, and to- be claimed of right, 
inftead of being received as zfaw*r? 
And whether, when alt the parts of 
an empire exert themielves to the at- 
raoft in their common defence, and 
in annoying the common enemy, it 
is not as well, the parti that protett 
the <wboU, as the nvboli that prote£is 
the parts: The protection then has 
.been proportionabiy mutual. And 
whenever the time (hall come, that 
our abilities may as far exceed hers*, 
as hers have exceeded ours, we hope 
we (hall be reafonable enough to r£ft 
fatisfied with her proportionable ex- 
ertions, and not think we do too 
much for a part of the empire, when 
that part does as much as it can for 
the whole. 

The charge agaktft us, tbatwt re- 
fttfi to contribute to ekr o-wn prottflhm, 
appears from the above to be ground - 
lefs ; but we farther declare it to be 
abiblutely falfe ; for it is well known 
that we ever keid it as our duty to 
grant aids to the Crown upon requi- 
Stion, towards carrying on ks wars ; 
which duty we have chearfully com- 
plied with to the utmoft of our abi- 
lities, infomuch that freqnent and 
grateful acknowledgments thereof by 
King^and Parliament appear on their 
records *, But as Britain has enjoy* 
ed a mod gainful monoply of our 
commerce, the fame with our main* 
taining the dignity of the King's re- 
prefentative in each colony, and all 
our own feparate eftabliihments of 
government, civil and military, has 
ever hitherto been deemed an equi- 
valent for fuch aids as might other- 
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wife be expe&ed from us in time* of 
peiasfi.;r And we hereby declare, that 
?& a tacotyyliation* with Britain, we 
&4U/&et onlyxontsAiie to jgrant.aids 
in fiaae «f -war- a* aforeiaid, but, 
whenever (he 4ball think £t to abo- 
H4h,,her monopoly* and give us the 
&me privilege* of trade as Scotland 
received at *he Union, and allow us 
a free commerce with ail the reft of 
the f world* we (hall willingly agree 
(and we doubt not it will be ratified 
by our -:onftituents) to give and pay 
into the Stoking Fund [ioo,oooL] 
fterling per annum for the term of 
one^ hundred years; which duly, 
faithfully, and inviolably applied to 
th»t pnrpofe, is deraonftrabfy more 
than fu&dent to extinguifh all her 
prefent .national debt, fince it will 
in that time amount, at legal Britiih 
interest, to more .than 230,000,4001. 

But if Britain does not think fit to 
accept tliis proportion, we, in order 
to remove her groundlefs jealoufies, 
tb&t <yx aim at imdeptndtntt % and an 
mbeliticu if tbt Navigation A3 % (which 
h#th.in truth never been, our in ten- 
tkm) and to avoid all future difputes 
about the right of making that and 
others afts for regulating our. com- 
merce, 4o hereby declare ourfelves 
ready and willing to enter into a co-r 
venant wkh Britain, that fhe mall 
, fully poflTefs, enjoy, and exercife that 
jrzg&t for an hundred. years to, come, 
the fame being iw/tf/jV ufed for the 
common benefit ; and in cafe of fuch 
agreement, that every aflembly be 
advifed by us, to confirm it folemnly 
by. Jaws of their own,, which once 
made cannot be repealed without the 
afi'enj of the Crown . 

The laft charge, that we are dif- 
komtft traders, and aim at defrauding 
our creditors in Britain, is fufficiently 
and/authentically refuted by the fo- 
lemn declarations of the Britiih mer- 
cfcantr.tQ Parliament, (both at the 
time of the §tamp Aft, and in the 
laft feffion) .^iiprbore ample teftimony 
to the general" good faith and fair 



dealing of the Americans, and de- 
clared (heir confidence in our in- 
tegrity ; f or which we „ refer to their 
petitibns on the Journals of the Hbufe 
of Commons. And we prcfume we 
may fafely call on the body of the 
Britiih tradefmen, who have had eat* 
perience of both, to fay, whether 
they have not received, much more 
punctual payment from us than they 
generally have from the Members of 
their own two Houfes of Parliament* 
On the whole of the above it ap- 
pears, that the charge of ingratitude 
towards the Mother Country, brought 
with fo much confidence againft the 
Colonies, is totally without founda- 
tion 1 and that there is much more 
reaibn for retorting that change on 
Britain, who not only never contri- 
butes any aid, nor affords by an ex- 
clusive commerce any advantages to 
Saxony, her Mother Country ; but 
no longer fince than in the laft war, 
without the leait provocation^ fub- 
fidized the King of Pruffia while he 
ravaged that Mother Country, and 
carried fire and fword into its capital, 
the fine city of Drefden. An ex- 
ample we hope no . provocation will 
induce us to imitate. 



Briftd {England) July a. Lafl 
Thursday a veflel arrived at Cork 
from Quebec in nineteen days* She 
brings an account of Gen. Bur- 
goyne's arrival in the Apoilcr frigate ; 
that he hadr taken the. command, <and 
was gone to Trois Rivieres,;, .that 
General Carleton would return to, 
Quebec— that the fnow <.wa4inoto4F. 
the ground the 4th of June, and 
that the troops were beginning to 
move. n ■. <■ ' 

London, July 3. The Sally, Hen- 
derfon, a tranfport, is arrived at Do* 
ver from Quebec ,; (he left, that place 
the 4th of June, and brings an ac- 
count that General Burgoyne arrived 
at Quebec on the 6th of May, and 
that twenty-eight fail, of different 
forts of tranfports were alfo arrived. 

D d By 
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By a private letter from an officer 
in Sir Guy Carleton V army, dated 
M*Y '6, we have the following 
abridged detail of general fads dur- 
ing, the winterencampments : 

" The winter fet' in To foon after 
our taking poffeilion of Crown Point, 
that for want of timber, Uc* we 
CQuld not make it tenable, die evar 
cuation of it therefore clbfed the cam- 
paign. 

'* "Winter quarters was out next 
©Bjeft, and by the happy cliipofal of 
the' troops, fpent fix months of a win- 
ter' lefs fevere than we fometimes 
meet in England. Amufements took 
tKe. lead of buiine/&, and the clangor 
of war gave place to balls, aflemblies, 
&c. TJ'he inhabitants readily ac- 
cepted the fbldiers as lodgers, and 
feeihed happy to give every alliance, 
to* thofe who came^ fo far to prptecY, 
them. The following has been the ; 
difpofition of the troops : 

'*? The aoth regiment quartered 
on the Lie aux Noix, with artillery, 
&c. compofed the. advanced pon. 
The2jfi regiment, under the com- 
mand ofBrigadier General Hamilton, 
occupied St. John's ; and here' all 
■our veflels and batteanx were, ar- 
ranged, when, fortunately not the 
leaft accident happened to them. 
At Chamblee Fort, the 53d rpgi- 
inent, commanded, by Brigadiqr Ge- 
neral Powel, and the Sorrell, river, to 
the village, commanded by the 31ft 
regiment. 

' * r Longneil, La ; Prairie, and all, 
tlown to Sorrell, on, the river St, 
Lawrence fide, occupied by the 
» grenadiers, light infantry, and. 24th 
regiment, under the command of 
Brigadier General Frafer. 'Montreal 
has in the garrifon the artillery! and' 
2<}th regjment, and there Major Ge- 
neral Philips, took up hjs, quarters. 
The Ifland of Montreal is occupied 
bv the 9th and 47th, Colonel. Ma- 
clean and Sir John Johnfton's corps. 
From Repentigny (the end of die 
ifland) to Gape Sante, about 13 



leagues from Quebec, on the North ; 
and from Sprrell Down, on the South, 
of the river St. Lawrence, occupied 
by the Germans, Trois Rivieres is 
their head quarters, and commanded 
by Major General Riedefel. 

*' General Carleton remained at 
Quebec, with his family ; the 34th 
regiment were in garrifon; and the 
6id regiment at Point Levi, almolt 
oppofite the town. 

" Thus has our army been diftri- 
by ted in their winter quarters. We 
are now preparing to advance, a* 
foqn as the weather will permit ; it 
will be three weeks at leart, though 
we fhall'be in motion in a few days* 

" It is imagined the rebels wil| 
not meet us en the Lakes, having, no 
force competent to our's ; their de- ' 
fence will be at Ticonderoga, which . 
they .have fortified greatly, having 
njade a bridge to communicate with 
their works, and fixed a boom to 
prevent our veffels getting up.. They 
have now 2000 men there, and by 
the firfr of next month are tp have 
20,000. 

London j Auguft c. Sunday arrive^ 
af Dover the Harmony, Capt. Stan- 
cliff, the Pevonfhire, Penliagton, 
and the Ann, RurTel, from Quebec. 
They left Quebec on the fifth of 
July. In tl;em came paiTengers, Mar 
jor Gordon, chief engineer to the ar- 
my in Canada, and Colonel ChrifHe, 
intended to have been Quarter-mailer 
tp the army. On the 22d of June 
part of the army were on Bouqet Ri- 
ver, on the weft fide of Lake Cham- 
pjain, about 50 miles north of Crowa 
Point. The army was . under the 
command of General Burgpyne. Ge- 
neral Carleton was at Quebec, wait- 
ing for leave, (which he had wrote 
fqr upon the arrival of General Bur- 
gpyne) to return to England, 

A letter from an officer in the ar- ^ 
my, datedjune 25, which fays, the, 
advanced guard were at Putnam's, 
Creek, about twelve miles from Ti- 
conderoga* Thjs letter further iavs^ 

thai 
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that they fhall inveft that place by the 
firft or fecond of July, that the gar- 
rifon coniifts of 4500 men, and thilt 
General Burgoyne has fent all the 
Indians (in mimber about 500) to 
intercept a convoy of provifions for 
the garrifon. On the 27th of June, 
General Carleton arrived at Quebec 
from Montreal, anxioufly expetting 
the leave he wrote for, to return to 
England, 

Another letter from an 6fficer, 
dated June 22, fays, General Bur- 
goyne having orders to take the com- 
Txikhd of the army to crofs thfc Lakes, 
CO leave a fuificient nninber of men 
for the protection of the province, 
and make a detachment under the 
command of Lieut. Col* St. Legei*, 
of the 34th regiment, obliges Gene- 
ral Carletdri to leave the army, atfH 
return to his government, with the 
29th, 31ft, and 34th regiments, 650 
of the Brunfwickers, fcol. Maclean's 
corps, arid a detachment df jo meh 
from each of the Britifh regiments 
for its fafety. General Burgoyne 
proceeds to the Lakes with the gre- 
nadiers, light infantry; feven Brxtilh 
regiments, the artillery, the Ger- 
mans, and the Savages. 

Our army are partly advanced on 
Lake Champlaih, the others coming 
ii£, fee. while bitr vefTels are ad- 
vanced on the Lake, under the com- 
mand df Captain Latwidge, of the 
Triton frigate, who ac~b as Commo- 
dore. Our nival ftrength is very 
great. All the veflels, as well of 
the rebels as our own, are enlarged 
and ftrongly equipped, befides a new 
26 gun (hip built this fpring. We 
ftall have but little ufe for them; nor 
fhall we meet witJ* any obftruftion till 
we get to Ticonderoga. Gen. Bur- 
goyne fays, in a few days he fhall be 
ajfaihft Ticonderoga: he and all the 
Generals are at St. John's ; He goes 
on board the Mana, I believe, to- 
morrow. Col. St. Leger is to fet 
cfFin a few days, by way of Ofwego 
and the Mohawk nrery with orders 



to land upon the German flits. * He 
is to have fome chatieurs, 120 of the 
34 th regiment, looiofthe 8th, fome 
Canadians, Sir John Johnfbn's corps, 
and a party of Indians. The Cana- 
dians are fulky. 

General Wafhingfen, In a letter 
to Congrefs, dated in May, 1777, 
acquaints them, he had received in- 
formation from Ticonderoga, of $006 
of the Northern troops being arrived 
in good health and Spirits, at that 
garrifon, ^the beginning of MaV'; 
and that the remainder of the rein- 
forcements ( 1 2,000 men) deftined for 
that garrifon, were on their march 
from the MafTachufets Bay, &c. anil 
expected there, the latter end of May 
at fartheft. This Northern army Is 
to be commanded by General Gates, 
General Coudrey, and feverai French 
Generals. It would be at Jeaft 
17,000 ftrtmg*, and be well jpro- 
vided with engineers, artillery, mor- 
tars, Arc* 

PROCLAMATION* 
Mj John Burgoyne, Ejq. &c. fcfh 
Camp at Putnam Crtek, 

Juntzfy 1*777. . 
** The forces entrnfted to my com- 
mand are designed to aft in concert, 
and upon a common principle with 
,the numerous armies aritt 'fleets which 
already difplay, ih every quarter of 
America, the power; the juflice, and, 
when properly fought; die mercy of 
the King. 

" The caufe ih which the Britflh 
arms are thus exerted, applies to t!ie 
moft*fte£ring interefts of the hnmin 
heart; and the military iervants of 
the Crown, at firft called forth fbr 
the fole purpofe of reftoring the rights 
of the confUtutiori, now combine 
with love of their cduntry, and duty 
to their Sovereign, the other extei- 
ftve incitements which fpring from a 
due fenfe of the general privileges 6f 
mankind. 
" To the eyes and ears of the tem- 
D d 2 perate 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 212 ) 



cerate part of ^e public, and .to the 
breafts of fu#?rjng thousands in the 
provinces, be the melancholy appeal, 
whether the preAnt; unnatural rebel- 
lion Jus^t been made a foundation 
for the compleateft fyltem of tyranny, 
that ever God in his difpleafure fuf- 
fered for a tyme to* be exercifed over 
a Reward ; and Hubborn generation. 
Arbitrary iniprffaameMt, confijtquion 
ctfproperty, ; peyfecution and tgrf ure, 
unpreceWntpJ'inthc inq^uifipo^s of 
tjie, J^omifhfChurcjb^ arearoong the 
palpable enormities which veriiy the 
affirmative. Thefe are inflicted by 
aflemblies and committees, who dare 
to profefa.,themielves friends to li- 
berty, upon the moft quiet fubjects, 
without oiftinclion of age or fex, for 
the foje crime, often for the fole fuf- 
picjon, of haying adhered in prin- 
ciple to t£e government under which 
they were born, and to whicji, by 
every tie divine and human, they 
ewe alle&ance;* To ponfuminate 
thefe mocking proceedings, t}ie pro- 
fanation of religion is added to the 
moft profligate prostitution of com- 
mon reafon ; the con/ciences of men 
are fet at nought, and multitudes 
are compelled not only to bear arms, 
but alio to fwear fubjection to an 
xifurpation they abhor. 
■.-•■" Animated bv thefe confidera- 
tions, at the Jiead pf troops' in the 
full powers of health, difcioline, and 
yalour, determined to flxike where 
neceuary, and anxious to fpare where 
ppflible, I, by thefe prefents, invife 
and exhort aU perfons, in all places 
where the prc-greis of this army may 
pphti, and,' by. the bleffing of, God, 
J will, extend it far,* to maintain fuch 
a conduct as may juftify me in pro- 
tecting their lands, habitations, and 
familjgs ; the intention of this ad- 
ilrefs/ia. to hold forth fecurity, not 
depr^d^on, to the country, , > ' 

: * r To jhofe whom {pint and prin- 
ciple may induce to partake the glo- 
rious taik of redeeming their country- 
men from dungeons, andre-eftabUih- 



ing the bleflings o/legal goVerrtrnent, 
I offer encouragement * and employ- 
ment; and, upon the nrft intelli- 
gence of their aifociatibrts, I wjjl 
find means to affilT xMb undertak- 
ings. 

" The domeftic,;the jnduftriotw, 
the infir.m, and even the timid infcu 
bitants, J am defirous to protect, pro* 
yided they remain quietly at their 
houfes; that they do not fumrr their 
cattle tQ be removed, nor their corn 
or forage to be fecreted o* deftrpyed ; 
that they dp not break up their 
bridges* or roads, nor by anY<>th*f 
acts, directly or indirectly/ endeavour 
to obilruct the pperations of *b> 
KJng's troops, or fupply qt affiftthofc 
of the enemy. 

€( livery fpeciesofprovifion brought 
to my'camp will be paid for at aa 
equitable rate, and in folid coin. Ja 
confeioufriefs of Chriftianity, my 
Royal Mailer's clemency, and thjp 
honour of foicjierfhip, I have dwelt 
upon this invitition, and wifhed lor 
more perfuafive terms to give it im- 
preiHon; and let abt people be led 
todifregard it by conndering Itheif 
diitance fit)m the immediate (ituatieit 
of my camp, I have but to give 
ibetch to the Indian forces under my 
direction, and they amount to thou- 
sands, to overtake the hardened ene- 
mies of Great Britain and America; 
J confided them the fame wherever 
they may lurk. '•" 

' €( If, notwithftanding thefe endea- 
vours, and flncere inclination to ef- 
fect them', the phrenzy of holHlity 
mould remain, I truft I ihall Hand 
acquitted in the eyes of God and 
man, in denouncing and executing 
the vengeance of die Rate againft the 
wilful outcafts. ■•'**•-- 
i; tf The meflengers of juftice and of 
wrath wait thenv in the field ; and 
devastation, famine, and every con- t 
comitant horror that a reluctant, bi*t 
indijpenfiblc profecutioxr of military 
duty mutf otcafion, wiil bar ^he-way 
to tfieir return." ; <- ' j 

^ Frm 
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From *i*Qyr»EC Gazette. 

ExtraB cfm UtUr from New 'Fork 
" The defign of the Indians join- 
ing the rebel* has greatly^alarmed us. 
Tfte Qhio and Weftern Indians, it 
is now no longer a doubt, have fent 
bd& of friendship to the Congrefs, 
asiwve the Five Nations, the Shaw- 
anefe, and Delawares." 
Extrma>cf* Utter from Shipptrjbnrgb, 

* $pf Ptmtytoatna* to a Gentleman in 
Baltimore, in Maryland May 15. 
« ,1 received a letter laft night from 

Mr? Jonas Bingham, at the Lower 
Shawaneie town, advifuig me that 
the trade in the woods feems to be at 
»D end. A body of Indians, of the 
Mipgoe tribe, are certainly in arms., 
and on their march for Philadelphia. 
I am. ferry to obferve the favages feem 
determined to facrifice themfelves to 
the will of the Congrefs." 

From the Virginia Gazette.. 

%*M*jj*** Dixon and Hunter. 

Chatham (N> Jerjey) Feb. 15, 1777. 

V Gentlemen, 

V General Stephen's brigade has 
engaged the enemy's ftrong foraging 
parties . three . feveral times lately, 
and, with fuftaining but little lois^ 
did them very considerable damage. 
On the £rft inft. they treated fome of 
our wounded, who had the misfor- 
tune to fall into their hands, with 
the moft' favage barbarity: in con- 
sequence of that, the General wrote 

* letter to Sir William Erfkine, a 
copy of which, and Sir William's 
anfwer, have done 'myfelf the plea- 
sure to endofe you. We loft that 
day two gallant officers, Adjutant 
Kelly, of the 5 th Virginia regiment, 
and Lieutenant Gregory of the 6th. 
Our hickory hearts, as ufual, be- 
haved like heroes ; ninety of tfcem, 
under the command of the brave Co- 
lonel Scott, beat, at fair cutting, 230 
of their beft troops. 

' I am, very refpeafully, 

Your obedient fervant, 
Robert Forsyth, 
J. Major to Gen. Stephen." 



3 ) 

Copy of a letter fent to Sir William 

Erskine, cbrnp^Mhing dP the 

cruelty of the British troops. v 

**■ Sir' ''"''• 

" It is told us, thflsSirWWHfcm ' 

Erfkine commanded the Britifl* trbopt 

covering the foraging party at 

Drake's Farm, on Saturday the rA 

inltant. 

*' Is it poflible that a gentleman^ 
an officer to eminently diltinguifced 
for his bravery and t eajfcrience ! 
fhould allow the troop* under hi* 
command to murder the Wounded 
after the manner of favages! it ant 
this time, it was univerfally allowed, 
that humanity was a certain cancel 
mi tan t of valour. It now appear*, 
that Britains, unhappily diverted of 
many excellent quaKtie» peculiar 'SO 
their anceftors, are become ftrangw* 
to humanity, and deaf to the entreat 
ties of the brave, after the wfcfbrfettW 
of having fallen into their power 1 , 
Mr. Keily, a brave officer in my bn- 
gade, and five other Virginians; 
flrghtly wounded in the mufcukr 
parts, were murdered, and their bo- 
dies mangled, and their brains beat 
out, by the troops of his Britannic 
Majefty, on Saturday the firft inftann 
** The cruelties exerci fed on the 
worthy General Mercer, near • to 
Princetown, on the 3d of January* 
were equally barbarous. It gives 
pain to a generous mind/ Sir Wil- 
liam, to fee you tarnim the laurels 
fo honourably obtained laft war, b/ 
permitting fuch favage barbarity in 
the troops under your commands 
Such conduct, Sir, will infpire the 
Americans with a hatred to Brftonr, 
fo inveterate and infurmountabltf, 
that they never will form an alliance, 
or the leaft connexion with them. 
" " I can afTureyou, Sir, that the 
favages after General Braddock's de- 
feat, notwithflanding the great -in- 
fluence of die French over them, 
could not be prevailed on to butcher 
the wounded in the manner your 
troops have done, until they were 
iirftmade drunk. I do not know, 

'Sir 
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Sir William, that your troops gave 
yon that trouble. So far does Bri- 
tiih cruelty, bow a day e, furpais that 
of the. favages. ^ . 

** . In fpite of all ihe Britiih agents 
feat amongfl: the different nations, 
w* have beat the Indians into good 
humour, and they offer their fervice. 
It "is their cuftom, in war, to fcalp, 
fake out the hearts, and mangle the 
bodies of their enemies. This is 
ihocking to the humanity natural te 
the white inhabitants of America. 
However, if the Britiih officers do 
not refrain their foldiers from glut* 
ting their cruelties with the wanton 
defoliation of the wounded, the 
United States, contrary to their na- 
tural difpofition, will be compelled 
to employ a body of ferocious fa- 
vages, who can, with an unrelenting 
heart, eat the flefti, and drink the 
blood of their enemies. I well re- 
member, that in the year 1763, 
Lieutenant Gordon, of the Royal 
Americans, and eight more of the 
the Britifti i foldiers, were roaited 
alive, and eaten up by the fierce fa- 
vages that now Offer their fervices. 

" The Americans have' hitherto 
treated the wounded and prifoners of 
the Britiih troops with that civility 
and tenderneis natural to a brave and 
generous people ; but fhonld the in* 
human cruelty of your men compel 
the American army to retaliate, let 
it be remembered, that the Britife 
officers ftand anfwerable to the world* 
and to pofterity, for the many dread- 
ful confequencesu 

I am, Sir, with due relpett, 

Your moft humble fervant, 

Adam Stephen, 
B. G. United States." 



&m AN S W E R* ' 
Brim/mlck, Feb. 10, 1777. 
" Sir, '•" 

** I received your letter of the itk 
infhnt, and am extremely obliged to 
you for the good opinion you feem t* 
have had of my paft character, bat as 
much hurt at the. unmerited charge 
you lay again ft me at prefent, 

" It is unneoeflary for hie to aft- 
fwer minutely every paragraph of 
your letter, which is wrote in a ftyle 
and language I have hot been ac£uf- 
toroed to. I only beg leave to in- 
form you, that I never countenance*! 
an ad of barbarity in my Kfe time, 
nor can I think any gerftleman in the 
BritHh fervice eqaal to it. We* en 
the contrary, wifh to treat prifohtrs 
with lenity, and to take ali poffiMe 
care of the wounded that fall into 
our hands, as humanity will always 
meet with the approbation of every 
oifieer in the army. 

" However, I may mention, that 
it is not to be wondered at if out 
foldiers are a little exafoerated, con- 
fiderirtg the many cruelties that have 
been of late committed on theft awl 
their * officers, Atn kn&rmei, paffinfc 
' fingle from quarter to quarter. 

I am, Sir, with refpeS, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

Wiljliau EasKiwa, 
Brigadier and Q^ M, G. 



Copy of a letter from Lord^Coa »- 
wALLis to General Washing- 
ton, dated Bronrwkk, April 3, 

" Sir, . , 

" I inciofe you a letter which 

Lieutenant CokmeLWalcoft delivered 

yefterday to Lieutenant GdL Harri- 

fon, and which lieutenant Ool. 



• Serwsl officers in the rear of art efcort w4te ArprizecTby « ptffty of the' mifitu» 
#nd Surrendered to them, but foOn after clapped ■ ipuri to theit htftfe* and 6etfj 
npon wh'ich the milui* fired immediately, and killed three of them* atriangft whom 
va& Major philips,— This is the cruelty alluded^ in- Sir Wiftiantt Jitter* 

Harrifon, 
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Harrifon did not then tbi&k proper 
to receive. 

I am, S^r, Wfith due refpeft, 
Your moil obedient humble fervant, 

COHNWALLIS." 

GtntralWajbingtc*, f$t. &c. fck, 

(coe y.) 

Demand, &c. by Lieutenant Colonel 
Walcott, April z, 1777* of 
Return of Prifoners, 
** Whereas General Waihington 
did, in his letter to General Howe, 
bearing date the 50th day of June, 
1776, declare that he was, autho- 
rifed to propofe, and he did in faid 
letter accordingly, propofe, a general 
exchange of all prifoners of war, in 
the manner and upon the terms fol- 
lowing, viz* ** officer* for officers of 
«3ftual rank, foldier for foldier, and 
citizen for citizen." To which pro- 
jjcual his Exc^JIancyrGAaef al Siif Wil- 
liam Howe did, in his anfweji of the 
iorft of Auguil following, accede and 
agree. Ajnd whereas, }n punfuance 
. of Viu agreement, General Sir Wil- 
liam, Howe,, relying upon the ho- 
nour and good faith of Geo. Waih- 
ington, for tfc ; diw and <. pun&ttal 
performance thereof on, his' part,- 
hath, at feveral times, fent and de- 
livered over to G$n. Wafhington, at, 
will fully appear from the lifts with-. 
them tranfmifted, a number of of-> 
fleers on. their parole, and upwards » 
of ; two thoiifiwid two hundred pri- 
vates,, of the enemy his prifoners j 
and who, as well officers as privates, 
are ftill to be confidered as fuch until 
they mall be regularly exchanged, 
officers for officers of equal rank, and 
the privates by a like number of thofe 
now in the polleffion of General 
"VYafhingtoa.; fome of whom, having 
been talqcn before, or about the time 
of" concluding, the agreement, have, 
in -4ire& violation thereof, been de- 
tained as prifofcers, for full eight 
mgntfis, and .Qther^ taken in the lat- 
ter, end of December and in the be- 
ginning, of January Jafo haw been 



in the like rendition of prifoners for 
three months ; noue, or very few of 
whom, have hitherto been (eat in, 
in return or exchange of the number 
of prifoners fent by Gen. Howe to* 
Gen. Waihington. • I, Lieut. Col- 
Wijliam Walcott, veiled with full 
powers for this among other purpofes, 
do therefore in the moft pofitivc and 
peremptory manner, require and de- 
mand of General Wafhington, the 
full and due performance of the agree- 
ment above recited ; and confe- 
qucntly the fpeedy and immediate 
releafe of all prifoners of war, whe- 
ther Britilh, Heflians, Wddeckerr, 
Provincials or Canadians, as well 
officers as foldiers, now in his poflef- 
fion, or fo far as they {hall go or may 
go towards the exchange of thole 
lent and delivered over to Gen- 
Washington. And whereas there are 
ftill in the pofieifion of Gen. Sir 
William Howe a very confiderable 
nurnber of officers, and a number of 
privates of the enemy, prifoners un- 
exchanged % I. do farther require and 
demand of Gen. Waihington, that 
fo fpon as he (hall have complected 
the exchange of thofe already deliver- 
ed over to him, agreeable to my re- 
quifition * and? 4 e *B fl »d for that plir- 
pofe, he mail proceed to the ex- 
change of tjvtfe lait. ^mentioned of- 
ficers, and privates, in conformity t* 
the agreement of the 30th of July 
a^wl 1 ft 'Of Ajiguft* 1776; to the 
execution of winch the groundlefs and 
unprecedented,, objeftiohs offered on 
the part of Gen. 'Washington, -by- 
Lieut. Col. Harrifon, cannot with* 
any degree of reafoa, or confidently 
wiih common f6nfe t be allowed or 
admitted as obftacks. The one, 
that ff the whole of the prifoners* 
contained in the Commiflary's lifts, 
and delivered over to General Waih- 
ington, mould not be accounted for r 
becaufe many, of them died .on their 
return to the place of their arrival/* 
Poilerior therefore confefledly, from 
the objection itfelf a* ftated, to their 
v being 
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being delivered over to Gen. Walh- 
ington, all of whom therefore mull 
be, and all of whom, this objection 
notwithstanding, I do again require 
and demand to be exchanged, ac- 
cording to the exprefs terms of the 
agreement, ** foldier for foldier," for 
every man delivered to the perfon 
who received them tor and in the 
behalf of Gen. Wafhington ; The 
other, " The cafe of Lieut, Col. 
Lee/' whofe releafe Gen* Waihing- 
ton might .with greater propriety de- 
mand, whenever, within the terms 
of the faid agreement, ** officers for 
officers of equal rank," he mail have 
in his pofleffion an officer of rank 
eqnal to the reputed rank of the gen- 
tleman in queftion ; but until that 
appear, the demand and objection 
upon this fubject are at leaf! prema- 
ture. I do moreover expect and de- 
mand, that an immediate and cate- 
gorical anfwer (hall be given to thefe 
juft and reafonable requifitions and 
demands. Given at the houfe of the 
Rev. Mr. Beech, in the townfhip of 
HUUborough, the fecond day of 
April, one thoufand feven hundred 
fcventy and feven. 

W. Walcott, Lieut. Col. 
ToGtntral Wajhi*iton> iSc. &r. 

(COP V.) 
General Washington's Anfwer to 
the foregoing letter. 
Mamtfow*, Jfntg, 1777. 
« Sir, 
" I cake the liberty of tranfmit- 
ting you a copy of a paper addxefled 
to me by Lieut* Col. Wakott of 
your army, which came inclofed in 
a letter from lieut* Gen. Lord 
Cort&wallk. It is with peculiar re- 

Srt I am conftrained to obferve, that 
5 illiberal performance of Col. 
Wakott is obviouily calculated to 
anfwer a lefs generous purpofe than 
that of -merely effeaing an exchange, 
contain* a grofs mifireprefentation of 
facts, and is a palpable deviation 
from that cfelicate line, whkh I ex- 



peeled would mark his conduct as % 
man of candour and ingenuity. 

" That gentleman has cenfured 
two articles infilled on by me through. 
Lieut. Col. Harrifon, at their meet- 
ing on the 10th ult, as groundless, 
unprecedented, and incontinent with 
a . n y degree of rea&n Or common 
fenfe, though founded, as I contelve, 
in the cleareft principles of equity 
and juftice— Not contenting him/elf 
with this, which would have given 
me no concern, he has affumed the 
privilege of mutilating and miftating 
thefe articles, in fuch a manner as to 
change their meaning, and to adopt 
them to the unfair conclufions he 
wifhed to eftablifh. 

Having premifed thefe things, and 
being charged in direct and pofitive 
terms by Col. Walcott, who acted 
under your authority, with a viola- 
tion of the agreement made between 
us for the exchange of prifoners, and 
called upon for a performance of the 
fame, I think it neceffary to explain 
the motives of my conduct, and the 
grounds on which thofe articles or 
objections Hand. 

By refpect to the n>ft> I freely re- 
peat, that I do not hold myfelf bound 
either by the fpirit of the agreement, 
or by the principles of juftice, to ac- 
count for thofe prifbners, who, from 
the rigour and leverity of their treat- 
ment, were in fo emaciated and lan- 
guishing Hate at the time they came 
out, as to render their death almoft 
certain and inevitable, and which, 
in many inftances, happened while 
they were returning to their homes, 
and in many others aCfter their airivaL 
You muft be fenlible that our en- 
gagement, as well as all others of the 
kind, though in letter it exprefles 
only an equality of rank and number, 
as the rule of exchange, yet it necef- 
farily implies a regard to the general 
principles of mutnal oompenfation 
and advantage. This is kxherent in 
its nature, is the voice of reafon, aid 
no ftipulation, as to the condition in 

wjiich. 
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which prifoners mould be returned, 
was .requisite. Humanity dictated, 
that' their treatment fhould be fuch as 
their health and comfort demanded ; 
and* where her ta\Vs* have been duly 
refpec^ted, their' concUtiOii has been 
generally good.— Nor fe this the lan- 
guage of humanity a^one—juflice de- 
clares tjie fame. Tne objeft of every 
cartel, 'or finiilar agreement, is the 
benefit of tl^e prifoners themfelves, and 

that of the contending powers on 

this footing, it equally exa£ts, that 
they mould be well treated, as that 
they jftjould He exchanged : the fevcrfe 
Js therefore an eyide^infra&ion, and 
ought: to fdbjecl thj^pakjr, °on whom 




_xpefte r ., ___._..__„__ .... 
iit&d Tor futdre fervice' fey/2&s of fe 
verity, ufidireci violation o( '£ com- 
pact,' are propef/fiibjefts for 'an ex- 
change. 'In fucli a Cafe/ to return 
others not in the faftfc predicament, 
wduli bete give without receiving an 
1 equivalents and would 'afford the 
greatefl'encGuragemeri't to cruelry and 
lnh^manity^ ^The 'argument arawn 
"Jron^j&e mere rcirCu'mliaricp of the 
prlfoilers^n'iving been received/ is of 
n6' ,f va^^;^6ti , gh : from' their 
Vi&cheii /ituatipn',- the^couid riot, at 
"tKitf'time t be dee&ect pfopeV fttf'an 
exchange,' bur humanity Required tftat 
they fyo'uld be permitted to return 
ttmorigft usl'tt may perhaps be raitly 
doubted, whether an apprehenfion of 
their h death, or tfiaV[of a great part 
oFtheni," clid' not contribute 'fomevt{nat 
to their being fent out when 'they' 
were. Such an event, whillt they re- 
mained with you, would have been 
truly interefting, beefcufe it would 
Jhivh Jejlroyed every fljadow of claim 
for the return of the prifoners in your 
hands, and therefore policy, concur- 
ring with hunisfriir^/mftated that the 
meafu>e ffibute^)^ adopted* Happy 
had it { %4in/ if the expedient had 
been ^bu^htfbF before theft ill-fated 
"men were reduced to fucli extremitv. 



It is confefied, however, on all fides, 
thar 'after their delivery they frill con- 
tinued your prffcmfers, and wcfuld be 
fo, till regularly exchanged;' 'I ac- 
knowledge that I mould 'be, and I 
have been, always willing, notwith- 
ffending this conreflion, to actbirflt for 
every man who was in a proper con- 
dlqdn, and" fit to be exchanged ar the 
thne they cartie tfut, fo far as the pro- 
portion oPprifonefs with us woula ex- 
tend. 1 Witfr what propriety, or upon 
what' foundation of ruftice, can mote 
be * demanded ?"' This has "been pro- 
ppfed,' or what is the fame, was itfdft 

'clearry Implied in the firft article, or 
"bbje&iori, made by Lieut. Co|.Har- 
riftm, ahd ; illiberally rejected " fmce, 

'' Wi'cohfiftent with any degree of teafen 
or common fenfe.-' Painful as it is i I 

' am compelled to cbiifider jr/as ^ ftft 
-not to be quefHohedj^that the ufege 
of our jjrlfbhetsr whilftin 1 V6ur tJoflef. 
( ffoh,' the private's atleaft; waittcbas 

■• could nor/ te Sufficed. /Thi^waiTpro- 

* 'claimed by the concurrent te*fti*hony 
of all who" carjie* out, their aj^tfrftnee 

'fanAffied 'the : afleifi(m;^H^-'mebii. 

: cTroljKertperience, ^the'^eedyHe'arfi 
of a large part of them^ flattie* it 
wittfmftoleeerAmty. * ■' 

In rer>e€t &^*&MfrH6&€ in- 
fifted on,— your difoiminating Major 
Gen* Lee^from o&er^captive officers 

11 mdi$ig-t6 t *K& AttaicMi *a*hy,Mle- 
manded «rr ^rtlaifr^ittentkmi I 

v w^attobrtted'W i cottcltfrfe from your 
laying him under parriaft^tefbaints, 
'and fetf^6¥^fefteVc^«»eiijd of 

- 'Jfattifor^k*,-, thaVyfti e^fcte^Mm 
tri J k^n|ular p6inf btvivft} antfcnteknt 
to' exclude hihV ft6m t!t8^^cdltfraon 
right of exchange, l^thrtMti'ftr^all 
officers in general term* >>Th&di- 
iHn&idh, the more 1 i^ttrkSUS%A**n- 
wsrraritibte as yo* nearer excepted 
him, though ^ouknew himW^be / an 
officer \n out arm/ taf^iePdmel *n<i 

1 long before,, the agfOTttWlt'^ra* ^ en- 

J tered into, madg'fctfV duty 'to aflert 

^ his right in* afe ex^kit : iw&mer,-and 

to endeavour to put thi matter on fo 

E e unequivocal 
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unequivocal a footing; as to enfure his 
enlargement whenever an officer of 
equal rank, belonging to your army, 
ihould be in our power. This was 
attempted fay die article, and nothing 
more— :Bor 1$ any other inference to 
be drawn from it. It is true a propo- 
fition was made iince his captivity, to 
give a certain number of officers of 
inferior rank in exchange for him, but 
it was not claimed as a matter of right. 
What^name then does that proceeding 
merit, by which it is fuggefted that 
the immediate releafe of Gen. Lee 
had been demanded, without having 
an officer of equal rank to give for 
him ? The fuggeftion cannot be fup- 
ported by the moft tortured expofition, 
nor will it have credit where candour 
is deemed a virtue, and words pre- 
serve, their form and meaning. 
. ^ to. the , charge of delay in not 
. returning the prifonersin our hands — 
.the difperfed fituation of thofe taken 
at a more early period of the war, 
through, the different ^States, arifing 
from the circumftanqes of their capti- 
vity,, and a : regard to their better ac- 
commodation, made their detention 
for a cpnfiderable time unavoidable. 
When the agreement . fubfifting be- 
tween ua^ppk'njace, the Ipeedieft di- 
reftions*were given to have them col- 
lec^efl, , that, an exchange might be 
eiFecied. This : was done in part, and 
at a j^clure when motives of policy 
oppofe4 tne meafure, but were made 
to yield to rigid maxims of good faith. 
We were pujriuing the exchange, and 
continued our exertions to accomplifh 
: it, till tl>e miferable appearance mdi- 
cating.an, approaching catafixophe, of 
thofe fenjt out Jay you, made it impro- 
per. For feeing that a difficulty might 
arife, and that it might be expetted 
fcha.r.1 mould account for the whole 
of tlicm^ wjiich I by no means thought 
equitable, it became^neceflary that 
the ipatter jfhould be^adjuited, and 
the due proportion fettled, for which 
j ought to.pe refponfible^ before an^ 



thing farther could be done on my 
part. Upon this ground ftands alfc* 
the detention of thofe who have been 
fince captured. 

Added to thefe confiderarions — the 
difcrimination fet up in the inftance 
of General Lee, is to be regarded as 
utterly irreconcfleable to the tenor of 
our agreement, and an infurmountable 
obftacle to a compliance with your de- 
mands. 

Thus, Sir, have I explained the 
motives of my conduct, and/ I trttft, 
vindicated myfelf in the eye of impar- 
tiality. From the improper and ground- 
lefs charge which you, and the gentle- 
man a£hng by your authority, lave 
been pleafed to alledge againft me— 
If in doing this I have departed in the 
fmalleft degree from that' delicacy, 
which I always vs&hed fhould fbffif a 
part of my character, you will re- 
member I have been forced inco^ in- 
crimination/ and that It has>be%bme 
an adl of neceffary juftifce. •■ 

I fhall now declare it' to be my ar- 
dent wifh, that' a general exchange 
may take place on generous and libe- 
ral principles, "as* Far as it can be ef- 
fected, and that the agreement fub- 
filling between us for that purpofe 
mould be inviolably obferved, and I 
call upon you, by every obligation of 
good, faith, to remove all impedi- 
ments on your part to the accomplifti- 
ment of it. If, however, you do 
not, I confole myfelf with a hope that 
thofe unfortunate men, whofe lot it 
is to be your prifoners, will bear their 
fufFerings with becoming fortitude and 
magnanimity. 

I am, Sir, with due-fleipeft, 
Your moft obedkntV 

Humble fervant, 
G, Washington. 

His Exceliency General Str William 
Howe. 

Puhlijhed by order ofCoHGKZss, 
Charles ThqjAps^ Sttretaty. 
"-'" General 
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Ceneral Howe to General Wash- 
ington. 

New-Tor k 7 21/? April, 1777* 

&** 

I have received your letter of the 
Hindi infh concerning the requifition 
of Lieutenant Colonel Walcott, a copy 
of which came inclofed. 

Though I obferve that officer has 
meant to infill very ftrongly on the 
juftice of the claim for the r return of 
prifoners in your poffeifton, which was 
one of the objects of his appointment, 
I do not fee reafon to fufpe& tfiat any 
perfonal incivility was intended by the 
terms in which his opinion is exprefled. 

Without entering into a needlefs 
difcuffion of the candour or illibera- 
Hty on the fentiments on which your 
arguments are founded, yet fince you 
are pleafed to aiTert, that — " the 
ufage of your prifoners was fuch as 
comd net be joftined,— that this was 
proclaimed by the concurrent tefti- 
roony of all who came out,— that their 
appearance fanclified the aAertion, 
and that melancholy experience, in 
the fpeedy death of a large part of 
them, ftamped it with infallible cer- 
tainty," thefc, I fay, being what you 
are pleafed to affumeas fa&s, I can- 
not omi{ making tome observations 
upon them. 

' It might, perhaps, fuit with the 
policy of thofe who perfift in every ex- 
pedient to cherifh the popular delu- 
sion, that thereleafed prifoners mould 
complain of ill ufage, or their capti- 
vity might really form a grievous com- 
parifon with the ftate they were in be- 
fore they were perfuaded to encounter 
the viciffitudes of war. But if their 
fuflerings were as great as you think 
yourfelf authorifed to afleit, a difpaf- 
fionate confideration of the following 
indifputable and notorious fa&s will 
point out the caufe to which they are 
to be, in a great me;fure, afcribed : 

All the prifoners were confined 
in the moft airy buildings, and on 
board the largeft tranfports in the fleet, 
which were the very heajthieft places 



of reception tharcould pof&bly be pro* 
vided for them. 

They were fupplied with the fame 
provifions, both in quantity and qua- 
lity, as were allowed to the King's 
troops not on fervice, fome accidental 
inftances excepted, wherein however 
the omiflion, when known, was im- 
mediately remedied. 

Near one half of the whole num- 
ber of prifoners, whofe difeafes ap- 
peared to require peculiar care, as 
well as feparation from the reft, were 
at different times received into the 
Britifh hofpitals, and their own fur- 
geons, without reftriclion, fupplied 
with medicines for the remaining fick, 
until it was (difcovered that they dis- 
puted not to difpofe of large quanti- 
ties by private wle. 

From this fhort flate of fafls, it 
is evident that your prifoners were 
provided with proper habitations, fuf- 
ficient and wholefome food, and me- 
dicines. Nor do I know of any com- 
fort or afuflance compatible with their 
fituation as prifoners, of which they 
were in want, excepting cloathing; 
the relief to their diftrefs in this, and 
the article of money, of which you 
were repeatedly advifed, and they had 
claim to receive from your care, was 
neglefted or refuied, while they were 
furnifhed with every neceflary I was 
in a Situation to fupply. 

To what caufe a fjpeedy death of 
a large part of them is to be attri- 
buted, I cannot determine, but your 
own experience will fuggeft to you* 
whether the army under your com- 
mand, in the courfe of laft cam- 
paign, was free from fuch calamitous 
mortality, though aflifted with refrefh- 
ments from all parts of the furround- 
ing provinces. 

It is infinuated, that I might 
have releafed the prifoners before any 
of the ill conferences had taken 
place. I am obliged to fay, t£e 
event at leafl appears to have proved 
the caution with which I ought to 
have adopted that expedient. The 
E e z prifoners 
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W. Howe. 
\ngtsn t &c. 
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now here, that I may make my ar r 
rangements accordingly. 

It is with concern ? I receive rre- 
quent accounts of the ill treatment of 
Lieut. Col. Campbell* which I had 
reafon to flatter myfitlf yon would have 
prevented. He h^s, it is true, been 
taken out of a .common dungeon* 
where he had been confined with a 
degree of rigour, that the, moft attro- 
cious crimes would not have juiEned, 
but he is Hill kept in the jailor's houfe, 
exposed to daily iniults' from the de- 
luded populace. This ufage being 
repugnant to every feittiment of hu- 
manity, and highly unworthy of the 
character you pro£e&, I am compelled 
to repeat my complaint againA it, 
and to claim immediate redre& to this 
much injured gentleman* 
With due reaped, 
1 am, Sir, 

Your moA obedient humble fervant, 
W.Howe. 
General Wajhiugton> &c . &x* 

General Howe to General Wash^ 

1NGTON. 

N&w+JforA t June 5, *777- 
Sir, 
So many days have elapfed fince 
my letter to you of the Z2d of May 
was difpatched, without an anfwer, 
and left, by any accident, it mould 
not have gotten to your hands, I am 
induced to fend you a duplicate there- 
of, and to prefs my requeft for your 
final decifion, upon the demands 
therein contained . 

With due refpe&, 
I am, Six, 
Your moil obedient fervant, 

W. H0W£, 

- General Waftrington* Ci?r. £sV. 

Philadelphia, March 18. 
Extrafi of a letter from an Officer in 

N?w-Jcrfey. 
■ " The officer who- commanded the 
two thoufand Britiih troops, going as 
a reinforcement from Am boy to 
Brunfwick, we hear, is under an 

arreft. 
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arreft for undertaking, like Don 
Quixote, to do impoffibilities. He, 
iniiead of marching directly to Brunf- 
wick, which he might have done, 
muft needs go fourteen miles out of 
the direct road to take prifoners Ge- 
neral Maxwell and his party at Spark- 
town, and to make, his . triumphant 
entry into Brunfwick, leading his 
captives in -chains like an old Roman 
General, in which he found his fatal 
miftake, when too late to remedy it, 
for he found that he had furrounded 
a neft of American hornets, who foon 
put his whole body to flight, pur£ued 
them to Amboy, and obliged them 
to get on board their (hips again, 
fince which they have never ventured 
a fecond time to reinforce their cooped 
up brethren in Brunfwick." 

Philadelphia* March 18. OnTuef- 
day the 5 th inftant five hundred men 
attacked the He man picquet. guard 
near Brunfwick, drove them in, took 
eleven milch cows, two horfes, and 
brought off fifteen or twenty loads of 
hay, which thofe mercenaries had 
flacked up within their lines. After 
the Heffians ran, a j&umber of the 
light horfe came out, drew their 
fwords, and cut a few capers, but 
did not choofe to difturb our men, 
whom they faw very leifurely take 
away the hay. 

ExtraQ of a later from Morris-Tvwn, 
March IO. 
** General Maxwell attacked the 
enemy on Saturday laft, near Quibble, 
or Squabble-Town, as they were pe- 
netrating into the country for pro- 
vender, moft kinds of which are much 
wanted among them. We had three 
men ilightly wounded, none killed or 
taken. The enemy left four dead on 
the field, and carried off numbers, as 
. ufual, which, by accounts from the 
prifoners, were twenty, and numbers 
Wounded. Their.rear was fo clofely 
purfued, that they left one waggon 
behind ; the fhree prifoners taken are 
juil arrived, and fay, the 4zd, or 



Highland Watch, fuftered greatry in 
the action. 

" Yefterday Major Butler, wbofe 
ftation is near this, town, had a brum 
with the enemy, drove in their picqoet 
guard, took four ilain off the field, 
and feven horfes. The exprefs waits, 
or would be more particular." 
ExtraSt of a letter from a Gentleman 

at the Camp at Momt-Ttrum, 

May 16, 1777. 

" Our army has been fo fmall, and 
the polls we have to defend are fo 
many* that we could not carry on 
thofe ofFenfive operations againft the 
enemy which every good man wifhe» 
for ; but our army now increafes raft, 
and I truft, by the blefling of Heaven, 
we fhall give the Tyrant Murderers 
a knock before very long. Our 
troops have frequent fkirmiuies with 
them, and generally drive them. La$ 
week a party from General Maxwell's 
divifion attacked the enem^, and 
killed a Scotch Major and 40 or 50 
Highlanders ; alfo a party from Ge- 
neral Lincoln's divifion attacked them 
and killed a number. The enemy 
keep very clofe in their lines. A 
number of Tory traitors have been 
hanged in thefe States fouthward of 
New-England." 

Extracts from the federal American 
Papers, 
Fijb-Kifl, May 2a. 
Extras ef a Utter from Morrit-To<wn t 
May 18, 1777. 
" Laft week we had a fmart en- 
gagement with the enemy, near Pif- 
cataway, we drove them in, and 
killed fome, when immediately they 
were reinforced, and advanced a fe- 
cond time, but were again repulfed. 
In the two actions,- we killed, wound- 
ed and took prifoners, one hundred $ 
our lofs was about twenty-five. Three 
deferters came over to us the next day, 
and all fay the above account is what 
they loft." 

Hartford, April 21. The Hon. 

the 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 222 ) 



the Continental Con^rcfs, have pro- 
moted Co ! . Learned, of the 

Maffachufett'sBay, CoL George Clin- 
ton/ of New-York, Col. Edward 
Hand of Fteimfylvnnia, and Col. 
Scott of Virginia, tto the rank bf Bri- 
gadiers General. 

Providence, April 19. On Wed- 
nefday laft CoL Jackfon's Indepen- 
dent Company, belonging to Bofton, 
arrived here from thence. They were 
<h*efFed.m neat uniforms, and made a 
rery martial appearance. 

A gentleman from the Weftward 
informs, that the enemy at New- York 
continue to treat the American pri- 
foners with great barbarity. Their 
allowance to each man for three days 
is lib of beef, 3 worm-eaten mufty 
iiifcuits, and a quart of fait water; 
the meat they are obliged to eat raw, 
a? they have not the fmalleft allowance 
of fuel. Owing to this more than 
favage cruelty, the prifoners die fait, 
and in the fmall fpace of three weeks 
"(during die winter) no Iefs than 700 
brave men perifhed.— Nothing fhort 
of Retaliation will compel thefe 
Britifh barbarians to refpett the law 
©f nations. 

New-Haven, May 7. Friday laft 
cied at Danbury, of the wound he 
received on the 26th ult. that brave 
and experienced foldier, the Hon. 
Major. General David Wooster, 
of this tdwe. 

. Laft Monday, Daniel Grifvvould, 
a traitor andipy, was executed in pur- 
suance cf the fentence of a general 
'Court martial. 

Charles -Town ($. CJ April 9. 
We have the pleafurc to inform our 
leaders, that the levies for the Conti- 
nental army, which no'longer confifts 
cf militia, occasionally called out, 
i^d difmilTed at certain fhert periods, 
but of men who engage to ferve to the 
end of the prefent conteft, hive been 
• ' mad? with amazing rapidity ; that it 
is now apply provided (which was far 
•from'beh^ the Cale laft year) 'with 
tioathing,"gocd arms and ammuni- 



tion, light brafs field-pieces, and al- 
moft every other requifite^: and that, 
the foldiery have fuch confidence in, 
and fo great an affection for General 
Wafhington, that it is the common 
opinion, " He was born fbrthefal- 
vation of America," fo that, it is not 
unlikely, the prefent year's campaign 
may be opened in May, and that the 
ftrength and courage of both parties 
fairly tried before the enfuing winter. 
Philadelphia, April 16. The Ho- 
nourable the Congrefs have ordered a 
monument to be erefted in Bofton, in 
honour of Major General Warren ; 
and another in Virginia, in honour of 
Brigadier General Mercer, as a tef- 
timony of their illuftrious virtues, and 
of the gratitude of their country. 
They have likewife ordered the eldeft 
fon of the former of thofe gentleman, 
and the youngeft fon of the latter, to 
be educated at the expence of the 
United States. 

v Hartford, May 12. 
Extraft of a letter from "Fijh~Kill % 
dated May 8, 1777. 
" By the Albany poft I ani inform- 
ed as follows : w Seven ftores of the 
enemy are bonfbmed by fire at St. 
John*s ? in which were the rigging of 
their veffels. — News very favourable 
from the Northward, but cannot now 
btf made public." 

The notorious Richard Steel, alias 
Williams, who is univerfally known 
in this State, and' who broke out of 
Newgate about three years fmce, has 
lately made his appearance at^ the 
Eaftward, cloathed with a commiffion 
from General Howe. He was laft 
week taken up and committed to the 
gaol at Bolton. He was three times 
tried for his life for burglary in this 
Colony. — Is this the alternative, Oh, 
Howe ! to be reduced to the neceffity 
of recruiting your abandoned army 
by fuch gallows marked inftrumenu 
as the above. 

Monday, 20th ult. two foldiers 

were mot at Peek's-Kill for defertion, 

Laft evening, 15 of the enemy's 

fhips 
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mips pafled to this place, {landing to 
the Eaftward. 

New-London, Mayg. A privateer 
from a neighbouring port has, in the 
courfe Of a few days, taken two Hoops 
and one fchooner,. faid to be of con- 
siderable, value. A, letter,* wrote in 
New- York (/aid to be by an officer) 
was found onboard the fchooner, di- 
rected to a perfdn at Newport, which 
Fays they loft 100 men iu the Dan- 
ebury aJFair. The fame letter adds, 
that the Heflians are a fet of d — d 
poltroons, and that he (the writer) 
had much rather have dealings with 
the rebels than with them. 

About joo of the enemy's horfes, 
and a number of waggons, were left 
by them on the more, when they 
embarked after their expedition to 
Danbury. 

Bafion^ Afril 28. Sunday laft ar- 
rived a French fhip of 20 guns from 
Bourdeaux, laden with dry goods, 
hard-ware, wine, &c. &c. &c. Alfo 
a State floop from Martinico, with 
powder, arms, fait, &c. 

Our laft advices from Philadelphia, 
and from the beft authority aflure us, 
that agreeable profpefts of trade are 
opening with foreign powers ; and a 
veflel lately arrived from Sweden with 
powder, flints, lead, fulphur, &c. &c. 
and that the States were now able to 
negotiate loans abroad — that Britain 
cannot procure any great reinforce- 
ment for her army here, without in- 
volving herfelf in a French and Spa- 
nifh war, and that her credit in Hol- 
land is very low — That we have now 
arms and military ftores in abun- 
dance ; Quarter-matters, and Com- 
miAkries ftores in plenty j a conflder- 
able quantity of blankets, and cloatli- 
ing ; and what is a capital article 
indeed, tents of the beft quality, fuf- 
£cient to cover thirty tkoufand men, 
ExtraB of a letter from Morris*To<wij, 
Aprtl 28. 

«* On Tuefday the 2 2d inft. at 
night, a party of our men, under the 
command of Capt. Combe, went 



within the enemy's lines, and teofc 
two centincls, from whom he extorted 
the counterfign. He then went to 
attack the pkquet £uard, but one of 
his men deterring, the enemy were 
informed of his intention, ami, hav- 
ing prepared themfeJvcs, gave our 
people a very warm receptipn. But 
Combe r who is not to be furpri&d by 
trifles, advanced upon them with 
fuch ipirit, that he drove -them ijuo 
the guard-houfe, from \whence they 
fired through the door and .windows. 
However, Combe ordered his men 
before the door, which u t]}gy,inftantly 
obeyed, and ruihed upon fjie .encJnjr 
with charged bayonets, who received 
us in the fame .manner, . but.were.fooa 
obliged to call for quarter, upon 
which they were all taken prifoners r 
The picquet guard cpnfifted of tw^- 
fubalterns and thirty men; both the 
officers a nd 14. men were killed, and 
16 were brought in prifoners. In th<? 
attack Combe was wounded in die 
foot, and both his fubalterns in the; 
body, but are like to do well. , It is 
very remarkable he had not a man, in j 
the whole aJlion killed and only' three 
wounded, none of them mortal." 
Extracl of a letter from a Genthmau 
in Convenient y dot*: J May 2 4 , 1777. 

" A ihip is arrived at Chefapeak 
Bay, with 10,000 ftar.d of arms, and 
a, large quantity of cloathing made up. 
From the enemy's motions, they more 
probably intend to the Southward, 
than up the river. At Albany are 
three or four hundred Indians of the 
Six Nations, fome from every tribe, 
even the Senecas, and fome from 
Cagnawaga; all of them aflure their 
friendly difpofltions and intentions to- 
wards the United States. 

", The fleet of 27 fail, principally 
large, fhips, from' Newport, are pafled 
up Sound ycfterday and day before." 

Major Andrew Brown is appointed 
Deputy Mufter-Maftcr for the£aftern 
department of the army of the United 
States of America. 

Tuefday laft 17 (hips, 7 fchecners, 

ana 
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and two (loops, with a number of without exception, behaved with the 



troops on board, left Rhode-Ifland, 
and went up the Sound, where it is 
faid by a deferter, they were to be 
joined by others from Long-Ifland, 
when, it was conjectured, they were 
going to make another attack upon 
lome part of Connecticut. 

Hartford y May 26. ( 
ExtracJ of a letter from Brigadier 
General Parfons, to his honour Go- 
vernor Trumbull, dated Ne<ivha-ven 9 
May 25, 1777. 

*' I fincerely congratulate your ho- 
nour on the fuccefs of our arms on 
Long-Ifland. Colonel Meigs left 
Sachem's Head on Friday, at one 
o'clock in the afternoon, with a de- 
tachment of 1 60 men, officers in- 
cluded, and landed within three miles 
°^ Sagg Harbour, at about one the 
night following ; and having made 
' the proper difpofitions for attacking 
the enemy in five different places, 
proceeded with the greateft order and 
nlence till within twenty rods of the 
: enemy, when they ruftied on with 
fixed bayonets upon the different bar- 
racks, guards, and quarters of the 
enemy ; whilft Captain Throop, with 
a party under his command, at the 
feme time took pofleflion of the wharfs 
and vefTels lying there. The alarm 
foon became general, and an inceftant 
fire of grape and round fhot was kept 
up from an armed fchooiier of 1 2 guns, 
which lay within J50 yards of the 
wharfs, for near an hour; notwith- 
standing which, the party burnt all 
the vefTels at the wharf, killed and 
.captivated all the men belonging to 
them, deftroyed about 100 tons of 
hay, large quantities of grain, ten 
hogfheads of rum, and other Weft- 
India goods, and fecured all the 
foldier5 who were there ftationed. 
The prifoners are about 90 in num- 
ber, among which are, one Captain, 
two CommifTaries, Mr. Chew and 
Mr. Bell. 

" I have the fatisfaction to be in- 
formed, that the officers and men, 



greateft order and bravery, and had 
not a man either killed or wounded 
on our fide." 

Philadelphia^ June 4. 

Extracl of a letter from his Excellency 

General Wajhington to Coxgrefs, 

dated Head-Quarters , Middle Brook 

Camp, yjlMay, 1777.' 

" : » I have the pleafure to 

communicate a very agreeable piece 

of intelligence, which I received from 

General Parfbns, of the deftruction 

of twelve of the enemy's vefTels in 

Sagg Harbour, upon the Eaft end of 

I^eng-Ifland. I give you this letter 

at length, which I think reflects high 

honour upon the conduct and bravery 

or Colonel Meigs, his officers and 

m*n." 

New Haven, May 25 , 1777. 
" Dear General, 
" Having received information 
that the enemy were collecting forage, 
horfes, &c. on the Eaft end of Long- 
Ifland, I ordered a detachment from 
the feveral regiments then at this 
place, confifting of \ Major, 4 Cap- 
tains, viz. Tfrroop, Pond, Mans r 
field, and Savage, 9 fubalterns, and 
220 non-comimffioned officers and 
privates, under the command of 
Lieut. Col. Meigs, to attack their 
different pofts on that part of the 
ifland, deftroy the forage, &c. which 
they had collected. Qol. Meigs em- 
barked his men here in 13 whale- 
boats the 2 1 ft inftant, and proceeded 
to Guildford ; but the wind proving 
high, and the fea rough, could not 
pafs the Sound until Friday the 2 3d : 
he left Guildford atone o'clock in the 
afternoon of the 23d, with 170 of 
his detachment, under convoy of two 
armed floops, and in company with 
another unarmed (to bring off pri- 
foners.) acrofs the Sound to the North 
branch of the ifland near Southhbfd, 
where he arrived about fix o'clock in 
the evening. The enemy's troops on 
this branch of the ifland Jad marched 
from New- York A two ' days before ; 

but 
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but about 6b of the enemy remaining 
at a place called Sagg Harbour, near 
15 niles diftant on the South branch 
of the ifland, he ordered the whale- 
boats, with a& many men as could be 
tranfported, acfofs the bay, over land 
to tkc bay, where they re-embarked 
to the number of 1 30, and at about 
12 o'clock arrived fafe acrofs the bay, 
within- about four miles of the har- 
bour ; where having fecured the boats 
in the wrood, under the care of a 
a guard, Col. Meigs formed his little 
remaining detachment in proper order 
for attacking the different pofts and 
quarters of the enemy, and fecuring 
the veiJels and forage at the fame time, 
They marched in the greateft order 
and filence, and at two o'clock ar- 
rived at the harbour. The feveral 
divifions, whh fixed, bayonets, at- 
tacked the guards and poft ailigned 
them ; whllit Capt. Throop, with 
the detachment under his command, 
fecured the ve/Tels and forage lying at 
the wharf. The alarm foon became 
general, when an armed fchooner of 
12 guns and 70 men, lying withm 
150 yards of the wharf, began a fire 
upon our troops (which continued 
.without ceflation for about three 
quarters of an hour) with grape and 
round toot; but the troops, with the 
greateft intrepidity, returned the fire 
upon the fchooner, and fet fire to the 
veffels and forage, and killed and cap- 
tivated all the foldiers and failors* 
except about fix, who made their 
efcape under cover of the night. 

" Twelve brigs andfloops (one an 
armed vcfiel with 12 guns) about 120 
tons of -preffed hay, oats, corn, *nd 
other forage, jo hogiheadV of rum, 
and a large* quantity of other mer- 
chandize, were entirety coafumed. It 
gives ne great fetisfaftion to hear the 
officers and foldiers, without excep- 
tion, behaved with the greateft bra- 
very, o*der, and intrepidity. Co- 
lonel Meigs having fimihed the hu- 
fineii wt which he was fent* returned 
fafe with all his men to Guilford by 



two o'clock P. M. yefterday> with 
go prifoncrs, having in 25 hours, by 
land and water, tranfported jxis men 
full 90 miles, and fuceeeded in his. 
attempt beyond my moll fangu&xe 
expectations, without having a angle 
man killed or wounded. It gives, me. 
fmgular pleafure to hear no difpofition 
appeared in any one foldicr to plunder 
the inhabitants, or violate private pro- 
perty, in the fmalleft degree ; and 
that, even the cloathing* and other 
articles, belonging to the prifoners, 
the foldiers, with a generofity (not 
learned from Britifh troops) nave f 
with great chearfulnefs! reftored to 
them where they have fallen intp 
their hands. 

** Major Humphry, who waits on 
your Excellency with the account, 
was in the action with Colonel Meigs, 
and will be able to give any .further 
information. A lift of the prifoncrs 
is inclofed. I am your Excellency's^ 
M.oft obedient humble fervant, 
Sam«,H. Parsons." 
His Excellency General Wajbington* x 
A lift of prifofHri taken at tbe.Eaft 

end of Long^I/Jend* by Colonel 

Meigs. 

t Captain, ,» ■ ■ Raymond. . 

2 Commifiaries, Chew and Bell^ 
10 Mafters of veflels. 

3 Serjeants* 
I Corporal. 

4.5 Privates* , 

27 £eamen. . k 

I Soldier fick* whofc parole w/Q* 
taken* 

90 Prisoners. 
6 Killed. 

9* , 

Publijbed by order of Congrefs, 

Charles Thomsok, Soc, 
June 2, 1777. 

1 " ( ■ ' ■ ■ , ■ 

Pbiladelpbia, June 4. We hqar 

the enemy at Brunfwicjc have ■ been 

lately reinforced with three brigade* 

from Rhode-Ifland and New-York. 

F f On 
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On Wednesday laft the Hon. Ma- 
jor General Schuyler left this city, to 
repair to his command in the Nor- 
thern department. ' The Prefident 
and feveral members of Congrefs ac- 
companied him fome miles out of 
town. 

From New- York we are informed, 
that the HefGans continue very fickly 
and die fait. That thofe perfons 
who are friends to American Inde- 
pendence, are feverely treated, efpe- 
cially by the renegado Americans 
(alias Tories) — That the French- 
men, taken at fea, in French or 
American veflels, are treated with 
great cruelty ; and that they now fell 
the cargoes of the French veflels here- 
tofore taken. 

We can with plcafure inform our 
readers, that General Washington has 
now received fuch fupplies of men, 
&c. that he has moved his head- 

3uarters from Morris-Town to Mid- 
le-Brook, on the eaft fide of the 
Rariton, within feven miles and a 
half of Brunfwick, where his army 
{which is not comjwfed of foldiers 
whofe times are continually expiring, 
but of thofe inlifted for the war) are 
now encamped, and make a mow that 
muft pleafe every perfon who is not a 
Tory. 

From our ports, near Middle- 
Brook, we are able to fee and watch 
the movements of the enemy, who are 
encamped on Brunfwick hills, the 
Weft fide of Rariton. 

Wtlliamjburgh, May 30, 1 7 77. 

Forty of the Cherokee nation are 
now here on a negotiation of peace, 
which it is hoped will be lafting, and 
to requeft a boundary line may be 
drawn, to prevent encroachments on 
their lands. They have had an au- 
dience, and it is expefted a compact 
will be fettled with them in a few 
days. Among them are Oconoftoto, 
the Little Carpenter, the Pigeon, and 
other headmen and warriors. After 
the talk was concluded, they favoured 
the public with a dance on the green 



in front of the palace, where a con- 
fiderable number of fpectators, both 
male and female, were agreeably en- 
tertained. 

The capes are now blocked up by 
the Phcenix, Capt. Parker, the Se- 
negal, the Raleigh armed brig of 1 z 
guns, and a floop of io. They are 
k> fituated, that it is impoffible for 
veflels bound in or out to efcape them. 
Capt. Parker has determined not to 
fend or receive any more flags. 

Wednefday Thomas Davis- (late 
Adjutant Davis) and fix other Tories 
and traitors, mounted in a waggon, 
under a proper guard, making a vtry 
decent appearance, patted down the 
ftreet on their way to the public gaol, 
from Alexandria, where they are to 
remain for trial. 

Albany (Provintg e/> New-Yor&J 
May 26, 1777* 

About 300 Indians, of -the different 
tribes of the Six Nations, are now in 
town holding a conference with the 
Commiftloners. They have j oil opened 
the treaty ; therefore we cannot give 
a particular detail of their buftnefs. 
But this, from what we can learn, is 
their determined refolution, to main- 
tain afiriS neutrality — all *we <want. 

The week before lail Captain R00& 
and his Lieutenant, two noted To- 
ries, lately taken in arms as they were 
marching towards the enemy, were 
hanged at Efopus (in this State) as a 
fuitsble reward for their treafonable 
practices. 

They had deluded a number of 
other poor wretches (who were taken 
along with them, and are now in 
confinement) to go with them to New- 
York, afiuringtnem, that when tney 
had Ihewn themielve* there, they 
would be fuffered to return imme- 
diately to their farms ; that in a fort- 
night General Howe and army would 
penetrate Ulfter county, and reward 
their loyalty, by giving them pofief- 
fion of their Whig neighbours farms. 

Williamfiurg, May 50. Yefterday, 
by joint ballot of both Houles of Af- 

fembly, 
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fembly, his Excellency Patrick Henry, 
Efq. was unanimoufly re-elected Go- 
vernor of this Commonwealth, as was 
Edmund Ralph, Efq. to be Attorney- 
General. 

The following Gentlemen were 
alio chofen of the Hon. Council of 
this State, viz. John Page, Dudley 
Digges, John Blair, Bartholomew 
Danoridge, Thomas Walker, Na- 
thaniel Harrifon, David Jamefon, 
and Thomas Nelfon, jun. Efquires. 

Charles-Town, June 23. On Tuef- 
day laft Capt Richard Wells, as Prize 
Mailer, brought into fafe port, die 
Induftry, from Jamaica, taken on 
the 8th of May, by the privateer 
floop St. Louis, of Georgia, com- 
manded by Captain Samuel Spencer. 

Capt. Wells put into the Havanna 
on the 6th inftant, where he met with 
a moft hofpttahle reception, and was 
readily fupplied with every thing he 
wanted. Captain Surton, in a letter 
of marque brig, belonging to Phila- 
delphia, put into the fame port on the 
7 th, and Captain Spencer on the 
8th, who both met with the like re- 
ception and treatment. 

About three weeks fince, a French 
General Officer went from Cape Fran- 
cois in a 36 gun f igate, to claim re- 
ftitution, or remonitrate on the illegal 
capture of feveral French veflels — 
Admiral Gayton having ordered a 
former veflel fent on that errand to 
depart immediately on pain of being 
funk. 

The French veflel, from which a 
number of officers were landed laft 
Monday, has fince arrived in a fafe 
port. She is arrived from Bourdeaux, 
and left it the 20th of March. On 
the 20th of that month, a veflel ar- 
rived there with difpatches from Con- 
grefs, to the Hon. Dr. Franklin, and 
other Agents of the United States, 
refldent in France. 

On Wednefday laft, a number of 
ufeful brafs ordnance, with their ap- 
purtenances, a large quantity of gun- 
powder, &c were received here. 



There was a miftakein the account 
inferted in our laft, of officers landed 
from a French fnow, to enter into the 
Continental fervice : the Marquis de 
Montcalm is not among them ; but 
there are the Marquis de la Fayette, 
3aron de Kalb, and the Vifcount "de 
Mauroiy, all Major Generals, an en- 
gineer, and eleven other officers of in- 
ferior rank. [Carolina Gazette. 

Providence, May 1 o. We learn 
that two floops were taken a few days 
flnceinthe feaftern Sound, and car- 
ried into a fafe harbour in Connecti- 
cut. They were bound from New- 
York to Newport, laden with flour, 
dry goods, Sec, A certain John 
Freebody, of the refpeftable order of 
Newport Tories, was taken in one of 
the above floops ; alfo (which will be 
judged more valuable) a large fum of 
money, {aid to be about 20,000 dol-* 
lars. 

Bofion, May n. The laft accounts 
from New-York are, that the enemy 
appeared to be in motion, but their 
defHnation a profound fecret. It is 
iuppofed Philadelphia and* Bofton ar« 
at leaft on their guard, efpecially the 
latter, where it is apprehended the 
Tories now refiding will be taken 
proper care of. 

Extrag of a letter, dated Middhton, 
May 3. 

" Laft Monday I fet out for New- 
Haven with the militia, on the new9 
of the enemy's going to Danbury to 
deftroy the ftores we had there. The 
following is a eppy of the Quarter- 
master's return to Gen. Arnold, of 
what ftores were deftroyed, viz. 1700 
barrels pork, 50 of beef, 7 hogfheads 
rum, 1 1 tierces claret, 3 quarter cafks 
Madeira wine, 12 to 1700 bufhels 
wheat, rye and corn, 12 co|i rope, a 
fmall quantity coal, and fmiths tools, 
10 waggons, 1600 tents, not good for 
much." 

P. S. Since the Iet«r was inclofed, 
I have received the following account j 
6z regulars taken up dead, which our 
people buried, 100 and upwards were 

F-f % killed. 
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killed, which we took up fcattered 
about the road, three houfes were 
burnt, in which were found a number 
of human bones, fnppofed to be re- 
gulars to/Ted in, that our people might 
not know what was killed. Between 
Jo and 40 of our people were killed, 
and 70 or 80 wounded. The enemy, 
cdnMing of about three or four thou- 
fand men, were attacked by 500 
men only. Gen. Arnold's horfe was 
fliot under him. The General, after 
Jbeing difmounted, killed the foldier 
who (hot his horfe. 

Bofon, May 15. A Continental 
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had 6 killed, many wounded, and 
upwards of co taken prifoners. 
* Boftorty May 27. On Thurfday laft 
very favourable accounts' were received 
from the Creek Nation of Indians— ~ 
a nation that has been long and afli- 
duoufly tampered with, and ftirrcd 
up, by Britifh agents, to- commit 
thofe barbarities upon us which the 
Englifh nation formerly could not even 
bear to hear of without being ftrucfc 
with horror. 

Providence, May 3. A few days, 
ago a Serjeant, belonging to the Bri- 
tifh forces on Rhode-Ifland, deferted 



frigate is arrived at St. Pierre's, Mar- from thence, and arrived here. Aft 

Enfign of the 43d regiment,, was 
taken prifoner at the fame time. 

On Tuefday laft three foldiers be- 
longing to the Continental army, viz. 
Robert Key, Peter Nagle, and Richard 
Querry, under fentence of death for 
attempting to defert to the enemy, 



tinico. 

Twelve Tories are condemned to 
the gallows, by the convention of the 
•State of New- York, feveral more are 
confined, and it is thought will have 
the fame falutary medicine. 

Bofton, May 19. Laft week arrived 



at a fafe port, a prize fhip, taken by were conducted from hence under 
a privateer commanded by Captain guard, to Coventry, where, on Wed* 



Wigglefworth. She was bound from 
London to' the Weft-Indies, has 
<argo of dry goods, &c. to a very large 
amount, one invoice amounts to 
'4600I. fterling. 

A gentleman arrived in town yef- 
terday from Albany, informs, that 
Genl Gates's army at Ticonderoga 
confifts of between five and 6000 
troops, who are all in health and high 
Tpirits ; that'the Canadians were di£ 
affected with the Britifh troops, and 
burnt moji of their Ji ores at St Johns. 

Bofton y May 22. We have the plea- 
sure to inform our readers, that the 



nefday, the firft mentioned perfpn, 
a was fhot. He appeared to be truly 
fenfible of the enormity of his crime, 
and hoped that the ignominious death 
he was about to fufter, would prevent 
others from deferring. Nagle and 
Querry were reprieved. 

Philadelphia^ May 3. By advices 
this day from Eaft Jedtes, we learn 
that the enemy are abandoning Brunf- 
wick, hav;ng fent fome of their can- 
non and ftores to Sfaten-Ifknd ; and 
that Cortland Skinner had fent all his 
furniture from Amboy to New- York. 
Sicfenefs amongft the HefTian foldiers, 



Honourable Major General Gates fent - and the e*ceflive fatigue of the I^ri- 
a fmall party of his troops to difperfe tifh, is faid to be the occafiori of this 
a large body of thofe troublefome ver- manoeuvre ; however that may be, 
min, cr'led Tories, who had collected we have another inftance of Howe's 
themfeif es in an advantageous part of declining a general engagement with 
the country, in Albany county, in Wafhington. ; ' 



order, as is imagined, to oppofe a 
few of the free Sons of Columbia, 
who, as they foolifhly thought, were 
obliged to pafs that way, to a certain 
quarter, when a fkirmifh enfued, in 
Which the abject wretches (the Tories) 



Extract of a letter from Gen. Wajh* 
ington 9 to Qongrefs, dattd May 5, 
1777. '' 

« « By Major Throop, one of General 

Gates's Aids de Camp, 'and who left 

Albany on Tueftiay* laft, I am in- 

■ '-..» - formed, 
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formed, the acconnts of Gen, 
ton's approach towards Ticonderoga 
were premature. He fays General 
Gates received a letter before he came 
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Carle- difpatched from Nantz to New-Eng^ 
land the beginning of February, fofely 
landed her cargo, of arms, ammuni- 
tion, and cloathing, at Portfmouth im 



mouth the ^th of June, and arrived at 
Nantz, the beginning of July J\ 

The Amphitrite-, another large 
French fhip, after a paflage of 90 
days, of which time fhe was a month 
beating about the coaft of America, 
without feeing any of the enemy** 
cruizers, arrived the 20th of April at 
Portfmouth in New Hampfhire. The 
Amphitrite affords a moil encouraging 
and important fupply of arms, &c 
to the Americans. Her cargo confiib 
of 

v 60 pieces ofbrafs artillery, with 
carriages, and every other necef- 
fary compleat. 
10 tons of gunpowder, 
10,000 mufkets and bayonets. 
Tents and camp equipage for 



away from ferigadier Gen. Wayne, of New Hampshire. [She left Portf 

the 24th ult. in which he mentioned —• " L **>* "L«f<?„~* «-a „„;<*,, J ^ 

nothing of it. That three thoufand 

troops had arrived there all in high 

lpirits and health, except nine ; and 

that that poft could never be carried 

without the lofs of much blood." % 
The Honourable the Congrefs have 

promoted Brigadier General Arnold, 

to the rank of Major General. 

Philadelphia, May 14. Vefterday 

arrived the brig Sally, Capt. Stocker, 

•ineleven weeks upon Nantz in France, 

with ten thoufand ftands of fm^Jl 

^ms, and a large number of gun 

locks. 

Bofton, April 3. General Sir Wil- 

;liam Howe (vain man !) on the 1 5th 

.ult. iflued another infidious Proclama- 
tion lengthening out the day of grate 
to the rebellious Americans, &c. for 
fix weeks longer. 

■ Brigadier General de Coudray, an 

.engineer of reputation in die French 

-army, and .a Major General in the 
American army . are arrived here 
from St. Domingo, in a fhip laden 
with cloathing, arms, ammunition, 

':. &c. and immediately, in company 

.pidi feveral other French officers (who 

, were paiTengers in the fame ve/fel) 
proceeded to General Wafhington's 
camp in New jerfey. 

Bofton, May. 29; On the 5th of 

.May, five large vefTels arrived at 
pharles-Town, South-Carolina* from 

. France, laden with all forts of cloath- 
ing, arms, and ammunition. 

The Randolph, an American fri- 
gate of 3 2 guns, and fix large priva- 
teer brigantines, were the middle of 
May cruizing on the coail' of Carolina 
for the protection of its trade. A very 
confiderable and uninterrupted com- 
merce had been carried on for many 
months from the, feveral ports of 
South and North Carolina. 

- ; The Mercury, a large f rench ihip 



1 c, 000 men.* 

Ana a very large quantity of blan- 
kets, lead, ball, &c. 

Twenty-four experienced French 
offices of the Train, and Colonel Con- 
way (from the French fervice) came 
paflengers in the Amphitrite. 

Bofton, May 31. Laft Tuefday 
fe'ennight, 18 (hips, z fchooners and 
floops, having on board, it is {aid, 
2000 troops, left Rhode-Ifland, and 
flood up the Sound. Next day they 
were feen pafling Montauk, Handing 
to the Southward. 

Laft Sunday fe'ennight, a large 
number of men of war and traniports, 
with a number of flat-bottom boats, 
were feen off Huntingdon and Oyfter- 
Bay. In the afternoon they went into 
Huntingdon, to anchor. On Tuef- 
day foffowing three bosyts left the 
above fleet, and ftood ofr Wefteriy 
more. From which movements, it 
is conjectured, they intend making 
another attack upon fome, part of Con- 
necticut. 

' An intercepted letter from a Tory 
at New-York, to his wife in die Jer- 
' " fies, 
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fies, fays, ** You muft not 'expert to 
fee me this fummer, as tne plan of 
going to Philadelphia is laid aiide for 
this campaign." 

The Congrefs have promoted Col. 
Jedidiah Huntingdon, and Col. Jo- 
feph Reed to the rank of Brigadiers 
General in the Continental army. 

Alfo Thomas Conway, Efq. Knight 
©f the order of St. Louis and Colonel 
in the Irifh brigades, in the fervice of 
the King of France, is appointed to 
the fame rank. 

A perfon was lately executed at 
Philadelphia, for attempting to feduce 
from their duty, three of the Chevaux 
de Frize Pilots. They got fifty half 
Johannes from him, before they 
lodged an information againft him. 
It is alledged, that he was employed 
in this bufinefs by Mr. Galloway, for- 
merly Speaker of the AfTembly of 
Pennsylvania, 

■Whitehall, July 12, 1777. 
ExtraQ of a letter from General Sir 
W/lliam Hoove to Lord George Ger- 
main, dated £,t New-York, the $d of 
June, 1777- 

YOUR Lordftup's numbers 3, 4, 
and c, of the 3d of March, and No. 
6, of the 5th following, Ihad the ho- 
nour to receive by Major Balfour on 
the arrival of his Majefty's fhip Au- 
gufta the 8 th of May, the duplicates 
of which have fince arrived by the 
Sandwich packet. The earliefl op- 
portunity was taken of fignifying his 
MajeftyYmoft gracious approbation 
of the behaviour of the officers, whofe 
names are particularized by your 
Lordfhip. 

The arrival of the camp equipage 
on the 24-th of May, both for the ar- 
my and provincials, has relieved me 
from much anxiety, being articles 
greatly wanted for the opening of 
the campaign, which will now im- 
mediately take place in Jerfey, where 
the enemy's principal flrength ftill 
remains ; and I fhall proceed, as oc- 
currences may arife, according to the 



plan made known to yoar Ldrdttup 
in my former difpatches. 

The remount horfes for the 16th 
and 1 7 th dragoonsare arrived in good 
order, with the lofs of ten horfes on 
the paffage. The officers of the 
guards and Britifh recruits alfo arri- 
ved on the 24th of May the Anfpach 
troops, 432 German recruits, and 51 
German chafleurs, on the 3d initant, 
convoyed by the Somerfet. Thefe 
troops appear to be in very good 
health, and have difembarked upon 
Staten Ifland to refrefh* for a Ihort 
time. 

I have the pfeafure to inform your 
Lqrdmip of the arrival of Major Ge- 
neral Gray in the Somerfet. 

Major Dixon, of the corps of en- 
gineers, who has his Majefty's leave 
to return to Britain, will have the 
honour of delivering my difpatches 
to your Lordftiip by the Halifax 
packet ; and I prefume upon the ac- 
knowledged abilities of this gentle- 
man, and his thorough knowledge of 
the fituation of the country, to juftiiy 
me in referring your Lordftiip to him, 
for the moft particular as well as ge- 
neral information. 

Admiralty Office, July 10, 1777, 

Extract of a letter from VU$ Admiral 

LordVifcount Howe to Mr, Stephens* 

dated off New York, the %tb of June, 

1777.' 

THE Nonfuch arrived here the 
25th paft, and the Camel and Bute 
the 28th, with all the tranfports ; 
three excepted, of the convoy that 
failed at the fame time from Portf- 
mouth. They had continued under 
the conduct of Capt. Finch of the 
Camelion, iince the 6th of May, the 
Ifis and Swift having been feparated 
on the paffage. Two of the miffing 
tranfports came in a few days before, 
and the third a few days after Captain 
Finch. But the 'ifis and Swift did 
not arrive till the 7th inftant. 

On the 3d initant Captain Ourry 

arrived in the Somerfet, with the 

tranfportt 
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tranfports he had in charge ; but the 
Mercury parted company the third 
day after they .left the Britifh coaft. 
The troops by both thefe convoys 
are in good health* 

Capt. Mafon arrived here on the 
7 thinftant in the Difpatch with the 
Springfield and two more tranfports, 
part of the convoy that failed from 
England under the charge of Capt. 
Onflow. As the feparation hap- 
pened when they were not more than 
iro leagues from this port, the ar- 
rival of the St. Albans, with the reft 
or the tranfports, may be daily ex- 
pected. , , ,. • 
As there was reafon to believe it 
might be foon requifite to embark a 
confxderable part of the army, timely 
preparation has been made for that 

*purP ofe : and ** my attendanc r e 
would be neceflary with the tranf- 
ports in confequence, I have recalled 
Commodore Hotham from the Dela- 
ware to direft the naval operations^ 
and carry on die current fervice of 
the port. r 

Sir George Collier, who com- 
mands the detachment of the fqua- 
dron at Halifax, will be attentive to 
afford all poflible proteftion to the 
fifheriesat Canfo and Ifle Madame. 

The following is a lift of vefil* feixed 
as prizes, and of re-captures mad* 
by the American fquadrcn, bet wen 
the \fi of January, I777» and tht 
zzdof May following, acceding to 
the returns received by the vice-fdmi. 
' ralLord Vtf count Howe. 

Prizes taken by the Daphne, 
January 31- Moore, George Col- 
lis, mailer, from Bofton ; in ballaft. 
March 8. Mary, Jofeph Hatch, maf- 
ter, from Bofton ; in ballaft. 9, Juno, 
George Eldridge, matter, from St. 
Euftatia; with fait. 12. Sally, de- 
ferted by the people, from Nantz ; 
with gunpowder, lead, Sec. 14 Ad- 
venture, William Young, mate, 
from St. Croix - t with rum, fait, bales, 
kc* 28. Cronelia and Molly, John 



Lockhart, matter, from Martinique; 
with powder, molafles, and faildoth. 
April 3. Nancy, Jofeph Bennet, 
matter, from St. Euftatia ; with rum, 
fait, and dry goods. Ditto. Ann, 
Charles Bulkley, from Martinique. 
April 5. Bolton, William Stevens, 
matter, from Philadelphia ; . with 
tobacco, flour, bread, lumber, tar, 
and turpentine. 

By >£* Emerald. 
Feb. 12. Two Friends, Thomas 
Cartwright, mafter, from Bofton ; in 
ballaft. 14- Phenix, from St. Tho- 
mas ; with 38 guns and fait. Ditto. 
Betfey, Jofeph Frith, mafter, from 
St. Croix, with fait and powder. 
15. Hope* EphraimBartlett, matter, 
from New England ; with rum, fu- 

5ar and molaffes, Feb. 19. Efther, 
ohn Gordon, matter, from Provi- 
dence in Rhode-Iiland ; with cafks 
and fugacr-* March 3. Edward* 
Samuel Arnold, matter, from Balti- 
more, with bread and flour. 5. Han- 
nah, Lot Price, matter, from New 
England; in ballaft. 8. Judith, 
Mark Burn am, matter, from Vir- 
ginia; with flour. 13. Dolphin, 
Jonathan Clark, matter, from Ma- 
deira ; with wine. 17. Charming 
Nancy, Peter Bufhel, mafter, from 
Philadelphia ; with flour. 19. Two 
Sifters, Renic. Davis, matter, from 
Cape Ann ; in ballaft. 23. Mifflin, 
Henry Marihal, matter, from Ports- 
mouth, New England ; in ballaft. 
Ditto. General Mercer, William 
Lewis, matter from Surinam; with 
molafles, powder and fugar. April 
3. Induftry, John Jaques, matter, 
from Martinique; with fait, medi- 
cines, &c. 4.. Friendfhip, John Gib- 
bons, mafter, from Curacoa ; in bal- 
laft. Ditto. Friendfhip, Nicholas 
Houtvat, mafter, from Virginia; with 
bread, flour and tobacco. 15. Ann, 
Francis Robins, mafter, from Baku 
more; with tobacco, flour and ftaves. 
Ditto. Sufannah, William Horn, 
mafter, from Virginia ; with tobacco 
and flour. zo. Revenge, Henry 
Lawglew, 
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Lawglew, matter, fromGuadaloupe; 
with ram, brady, &c. 

Rec&pture by the Brune. 

Jan. 6. Duntreath, James Creigh- 
toh, mafter, from St. Auguftine ; with 
lumber. 

Prizes by the Brune. • 

Jan. 18. Lovely Moriam, Seth : 
Ewill, mafter, from St. Etiftatia; with 
fait, and bale goods. 20, Farmer* 
Benjamin Datheil, mailer, from Bal- 
timore ; with tobacco, ftaves, &c. 
30. William, Will am Ruflel, maf- 
ter, from Newbury ; with blubbei* 
and fait. Feb. 3, Le Jafon, — Bay- 
onne, mafter, from Martinique ; with 
fait and merchandife. 4. Difpatch, 
Nathaniel Fair, mailer, from Bofton j 
rn ballaft. 9. La Tempete, Jean 
Baptifte, mailer, from Cayenne ; 
with wine, fpirits, canvas, &c. April 
14. Winyaw, Samuel Barlow, maf- 
ter, from Boflon ; in ballaft-. 15. 
Swiftfure, John Monro, mafter, from 
St. Thomas ; with ram and dry 
goods. Ditto. Le Bien Heureux, 
Gafp. Ginrlavi, mailer, from Marti- 
nique ; with wine and dry goods. 
ti. York, from Cape Fear; with 
pitch and tar. 50. Gratitude, Fre- 
derick Lykmes, from Cape Fear ; 
with* turpentine. Ditto. Liberty, 
Abraham Jones, mafter, from Wil- 
mington ; in ballaft. May 6, La 
Marie Francoife, Pafcal Feibon, 
mafter, from Cape Francois ; with 
fait, brandy and rum 

Recdpttcre by the Phoenix. 
Jan. 2. Ranger, James Renown, 
mafter, from St. Croix. 

Prizes by Ditto. 
Jan. 8. Fly James Wilfon, mafter, 
from Martinique ; with arms and 
ammunition. 12. Royal George, 
Jere. Burrows, mafter, from Bermu- 
da; with fah. 27. Three Friends, 
Samuel Robins, mafter, from Bofton ; 
with 10 hogfheads of fugar. Ditto. 
Adventure, William Jones, mafter, 
from Hifpaniola; with fait. Feb. 
17. Molly, Uriah Atkins, mafter, 
from Bofton; in ballaft. 18. Alex- 



andria, B&mabas Gardner, mattery 
from Bedford ; with 30 hogiheads of 
fugar. 27. Nancy, Ifaac Taylor, 
mafter, from Senepuxen ; with nine 
hogmeads of tobacco. March 2. 
Ninety-two, Jere* Rogers, mailer, 
from Hifpaniola ; with fait and dry 
goods. '8. Betfey, John Church- 
ward, mafter, from North Carolina; 
with naval (lores. 10. Wolf, Simon 
Elliott, mafter, from St. Thomas y 
With fait, guns and dry goods. April 
13 Olive Branch, Aaron Andrews, 
mafter, from Bofton ; in ballaft. 22; 
Efther, from Dartmouth ; with fugar 
and rum. 23. JJetfey, George Shock- 
ley, mafter, from Dartmouth ; in 
ballaft. 28. Billy and Mary, John 
Burrows, mafter. from , Maryland ; 
with tobacco. May J.Hetty, Fran- 
cis Saltus, mafter, from Charles- 
Town ; with falt> rice, &c. Ditto. 
Two Schooners chaced on more 
about five miles to the fouthward of 
Cape Henry. 9. Les Graces, Jean 
B. Duflaut, mafter, from Port an 
Prince ; with fait, fpirits and molafc 
fes. 19. Unknown, deferted by the 
people ; with rum and fait. 36. A 
privateer often guns* chaced on more' 
to the fouthward of Cape Henry.' 
By the Prefton* 
Jan. 20. Batchelor, William Scon, 
mafter, from St. Euftatia; with nimv 
fait and dry goods, 24. Good In- 
tent, John FinJayfon, mafter, from 
Cape Francois; with rum, fait and 
dry goods. 27. Runfaft, Nem. 
Somes, mafter, from MarWehead ; 
with fait, rum and fugarv Ditto. 
Content, Samuel Gale, mafter* from 
Marblehead ; with fait, rum and fu- 
gar. 3 1 . Molly, — Humphrey, 
mafter, from Elk river ; in ballaft. 
•Feb. 5. Suppofed to be the Rang«r, 
John Sandford, mafter, from Cape 
Francois; with molaftes, rum and 
fait. March 1$. La Rofe, Auguf- 
tin Coufter, mafter > from Philadel- 
phia ; with flour. 1 7. Hanover, 
Uriah Gardner, mafter, from Nan- 
tucket; with molaffes and fogftr. 
29. Polly 
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«9* Polly, William Gallop, matter* 
from Philadelphia ; with flour. 
By the Roebuck* 
Jan. i. Friendihip, Daniel Rhods, 
from Cape Nicholas.; with molafles 
and fugar. 10. Peggy, Alexander 
Thompfon, from Savannah ; with 
rice, indigo and hides. 1 1 . Adven- 
ture, Lawrence SandfordV, mafter, 
from Cape Nicholas ; with powder 
and fail cloth. 13. Rofe, Jofeph 
Collin, mafter, from Hifpaniola ; 
with molafles and wine. April 2. 
Defence, Thomas Pickering, mailer, 
from Charles-town, South Carolina; 
armed for war. 20. Turtle, Natha- 
niel Robinfon, mailer, from Eail 
Cree4c ; with fence rails. 

Prize by the Pearl. 
Jan. 3. A veffel from Cape Fran- 
cois ; with molafles and coffee. 
Recapture by Ditto. 
Jan. 6. Little John, from Miifi- 
fippi ; with lumber and Haves. 
Pri%t$ by the Pearl. 
March 19. Speedwell, John Bry- 
nen, mafter, from Charles-towfi ; 
with rice, &c. 24. Anna-Maria, 
Francis Royland, mailer, from Geor- 
gia ; with rice and indigo. April 6. 
Willing Maid, Roger Pye, mafter, 
from St. Thomas's ; with fait, rum, 
&c. Ditto. Harmony, James Briggs, 
mafter, from Surinam ; with rum 
and fugar. Ditto, Mary, (French) 
from Cape Francois j with rum, fu- 
gar and molafles. March 21. Bat- 
chelorv *- on fufpicion of piracy ; one. 
gun, befides fwiveis and cohorns. 
April 2 1 . A.veflel, name unknown. 
25 p Small Hoop, — Shaw, mafter; 
with Indian corn and wheat. May 
29. Chance, John Verder, mafter, 
from Philadelphia ; with flour and 
bread.— Whaieboat, John M'Kenny, 
mafter, from Lewis, to look out, be- 
ing an advice boat, —A veflel with 
flax and flax-feed. 

By /^Perfeus. 
Jan. 7. Speedwell, John hazard, 
jAafter, from Georgia; with rice, 
indigo anjlikins. 



Recapture hy Ditto. 
Jan. 12. Thomas, Thomas Ni- 
cholfon, mafter, from Jamaica ; with 
logwood, fuftic and mahogany. 
Prizes by Ditto. 
Jan. 25. Adventure, Thomas Ne~ 
veil, mafter, from St. Thomas's ; 
with wine and dry goods. Ditto* ^ 
Union, (French) Jean Collineux, 
mafter, from Martinique ; with bale 
goods. 

Recaptures ly Ditto. 
Feb. 8. MacareI,fromC6rk; with 
provisions for the army. 13. Mar- 
quifs of Rockingham, Ifaac Pdcbck* 
mafter, from Briftol; With dry 
goods. 

Prizes by Ditto. 
Feb. 20. Adventure, William 
Coffin, mafter, from Newberry ; with* 
lumber. March 1. Champion, Jo- 
feph Hafkil, mafter, from Manchef- 
ter; with lumber. April 5. Nep- 
tune, Daniel Van Vorhus, mafter, 
from Philadelphia ; with flour, hoops 
and ftaves. Ditto. Sachem, James 
Robinfon, mafter, from the Coa- 
grefs ; floop on a cruize ; armed for 
war. 

By the Thames. 
April 12. Raven, Charles Jen- 
kins, mafter, from Philadelphia. 24. 
Jemmy, John Lippitt, mafter, from 
>emarrata; with rum and fait. 25 f 
Raleigh privateer, John Barratt, from; 
Virginia. 28. Induftrv, Gabriel 
Sutfd, mafter, from Baltimore ; with 
flour. 

By the Camilla. v 

Feb. 28. Ranger, William Davii, 
mafter, from St. Lucia; in ballaft* 
April 15. A veffel unknown; with 
rum, molafles and fugar. 20. A 
veffel from Cape Nichola ; with mo- 
lafles. 2 ! . Perfect, Etienne Con- 
net, mafter, from Cape Nichola; 
with molafles, 2c. A veffel un- 
known, from South Carolina ; with 
rum and rice. 26. A veffel "un- 
known ; with rum and rice. 
By the Chatham. 
Jan. 14, Lucretia, Jacob Serley, 
G g - mailer* 
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matter, from Bourdeaux ; with fait- 
pctre an4 fulphur. 

By the Orpheus. 
Feb. 1 6. Three Friends, Benja- 
min Clifton, matter, from South Ca- 
rolina j with rice, indigo and dry 
goods. 

By the Amazon. 
Feb. 3. Fortune, Andrew Palmer, 
matter, from St, Thomas's; with 
arms, ammunition and dry goods. 
March 13. A veflel, Samuel Bube, 
matter, from §tonington ; with fait, 
fugar and r um * '4~ Oliver, John 
Bulkley, matter, from St. Thomas's ; 
with fugar and rum. April 7. Trya! f 
Jof. Bafs, matter, from Philadel- 
phia; wich flour, iron, fteel and 
iUrch. 

* By the Juno. 
Feb. to.. * Chance (matter dead) 
from Hifpaniola ; with molafles, cof- 
fee and rum. March 11. Hero, 
James Latham, matter, from New 
London ; with horfes and lumber. 
Ditto. A veflel/ laden with rum and 
molafTes. 

By the Unicorn. 
Jan, I!. Othello, George Dunbar 
Sweet, matter, from Havannah ; in 
ballaft: 15. Savage, ^ath. Atkin, 
matter, from Bofton ; with fugar, rum 
and mahogany. Ditto, Smack, 
John Leighton, matter, from Bofton ; 
with fugar, rum, fifli, &c. 16. Na- 
by, Stephen Atwood, matter, from 
Chatham; in ballaft. 19. William, 
Peter Bon tacon, from New Haven $ 
with flax feed. 

Recapture by Ditto. 
Feb. 14. Thomas, Oliver Read, 
matter, from Liverpool; with pro- 
vifions. 

Prizes by Ditto. 
Feb. 16. Sally, John Sandford, 
matter, from Dyton; with onions, 
potatoes, cheefe and fugar. Mar:h 
4.. Happy Couple, David Lawrence, 
matter, from South Carolina; with 
rice and indigo. 7. Olive, Johial 
Tinker, matter, from Cape Fran- 
yois; with fait and molafles. 14. 



Betfey, Jonathan Tucker, matter, 
from Salem ; with fugar and earthen 
ware. ic. Betfey, John Moody, 
matter, from Bofton ; with oil and 
fugar. May 11. Mariamne, Mark 
Towel, matter, from Virginia ; with 
tobacco and flour. 

By /^rMermaid. 

Jan. 9. Dartmouth, James Little- 
field, matter, from Bofton; with lum- 
ber. April i. ClarifTa, Noah Mil- 
lar, matter, from St Euftatia ; with 
fait* 15. Efcape, Benjamin Weeks, 
matter, from Maryland ; with flour. 
ktcdptrtrt by Ditto. 

April 19. -Experiment, taken by 
the Lyon privateer of Egg Harbour ; 
with coals. 

Prizes by Ditto. 

April 19. Hazard, run aftiore and 
deftrpyed by the above privateeer ; 
laden with oats. Ditto. Lyon pri- 
vateer. 

By the Merlin. 

April 19. Difpatch, R. Collings., 
Harding, matter, from Bofton ; with 
lumber, fugar and oil. 23. Induf- 
try, Jacob Allen, matter, from Win- 
yaw ; with rice and pitch. 25. Pol T 
ly, Alexander Englim, matter, from 
Newberry ; with lumber. , 
By tbt Senegal. 

May 22. General Mercer, R. M. 
Ridiardfon, matter, from Raphan- 
nock ;. with tobacco. 

2?jr/£/Lark. 

April 5. Sophia, Jofeph Caney, 
matter, from Mariegalante ; with 
piece goods, wine and coffee. 17. 
Lady Wafhington, William Prefton, 
matter, from Newberry; in bal- 
laft. 

Recapture by Ditto. 

April 23, Friendfhip, a Quarter- 
mafter from the Emerald floop', maf- 
ter, (being a prize to the faid fhip, 
and retaken by the Rebels) from Vir- 
ginia ; with tobacco and flour. 
Prizes by the Diamond. 

Ditto. Succefs, John Langden, 
matter, from Salem; with ftigar. 

Prize* 
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Prizes By the Diamond and Greyhound. 

April 5. Polly, Charles Colehan, 
mailer, from St. Euftatia ; with mo- 
lafles, fait, coftee and cordage, 12. 
Timoleon, Jofeph Blaid, mailer, 
from Bourdeaux ; with lead and bale 
goods. 18. Polly, from St. Lucia ; 
with molafles, coftee, Sec. 22. Suc- 
cefs, from Bofton ; with potatoes, In- 
dian corn, Sec. 28. Paris, from 
Guadalupe ; with arms, ammunition 
and warlike ftores. Ditto. A veflel 
from Newberry ; with fugar. Ditto* 
Ditto, with lumber and fifti. Ditto. 
Juno, from Old York ; with lumber. 
Ditto. Savage, from Marblehead ; 
with fifti. Ditto. Betfy, from South 
Carolina ; with rice, tar and indigo. 
30. Tayron, from South Carolina; 
with rice, pitch, Sec. May 2. Ber- 
iheba, from Bolton ; with lumber, 
pitch, tar, &c. 1 1 . Hannah ; with 
molafles, fait, linen and cordage. 
Prizes by the Diamond and Unicorn. 

May 13. Tryal, H. Archer, maf- 
ter ; with flour. 

By the Falcon. 

Jan. 19. A veflel ; in ballail. 22. 
Seaflower, Thomas Cocker, mafter ; 
with fait, molafles, Sec. May 8. In- 
duftry, Jacob Godwin, mailer, from 
New London ; with lumber and 
horfes. 12. Charter Street, Andrew 
Rogers, mafter, from St. Euftatia ; 
with -fait and dry goods. April — 
A veflel from St. Lucia ; with coffee, 
molafles, &c. 

By the Galatea. 

Jan. 6. Good Intent, David 
Burch, from Baltimore ; with flour, 
bread, &c. 13. Bold Defiance, Wil- 
liam Taylor, mafter, from Virginia ; ' 
with flour, bread, Sec. Feb. 3. Su- 
fannah, Tef. M*Kenfie, from South 
Carolina ; with rice. Ditto. Baker, 
Zeb. Bapfon, mafter, from Newber- 
ry; with molafles and cordage. 6. 
Revenge privateer, Samuel Fowlis, 
mafter, from Martinique ; with can- 
vas and woollens. 13. Family Fa- 
der, B. Wainwright, mafter, from 
South Carolina ; with rice, indigo 
and corn. Ditto. Eagle* George 



Johnfon, mailer, from St. Euftatia ; ' 
with gunpowder, fait and dry goods. 
14. Agermaid, George Bifhop, maf- 
ter, from Cape Francois ; with molaf- 
fes, fugar and dry goods. 23. A* 
veflel, Thomas Yates, mailer, from 
Virginia, March 12. Difpatch, John 
Hutchins, mailer, from Maryland) 
with Indian corn. 1 9. Good Intent* 
Nath. Bethel, mafter, from Nortel 
Carolina; with Indian corn. 2;. 
Wafhington, D. Livingfton, mafter, 
from Philadelphia; with flour and 
lumber. Ditto. Peggy, Jonn Cock- 
ran, mafter, from North Carolina ; 
with Indian Corn. April 2. Friend- 
ihip, William Bateman, mafter, from 
Salem; with lumber and fpars. 18* 
Alfton, William Thompfon, mailer, 
from South Carolina ; with rice, rum, 
tea and fait. 2 1 . Francois, (letter 
of marque) Thomas Baker, mafter, 
from St. Euftatia ; with fait* 
By the Galatea. 

April 24, Molly, Benjamin Cox, 
mailer, from South Carolina; with 
rice, pitch, Sec Ditto. Proteus, 
William Proby, mafter, from St.* 
Croix ; with rum, fugar and molaf- 
fes. 25. Dove, Abraham Toppen, 
mafter, from Winyaw ; with rice, 
pitch and turpentine. 26. John, 
Chriftopher Worth, mafter, from 
Nantucket; with fugar. 28. Phoenix, 
Elifha Coffin, mafter, from Nan- 
tucket ; with fugar and oil. 
By the Sphynx* 

March 27. Minerva, Jof. Dean, 
mafter, from Surinam ;. with molaf- 
fes, coffee, Sec* 

Recapture by the Milford. 

Feb. 23. Elizabeth, from Liver- 
pool j with dry goods. 

Prizes by Ditto. 

March 9. Two Sifters^ from the 
Weft Indies ; with mobiles. 26. 
Cabot privateer, — Olney, mafter, 
from New England. Bella, from 
Nova Scotia ; with lumber. 
Recapture by the Liverpool. 

Jan. 2. Providence, William Pen- 
terick, mafter, from Cork ; with pro- 
vifions. 

G g z VeJftU 
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J ear, but not included in the return of 
%\ft 0/ December, 1776, no Account 
of them being the received. 

1 77<£. Prizes by the Phoenix. 
December 3 1 . York, Samuel 
Talman, mailer, from Demarara; 
with rum. 

By the Experiment. 
December 7. Polly, Robert Nel- 
fon, mafter, from North Carolina ; 
with bees wax and Haves. 
By the Chatham. 
December 18. Betty, James Sut- 
ton, mailer, from Cape Breton ; in 
ballaft. 

By the Cerberus. 

• December 29. Succeis, Giles 
Pierce, mafter, from Charles-town ; 
with rice, indigo and leather. 

Recapture by Ditto. 
Dec. 29. Ditto, Betty, J. Brice, 
mafter, from Jamaica ; with roau 

Prizes by Ditto. 
« December 1 1 . Lyon, Ladwick 
Champlain, mafter, from New Lon- 
don ; with horfes, &c li. Lyon, 
Ifaac Harlow, mafter, from . Dart, 
mouth; with fugar, rum and molaf« 
(es. 

Bp the Falcon. 
- Dec. 18. Aveftel unknown-; down 
the Delaware. 19. Ditto; wi£h oil. 
31. Kitty, Samuel Nichols, mafter, 
from Cape* Francois ; with mdafles, 
rum and dry goods. 

By /£* Liverpool. 

♦ ' Auguft iz m Swan; -with Indian 
corn. 1 3. Charming Sally, deferted 
by the people ; with molafles and 
rum. r 

1776. Recaptures hy Ditto. 
Aug. 13. Nevs, Edward Coffin, 
mafter, from . Nevis ; with rum and 
-iugar. Ditto. Devonfhire, Wil- 
liam Fimer, mafter, from Antigua ; 
with rum and fugar. 

Prix* by Ditto. 
Sept. % a. Warren, William Burke, 
mafter, from Siarblehead. 

By the Hope and Diligence. 
Ocl. 3. General Gates, Jo'ihua 
Stone, mafter. 



By r& Galatea, 

Dec. 12. Neptune, Thomas Mun* 
ro, mafter, from Surinam ; with mo- 
laiTes, cocoa and fugar. 15. Fame, 
Nathaniel' Bernard, mafter, from 
Harbour Ifland ; with fait. 16. 
Lovely, Benjamin Jenkins, mafter, 
from Cape Nichola ; with molaiTes. 
20. Peggy, Edward North, mafter, 
from South Carolina ; with indigo. 
25. Betfy, James Lampheer, mafter, 
from New London ; with lumber and 
proviiions. Ditto. Buckfkin priva- 
teer, Jofeph Handy, mafter, from 
Maryland. 30. Union, Eba Wa- 
ters, mafter, from New London; 
with lumber and ftock. 
By the Brune. 

July. Harlem; with powder, 
arms, &c. 

Total number of captures 203 

Recaptures n; 

HOWE. 

Plymouth, July 8. This afternoon 
the Experiment, with the; ihips and 
veflels under her convoy, failed out of 
the Sound. 

Port/mouthy July 9, Yefterday the 
Briftol, with her convoy, failed from 
St. Helen's for New-York. 

[London Gazette, 

Sulftance of private letters brought by 
the Halifax packet, 'which Brought 
the. preceding letters from Lord and 
Gen. Howe, and left Ncvj-York on 
the gth o/June. 
Extras of 4. letter frbm an Officer 0/ 
the ijth regiment, dated Amboy % 
May 14. 

" The men of war and frigates on 
the American jdation have had fur- 
prifing fuccefs. The officers of the 
navy have all the profit, but we have 
the trouble. Several of the Captains 
of the men of war have, it is fai4« 
cleared upwards of 1 o,oooL' 
* " His Majefty. has been pleafed, 
in a letter from Lord George Ger- 
maine to Sir William Howe, to return 
his thanks to Lord Cornwallis,, and 
the troops under his command, for 
their good behaviour, on. the march 

-after 
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after the rebels through the Jerfeys ; 
to Col. Harcourt for his fpirited be- 
haviour in taking Lee ; to our gal- 
lant Col. Mawhood for his bravery 
and good conduct on the 3d of Ja- 
nuary, and to all the regiments under 
his command, but in a , particular 
manner to the 17th. 

** Mr. Wafhington has declared, 
he will not give up any more prifoners, 
although . an exchange was agreed 
upon ; and Gen. Howe, relying on 
Iiis word, gave up 2200 more of his 
people than he had of ours, expecting 
he would return that number, if he 
ihould chance.to take any of our men ; 
but now he pofitively refufes to ex- 
change any private men." 
ExtraQ of a letter from a Gentleman 
at Perth Amboy, dated June 5 . 

" No movement has yet been made* 
General Howe is drawing moft, of 
the troops into die Jerfeys. The re- 
bels feem determined to difpute every 
point with us, fb that we fhall have 
warm work of it. This part of the 
army has been encamped here, for a 
fortnight." 

Other letters fay, that on the 9th 
of June Sir William Howe was ftill 
at New- York ; but that the next day 
(the 10th) part of the army were to 
embark ; and it was thought that the 
whole army would be in motion in the 
field by nhe 14th. Mr. Wafhington 
feems preparing to leave Jerfey, in 
order to coyer Philadelphia; which 
General Howe is informed the Ame- 
ricans mean to defend. He does not 
know the number of Mr. Walhing- 
ton's army, but apprehends it to be 
confiderable. 

There are private letters by the 
packet, which fay, that an embarka- 
tion of about iooo men was made the 
2d of June, and failed, but h is not 
known where. That the grand ex-" 
pedition was preparing when the 
packet failed. That there are dif- 
agreements an4 factions in the army ; 

that the reports concerning — , 

and the opinions. entertained of him 



by the feveral officers^ render the 
prefent flate, as well as future prof* 
peft of affairs, extremely difagree- 
able, diftreffing, and perplexing ; in- 
fomuch, that tome perfons fay, they 

wifh any other officer had the — . 

It is further faid, that the fuhaltera 
officers have no confidence in his. judg- 
ment ; the general officers fay he is 
indolent, attends to pleafure more 
than bufinefs, &c. &c. andathoufand 
fuch rumours, and opinions are in 
conftant circulation throughout the 
army. 

A letter from New^York of the 27th 
of May, fays, General Howe is gone 
into Jerfey, and has taken the greatefl 
part of his army with him. His mo- 
tive is fuppofed to be, to bring off Lord 
Cornwallis, who begins to be clofely 
preffed by Mr. Wafhington on »all 
tides. 

Another letter from New York, 
dated June 1, fays, it is given out, 
that Major Dixon is going home on 
his private affairs. But this is only 
the oftenfible reafon : the true reafba. 
is, it is to make room for Mr. Mon- 
trefor; General Howe likes Mr. 
Montrefor better ; and he is to be 
Chief Engineer in the room of Mr. 
Dixon. 

[When the lafl officer who came 
from New- York, had the honour of 
1 a conference with the King, his Ma- 
jefty afked, " How happened it, that 
General Wafhington feemed always 
to have intelligence of what General 
Howe was about, and General Howe 
to know fo little of General Wafhing- 
ton ?". " Sir, faid 'the officer, it is 
not owing to any neglect in General 
Howe, but to every man in America 
being General Howe's enemy. This 
anfwer, is faid to have made a greater 
impreffion upon his Majefty's mind, 
than any other circumftance what- 
ever.] 

Another letter brought by the 
packet fays, That Philadelphia is too 
ftrong to be attempted on any fide. 
That Mr. Wafliingpn has removed 

from 
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from Morris-Town to Boundbrook. 
Mr. Howe does not know with what 
intention ; but fays, he is pofted in 
fo ftrong a manner, and fo ftrongly 
entrenched, he does not chufe to at- 
tack hiin. Mr. Wafhington is, by 
his new pofrtion, between eight and 
nine miles nearer to New- York. That 
Lord Cornwallis is acting upon the 
defenfive in Jerfey ; it is true, he 
has got pofleflion of fome of the heights 
near Brunfwick, but the enemy are 
fo ftrong in that neighbourhood, Mr. 
Howe mull do fomething to afford a 
feafonable relief to Lord Cornwallis. 



ExtraSl of a letter from New-York, 

hy the Salijbury, Mafon, arrived at 

Corke, dated June i8, 

■* General Howe is gone to Brunf- 
wick, where the army are now en- 
camped, except thofe left for the de- 
fence of the ' city and ifland, which 
have taken poll between King's- 
bridge and Fort Kniphaufen, and 
confift of two brigades of Heflians, 
two brigades of Britifh, and two 
thoufand Provincials, under command 
of General Kniphaufen. But General 
Pigot has the command in New- York 
city. The Connecticut rebels under 
Arnold, lie in the White Plains, at 
the diflance of about ten or twelve 
miles. 

So great a fcarcity is there of frefh 
provifions at New- York, that a milch 
cow was on the 14th of June' pur- 
chafed by. an officer of diftin&ion in 
the army there, at the moderate price 
of thirty guineas., An egg is fold for 
-one fhiUingi 

J By the Pole, which arrived at Li- 
pool, July 20, from New- York, 
which ftie left on the 24th of June, 
advice was received, that eleven thou- 
fand men under General Wafhington 
were entrenched, at Bound Brook, and 
had forty pieces of cannon, with 
twelve boats on carriages, for patting 
the rivers ; and that three thoufand 
men tinder General Putnam, were 
pofled nearer Prince-Town. Thefc 



pofts General Howe reconnoitred ; he 
left Brunfwick on the 15 th of June, 
and marched within four miles of Ge- 
neral Wafhington's camp ; ' he re^ 
mained in that fituation four days. On . . 
the 20th, he ordered the tents to be 
flruck, and to the furprize of every 
one, ordered the army to wheel and 
march back to Brunfwick. And im- 
mediately every thing was prepared to 
embark. [The plan was to gain fome 
advantage over Mr. Wafhington be- 
fore the attempt was made upon Phi- 
ladelphia ; but Mr. W. being ftronger 
than was expetted, that part of the 
plan has mifcarried, and General 
Howe obliged to proceed to his next 
operation, leaving Mr. W. in full 
force.] 

The following h an Ordinance of the 
Convention of New-York, for fet- 
tling the new Form of Government 
of that State. 

King ft on, May 8, 1 777. 
Whereas, until fuch time as the 
Constitution and Government of this 
State mail be fully organized, it is 
neceflary that fome perfons be veiled 
with power to provide for the fafety 
of the fame : 

Therefore refolved, That John Mo- 
rln Scott, Robert R, Livingfton, 
ChriftopherTappen, Abraham Yates, 
jun. Governor Morris, Zephaniah 
Piatt, John Jay, Charles De Witt, 
Robert Harpur, Jacob Cuyler, Tho- 
mas Tredwell, Pierre Van Cortlandt, 
Matthew * Cantine, John Slofs Ho- 
bert, and Jonathan G. Tompkins, or 
the major part of them, be, and they 
hereby are appointed a Council of 
Safety, and inverted with all the powers 
neceflary for the fafety and preferva- 
tion of the State, until a meeting of 
the Legiflature : Provided that the 
executive powers of the State fhall be 
veiled in the Governor, as foon as he 
fhall be chofen and admitted into of- 
fice ; previous ^ to which admiffion, 
fuch Governor fhall appear before the 
faidfouncil, and take the oath of al- 
legiance, 
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legiance, and alfo the following* oath 
of office, to be taken by the Gover- 
nors and Lieutenant Governors of this 
State, to wit, ^ 

" I by the fuffrage 

of the freeholders of the State of New- 
York, according to the laws and con- 
ftitution of the faid State, elected to 
ferve the good people thereof, as their 
do here, folemnly, 
in the prefence of that almighty and 
eternal God, before whom I mail one 
day anfwer for my conduct, covenant 
and promife to and with the good 
people of the State of New- York, that 
I will in all things i to the beft of my 
knowledge and ability, faithfully per- 
form the truft, fo as aforefaid repofed 
in me, by executing the laws, and 
maintaining the peace, freedom, ho- 
nour, and independence of the faid 
State, in conformity to the powers 
unto me delegated by the Conftitu- 
tion ; and I pray God fo to preferve 
and help me, when in my extremeft 
neceffityl mail invoke his holy name, 
as I do keep this my facred oath and 
declaration." 

And whereas the appointment of 
officers in this State, is by the Confti- 
tution thereof veiled in the Governor, 
by and with the advice and confent of 
a Council of Appointment, which 
doth not, and cannot exift, until after 
an election of Reprefentatives in the 
Senate and Aflembly. • 

And whereas many of the faid pf- 
ficers are neceffary, not only for the 
immediate execution of the laws of 
.this State, and the diftribution of 
juftice, but alfo for the holding of 
fuch elections aforefaid. r r 

Therefore refolved, That the fol- 
lowing perfons be, and they hereby 
. are appointed within this State, by 
authority of the fame, to wit, That 
Robert R. Livingfton be Chancellor ; 
John Jay, Chief Juftice; Robert 
Yates and John Slofs Hobart, Puifne 
Judges; and Egbert Benfon, Attor- 
ney General of this State, That 



Volkert P. Douw be Firft Judge ; and 
Jacob C. Ten Eyck, Abraham Ten 
Broeck, Henry Bieecker, Walter Li- 
vingfton, arid John H. Ten Eyck, 
the other Judges for the county of 
Albany; and that Henry J. Wendell 
be Sheriff, and Leonard Ganfevoort, 
Clerk of the faid county. That 
Ephraim Paine be iirft Judge, and 
Zephaniah Piatt, and Anthony Hoff- 
man, the other Judges, for the county 
of Dutchefs; arid that Melan&ori 
Smith be Sheriff*, arid Henry Living- 
fton, Clerk of the faid county. That 
Lewis Morris be Firft Judge ;.. Stephen 
Ward, Jofeph Strang, and Jonathan N 
G. Tompkins, the' other Judges for 
the county of Weft-Chefter; and John 
Thomas be Sheriff; and John Bartow, 
Clerk of the faid county. That Levi 
Pawling be Firft Judge, and Dirck 
Wynckhoop, jun. the other Judge for 
the county of Ulfter ; and that Egbert 
Dumond be Sheriff, and George 
Clinton, Clerk of the faid county. 
That be Firft 

Judge, and 

the other Judges of the county of 

Tryon ; and that Anthony Van Vegh- 

ton be> Sheriff, and 

Clerk of the faid county. That 

be Firft Judge, 

, the other 

Judges of the county of Orange ; ani 

that Jeffe Woodhull be Sheriff, and 

, Clerk of the 

faid county. That William Duer be 

Firft Judge; John Williams and 

William Marfti, the other Judges fo^ 

the county of Charlotte; and that 

Edward Savage be Sheriff, and Ebe- 

nezerClarke, Clerk of the faidcounty. 

That. be Firft 

Judge ; the other 

Judges of the county of Cumberland; 

and that Paul Spooner be Sheriff, 

and , Clerk of the 

faid county. And that 

be the Firft Judge, and 

the other Judges for the 

county of Glouccfter ; ana that Na~ 

. thaniel 
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thanicl Merrll be Sheriff, and 

Clerk of the faid 
county *• 

And further refolved, That each 
and every of the perfons herein before 
appointed, do, before the Council of 
Safety aforefaid, or fuch perfons as 
ffaall be by them appointed, take and 
fubfcribe the following oath of alle- 
giance, to wit, 

"I do folemnry 

fwear and declare, in the prefence of 
Almighty God, that I will bear true- 
faith and allegiance to the State of 
New-York, as a good fubject of the 
faid State ; and will do my duty as 
fuch a fubject ought to do," 

And further, That every of the ju- 
dicial officers above-mentioned, do, 
before he take upon him the exercife 
of his office, make the following oath, 
in manner above-mentioned .* 

"■ I do folemnly 

fwear and declare, in the prefence of 
Almighty God, that I will, to the 
belt of my knowledge and abilities, 
execute the office of within 

the State of New- York, according to 
the Laws and Conflitution of the faid 
State, in defence of the freedom and 
Independence thereof, and for the 
maintenance of liberty, and the di- 
ftributioii of juftice among the fubje&s 
of the faid- State, without fear, fa- 
vour, partiality, affection or hope of 
reward." 

And alfo that every of the Sheriffs 
herein before named, do, before he 
exercife his faid office, take in like 
manner, the following oath, to wit, 

" I Sheriff of the 

county of do folemnly 

facear and declare, in the prefence of 
'^mighty God, that I will in all 
things, to the beft of my knowledge 
SukI ability, do m]f duty as Sheriff of 
the faid county, according to the Laws 



and ConfKtuticm of this State of New- 
York, for the furtherance of juftice, 
and in fupport of the rights and li- 
berties of the faid State, and of the . 
fnbjefts thereof." 

And that every of the Clerks herein 
before named, do in like manner, 
take the following oath, to wit, 

" I Clerk of 

do folemly fwear and declare, in the 
prefence of Almighty God, that I 
will juftly and honefUy keep the re- 
cords and papers by virtue of my faid 
office of Clerk committed unto me, 
and in all other things to the beft of 
my knowledge and underfranding, 
faithfully perform the duty of my faid 
office of Clerk, without favour or 
partiality," 

And whereas it will be proper that 
all officers within this State, be, as 
foon as poffible, appointed, in the 
mode for that purpofe prefcribed by 
the ConfUtution : 

Therefore refolved, that all and 
fingular the officers herein before ap- 
pointed, fhall refpe&ively hold their 
offices, according to* the tenure of 
fuch officers refpeclively fpecified in 
the faid Coaititution., x£ refpe&ively 
approved of, by the Council for the 
appointment of officers, at their BrUt 
feffion ; at which feffion, fuch of the 
faid officers as fhall be approved of 
by the faid Council, as aforefaid, 
fhall receive their commiffions in pro- 
per form. It is neverthelefs provided, 
that every of the perfons herein before 
named, who held the like office with, 
that fo as aforefaid conferred upon 
him, under authority derived front 
the King of Great-Britain, during 
good behaviour, fhall continue to 
hold the faid office, fo long as he fhall 
well and faithfully perform the duties 
of fuch office* 

And whereas no permanent provi- 



* The blanks for inferring the nam?s of Judpei and Cierki, of the counties of Tryon 
a ad Orange were, at the iequeft of the Deputies from thofe counties, not tilted up; the faid 
Ueptttu* engaging to be anfwerable t» their Condiments for the fame j and the blanks tot 
Judge* and Clerks of the counties of Cumberland and GloucefteT, were not fitted up fo* 
waat of i leprefcntauon 6f> and fufficient information from the {aid counties 

fiQtt 
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the Conilitution of this State, for the 
mode of holding elections within the 
fame, fuch provifions being properly 
within the power of the Legiflature, 
and depending, from time to time, 
upon the fituation and circumilances 
of the State. And whereas it is ne- 
ce/Tary to point out fome mode, by^ 
which elections for a Governor, Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, and members of the 
Legiflature, may be held within this 
State : 

Therefore refolved, That the She- 
riffs of the feveral counties, herein 
before-mentioned, upon public notice 
for that purpofe, by them given, at 
leaft ten days before the day of elec- 
tion, do direct that elections be held 
for Governor, Lieutenant-Governor 
and Senators in each county, by the 
freeholders thereof, qualified as is by 
the Constitution prefcribed, and for 
members of Aflembly, by the people 
at large, at the following places, to 
1 wit, 

In die county of Albany, at the 
City-Hall in the city of Albany,— at 
the houfe of William White, in 
Schenectady, — at die houfe of George 
Man, in Schohary, — at the houfe of 
Lambert Van Valckenburgh, at 
Cockfackie Flatts,— at the houfe of 
Cornelius Miller, at Claverack, — at 
the houfe of Solomon Demming, in 
King's difbict,— at the houfe of Ifaac 
Becker in Tamhanick, — and at the 
houie of Abraham Bloodgood, at 
Stillwater. 

In the county of Ulfter, at the 
Court-Houfe, in the town of King- 
fton,— at the houfe of Ann Du Bois, 
in New-Palta,— at the houfe of Sarah 
Hill, in Hanover precinct,— at the 
houfe of Martin Wygant, in the pre- 
cinct of Newburgh. 

In the county of Orange, at the 
Couxt-Houfe, in Gofhen,— at or near 
the Prefbyterian Church, in War- 
wick,— at the houfe of John Brewfter, 
in the precinct of Cornwall, — at the 
Ccurt-Houfe, at the New City, in 



of Paulus Vandcrvort, in Haver- 
ftraw,— and at the houfe of Jofepk 
Maybee, in the precirict of Tappan. 

In the county of Weft-Chefter, at 
the houfe of Elijah Hunter, in Bed* 
ford,— and at die houfe of Captain 
Abraham Thiel, in the manor of 
Cordandt. 

In the county of Dutchefs, at the 
houfe of the widow of Simon Weft- 
fa! 1, deceafed, in Rhinebeck precinct, 
at the houfe of John Stoutenburgh, in 
Charlotte precinct,— at the houfe of 
Captain Jonathan Dennis, in Beek- 
man's precinct, — at or near New- 
Hacheniack church, in Rumbout pre- 
cinct,— and at Matthew Patterfon's* 
in Fredericiburgh precinct. 

In the county of Tryon* at the 
houfe of Johannis Veder, .in the Mo- 
hack diibict,— at the houfe of John 
Dunn, in Conajohary diftrict,— at 
the church in Stone Arabia, in Pala- 
tine dilbict,— at the houfe of Frede- 
rick Bellinger, in the German Flatt* 
diftria,— at Smith's Hall, in Old 
England difbict,— and at the houfe of 
Alexander Harper, in the townfhip of 
Harpers-field. 

In the county of Cumberland, at 
the houfe of Seth Smith in Bratde- 
borough,— at the houfe of Luke 
Znoulton, in New*Fain* — at the 
Court-Houfe in Weftminfter,— at die 
houfe of •— TarbeU, in Chefter,— 
at the Town-Houfe, in Windfor,— 
and at the houfe of Colonel Marfh, 
in Hertford. 

In the county of Charlotte, at the 
new Prefbytenan Church, in New 
Perth— at the houfe of Anthony HofF- 
nagle, in Kingibury, — at the houfe 
of Nathaniel Spring, in Granville,—- 
and at fome convenient place in each 
of the towns of Manchefter, Danby 
and Caftle-Town. 

And in the county of Gloucefter, 
at fuch places as the Sheriff of the faid 
county, by the advice of the County 
Committee lhall appoint, for the con* 
venience of fiktton within the feme. 
Hb And 
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And that the Sheriff of every coun-' 
ty, fhall order the elections to be held' 
m each place above-mentioned, in 
his county, on the fame day, under 
the direction of two reputable free- 
holders ; one to be appointed by the 
County Committee, the other by the 
Sheriff, to attend at each of the 
places where the elections * are, as 
aforefaid, * clireiSed to be held in 
every* county, who fhall jointly fu- 
perintend the faid elections, and re- 
turn to the Sheriff of the county in 
which fuch elections are held, true 
po]l lifts of the elections in the feveral 
places, for Governor, Lieutenant- 
Governor, Senators and Reprefenta- 
tives in authority ; which lift the 
Sheriff fhall tranfmit under his oath 
of office, to the Council of Safety, as 
far as the fame fhall relate to Gover- 
nor, Lieutenant-Governor, and Se- 
nators,' and fhall caft up the greateft 
number of votes for the Reprefenta- 
tives in Aflembly, and make return 
of the names of fiich of them as are 
duly elected, hi the manner that has 
heretofore been ufual and cuftomary ; 
and the Council of Safety fhall, upon 
receipt of the poll lifts of the election 
for Governor, Lieutenant-Governor 
and Senators, examine the fame, and' 
declare who is the Governor, who the 
Lieutenant-Governor, and who the 
Senators fochofen, and fhall admi- 
rrifter to the faid Governor and Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, the oaths of alle- 
giance and of office. The faid elec- 
tions within the feveral counties to be 
fo held, as that the perfons thereby 
chofen may be afiembled at Kingfton, 
in the county of Ulfter,! or fuch other 
place as the faid Council of Safety 
frrall appoint, on the firft day of July 
next; Provided, ; >f by any unforefeen 
accident, fuch elections cannot be 
held, then the faid Council fhall or- 
der election at fucli other time or 
times, as fhall, in their opinion, be 
moft conducive to the general inte'reft 
of the State. * 

And -it U further rcfblved, That 



fuch freeholders as have fled front 
the fouthern parts of this State, and 
are now actually refident in any of 
the other counties of this State, fhall 
.be entitled to votewithin fuch coun- 
ties, for Governor and Lieutenant* 
Governor, as if they had actually 
pofTefted freeholds within the fame. 
And that in cafe an election in any 
county mould be held, by reafon of 
the death or refignation of the Sheriff, 
or for any other caufe, that the Coun- 
cil of Safety, or the Governor, in 
cafe h£ fhall be fwota irito his office, 
iffue orders for an election for Repre- 
fentativesin AfTembly,irt fuch county, 
and appoint a returning officer to hold 
the fame. And where no County 
Committee fhall be in being, or fuch 
Committee fhall neglect to appoint 
returning officers for the places above- 
named in fuch county, that the perfon? 
for that purpofe appointed by the She- 
riff, fhall alone hold the election, and 
make return to the Sheriff in like 
manner, as is above directed. 

And whereas it is impracticable for 
the inhabitants of the fouthern di- 
ftrict of this State, to choofe Senators 
to reprefent them in the Senate there- 
* of, or for the counties of the faid di- 
ftricty Weftchefter excepted, to elect 
Reprefentatives in Aflembly; and it 
is reafonable and right to give to the 
faid diftrict and counties, a propor- 
tionable fhare in the regulation of the 
whole State, as far is poffible in its 
pfefent circumstances ; therefore 

Refolved, That Lewis Morris, 
Pierre Van Ccrtlandl, John Morin 
Scott, 'Jonathan Lawrence, William 
Floyd, William Smith, of Suffolk, 
Ifaac Reofevelt; Doctor John Jones 
and Philip Livingfton, be, and they 
hereby are appointed Senators for the 
fouthern diftrict of -this State - and ir* 
cafe of vacancy, fuch vacancy tq be 
filled up by the choice of the Aflem- 
bly : and that Abraham Brafher r 
Daniel Dunfcornb, Evert Bancker, 
Peter P. Van Zandt, Robert Harpur, 
Abraham P. Lott, Jacobus Vaa 

Zattdt, 
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Zandt, Henry Rutgers, jun. ahd 
Frederick Jay, be, and they hereby 
aire appointed Reprefentatives in A{- 
fembly of the city and county of New- 
York ; Philip Edfall, Daniel Law- 
rence, Benjamin Coe and Benjamin 
Birdfall, of the county of Queen's; 
Barnet Miller, David Gelfton, Ezra 
L/Homme-dieu, Thomas Tredv/eil 
and Thomas Wickes, of the county 
of Suffolk ; William Bcerum and 
Henry Williams, of the county of 
King's; and Jofhua Mercereau and 
Abraham Jones of the county of Rich- 
mond ; and in cafe of vacancy, fuch 
vacancy to be filled up by the choice 
of the Senate. Provided always, that 
none of the faid Senators or Repre- 
fentatives in AfTembly fo appointed, 
or hereafter to be appointed as afore- 
faid, mail continue longer in office, 
tjian until the electors they reprefent, 
fhall refpe&ively be in a capacity of 
electing. 

By order of Convention, 
Abm. Ten Broeck, Prefident. 
Atteft* John M'Keeson, See. 

For the Remembrancer. 
The following paper is taken from 
Halt's New-York Paper, printed 
a few days Before General Howe 
■ took pofeffion of New-York* 

Mr. Holt, ^ 
As the following extract from an old 
Act of AfTembly is feafonable at 
this time, I doubt not your, wil- 
lingnefs to communicate it to the 
public. Americanus. 

** Be it enacted by the Governor, 
Council, and Reprefentatives met in 
General AfTembly, and it is hereby 
enacted and declared by the authority 
of the fame, That the fupreme le^ 
giflative power and authority, under 
their Majefties William and Mary, 
King and Queen of England, &c. 
fhall for ever Be and refide in a Go- 
vernor in Chief, and Council, ap- 
pointed by their Majefties, their, 
heirs and fucceffors, and the people 
by their Reprefentatives, met and 
convened in General Aflembly," 



" That no aid, tax, talKage or 
cuftom, loan, benevolence, gift, ex- 
cife, duty, or impofition whatfoever, 
fhall be laid, affefled, impofed, le- 
vied or required, of, or on any of 
their Majefties fubjects within this 
province, &c. or their eftates, upon 
any manner of colour or pretence 
whatfoever, but by the act and cove^ 
nant of the Governor and Council, 
and Reprefentatives of the people in 
General Aflembly met and con- 
vened." 

The act from which this extract ii 
made, was pafled in the year 169!, 
and dif allowed by the King fix years 
afterwards ; it will, however, ferve to 
fhew what' were the fentiments of the 
legiflature of the province at that early 
period, refpectmg the right of legijla- 
tion and taxation ; which the Britifh 
Parliament has fince claimed and at- 
tempted to exercife: and will alfo 
prove that our claim (made in a legal 
form) of independence, of the Parlia- 
ment in thefe two capital articles, it 
above half a century older than their 
new fangled claim of right to make 
laws, binding upon us in all cafes 
whatever. 



At a meeting of the freeholders and 
other inhabitants of the town of 
Bofton, on the 26th of May, 1 777, 
the following INSTRUCTIONS to 
their Reprefentatives were reported, 
by Thomas Crafts, Efq, Mr. John 
JVinthrop, Mr. Jofeph Barrel, Pe - 
rex Morton, and Benjamin Kent, 
Efqrs. a Committee appointed for 
that purpofe, which were accepted 
by the town, and are now publijhed 
by their order ; 

To the Honourable John Hancock, 
Efq. David Jefteries, Caleb Davis, 
Oliver Wendell, John Brown, John 
Pitts, and Ellis Gray, Efquires, 
Reprefentatives for the town of 
Bofton. 

Gentlemen, 
You being chdfen by the voice of 

the town of Bofton, to reprefent them 

in the Great and General Court, an4 
' Hh 2 as 
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as it muft be agreeable to you to 
know t^e minds o? your conftxtuents 
in all important matters, we think fit 
to give you the following Instruc- 
tions : 

With refpeQ to the General Courts 
forming a ' new Conftitution, you are 
directed by a unanimous vote of a 
full meeting, on no terms to confent 
to it, but to ufe your influence, and 
oppofe \t heartily, if fuch an attempt 
fhould be made ; for we apprehend 
this matter (at a fuifable time) will 
properly come before the people at 
large, to delegate a feleQ number for 
that purpofe, and that alone ; when 
fome things which we efteem abfolutely 
vecejary to a good form, may be 
viewed by a General Court, in the 
flight of f elf -denying ordinances, which 
it is natural to conclude, are always 
difagreeable to human nature, among 
Other things we have particularly in 
view, making the Council entirely in- 
dependent of the Houfe, and to prevent 
the lately too prevalent cufiom of accu- 
mulating offices in one per/on ; we 
could wiih to eftabliih it, as a certain 
rule, that no perfon whatever be en- 
trufted with more than one office at a 
time, (and for the difcharge of it, let 
there, be honourable allowance;) and 
to keep the members of the General 
KZourt from accepting any ; this we 
apprehend will have a napoy effect 
upon the State at large, and is agree- 
able to the cuftom of all States, until 
corruption and bribery deftroy the 
principles of virtue. 

You are alfo directed to move for 
and exert yourielves to get an imme- 
diate and total repeal of xhea&s com- 
monly called "the regulating a8s\ 
Our reafons for defiring this repeal 
ore, becaufe we have done our utmoft 
to carry them into execution, and 
$nd them fo formed, that it is im- 
poffible to accomplim it: they are, 
(however well deigned) a growing 
fource of animofity and ill will, tend- 
ing to raife a difference between town 
and country at this important crifis, 



an event ardently wifhed for by oar 
enemies, but ought to be guarde4 
againft with the utmoft caution l?y 
every friend to his country ; for we 
are lure that our intereft and happinefs 
is intimately interwoven with the 
intereft and happinefs of our brethren 
in the country ; and if ever the trial is 
made, we mall afluredly find that a 
difunion and reparation of fuch inter 
reft will be the ruin of both* 

Becaufe we apprehend the faid acts 
have very greatly raifed the price of 
almoft every neceflary of life, and we 
have great reafon to fear the evil will 
hp growing fo long as they are in 
being, though are firmly of opinion, 
if the a<3 s are repealed, and our trade 
freed from the cruel Jhackles with 
which it hat been lately injudicioujly 
bound, that a plentiful import will a$ 
ajfuredly lower the prices, as afcarctty 
has raifed them ; for it has been a 
known and acknowledged truth, by 
all nations which were wife enough to 
encourage commerce, that trade muft 
regulate itfelf ; can never be clogge4 
but to its ruin, and always flounihes 
when left alone: it is juftly com- 
pared to a coy miftrefs ; fl>e muft be 
courted by delicacy, and ruined by 
force. 

Becaufe it has the greateft ten- 
dency to deftroy our currency, and 
render money of little value ; it ha* 
thrown many of the honeft and fair 
traders (who wifh to retain a good 
conscience} out of bufinefs, and fet 
up in their room mujhroom fedlars, 
who adulterate their commodities, and 
take every advantage, thereby bring- 
ing a diigrace upon commerce, with- 
out which, town nor country are not 
worth defending. 

Becaufe we are fure, that very large 
and much wanted fupplies, the pro- 
perty of this State, and expected here 
are now ordered into fome of the 
lifter States, until, thefe a&s are re- 
pealed. * '■ 

^ In fhort, becaufe we have expe- 
rienced every ill we could poffibly 
1 ' '' ? fear 
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/ear from thefe a£b, and have not felt 
the leaft advantage from them ; we 
cannot therefore but view them, re- 
plete with innumerable evils, directly 
oppofite to the idea of liberty, and 
without a poffibility of doing any 
good, the firfi a&v\ its confluences, 
introducing all kind of knavery, and 
the y*r«ff/ doles the torrid fcene with 
perjur}. If thefe aclt mould be re- 
pealed, we conclude the land em- 
bargo will fell of courfe. 
If there ihould be an attempt to 
. have the pay of the Reprefentativeg 
taken out of the public cheft, you 
are directed ftrenuoufly to oppofe it, 
as the only juft method that we can 
conceive of, is,, for each to*wn to pay 
their o<wn members. 

You are to move, that immediate 
application be made to Congrefs, 
that all the States money might be re- 
deemed with continental currency , and 
each State charged by the Continent 
for what they receive? If this could 
be accomplilhed, and the money re* 
deemed by loan certificates, it would 
operate doubly in favour of the State; 
for as they carry intereft, they would 
be fpeedily hoarded, and being taken 
out of circulating, would give the 
remaining currency a proportionably 
greater value, and in that cafe would 
be nearly equal to a tax, befides, the 
currency being all of the fame /pedes, 
a counterfeit would be more^ eafily 
difcovered, than when a great va- 
riety of money is paffing, and it 
Would then be the joint intereft of 
mII the States to keep the credit gdod, 
and might be a further means of 
ftrengthening the union. 

Thefe matters, with all others that 
jnay come before the General Court, 
we leave to your firmnefs and pru- 
dence, and trufl your exertions in the 
common caufe, will be fuch, as mail 
recommend you to your fellow citi- 
zens, andwhat is more, gain you the 
approbation of God, and your con- 
sciences.' 



Bojlon, May 29. Yefterdaythe Ge- 
neral Aflembly of this State convened 
at the State-Houfein this town, when 
they unanimouily made choice of the 
Hon, James Warren, Efq, for their 
Speaker, and the Hon. Robert -Treat 
Pain, Efq. Speaker, pro tern. They 
likewife unanimously made choice of 
Samel Freemen, Efq. for their Clerk. 
Mr. Webfter, of Salifbury, delivered 
an excellent difcourfe from Ezek. 45, 
Sth and 9th verfes. 

The following gentlemen were 
chofen Counsellors out of the firifc 
eighteen, and the Houfe adjourned. 
Hon. James Baldwin, Efq. 

Artemis Ward, Efq. 

Benjamin Greenleaf, Efq. 

Caleb Cufhing. Efq. 

Richard Darby, Efq. 

John Whetcomb, Efq. 
. Samuel Hoi ten, Efq, 

John Fiiher, Efq. 

Mofes Gill, Efq. 

Benjamin White, Efq. 
• Jofeph Palmer, Efq. 

Benjamin Auftin, Efq. 

Daniel Hopkins, Efq. 

The Constitution and Form of 
Government agreed to by the 
Delegates o/Marylano in free 
and full Convention affembled. 

1. That the Legiflature confift of 
two diftinft branches, a Senate, and 
a Houfe of Delegates, which fhall be 
ftiled the General Aflembly of Ma- 
ryland. 

2. That the Houfe of Delegates 
fhall be chofen in the following man- 
ner: all freemen above twenty-one 
years of age, having a freehold of 
fifty acres of land in the county m, 
which they offer to vote, and refiding . 
therein, and all freemen having pro-* 
perty in this State above the value of 
thirty pounds current money, and 
having refided in the county in which 
they offer to vote one whole year next 
preceding the election, mail have a 
right of iuffrage in the ele&ion of De- 
legates 
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3egates for fuch county ; and all free- 
men fo qualified fhall, on the firfl 
Monday of October feventeen hun- 
dred and feventy-feven, and on the 
iame day in every year thereafter, af- 
femble in the counties in which they 
are refpectively qualified to vote, at 
the Court-houfe in the faid counties, 
pr at fuch other place as the Legiflature 
ihall direct, and when aflembled they 
fhall ' proceed to elect, <vi<ua <voce y 
four Delegates for their refpective 
counties, of the moll wife, fenfible, 
and difcreet of the people, refidents 
in the county where they are to be 
chofen one whole year next preceding 
the election, above twenty-one years 
of age, and having in the State real 
or perfonal property above the value 
of five hundred pounds current money, 
and upon the final carting of the polls, 
the four perfons who fhall appear to 
have the greateft number of legal 
votes, fhall be declared and returned 
duly elected for their refpective 
county. '• 

3. That the Sheriff of each county, 
or in cafe of ficknefs, his deputy 
(fuinmoning two Juftices of the coun- 
ty, who are required to attend for the 
prefervation of the peace) fhall be 
Judge of the election, and may ad- 
journ from day to day, if neceffary, 
till the fame be finifhed, fo that the 
whole election fhall be concluded in 
four days ; and fhall make his return 
thereof, under his hand, to the Chan- 
cellor of this State for the time being. 
. 4. That all perfons, qualified by 
the charter of the city of Annapolis 
to vote for Burgefies, fhall, on the 
fame firil Monday of October, feven- 
teen hundred and feventy-feven, and 
( on the fame day in every year for ever 
thereafter, elect, <uii>a <vore> by a 
majority of votes, two Delegates, 
qualified agreeable to the faid char- 
ier; that the Mayor, Recorder and 
Aldermen, of the faid city, or any 
three of them, be judges of the elec- 
tion, appoint the place in the faid 
city for holding the fame, and may 



adjourn from day td day as aforefaid, 
and fhall make return thereof - ai 
aforefaid ; but the inhabitants of the 
iaid city fhall not be entitled to vote 
for Delegates for Anne-Arundel 
county, unlefs they have a freehold of 
fifty acres of land in the county, di- 
ftinct from the city. 
* 5. That all peribns, inhabitants of 
Baltimore-town, and having the fame 
qualifications as electors- in the county, 
fhall, on the fame firfl Monday of Oc- 
tober, feventeen hundred and feventy- 
feven, and on the fame day in every 
year for ever thereafter, at fuch place 
in the faid town as the Judges fhall 
appoint, elect, <oi<va <voce, by a ma- 
jority of votes, two Delegates, qua- 
lified as aforefaid ; but if the faid in- 
habitants of the town fhall fo de- 
creafe, as that the number of perfons 
having right of fuffrage therein fhall 
have been for the ipace of feven year* 
fucceffively lefs than one half the 
number of voters in fdme one county 
in this State, fuch town thencefor- 
ward fhall ceafe to fend two Delegates 
or Reprefentatives to the Houfe of 
Delegates, until the faid town fhall 
have one half of the number of voters 
in fome one county in this State. 

6. That the Commiflioners of the 
faid town, or any three or more of 
them, for the rime being fhall be 
judges of the faid election, and may 
adjourn as aforefaid, and fhall make 
return thereof as aforefaid; but the 
inhabitants of the faid town fhall not 
be entitled to vote for, or be elected 
Delegates for, Baltimore county, 
neither fhall the inhabitants of BaJti . 
more county, out of the limits of Bal» 
timore town, be entitled to vote for, 
or be elected Delegates for, the faid 
town. 

1. That on refufal, death, difqua- 
lification, refignation, or removal 
out of this State, of any Delegate, or 
on his becoming Governor, or a 
member of the Council, a warrant of 
election fhall iffue by the Speaker, for 
the election of another in his place, 

of 
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of which ten day* notice at the leaft, 
excluding the day of notice and the 
day of election, fhall be given. 

8. That not lefs than a majority of 
the Delegates, with their Speaker (to 
be chofen by them by ballot) coriiti- 
tute an houfe for the tranfacting any 
bufinefs, other than that of adjourn- 
ing. 

9. That the Houfe of Delegates 
fhail judge of the elections and qua- 
lifications of Delegates. - 

10. That the Houfe of Delegates^ 
may originate all 'money-bills, pro- 
pofe bills to the Senate, or receive 
thofe offered by lhatbody, and aflent, 
diffeBt or propofe amendments ; that 
they may encjufre, on 'the oath of 
witnefTes, into all complaints, griev- 
ances and offences, as the grand in- 
queft of this State, and may commit 
any perfon for any crime to the pubKc 
gaol, there to remain till he be dis- 
charged by due courfe of law ; they 
may expel any member for a great 
mifdemeanor, but not a fecond time 
for the fame caufe ; they may examine* 
and pafs all accounts Of the State, re- * 
lating either to the collection or ex- 
penditure of the revenue, Or appoint 
auditors to flate and adjuft the fame : 
ihey may call for all public or official 
papers and records, and fend for per- 
sons, whom they judge ncceflary, in 
the courfe of their enquiries, concern- 
ing affairs relating to the public inte- 
reft, and may direct all office bonds' 
(which fhall be made payable to the 
State) to be fued for any breach of 
4uty, 

1 1 . That the Senate may be at full 
and perfect liberty to exercife their 
judgment in paffing laws, and that 
they may not be compelled by the 
Houfe of Delegates either to reject a 
money bill which the emergency of 
affairs may require, or to aflent to 
fome other act of legiflation, in their 
Confcience and judgment injurious to 
the public welfare ; the Houfe of De- 
legates ftiall not on any occafion, or 
under any pretencp , annex to or blend 



with a money bill, any matter, claufir 
or thing, not immediately relating to 
and necefTary for the impofing, afTef- 
fmg, levying or applying the taxes or 
fupplies, to be railed for the fupport 
of government, or the current ex- 
penses of the State; and to prevent 
altercation about fuch bills, it is de- 
clared, that no bill impofing duties 
or cuftoms for the mere regulation of 
commerce, or inflicting fines for th« 
reformation of morals, or to enforce 
the execution of the laws, by ,which 
an incidental revenue may arifc, fhall 
be accounted a money bill; but every 
bill afTeffing, levying or applying 
taxes or fupplies for the fupport of 
government, or the current expences of 
the State, or appropriating money in 
the Treafury, lhail be deemed a mo- 
ney bill. 

12. That the Houfe of Delegates 
may punifh, by imprifonment, any 
perfon who fhall be guilty of a con- 
tempt in their view, by any diforderly 
or riotous behaviour, or by threats to 
or abufe of their members, or by any 
obftruction to their proceedings ; they 
may alio punifh, by imprifonment, 
any perfon who lhail be guilty of a 
breach of privilege, by arrefting on 
civil procefs, or by aflaulring, any of 
their members^ during their fitting, 
or on their way to or return from the 
Houfe of Delegates, or by any af- 
fault of, or obifcruction. to their officers, 
in the execution of any order or pro- 
cefs, or by affaulting or obftructing 
any witnefs, or any other perfon, at- 
tending on, or on their way to or 
from the Houfe, or by refcuing any 
perfon committed by the Houfe ; and 
the Senate may exercife the fame 
power in fimilar cafes, 
. 13. That the Treafurers (one for 
the weftern and another for the eaflern 
fhore) and the Commiflioners of the 
Loan -office, may be appointed by 
the Houfe of Delegates during their 
pleafure, and in cafe of refufal, death, 
refignations, disqualifications, or re- 
moval out of the State of any of the 

faid 
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(kid Commiflioners or Treafurers, in 
the recefs of the General AfTembly, 
the Governor, with the advice of the 
Council, may appoint and commifuoit 
a fit and proper perfon to fuch vacant 
office, to hold the fame until the 
meeting of the next General AfTembly. 
1 4. That the Senate be chofen in the 
following manner : all perfons, qualified 
as aforefaid to vote for county Dele- 
gates, mall, on the firft Monday of Sep- 
, tember feventeen hundred and eighty- 
one, and on the fame day in every 
fifth year for ever thereafter, cleft, 
<vi<ua <voee 9 by a majority of votes, 
two perfons for their respective coun- 
ties, qualified as aforefaid to be elected 
county Delegates, to be electors of 
the Senate; and the Sheriff of each 
county, or in cafe of ficknefs his de- 
puty (fummoning two JuiHces of the 
councy, who are required to attend 
for the prefervation of the peace) fhall 
hold and be judge of the faid election, 
and make return thereof as aforefaid. 
And all perfons qualified as aforefaid 
to vote for Delegates for the city of 
Annapolis and Baltimore-town fhall, 
on the fame firft Monday of September 
feventeen hundred and eighty-one, 
and on the fame day in every fifth 
year for ever thereafter, elect, <vi<va 
vote, by a majority of votes, one per- 
fon for the faid city and town refpec- 
tively, qualified as aforefaid to be 
elected a Delegate for the faid city 
ajid town refpectively ; the faid elec- 
tion to be held in the fame manner as 
the election of Delegates for the faid 
city and town, the right to elect the 
faid elector with refpect to Baltimore- 
town to continue as long as the right 
to elect Delegates for the faid town. 

15. That the faid electors of the 
Senate meet at the city of Annapolis, 
or fuch other place as fhall be ap- 
pointed for convening the Legiflature, 
on the third Monday in September, 
feventeen hundred and eighty-one, 
and on. the fame day in every fifth 
year for ever thereafter, and they, or 
any twenty-four of them fo met, fhall 



' proceed to elect, by ballot, either otrt 
of their own body, or the people at 
large, fifteen Senators (nine of whom 
to be refulents on the weftern, and fix 
to be refidents on the eaftern fhore) 
men of the moft wifdom, experience 
and virtue, above twenty-five years 
of age, refidents of the State above 
three whole years next preceding the 
election, and having therein real and 
perfonal property above the value of 
one thoufand pounds current mo- 
ney. 

16. That the Senators fhall be bal- 
loted for at one and the fame time, 
and out of the gentlemen refidents of 
weftern fhore, who fhall be propofed 
as Senators, the nine who fhall, on 
finking the ballots, appear to have 
the greateft numbers in their favour, 
(hall be accordingly declared and re- 
turned duly elected ; and out of the 
gentlemen, refidents of the eaftern 
fhore, who fhall be propofed as Se- 
nators, the fix who fhall, on linking 
the ballots, appear to have the greateft 
numbers in their favour, fhall be ac- 
cordingly declared and returned duly 
elected; and if two or more, on th» 
fame fhore, fhall have an equal num- 
ber of ballots in their favour, by 
which the choice fhall not be deter- 
mined on the firft ballot, then the 
electors (hall again ballot before they 
feparate, in which they fhall be con- 
fined to the perfons who, on the firft 
ballot, fhall have had an equal num- 
ber; and they who fhall have the 
greateft number in their favour 0*1 the 
fecond ballot, fhall be accordingly 
declared and returned duly elected ; 
and if the whole number mould net 
thus be made up, becaufe of an equal 
number on the fecond ballot ftill being 
in favour of two or more perfons, 
then the election fhall be determined 
by lot, between thofe who have equal 
numbers ; which proceedings of the. 
electors fhall be certified under their 
hands, and returned to the Chancel- 
lor for the time being. 

17. That the electors or Senators. 

(ball 
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mall judge of the qualifications and 
elections of members of their body, 
and on a contefted election fhall ad- 
mit to a feat, as an elector, fuch 
qualified perfon as fhall appear to 
them :d have the greateft number of 
legal votes in his favour. 

i 8 . That the electors immediately 
on their meeting, and before they 
proceed to the election of Senators, 
take fuch oath of fupport and fidelity 
to this State, as this Convention of 
the Legiflature fhall direct, and alfo 
an oath " to elect, without favour, 
affection, partiality, or prejudice, 
fuch perfons for Senators, as they, in 
their judgment and confcience, be- 
lieve bell qualified for the office." 

19. That incafeof refufal, death, 
refignation, difqualification, or re- 
moval out of this State, of any Sena- 
tor, or on his becoming Governor, or 
a member of the Council, the Senate 
fhall immediately thereupon, or at 
their next meeting thereafter, elect 
by ballot, in the fame manner as the 
electors are -above directed to chufe 
Senators, another perfon in his place, 
for the refidue of the faid term of five 
years. 

20. That not lefs than a majority 
of the Senate, with their Prefident, 
(to be chofen by them by ballot) fhall 
conftitute an houfe for the tranfacting 
any bufmefs, other than that of ad- 
journing. 

21 . That the Senate fhall judge of 
the elections and qualifications of Se- 
nators. 

22. That the Senate may originate 
any other, except money bills, to 
which their affent or diflent only fhall 
be given, and may receive any other 
bills from the Houfe of Delegates, 
and affent, difTent, or propofe amende 
ments. 

23. That the General Affembly 
.meet annually, on the firft Monday 
of November, and if neceflaryoftener, 

24. That each Houfe fhall appoint 
its own officers, and fettle its own 
rules of proceeding* 



2c. That aperfbn of wifdom, ex- 
perience, and virtue, fhall be chofen 
Governor, on the fecond Monday of 
November, 1777, and on the fecond 
Monday in every year for ever there- 
after, by the joint ballot of both 
Houfes, to be taken in each Houfe 
refpectively, depofitedin a conference 
room, the boxes to be examined by 
a joint committee of both Houfes, 
and the numbers feverally reported, 
that the appointment may be enter- 
ed ; which mode of taking the joint 
ballot of both Houfes fhall be adopted 
in all cafes. But if two or more fhall 
have an equal number of.ballotsin 
their favour, by which the choice 
fhall not be determined on the firft 
ballot, then a fecond ballot fhall be 
taken, which fhall be confined to the 
perfons who, on the firft ballot, fhall 
have had an equal number; and if the 
ballotWhould again be equal between 
two or more perfons, than the elec- 
tion of the Governor fhall be deter- 
mined by lot, between thofe who 
have equal numbers ; and if the per* 
fon chofen Governor fhall die, refign, 
remove out of the State, or refufe to 
aft (fitting the General AfTembly) 
the Senate and Houfe of Delegates 
fhall immediately thereupon proceed 
to a. new choice in manner aforefaid, 

26, That the Senators and Dele 
gates, on the fecond Tuefday of No- 
vember, feventeen hundred and fe- 
venty-feven, and annually on the fe- 
cond Tuefday of November for ever 
thereafter, elect by joint ballot^ in 
the fame manner as Senators are di- 
rected to be chofen, five of the moft 
fenfible, difcreet and experienced 
men, above twenty-five years of age, 
refidents in the State above three 
years next preceding the election, 
and having therein a freehold of lands 
and tenements, above the value of 
of one thoufaricT pounds current mo- 
ney, to be the Council to the Go- 
vernor, whofe proceedings fhall be 
always entered on record, to any part 
whereof any member may enter h* 

( i di/Tent^ 
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di/Tent, and their advice, if fo re- 
quired by the Governor or any mem- 
ber of the Council, fhall be given in 
writing, and figned by the members 
giving the fame refpe&ively; which 
proceedings of the Council lhall be 
laid before the Senate, or Houfe of 
Delegates, when called for by them, 
or either of them. The Council may 
appoint their own clerk, who lhall 
take fuch oath .of fupport and fidelity 
to this State as this Convention or the 
Legiflature lhall direct, and of fe- 
crecy, in fuch matters as he lhall be 
directed by the Board to keep fecret. 

27. That the Delegates to Con- 
grefs from this State lhall be chpfen 
annually, or fuperfeded in the mean 
time, by the joint ballot of both 
Houfes of Affemby, and that there be 
a rotation in fuch manner that at leaft 
two of the number be annually chang- 
ed i and no perfon (hall be capable of 
being a Delegate to Congrefs for more 
than three in any term of fix years ; 
and no fterfbn who holds any office of 
profit in the gift of Congrefs lhall be 
eligible to fit in Congrefs, but if ap- 
pointed to any fuch office his feat 
fhall be thereby vacated : that no per- 
fon, unlefs above twenty-five years of 
age, and refident in the State more 
than five years next preceding the 
election, and having real and perfonal 
eftate in this State above the value of 
one thoufand pounds current money, 
ihaU be eligible to fit in Congrefs. 

General Washington to General 
: Sir William Howe, (in Anfvitr 

to Sir W. Howe'/ Letters. See 

fage 219.) 

Middle-Brook, June 10, 1777. 
Sir, 

Your feveral letters of the 21ft of 
April, 22d 6f May, and 5th inflant, 
have been received. * 

' Having Hated my fentiments in an 
explicit manner, in my letter of the 
'9th of April, upon the^ fubje& of 
your demand, and the difagreement 
between us, I thought it unneceflary 



to trouble you with a repetition of 
them. From the complexion of 
your'a of the 21ft of April, we ap- 
peared to differ fp widely, that I 
could entertain no hopes of a compro-r 
mife being effected, or that an an- 
fwer would produce any good en<L 

But as you have called on me again 
for my filial determination upon the 
matter, I fhall freely give it, after 
making forae obfervations upon what 
you have faid, with intention to ob- 
viate the obje&ions, on my part, tQ 
a compliance with your demand 
through Lieut, Col. Walcott. 

You admit the principle upon 
which my objection, to account for 
the whole number of prifoners fenc 
out by you, is founded, but deny 
the application, by delicately insi- 
nuating, in the firfl inftance, that 
the ill treatment complained of was 
an " expedient to cherifh popular de- 
lusion," and by aflerting, in the fe- ' 
cond, that fuppofing their fufferings 
to have been real, they were to be 
afcribed to other caufes than thofe af- 
frgned by me, 

I lhall not undertake to determine 
on whom the charge of endeavouring 
to excite popular delufion falls with 
moft propriety ; but I cannot forbear, 
intimating, that however fuccefsful 
ingenious mifcolourings may be in 
fome inftances, to perplex the under- 
standing in matters of speculation, yet 
it is difficult to perfuade mankind to 
doubt the evidence of their fenfes fi 
and the reality of thofe fa$s for 
which they can appeal to them. Un- 
lefs this can be done, permit me to> 
affure you, it will always be believed* 
whatever may be fuggefted to the con- 
trary, that men could not be in a 
more deplorable Situation than thofe 
unhappy ftffferers were, whcRare the 
fubjed df our difference. Did I ima- 
gine that you, Sir, had any ferious 
fcruplea on the occafion, I might 
produce, in fupport of what I have 
alledged, the ftrongeft proofs that 
human teftimonycan afford. 

To 
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To prove that the prifoners did not 
fuffer from any ill treatment, or ne- 
glect of your's, you fay, " they were 
confined in the moft airy buildings, 
and on board the largeft tranfports in 
the fleet. — That they were fupplied 
with the fame provisions, both in 
quantity and quality, :is were allowed 
to your troops not on fervice. — That 
the fick, mch of them as required 
peculiar care, were received into the 
Britilh hofpitals, and the reft attended 
by their own furgeons, who were 
fupplied with medicines without re- 
ftri£tions, till it was difcovered that 
they difpofed of large quantities by 
private fale." 

That airy buildings were chofen to 
confine our men in, is a fact I fhall 
not difpute ; but whether this was an 
advantage 6r not, in the winter fea- 
fon, I leave you to decide. I am 
inclined to think it was not, eipe- 
cially as there was a general complaint 
that they were deftitute of fire the 
greater part of the time, and were 
only prevented from feeling the in- 
clemency of the weather, in its ex- 
tremeft rigour, by their crouded fitu- 
ation. This I muft believe was not 
very conducive to their health; and, 
if we may judge by comparifons, we 
muft conclude they endured fimilar 
inconveniences on board the tranf- 
ports. 

As to the fupplies of provifion, I 
know not what they were. My ideas 
of the matter were drawn from their 
united teftimony, confirmed by their 
appearance, which reprefented the 
allowance as infuificient in quantity, 
bad in quality, and irregularly ferved. 
You yourfelf mention fome " acci- 
dental circumftances of omiftlon." I 
apprehend they were much more fre- 
quent than you were apprized of. It 
may not be improper to obferve, that 
there is a material difference between 
perfons confined and depriyed of every 
means of fubfiftence in aid of their 
allowance, and thofe who are at large, 
and have other refources, as i9 the 



cafe with your troops not on fervictf, 
who have the benefit of their pay, 
and what they can occafionally gain 
by their labour. You might alfo find 
from enquiry, that we made no di- 
ftinction in our fupplies between your 
foldiers, prifoners with us, and our 
own in the field. They were not 
Hinted to a fcanty pittance, but had 
full as much as they could' ufe, and 
of the belt kind. 

In refpecTto the attention paid to the 
fick, I am forry their accommodation 
was injured in any degree by the mis- 
conduct of the furgeons. I heartily 
join with you in reprobating their 
proceeding, and mail efteem it a fa- 
vour if you point out the perfons, and 
furnilh me with fuch proofs of their 
guilt as you may be poffeffed of. 

The more effectually to exonerate 
yourfelf from the confequences Im- 
puted to the neglect or ill treatment 
of the prifoners, you affert they had 
every comfort and affiftance from you 
. that your fituation would admit ; and 
that they wanted nothing but money 
and cloathing, which ought to have 
been furnifhed by me. 

Had we left your prifoners with us 
to depend entirely ,upoh the fupplies 
they drew immediately from you, 
their condition would have been little 
better than that of ours, in your 
hands. Your officers and foldiers can 
both inform you, that they expe- 
rienced every mark of public and pri- 
vate generofity that could be fhewn 
them ; frequent inftances might be 
adduced, that on notice of your men 
being in want, orders were imme- 
diately given that neceffaries mould 
be procured for them. Every thing 
was done on our part to facilitate any 
fteps you took for the fame end* You 
were permitted to haVe an agent 
among us, countenanced by public 
authority ; and allowed every latitude 
he could wifh to enable him to execute 
his office. I am forry to fay, the fame 
conduct has not been obferved towards 
us, and that there are inftances to 

Ii 2 ihow 
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mow, that far from endeavouring to 
remove the difficulties that neccfTarily 
lay in our way to mating fuch ample ' 
fupplies as we could wilh, obftacles 
have been' made, that might very 
well have been waved. A late in- 
ftance of this is to be found in your 
refufing to let us have a procuring 
agent with you, who might purchafe 
what was neceffary to fupply the 
wants of our men. You muft be fen- 
fible, that for want of a regular mode 
being adjufted, for mutually convey- 
ing fupplies, there was a neceffity for 
an exercife of generofity on both fides. 
This was done by us, and we fup- 
pofed would have been done by you, 
which made us lefs anxious in pro- 
viding than we mould have been, 
had we forefeen what has really hap- 
pened. We afcribed every deficiency 
on your part to the intermediate iitu- 
ation of affairs in this refpett ; and, 
looking forward to a, more provident 
arrangement of the matter, we thought 
it our duty not to let the prifoners with 
us be defUtute of any thing requiiite 
for their prefervation : and imagined 
that your reafonings and feelings 
would have been the fame. Your 
laying we were frequently advifed 
of their diftrefs, is of little avail. It 
was not done until it was too late to 
remedy the ill confequences of the 
paft neglett, and till our prifoners 
were already reduced to a miferable 
extremity. I wifh the fufferings may 
not have been encreafed, in the ar- 
ticle of cloathing, by their being de- 
prived of what they had, through 
" the rapacity of too many of their cap- 
tors ; reports of this kind have not 
been wanting. 

You farther obferve, that my own 
experience would fuggeft, whether 
our army, in the courfe of the laft 
campaign, was not fubjeft to the 
fame calamitous mortality with the 
prifoners in your pofTeflion. I cannot 
But confefs, that there was a great 
degree of iicknefs amongft us ; but 
I can allure you, that the mortality 



bore no kind of refemblance to that 
which was experienced by the pri- 
foners with you, and that the difor- 
dcrs in the camp had nearly ceafed, 
before the captivity of a large pro- 
portion of them. The garrifon that 
fell into your hands on the 1 6 th of 
November, was found, I am con- 
vinced, in good health* 

In reply to my intimation, that it 
would have been happy if the expe- 
dient offending out our men had been 
earlier thought of, you are pleafed to 
fay that the event has proved the cau- 
tion with which you ought to have 
adopted the meafure. What infe- 
rence can be drawn from my refufing 
to account for prifoners fcarcely alive, 
and by no means in an exchangeable 
condition, to warrant an insinuation 
that I mould have done the fame, 
had they been releafed under different 
circumftances, let your own candour 
determine. 

But then you afk,, " How is the 
caufe of debility in prifoners to be- 
afcertained ?" This feems to be con- 
fidered as a perplexing queftion. For 
my part, I cannot view it as involv- 
ing any great difficulty. There is 
no more familiar mode of reafoning 
than from effects to caufes, even in 
matters of the moft interefting im- 
portance. In the fubjeft before us, 
the appearance of the prifoners, and 
what eventually happened, proved 
that they had been hardly dealt with ; 
but their joint affeverations, aided 
by the information of others, not in- 
terefted in the diflrefs more than ay 
they regarded the rights of humanity, 
eftablifhed the faft too firmly for in- 
credulity itfelf to doubt it. 

I mould hardly believe you to be 
ferious in your application of the ex- 
ception, to which you allude, to the 
cale of Major-general Lee, if you had 
not perfifted in a difcrimination re- 
flecting him. I did not entertain 
the moft diftant idea, that he could T 
have been fuppofed to come under 
the defcription contained in it; and 

to 
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to force fuch a conflru&ion upon that 
gentleman's circumftances, however 
it may be an evidence of ingenuity, 
is but an indifferent fpecimen of can- 
dour. I (till adhere to what I have 
already advanced on this head, and 
can by no means think of departing 
from it. 

I am now to give you my final de- 
cifion on the fubjett of your demands. 
In doing this, I can little more than 
repeat what I have already faid. I 
am extremely defirous of a general 
exchange on liberal and impartial 
principles, and it is with great con- 
cern I find that a matter fo mutually 
interefting is impeded by unneceflkry 
obftacles. But I cannot confent to its 
taking place on terms fo difadvanta- 
geous, as thofe you propofe, and 
which appear to me fo contrary to 
juftice .and the fpirit of the agree- 
ment.' 

I think it proper to declare, that I 
with the difference between us to be 
adjufted on a generous and equitable 
plan, and mean not to avail myfelf 
of the releafement of the prifoners, 
to extort any thing from you, not 
compatible with the ftricteft juftice. 
Let a reafonable proportion of pri- 
foners to be accounted for, be fettled, 
and General Lee declared exchange- 
able, when we fhall have an officer 
ofyour's of equal rank in our pof- 
feffion ; I afk ho more. Thefe being 
done, I fhall be happy to proceed to 
a general exchange". But in the mean 
time I am willing that a partial one 
fhould take place for the prifoners 
now in your hands, as far as thofe in 
ours will extend, except with regard 
to Lieutenant-colonel Campbell and 
the Heffian field officers, who will be 
detained till you recognize General 
Lee a prifoner of war, and place him 
on the footing I claim. 

This latter proportion I am in- 
duced to make from the diftinction 
*vhich your letter of the zid of May, 
£eem% to hold forth, and I think it 



necefTary to add, that your condu£t ' 
towards prifoners will govern mine. 

The fituation of Lieut. Col. Camp- 
bell, as reprefented to you, is fuch 
as I neither wifhed nor approve. 
Upon the firft intimation of his com- 
plaints, I wrote upon the fubject, 
and hoped there would have been no 
further caufe»of* uneaiinefs. That 
gentleman, I am perfuaded, will do 
me the juftice to fay, he has received 
no ill treatment at my inftance. Un- 
necefTary feverity, and every fpecies 
of infult I defpife, and I truft, none 
will ever have juft reafon to cenfure 
me in this refpect. I have writtem 
again on your remonftrance, and have 
no doubt fuch a line of conduct will 
be adopted, as will be confiftent with 
the dictates of humanity, and agree- 
able to both his and your wifhes. 
I am, Sir, with due refpecl, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 
George Washington, 
His 'Excellency General Sir William 
Howe* 



For the Remembrancer. 

In a fpeech you fome time ago 
printed, addrefled by Governor Li- 
vingfton to the Council and Anembly 
of New-Jerfey, were many general 
cenfures on the conduct of our army* 
Their ravages were filled more than 
Gothic ; and their barbarity more 
than fa<uage. Thefe accufations were 
well founded, as the inclofed recital, 
taken from the New London Gazetti, 
will prove. Private letters give the 
moft fhocking accounts of a conti- 
nuance of the fame inhuman policy. 
Thefe, for the prefent, are withheld, 
as the Congrefs ■ have appointed a 
Committee, of which Dr. Wither- 
fpoon is Chairman, to prepare an au- 
thenticated hiftory of what in our day 
is filled, Britijb humanity I 

Gracious Heaven ! how is the En- 
glifh national character and glory de- 
graded and fallen ! 

From 
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from the New London Gazette. 
/ have been waiting for fome time in ex- 
pectation that fame able band would 
give an account of the fufferings of 
our poor men, PRISONERS in 
Ilew-ITork : but my expectation be* 
ing hitherto difappointed, if you 
have nothing better offered upon the 
fubjeSt, you may j if you pleafe, 
publijh what I herewith fend you, 
being the account which the pri- 
f oners them) elves give. 
As £bon as they were taken, they 
were robbed of all their baggage, of 
whatever money they had, though it 
were paper, and could be of no advan- 
tage to the enemy, of their filver (hoe- 
buckles, knee-buckles, &c. and many 
were dripped almoft naked of cloaths; 
efpecially thofe who had good cloaths 
were ftripped at once, being told, that 
fuch cloaths were too good for rebels* 
Thus, . deprived of their cloaths and 
baggage, they were unable to (hift 
tven their linen, and were obliged to 
wear the fame fhirts for three or four 
months together, whereby they be- 
came extremely nafty and loufy ; and 
this itielf had been fufficient to bring 
on them many mortal difeafes. 

After they were taken, they were in 
the fir ft place put on board die (hips, 
and thruft down into the hold, where 
not a breath of frefh air could be ob- 
tained, and they were nearly fuftb- 
cated for want of air; particularly 
fome who were taken at Fort Wa(h - 
ington, were firftin this manner thruft 
down into the holds of veflels, in fuch 
numbers, that even at the cold fea- 
fon of November, they could fcarcely 
bear any cloaths on them, being kept 
in a conftant fweat. Yet thefe fame 
perfons, after lying in this fituation 
for a while, till the pores of their bo- 
dies were as perfectly open as poffible, 
Were of a fudden taken out, and put 
into fome of the churches in New- 
York, without covering or a fpark of 
fire, where they fufFered as much by 
the cold as they did by the fweating 
ftagnaticn of the air in the other fitu- 



ation ; and the confequence was, that 
they took fuch colds as brought on the 
mod fatal difeafes, and fwept them off 
almoft beyond conception, 

Befides thefe things, they fufFered 
extremely for the want of provifions, 
and even water. The Commiflary 
pretended to allow them half a pound 
of bread, and four ounces of pork, 
per day ; but of this pittance they 
were much cut fhort. What was 
given them for three days, was not 
enough for one day, and in fome in- 
ftances they went For three days with- 
out a (ingle mouthful of food of any 
kind. They were pinched to that 
degree, that fome on board the (hips 
would pick up and eat the fait which 
happened to be fcattered there ; others 
gathered up the bran which the light 
norfe wafted, and eat that mixed with 
dirt and filth as it was. Nor was this 
all, both the bread and pork which 
they did allow them, was extremely 
bad ; for the bread, fome of it was 
made out of the bran which they 
brought over to feed their light horfe, 
and the reft of it was fo mouldy, and 
the pork was fo damnified, being 
foaked in bilge water, in the trans- 
portation from Europe, that they 
were not fit to be eaten by human 
creatures ; and when they were eaten ' 
were very unwholefome. Such bread 
and pork as they would not pretend 
to give to their own men, they gave 
to our poor, fick, dying prifoners. 

Nor were they in this doleful fitu- 
ation allowed a fufficiency of water. 
One would have thought that water 
is fo plenty and cheap an element, 
that they would not have grudged 
them that. But there are, it feems, 
no bounds to their cruelty. The 
water allowed them was fo brackilh, 
and withal nafty, that they could not 
drink it until reduced to extremity. 
Nor did they let them have a fuffi- 
ciency even of fuch water as this. . 

When winter came on, our poor 
people fufFered extremely for want of 
fire and cloaths to keep them warm. 

They 
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They were confined in churches, 
where there were no fire-places, that 
could make no fires even if they had 
had wood. But wood was allowed 
them only for cooking their pittance 
of victuals ; and for that purpofe very 
fparingly. They had none to keep 
them warm even in the extremeft of 
the weather, although they were al- 
moft naked, and the few cloaths they 
had left them were thin fummer 
cloaths. Nor had they a Tingle blan- 
ket, nor any bedding, not even ftraw, 
allowed them, rill a little before 
Chriftmas ; but during all the fum- 
mer, and die cold weather in the fall, 
&c. they were wholly deftitute of 
thefe neceflary articles. 

At the time that thefe were taken 
cm Long-Ifland, a confiderable part 
of them were fick of the dyfentery, 
and with this diftemper on them were 
crouded firft on board of the mips, 
afterwards into the churches in New- 
York, three, four, or five hundred 
together, without any blankets, or 
any thing for even the fick to lie 
upon, but the bare floors or pave- 
ments. In this fituation, that con- 
tagious ctyftemper foon communicated 
from the fick to the well, who pro- 
bably would have remained fo, had 
they not been in this manner jhruft 
in together, without regard to fick or 
well, or to the fultry, unwholefome 
feafon, it being then the heat of 
fuminer. Of this diftemper numbers 
died daily, and many others, by their 
confinement and the fultry feafon, 
contraSed fevers and died of them.— 
During their ficknefs with thefe and 
other difeafes, they had no medicine, 
nothing foothing or comfortable for 
fick people, and were not fo much as 
once vifited by any phyfician by the 
month together. 

Nor ought we to omit the infults 
which the humane Britons offered to 
our people, nor the artifices which 
they ufed to induce them to inlift 
into their fervice, and fight againft 
their country. It feems that one end 



of their ftarving our people, was to . 
bring them by dint of neceflity, to 
turn rebels to their own country, 
their confciences, and their God ; for 
while thus famifhing, they would 
come and fay to them, *' This is £he 
juft punifhment of your rebellion,— 
nay, you are treated too well for re- 
bels, —you have not received half you ■ 
deferve, nor half you mall receive ; 
but if you will inlift into his Majefty's 
fervice, you mall have victuals and 
cloaths enough." 

As to inlults, the Britifh officers, 
befides continually curfing and fwear- 
ing at them as rebels, often threaten- 
ed to hang them all ; and at a parti- 
cular time ordered a number to choofe 
each man his halter, out of a parcel 
offered, wherewith to be hanged ; 
and even went fo far as to caufe a 
gallows to be erected before the pri- 
fon, as if they were immediately to 
be executed. They further threat- 
ened to fend them all to the^ Eait- 
Indies, and fell them there for flaves. 
In thefe and numberlefs other ways, 
did the Britifh officers feem to rack 
their inventions to infult, terrify, and 
vex the poor prifoners. The meaneft 
upftart officers among them would 
infult and abufe our Colonels and 
chief officers. 

In this fituation, without cloaths, 
without victuals or drink, and even 
water, or with thofe which were fo 
bafe and unwholefome ; without fire ; 
a number of them fick at firft with a 
naufeous and contagious diftemper: 
thefe with others, eroded by hun- 
dreds into clofe confinement, at the 
moft unwholefome feafon of die year, 
and continued there for four months; 
without blankets, bedding or ftraw ; 
without linen to fliift, or cloaths to 
cover their bodies,— no wonder that 
they all became fickly, and having 
at the fame time no medicine, no 
help of phyficians, nothing to refrefh 
or iupport nature ; no wonder they 
died by fcores in a night. And thole 
who were fo forgone, as to be unable 
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to help themfelves, the workings of 
their diflemper parting through them, 
as they lay, could not be cleanfed for 
want of cloaths ; fo that many lay 
for fix, feven or eight days in all the 
£lth of nature and of the dyfentery, 
till death, more kind than Britons, 
put an end to their mifery. 

By thefe means, and in this way, 
above fifteen hundred brave Ameri- 
cans, who had nobly gone forth in 
the defence of their injured opprefTed 
country, but whom the chance of war 
Jiad call into the hands of our enemies, 
died in New-York : many of whom 
were very amiable promifing youths, 
of good families, the flower of our 
land. And of thofe who lived to 
come out of prifon, the greatefl part, 
fc far as I can learn, are either dead 
or dying : their conftitutions are 
broken, their flamina of nature worn 
out, they cannot recover, they die. 
Even the few that might have fur- 
vived, are dying of the fmall pox ; 
fcr it feems that our enemies, deter- 
mined that even thofe, whom a good 
conltitution and a kind Providence 
had carried through unexampled fuf- 
ferings, mould not at lafl efcape death, 
jufl before their releafe from impri- 
fonment, infected them with that fa- 
tal diftemper. 

To thefe circum fiances, I fhall fub- . 
join the manner in which they buried 
thofe of our people who died : *-They 
dragged them out of their prifons by 
one leg or one arm ; piled them up 
without cloors ; there let them be, 
till a fufficieJ> number were dead,* to 
make a cart load ; then loaded them 
up in a cart; drove the cart thus 
loaded out to the ditches made by our 
people when fortifying New-York, 
there they would tip the cart, tumble 
the corpfes together into the ditch, 
and afterwards fiightly cover them 
with dirt. 

By thefe things, we learn the tem- 
per of our enemies,' As Britons, they 
boafl of their politenefs, humanity 
pnd companion ; and now we fee wha? 



reafon they have to boafl of thofe vir- 
tues : their politenefs leads them to 
infult and vex the diflrefled, the dif- 
armed, who have not the means of 
liberty to redrefs ; yea, even the fick 
and dying : their humanity and com- 
panion led them, in cold blood to 
flaughter by hundreds and thoufands, 
their fellowmen, who had fubmitted 
to their power: and not barely to 
kill them, but to kill them by inches, 
to flarve them to death, to treat them 
ten times more cruelly, than if they 
had hung them all, the day they took 
them. Where were favages ever 
found in the wilds of America, more 
cruel, more inhuman, more blood 
thirfty, more brutal, more defthute 
of every human virtue ? Where, in 
all hiliory, can we find an inflance of 
more horrid treatment of prifoners ? 
Even the famous inflance of Calcutta 
is not to be compared with this : that 
refpe&ed a few, only 140; this, 
more than 3000 ; that was finifhed in 
one night; this was continued for four 
or five months : in that was exprefTed 
cruelty in one way only ; in this it is 
exprefTed many ways: that appears 
tahave been the fault of either incon- 
fideration, or fudden heat of paflion ; 
this mull have been the effect of cool 
reflection, and a preconcerted fyftem : 
and which of the two is the worft, 
which is the moll diabolical admits 
of no difpute. 

While our poor prifoners have been 
thus treated by our foes, the prifoners 
we have taken from them, have en- 
joyed liberty to walk and ride about 
within large limits, at their pleafure ; 
have been fully fupplied with every 
heceflary, and have ever lived on the 
fat of the land ; fo that fbme have 
been fo healthy, fo merry, fo plump 
and well fed as they. And this ge- 
nerous treatment, it is faid, they could 
not but remember; for when they 
were returned in the exchange of pri- 
foners, and faw the miferable, famifh- 
ed, dying flate of our prifoners, con- 
scious of the treatment they hacT re- 
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celved, they could not refrain from the militia aflembled in tlje moft fpi- 



tears. 

This doleful tale needs no comment 
or painting; the bare narration 
*' makes both the ears to tingle," 
and is more afFe&ing than all the 
figures of rhetoric. I mall not there- 
fore enlarge further ; but only add, 
that this , teaches us what fpirit our 
enemies are of, and what we are to 
expect from them, if we either fub- 
mit to be taken, or to be pardoned 
by them : for cruelty runs through a 
man's whole conduft, and he that is 
fo cruel in one part of his conduft 
will be cruel throughout ; and I am 
perfuaded> that the indignation of 
that merciful Being, who " hath no 
pleafure in the death even of the 
wicked," is raifed againft the authors 
of this barbarity ;— To the indignation 
of every friend to right, to mercy and 
to mankind, ought to be roufed here- 
by, together with a determinate re- 
folution to refift to the laft, fuch bar- 
barous — who delight in torture and 
blood ; and not to let the blood of 
fo many of our famiftied, tortured 
fellow citizens, cry for vengeance in 
vain. 



Philadelphia , June 25. 
Extra8 of a letter from General 

Washington to Congrefs, dated 

Middle-Brook, June 20, 1777. 

** When I had the honour ofad- 
dreffing you laft, I informed you that 
the main body of the enemy had 
marched from Brunfwick, and ex- 
tended their van as far as Somerfet 
Court-houfe. I am now to acquaint 
you, that after encamping between 
thefe two polls, and beginning a line 
of redoubts, they changea their 
ground yefterday morning and in the 
courfe of the preceding night, and 
returned to Brunfwick again, burn- 
ing as they went feveral valuable 
dwelling-honfes. 

** I muft obferve, and with pecu- 
liar fatisfaftion I do it, that on the 
firrt notice of the enemy's movement*, 



rited manner, firmly determined' to 
give them every annoyance in their 
power, and to airbrd us every poflible 
aid. This I thought it my duty to 
mention, in juftice to their conduct ; 
and J am inclined to believe, that 
Gen. Howe's return, thus fuddenly 
made, muft have been in confequence > 
of the information he received, that 
the people were in, and flying to, 
arms in every quarter to oppofe him." 
ExtraS of another letter from Gen. 
Washington to Congrejs, dated 
Head Quarters, Middle - Brook, 
June 22, 11 o J elock> P. Af. 
" I have the honour and pleafure 
to inform you, that the enemy eva- 
cuated Brunfwick this morning, and 
retired to Amboy, burning many 
houfes as they went along ; fome of 
them, from the appearance of the 
flames, were coniiderable buildings. 

" From feveral pieces of informa- 
tion, and from a variety of circum- 
ftances, it was evident that a move - 
was in agitation, and it was the ge- 
neral opinion that it was intended this 
morning. I therefore detached three 
brigades, under the command of Ma- 
jor-general Green, to fall upon their 
rear, and kept the main body of the 
army paraded upon the heights, to 
fupport them if there {hould m occa- 
fion. A party of Col. Morgan's re- 
giment of light infantry attacked and 
drove the Heffian picquet about fun- 
rife, and upon the appearance of 
Gen. Wayne's brigade," and Mor- 
gan's regiment (who got firft to the 
ground) oppofite Brunfwick, the ene- 
my immediately crofled the bridge to 
the eaft fide of the river, and threw 
themfelves into redoubts which they 
had before conftrufted. Our troops 
advanced brifkly upon them, upon 
which they quitted the redoutts, 
without making an opposition, and 
retired by the Amboy road. As all 
our troops, from the difference of 
their ftations in camp, had not come 
up, when the enemy began to movq 
K k ©ff, 
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off, it was impartible to check them, 
as their numbers were far greater than 
we had reafon to expect, being, as 
we were informed afterwards, between 
four and five thoufand men. Our 
people purfued them as L far as Pif- 
cataqua, but finding it impoflible to 
overtake them, and fearing they 
might be led on too far from the main 
body, they returned to Brunfwick. 
By information of the inhabitants, 
Gen. Howe, Lord Cornwallis, and 
Gen. Grant, were in the town when 
the alarm was firft given, but they 
quitted it very foon after. 

" In the purfuit, Gol. Morgan^ 
riflemen exchanged feveral (harp fires 
with the enemy, which, it is ima- 
gined, did confiderable execution. I 
am in hopes that they afterwards fell 
in with Gen. Maxwell, who was de- 
tached Iaft night with a ftrong party 
to Ke between Brunfwick and Am- 
boy, in order to interrupt any con- 
voys or parties that might be paffing ;. 
but I have yet heard nothing from 
him. 

i€ Gen. Green defires me to make 
mention of the conduct and bravery 
of Gen. Wayne- and Col. Morgan, 
and of their officers and men upon 
this occafion, as they conftantly ad- 
vanced upon an enemy far fuperior : 
t6 them in numbers, and well fecured 
behind ftrong redoubts. 
; " Gen. Sullivan advanced from : 
Rocky-Hill to Brunfwick with his 
ctfvifion ; but as he did not receive 
his order of march till very late at 
night, he did not arrive till the'enemy ' 
had been gone fome time. 
' Fublifhed by order of Congrefs, 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 
£xtra3 of a fetter from the Camp at 

Middle-Brook , dated June 23. 
* " I wrote two letters yefterday by 
different expreflfes, 'giving an account 
of our being in poffeffion of Brunf- 
wick, and the enemy retreating to 
Ambov, where we now hear their 
main oody have reached; their ad- 
vance guard about four miles between 
Woodbridge and Bonunvtown ; Ge- * 



neral Maxwell was near them, - alio 
General Parfons, with' his brigade, 
arid Lord Stirling, with his diviiion, 
is between them and our camp here ; 
near 6000 remain (of our troops) in ' 
Brunfwick. 

" The enemy have thrown their 
bridge (defigned for the Delaware) 
acrofs the Sound from Amboy to 
Staten Ifland, by which it is clear 
they defign to retreat, if clofely pufh- ' 
ed : the" weather laft night and this 
morning has been fo wet that nothing 
could be done, otherwife I believe, 
we mould have moved nearer to them ; . 
their retreat has been attended with 
fuch a deftruftion df property, that 
marks their defpair of poflefling this 
country ; and Sir William Howe's 
reputation as a General, muft be 
greatly lefTened in their qwn eyes. A 
want of confidence in a Commander 
in Chief, andrfhe troops' difpirited as 
their*s muft be, Can leave them no 
great profpett of ending the campaign 
with much advantage, which has 
opened fo inglorioufly." 

Extracl of a letter from a General 
: Officer in General Washing- 

T on 9 scamp at Middle-Brook, dated* 

the 2$dofJvne 9 1777.". 

** The enemy a few days ago form-- 
ed a defign of going to Philadelphia 
by land, and on the 1,5th inft. marched 
with one diviiion of the army to So- 
nferfet Court-houfe, in hopes o£ 
making Gen. Wafhington quit his 
place, and proceed on in their front to 
the Delaware ; but finding themfelves 
overpowered, the militia of this and 
the neighbouring States daily coming 
iri and furrounding them, and our 
lijjht troops harraffing them every 
night and day, killing and taking 
numbers, obliged them to quit their 
advanced poll about me in the morn- 
ing of the 1 gth (with more precipita- 
tion than you can imagine) and re- 
treat to Brunfwick^ burning and dp- ' 
ftroying'all farm houfes on the road. . 
Their cruelty fhewn the inhabitants is 
beyond the powers of human utterance 
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to exprefs ; not content with plunder- 
ing, they ruined and defaced' every 
public edifice, particularly thofe which 
were creeled and dedicated to Al- 
mighty God. 

t€ A Council of War was held on 
the night of the 21 ft, and refolved to 
march a part of our army to their 
lines near Brunfwick, and give them 
battle, if their numbers were equal. 
.For this purpofe three brigades were 
.criered to parade and move after 
dufk, under the command of Major 
Gen. Green- and Brigadiers Wayne, 
Varnum and Debore. At fun rife 
.Wayne's arrived at their advanced 
picquet ; our light troops on the left 
nWk began to fkirmifti ; the guards 
gave way after a faint refiftance, and 
the brigade advanced in good order, 
took pofleffion of the heights above 
Brunfwick, on the eaft and weft fides 
of the Ran ton. We foon perceived 
the whole of the enemy in motion ; a 
column advanced with a (hew of at- 
tack, while their main body began 
to retreat : upon this difcovery our 
artillery began a warm cannonade on 
them, which occafioned them to aban- 
don the town and their feveral en- 
campments, leaving feveral tents, a 
vaft deal of blankets, camp-kettles, 
waggons, carts, horfes, &c. Such a 
running I never faw. We took pof- 
feffion of the town in lefs than fifteen 
minutes. 

The enemy's lofs of killed, wound* 
ed, and taken, amounts to between 
two or three hundred. They have 
gone to Amboy, and to-day we fhall 
oblige them to take poft on Staten 
Ifland, the place they left this time 
twelvemonth. Thus, Sir, have we 
drove the proud Britifli troops ; they 
were to have deftroyed Brunfwick, 
but we advanced too foon for them, 
Not a houfe have they left on the 
road, except where the owners were 
Tories. The fpear General* Howe 
leaned on in this State has at length 
pierced his hand ; in the hour of his 
fliftrefs fell from him like the autum r 



5? ) 

nal leaves. What Gen. HowewiJl 
attempt next is uncertain ; every 
fcheme is defeated, and we have* 
like the 

" Tyrannous breathings of the North f 
Checked all his buds from blowing" 

N. B. Gen. Suluvan's divifion is 
encamped at Brunfwick. Our lofs 
are killed two, wounded feven. 
Extrad of a letter, dated Campy Mid- 
. die-Brook, June 22J, 1777. 
" I have juft feeu the examination 
of a perfon of veracity who is come 
out of New- York. — The defcription 
he gives of the treatment of our pri- 
foners is fhocking, beyond defcrip- 
tion. They are allowed but three 
ounces of fait pork per day, which 
they are frequently obliged to eat 
raw, and three pounds of bread per 
week. The humane and compafr 
fionate (for fuch it feems there are 
even among Tories) are debarred from 
affording them the leaft affiftance; 
and they are infulted and abufed in 
the grofleft and moft illiberal terms j 
for the ilighteft offences they are con- 
fined in dungeons, and loaded with 
irons. — r How long will the patience 
and humanity of the much injured 
Americans be proof againft fuch rei- 
terated abufe and infult? One, of our 
poor fellows in the prifon, in a fit of 
agony and derpair, threw himfelf on 
the floor and exclaimed, " Good 
God ! Am I then reduced to the fatal 
necenlty, either of taking up arms 
againft my country, or perifhing with 
hunger ? No. I will die ten thoufand 
deaths Gift.' 7 This is no exaggerated 
pi&ure ; they are fubftantial fa&s. 

" The militia have turned out 
with amazing fpirit, and behaved (as 
JJurgoyne faid on another occafion) 
*' to a charm." All party difputes 
have totally fubfided at Philadelphia, 
and they are now firmly united in 
fupport of the common caufe. Never 
fince the commencement of our pre. 
fent difputes have I felt my mind 
more at eafe about the iflue of it ; 
and I doubt, we ihali put a glorious 
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end to the present campaign, and a 
final period to all pretence (in Great- 
Britain) of domination over Ame r 
rica." 



Whitehall \ Augufi 2?, 1 77 7. 
Copy of a letter from the Honourable 

General Sir William Howe to 

Lord Gzoigr Ge&main* 

New-Fork, July 5, 1 77 7. 
My Lord, 

Having eftabli/hed a corps fufficient 
for the defence of Amboy, the army 
affembled at Brunfwick on the 1 2th of 
June. 

The enemy's principal force being 
enC:mped upon the mounta:n above 
Quibble-town, with a corps of two 
thuuiand men at Prince-town, it was 
thought advifeable to make a move- 
ment in two columns from Brunfwick 
on trie 14th in the morning, leaving 
Brigadier-general Matthew with 2000 
men to guard that pon\ The* firft 
divifion, under the cpmmand of Lord 
GornwaHis, advanced to Hillfborough, 
and the fecond to Middle Bufh, under 
the command of Lieutenant-general 
De Heifter, with a view of drawing 
on an a&ion, if the enemy fhould re- 
move from the mountain towards the 
Delaware ; but on finding their in- 
tention to keep a pofition which it 
would not have been' prudent to at- 
tack, I determined, without lofs of 
time, to purine the principal objects 
of the campaign by withdrawing the 
army from Jerfey; and in cpnfequence 
of this determination returned to the 
camp at Brunfwick on the 19th, and 
marched from' thence to Ambby on 
the 2 2d, intending to crofs to Staten 
Ifland, from whence the embarkation 
Was to take place. 

Upon quitting the camp at Brunf- 
wick, the enemy brought a few troops 
forward with two or three pieces of 
4 cannon, which they fired at the ut- 
moft range without the leaft execution 
or any return from us ; they alfo 
pufhed fome battalions into the woods 
to harrafs the rear where Lord Corn- 



wallis commanded, who fopn dif- 
perfed them with the lofs of only two 
hien killed and thirteen wounded; 
the enemy having nine killed, and 
about thirty wounded. 

The, neceflary preparations being 
finifhed for croffing the troops to Staten 
Ifland, intelligence was received that 
the enemy had moved down from the 
mountain, and taker} poft at Quibble- 
town; intending, as it was given out, 
to attack the rear of the army re- 
moving from Amboy ; that two corps 
had alfo advanced to their left, — one 
of 3000 men and 8 pieces of cannon, 
under the command of Lord Stirling, 
Generals Maxwell and Conway ; the 
laft faid to be a Captain in the French 
fervice,— the other corps confiited of 
about 700 men, with only one piece 
of cannon. 

In this fituation of the enemy, it 
was judged advifeable to make a 
movement that might lead on to an 
attack, which was done th£ 26th 
in the morning in two columns; 
Ihe right, under the command of 
Lord Cornwallis, with Major-general 
Grant, Brigadiers Matthew and Lef- 
lie, ?nd Colonel Donop, took the 
rout by Woodbridge towards Scotch 
Plains ; the left column where J was, 
with Major-generals Sterne, Vaughan 
and Grey, Brigadiers Cleaveland and 
Agnew, marched by Metuchin Meet r 
ing-houfe to join the rear of the right 
column in the road from thence to 
Scotch Plains, intending to have takea 
feparate routs about two miles after 
the junction, in order to have attacked 
the enemy's left flank at Quibble- 
town. Four battalions were detached 
in the morning, with fix pieces of 
cannon, to take poft: at Bonham-townl 
' The right column, having fallen 
in with the aforementioned corps of 
700 men foon after pafling Wood-; 
oridge, gave' the alarm, by the firing 
that ehfued, to their'main army af 
Quibble-town, which retired to the 
, mountain with the utmoft precipita- 
tion. The fmall corps was clofely 
"■•'"- puihe^ 
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pnfhed by the light troops, and with 
uifficul ty got off their pieces of cannon. 

Lord Cornwallis, foon after he was 
upon the road leading to Scotch Plains 
from Metuchin Meeting-houfe, came 
up with the corps commande4 by 
Lord Stirling, who he found advan- 
tageoufly pofted in a country much 
covered with wood, and his artillery 
well difpofed. The King's troops, 
vying with each other upon this occa- 
fiotf, prefled forward to fuch clofe 
a£tion, that the enemy, though in- 
clined ;o refift, could not long main- 
tain their ground againft fo great im- 
petuofity, but were difperfed on all 
tides, leaving behind tJiree pieces of 
brafs ordnance, three Captains and 
fbcty men killed, and upwards of two 
hundred officers and men wounded 
and taken. 

His Lordftiip had five men killed, 
and thirty wounded. Captain Finch 
pf the light company of the guards 
was the only officer who fuffered, and 
to my great concern the wound he 
received proving mortal, he died the 
20th of June at Amboy. 

The troops engaged in this action 
were the lft light infantry, ift Britirti 
grenadiers, ift, 2d, and 3d Heffian 

SenacLers; ift battalion of guards, 
effian chafleurs, and the Queen's 
rangers. I take the liberty of par- 
ticularizing thefe corps, as Lord Corn- 
wallis, in his report to me fo highly 
extols their merit and ardour upon 
this attack. One piece of cannon was 
taken by the guards, the other two 
by Colonel MingerooVs battalion of 
^EiefTian grenadiers. 

The enemy were purfued as far as 
Weftfield with little efteft, the day 
proving, fo jntenfely hot, that the 
foldiers couicl with difficulty continue 
their march thither; in the mean 
*pme it gave opportunity for thofe 
flying to efcape by fculking in the 
thick woods, until night favoured 
their retreat to the mountain, 
' The army lay that night at Weft- 



field, returned the next day to Rawa£, 
and the day following to Amboy. 
On the 30th, at ten o'clock in the fore- 
noon, the troops began to crofs over 
to Staten Ifland, and the rear guard, 
under the command of Lord Corn- 
wallis, pafled at two in the afternoon, 
without the leaft appearance of aa 
enemy. 

The embarkation of the troops is 
proceeding with the utmoft difpatch, 
and I mail have the honour of fend- 
ing your Lord (hip further information 
as foon as the troops are landed at the 
place of their destination. 

With the moft perfect refpeft I 
have the honour to be your Lordftiip** 
moft faithful and moft obedient fer- 
vantj W. Howi. 

ExtraSl of another letter from the 
Honourable General Sir Willi ah 
Howe to Lor J George Gekmain 
dated New-Fork, July 15, 1777. 
Various accounts have been lately 
brought from the northern part of this 
province, in regard to the army from 
Canada ; and I have this day had the 
fatisfaclion to receive a letter from 
Lieutenant-general Burgoyne, with a 
confirmation of his being before Ti- 
conderoga; a copy of which your 
Lordfhip has inclofed; intelligence 
otherwise received leaves no room to 
doubt his being in pofleflion, but it 
does not come from authority fo cer- 
tain as to juftify me in a pofitive de- 
claration of the fa6t 
' I am extremely concerned, my 
Lord, to cloie this letter with a cir- 
cumftance as diftrefling as it was un- 
expected. An exprefs is juil arrived 
from Rhode-Ifland with intelligence, 
that a fmall party of the rebels made 
a defcent there on the night of the 
1 oth inftant, furprized Major-general 
Prefect in his quarters, carried him 
oiF, and Lieutenant Barrington of tha 
7th regiment, with fuch difpatch and 
fecrecy as to fruftrate every attempt 
torefcue them. 

ExtraQ 
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ExiraS of a Utter from Lieutenant-ge- 
neral B u R G o r N E to the Honourable 
Sir William Howe, dated Camf 
before Hiconderoga^ July 2, 1777. 
I wait only fome neceflaries of the 
lieavy artillery, which have been re- 
tarded by contrary winds upon Lajte 
Cham plain, te open batteries upon 
Ticonderoga. 

The army is in the fulleft powers 
of health and fpirit. I have a large 
body of favages, and (hall be joined 
'by a larger in a few days, Ticonde- 
roga reduced, I (hall leave behind 
me proper engineers to put it in an 
impregnable (late; and it will be 
garrifoned from Canada, where all 
the deftined fupplies are fafely ar- 
rived. My force therefore will be 
left complete for future operations. 

Admiralty-Office* Auguft 23, 1777. 

Ext r ad of a letter from Sir George 

Collier, Commander of bis Ma- 

jefy's Jhip the Rainbo<w y to Mr. 

v Stephens, dated at Halifax, July 

I failed from this port in the morn- 
ing of Sunday the 6th inftant, and in 
the afternoon difcovered three fail, to 
which we immediately gave chace ; 
[but from the diftance I could form no 
judgment of their force, or what they 
were; the Vittpr brig was at this 
time in company three or four miles 
aftern, and as her rate of failing was 
inferior to that of the Rainbow, I 
made the fignal for her making more 
fail, to avoid feparating from her: 
at fun-fet we had gained (b much on 
the chace as to difcover they were 
large (hips, (landing as we were on 
the ftarboard tack, with the wind at 
W. N. W. I judged from thence, 
that the^ were bound to fome of the 
ports of New-England. 
• I followed them with all the fail 
I could croud, and at dawn of day 
next morning we faw them again 
about three points on the weather 
bow, with a (loop in company ; the 
breft fail I carried all night had in- 
fcreafedrthe diflance from the Victor 



brig fo much, that me was no longer 
difcemabie from the maft-head. 

The (hips we were in chace of were 
about 5 or 6 miles diftant, and from 
many circumftances I had no doubt 
were part of the rebel fleet, which had 
failed fome time before from Bofton, 
under the command of Manley ; con- 
tinuing the chace, and gaining upon 
them, they quitted the floop, and fet 
her on fire, going off in a regular line 
of battle ahead, and (etting top gal- 
lant royals, and every (ail that could 
be ufeful to them. 

A little after fix we difcovered an- 
other fail (landing towards the rebel 
(hips ; (he crofled us on the contrary 
tack at about four miles diftance, and 
put about when (he could fetch their 
wakes ; from her not making the pri- 
vate fignal to me, I concluded that 
(he was another of the rebel frigates, 
and therefore paid no regard to- an 
Englifti red enfign (he hoifted, and 
two guns (he fired to leeward. 

About ten in the morning the ene- 
my's Ihip went away laflting, and 
three quarters of an hour afterwards 
I was furprized to fee feveral (hot ex- 
changed between the fternmoft of 
them and the ftranger who had lail 
joined, and whom I had hitherto 
looked upon as another of their fleet. 
I then hoifted my colours ; fhortly 
after which the two (lernmoft of the 
rebel frigates hawled their wind, 
whilft the headmoft kept away about 
two points from it. This brought 
the Engliih (hip (which I afterwards 
found was the Flora) .more abreaft of 
them, who pafled to windward, ex- 
changing a broadfide with each, and 
pursuing the fugitive, who, from the 
alteration two or three times of her 
courfe, feemed uncertain which way 
to fteer. The Flora gaining faft upon 
her, which (he perceiving, hawled her 
wind again, and foon afterwards 
tacked and ftood after her comrades, 
exchanging a broadfide with the Flora 
as they pafled each other; 

I was jaft putting about after the 

two 
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two fhips, when I ©bferved this un- 
expected manoeuvre of the rebel fri- 
gates, which made me flandon fome- 
thing longer before I tacked, hoping 
to get her within reach of my guns 
as (he paired me : I accordingly did 
fp, but had not the good fortune to 
bring down either a niaft or fail by 
my fire. 

I tacked immediately after her, 
and Toon afterwards faw the headmofl 
rebel frigate put about; fhe parted' 
me juft out of gunfhot to windward, 
and appeared a very fine fhip of 34 
guns, with rebel colours flying. One 
of the gentlemen of my quarter-deck 
had been a prifoner lately at Bofton, 
and knew her to be the Hancock,; on- 
board of whom Manley commanded ; 
the fea-officer in whom the Congrefs 
place great confidence, and who is the 
fecond in rank in their navy. 
» The fhip I had fired upon I found 
©utfailed me, and foon after my tack- 
ing went away lafking, whilft the 
other frigate kept her wind. I then 
faw with concern, that one of the 
tliree mufl unavoidably efcape, if 
they thus fleered different courfes ; I 
therefore judged it befl to put about 
and follow the Hancock, which ap- 
peared the largeft (hip. Whilfl I 
was in flays, the Flora paned me 
very near in purfuit of the fhip I had 
fired upon. 

It was about two o'clock in the af- 
ternoon of Monday the 7th of July,, 
that I tacked afteV Manley, who 
feemed at firft rather to outfail the 
Rainbow; but I underftood after- 
wards, that to endeavour making his 
fhip /ail better, he ftarted all his water 
forward, and by that means put her. 
out of trim. An hour before the~ 
clofe of day, he altered his courfe, 
and kept away large; however, we 
got fo near to him before dark, as 
enabled us, by means ■ of a night- 
glafs, to keep fight of him all night. 
At dawn of day he was not much 
more than a mile a-head of me ; foon 
after which we faw a fmall fail to 



leeward, which >we found to be the 
Viftor brig, who, as we paiTed, fired . 
at the rebel frigate, and killed one 
of the men at the wheel, but was not 
able, from bad failing, to keep up, 
or come near any more. About four , t 
in the morning I -began firing the 
bow-chace upon her, with occasional 
broadfides loaded with round and 
grap?, as I could bring them to bear, 
fome of which ftruck her mafb and 
fails. At half an hour paft eight I 
was fo near as to hail her, and let* 
them know, that if they expe&ed 
quarter, they mufl flrike immediately. 
Manley took a few minutes to con- 
fider; and a frefher breeze jull then 
fpringing up, he availed himfelf of 
it, by attempting to fet fome of tfce 
fleering fails on the other fide, I 
therefore fired into him ; upon which 
he ftruck die rebel colours to his Ma- 
jefty's fhip, after a chace of upwards 
of 39 hours. 

I fent my firft Lieutenant, Mr. 
Haynes, to take pofTeflion. She 
proved to be a rebel frigate, fitted 
out by the Congrefs, called the Han- 
cock, of 32 guns, moflly 12 poun- 
ders, and had about 229 men on 
board : her complement is 290 men ; 
the remainder were in the Fox. She 
is a very large frigate, quite new ofF 
the flocks ; and I am, informed that* 
though from her foulnefs and their 
mifmanageroent we came up with her, 
yet that fhe is one of the fafleft failing 
fhips ever built. 

Mr. Manley informed me, that 
the fhip the Flora was in chace off, 
was his Majefty's fhip the Fox of 28 
guns, which he had lately taken cm 
the Banks of N«wfoundland ; and 
that the other frigate was the Bofton 
of 30 guns, commanded by M'NeaL 
I found Captain Fotheringham, late t 
commander of the Fox, and forty of 
his people, on board the Hancock;- 
but his officers and fome of his men , 
were put on board the Boflon frigate, 
and the remainder fent in a hihing , 
veiTel to Newfoundland. 

* ~ After* 
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After taking out the prifoners, I 
found it necefiary, from their num- 
bers being very near as many as my 
own (hip's company, to return to Ha- ' 
lifax, where I arrived with my prize 
oh the 1 1 th inftant. 

I had the great fatisfa&ion on my 
arrival to find the Flora and the Fox 
both here : fhe had retaken the latter 
Jhortly after I parted her. 

Sir George Collier, in the above 
letter, gives an account, 
: That, advice being received on the 
t6th oPiune^ of a party of the rebels, 
fuppofed to confift of about 200 men, 
Itfivmg landed in the river St. John's, 
ie ordered^ Captain Hawker of the ' 
Mermaid, with the Gage armed floop 
ahd Nova Scotia armed fchooner, to 
proceed with the utmoft expedition 
into that river; that Major-general 
Mafley orde/ed (bme of the Highland 
regiment to embark on board the 
Mermaid ; that he alfo ordered the ' 
Vulture (loop and Hope fchooner from 
the bafbn of Minas ahd Annapolis, to 
join Captain Hawker; and that a de- 
tachment was likewife fent from Fort 
Cumberland, under' Brigadier-major 
Stedholm, who was to command all 
the troops on this fervice. That Cap- 
tain Hawker arriving off St, John's- 
Road on the 27th, found the Vulture 
in that river, ahd was informed by 
♦Captain Feattus, that the rebels had 
taken pofleffion of the town, and had 
£red on his boats, and wounded fix 
of his men on their attempting to 
land. That when the Mermaid an- 
chored in the road, the rebels quitted 
the town, and polled themfelves in 
the woods, round the harbour ; that 
neither the Hope, nor any of the 
armed veiTels with the troops from 
Fort Cumberland were arrived ; but 
that Captain Hawker, neverthelefs 
thinking he had a fufficient force to 
attack the rebels, made a difpofition 
accordingly ; that Major Stedholm 
critically arriving, took the command 
ofthe-detachment upon their landing, : 
and marched them jftto the woods, < 



dividing his party fo well, and giving 
Co brifk a fire, that the rebels were 
fbon put to flight ; and being better 
acquainted with the country than the 
King's troops, made their efcape by 
gaining the whale-boats, and pufhed 
up the river above the falls. The 
lofs on* either fide was very incon- 
fiderable. 



Diftributzon of the Britijh Forces un~ ' 
dcr the command of Sir William 
Howe, AT. B. 

Head Quarters, dmhoy, June 23, 

™ '777-. 

The army to be brigaded, and to 
embark in the following manner : 

Britiih,— General Sir William Howe, 
Lieutenant - general Earl Corn- 
' wallis. 

2 Battalions of Light Infantry.— 
Lieut. Colonel Abercrombie and 
Major Craig; Major Maitland and 
Major Straubenzie. 

2 Battalions of Grenadiers,- — Lieut; 
Col. Medows and Major Mitchell ; 
Lieut. Colonel Monckton and 
Major Gardiner. 

Brigade of Guards, ift and 2d Bat- 
talion,— —Brigadier-general Mat- 
thew. 

ift Brigade,— No Officer appointed, 
4th, 23d, 28th, and 49th regi- 
ments. 

2d Ditto,.-^— Major-general Grant, 
5th, 16th, 27th, 40th,and55threg. 

3d Ditto,— f— Major-general Gray, 
15th, 42d, 2 battalions, 44th, and 

, 17th regiments. 

4th Ditto, — Brigadier-general Ag- 
new, 3^d, 37th, 46th, and 64th 
regiments. 

5th Ditto,— Brigadier-general Leilie, 
71ft, 3 battalions. 

16th Light Dragoons. 

Heffians. Lieut. General Knip- 

haufen. 

Heflian and Anfpach Chaffeurs, — 
• Colonel Donop. 

Mungerode, Lengerkin and Lin- 

fign's Battalions of Grenadiers.— 
' Major-general: Scijn. 

Du 
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£u Corps,— Mcrbach, Donop, and 

Loofe's Battalions. 

jft Battalion of Anfpach. 

On York-Ifland and King's-Bridge. 

Lieut. General Sir Henry Clinton. 

At King'r-Bridge. 

Major-general Vaughan. 

7th, ?6th, 35th, and 63d regiments 

of foot, 17th light dragoons. 
Heffian*.— Major-general Schmidt 
Prince pari, Srein, Trimbach, Wef- 

fenback, and Kolher's grenadiers, 
•Major-general Tryon, three batta- 
lions of Provincials. 
At New-York. Major-general Jones. 
38th and 4.5th regiments, and a Hef- 
iian regiment, Prince Hereditaire. 
Staten-Ifland. 
Brigadier-general Campbell. 
5 2d regiment, Waldeck's regiment, 
and two battalions of Anfpach. 
Paulas Hook, 57th regiment. 
f . Long-Ifland- 
A battalion of Provincials. 
. .- At Rhode-Ifland. 

Major-general Pigot and Brigadier- 
. general, Smith* 
22d, 43d, and 54th regiments. 
; . Heffians. — Colonel Lofberg, 
Pitforth, Huzze, JJunaw, anjl Wittr 
.. , ginaw. 

NenvrTpri, July 21. 
Copy of a letter fent by a Flag cf 
Truce, from J. Vbrnum, Briga- 
difr-general, in the rebel, army* to 
Colonel Lossberg, Commanding 
Qfficer *f jhelHeffian tropps at 
Rhode- JJland, dated Headquarter^ 
c fi<verton. 

"Sir, , 
" The afcendancy, pf.viqe, the 
^ntroul of paflions alone, have ren- 
dered war neceflary and lawful. It 
cannot precede an actual tyranny and 
a refufalof reparation which fuppofed 
3 demand* Jleprifals are frequently 
attended with .declarations and coa- 
/equential hoflilities.. The caufe of 
iiumanity, the importance of civil 
Societies, . make thefe _pre-requifites 
(o much etfeemed by th$ Jaw of Ma- 



ture. Religion, in its matchjefs 
evangelick difplay, excites ,• us. to an 
univerfal philanthropy* and conse- 
quently hot to levy war but front 
neceflity. Have thefe or fimilar mea- » 
fures been adopted, by the Prince of 
Heflb Caflel, in fending his troops to 
America?... What, compaction, what 
tie, what breach of faith, wjxat in- 
jury, what national' caufe relative to 
Hefle Cafiel and America, anteceded 
your, ravages in the, country ? Two 
countries, two territories, kingdoms 
or flates, not united by. polit'cal fti- 
pu.lations, are J ike two individuals in 
a Hate of nature, equally independent. 
The firft violation amounts to murder, 
robbery, pr plunder. fiy tvery rea 
fon, by every law, you are entitled 
to vindictive jufticc, but, the pleni- 
tude of American pity, ^enderneft, 
and mercy, has caufed your deluded 
troops,' captives in our pofleflian, , $0 
tafte thofe fweeu of freedom to which 
before they , were perfect ftrangexs , 
The man who, nobly fights in t£e 
caufe of his country, in defence of &s 
violated laws and liberties, while \t 
feels the approbation of an hon^ft 
man,, while he enjoys the praifes of 
all the virtuous and brave; he anti- 
cipates the joys of Heayen , preluded 
by tfte. rectitude of his mind. t jBut 
the man who fights for gain (a fordid 
mercenary) wh^t is he ? ylhy do Hefr 
frans contend . wkh Americans ? ?y 
Nature they are , brethren, the ohV 
pring of one uniyerfal Parent, bound 
by the .universal laws of, God to mat 
tuai benevolence. The glittering 
coin of Britain, or her dark intrigues, 
has interpofed* The confequence 
you know. You are Grangers P 
your brethren here, except adaftard 
few, they love you, an4 wifo yqu 
well. Thefe few may join with Bri- 
tain, You call us rebels, Did ever 
America, rebel againft the laws of 
Hefle CafTel ? A general breach of 
laws conftitutes rebellion. Think 
again,, and. change ye ;the epithet. 
Could you know the caufe, the man- 
h 1 mrs, 
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ners, the religion, an£ the injuries of 
America, you would add your num- 
bers to her virtuous fons, and live in 
peace and plenty. I am, &ir, your 
moft obedient and humble fervant, 

J. Vainum. 
to the Hejfian Officer firft in Rank, 
Rhcde-IJland. 

By his Excellency Sir William 
Howe, Knight of the Mpft Ho- 
nourable Order of the Bath, Ge- 
neral and Commander in Chief 
t*e.&t.ffe. ' 
PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas many veflels have arrived, 
and are daily arriving in this port, 
with cargoes of different kinds for the 
tife of his Majefty's forces, under my 
command, and for the ufe of the in- 
h- biunts of fuch parts of the province 
oi New-York as are or may be under 
the protection of his Majefty's forces; 
in order that the importers may not 
fuffer by the detention of fuch car- 
goes on board fhips, 1 as well as to pre- 
vem any part thereof from being clan- 
d^dirnU conveyed to the rebels : I 
have t nought fit to ifiue this Procla- 
mation, appointing Andrew Elliot, 
Efq. to be Superintendant of all im- 
ports and exports to and from the 
'Ifland of New-York, Long-Ifland, 
and Staicn-lfiund, (tranfports, vic- 
tuallers, 'and prices excepted) : hereby 
ordering and commanding all mafters 
of merchant mips, immediately on 
their arrival, to make entry of the 
Veflels, and deliver in proper mani- 
fefts of their cargoes, on oath, at the 
Superintendant's office ; and any goods 
found on board, not inferted in the 
fiid manifefts, fliall be feized and 
forfeited ; and if any mailer of a vef- 
fel, arriving in this.portor its depen- 
dencies, as^ aforefaid, fhall break 
"bulk, or fufter the fame to be -done, 
before he has obtained a permiffion in 
writing from the Superintendant or 
his deputy, any part, of the cargo fo 
landed fhall be feized and forfeited, 
and the mailer, liable to imprifon- 



ment ; and all rum, fpirits, fugar, 
molafles, and fait imported, are tote 
flored at the expence of the owners or 
importer, in warehoufes by them to 
be provided, under the infpection of 
theTaid Superintendant or his officers, 
with whxJhi the keys are to be lodged, 
who will grant permiffions when the 
fime or any part thereof is fold for 
the ufe of the army, navy, or inha- 
bitants, fuch permlflion always fpe- 
cifying the quantity, and -to whom 
the fame is difpofed. 

And I do further order and direci, 
that no goods or merchandize what- 
ever fhall be laden on board any fhip 
or vefTel (fuch as are in his Majefty's 
fervice excepted) until pernnffion in 
writing is firil obtained from the Su- 
perintendant's office, fpecifying the 
quantity and quality of the goods Yo 
intended to be laden, with the vefTel 
and matter's name, and where bound ; 
and all goods and merchandize found* 
on board any fhip or vefTel for which 
permifllon has not been obtained, 
ihall be feized and forfeited, together 
with the vefTel, and the mafter liable 
to imprifonment. 

And I do further order, that no 
fhip or vefTel (fuch as are in his Ma- 
jefty's fervice excepted) fhall leave 
this port or its dependencies, until 
the mafter fhall deliver in at the Su- 
perintendant's office a manifeft da 
oath, fpecifying the quantity and 
quality of the goods, and by whom 
/hipped, together with the penniffions 
granted for the loading of the ve/Tels, 
. as above directed ; and if it fhall ap- 
pear to the Superintendant or his de- 
puties, that no fraud has been com- 
mitted, arid the intention of this Pro- 
clamation is fully complied with, he 
is hereby directed to grant a certificate 
cf : the fame, annexed to a certified 
o:py of fuch manlfeil, with permif- 
-fion to leave the pert ; snd' any vefgtl 
leaving, this port (except as above ex- 
cepted) without having firfl complied 
with the directions herein before con- 
tained, fhall be forfeited, together 

' > with 
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With the cargo on board, and the 
matter liable to imprifonment ; nei- 
ther are veflels in ballaft to depart the 
- pei$ without permiflion frbm the Su- 
perintendant, as aforefaid. 

And in order that the inhabitants 
of Long-Ifland and Staten-Ifland may 
l?e furnimed with neceflaries, and at 
the Tame time to prevent fupplies be- 
ing conveyed to the rebels through 
thofe channels, I do further diretl 
that no veflel o* fmall craft whatever 

?all carry from the Iflarid Of New- 
ork to Long-Ifland or Staten-Ifland^ 
at one time; without permiflion from 
the Superintendant's office, any larger 
quantities of rum, fpirits; fugar, or 
molafles, than one barrel of each, 
and of fait four bufhels; nor of any 
Other kind of merchandize more thad 
may be judged fufficient for the ule 
of one family, under forfeiture of 

• fuch veflel or fmall craft, together 
with the goods found on board, and 
the m after or peribn having the di^ 
reftion thereof fhall be liable to im- 
prifonment. J 

Aiid as a further fecurity for obe- 

* dience td the orders herein contained, 
and as an encouragement for others 
toxletecl thofe who fhall prefume to 
aft contrary thereto, any peribn or 
peribns who fhall giVe information to 
to the Stiperintendant or his deputies, 
of any goods or merchandize flapped 
or imported contrary to the texior of 

' this Proclamation, fo that the peribn 
or peribns offending can be detected, 
fuch informer or informer" s ihall be 
entitled to one moiety of the value 
arifing from the fate of the goods or 
merchandize fo forfeited* 

All merchants, traders, matters of. 
veflels and others; ate hereby ftriclly 
commanded to pay due obedience to 
the Superintendant and his oflicers, 
in the execution of their duty, as they 
ihall anfwer the contrary at tneir pe- 
ril : and all officers civil and military, 
are required to aid and aifcft them in 
all cafes where the fame fhall be 
found neccflkry. 



The Superintendent,, his deputy, 
and all perfons a&ing under them, 
having their filaries appointed as a 
full compehfation for the Services re- 
quired or them, no fees are to be of- 
fered on any account whatever. 

Given under my hand at Head 
Quarters, in New-York, the 17th 
July, 1777., Wi Howe. 

By his Excellency's command, 

Ro'BERt Mackenzie, Secretary. 

Philadelphia, June 12* 
We hear that upwards of three hun- 
dred Tories, belonging to General 
Delancey's brigade at Fort Indepen- 
dence, have deferted, and joined Ge- 
neral Putnam's army j near.PeekVkill, 
Their leader was the Rev. Mr, Sayre, 
an Epifcopal Miniftef, well known 
formerly for his attachment to the 
Eriglifh Government ; but feverity 
of duty, fcarcity of provifxons, and 
ill treatment in other refpe&s, were 
the reafons of their deferting; and 
from their miferable appearance, be- 
ing greatly emaciated* and almorf 
deititute oi cloathing, there is nd 
room to doubt of the veracity of what 
the poor devils now aflert, and thai 
they have, in feme mfcafure, done 
penance for their mifeonducl and 
credulity. f 

Philadelphia, June 16, 1777* 
Letter from Qeneral Arnold to Ge* 
peralMiFFhlK. 
CordVs Ferry % June 15, 1777; 

Eleven o'clock at night, 
" Dear General, 
" I have received no intelligence 
from General Wafhington fince four 
o'clock lafl evening, at which time 
the enemy were encamped at Somer- 
fct Court-houfe, fuppofed to be feven 
thoufand in number, under command 
of General Howe and Cornwailis. 
This is doubtkfs their main body. 
Their firft defign feems to have been 
to cut off General Sullivan's retreat, 
and poflefs themfelves of this place- 
Finding General Sullivan had fruf- 
trated their intentions by a forced 
L 1 a march, 
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march, they appeared to have given 
bverrtelr ftrit detf^rartd flow with 
tadraw ^Jen. Washington from his" 
ftrong hold ; which,' if they efftft, 
probaWy a bbdf 'from* Brunfoick 
w^ttfke pofleffion of it. Genital 
Waihingfcm will doubttefs disappoint 
tHefn, 'a* he remains quiecin hfeieri- 
cjtfiapmerit. The rifitttia turns out in 
gfcat numbers in the Jerfeys. Gen. 
Sullivan ft gone ttf Fleming- town, 
twe>« miles from this. The tr06£s 
that arrive here art immediately Tent 
after him.' ' I*am very ftarflri the ene- 
vaf will retire to Bruri&dck before 
you arrive with your reinforcements, 
and oblige us r to attack them at 'a 'dis- 
advantage; for fight them we ralift, 
when all Our teinfbftjeWHtttts^afe m, 
we cannot avoid it with honour. Our 
jrttn j are 'in high fpirits, and fn four 
day* we fhall have upwards Of twenty 
thoufend. General Putnam has eight 
tHoufand'with htm; General -Waft- > 
ington has w*ote three days fince for 
foiif tlumfand f to be fesi't immediately 
to-him; -I t¥$$£t*vbty minute to hear 
from 'W army and the etrtiriy. Every 
iritelligence of c<JnfeqUence fhall be 
forwarded toyOu dire&ly. lam, Arc. 

- '-' ■■..■! - "■'' '•*• ''"••■ B, AlLNOLlfc 

Maftr General Mifflin, v - ; , 

^ft ttighrarriVed^ exprefsfrom 
the Jerfeys, by which we 'learn-; that 
the enemy -were in motion at one 
o'-dotk; 6A yeflterday merging, but' 
Which way -w*# 7 if<k known. That 
GBWral Sullivan* was hourly receiving 
reinforcement* from the^Jerfeys mi- 
litia, and was within fit- 'miles' of the 
enemy, where' he determined to make 
a'ltaiidVif *they- esme*rhatway ; J iittT 
- thwhe ftad taken tfnefcf the enemy V 
ligfcthorft; who -was with a fmall 
partyrecfcnftoitrmg. * - T /- 

- ■•'..'■ j J Philadelphia. 
Extratl t>f a letter, from General 

•Washington to Congrf/s, dated 
-Gamp at £>uih'bh-hwit t June *$, 1 
,1777.' - ■ -.•;-.;■• ■■ * <■ 

" T Sir, 
- M When I had the honour to ad- 



drefs you laft, it was on the fubje& 
of the enemy's retreat from Brunf- 
wickto Amboy, and of the meafures 
purfued to r annoy them. At the time 
of writing, the information I had re- 
ceived refpe&ing their lofs was rather 
vague and uncertain; .but we have 
re>fon to believe, from intelligence 
through various channels finoe, that 
it was pretty confiderabk, and fell 
chiefly on the grenadiers and light 
infantry, who formed their covering 
party* The inclofed copy of a letter 
correfponds with other accounts, on 
this head, and with die declarations" 
of fome deferters. Some of the ac- 
counts are.; that officer* were heard 
to fay, they had notfuffered ib icr 
verelyfmce die affair at Prince-town, 
" Afterch^- evacuation of Brunf- 
wkk, J determined, with the ad vie* 
of my general officecs, f te* more the- 
whole army next morning to thia-poft, 
where they would be nearer the- eat- l 
my, and mightatt. according toeircum- 
flahces. In thirl was prevented by' 
rain, and they only moved yeflerday 
morning. . , .. - 

" It is much to be regretted, that 
an exprefs fent t# to Gen. Maxwell 
on Saturday night, to inform him of 
Gen. Green's movement* towards 
Brunfwick, that he might conduct 
> himfelf accordingly, did not reach 
him; Whether^the expajE&«ent de- 
signedly to the enemy, t»rwv taken , 
is -not known; but there is reaforr to 
believe- he fell into their hand*. If 
Gen. Maxwell had received the order* 
there is no doubtbut their whole rear 
guard would hav* bcwi cut off. This 
the enemy «onfeffed themfelves, at 
we are well mfbrmetf by perfons in * 
Bonhanwwwn. : ; 

" By ai reconnoitring party juil 
returned; iris reported as* a matter of ^ 
doubt whether any of the enemy nave * 
removed from Ainboy ? thosgh/it is 
akn oft certain they 'have traafporteij a ' 
great deal of their baggage;' ; 
> I have 4he honour to? bb, &c. v 

.v*. 5* h Gv'Wft9HlNCTCTN." 
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•« May it pleafe your Excellency, 
«' I have thought proper to trouble, 
your Excellency with the following 
intelligence, received by three dif-. 
fcrent ways, that the greatefl part of 
the fleet, from New- York harbour, 
has J removed to the Watering Place 
arid Princes Bay, where the baggage 
arid troops, pajfing from the Jerfeys, 
art conilantiy embarking — that the 
tranfport at New-York, cut down 
for a floating battery, has twenty- 
fix 24. and 1$ pounders, and lies off 
the gnmcl battery ih the river; an- 
other, which they have been fitting 
for the fame purpofe, is neglected 
and unfinifhed. Gehj Howe arrived 
at. New- York on Sunday afternoon, 
the whole of which day they were 
employed in removing the wounded 
folcUeis from the docks to'tfre hpfpi- 
f tals there, faid to amount to five hun- 
dred mem CoL Campbell, of the 
57th regiment of Britifh troops, gar- 
riibns Nctv-York, with the affiftance 
of the inhabitants, fifty of whom are 
obliged to do duty every day, 
r am, &x." 
PubHfhed by order of Congrefs, 
Charles Thomson, Secretary. 
Philadelphia, July 3. 
Copy of a letter from 'Gen, Wash- 
ington to Congrefs, dated Camp 
at Middle-Brook, rjune z% > 1777. 
-■•■" Sir, 

" On'Thurftlay morning Gen. 
Howe advanced with his whole army, 
in feveral columns, from Am boy, as 
fkr.ak WeMeld. We are certainly 
informed, that the troops fent to 
Staten-Iiland returned the preceding 
evening, and, it is faid, withanaug-' 
* mentation of marines — fo that carry- 
ing them there was a feint ; with in- 
tention to deceive us^ His deflgn, 
in this fudden movement, was either 
ta bring oh a general engagement 
upon disadvantageous terms, consider- 
ing matters in any point of view, or 
to cut off our parties, and Lord Stir- 
ling^ divifion, which was fent down 
to them, or to peflefs himfelf of the 



heights and jsaflcs inline mountain* 
oh our left. The two laft feemed to' 
be the firft objetls of his attention, as 
his march was rapid againft thefe par- * 
ties, and indicated a ftrong difpofition - 
to gain thofe partes. In this ntuation 
of affairs, it was thought abfolutely 
neceflary that we mould move our 
force from the low ground to occupy 
the heights before them, which was 
eAecled. As they, advanced they fell 
in with fome of our light parties, and, 
pftrt of Lord Stirling's divifion, With \ 
which they haa fome pretty fmart 
fkirmifhing, with but very little, lofs, 
I believe, on our fide, except in 
three field pieces, which unfortunately 
fell into the enemy's hands ; but not 
having obtained returns yet, I cannot, 
determine with certainty, nor can we 
afcertain what the enemy's lofs was. 
As foon as we had gained the partes, 
I detached .a body of light troops, 
under Brigadier-general Scott, to 
hang on their flank, and to watch 
t'icir, motions, and ordered Mor- 
gan's, corps of riflemen to join him 
Snce. The enemy remained at 
Weftfield till yefferday afternoon 
when about three o'clock they moved 
towards Spank-town, with our light' 
troops an their, rear and purfuing. 
The enemy have plundered all before 
them, and, it is faid, burnt fome 
houfes. I have the honour to be, Sec. 
G. Washington."- 
Extrafi of a letter from the fame U 

Congrefs, dated Head Quarters, 

Middle-Brook , June 29, 1777* 

nine- o'clock, P. M. 
« Sir, 

" I have not been able to afcer- 
tain yet, with any degree of preci- 
fion, the lofs fuftained by the enemy 
in the s feveral fkirmjihes on Thurfday, 
though we have many reafons to be- 
lieve was much more confiderable 
than what it was apprehended to be 
when I had the honour of addreffing 
you on the fubjecT:, 

" As to bur lofs> T am aflured by 
Lorjl Stirling, that; it was trifling-;; 

and ; 
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in, t}i*t they Taw but very few pri- 
fq^ertr taken* It would have been 
<«rtaiftly known 'before this— (that is 
tfc^nttittbef not yet returned) had not 
feme of the parties, and I believe the 
jaoft which were then out joined the 
corps fincc detached. 

t have the honour to be, &c. 

G. Washington." 
/ June 30* P. S. The prifoners taken 
by us were thirteen, two of which are 
light dragoons, the reft infantry. 

G. Washington. 
Published by order of Congrefs, 
Charles Thomson, Secretary. 

Williamjburgh, July 18. 
His Excellency-the Governor received 
the following di&atches yefterday 
afternoon from Congrefs, which 
arrived in Philadelphia juft as the 
poft was fetting out. 
Copy of a letter from General Wash- 
ington to Congrefs. 
Head Quarters > Morriflown^ July 7. 
" Sir, 
•* I was this moming honoured 
with your'?. No change has taken 
place in the fituation of the enemy 
upon 8taj>eh-Ifland, fince I wrote to 
you orr the £th, but I haye this morn- 
ing recbivea an account from Eli- 
zabeth-town, whkh mentions, that a 
perfon juft come from .the ifland, 
who informs, that fmall craft are con- 
ftaatly plying between New-York and 
the fleet, laden with officers baggage, 
and ftofes put Up in packages, and 
narked with their names and regi- 
ments, aad that tranfoorts are fitted 
up with ftalls over their main decks, 
for their reception. Thislooks as if a 
longer voyage was intended than up 
the North River* I have given no- 
tice to all the Eaftern States to be upon 
their guard, Jhould the fleet put to fea 
and fleer that vjay ; and I think the 
works upon Delaware Jhould be car- 
ried on with fpirit, and be completed 
as faft as po£ible % lejl they jhould yifet 
that quarter. I think the Southern 
States lliould Ve ^o advifed of the 



the enemy, that they may alfo be 
making fuch preparations as they 
judge neceflary. 

Gi Washington" 
P. St The incJofed piece of intelr 
ligence is juft fent to me, by General 
Forman, which is confirmed in feveral 
particulars by two defer ters from the 
fleet, who left it yefterday mprning. 
Bernard Ditchway, a deferter from 
the hofpital IhipDutton, left her pn 
Saturday night, 12 o'clock, j^ta July^ 
1777. The examinant informs, that 
the Ihips that went from Prince's. Bay 
on Tuefday arid Wednefday laft, hai 
Heffian troops on board ; that they 
now lie within the Narrows, and* . as 
it is reported among the fhipmen, 
they are to wait there till . , the re- 
mainder of the troops are embarked* 
That the light and draught horfes 
were all embarked yefterday (Satur- 
day 5 th inftant) on board of about 
50 brigs, fchooners, and.floops. That 
on Thurfday the troops began to em* 
bark at the Watering Place, and were 
going on: board every day ; the Bri- 
tish light infantry embarked on Sa- 
turday, That a great number of bag- 
gage-waggons, cannons, &c. &c. are 
pat on board. The e^caminant far- 
ther fays, that the hcfpital (hips are 
filled with nek; that the prefent 
reigning difeafe ameng them is the 
bloody flux. That the troops appear 
much dejefted. That he aflifted to 
row one boat to New-York, with 5* 
wounded men, On Thurfday the 3d 
of July, and that feveral other boats 
were then employed in the fame way. 
That all the tranfports are come front 
New- York, and now lie from the 
point of the Narrows towards the 
Kills; to the amount of 300 flaps, 
fnows, &c. That no Ihips have, to his 
knowledge, gone up the North River 
with troops ; that the common report 
among the failors and foldiers is, that 
the fleet is going to Delaware. 
Sworn to before me, 
David Forman, Brig. Gen. 
Freehold, July 9, 1777. 

Philadelpbia t 
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, Philadelphia, July 22. 
Extract of a Utter from General 

Washington to Congrefs, dated 

Camp at the Clove, July 16, 1777* ' 
"■ Sir, 

** I* beg leave* to congratulate 
Congrefs on the captivity of Major- 
general Prefcott, and one of his 
Aids-de-Camp. The particulars of 
this fortunate event you will find in 
the in doled extract of a letter this 
minute received from General Spen- 
cer, which I prefume are at large in 
the packet Mr Greenleaf will deli- 
ver. Li^4t. Col. Barton, with the 
fmzll handful ' under his command, 
Who conducted the cnterprize, have 
great merit." 
Extract of a letter from Major-general 

Spender, dated Providence, July 

II, i777* 
' "Sir, : 

** Ihave the pleafure to congra- 
tulate your Honour, and the Hon. 
Continental Congrefs, on the late 

■ fucceft of Lieut. Col. Barton, who, 
with the number of forty, including 

. Captains Adams and Philips, and a 
number of brave officers, laft night 
went on Rhode-Ifland, and brought 
off Major-general Prefcott, and Ma- 
jor William Barrlngton, *one of his 
Aid-de-Camps, anithe fentry at the 
GeneraPs door, all that were at the 
General's quarters. This was 'done 
with fuch prudence, that no alarm 

• was given unto the enemy until our 
party had got near the main, on, 
their return/ They are how in this 
town. 

*' Col. Barton went with his party 
in four whale-boats from Warwick 
Neck, about ten miles by water, to 
the weft fide of the ifland, landed 
about half way from Newport to 
Briftol Ferry, then roaiched one mile 
to the General's quarters, returned 
again to Warwick, and had the good 
fortune to efcape the difcovery of the 
enemy's guard boats, although feve- 
j-al fhips of war lay round in thoie 
parts. Several attempts of this na- 



ture have teen made without any loji 
on our fide, and with fome fmall 
fuqeefs. The" above named Capu 
Philips, fome time fince, r wuh * party 
of about 200, brought offojle En%n 
Clark of the 43d regiment, now a 
prifoner.* Another party attacked 
one of the enemy's. guards, dtfpcrfe'd 
them, killed three, and' wounded 
one. We have had feveral, deicrfers 
from the Britifh regiments." , 
Publifhed by order of Congrefs, 
Charles Thomson;, Secretary. 
General Lee, we have the pleafuie 
to inform the public, is in- good 
health and fpirits, although a clofe 
prifoner on board the Centurion man 
of war; but the exploit of Col. Bar- 
ton, in feizing and bringing oft", <witb 
fo much addnfs and gallantry, the 
Britifh Major-gentrai Prefcott, will 
no doubt fecure his cnhrgem_ent,ia a 
very ihort time, and reftore our brave 
old General to the bofpm -of Jus 
friends. ( 



In Congrefs, Feb. 25th, ljjj. 
To the end that the moft fpeedy 
flop may be put to the pernicious and 
unibldierly pradHce of deferting, and 
that fuch offenders who receive the 
public money for fervices that they 
defign not to perform, ,may be cer- 
tainly and fpeedily carried back to 
the corps they have deferted from, it 
is earneftly recommended $o the Com- 
mittees of Obiervation or Inipe&ion 
in thefe United States, that, they 
caufe diligent enquiries to be made 
in their reflective counties or di- 
Uriels, for ail deferters that may be 
lurking and hu*boored therein* and 
cauie inch whenever found to be im- 
mediately fecured and conveyed/ to 
the nearefl Continental .Officer,, and 
all fuch Officers are hereby dirc&ed 
to receive and fecure fuck deferters, 
that they may be {afsly delivered to 
their refpective regiments-, and 
brought to a fpeedy trial and exem- 
plary puniihment; and farther to pay 
to -the per ions delivering fuch de- 
r ferters* 
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'Terters, eight dollars for each defwter 
{o brought and delivered, and twelve 
Ninetieths of a dollar, in lieu of ex- 
igences for every mile from the place 
'where the deferter was taken up, to 
the place where ne is delivered to the 
: .Officer. 
Articles of War. Section VI, 

Art. i. All officers and foldier*,- 
who having received pay, or having 
been duly inlifted in the fervice of 
the United States, fhall be convifted 
of having deferted the fame, (hall 
fuffer death, or fucn other punifh- 
ment as by a Court Martial ihall be 
"inflicted. 

Art. 2. Any non-commiffioned 
officer or foldier, who ihall, without 
leave from his Commanding Officer, 
abfent himfelf from his troop or com- 
pany, or from any detachment with 
which he fhall be commanded, ihall, 
' "upon being convifted thereof, be 
punifhed according to the nature of 
his offejice, at the' difcretion of a 
.Court-Martial. 

Art, 3. No non-commiffioned of- 
ficer or foldier fhall jnlifl; himfelf in 
any other regiment, troop or com- 
pany, without a regular difcharge 
from the regiment, troop or company, 
in which helaftferved^on the penalty 
of being reputed a deferter, and fuf- 
fering accordingly : and in cafe any 
officer fhall knowingly receive and 
entertain fuch non-commiffioned of- 
ficer or foldier, oriliallnot, after his 
being difcovered to be a deferter, im- 
mediately confine him, and give no- 
tice thereof to the corps in which he 
Iafl ferved, he, the faid officer fo of- 
fending, fhall by a Court-Martial be 
cafhiered. 

Ordered, That the foregoing re- 
folve, and the three Articles of War, 
be publifhed in the feveral news-papers 
for fix months, and the feveral prin- 
ters are hereby requefled to publifh 
them accordingly. 

John Hancock, Present. 
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Philadelphia^ April it. 
The Supreme Executive Council 

, has appointed John Armftrong, John 
Cadwallader, James Potter, and Sa- 
muel Meredith, Efqujres, Brigadier- 
Generals of the Militia of this State. 
In Ctmgrefs, April 9, 1 777. 
Refolved, That the Pay-mafter, and 
the Deputy Pay-mafters-general, be 
directed forthwith to confult the Com- 
mander in Chief of their refpeftive 
diftri&s, and appoint deputies to re- 
pair to fuch pofts and places of ren- 
dezvous, and anfwer the draughts of 
fuch officers ftationed thereat, as the 
faid Commanders in Chief ihall re- 
fpe&ively direct ; that the deputies 

„ be fupplied with money by the rc- 
fpeftive Pay-maftcrs and Deputy Pay- 
mafters-general, and account .with 
them therefore ; and that all other 
Pay-maArrs of the army ceafe to aft 
at the pofts and places provided with 
deputies as aforeiaid. 

April 10. Refolved, That the 
Commanders in Chief of the feveral 
departmentSjprevioustothe difcharge 
of any regiment or corps of militia re- 
inforcing th,e army, t>e refpectively 

.. directed to ifTue their warrants on the 
Pay-mafter and Deputy Pay-mafter- 
general , for the amount of the pay due 
to the fame ; and, when the military 
cheft is tinfupplied, the Pay-malter or 
Deputy Pay-mafter-general is autho- 
rized to draw on the Prefident for the 

amount of fuch warrants. 
Extract from the Minutes/ 

Publifhed byOrder of Congrefc, 
Charles Thomson, Sec, 

In Congre/s, April 14, I777. 
Whereas the State of Pennfylvania 
is threatened with an immediate in- 
vafionj and, from the adjournment 
of the initiative and Executive Au- 
thorities of the Commonwealth, it is 
impracticable to carry into immediate 
execution many meafures of the ut- 
raoft importance, not only to the faffc- 
ty of this Commonwealth, but like- 

wife 
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wife to the general Welfare of the 
United States. 

Refolved, That it is the indifpenf 
able duty of Congrefs to watch over 
all matters, (the neglect of which 
may, in its confequences, deeply af- 
feclt the welfare of the United States) 
till fuch time as the Legiflative and 
Executive Authprities of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennfylvania* can re- 
fume the regular exercife of their dif- 
ferent functions. 

Refolved, That his Excellency the 
Prefident of the Supreme Executive 
Council of the Commonwealth of 
Pennfylvania, be requefted forthwith 
to convene the Legiflative and Exe- 
cutive Authorities of this State, in 
order that proper mea fares may be 
purfued for the defence of the fame* 

Refolved, That a Committee of 
three be appointed to confer with the 
Prefident of the Supreme Executive 
Council, with fuch other Members 
of the faid Council as can be con- 
vened with the Board of War for the 
•State of Pennfylvania, and with the 
Delegates of the faid State in Con- 
grefs, concerning the mode of autho- 
rity which they mall conceive moft 
eligible to be exercifed during die re- 
cefs of the Houfe of Aflembly, and 
the Council, in orderVthat if the fame 
be approved by Congrefi, may. be 
immediately adopted. 

The Members ehofen, Mr. S 
dams, Mr. Duer, and Mr. R. 
Lee. 

Extract from the Minutes, 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 
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In Congrefs ', April 15,1 777 . 
The Committee appointed by Con- 
grefs on the 14th day of April, to 
confer with the Prefident and Mem- 
bers of the Supreme Executive Coun- 
cil of the Commonwealth of Pennfyl- 
vania, the Board of War of faid 
State, and the Delegates reprefentuig 
the fame in Congrefs, concerning the 
authority which mould be deemed 
eligible to be exercifed during the re- 



in I 

cefs of the Council arid Amenably, re- 
port, 

That a conference, agreeable to the 
oVder of Congrefs, has been held* 
when the following Gentlemen were 
prefent : 

His Excellency Thomas Wharton, 
jun. Efquire, Prefident of the Su- 
preme Executive Council, 

floardof War. Owen Biddle, Efq. 
Chairman, Jofeph Dean, Richard 
Bache, John Shee. 

Delegates for the State of Pennfyl- 
vania in Congrefs. Robert Morris, 
James Wilfon, Daniel Roberdeau, 
George Clymer, Efquires. 

Committee of Congrefs* Mr. Sa- 
muel Adams, Mr. Richard H. Lee, 
Mr. Duer. 

That it appeafs dearly to the 
Members in conference, that the Exer 
cutive Authority of the Common- 
wealth of Pennfylvania is incapable 
of any exertion, adequate to the pre- 
fent crifis, and that it 13 of the greateft 
importance, that every power fhould 
be called forth into action* which may 
conduce to the fafety of this State, 
with which the liberties and profpe- 
rity of the whole are fo intimately 
connected. From this eonfideration, 
and at the particular inifcance and re* 
qneft of the Prefident of the Supreme 
Executive Council and Board of War 
of the State o( Pennfylvania, they 
beg leave to recommend the following 
resolutions to be adopted by Con* 
grefs: 

Refolved, That tile Prefident of the 
Supreme Executive; Council of the 
Commonwealth of Pennfylvania, to- 
gether with as many Members of Grid 
Council as can be convened, the 
Board of War, and (in fuch cafes a* 
relate to the marine) the Navy Board 
of faid State, mould, in the prefent' 
critical exigency of affairs, exercife 
tvtry authority to promote the fafety 
of the State, till fuch time at the Le- 
giflative and Executive Authorities of 
the Commonwealth of Pennfylvania 
can be convene^. 

M m Refolved, 
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Refolved, That it be, anditishere- order, for furnifhing feeh £rorrfion$> 



by earneftly recommended by Con- 
grefs, to the pood people of Pennfyl- 
vania, chearfully to fubmit to the 
tfxertion of an authority which is in- 
difpenfably efTential to the preferva- 
tion of the Eyes, liberties, and pro- 
perty of themfelves, their families, 
and pofterity. 

Refolved, That the Commanding 
Officer of the Continental Forces in 
this city, afford every poflible affift- 
ancein carrying into execution all fuch 
Hieafures as may be recommended to 
him by the authority above-men- 
tioned. 

RefolvedyTharCongrefs willchear- 
fuily co-operate with the authority 
above-mentioned, in facilitating every 
Meafnre which may be deemed con- 
ducive to the fafety of the State. 

Congrefs taking into conrfideratiom 
the foregoing report, 

Refolved, That the fame be con- 
curred in, and that the resolutions 
propofed be agreed to. 

Extract from the Minutes, 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 
In Congrefs, April 14, 1777- 
Refolved, That from and after the 
publication hereof, the fecond article 
of the 8th feftion, the firft article of 
the 1 1 th feftion, the eight article of 
the 14th feftion, and the fecond ar- 
ticle of the 18th fedtion, of the Rules 
and Articles for the better Govern- 

* ment of the Troops raifed, or to be 
raifed, and kept in pay by, and at 
the expence of the United States of 
America, paiTed in Congrefs, the 20th 
day of September, One thoufand fe- 
ven hundred and feventy-fix, ihall be, 

• and they are hereby repealed, and 
that the four£glIowii\g articles befub- 
ftituted in the place and flead thereof: 

• Art. L All officers and foldiers 
fcall have full liberty to bring into 
any of the forts or garrifons of the 
United American States, any quan- 
tity of eatable provifions, except 
where any contracts are, or fhall be 
mtered into by Congrefs, or by their 



and with refpedl only to the ipecies of 
provifions fo contracted for. 

Art. II. If any Officer (hail 
think himfelf to be wronged by his 
Colonel or the Commanding Officer 
of the regiment, and mall, upon due 
application made to him, be refuted 
to be redrefled, he may complain to 
the Continental General, command- 
ing in the State where fuch regiment 
fhall be flationed, in order to obtain 
juftice, who is- hereby required to 
examine into the faid complaint, and 
take proper meamres for redreffing 
the wrong complained pf, and trans- 
mit as foon as poflible to Congrefs, a 
true flate of fuch complaint, with the 
proceedings had thereon. 
. Art- HL No fentence of a Ge- 
neral Court-martial fhall be put in 
execution, till after a report fhall be 
made of the whole proceedings to 
Congrefs, the Commander in Chief, 
or the Continental General command- 
ing in the State where fuch a General 
Court-martial fhall be held, and their, 
or his orders, be ifTued for carrying 
fuch fentence into execution. 

Art. IV. The Continental Ge- 
neral commanding in either of the 
American States for the time being, 
fhall have full power of appointing 
General Courts-martial to be held, 
and of pardoning or mitigating any 
of the punifhments ordered to be in- 
flicted for any of the offences men- 
tioned in the afore-mentioned Rules 
and Articles for the better Govern- 
. ment of the Troops*, except the pu- 
nifhment of offenders under fentence 
of death by a General Cou*G-mar- 
tial, which he may order to be fiif- 
pended, until the pleafure of Coa- 
grefs can be known ; which fufpen- 
fion, with the proceedings of the 
Court-martial, the faid General mall 
immediately tranfmit $0 Congrefs for 
their detewnination. And every of- 
fender convicted by any regimental 
Court-martial may be pardoned, or 
have his punifhment mitigated by the 

Colonel 
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Cotencl or Officer commanding the 
regiment. 

By Order of Congrefs, 
John Hancock, Prefident. 
In Congrefs 1 April 14, 1 777. 

&efol ved, That it be recommended 
to:the Executive Powers of each of the 
United States, to enquire into the con- 
duct ofall officers on the recruiting fer- 
vice, within them refpe&ively, to re- 
mpveall fiich as belong to the battalions 
of their rcfpeclive quotas, who have 
negle&ed their duty, or abufed the 
tmft repofed in them, and (hall be 
found within their refpeftive jurifdic- 
tion, and to fill up all vacancies which 
may happen by fuch removals; to 
tranfmit to Congrefs all fuch refti- 
mony as mall be taken againft any 
:offiGer or officers who may have irtarch- 
edor-removed from the State towhofe 
Jattalions he or they belong, and 
againft any officer or officer* belong- 
ing to the quota of another State, 
who may have bee,n guilty of negleft 
or mi/behaviour in the State where 
the enquiry (hall be made, 

That it be recommended to the 
feid Executive Powers to procure ex- 
z& returns of the Continental troops 
in each, and tranfmit the fame to 
Congrefs without delay. And all 
officers and fokUerssf the Continental 
army are herehy required to pay the 
ftri&eft regard to the orders of the 
Executive Powers of the fcveral States, 
touching the a/oxefaid premLfes. 

Refclved, That it be recommend- 
ed to the Legiflatures of each of the 
•United States to ena&laws exempting 
from actual Iervice any two of the 
militia, whp mail,. within the time 
limited by fuch laws, furnifh one able- 
bodied recruit, Jo ferve in any batta- 
lion of the Continental army, for the 
term of three years, or during the 
prefent war. — Such exemption to con- 
tinue during the term for which the 
recruit fhall inlift, and every fuch re- 
cruit to be entitled to the Continental 
bounty, and other allowances. 

That it be recommended to tfee 



Legiflatures afoi«efaid refpe&ively, to 
enacl laws compelling all fuch perfons 
as are by laws exempted from bearing 
arms or performing militia duties, 
other than fuch as are foecified in the 
foregoing refold, to : ' furnifh fuch 
numbert)f able-bodied, foldiers. as the 
faid Legiflatures reflectively, ihall 
deem a proper equivalent for fuch 
exemptions, fuch. foldiers to be en-, 
titled to the Continental bounty and 
other allowances, over and above fuch 
gratuities as they may receive from 
thofe who procure them to inlifh 

Alfo to permit, the inlifting of fer- 
vants and apprentices, and to prohi- 
bit the imprisoning or otherwife re- 
gaining the perfons of foldiers in the 
Continental iervice for any debt nut 
exceeding fifty dollars. r 

And whereas it\is of the greateft 
moment to the caiife of American 
Freedom, that an army of confider- 
able ftrength take the field early the 
enfuing campaign ; 

Refolved, That if the feveral quo- 
tas of the States cannot befurnifhed 
by any of the means recommended in 
the foregoing refolutions, or any 
other means by the faid Legiflatures 
devifed, before the fifteenth day of 
May next, it is recommended to each 
State to caufe indifcriminate draughts 
to be ma4e from their refpefitixe mili- 
tia. 

That it be recommended to the faid 
Legiflatures to apply all the means by 
thefe refolutions recommended in the 
manner which they fhall judge moil 
effectual for fpeedily compleating the 
army, and in cafe they fhall prove un- 
fuccefsful that they caufe the draughts 
aforefaid to be made. 

Refolved.That the Executive Power 
of each $tate ;o be authorized and 
impowered to order fuch officers as 
they fhall judge proper from the re- 
fpedtive battalions and companies of 
their refpettive quotas, to remain 
within the State, for the purpofe of 
aiding in inlifting and collecting th© 
recruits which may befurnifhed under 

Mm? the 
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the above recommended regulations, 
tod to convey the fame to uie batta- 
lions and companies to which they 
fhall belong, fuch officers to be un- 
der the dire&ion of fuch Executive 
Powers refpe£tively^ 

By Order of Congrefs, 

cock, Prefident. 



By Urderoi 
John Han 



Pennsylvania War-Office. 
Philadelphia, April 47, 1777. 

Refolved, . 
X. That a Committee of fifty be 
appointed to have the direction and 
fuperintendance of the removal of ail 
the provifions and other ftores, now 
in this city, or near the river Dela- 
ware in this State, be'ow the Falls of 
Trenton, that will be ufeful to our 
enemies, fhould'they get pofleflion of 
them, or that may be ncceflary to the 
army of the United States. 

2. * That the inhabitants of this 
dry or liberties, be allowed to retain 
as much provifions of all kinds as is 
vfual and cuftoinary for families to be 
pofleued of at this feafon, it. being 
the intention of this Board to remove 
the extraordinary ftores only, of thofe 
who have been returned, as having 
greater quantities than is ufually laid 
tip by families of fimilar circuinltances 
in common times. 

j. That all provifions, the pro- 
perty of private perfons, fo returned 
to this Board, over and above what 
is cuflomaryas aforefaid, be removed 
into the country, to fuch place or 
places as this Board may direct. 
, ."4. That the faid Committee be 
empowered to appoint one or more 
. Commiflary or Commiflaries, to take 
charge of fuch" provifions or fiores as 
the laid Committee are empowered to 
remove, who are to be paid a reafbn- 
iible allowance for their fervices. 

5. Hiat the* faid Committee of 

fi r ' ■■ !>- fully autli^rized andempower- 

t - a l j th? -aid puviiion-;, over 

t i * - ■■ - .■-!.-•: -iu .nvtles at 

..,,■■ '!' ■ * <r-f :.Se 



the faid Commiftries are to give reV 
ceipts, fpecifying the kinds and 
quantity to the refpe&ive owner?, and 
for whiclji the faid Commiflaries fhall . 
be accountable. 

6. That the faid Committee of 
Fifty be authorized to take pofleffion 
of all tanned and drefled leather, bar T 
iron, &c. &c. the Commiflaries giv- 
ing receipt; to the owners for the 
fame as aforefaid, which they fhall 
have removed to fuch place or places 
as aforefaid. 

7. That the faid Committee may 
on application, if they think proper* 
deliver any quantity of the faid pro* 
vifions, &c. to the refpeclive owners, 
they giving receipts for the fame, jShk 
vided it be not intended to expofe 
them to the enemy, or will eventually 
put them in their poweri 

8. That if the Committee of Fifty 
have juft reafons to fufpecl that any 
provifion of flora* as aforefaid fhall 
be concealed, they are hereby autho- 
rized and impowered to take every 
neceflary means for difcovering and 
takmg pofleffion of die fame; 

9. That the necenary waggons be 
fupplied by the (^arter-mafter Ge- 
neral, to whom the Committee are di- 
rected to apply. * 

fo. That the Commanding Officer 
be applied to for a party of men, 
when neceflary, to aflift the faid Com- 
mittee, of fuch difcreet perfon or 
perfons as they may appoint to fearch 
the houfes and flores of fuch of the 
inhabitants as have, or may refufe to 
fubmit to the refolves of the Ho- 
nourable Congrefs, and this Board, 
in not making report of their flock of 
provifions when called upon,' or have 
made, or may make a falfe 'report 
thereof: and that the faid Comniittee 
be requeued immediately to orde> di- 
ligent fearch to be mide accord&igl^'. 

1 1 . That Meffieurs William'Tharp, 
Alexander Fuller ton, John Galloway; 
John M'Cilla, Rn.)*rt Ki»-.v, George 

Goo\..v;..i,'\v l 'r.-/.Vi'Mu:-.'<i, wn- 

!:.rn Jvc—, '■ : x-.- ..; *i . .Via-lei 

:'.:\.:.ey; 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( *77 ) 



Maffey, Jofeph Grafeberryi Ephraun 
£onhaxn, Charles W. Peak, Law- 
rence Birnie, John Young, Jacob 
Schriener, Andrew Guyer, Jacob 
Godfhall, Ifaac Rouih, Samuel Griff, 
AVilliam Heyiham, Mofes Bartram, 
Kobert Smith, Samuel Simpfon, 
John Pollard, William Olephant, 

Jacob Bright, Samuel Taylor, John 
Tall, Benjamin Armitage, Samuel 
M'Clane, Richard Sewel!, George 
Claypoole* Edward Evans, John 
Snowden, Nathaniel Donnell, John 
M'Culloch, James Montgomery, 
John- Donald fon, Thomas Leech, 
Charles Rifle, Thomas Bradford, Jehu 
Ey*«, James Longhead, Jofeph 
Copperthwaite, John Williams, John 
Parrihill, John Lifle, Lambert Wil- 
mer, and Adam Foulk, be the faid 
Committee, who are to divide them- 
felves for particular diftricls, or to aft 
al together in conjunction, as they may 
think proper. 

* 12* That if any perfon or perfons 
think themfelves aggrieved by the 
laid Committee in thepremifes, (hall 
have a right of an appeal to this 
Board-in writing. 

By order of the Board, 
Owen BipbLE, Chairman. 



mittee of Fifty, that they' knew vv • 
thing of the orders of this Board, for 
the removal of (lores and provifion*. 
By order of the Board, 
Owen Biddle, Chairman* 

Continental Navy-Boa*d. 
Philadelphia* April Zl, 1777. 
All furgeons and warrant officers ix 
or near this city, belonging to tht 
navy of the United States, and not ia 
a&ual fcrvice, are hereby directed to 
give peribnal attendance at the Con- 
tinental Navy-Board, every Monday 
and Thurfdav, between the hours of 
ten and one in the forenoon, to re- 
ceive the orders of the faid Board. 
John Nixon, 
Francis Hopjcinson* 
John Whaitoh, 



Pennsylvania War-Office. 
Philadelphia, April 19, 1777. 
Whereas this Board have thought 
it neceflary to give orders for tUc re- 
moval of fuch proviiions and other 
ftores out of this city as may not be 
immediately neceflary for the fubfift- 
^•nce of the inhabitants; and this 
Board being informed that quantities 
'of flour are daily brought into this 
city for fale, which greatly defeats 
the purpofes of the above meafure. 

Reiblved, That no flour in barrels 
ftiall be fuffered to be brought into 
this city until further orders from 
"this Board, and fhould any be brought 
in, the owners thereof fhall be imme- 
iiiately required and directed to carry 
it out again at their own expence, 
unlcfs it fully appears to the Com- 



Notice is hereby given, Thtt.tk* 
Lieutenant of Philadelphia has divided 
the city into the four following <U- 
fends: 

1. Mulberry Waj4* 

a* Upper Delaware, Lower Dela- 
ware, High ftrect, and North Wards. 

3. Cheftnut, Walnut, Middle., and 
South Wards. 

4. Dock Ward. 

In purfuance of an AcYof the Ge- 
neral Aflemblyof the Commonwealth 
of Pennfylvania, entituled " An Acl: 
to regulate the Militia, &c.'* I here- 
by require all the male ' white inha- 
bitants between the ages of eighteen 
and fifty-three years, capable of bear- 
ing arms, refiding in the difbi& ojF 
Mulberry Ward, to meet at Leonard 
Melchard's tavern, in Second-itreet, 
on Wednefday next. 

And all male white inhabitants, 
between the ages afbrefaid, refiding 
in the diftricl: of Upper Delaware, 
Lower Delaware, High-ftreet, and 
North Wards, to meet on the feme 
day, at Ifrael Jacobs's, at the fign of 
the Bunch of Gfrapes, in Third-ftreetf 
And all the male white inhabitants,* 
between the ages aforefaid, refiding 
in the diltrid of Chefuiut, Walnut; 

and 
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«nd South Wards, to meet on Thurf- 
day next, at the fign of the Indian 
Queen, in Fourth-ftreet. 

And all the male white inhabitants, 
between the ages aforesaid, redding 
in Dock Ward, to meet alfo on Thurf- 
day, at James Alexander's tavern, 
near the draw-bridge.— Refpeclively 
td elect by ballot, between the hours 
of ten in the morning and fix in the 
afternoon, on the days above-men- 
tioned, three Field Officers, (that is 
to fay, one Colonel, one Lieutenant- 
colonel, and one Major) each of 
whom mall be a freeholder. — It is ex- 
pected that the citizens will be punc- 
tual in their attendance, as the choice 
©f Field Officers is of the.greateft im- 
pertanceat this critical juncture. 

Gk3ROe Henry, Lieutenant of 
the cky of Philadelphia- 
Wit ladelphia, April i 8, 177;. 

-Pennsylvania War-Office. 
Philadelphia, May I, 1 777. 
I Abraham Chovet do pledge- my 
faith and facred honour, that I will 
not fay, do, or caufe to be faid or 
clone, any thing that may injure the 
welfare of the United Independent 
States of America, by holding any 
correfpondence with the enemies 
thereof, or thofe in any way oppofing 
the meafures entered into by them in 
defence of their liberty, or that may 
■in any wife be conitrued fo to be. In 
teftimony whereof I have hereunto 
iet my handj the day and year above 
written* Abra. Chovet. 

- I do folemnly fwear, that I will bear 
true allegiance to the United Inde- 
pendent States of America. That I 
will not directly nor indirectly hold 
any treafouable correfpondence with 
the enemies thereof, nor with any 
perfon acting under the authority of 
the King of Great-Britain, and that 
I will not promote or be concerned in 
^ny plot or confpiracy againft the In- 
dependency of the faid United States, 
nor be privy to "any plot or confpiracy 
/without giving notice thereof imme- 



diately to proper authority now eftab- 
limed in this State, but in all things 
behave myfelf as a peaceable and du- 
tiful fubjectof thefe States. 

William D. Smith, 
Sworn the 26th April, 1777, before 

.-me, James Young, one of the 

Juftices, t5V. 

I do folemnly fwear, that I will 
bear true allegiance to flie United 
Independent States of America, that 
I will not directly nor indirectly hold 
any treafonable correfpondence with 
the enemies thereof, nor with any 
perfon whatever, acting under the au- 
thority of the King of Great- Britain, * 
and that I will not promote or be con-. 
cerned in any plot or confpiracy againft 
the Independency of the faid United 
States, nor be privy to any plot or 
confpiracy, without giving notice 
thereof immediately to proper autho- 
rity, now eftabliihed in this State, 
but in all things behave myfelf- as a 
peaceable and dutiful fubject of thefe 
States. Charles Stedman, jun« 
Sworn the 16th April, I777, before 

me James Young, one of the 

Jupcu, &c. 

We do folemnly fwear, that we will 
bear true allegiance to the United 
Independent States of America. That 
we will not directly nor indirectly hold 
any treafonable correfpondence with 
the Enemies thereof, nor with any 
perfon whatever acting under the au- 
thority of the King of Great-Britain, 
and that we will not promote, or be 
concerned in any plot or confpiracy 
againft the Independency of the (aid 
States, nor be privy to any plot or 
confpiracy without giving notice 
thereof immediately to proper autho- 
rity now eftablilhea in this State, but 
in all . things behave ourfelves as 
peaceable and dutiful fubjects of theft 
States. 

Signed Robert Dove, 

George Harrison. 
Sworn the 2d May, 17771 before me, 
Jamis Young. 

Philadelphia, 
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Philadelphia, May 6, IJJJ* 
The whole reinforcement expected 
this fummer to join the. Britiih army 
in America, amounts only to io,coo 
Germans, and 3000 Britiih troops, the 
whole of whom are raw and undifci- 
plined. From this trifling addition, 
the whole force of Great-Britain in 
America, will not be greater this year 
than it was laft. We have certain^ in- 
formation, that there are now 40*000 
men enlifted in the American army in 
the different States on, the Continent, 
and that the recruiting fervice goes on 
more rapidly than ever. If a mixed 
body of men, compofed of militia and 
regular troops, feldom exceeding in 
number 20,000 men fit for duty, 
kept Gen. Howe at bay laft year, and 
prevented his conquering more of our 
country than he could defend with his 
Jhips, and occupy with his camps, 
what may we not expect this year with 
more than double that number of 
only regular troops, a majority of 
whom are well difciplined, and have 
feen fervice I O ! ye of little faith ! 
Ye timid Whigs and Tories, if ye 
will not truft like honeil men in the 
goodnefs of our caufe, nor in the 
many pledges which JDivine Provi- 
, dence has given us of our future fuc- 
cefs, you may venture to put your 
.truft in the prefent ftrengtli and re- 
fburces of your country, which far 
exceed the ftrength and refources of 
. our enemies in the field. Come and 
contribute your labours, your advice, 
and your wealth, towards the fupport 
of the common caufe, and be afiured, 
that you will find fecurity for your 
. property, liberty, and lives, in no 
part of die Thirteen United States, 
but in the power of the Congrefs. 

The Government of New-York, 
has impofed an oath of allegiance 
upon every idle, neutral, and fuf- 
. peeled perfon in their State. They 
have obliged fuch perfons as re- 
fufe to take it to join Gen. Howe 
and have condemned fewer al of their 
ejtates "as forfeit ea I property* Nothing 



can be more juft and reasonable tftsft 
this .Suppoie a number of people 
fhould be confined in a leaky veffel 
together, at a great diftance from at 
harbour ; and fuppofe part of then* 
mould refufe to pump, or while 
others were pumping, mould refufe 
to fleer, or to unfold a fail, would 
not they be looked upon as highly 
criminal, and acceflary to the ruin of 
thofe who were active in faving the 
fhip \ It is exactly the fame with idle, 
neutral, and fufpected people in the 
prefent controversy. They mould be 
compelled to do fbmething for the 
States, or to join the enemy. " He 
»hat is not for us (fays the Author of 
all truth) is againft us." 

Much has been faid of a war be* 
tween France and Great-Britain this 
fummer. I am one of thofe politi- 
cians that wifh it may not take place 
till the prefent campaign is over. 
After the experience we have acquir- 
ed in the art of war ^ after the manu- 
factory and importation of every thing 
necefiary to fupport a war; after 
raifing an army fufHcient, if properly 
employed, to cruih the army of Grea;- 
Britain in a month or two, and there- 
by to deter all the powers of Europe 
from making war upon us; I fay after 
thefe things, fhall we wifh to fee 
France ftep in, and by drawing off 
the force of Britain from this country, 
rob us of that glory, that prerogative 
of free and independent States, the 
power of felf-defence which Divine 
Providence intends for us? Befides, 
mould France declare war at this time 
in our favour, fhe would render us 
fuch apparent, eJTential fervices, that 
fhe might hereafter lay fome exclufive 
claims upon our commerce or our li- 
berties. A peace, or a ceflatioa of 
hofHlitiesy«/? now in America, would 
leave us for ever in the puny condi- 
tion of a feven months child. One 
campaign more, or two at moll, will 
compleat our national and military 
character. France will not declare 
war againit Britain till her &<wn inte- 
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reft, and not cars, require it. This, 
according to the prefent ftate of in- 
juries and reientment, and the natu- 
ral progrefs of both, between rival 
nations, mull inevitaly happen in a 
year or two. 

It appears from an orderly book 
found with the Heftans who were 
taken at Trenton laft December, that 
tile following letter was given out in 
the general orders of the 19th of 
Auguft laft, rlgned Van Heifter, who 
fays it was fent to him by General 
Howe, 

Copy of a letter from a Gentleman of 
Long-IJlaud to General How z. 

«* I was this morning an unwilling 
fpeftator of fuch outrages as I never 
believed could be committed in a 
Chriftian country* The Heffian troops 
have plundered this unfortunate place 
entirely, and without diftin&ion of 
perfons. They have driven every 
poor family ont of their houfes, and 
robbed them of their property, which 
I believe will have the moft unhappy 
confequences. 

"lam fare the commanding Ge- 
neral will not permit fuch dreadful 
havock, and I entreat you to acquaint 
him with it, that we may be freed 
from our mifery as quickly as pof- 
fible." Written Auguft 28, 1776. 

In confequence of the above letter, 
the General iftued his orders, . for- 
bidding fuch conduft in the troops 
under his command ; but it appears 
from the book above-mentioned, that 
fimilar complaints were repeatedly 
made, and no effectual means taken 
to prevent them. 

The following anecdote being a 
lively representation of the hlejpngt 
sf Brit ijb Government, //recommend- 
ed to the ferious perufal of all timid, 
cool-hearted Americans.-^Qn Mon- 
day the 15th of May laft, one Mr. 
Anderfon, a houfe carpenter, living 
in Chapel-ftreet, New-York, had a 
difference with a Tory, who infulted 
Mr. Anderfon as he was going home 
from his work, with his tool* on his 



moulder, by tauntingly fay mg to him, 
** Times are changed whh you— 
So! you are obliged to carry your 
axe — Where is your gun now, that 
you ufed to carry !" This brought on 
a further altercation, and at length 
blows enfued : upon which the Tory 
lodged a complaint with Gen. Pigot; 
Mr. Anderfon could not be heard in 
his deience, but was ordered to re- 
ceive 500 laihes; and, notwithftand- 
ing the interceulons of his wire and 
children, and a number of his friends, 
this inhuman ientence was carried 
into execution with the greateft rigour, 
againft a reputable freeholder and ci- 
tizen, he fainting away twice during 
the execution ; after which he was 
put into confinement on board a man 
of war* 

Extrafis from the Journals of tbt 
A£embly of Pennfyl t vania~'. 

Friday , June 13. On motion, Te- 
folved, that Mr. Parker, Col. Coats, 
and Mr. Whitehill, be a Committee 
to purchafe a coach, and prefent the 
fame to the Honourable Mrs. Wafh- 
ington, the worthy Lady of his Ex- 
cellency General Wafhington, as a 
fmall tefKmonial of the fenfe this Af- 
fembly have of his great and impor- 
tant fervices to the American States. 

On motion, refolved, That it be 
recommended to his Excellency the 
Prefident and Council to iftue a Pro- 
clamation, ftridHy forbidding all re- 
cruiting officers within this State to 
enlift fervants or apprentices, on pain 
of being profecuted with the utmoft 
rigour of the law. 

Refolved, That no perfon within 
this State, who is, by the militia law 
of this Commonwealth, obliged to do 
or perform any military duties, fliall 
be excufed or exempted from fuch du- 
ties, under pretence of his having 
procured a perfon to enlift in the Con- 
tinental army, either for three years, 
or during the war. 

Refolved, That this Houfe will, 
at their next fitting, coafider the cafe 

of 
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of thofe whofe fervants and appren- 
tices have been already enlifted. 

Saturday y June\\. The Commit- 
tee appointed to purchafe a coach to 
* be prefentedto the Hon. Mrs. Wafh- 
ington, reported that they had bought 
a very elegant one, and, in the name 
of the Houfe, had prefented it to 
that Lady, by whom it had been po- 
litely accepted. 

On motion, refolved, That the 
Prefident and Council be authorized 
and- impowered to remove, as they 
may think proper, all the bells be- 
longing to the feveral churches, and 
other public buildings, as alfo the' 
copper and brafs, in the city, to fomc 
place of fafety. 

Philadelphia^ May 6. 
In Congrefs^ May 3, 1777- 

The Committee upon the Treafury 
report, 

That the CommifTroners for fettling 
the accounts of the army in the Nor- 
thern department have produced to 
the Treafury Board, among other ac- 
counts adjufted by them, a general 
account, pf the receipts and difburfe- 
ments of Major-general Schuyler; 
and a feparate account of the difpofal 
of fpecie remitted to him by Congrefs 
and -otherwife, for carrying on the mi- 
litary operations in Canada. That 
the laft mentioned account has, at 
Gen. Schuyler's immediate requeft, 
been examined by the Board of Trea- 
fury, with the feveral vouchers : that 
it appears to this Board, That before 
Gen. Schuyler was fupplied by Con- 
grefs with any fpecie at all, he fent 
into Canada, for the public fervice, 
more 'than 3250 dollars in fpecie. 
That he fent fuch further fums in 
fpecie into Canada, raifed on his pri- 
vate credit, that when the " army re- 
treated from thence, he was in ad- 
vance upwards of the value of 1 0,000 
dollars in fpecie above what he had 

been fupplied with by Congrefs. 

That to reimbnrfe, his friends, who 



had lent him the faid fpecie; he, 
after his retreat from Canada, drew 
out of the Military Chefl feveral fums 
in fpecie, with which it was fupplied 
after fuch retreat; but that he re- 
mains, upon the final fettlement of 
the faid account, irt advance for the 
public in fpecie, upwards of the value' 
of 32CO dollars more than he ever re- 
ceived in fpecie, having taken Con- 
# tinental money in payment thereof. 
That it further appears from the faid 
account and vouchers, that none of 
the fpecie fupplied to him by Con- 
grefs before the retreat from Canada, 
remained in his hands more than two 
days, the. fame being delivered over 
to the Deputy Pay-mafter General. 

Refolved, That die faid report be 
accepted, and that tie fame be pub- 
lifhed. Extract from the Minutes, 
Charles Thomson, Secretary. 
We hear from New-Jerfey, that 
the Governor and Council, of Safety 
of that State have recommended it to 
the Speaker to call their General Af- 
fembly (which flood adjourned to the * 
2 ill of May inft.) to meet at Had- 
denfield, on the 7th, on the urgent 
neceffity of convening before the time 
appointed. 

The Honourable the Congrefs 
have promoted Brigadier-general Ar- 
nold to the rank of Major-general. 
In Congrefs ; May 14, 1777. 
Refolved, 
L That the Quarter-mafter General 
of the army may be authorized and 
impowered to appoint one Commif- 
fary of forage for die army, and one 
for each of the military departments 
thereof, with fuch and fo many Fo- 
rage-mafters as he lhall judge necef- 
fary. 

II. That the duty of the Commif- 
fary of forage fhall be to purchafe 
fuch quantities of forage, and (lore the 
fame in fuch magazines as the Quar- 
ter-mafter General or the Deputy 
Quarter-mafter General of any de- 
partment fhall, from time to time, or* 
Nn der 
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<)tr and direct : That the Gomnutfariea 
fcail conform themfclves in making 
purchases $o fuch, rules and regula- 
tions as fhall be preferred to them 
by the Quarter^m after General or 
Deputy Quarter-maiUr General of 
thft 4 e partment to which they fhall fe- 
verally belong, 

III. That all forage purchafed by 
any Commiflary of forage, and deli- 
vered into any magazine, "lhall be re- 
ceived by tke Forage-maffsr there- 
Wtq appointed, who fhall give his 
receipt therefore, fpecifying the fort. 
Quantity and <|ualuy,. as a voucher 
lor the CommifTary of forage, to be 
by him produced to the Quaroer-maf- 
ter General,, or Deputy Quarter- 
maf^er General, of the department, 
ia fwpport of his account. 

JV. That the Conjmlilanes of fo- 
rage fhall make a monthly return to 
the Quarjer-mafter General or De- 

Suty Quarter-mafter General of the 
epartn>e*tf, of all forage by them 
purchased, fpecifying to what Forage- 
mailer and in which magazine the 
fcrajB wa* delivered,, diaf the Forage- 
maftej; may ftand charged therewith, 

V. Th# no Forage r mafter to whofe 
care any magazine of forage fhall be 
itomnutW- fhall iflue any part there- 
of, unj$t by a written order from the 
Commander in Chief, the Com- 
mander in Chief of the department, 
''the Commanding Officer of the poll 
Where fuck magazine may be efl*b- 
lilhed, the Quarter-mailer General 
or Deputy Qjiarter-maier General of 
the department, or ocdc of his aflif- 
lants, the Waggpn-ma&er General or 
any other Waggon-mafter ; ruch or- 
ders, to fpecify for vfhpfe ufe the fo- 
rage is intended, and every fuch or- 
der to he filed by the Forage-mafter, 
and a regular entry thereof made in 
a book to be by him kept for that 
purpofe, as a voucher for the expen- 
diture of the forage by Mm received. 
. VI. That the forage-mafters fhall 
make monthly returns to the Quarter- 



mafter General and Deputy Quartcr- 
jhafter General of the departments 
they belong to, of the ftate of their 
magazines, fpecifying the quantity 
left in ftore at the firft and every fuc- 
ceedingTetum, the quantity received 
fince the laft return, the expenditure 
fince fuch return, and what remains 
on hand. 

VII. And whereas it frequently 
happens that there is a neceffity to de- 
tain hired carriages (the owners 
whereof were to find their own fo- 
rage) far beyond the time for which 
the owners thereof agreed to ferve, 
and whb, if their own forage is ex- 
pended, muft have recourle to the- 
public magazine— It is refolved, That 
fuch perfons fo detained and become 
deftitute of forage, matt, upon the 
written order of any of the officers 
mentioned in the fifth re&lutkm, be 
fupplied out of the public magazines, 
and, that the Waggon-mafter, before 
he fjgns the difcharge fbr any fuch 
hired carriage, fhall direel the Forage- 
mafter to indorfe thereon the quantity, 
fort and quality of the forage fur- 
nifhed fuch perfon, that the fame may 
be deduced out of the wages d*e to 
the owner of fuch hired carriage, all 
of which deduction fhall, by the 
Quarter-mafter General or Deputy 
Quarter-mafter General of the de- 
partment, be carried to the credit of 
the Forage- mailer's, account, who fhall 
have furnifhed the forage. 

VIII. That if the CommifTary of 
forage in any department mould be 
ordered to procure fuch large quan- 
tities of forage as to render it impof- 
ilble for him to do it without af&f- 
tance, the Quarter-mafter General 
or Deputy Quarter-mafter General of 
the department, fhall direft one or 
more of 'his affirmants to aid the Com- 
mifTary of forage, pointing out tfee 
diftrifts in which they are federally to 
purcliafe, that one may not enhance 
the price by bidding above another. 

IX. Whereas, notwithftanding the 
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orders that have been, from time to 
time, iflued by General Officers of our 
army to prevent the lofs and embez^ 
zlemqpt, of intrenching tools and $ther 
military ftores, great wafte has been 
made ; to prevent which for the fu- 
ture, it is refolved, That every Com- 
miliary of ftores, Store-keeper, or per- 
fon to whofe charge and care any mi- 
litary flores, of what kind foever, 
lhall be committed, fhall pafs his re- 
ceipt for and (land charged to be ac- 
countable for the fame, and .lhall riot 
iflue any of them without talcing a 
receipt therefor, . the receiver prp- 
mifing to be accountable : and ifariy 
perfon having received any fuch flores 
fhall lofe or embezzle the fame, the 
Commiffary, Store-keeper, or perfon 
by whom they were delivered, lhall 
charge him with the value thereof, 
and tranfmit a copy of fuch charge 
to the Pay-matter General or Deputy 
Pay-mafter General' of the depart- 
merit, who is to charge the lame to 
the Pay-mafter of the corps fucli per- 
fon may belong to, unlefs it fhall ap- 
pear that fuch lofs happened without 
any blameable negligence or omiffion. 
And if any perfon in the Continental 
fervice fhall fell or othenvife difpofe 
of any flores committed to his care, 
without a written order for fo doing, 
iflued by the Commander in Chief, or 
Commander in Chief of the depart- 
ment, or General Officer command- 
ing at a feparate poit, he fhall be pu- 
nilhed for theft. 

X. That the Waggon-mafter Ge- 
neral of the army, 1 or Waggon-mafter 
in any of the departments .thereof, 
fhall receive from the Quarter-mailer 
General or Deputy Quarter- matter of 
any department, all 'fuch horfes, cat- 
tle, and carriages, as the fervice may 
require ; and that neither the Waggon- 
mailer General, or any other Wag- 
gorv-mafter, (Hall, on any account, 
prefume to jaurchafe any horfes, cat- 
tle, or carriages, for the public fer- 
viee, without -the exprefs order of the 
Cfommanderin Chief, the Command- 



er in Chief of the department, £Re 
Quarter-ma/ter General, or Deputy 
Quarter-mailer General of a depart- 
ment; nor fhall the Waggon-mafter 
General, of any other Waggori-mi- 
fter, hire any horfes, cattle, or car- 
riages, unlefs by the authority afore- 
faid, or by that of an Alfiftant De- 
puty Quarter-mafter General. 

^1. That the Quarter-matter Ge- 
neral appoint fuch AMftants, and 
make fuch arrangements for c6ndu£t- 
ing the bufmefs of his department, is 
to him and to the Commander in 
Chief, or Cornmander of a depart- 
ment^ Ihali feem mofi conducive to the 
public" weal; that a Copy of ftidh ar- 
rangement, fpecifying the names of 
the Affiflants, CommhTaries of Fo- 
rage, Waggori-mafters, Forage-ma. 
fieri, and Clerks of the feveral de- 
partments, be trahfmitted to the Board 
of War. T^hat every Affiflant of the 
Qtfarter-maffer General of the Army, 
and every Affiftant of the Deputy 
Quarter-mailer General 6f the feVeral 
departments thereof, lhall make 
monthly returns of every article 6f 
what kincf foever that may be in or dt 
any of the forts, encampments, ma- 
gazines, or places in the diftrift, com- 
mitted to his care, to the Deputy 
QuaTter-rtalier Geriera! of the de- 
partment, noting what is good, what 
is reparable, and what is unfit foif fur- 
ther fen-ice, in feparate columns, from 
which returns the Deputy Qofarter- 
mafler General lhall make one gene- 
ral return, in which /hall be fpecified 
the total of all the articles in every 
diilrift within his department; one 
copy whereof lhall be monthly tranf- 
mitted to the Board of War, one tip 
the Commander in Chief of the de- 
partment, and; one to the Qtfarter- 
mafter General, from which return 
the Quarter-mafter General fhaft 
make a general return, fpecifying 
what is in each department, 'and every 
diftricl thereof j one cop/ whereof 
(hall be monthly transmitted to the 
Board of War, one to thVCbmmsuid- 

Nn z 



er 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 2 

i 

cr in Chief, and one to the Com- 
mander of each department. 

XII. That every Afliflant Quarter- 
mafler, CommifTary of Forage, Wag- 
gon-mailer General, Forage-mafler, 
and every other perfbn employed in 
the Quarter-mafler Generars branch, 
who (hall negleft or refufe to make 
fuch monthly returns, fhall be dif- 
mifTed the fervice by the Quarter-ma- 
iler General, or the Deputy Quarter- 
xnaiter General, of the department 
to which fuch delinquent belongs. 

XIII. And, in order that all De- 
puty Quarter-maflers General and 
Afliflants may make their returns in 
fuch a manner as to avoid that great 

• confufion which has heretofore arifen 
from a want of method, the Quar r 
ter-mafter General is to furnifh his 
Deputies with a form, copies where- 
of they are to deliver to the Afliflants, 
and to every perfon in the Quarter- 
mafler General's branch, who may 
be called upon for a return.. 

XIV. That the Quarter-mafler 
General, and the Deputy Quarter- 
maflers General in the feveral depart- 
ments, ^have full power, and be au- 
thorised, with the confent of the 
Commander in Chief, or the Com- 
mander of the department, to difmifs 
any perfon by them employed, who 
fhall refufe or negleft any duty en- 
joined, by the foregoing Refolutions, 
or any other duty he may be charged 
with, and appoint others in the flead 
of fuch as may be difmiffed. 

XV. That the General k and Com- 
mander in Chief of cur armies, and 
the Commander of any department 
thereof, be allowed as much forage 
for their horfes, and thofe of their 
fuite, as the fervice may require. 

XVI. That a Major General and 
Brigadier General, ' not having the 
command of a feparate department, 
fhall each be allowed forage for fix 
horfes for themfelves, their Aids de 
Camp or Brigade Majors,' and fer- 
yants. ' '. 

XVII. That the Commander in 
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Chief, and the Commander in any fe- 
parate department, be authorized to 
allow fuch forage, and for and during 
fuch times as they fhall think proper, 
to the Quarter-mafler GenemI and 
his Deputies, to the Mufter-mafter 
General and his Deputies, the 
Chief Engineer and his Afliflants, the 
Commiflary General and his Depu- 
ties, the Director General of the 
Hofpital, his Subs and Surgeons Ge- 
neral, to the Adjutant General and 
his Deputies, to the Colonels, Lieu- 
tenant Colonels, Majors, Adjutants, 
Quarter-maflers, and Surgeons of 
regiments, and to Provoft Martinis, 
or to fuch and fo many of the before- 
mentioned Officers and their Depu- 
ties, as the fervice fhall neceflarily 
require : provided always, That, if 
any of the Officers above-mentioned, 
their Deputies or Afliflants, mould be 
allowed forage, in confequence of 
any General Orders hereafter given, 
and fhould neverthelefs not keep any 
or fo many horfes as they would * be 
permitted to draw forage for, in fuch 
cafe no forage fhall be iflued for more 
horfes than they really have, nor fhall 
they, at any time thereafter, be al- 
lowed any forage as back allowance, 
or any money in lieu thereof. 

XVIII. That a Deputy Quarter- 
mafler General be appointed to each 
department, and one to each grancE 
divifion of the army: the fan k of the 
former to be that of a Colonel, and 
of the latter that of a Lieutenant Co- 
lonel. 

XIX. That the Quarter-mafler 
General, with trie approbation of 
the Commander in Chief, or Com- 
mander of any feparate department, 
appoint a competent number of 1 De- 
puty Quarter-maflers General, a 
Waggon-mafler General, and fo 
many Waggon-maflers as the fervice, 
from time to time, may require, and 
make a return to the Board 'of War 
of the names of the perfons fo appoint- 
ed. 

XX. That Major, General MifRin 

b' ? 



Digitized by 



Googk 



< 285 



_le allowed, for his feryices as Quar- , 
ter-mafler General, one hundred 
and ftxty~fix dollars per month, 
in addition to his pay as Major Gene- 
ral. — That the pay of a Deputy 
Quarter-mafter General of a grand 
divilion of the army be feventy-five 
dollars per month,— That the pay 
of an Afliftant Deputy Quarter-ma- 
fter General .be forty dollars per 
month, and that he have the rank of 
Captain.— That the pay of a Wag- 
gon-mailer General be feventy-five 
dollars per month. —That the pay of 
a Deputy Waggon-mafter General 

■ be fifty dollars- per month.— That 
the pay of a Barrack-mafter General 
be feventy-five dollars per month.— 
That the pay of a Waggon-mafler, 
or Conductor of Waggons, be forty 
dollars per month. — That the pay of 
a Forage-mailer be forty dollars per 
month. 

XXI. That every Officer, non- 
commiffioned Officer, or Soldier, in 
the army of the United States, who 
fhall, on any pretence whatever, pre- 
fume to take out of any liable, pa- 
ilure, park, or carnage, any horfe 
or horfes belonging to the public, or 
any belonging to private peffons ac- 
tually employed in the public fervice, 
without having authority fo to do, by 
written order of the Commander in 
Chief, the Commander of any de- 
partment, the Commanding Officer 
of any pofl where fuch horfes may be, 
the Quarter-mafter General, or any 
of his Deputies or Afliftants, or by 
the Commanding Officer of Artillery, 
or #ny detachment thereof, who may 
giveprder for the taking of horfes af- 
figned to that corps only, fuch orders 
to fpecify the particular fervice for 
which fuch horfe or horfes are taken, 
fhall be for fuch offence, as Toon as 
may be, brought to a General Court- 
martial ; and if the fact is proved to 
jhe fatisfaction of . the Court, the 
pomrhander in Chief, or other Gene- 
ral Officer, having, given orders for 
fuch Court toxonvene, fhall, upon con- 



viction,, immediately difmifs from thp 
fervice fuch offender, if an officer, un- 
lefs from fome circumftances the 
Commander in Chief or fuch General 
Officer fhall fee caufe to pardon the. 
Offence : and if a non-commifijoned 
Officer or private, he fhall order fuch 
corporal punilhment to be inflicted as 
he may think proper, not exceeding 
one hundred lafhes, unlefsfrom fomc 
circumflances the Commander in 
Chief or fuch General Officer fhaD 
fee caufe to pardon the offence. 
Extracts from the Minutes, 
Charles Thomson, Secretary. 

In Conrrefs, Jane 10, 1 777. 
Refolved, That for fupplyiug the 
army of the United States with provi- 
fions, one Commiffary-general and 
four Deputy CommifTaries-general of 
purchafes, and one Commiffary-ge- 
neral and three Deputy CommifTaries- 
general of iffues, be appointed by 
Congrefs. 

2. That each of the faid Commit 
faries and Deputy Commiffaries be 
authorized to appoint for himfelf one 
Clerk. 

3. That the Deputy CommifTaries- 
general have authority to appoint as 
many Afliftant Commiffaries to act un- 
der them as may, from time to time, be 
neceffary, and the fame to difplace 
at pleafure, making returns thereof 
to the Commiffaries-general refpec- 
tively, who fhall l^avc full power to 
limit their numbers, to dhptece fuch 
as they (hall think difqualified for the 
trull, and direct their refpective De- 
puty CommifTaries-general to appoint 
others in their ffead : that fpecial 
care be taken by the officers empower- 
ed as aforefaid, to appoint none but 
perfons of probity, capacity, vigi- 
lance, and attachment to the United 
States; and the caufe they are en- 
gaged in, and to make returns to the 
Board of War, the Commander in 
Chief, and the Commander of the 
refpective department of the AiMant 

"Commiffaries by them refpectively 
" '"'•' "appointed. 
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appointed, their feveral places of deliver unto the Commiflary-general 
abode, the time of their appointment of ifTues, or nis deputies or affiflants, 



and difmiflion, and the poll, place, 
magazine or diflrict, to which they are 
feverally afugned ; and that the De- 
puty ComimfTaries-general of pur- 
chafes and i/Tues in the fame diftrict 
make fimilar returns to each other. 

4. That the CommifTary-general 
of purchafes fhall fupenntend the De- 
puty Commiftaries-general of pur- 
chafes, and affign to each a feparate 
diftrict, who fhall conftantly refide 
therein, and not make any purchafes 
beyond the limits thereof; and every 
purchafer employed therein fhall alfo 
have a certain diflrict afligned him by 
the refpective Deputy CommifTary- 
general, in which he fhall* refide, 
and beyond the limits of which he 
fhall not be permitted to make any 
purchafes, unlefs by fpecial order of 
his fuperior, directing the quantity 
and quality of provifions fo to be pur- 
chafed beyond his limks, and inform- 
ing fuch purchafer of the prices given 
by the flationed purchafer in the di- 
fbict to which he may be tent 

5. That the ComniifTary-general 
of purchafes fhall direct the Deputy 
Commiflary-general in their refpective 
diftricts to inform themfelves and af- 
fiflants, as nearly as may be, of the 
prices for which the articles, which 
they are to procure, may be purchaf- 
cd» and that neither they nor any of 
the faid affiflants, employed under 
their direction, exceed fuch prices; 
and if any Deputy CommifTary-gene- 
ral of purchafes fhall neglect his duty, 
or be guilty of any fraud or mifcorf- 
duct in his office, the CommifTary- 
general may fufpend' him, and fhall 
immediately certify the fame to Con- 
grefs, with the reafons for fuch fuf- 
penfion,. and appoint a perfon to act 
pi his Head with all the powers of a 
Deputy CommiiTary-geaefial, until 

the fenfe of Congrcfs mall be known , any purchafe is made ; in the fecond, 
thereon. ^he names of the perfous from whom; 

6. That the prefent CommilTai'jj- _jn the third, jri what _glace ; in the 



all and every kind of provifions and 
other public flores in the Commif- 
fary-general*s department, that now 
are, or at the time when fuch deli- 
very fhall be made, may be, in any 
of the polls, places, magazines and 
flore-houfes, belonging to the United 
States, taking duplicate receipts for 
the fame, one fet whereof, together 
with a general return of all (lores fo 
delivered, to be fent to the Board of 
Treafury, that the CommifTary-gene- 
ral of ifTues may be charged there- 
with* 

7. That it fhall be the duty of the 
CommifTary-general of purchafes, witn 
the afliflance of the Deputy Comroif- 
faries-general and AfTiuant Commif- 
faries of purchafes, to purchafe all 
provifions and other necefTaries al- 
lowed,, or which may hereafter be 
allowed by Corigrefs to the troops of 
the United States, and deliver the 
Commiflary-general of ifTues, or his 
deputies or affiflants, in fuch quanti- 
ties and at fuch places or magazines, 
as the Commander in Chief, or the 
Commander in the respective depart- 
ment, fhall direct. 

8. Thatthe Commi/Tary-general of 
ifTues fhall direct the refpective Deputy 
CommifFaries-general to ftation one 
of their affiilants at every fort, poll, 
place or magazine, where provifions 
are or may be ftored. 

9. That the Commiflary-general 
of purchafes fhall furnifh each of the 
Deputy CommHTaries-general and af- 
fiflants with a book, in which is to 
be entered every purchafe by them 
respectively made ; and, that all die 
accounts may be kept in the fame 
form, he fhall caufe the pages of fuch 
books to be divided into ten columns: 
in* the Hrft of which fhall te entered , 
the year, month and day in which 



general, by himfelf or ht« deputies 



fourth, the fpecies and quantity of 
provifions, 
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provifions, and, if live-flock, the 
number, colour and natural marks ; 
in the fifth, the artificial -marks and 
number ; in the fixth, the prices ; in 
the feventh, the amount of the pur- 
jthafe-money ; in the eighth, ninth 
and tenth, the weight of the meat, 
tides and tallow of the live-flock, as 
hereafter dire&ed : and the Connnif- 
fary-general of iflues fhall furnifh 
each of the iffuing Deputy Commif- 
faries-general and Affiftants with a 
fjmilar book, in which fhall be en- 
tered all proviiions received by them 
from the purchafers refpe&ively : the 
firft column to contain the time of re- 
ceiving fuch provifion ; the fecond, 
the name of the purchafer; and- in 
each of the other columns, the entries 
before directed. 

.- jo. That each pwchafer fhall en- 
ter, in different pages of the faid 
book, each fpecies of proviiions by 
purchafed, and, at the end of 



) 



him 

fhalL foot and transfer the perfon delivering the laid articles'; 
provided that if any live-ftock, under 



every month 

the faid entries to a general account, 
fpecifying the quantity, amount and 
average coil of each article, and fhall 
alfo, in the courfe of the next fuc- 
ceeding month, fend a copy of fuch 
account to the refpeclive Deputy 
ConunifTary-generals, who fhall there- 
upon make out a monthly return of 
all the provisions purchafed m his di- 
ilricl, fpecifying the quantity, amount 
and average coft of each fpecies, as 
before directed, together with a copy 
of each purchafer's accounts, to the 
Board of War and CommifTarv-gene- 
ral of purchases within the time li- 
mited as aforefaid. 

11. That the purchafing Commif- 
&rics deliver live-ftock and other pro- 
vifkms required by the Commiflary, 
or feveral Deputy CommifTaries-ge- 
neral of iflues, at fuch places as they 
fhall refpe&ively direcl. 

1 2. That the Deputy Comriiifery- 
general of purchafes, in each diftrid, 
ftiallfpeciallyappointoneormore affif- 
tants to purchafe live-ftock, who fhall 
canfe to be branded on the horns of 



all cattle by them purchafed, the num- 
ber and initial letters of their names 
refpeclively, and fhall alfo have power 
to employ drovers, and a peribn at 
each place, to which they may re- 
fpeclively be directed to fend cattle, 
to receive, kill and deliver, the fame 
as hereafter directed. 

13. That each drove of live-ftock, 
or quantity -of provifkms or other 
ftores, that may be fent to any poft, 
place or magazine, by any purchafer, 
(ball be accompanied with duplicate 
invoices, taken from the entries di- 
rected to be made in the books of the 
purchafing Comminaries, one of 
whkh, together with the live-ftock 
or other ftores, fhall be deb'vered at 
fuch poft, place or magazine, to the 
perfon appointed to receive live-ftock, 
or to the iffuing Commiflaries refpec- 
tively, who, on the other, fhall give 
his receipt for the articles received, 
to be tranfmitted to the purchafer by 
the nerfon deMrerintrthp i\\A arttrl^* 



the care of the drover > fhall be want- 
ed at any other poft than that to which 
they were ordered, the purchafer's 
Deputy at fuch poft may detain them, 
taking a copy of the invoice, as far 
as it refpetts the live-ftock detained, 
and giving his receipt for the fame 
on the back of the faid invoice, fpe- 
cifying their marks and numbers, and 
the perfon to whom the reMuc may 
be delivered, fhall give his receipt 
therefor on the fame invoice, and de- 
tain the other for his life as aforefaid 
1 4. That each drove of live-ftock 
fhall be killed under the direction of 
the Purchafer's Deputy receiving the 
fame, who fhall weigh and deliver the 
meat to the ComrrufTary of ifFues of 
the refpeeUve poft, together with du- 
plicates of the invoice left by thedro* 
ver, entering in the eighth column 
the weight of the quarters of the fe- 
veral creatures ; in the ninth, the 
weignt of the hide ; in the tenth, the 
weight of the tallow ; and at the foot 
of each invoice* the number of heads 

and 
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and tongues : and the Commiflary of 
ifTues fhall indorfe his receipt on one 
of the invoices, and deliver it to the 
I)epujy afore faid, who fhall return it 
to the purchafer as his voucher, and 
to enable him to fill up the eighth, 
ninth and tenth columns of the entries 
in his book ; and the other fhall be 
kept by the ifTuing CornmifTary for his 
own ufe. 

1 5 * That the CommifTary-general 
of purchafes fhall contract by himfelf, 
or the refpeclive Deputy Commifla- 
ries-general, with one or more perfons 
in each diftrict, to make or fupply a 
fuificient quantity of vinegar for the 
ufe of the army. 

16. That the Deputy Commifla- 
ries-general of purchafes take fpecial 
care to procure rull fupplies of vege- 
tables, as being efTenuklly neceflary 
to the health of the army ; and they 
are refpectively empowered and di- 
rected, wkh the advice of the Com- 
mander in Chief, or Commander of 
the refpeclive Diftrict, to hire land 
therein, and raife fuch quantities of 
vegetables as are wanted and cannot 
be otherwife procured for the army; 
and for this purpofe, to employ fuit- 
able perfons toconduct,and labourers 
to affifl in. carrying on die faid bufi- 
nefs. 

17. That the CommifTary-general 
of purchafes /hall, from time to time* 
apply to Congrefs for all the money 
wanted in his department, and fhall 
make the neceflary advances to. the 
refpeclive Deputy Commifiaries-gene- 
ral, calling them to account as often 
as he ihall judge it neceflary; and, the 
Deputy Commiflaries-general fhall; 
in like manner, make advances of the 
money received cf the faid Commif- 
fary-general, to their refpeclive af- 
fiflants, and call them to account as 
afore faid. 

ig. That the Commiflary or De- 
puty Commiflaries-general of purcha- 
fes and I flues fhall refpectively be ac- 
countable for the conduct of the offi- 
cers of their own appointment j and 



all the accounts of purchafes, ani 
i flues, fhall, once in fix months, be 
fettled by the refpeclive CommifTaries- 
general with the proper Commiffioners 
of Accounts ; each account of pur** 
chafes to be vouched by the feveral; 
bills and receipts of the venders, fpe- 
cifying the colt, and the receipts of 
the inuing Commif&ries fhewing the 
delivery of all articles therein charged; 
and each account of iffues by the vic- 
tualling returns hereafter directed to 
be made ; and receipts for all provi- 
fions charged therein as rations, or 
fent by the refpeclive ifTuing Com- 
miflary to any other. And the Com- 
miflaries-general ihall produce the 
monthly returns of the feveral pur- . 
chafing and ifTuing Commiflaries, to. 
be ufed by the CommifHoners in ad- 
juring their refpeclive accounts. 

19. That the Commiflaries-gene- 
ral of purchafes and iffues, and their 
refpeclive Deputies, for the negleclof 
duty, or other offenses in their refpec- 
tive offices, fhall be fubjecl to military 
arreft and trial by order of the Com- 
mander in Chief, or any General Of- 
ficer commanding a divifion in the 
army, poft or department, where fuch: 
neglect of duty or offence may hap- 
pen ; and the refpeclive Afliftants of 
the Deputy Commiflaries-general of. 
purchafes and iflues fhall, for the fame 
caufes, be liable to military arreft as 
commiffioned officers in the army, by 
any General Officer, or any Officer- 
commanding at a detached pofl to 
which fuch Afliftants may beafflgned. 

20. That the Commiffary-general 
of ifTues fhall fuperintend the refpec- 
tive Deputy Commiflaries-general, 
and affign to each a feparate difbricl ; 
and have full powers to fufpend them, 
and appoint others for a time, as al- 
ready appointed for the CommifTary- 
general of purchafes. 

21. That every ifTuing Commiflary 
fhall enter iudiftincl pages of the book 
mentioned in the ninth article,, each 
fpecies of provinons. or. other ftores 
received by him, including the provi- 
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fidris delivered by other iffuing C!om- 
roifTaries or the prefent CommifTary- 
general, and the fame entries fhall be 
made with refpett tothefe, as therein 
are directed, when provifions are re- 
ceived from the purchafers ; excepting 
that the prices and colt of articles de- 
livered by the faid CommifTaries may 
be omitted. 

22. That every i/Tuing CommifTary 
fhall be furnifhed with a book of if- 
fixes, in which he fhall open a feparate 
account with each regiment, corps or 
detachment to which he may iflue, or 
CommifTary to which he may fender 
deliver provifions ; and each page' 
thereof mail be divided into columns, 
in the firit of which fhall be entered 
the time of delivery ;. in the fecOnd, : 
the name of the officer, upon whofe' 
return provifions are i/Tued, or by 
whom fent to any other iftuing Com- 
mifTary ; itl the third, the number of 
rations, and in other feparate column*' 
the fevenil quantities of each fpecies 
of provifions delivered as rations, of 
fent to the Commiflaries as aforefaid. 
And on the Lift day of every montli, 
he fhall foot the faid accounts, and 
alfo all the accounts of proyff;cns re- 
ceived and entered in the book men- 
tioned in the preceding article. 

23. That every ifluing Commif- 
fary fhall take duplicate receipts for 
each quantity of provifions and ftores 
by him fent to any poft, place or ma- 
gazine, agreeably to the form of the 
entries directed tb be madein the book 
ofiflues, one of which he fhall deliver 
to the officer, or perfon employed to 
deliver the faid provifions or ftores ; 
and the iffuing CommifTary at fuch 
poft, place or magazine, or at any 
intermediate poll, who may receive 
fuch provifions or ftores, or any part 
thereof, fhall certify the quantity on 
the back of the faid receipt, which 
the officer or perfon, who delivered the 
provifions, fhall return to the Com- 
mifTary that fent them as his voucher. 
And in cafes of deficiency, the Com- 
mifTary who fent the provifions fhall 
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credit the CorAmiffary to whom the^r 
were dire&ed for the quantity loft, if 
the fame ha? been placed to his debit, 
and th«41 charge twice the amount 
thereof to the account of the officer or 
perf6n employed to deliver it, and 
infill alfo tranfmit a copy of the laid 
account to the Pay-maiter or Deputy 
Pay-m?.iter General in the difcricl, ,vho 
fhall fend to the lifuing CommifTary 
a receipt for fbch account, to be pro- 
duced by him on fettlemerit, and mall 
alio deduct the amount thereof from 
the pay of the delinquent, and credit 
the United States therefor: provided 
that if'any proviiionfor ftores thall be 
loft by unavoidable accident,' and- the 
fame is proved by fworn evidences be- 
fore the commanding officer of the 
poft from or to which fach provifions 
or ftores were fent, his certificate, 
with the proof annexed, fhall autho- 
rize the CommifTary to cancel fuch' 
charge. 

24. That no provifions be ifTued to 
any peHbns- but by the written order 
of the Commander in Chief, the Com-* 
rriander of any department, theQuar- 
ter-mafter General, any of his Depu- 
ties or Afliftants, the Commanding 
Officer of a poft, defcribing the per- 
fon m whofe favour fuch order fhall 
be given ; or upon a return figned by 
the Commanding Officer of a corps 
or detachment thereof, whether com- 
miffioned or norf-commifficned, or by 
the regimental Quarter-mafter. 

25. That when any troops are or- 
dered to quit a poft, and the ifTuing 
CommifTary remains at fuch poll, the 
refpeftive Commanding Officers of 
the fevefal regiments or corps fhall call 
on the iftuing CommifTary for a cer- 
tificate, fpecifying the day to which 
they were victualled inclusively ; and 
in cafe detachments of different regi- 
ments or corps are made, the Com- 
manding Officer of fuch detachments 
{hall procure a certificate from the 
CommifTary, in which fhall be iniarted 
the days to which the different troops, 
ofwhfch his dttachment maybe com- 
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pofed, were vi&ualled, and the next 
and fubfequent provifion return for 
fuch detachment (hall diftinguifh the 
carps out of which it is formed , and 
the number of each corps, to the end 
that the CommiiTary may charge each 
corps with the provifion iflued to it ; 
and if any CommiiTary, at any other 
poft, (hall victual any other corps or 
detachment comprehended in the fore- 
going defcriptkm before fuch certifi- 
cates are produced, he (hall charge the 
officer commanding the fame with 
twenty days proviiion for the whole 
number of men under his care, and 
make return thereof to the Pay-mafter 
General, or Deputy Pay-mafter Gene- 
ral in the Diitrict, who (hall make 
the proper ftoppages* and alfo to the 
Board of Treafury, who fhall charge 
him therefor* Provided, That if fuch 
certificates be procured and delivered 
within thirty days after the firft draw- 
ing of fuch certificate, the Com mi f- 
iary-general {hall cancel the charge, 
keeping the certificate as a voucher for 
ib doing: provided alfo, That not 
withstanding fuch certificate may be 
produced, if it fhall appear that the 
officer commanding any corps or de- 
tachment has drawn more provifion 
than the corps or detachment was en- 
titled to, he fhall ftand charged the 
double quantity fo over-drawn. 

26. That every ifTuingCcmmifTary 
Jhali take receipts for the number of 
rations, and forfo much of every fpe- 
cies of provifions as he may iflue there- 
for, 

27. That every ifTuing Commiflary 
on the laft drawing day, preceding 
the laft drawing day of every month, 
ihall victual the troops up to the laft 

. day of the month incluiive; and if 
provifions mould be ordered for troops 
going on detachments for fuch time as 
would run beyond that day, two re- 
turns ihall' be made out, one to the 
laft day of the month inclufive, t and 
. one from the firft day of the month 
. inclufive to the time ordered. 

t% . That every ifTuing Commiflary 



fhall number the provifion returns, 
and indorfe the fame with the date 
thereof, and die number of men vic- 
tualled, and put the returns of each 
detachmemt or corps on feparate files, 
each to contain the returns of a month 
for fuch corps or detachment. 

. 29. That wherever any capital. 
magazine fhall be eftablifhed, the 
Commander in Chief, or Commanding 
Officer of the department, fhall order 
Jlore-houfes to be built, and bar- 
racks for fifty men, and the fame to 
be inclofed with a ftockade. 

30. That whenever any of the pro- 
vifions or ftores in any of the maga- 
zines become lb damaged as to threaten 
a total lofs of all fuch damaged provi- 
fions, the Commiflary of iftues, to 
whofe care fuch provifions may be 
committed, fhall make return thereof 
immediately to the Deputy Commif- 
iary-general of ifTues, who is to apply 
to the Commander in Chief, or iome 
General Officer, to order a Court of 
Enquiry, who fhall thereupon grant 
one, and fuch provifions. as may by 
the Court be condemned, fhall be 
fold at public vendue, undier the di- 
rection of the Deputy Commi/rary- 
general of ifTues* public notice being 
given of fuch fale by advertifements, 
at leaft ten days before the day of 
iale, unlefs the Court fhould deter- 
mine that the fame ought to be fold- 

at an earlier day. 

31. That every Affiftant Cornmif- 
fary of ifTuei fhaH, within fix days 
after the 'lift day of every month, 
make a return to the Deputy Com- 
miflary-general of the difbicl, of all 
provifions and ftores in his magazine 
or ftore at the laft preceding return ; 
of all provifions by him received hi 
the preceding month ; from whom 
and whence ; of what he has iflued, 
fpecifying the regiment and corps, 
and the number of rations and quan- 
tity of each fpecies of provifions drawn 
t>y the fame ; and of what remains in 
ftore. 

32. That each Deputy Commif- 
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fay-general of iflbes ihall, from the 
monthly returns of the Ailiftant Com- 
"xniflaries, make out a general return 
for the diftridl, rpecifying what re- 
mained in the magazines or flores at 
the laft return ; what has been re- 
ceived Ance ; the number of rations 
and quantity of prpvifions iiTued, and 
what remains hi flore, diiEnguifhing 
the feveral pofts, places, magazines 
and regiments or corps as aforefaid ; 
one to be fent to the Board of War, 
one to the Commander in Chief, one 
to the Commander of the depart- 
ment, one to the Commi/Tary-general 
ofpurchafes, and one to the Commif- 
iary-general of iiTues. 

33. That the CommiiTary-general 
©f purchafes and CcuximifTary-general 
of lflues, each in his own department, 
jftake a general monthly return to the 
Board of War, the Commander in 
Chief, and the Commanding Officer 
of the refpeftive difbifts, and take 
ipedal care conitantly to provide and 
Furoifh each of the officers under him 
with printed forms of the books, in- 
voices, receipts and returns to be ufed 
by them reipeclively, agreeable to 
thefe refolve s* 

34. That no returns of rations 
drawn or returned by the feveral re- 
giments, be liereafcer made by the 
a/Tuing CommifTaries to the Commif- 
fary-general of mufters, or by him to 
the Adjutant-general, or by the Ad- 
jutant-general to the Board of War, 
as directed in the regulations of the 
Mnfter-mailer General's .department, 
paired oy Congrefs, the fourth day of 
.April M, 

3 5 . That the Commiflaries-general , 
and the refpective officers under them, 
apply to the C^uarter-mafter General 
•or his refpeSiye officers for waggons, 
teamsand horfes, wanted in the feve- 
ral diftricljs ; and if at any time it 
ihall be rieceiTary to hire the fame, 
they are not to exceed the rates ftipur 
Iated by Congrefs, or the Quajrter.- 
niafter General aforefaid. 

36. That all perfons employed to 



purchate for the United States any 
articles in the feveral departments of 
the Commiflary-general of purchafes, 
Quarter-mailer, Director, or Clo- 
thier-general, or the Commiflary- 
general of military ftores, ihall pre- 
vioufly apply to them, or the princi- 
pal officers under them refpeeuvety, 
for certificates of the feveral prices by 
them allowed for fuch articles, and 
ihall not, on any pretence whatso- 
ever, exceed fuch prices* And it is 
recommended to the feveral States to 
give to their purchafers refpeetively 
umilar directions* 

37. That the Commiflary-general 
of purchafes, from time to time, pro- 
vide fufficient quantities of fait, and 
deliver it to the Commiffary-general 
of UTues, or the refpe&ive officers un- 
der him, who are airected to iiTue to 
the troops only fuch quantities and in 
fuch manner as, the Commander in 
Chief, or Commander of the refpec- 
tive diftria, ihall direct. And the 
Commiflary-general of iiTues fhall di- 
rect tbe refpeftive Deputy Commif- 
faries General to employ a iuitable 
number of coopers ana packers, who 
ihall fait and pack provifions at the 
feveral magazines and ftores, and 
take the proper precautions with rc- 
fjpett to all provliions therein depo- 
ts. And whereas great confufion 
hath arifen from th£ manner in which 
officers and foldiers have been paid 
for rations and parts of rations allowed 
to, but not drawn by them respec- 
tively ; 

Kdblved, That t^e parts of a 
ration be eftimatcd as foliows, 
vie. for the daily allowance of 
beef, pork or iifh, four ninetieths 
of a dollar ; of bread or flour, two 
ninetieths ; of peafe or beans, one 
ninetieth ; of milk, one ninetieth; of 
beer, one ninetieth ; of rice, one half 
of a ninetieth ; and of foap one half 
of a ninaieth ; making in the whole 
ten ninetieths of a dollar for each 
rations and that for the future the 

, O Z Quarter- 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( *9? y 



Quarter»-mafter, or other perfon, 

drawing provifion for any regiment, 
corps or detachment, fhall, on the 
lait tb.y of every month, majce out 
an abftradt of the number of retained 
rations due to each officer refpedlively, 
and alfo the number of each part of a 
ration due to fuch regiment, corps or 
detachment, and deliver the fame to 
the refpective iiluing Commiilaryj, 
who fl^all compare it with his books, 
and finding it right, fhall certify 
tiiereon that the feveral charges in the 
abftract are juft, and that fuch a fum 
as he fhall find to be due, fhould be 
paid to the refpe&ive Pay-mafler of 
the reg'ment, corps or detachment, 
who fhah annex the faid abftradl to 
the pay-roll, that the Pay-mailer, or 
Deputy Pay-mailer General, of the 
diflricl may pay, arid he is hereby re- 
quired to pay furh ration-abilracT: to 
the regimental Pay-maflc-r, who is di- 
rected to pay the refpc&ive officers 
and foldien;, and take their receipts. 
And when any regiment, corps or de- 
tachment, or ifTuing Ccmmiflary, is 
ordered to leave a poll before the end 
of the month, the. rat'on-abflracls 
fhall be mace up to die cay of his or 
their leaving the peft, and certified 
by the Com-iiiflfary as aforefaid. 

$g. That th'i C< mmrftary of iflues 
at every poll" where cattle are killed 
for the ufeof the army, appoint a 
careful perfon to take charge ct the 
hides and tallow, to fee that the for- 
mer c'.re properly dried, and that the 
latter is properly rendered, and that 
bpth are difpofed of as the Commif- 
fary-general ,of iifues, by order, of 
Ccngrefs, fhall direct. 



' Pennsylvania War-Offiqe, 

Philadelphia, May 2, 7 777* 
Application having becn'maie to 
• the Board by the Honourable Major- 
gcneral Schuyler for affiflance in pro- 
curing blankets for the ufe of the 
Continental troops ; and the Honour- 



able Congrcfs haviqo, recommended 
to the Legiflative Bodies of the feveral 
States, to make an affeffment of blaiw 
kets on the inhabitants, agreeable to 
their circumftances : and whereas the 
Prefident of the Supreme Executive - 
Council, with the Vice Prefident, 
and fuch members of the faid Coun- 
cil, in conjunction with the Board of 
War for this State, and (in fuch cafes 
as relate to the marine) the Navy- 
Board, are, in the pjefent critical 
exigency of affairs, by refbJve of the 
Honourable Congrefs, vetted with the 
exercife.of every authority to promote 
the fafety of the State, till fuch time 
as the Leglilative and. Executive Au- 
thorities of the Commonwealth of 
Pennfylvania can be convened : and 
as the' want of blankets for the troops, 
may occafion fkknefs, and the death 
of many valuable men, and reduce 
the ftrength of our' army, and it ap T 
pearing to this Board^ that an imme- 
diate fupply is neceflary ; therefore' t 
Rcfolved, That four thoufand 
blankets be cpllected in this State from 
the inhabitants, m fuch quantities as 
is proportionate to the number they 
"have in family, and the itock of blan r 
kets they may be pofTe/Ted of; for 
'which blankets they mall be paid the 
full value, according to an appraife- 
ment to be made of them, as will be 
'hereafter directed, 

Refohed, That the city and coun- 
ties fhajl fupply of the faid four thou- 
fand blankets in the proportion a* 
follows : 

The city of Philadelphia- - 667 
County of Philadelphia - - 66y 
Bucks - , - - 33j 
£ heller. - " r 500 
Lancailer - - 500 
Berks - - - - 333 
Northampton - 167 

York . - # - . - 500 
Cumberland - - 333 

i ~ 

4000 

Refolved, That twelve Gentlemen 

be appointed in the city, and 'ihefame 

" - - '■ * number 
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namber in each' of the faid cpunties, 
%q be CommifTioners, to aid and aflift 
this Board in carrying into execution, 
in their refpe&ive diftricls, every 
rneafure that may be recommended 
for the fafety of this Commonwealth. 
And that they employ proper an4 
difcreet men, in fbch numbers as 
they may think necefTary, to collect 
immediately from every family their 
proportion of blankets for the pur- 
poles aforefaixl, and that they direct 
the proportion to be fupplied by- every 
family or families within their refpec^ 
tive diilricls ; for which purpofe, they 
£re to take every nece/Tary rneafure 
to do equal juftice to the people, 
and to facilitate the collecting of the 
fame. 

: RefOlved, That the faid Commif- 
£oners direct an appraifement to be 
made of fuch blankets, antf order 
immediate payment to be made for 
|he fame, and that a fufficient fum 
.of' money be fent to the faid Conr- 
miffioners to pay for the blankets {q 
£oUe&cd. 

Refolved, That George Henry, 
Richard Humphreys, Charles Wilfon 
Peale, John Dunlap, Thomas Irwin, 
Cafper Guyer, Robert Smith, Jacob 
Graff, Alexander Boyd, Ephraim 
ienham, Jacob Bright, and Jacob 
Schriener, be appointed Commif 
lioners for the arWefa-d purpofe, in 
the city of Philadelphia; and that 
William Coats, Jacob Eagle, -Sa- 
muel Dewees, George Smith, Ar- 
chibald Thomas, William Antis, 
Daniel Heefter, John Moore, Ben- 
jamin M'Veaugh, Wiiihm Dean, 
Robert Curry, andlfaac Waper, be 
appointed Commifiioners for the 
"aforefaid purpofe, in r the county, of 
Philadelphia. That Jof^h Kirkbride, 
John Gill, Samuel Smith, William 
Crawford, John tacey, Andrew 
Xachlien, Joleph Hart, James 'Be- 
nexet, Henry Wynknop, Major 
'M'lrvairie, John, Kidd, and' Richard 
Gibbs, be 'gppQjnted' Conditioners 
' for the aforeiaid purpofe hr tfie;cftunty 



of Bucks. That Robert Smith, Ben- 
jamin Brannon, TRoihas Straw- 
bridge, Thomas Cheney, Lewis 
Gronow, Andrew Boyd, Richard ' 
Thomas, Caleb Davis, Nicholas 
Fairlamb, William Evans, and Will 
Kam Clinghan, be appointed Com- 
xniffloners for the aforefaid purpoie 
in the county of* Cheiler, That Bar- 
tram Galbraith, James Crawford^ 
Adam Ordt, Robert Thornton, J - 
fbua Elder, Chrillopher Crawford- 
William Atlee, John Hubley, Alex- 
ander Lowry, Curtis Grub, Philip 
Mariteller, Matthias Slough, and 
Adam K-rigart, be appointed Com- 
miffioners tor the aforeiaid purpofe in 
the county of LancaiW. r J hat Rich- 
ard M'Allifter, Hans Morrifon, John 
Hays, James M*Canlis, John tar^ 
fon, Jofeph Donnaldfon, James 
Smith, Martin Eichelberger, James 
Edgar, Francis Crazer, and Joha 
Hay, be appointed Commiflionexs 
for the aforeiaid purpofe in the county 
of York. That Jacob Morgan, Johi 
t Old, Abraham Lincoln, Henry bhoe^ 
maker, Chriftian Lower, jun. Va- 
lentine Eckart, James Read, Henry 
Haller, Adam Whitman, Benjamin 
Spker, Mark Bird, Daniel Hunter, 
and Gabriel Heilter, be appointed 
CommiuToners for the aforeiaid pur- 
pofe in the county of Berks* 'lhat 
James Galbraith, James Gregory, 
Benjamin Biythe, Robert M'Coy, 
George Sharp, John Harris, William 
Lyon, George Stephenfou, William 
Clark, John Hams, William But- 
field, and Hugh Alexander, be ap- 
pointed CommifTioners for the a£orc~ 
laid purpoie in die county of Cumn 
berlantf. That John Wcizel, Jacob 
.Shoemaker,. David Deihter, Arthur 
Lardmer/Jolm Chambers, Colonel 
La^er,'* Abraham, Berlin^ Simon 
Ejriibacji, Peter Rhodes,. Ro'bert JLe^ 
ti^tTooper, a^d Jacob Stroud^ be ap^ 
.'planted Qomruiiii oners ,% the afore- 
iaid T purppjte }n.,the, couaty of North,- 
'ampton^ 6 ; . ; :. ., - 

^.Reiplvea, That die faid Commif- 
* v ' Turners 
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iionm be allowed 

per diem, for each day they are em- 
ployed in the buiinefs aforefaid. 

Refolved, That do blankets be 
collected but fuch as are fit for £cld 
life, and that the Lieutenants, or 
Sub-lieutenants, of the relpe&ve 
counties, fupply the faid Commif- 
fioners with a fufficient bodv of the 
militia to carry thefe Refolves into 
execution, whenever they find it ne- 
ccfTary to apply to them for that pur- 
pofe. By order, 
7*homas Whaetov, jun.Prefident. 



jPlKNSYLVANJA WaH-OfFICE, 

Whereas by a Refblve of the Ho- 
nourable Congrefs of the 14th of 
April, it is recommended to the dif- 
ferent Legiflatures to authorize the 
en lifting of apprentices and fervants 
to compleat tne regiments railing in 
their refpeftive States. And whereas 
4>y the recefs of the Legislature of this 
State, no law, however neceffary, 
can at this time be enacted : therefore 

Refolved, That his Excellency the 
Preftdent of tlje Supreme Executive 
Council, together with this Board, 
entirely concurring with that Honour- 
able Body in the propriety and necef- 
fityof the mearore recommended, are 
fully of opinion, that the enlifting 
of apprentices and fervants,' of the 
age of fixteen years and upwards, to 
compleat the troops of this State at* 
the prefent critical juncture, ought 
to be allowed of, declaring at the 
fame time, that they fhall efteem it 
their duty to ufe their influence (if 
neceflary) wirix the Legifiature of this 
State, as foon as convened, to pafs a 
law to make full compenfation to fuch 
mailers of apprentices and femats as 
kave or may fuffer by this neceflary 
meafnre being carried into executiori, 
and that fox the future none are to be 
enlifted under the age of fixteen years. 
By order of the Board, 
Jacob S. Howell, Secretary. 



Philadelphia, June 10, 1 777. 
The following ij an extraft from the 

inftruBiom given by the town of 

Bofton, on the 16th ult. to their Rd- 
frefentati*vee in Affemhly, <uist* 
^ " You are to move, that imme- 
diate application be made to Con- 
grefs, that all the States money might 
be redeemed with Continental cur- 
rency, and each State charged by the 
Continent for what they receive. If 
this could be accomplifhed, and the 
money redeemed by loan certificates, 
it would operate dqubly in favour of 
the States, for as they carry intereft, 
they would be fpeedily hoarded ; and 
being taken out of circulation, would 
jpve the remaining currency a propor- 
tionably greater value, and in that 
cafe would be nearly equal to a tax ; 
befides, the currency being all of the 
fame fpecies, a counterfeit would be 
more eafily difcovered, than when a 
great variety of money is pafling, and 
then it would be the joint intereft of 
all the States to keep the credit good, 
and might be a farther means of 
ftrengthening the union." 

It is reported, and believed, that 
ammunition and cloathing are depo- 
fited, by order of a certain European 
Court, at New Orleans and the Ha- 
vaanah, with directions to lend them 
to fuch American veffels as may call 
for them. 

In Congrefs, June 7, 1777. 

Whereas complaint has been made 
that many of the regimental Pay- 
masters abfent themfeives from the 
army, by which the public fervice 
greatly lUffers. 

Refolved therefore, That the Com- 
mander in Chief, and the Com- 
mander in each feparaxe department, 
be directed to take the molt effe&ua! 
means for compelling all regimental 
*Pay-mafters to attend punctually tp 
the duties of their office, and that 
fuch as are negligent be puniflied anil 
difplaced, and that they be' refpec- 
tively impowered to appoint others 
of ability, diligence and integrity, 
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in the room of fuch as are dis- 
placed. Extraft from the Minutes, 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 
The liberal provifion made by Con- 
grefs in the new medical arrange- 
ment, joined with a humane defire to 
prevent the repetition of the diitrefles 
which afHi&ed the brave American 
foldiers the lafl campaign, have drawn 
men of the firft abilities into the field, 
to watch over the health, and pre- 
serve the lives of the foldiers, many 
of them from very extenfive and pro- 
fitable practice, and every fpecies of 
domeftic happinefs. Dr. William 
Brown of Virginia, Dr. James Crailc 
bf Maryland, and Dr Thomas Bond, 
jun. of Philadelphia, are appointed 
Afliflant Director - generals. Dr. 
Walter Jones of Virginia, and Dr. 
Benjamin Rufh of Philadelphia, Phy- 
fician and Surgeon-generals of the 
hofpitals of the middle department. 
Under thefe none but gentlemen of 
the beft education, and well qualified, 
are employed as fenior Phyficians, 
Surgeons, &c. The Eaflern and 
Northern departments are filled with 
gentlemen of the firft characters in 
thofe countries ; and the public may 
depend on it, that the greateft exertions 
of flcill and induftry ftiall be ccnilantly 
made, and no coil fpared, to make 
the fick and wounded foldiery com- 
fortable and happy. As a confe- 
quence of the above liberal arrange- 
ment of the Honourable Congrefc, 
we do, with great pleafure, and equal 
" truth, aflure the public (notwithftand 



Philadelphia. 
A Sv??LEM&NT to the Aft intituled* 
" An AH for making the Continen- 
tal Bills of Credit ', and the Bills of 
Credit emitted by Re Joints of the 
late AJfemblies legal tender" and for 
other purpofa therein mtntioned. 
(Seepage 126.) 

Whereas in the A£k of General 
AfTembly of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, pafled the twenty-ninth 
day of January lafl pall, intituled* 
" An A£t for making the Conti- 
nental bills of credit, and the bills 
of credit emitted by the Reiblves of 
the late Aflemblies legal tender, and 
for other purpofes therein mention- 
ed," no mention is made in expref* 
words of bodies politic and corporate ; 
for which reafon it has been conflrued 
by fome perfons, that fuch bodies are 
not comprehended within the mean* 
ing of the faid Act : in order, there- 
fore, that the faid bills of credit, and 
alfo the bills of credit emitted, and 
to be emitted by virtue of an Ac\ in- 
tituled, " An A£l for emitting the 
fum of two hundred thoufand pound* 
in bills of credit for the defence of 
this State, and providing a fund for 
finking the fame by a tax on all cflater, 
real and perfonal, and on all taxable* 
within the fame," ihall be alike taken 
and made current in all payments bf 
all perfons, as well in their private as 
in their politic or corporate capacity. 
Be it enafted, by the repreienta- 
tives of the freemen of the Common- 
wealth of Pennfylvania in General 



ing the many falfe and wicked reports AfTembly met, and by the authority 
ited by the enemies of Ameri- of the fame, That all the bills of 



gated 
tanliberty, and only calculated to re- 
tard the recruiting fervice) that all the 
military hofpitals of the United States 
are in excellent order, and that the 
army enjoy a degree of health feldom to 
bt befeen or read of 
W. Shippen, jun. Direftor-general 

of the American hofpitals. 
John Cochran, Phyfician and Sur- 
geon-general of the army in the 
middle department. 
Headquarters, Middle-brook, June 4. 



credit declared to be legal tender by 
the faid firft recited Acl, and alio the 
bills of credit emitted, and to be emit- 
ted by virtue of the faid lafl recited 
Aft, ihall be legal tender, not only 
to thofe perfons and creditors therein 
mentioned, but alfo to all bodies po- 
litic and corporate, which faid bodies 
{hall be deemed and taken to be fub- 
jecl in all refpe&s to all the fines and 
forfeitures in the faid Acls mentioned, 
which the perfons or creditors therein 
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named are or "Ought to be fubjeft to 
for any offence committed againft the 
above recked Afts, as fully and ef- 
fectually to all intents and purpofes 
as if the laid bodies politic or corpo- 
rate had been expreisly named in the 
feidAft. • * 

John Bayard, Speaker. 

Enacted into a law the thirteenth day 

of June, }:i the year one thoufand 

' leven hundred and feventy r feven. 

John' Morris, junior, 

Clerk of General Afleinbly. 



State of New Jersey. 
In Council f.f Safety. 

V/hcreas in and by a certain Aft of 
the Legislature cf this State, paifed 
at Hadtlenfifeld, the fourth day of this 
prefent nionth cf June, intitled, 
" An Aft for rendering more effec- 
tual two certain Acts therein men* 
tionecf/* it is among other things 
enadted, that the Governor or Com- 
mander in Chief for the time being, 
and Council of Safety, be authorized 
and impewere'd to grant paifyorts or 
permifficns to pals through any parts 
cf this State, and alio to authorize 
fuch and fo many perfons in every 
county within the fame, to grant fuch. 
Jjaflports and permifnons, and under 
fucn regulations as they fhalr thkik 
neorlfary ; and to detain under guard 
all perfons fufpefted of dangerous de- 
figns Rgainlt this State, travelling 
Vithout fuch paifports 5r permiffions, 
until they fhall fatLfy the Governor 
and Council aforefaid, c'r the perfons 
fo by them authorized, of their being 
well affefted to the State, or of their 
travelling without any defigns inju- 
rious to it; and that every perfon 
who (hall be convicted of counterfeit- 
ing fuch paflpcrts or permiffions, fhall 
fuffer fitf months imprifonment ; as 
by the faid Aft, reference being 
thereunto had may appear. 

We do thereby, by thefe prefents, 
authorize and appoint to grant fuch 
paflpcrts and permiffions as aforefaid, 
the officers following, to wit, all the 
Members cf the Council and of the 



General AfTembly of this' State, the 
Juftices of" the Supreme Court, the 
Judges of the Inferior Court of Com- 
mon Pleas, the Juftices of the Peace, ( 
and the Field Officers of the Militia 
of this State, that is to fay y fuch of 
the faid JulHces of the Peace and 
Field Officers as have been duly qua- 
lified, and taken the oaths of abjura- 
tion and allegiance prefcribed by, law * 
which pa'fTports and permiffions ire 
hereby directed to be to the follow- 
ing effeft, viz. 

County of » fC. The Bearer 

hereof^ — — aged about '—years, of 
d — complexion^ rather — of jl attire y 
<ivith — eyssy a traveller from —*- to 

— has permiffion to pafs to faid — 
behaving h f-lf civilly. Dated ai 

— the — day of — 1 777- 

Which paflport or 'permifllon the 
faid officer is to fubferibe with his 
name and title of office; and all ferry- 
men and inn-keepers within this State 
are hereby prohibited to convey over 
any creelt or river, or to entertain 
any traveller (excepting the faid of- 
ficers hereby authorized to grant fuch 
paffpprts px pcrmiffion, and all per^ 
fons belonging to the army of the 
United States) who fhall fefufe to 
produce fuch paffport or pcrmiffion 
upon being thereto requeued, which 
every ferry-man and inn-keeper is 
hereby enjoined to do. 

Dated at Haddenfield^ the ninth 
day of June, in the year of our -Lord 
on thoufand feven hundred and fe- 
venty-feven. 
l William Livingston, Prefident. 



State of New Jersey. 

An Aft far rendering more effeSlual two 
certain Ails therein mentioned. 
Whereas two certain Acts of the 
Council and Aflembly of this State, 
the cneintitled, " An Aft to puniih 
traitors and diffiuTefted perfons," 
palled the fourth day of October laft, 
and the other intitled, " An Aft for 
inverting the Governor and a Coun- 
cil confifttng of twelve, with certain 
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powers therein mentioned for a li- 
mited time," palTed the fifteenth day 
of March laft., have been found in^ 
fufficient to anfwer all the falutaty 
purpofes thereby; intended : where-' 
fore, for the greater fecurity of the 
State, the more vigorous ftippreffibn 
of its internal enemies,' and to render 
the faid Adla more operative and ef- 
feaual: ^ ; 

i . Be it enacted, by the Council 
and General AfTembly of this State, 
and it is here*by enacted by the au- 
thori.y of the fame, That if any per- 
fon being a member of ? or owing al- 
legiance to this Government as de- 
fcribed in the firfl fcftion of the Ad 
herein firft mentioned, fhall be appre- 
hended on his way to the enemy with 
intent to go into their lines or en- 
campments, or into any places in 
their pofTeffion, without the licence; 
permifiion or pafiport of the Com- 
mander in Chief of the army Of the 
United States of America, 6r of the 
Governor or Commander in Chief of 
this State for the time being, or of 
fbme General Officer of the army of 
the faid United States, or of one of 
the Brigadiers-general of the militia 
6f this State, fuch perfon is hereby 
declared to be guilty of a capital fe- 
lony, and being thereof legally con- 
victed, fhall fuler death, accordingly; 
Provided neverthelefs, That if any 
perfon fo offending as aforefaid, fhally 
at the time of hit examination before 
the Governor and Council of Safety 
aforefaid, or within fix days there- 
after, declare his willirignefi to enlift, 
and fhall actually enlift with the leave 
of the Governor and Council afore- 
faid, to fcrve on board any of the 
veffels of war belonging to the Unhed 
States^ it fhall be lawful for them to 
fuffer him fb to enlift, and thereupon 
to difcharge him from his confine- 
ment, arid fuch his enlrftment fhall be 
deemed a foil pardon, of his offence 
aforefaid, any thing herein before 
contained to the contrary thereof not-v 
withibnding. 



) 



a; Arid be it further enacted; by 
tfc(e authority aforefaid, That if any 
perfon jbeing a member of, or owing 
allegiance to this Government, as in 
the faid firft mentioned Aft is de-> 
fcribed, Who hath, fince the fourth 
day of October hut voluntarily gone 
into any of the' enemy's lines or en- 
campment*, or into any places in 
their p'ofieffion, fhall return to any 
parts of this State in a fecret or clan- 
deftine manner, or without any leave, 
licence orjpafTport previoufly obtained 
from the Governor or Commander in 
Chief of this State for the time being, 
or from a General Officer of the army 
of the United States, or of one of the 
Brigadiers-general of the militia of 
this State, fuch perfon is hereby de* 
clared to be guilty cf a capital felony, 
and beirig . thereof convicted, fhall 
fufref death accordingly. Provide^ 
nevertheless, that he may enlift a* 
aforefaid; and that fuch enliftment 
fhall bc/conficlered arid bffefate in like * 
manner as the iriliitment of a perfon 
committing the offence fpcdffed ia 
the laft preceding fection of tins Aft; 

j; And be it further enacted, by 
fhe authority aforefaid; That the 
Governor or Commander in Chief 
for the time being, and Council afore- 
faid, are hereby authorized and im- 
powered to grant paftports or per- 
miffions to pais through any parts of 
this State, and alio to authorize fuch 
arid fo many perfons in every county 
within the fame to grant fuch pafT- 
ports and permiffions, and under fuch 
regulations as tliey fhall think necef* 
fary, and to detain under guard all 
periorts fufpected of dangerous de~ 
fijjns againil this State, travelling 
without Inch* paflports or permiffions, 
until they fhall fatisfy the Governor 
and Council aforefaid* of the perfons 
by them fo authorized, of their being 
well affected to the State, or of their 
travelling without any defigns inju- 
rious to it ; and every perfon Who 
fhall be convicted of counterfeiting 
any fuch pafTportt or permiffions, 
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Ifarall fuffer fix months imprifon- 
ihent. 

4. And be it further enafted, by the. 
authority aforefaid, That it fhall and 
may be lawful to and for the Gover- 
nor, or Commander in Chief for the 
time being, and Council aforefaid, 
to fend into the enemy's lines fuch 
of the wives and children of perfons 
lately refiding within this State, who 
have gone over to the enemy, as they 
ihall think neceflary, 

5.. And whereas by reafbn of the 
irruption of the enemy into feveral 
parts of this State, and the arts and 
influence of difaffefted perfons refiding 
in the fame, either no trials at all, or 
no fair and impartial trial of traitors 
and difaffefted perfons can be had in 
feveral counties of this State : 

Be it therefore further enacted, by 
the authority aforefaid, That every 
perfon who ihall be charged with, or 
committed for, any of the crimes or 
offences fpecified in the firft, fecond 
or third feftions of the faid Aft, in- 
titled, '* An Aft to punifh traitors 
and difaffefted perfons," may be 
tried for the fame in any county of 
this State by a jury of that county, 
at the difcretion of the Governor and 
Council aforefaid, though the offence 
he is charged with, and was commit- 
ted for, was done and perpetrated in 
any other county, any law, ufage or 
cuftom. to the contrary thereof in any 
wife notwithftanding. Provided ne- 
verthelefs, that the Governor and 
Council aforefaid may permit any, 
perfon fufpefted of, or charged with 
any of the faid crimes or offences, to 
enlift on board any of the veiTels of 
war belonging to the United States 
inftead of confining them for trial, 
and fuch inliftment fhall be deemed a 
■ full pardon of the faid crime or of- 
fence, any law to the contrary thereof 
•notwithftanding. 

6. And- be it further enacted, by 
the authority aforefaid, That, if any 
perfon, who ihall be convened before 
the Governor and Council aforefaid, 



by warrant, fummons, or Qtherwife* 
on fufpicion of being dangerous or 
diffaffeftedto theprefent Government, 
ihall neglect or refufe to take the oaths 
of abjuration and allegiance fet forth 
in an Aft intitled, " An Aft for the 
fecurity of the Government of New- 
Jerfey," pa/Ted the nineteenth day of 
September, one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and feventy-fix, upon the fame 
being tendered to him by them, and 
and fuch perfon as mail appear to the 
Government and Council too dange- 
ous to the State to be fuffered to go 
at large, upon, giving fecurity to ap- 
pear at the next Court of General 
Quarter Seflions of the Peace, and tc* 
be in the mean time of good behavi- 
our, the Governor and Council afore- 
faid are hereby authorized and im- 
powered to commit fuch perfon to 
clofe gaol, and certify the fame, with 
the caufe of commitment, under the 
hand and feal of the Governor, to the 
next Court of General Quarter Sef- 
fions of the Peace, where, if fuch per- 
fon fhall refufe to take the oaths, he 
mail be bound to his good behaviour, 
or be fined or imprifoned as the faid 
Court fhall deem neceflary, any thing; 
in the faid Aft, intitled, " An Aft 
to punifh traitors and dihafrefted per- 
fons," to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. 

7. And be it enafted, by the au- 
thority aforefaid, That whenever the 
Governor, or Commander in Chief 
for the time being/and any four of 
the faid Council of Safety, are met 
upon bufinefs, and a fifth member is 
not immediately expefted to complete 
the quorum required by the faid Aft, 
entitled, " An Aft for vefting the 
Governor and Council, confifling of 
twelve, with certain powers theroin 
mentioned for a limited time/* it fhall 
and may be lawful for. the faid Go- 
vernor or Commander in Chief for 
the time being, and the members of 
the faid Courfbil fo met* to fend for 
any Judge of the Court of Common 
Pleas, or any Juftice of the Peace in 
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Ac county in which they are fo af- 
fembled, to fupply the place of the 
Efth abfcnt member, and fuch Judge 
or Juftice mall, during his fitting 
with them, be deemed and efteemed 
to all intents and purpofes a member 
of the faid Council. 

8. And be it further enacted, 
oy the authority aforefaid, That the 
Governor, or Commander in Chief for 
the time being, by and with the ad- 
vice and confentof the Council afore- 
said, is hereby authorized and im- 
powered to carry all their lawful or- 
ders and directions into execution by 
any fuch detachment of the troops in 
the fervice of the United States as he 
may be able to procure for that pur- 
pole, at the expence of the faid States, 
in the fame manner as he is by the 
faid lafl mentioned act authorized and 
impowered to do, by any of the mi- 
litia of this State. 

9. And }>e it further enacted, by 
the authority aforefaid, That any 
dwelling-houfe, out-houfe, or guard 
room, in which the Governor or 
Commander in Chief for the time be- 
ing, and Council aforefaid, mail con- 
fine any- perfon for any offence com- 
mitted againft the faid Act, entitled, 
*' An Aft to pnnifh traitors and dif- 
aiFected perfons," mail be deemed 
and adjudged a legal gaol tothatpur- 
pofe. 

10. And be it further enacted, by 
the authority aforefaid, That, after 
the con4emnation of any offender for 
any crime committed againft the faid 
latt mentioned Act, for which fuch 
offender is fentenced jto fuffer 'death, 
the Judge, who fhal} pafs fentence on 
fiich offender, mall refpite his execu- 
tion, until the directions of the Go- 
vernor or Commander in Chief for the 
time being, and the Council aforefaid, 
can be held thereon, who may, and 
are hereby authorifed, at their dis- 
cretion, either to fuffer fuch offender 
to be executed purfuant to his fen- 
tence, or to fend him on board any of 
•the veflels of war belonging to the 



United States. Provided ■neverthe- 
lefs, that nothing herein contained 
mail extend in anywife to diminish the 
power and authority inverted by the 
Conftitution of this State in the Go- 
vernor and Council of this State, of 
granting pardons to criminals, after 
condemnation, in all cafes of treafon, 
felony, and other offences. 

1 1 . And be it further enacted, by 
the authority aforefaid, That the Go- 
vernor or Commander in Chief for 
the time being, and the Council of 
Safety aforefaid, fhall be, and they 
are hereby authorized to caufe to be 
cleanfed fuch of the towns of this 
State in which any troops have been 
quartered, as they mall think necef- 
fary, to prevent infeetiousdiftempers, 
and the expence thereof fhall be de-r 
frayed by warrants drawn by the Go- 
vernor or Commander in Chief for 
the time being, in the faid Council 
of Safety, on the Tfeafurer of this 
State, not exceeding three hundred 
pounds, 

12. And whereas the enemy has 
lately adopted the mean and unman- 
ly practice of encouraging our dif- 
affected fubjects fecretly, to appre- 
hend and convey into their lines fuch 
of the loyal fubjects of this State -as 
have rendered themfelves more pecu- 
liarly obnoxious to their refentment, 
on account of their fingular patriot- 
ifra, and more eminent fervices to 
their country. 

Be it therefore enacted, by the au- 
thority aforefaid, That it mail and 
may be lawful for the Governor or 
Commander in Chief for the time be- 
ing, and Council of Safety aforefaid, 
forthwith and from time to time here- 
after to apprehend and imprifon fuch 
and fo many perfons difaffected to this 
State, as they fhall think fufficientto 
induce the enemy to releafe fuch of the 
fubjects of this State as have already 
been, or hereafter may be fo fecretly 
apprehended and conveyed away as 
aforefaid and detained by the enemy, 
and them to caufe to be treated in like 
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manner as die enemy treat fuch pri- 
loners of this State, until they mall 
fee releafed and fet at liberty to return 
to their refpedive places of abode, 

I 3. And be it further enacted, by 
the authority aforefaid, That when- 
ever the Governor or Commander in 
Chief for the time being, by reafon 
of his abfence out of this State, or of 
ficknefs though within it, or by any 
other reafonable impediment, is pre- 
yented from attending the Council of 
Safety, the Vice-Prefident of the 
'Council of this State (hall be, and 
he is hereby inverted with fame power 
and authority as the Governor or 
Commander in - hief for the time be- 
ing is invefled with by this present 
aft, or the faid act, intitled," An 
Act for inverting the Governor and a 
.Council confining of twelve, with 
certain powers therein-mentioned, for 
a limited time." 

14 And be it further enacted by 
the fame authority,That this act (hall 
continue in force during the conti- 
nuance of the faid laft mentioned act, 
and no Jonger. 
* Pajfed at Haddonfield, 
^hjune, 1777: 

In Council, Philadelphia, July 5, 

Whereas the Conftitution of the 
.Commonwealth of Pennfylvsnia, in 
fection 30th, ordains, «' That Jus- 
tices of the Peace mall be elected by 
the freeholders of each ward, diitnet 
or townfhJp, as the law fhall direct; 
and that their names fhal be returned 
to thePrefident in Council, who fhajl 
commifiionate one/ or more of them, 
for each ward, difti-jfi or townfhip, 
fo returning, for ieven years." 

And whereas an aft of Aflembly, 
intitled, < 4 "An Act directing the mode 
and times of electing Juftices of the 
Peace for the city of Philadelphia, and 
and the feveral and refpective coun- 
ties of this Commonwealth, and for 
other purpofes therein mentioned," 



was paired on the 1 iJth of February 
laft. 

" An4.whereas by inattention, mif- 
apprehenfion, abfence of great num- 
bers of the freeholders in the defence 
of their country, (the militia of feve- 
ral of the counties being then in acr 
tual fervice) fhortnefs of the times 
that had been appointed, neglect, and 
other caufes, fome diftricts, and alfo 
fometownihips, (in counties in which 
a townfhip has been made a district 
for this purpofe) did not \o\& the 
election of Juftices on the days by fai3 
act appointed ; and it was likely, that 
like omiflions would happen in other, 
places, of which the times for fuck 
elections had not then elapfed^ 

And whereas on the fifteenth day 
of March 1 all paft, a fupplement to 
to the faid recited act of A/Tembiy 
was pafi'ed to remedy all miftakes and 
lapies thereby given to the freeholders 
in cafes to make fuch their election ; 
which time is how alfo paiTed. And 
whereas in and by the faid fupple- 
ment, further prcvifion Was made im 
the premifes, in the words following : 

," And whereas the. freeholders of 
the feveral wards in the city of Phi- 
ladelphia haye neglected to elect Jut 
tices of the Peace, as by the faid act 
was directed, and it may happen that 
fome other parts of the State may alfo 
neglect to elect Juftices, at the time in 
the faid act and by this act directed : Be 
}t enacted, by the authority aforefaid. 
That where any fueh neglect has been, 
or may be, at the time by the above; 
recited act, or by this act directed for 
the election of juftices/ for any dif- 
trict in any or either of the faid coun- 
ties, the C ommiffioners and AfTefTors 
of fuch county' or counties, or any 
five of them (in fuch 'county or coun- 
ties where they are directed fo to do 
by the faid act) are hereby enjoined 
and Required to appoint a time and 
place for election of Juftices of Peace 
for fuch diftrict, and give notice there- 
of to the freeholders, who ihall hold 
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*he fatd <t\c€dm, and in all things 
/■elating thereto, aft and do agreeable 
to the directions of the aft, to which , 
this aft is a fupplement ; and when 
ihey fhall have elected Juftices, they 
'fhall be deemed and taken to be Juf- 
tices of the Peace, as is in and by the 
faid aft declared," 

And whereas, notwithftanding the 
laft recited fe&ion of faid fupplemen- 
tary aft, the freeholders of Tome dif- 
itrifts may yet negleft to elec]t Juftices 
of the Peace, in manner aforefaid, 
provifion by faid fupplement is fur- 
ther made, that upon application in 
writing, by twenty or more of the 
freeholders of any fuch diftrift, to the 
Prefident of this State, it fhall be law- 
ful for the Prefident in Council to 
appoint and commiffionate one, or 
more J.U&CC, or Juftices of the Peace, 
as the cafe may require for any fuch 
diflrlct, which may (till negleft 'to 
eleft Juftices of the Peace. Where- 
fore, notice is hereby given to the 
freeholders of any diftriftas aforefaid, 
'wherein no election of Juftices of the 
Peace hath been hitherto holden, of 
the remedy providid by law, and of 
the mode in which they ought to pro- 
ceed, in order to have juftice duly ad- 
rahiftered. And it is recommended, 
becaufe of thefe words in the third 
'feftioh of faid fupplement/ above 
tranferibed, .*' in fuch county and coun- 
ties, where they are fo direfted to do 
by the (aid aft," words which feem 
to confine'the appointment of the time 
and place of the election to the Com- 
miffioners and Afleflbrsof the counties 
of Philadelphia, Bucks, Chefter, Lan- 
cafter, Berks, York, and Northamp- 
ton ; that in cafe of the return of any 
choice yet to be made, of Juftices in 
'Cumberland, Bedford, Northumber- 
land, and Weftmoreland, that faid 
return be accompanied with an ap- 
plication In writing, from twenty or 
more of the freeholders of the diftrift, 
to the Prefident, to appoint, as afore- 
faid, in order to make the commiffion 
valid; whatever faid recited words 



may purport— *t Ae fame time, the 
freeholder may be aflured, that their 
ele&ion, and the, return thereof, fhai| 
tye regarded as in other cafes. 

N. B. Some diftrifts have perhaps 
made elections regularly, but their 
officers may not have made returns of 
the perfons elefted, or having made 
their returns, their returns may have 
mifcarried," or fallen into the hands of 
ill-difpofed perfons, and may have 
been fupprefTed, In fuch cafes new 
returns are wanted, aqd it would be 
fafe to fend duplicates. ' Thefe lapfes 
and defects prevent a tecond Commif- 
fion of the Peace for each county from 
being ifTued, while they mould in- 
clude all the vacant diftridls for fingle 
commiflions, being a great expence 
on the counties. 

Extraft from the Minutes, 

T. Maltack, Secretary, 

Annapolis, July 10. 

An AH for the better fccurlty of tie 

Government. 

Whereas, in every free ftate, allegi- 
ance and protection are reciprocal, and 
no man is entitled to liave the benefit 
of the one, who chufes to yield to the 
other ; and as every inhabitant of this 
ft ate enjoys the protection and benefit 
of the Government, and laws thereof; 
and it is jeufonable that every perfon, 
if required, mould give teiliraony of 
his attachment and 'fidelity to this 
State, and the prcient Government 
thereof as now eftublifhed. 

Be it enacted, by the General Af- 
femblyof Maryland, That every free 
male perfon within this State, above 
eighteen years of age, unlefs a Qua- 
ker, Menonift, orDunker, if requir- 
ed, fliall take, repeat, and fubferibe 
the oath of fidelity and fupport to thjs 
State, contained in the aft, intitied, 
y An Aft to punifh certain crimes and 
mifdemeanors, and to prevent the 
growth of Toryifm ;" and every free 
male Quaker, Menonift, orDunker, 
within this State, above eighteen years 
of age, if required, fhall folemnly, 
fincerely, 
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Tincerely, and truly declare and af- 
;firm, in the words of the faid oath, 
and thereto fubfcribe his name. 

And be it enacled, That if any 
Judge or Juflice, of his own know- 
ledge, or from the information of 
fbme credible and reputable perfon, 
ihall have good caufe to fufpedl any 
jperfon to be difafiefted or dangerous 
to this State, or the prefent Govern- 
ment thereof, it fhall and may be law- 
ful for fnch Judge or Juflice ; and he 
is hereby authorized and required, to 
ifTue his warrant to bring fuch perfon 
Before any Judge or Juflice ; and if 
the Judge or Juflice fhall adjudge fuch 
perfon dangerous or difaffefted to this 
State, or the prefent Government 
thereof, he fhall require fuch perfon 
to take, repeat, and fubfcribe the 
faid oath ; or make, repeat, and fub- 
•fcribe the faid declaration ; and on his 
refufa 1 , fhall require fuch perfon to 
enter into a recognizance of bail, with 
fufficient fecurity for his appearance 
at the next court to be held for his 
county ; and on his refufal to give 
fuch bail, fhall commit fuch perfon 
to the public gaol, there to remain 
till difcharged by due courfe of law ; 
and the Judge or Juflice fhall certify 
the name of every perfon fo refufmg, 
to his next county court; and, if the 
court fhall adjudge fuch perfon dif- 
afFe£ed to this State, or the prefent 
Government thereof, they mail re- 
quire fuch perfon to take, repeat, and 
fubfcribe the faid oath ; or to make, 
repeat, and fubfcribe the faid decla- 
ration ; and if fuch perfon fo requir- 
ed fhall refufe to take the faid oath, 
or make the faid declaration, the faid 
court fhall record fuch refufal, and 
thereupon fuch perfon fhall be fo far 
confidered as an outlaw, as to be in- 
capable of commencing or profecut- 
ingany fuitin any court of this State, 
for the recovery of any .debt or da- 
mages, for any money or tobacco, 
due or owing to him in hisown right, 
unlefs, previous to fuit, he mall 
tike, repeat, and /fubfcribe the laid 



oath, or make, repeat, and fubfcribe 
the faid declaration, before fome 
Judge or Juflice ; and in cafe of ne- 
glect thereof, the Court, before whom 
fuch fuit fhall be brought, fhall, ex 
officio, . enter judgment of nonfuit, 
and fuch perfon Thall alfo be difabled 
to ufe or praflife the fcience of phyfic 
or forgery, or the art of an apothe- 
cary, or the trade of merchandize, qr 
buying and felling, or any liberal 
fcience, for his gain, within this 
State, until fuch time as he fhall take 
and fubfcribe the faid oath, or make 
and fubfcribe the faid declaration, be- 
fore fome Judge or Juflice, and fhall 
alfo be for ever incapable to hold or 
exercife any office, civil or military, 
within this State, and obliged by 
fuch Court, to enter into recogniz- 
ance, with fufficient fecurity for his 
good behaviour, for fo long time as 
the Court fhall adjudge, not exceed- 
ing the prefent war with Great-Bri- 
tain ; and if fuch perfon fhall be ad- 
judged by the Court a dangerous per- 
fon to refide in this State, the Court 
fhall requ re fuch perfon to enter into 
recognizance, with fufficient fecurity 
for his appearance before the Gover- 
nor and the Council, or the next Ge- 
neral Court, and on his refufal to en- 
ter into fuch recognizance, fhall com- 
mit fuch perfon to the public gaol, 
there to remain till difcharged by 
due courfe of law ; and if the Go- 
vernor and the Council, or the Ge- 
neral Court, fhall adjudge fuch per- 
fon's refidence in this State dangerous 
to the State or Government thereof, 
they fhall adjudge fuch perfon to be 
banifhed this State for eyer, and in 
cafe of return, to be clofe imprifoned 
for life in fuch gaol as the Governor 
fhall direct.; and the Qovernor and 
the Council, or the General Court, 
may allow fuch perfon a reafonable 
time, not exceeding two months, to 
difpofe, fel!, or carry away his pro* 
perry, provided fuch perfon fhall. en- 
ter into recognizance, or give a 
bond, with fufficient fecurity for 
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his good and peaceable 
in the mean time, and pro- 
vided fuch perfon fhall alfo enter 
into bond, with lufficient fecurity to 
the Chancellor for the payment of' 
all debts which he may owe to any of 
the fubjects of this or any other of the 
United States, and in cafe of refufal 
to enter into fuch recognizance, or 
to give fuch bond, fuch perfon fhall 
be immediately banifhed, and his 
property invefted in fuch Commif- 
lionets as the Governor and Council, 
or the Court by their order, may ap- 
point, who fhall thereout, and by 
public fale thereof, pay the debts of 
fuch perfon, and the balance, if any, 
fhall be by them paid to the order of 
fuch perfon; and the faid Commif- 
fioners fhall have, and may retain in 
their hands a commiflion of five per 
cent, for their trouble ; and the faid 
Commiffioner may enter into and pof- 
fefs the eftate of fuch perfon, or re- 
cover in law or equity, in their names, 
any debts or other property belonging 
to fuch perfon, in the fame manner 
as fuch perfon would or might have 
done, by the laws of this State, fcr 
the purpofes aforefaid. 

And be it enacted, That if any 
conftable fhall refufe or neglect to 
execute fuch warrant from any Judge 
or JufHce, he fhall forfeit and pay 
the fum of jl. current money, and 
fhall be entitled to receive feven fhil- 
* lings and fixpence from the perfon 
on whom he fhall ferve fuch warrant. 
' And be it enacted, That theCleik 
at the General and every County 
Court fhall, without fee or reward, 
keep a fair tranfeript in his office of 
the faid oath and declaration to be 
fubferibed by any perfon taking or 
making the fame in open Court, and 
fhall make an entry in his minutes, 
and in the records of the proceedings 
of his Court, of the time when any 
perfon fhall take or make the faid 
oath or jdeclaration ; and if fuch per- 
fon fhall hold or exercife any office 
bf profit ortruft in this State, he (hall 
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behaviour alfo note what office fuch perfon /halt 
hold or exercife. And every Judge 
or Juftice fhall keep in his houfe a 
fair tranfeript of the faid oath and de- 
claration for every perfon to fubferibe, 
who fhall take or make the fame be- 
fore him, and fhall alfo certify to his 
next General or County Court the 
name of every perfon who fhall take 
or make the faid oath or declaration 
before him, and the time when, and 
the office of profit or truft fuch perfon 
fhall hold, or enjoy, and the Clerk 
of the Court to which fuch certificate 
fhall be entered, fhall enter the fame 
among the records of the proceeding* 
of his Court ; but no Judge Or Juf- 
tice fhall be obliged to adminifter 
fnch oath, or take fuch declaration, 
out of Court,' unlefs at the houfe 
where he fhall ufually live or refide. 

Whereas feveral Officers under the 
late Government, and other perfons, 
late inhabitants of this State, have 
fled from and deferted the defence of 
this country in the prefent juft and 
necefTary war, leaving considerable 
eftates to be defended by the blood 
and treafure of the good people of 
this State, and it appearing very un- 
reafonable that fuch perfons fhould 
return, unlefs within a limited time, 
to this State, which they have defert- 
ed in the hour of diftrefs and danger, 
to enjoy, without any rifque, every 
benefit from the war, if our arms 
fhould be blefled with fuccefs : 

Be it enacted, That no perfon who 
fled from this State fince the four- 
teenth day of Aiiguft, feventeen hun- 
dred feventy-five, and did not fub- 
fcribe the artbeiation, unlefs he fhall 
return to this State within twelve 
months from the end of this prefent 
fetfion, fhall ever return to this State. 
And if fuch perfon fhall return to this 
State within or after the twelve months 
aforefaid, and fhall not take, repeat, 
and fubferibethe faid oath, or make, 
repeat, and fubferibe the faid decla- 
ration of fidelity and fupport to this 
State, within ten days after his return, 

he 
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he mall be clofe imprjfoned for fife forfeitures fuch perfons might incur 



in fuch gaol as the Governor ihalt 
direct, and fhall alfo forfeit all his 
property within this State ; and fuch 
property fhall, on conviction in the 
General Court of his flight as afore- 
£ud, and return and neglect as afore- 
faid, be inverted in fitch Coromif- 
fioners as the Court ihall appoint, 
who (hall thereout, and by public 



if engaged in the fervice and defence 
Of this State ; and the Clerk of the 
Court fhall annually, before the 
fifth day of September, deliver a 
copy of fuelr afleifment to the Collec- 
tor of his county, who ihall collect 
the fame in the fame manner as the. 
rate and afTefTisent by the Aft intided, 
* An Aft to allefs and impofe anf 



fale thereof, £ril pay the debts of equal tax on all property within this 
fuch perfon, to any of the fubjefts of State," is to be collected and levied; 



this or any of the United States* and 
afterwards, the balance, if any, to 
the Treafurer of their more, for the 
ufe of this State ; and the faid Com- 
miffioners fhall have, and may retain 
in their hands, five per cent, com- 
miffion for their trouble. 

Whereas it appears to be reafon- 
able, that the property within this 
State of fuch perfons who may have 
fled as aforefaid, and alfo of all fuch 
who fhall refufe, when required, to 
take the faid oath, or make die faid 
dedarariou, as required by this Aft, 
fhoutd pay a fum of money in lieu of 
the danger and rifque of pains, and 
forfeitures which they might incur, 
if engaged in the fervice and defence 
of this State; 

Be it enafted, that the Juilices of 
the feveral County Courts fhall an* 
nually, at their refpeftive augufr 
Courts, malce diligent enquiry after 
every perfon who has fled from their 
country as aforefaid, and fhall enter 
his name, together with the name of 
.every perfon who fhall refufe as afore- 
laid to take the faid oath, or make 
the faid declaration, on the^Minutes 
of the proceedings of their Court 
at their then fitting, and fhall an- 
nually, during the lives of fuch per- 
fons who fhall refufe to comply as 
aforefaid with the directions of this 
Act, afTefs and rate the eftate of fuch 
perfon in any fum not exceeding five 
pounds current money for every hun- 
dred pounds of property belonging to 
fuch perfon within this State, in lieu 
of the rifque and danger of pains and 



and if the property of fuch perfon; 
fhall lie in any other county, fuch' 
Clerk fhall fend a certificate of fuch 
perfon's flight, refufal or neglect, to/ 
the Court of the county or counties 
in which the property of fuch perfon 
may lie, ana fuch Court fhall aflefr 
and rate the property of fuch perfonf 
as aforefaid, and the Collector of 
fuch county or counties fhall collect 
and levy fuch rate as aforefaid. 

By the.Houfe of Delegates, June 
l 9> *777* Read the firfttime, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 
By order, 
G, Duvall, CL H. D f 

By the Houfe of Delegates, June 
21, 1777. Read the fecond time', 
and will pafs. By order, 

G- Duvall, CI. H. D/ 

By the Senate, June 23, 1777? 
Read the firft time, and ordered to 
lie on the table. By order, 

A. C. Hanson, CI. Sen. 

By the Senate, June 26, 1777, 
Read the fecond time, and will not- 
pafs. By order, 

A. C. Hanson, CI. Sen. 

An Aft to rtmfont. the America* 
Army. 
Be it enacted by the General Af- 
fembly of Maryland, That if any 
perfon within this State, between 
fixteen and fifty years of age, fhall, 
on or before the fifteenth day of Aa- 
gufl next, furnifh and deliver to any 
recruiting Serjeant appointed by the 
Governor and the Council, or any 
officer in any of the battalions raifed 

by 
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by this State, an healthy, able bo- And belt enacted, *£hzt the Go- 
died recruit, being a freeman, or an vernor and Council be empowered to 
Irifh or American indented fervant* order any part of the artillery com- 
or apprentice, not employed in the panies railed for the immediate de- 



trade of a (hip-carpenter, gunfmith, 
blackfmith , taylor, fhoemaker, or 
weaver, in any linen, woollen, iron, 
or wire manufactory, to ferve in any 
one of the battalions raifed by this 
State for the term of three years, fuch 



fence of this State, not exceeding 
fifty-fix privates, under officers pro- 
per for fuch a number of artillerifts,. 
to march with all expedition to the 
city of Philadelphia, there to obey 
the orders of Congrefs, or of his Ex- 



perfon (hall be exempt from any mi- cellency General Wafhihgton, and to 
litia or military duty for the faid term *™- : - : - ***- ^-- - ■ * ' 



of three years ; and fuch perfon is 
hereby required not to give more 
than thirty dollars reward to fuch re- 
cruit. 

And be it enacted, That in cafe 
any two perfons, in confequence of 
the recommendation of Congrefs, 
havc r before the patting of this Act, 
furnifhed one able bodied recruit as 
aforefaid, to ferve for the aforefaid 
term of three years, fuch two perfons, 
by furnifhing one other able bodied 
recruit as aforefaid, to ferve for the 
term of three years aforefaid, (hall be 
entitled to the above exemption. 

And be it enacted, That fuch re- 
cruit fhall be entitled to receive the 
Continental bounty and other allow- 
ances : and the officer to whom he 
fhall be delivered, fhall give a cer- 
tificate, expreffing the name of the 
recruit, the time when he entitled, 
and the name of the perfon who (hall 
furnifh and deliver the recruit. 

And be it enacted, That every 
healthy, able bodied man as afore* 
faid (not furnifhed by or receiving 
any reward from perfons exempted as 
aforefaid) who fhall hereafter enter 
into any of the battalions raifed by 
this State for three years, fhall be en- 
titled to receive, from this State, a 
bounty of thirty dollars above the 
Continental allowance, and that the 
Governor and the Council be em- 
powered to draw on the Treafurers for 
money fufficient for this purpofe, and 



remain in the Continental fervice 
during this campaign, ot fo long as 
the Commander in Chief fhall require 
their fervice, unlefs the exigencies of 
this State fhould require their recall 
by the Governor arid the Council. 

And be it enacted, That no officer 
of the^ United States fhall enlift any 
of the inhabitants of this State in the 
fervice of the United States, unlefs 
in fome one of the battalons from 
this State, under the penalty of one 
hundred pounds for each perfon en- 
lifted contrary hereto* 

An A8 to funijk Foreftalling and En- 
grojjingy and for other purpofij. 
Whereas all endeavours to enhance 
the common price of merchandize, or 
the neceflaries of life, and all prac- 
tices for that purpofe ought to be re- 
frained as far as poffible, and the art 
and avarice of foreftallers and en* 
grofTers in this State having been 
grievous and oppreffive to the mhabi* 
tants thereof, therefore 

Be it enacted, by the General AC* 
fembly of Maryland, That if any 
perfon fhall buy, or caufe to be 
bought, any goods, wares, or mer- 
chandize, except the articles of grain 
and lumber, coming to any market 
or fair within this State to be fold in 
fuch market or fair, or coming to 
any city, or town, port, harbour, 
haven, or creek, within this State, 
to be fold, or fhall make any bar- 



gain, contract or promife for the hav- 
to appoint recruiting Serjeants in each ing or buying of any goods, wares or 
county, who fhall be paid the Conti- merchandize, except as before ex- 
pental allowance fcr their trouble. cepted, or any pan thereof, fo coming 
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. is aforefaid, before the fame /hall be 
in the market, fair, city, town, port, 
harbour, haven, or cpeek, ready there 
to be fold, or (hall diflua^e any per- 
fon coming to this Stat£, or to any 
market or fair therein^ to abftain or 
forbear to bring any goods, wares, or 
merchandize to this State, or any 
part thereof, mail be adjudged a 
forefl iller, and on conviction tntreof 
in the general or any county court, 
ihall be £ned by the court, not ex- 
ceeding five hundred pounds, or im- 
prifoned not exceeding one year/ or 
both, in the difcretion of die court. 
Provided, that buying by any perfon 
any goods, wares* or merchandize, 
coming to market, for the ufe and 
confumption of himfelf and family 
for a year, mall not be deemed fore- 
stalling. 

And be It enacted, That if any 
perfon within this State mail buy, to 
fell again within this State, or in any 
of the adjoining States, any butter, 
beef, pork, cotton, wool, flax, wool- 
lens, hemp, tallow; raw hides, tanned 
leather, Ihoes, or fait, of the pro- 
duce or growth of, or raifed or ma- 
nufactured in this State; or if any 
, j>erfon within this State fhall obtain 
or get into his hands, by buying, 
contracting or promife taking, (other 
than by demife, grant, or leafe of 
land, or in payment for debt) any 
goods, wares or merchandize, within 
this State, except from the original 
importer, with intent to fell the fame 
again within this State, or in any of 
the adjoining Statfes, fuch perfon fhall 
be adjudged an engrofler, and, on 
conviction thereof*, in, the general or 
any county court, (hall forfeit any of 
the articles aforefaid fo bought or got 
into his pofleffion, one half to the 
State, and the other .half to the in- 
former, and may be fined not exceed- 
ing five hundred pounds, or impri • 
foned not exceeding one year, or both, 
in the difcretion of the court. Pro- 
vided always, and ft is hereby de- ' 
ciarejk tfiat the buying of any goods. 



wares, or merchandize, by any agent 
of tliis or the United States, or tfte 
purchafing materials for the carrying 
on manufactories, and fo converted 
in the houfe of the purchafer, or the 
buying of provifions by any licenced 
ordinary keepers, for the ufe of his 
ordinary, (hall not be deemed en- 
groffing within this Act. 

And be it enacted, That the im- 
porter or manufacturer of all goods, 
wares and merchandizes, fhall be al- 
lowed to fell the fame by wholefale or 
retail/ 

And be it enacted, That no perfon 
fhall purchafe any goods imported 
into, or manu factured within this State, 
to fell, barter, or exchange again, 
unlefs he (hall purchafe the fame from 
the original importeror manufacturer, 
under the forfeiture of the goods fo 
purchafed, one half to the State, and 
the other half to the informer, and 
under the penalty of five hundred 
pounds for each offence. But this 
reflraint (hall not extend to licenced 
ordinary keepers, fo as to prohibit 
them from purchafing liquors, and 
other neceflaries, for the common ufe 
of their ordinaries. 

And be it enacted, That any per- 
fon who (hall purchafe goods, wares, 
.or merchandize in any of the United 
States, and bring them into this State 
for fale, (hall beconfidered as a pur- 
chafer within this State, (unlefs fuch 
goods were imported by him through 
the Capes of Chefapeake-Bay, or 
through fome one of the inlets of fomt 
neighbouring State) and fhall fell 
them for ready money, if required, 
at not more, than the rate of thirty ptr 
centum profit on the puichafe-money, 
and the charges of transportation or 
carriage to 6he place where they fhall 
be expofed to fale ; except the arti- 
cles of fait and brown fugar, which 
fhall be fold at not more than thirty- 
five per ttntum upon the purchafe- 
money and the charges aforefaid. 

And be it enacted, That every re- 
tailer fhall fell goods, purchafed of 

the 
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the importer or manufacturer, for 
ready money, if required, at not more 
than at the rate of thirty per centum 
profit on the purchafe-money paid to 
the importer or manufacturer, and 
the charges of tranfportation or car- 
riage to the place where expofed to 
fale, except the articles of fa!t and 
brown fugar, which fhall be fold at 
riot more than thirty-five per centum 
profit on the purchafe-money, with 
the charges aforefaid. And the im- 
porter, if a refident of this State, 
fhall deliver into his county court- 
ofHce, on or before the firft day of each 
county court, a lift on oath, figned 
by him and the purchafer, of the 
names of all perlbns to whom he fhall 
fell at wholesale, and the price ; and 
if a foreigner fhall be the importer, he 
fhall deliver fuch lift as aforefaid into 
theaaval office ofthediftrict, in which 
the vefTel bringing the goods fhall be 
entered ; and fuch lift, or an attefted 
copy thereof, by the clerk of the coun- 
ty or naval officer, fhall be evidence 
on a profecution or fuit againft the 
retailer. 

And if any fuch retailer fhall re- 
fufe to fell any goods, waFes, or mer- 
. chandize, at the price abovfe ; limited, 
for ready money, if required, he fhall 
forfeit and pay five pounds for each 
refufal; and if any importer fhall 
;negIe£Lto lodge the lift as above re- 
paired, he fhall forfeit and pay five 
hundred pounds for each negleit. 

J And be it enacted, That no perfon 
lhall; purchafe any gcods, wares, or 
merchandize, condemned in the 
Courts of Admiralty, from the ori- 
ginal purchafer thereof, to fell, bar- 
ter, or exchange again, and the ori- 
ginal purchafer fhall fell the fame, re- 
ferving fufficient for the ufe of him- 
felf and his family for one year, for 
ready, money, if required, at not 
more than t£e rate of thirty per cen- 
tum profit on the purchafe-money, 
and the charges of tranfportation or 
carriage to the place where expofed 
to fak, except the articles of fait and 



brown fugar, which fhall be fold at 
not more than thirty-five per centum 
profit on the purchafe money, with 
the charges aforefaid. Provided, that 
if the owners of any prize become pur- 
chafers, they fhall be confidered as 
importers, and at liberty to fell by 
wholefale or retail. 

And be it enafted, That if fuch 
purchafer of condemned goods fhall 
refufe to fell, at the price above li- 
mited, for ready money, if required, 
he fhall forfeit and pay fi ve hundred 
pounds for each refufal. 

Whereas it is reprefented to this 
General AfTembly, that feveral per- 
fons from fome of the neighbouring 
States have engrofTed very large quan- 
tities of iron, rum, fugar, cotton, fait, 
and molafTes : 

Be it enacted, That none of the 
faid articles fhall be carried out of this 
State ; and that the purchafers there- 
of fhall fell the fame by retail within 
this State, to the inhabitants thereof, 
if required, at not more than the rate 
often per centum profit on the pur- 
chafe-money ; and if any of the faid 
purchafers, fheiragents, factors, floret 
keepers) or truftees v in whofe pofTef- 
fion anyjaf the faiii articles may be, 
fhall' refiufe ta^bli the faid articles, 
or any of them, at the rate aforefaid, 
to any of the inhabitants of this State, 
as aforefaid, he or they fo refuting, 
fhall, for every offence, forfeit the 
fum of five pounds current money,- 
one half thereof to the informer; and 
the other half to the ufe of this State ; 
and fhall alfo forfeit, totheufes afore- 
faid, the goods fo as aforefaid refufed 
to be fold'. 

And be it enacted, That no goods, 
wares, or merchandize, fjiall be ex- 
pofed to fale by public vendue (except 
houfehold furniture, goods condemned 
in the Court of Admiralty, or fold un- 
der contract for that purpofe, hereto- 
fore made, or by diftrefs for rent, or 
by procefs out of the courts of law Of 
equity, or by the executor or admini- 
strator for any deceafed perfon) under 

Q^q z penalty 
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penalty of one hundre4 pounds on the 
perfon felling or buying at fuch ven- 
due. 

And whereas it is reprefented to 
this General Aflembly, that diver* 
perfons, inhabitants of this State, 
have engroflpd large quantities of fait, 
rum, ftgar, molafles, coffee, and 
iron, with intent to fell the fame 
again at high and exorbitant pricey, 
by means whereof the inhabitants are 
greatly opprefTed ; and whereas alfo 
feveral perfons of this State may have 
purchased and laid up for the ufe of 
their families^ more fait than is fuffi- 
cient for to ferve their families for one 
year, from this time : 

Be it enacted, That all and every 
of the perfons who have fo engrofTed 
£he faid articles as aforefaid, (hall fell 
the fame by retail to the inhabitants 
of this State, at not more than the 
rate of ten per centum profit on the 
purchafcmoney, referving fo much 
of the faid articles as may be necefTary 
for himfelf and family for one year, 
and not felling more of the overplus 
of the article of fait to any perfon thai} 
fhall be fufficientfof the ufe of his fa r 
mily for one year, allowing one DecJc 
to each individual of fuch family ; 
and if any of the faid perfons who 
have engrofTed any of the faid arti- 
cles as aforefaid, ihall refufe to fell 
the fame at the rate afprefaid, and 
in the manner aforefaid, he mail, for 
1 every offence, forfeit the fum of five 
pounds current money, and the goods 
fo refufed to be fold, one half therer 
of to the ufe of the informer, and the 
other half to the ufe of this State. 

And be it further enacted, That if 
any perfon or perfons, in this State, 
hath, or have purchafed, or laid up 
for. the ufe of his or their family or 
families, more fait than fhall be fuffi- 
cient for his or their family or fami- 
lies for one year from this time, fuch 
perfon or perfons mail fell the over- 
plus to the inhabitants of this State by 
retail, at the fame rate, and in the 
fame manner and proportion, as the 



perfons who have engrofTed fait as 
above-metioned, are directed to fell 
the fame ; and if any perfon fhall re- 
fufe to fell the overplus of his fait, at 
the rate and manner aforefaid, he 
fhall forfeit, for every offence, the 
fum of five pounds current money, 
and the overplus of his fait fo refufed 
to be fold, one half to the informer, 
and the other half to the ufe of this 
State. 

And be it enacted, That if the 
owner or pofleflbr of any of the ar- 
ticles above-mentioned, fhall attempt 
to remove any of them out of thus 
State, it fhall and may be lawful for 
any perfon to feize tjie fame, and 
jrvery fuch article, fo attempted to be> 
carried out of (his State, fhall be for T 
feited, one half to the perfon feizing 
the fame," and tl}e pther half to the 
ufe of this State, 

And be it enacted. That the Go- 
vernor and the Council be empower^ 
ed to draw on the Treafurer of the 
Weflern fhore, for a fum not exceed- 
ing two thoufand pounds, and to ap- 
ply the fame, or to much as they may 
think necefTary, in ere&ing fait works 
in fuch part or parts of this State as 
they may think* molt proper, and to, 
employ a manager, and to direct any 
quantity made to be fold and diftri- 
buted in the feveral counties, in pro- 
portion to the number of inhabitants 
in each county, allowing a peck to 
each perfon fcr the year. 
*" : ' And be it enacted, That the fol- 
lowing bounties be allowed to private 
adventurers (to whom i>o money has 
been or fhall be advanced by the pub- 
lic) who fhall, before the firfl day of 
February next, make fait within this 
State, to wit: for fifty bufhels, the 
fum of five pounds ; for one hundred 
bufhels, ten pounds ; for t*vo hun- 
dred bufhels, twenty pounds; and 
for five hundred buihels, fifty pounds ; 
and the Treafurer of either fhore 
fhall pay the faid bounties to any per- 
fons bringing a certificate, expreffing 
the quantity, and the place and time. 
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when and where made, from the 
Court of the county wherein the fait 
fhall be made. 

And be it enafted, That a pre- 
mium of two hundred pounds fhall be 
paid by either of the treafurers to the 
Jirft perfon to whom no money has 
been cr fhall be advanced by the pub- 
lic, who fhall produce a certificate 
from any county Court cf this State, 
of his having made one thoufand 
bulhels of fait within this State, be- 
fore the firft day of February next. 

And be it enafted, That the Go- , 
vernor and the Council be empowered 
to draw on the Treafurer of the Wef* 
tern fhore for any fum not exceeding 
one thoufand pounds, to be advanced 
by them in any fum not exceeding 
two hundred and fffty pounds, to any 
one adventurer, "who they fhall think 
fit and trufty, and who will enter into 
bond with fecurity, faithfully and 
without delay to apply the fame in 
erecting fait works within this State, 
and to repay the fame without inte- 
reft, after one year from the advance. 

This Aft to continue and be in 
force for and during the term of one 
year, and to the end of the next fef- 
fion of Aflembly, which fhall happen 
after the expiration of the faid pne 
year. 



Annapolis, July 3. 
On Sunday lafl the General Af- 
fembly of this State adjourned to 
Monday ^he 8th of September next, 
after having pafTed the following 
laws : 

1. An Ad to continue an Aft for 
thefufpending the power of the Com- 
miflioners for building a Court-hcufe 
and prifon in Hartford county. *, 

2. An Aft directing the Juflices 
of Frederick county to afcertain the 
number of taxables in Wafhington 
and Montgomery counties, and' to 
enable the Sheriffs of thofe counties 
to collec"| ttieir proportion of the pub- 
lic levy;' as fettled by the Juflices of 
Frederick county* 

3. An Aft to enable the corpora? 



tion of the city of Annapolis to fell 
or leafe certain lands, and to enlarge 
and afcertain the jurifdiftion of the 
Mayor's Court of the faid city. 

4. An Aft to revive and aid the 
proceedings of Csecil County Court. 

5 . An Aft for the recovery of fines 
on non-enrollcrs. 

6. An Aft to revive the proceed- 
ings of Saint Mary's County Court. 

7. An Aft to continue an Aft for 
enlarging the powers of the Governor 
and the Council. 

8. An Aft to reinforce the Ame- 
rican army. 

9. An Aft to remove the records 
of the Prerogative Office. 

10. An Aft to repeal part of an 
Aft to promote the recruiting fervice. 

1 1 . An Aft to punifh foreflalling 
and engrofllng, ana for the other pur- 
pofes. 

1 2. An Aft for the fpeedy reco- 
very of fmall debts out of Court. 

13. An Aft for the fpecial ap- 
pointment of Infpeftors. 

14. A fupplement to lfce Afts for 
afTeflment of property, > 

15. An Aft for the relief of Jean 
Collineau, of Marfeilles, in the king- 
dom of France, (a private Aft.) 

16. An Aft relating to the Trea- 
furers. 

17. An Aft to regulate the mi- 
litia. 

1 8. An Aft for the payment of the 
journals of accounts. 

1 9. An Aft to direft the recording 
of a deed to William Smith, (a pri- 
vate Aft.) 

By his Excellency Thomas John* 
son, Efq. Governor of Maryland. 
A PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas many of the foldiers who 
inlifled in the late Col. Smallwood's 
battalion, and the independent com- 
panies, have not yet joined any of 
the regiments of Continental troops 
raifing in this State, I have therefore 
thought fit, at the requeft of the Ge- 
neral AfTembly, to publiih this my 
Proclamation, hereby requiring fuch 
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of them as are on the Eaftern fliore to 
'appear on or before the laft day of 
July next, at fartheft, at any place 
where Col. Rkhardfon's regiment 
fhall be ; and fuch of them as (hall be 
on the Weftern fhore, to appear on 
or before the laft day of July next, at 
the city of Annapolis, or Baltimore, 
or Frederick-town, under the penalty 
of being treated as deferters ; and do 
promife to fuch who fhall fo appear, 
that they fhall be indulged to enter 
for three years in any of the battalions 
raifed by this State, and fhall there- 
upon receive the Continental bounty, 
and other allowances. And that all 
perfons concerned may have due no- 
tice of this ray Proclamation, the fe- 
veral Sheriffs within this State are 
hereby commanded to make the fame 
public in their refpective counties. l 

Given at Annapolis, this thirtieth 
day of June, in the year of our Lord 
one thoufand feven hundred and" fe- 
venty-feven. 

Tho. Johnsos. 
By his Excelljwfcy's command, 

T* Johnson, jun. Sec. 
God fave the Staie. 



By His Excellency John M'Kinly, 
Efouirei Prefident, Captain-gene- 
r at and Qommandtr in Chief, of the 
Delaware State. 
A PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas I have received infor- 
mation, that fundry bafe and for- 
did .perfons, inhabitants of the coun- 
ty of Suflex, in this State, do carry 
en a criminal intercourfe and traffic 
with the crews of the enemy's fhips of 
war; which are Rationed on that coaft, 
and fupply them with prcvifions, to 
th£ great damage of the -public, and 
in direct violation of an A61 of Af- 
fembly of the faid State. In order 
therefore that fuch traitors to their 
country mould be brought to condign 
and exemplary punifhment, I have 
thought fit, with the advice of the 
Privy Council, to iflue this my Pro- 
clamation, hereby ftriclly* enjoining 



and requiring all Judges, Tuftices, 
Sheriffs, Conflables, and other offi- 
cers, as well as all other the inhabi- 
tants of this State, to make diligent 
inquiry after every perfon carrying on 
fuch criminal intercourfe and traffic 
with our enemies, and to ufe all pof- 
fible means for apprehending ana fe- 
curing all fuch perfons, that they may 
be dealt with as their crimes deferve, 
and the law directs. And I do here- 
by promife and engage, that the pub- 
lic reward of two hundred dollars fhall 
be paid to any perfon or perfons, who 
fhall apprehend, and fecure, in one 
of the goals *in this State, any perfon 
trafficking as aforefaid, who fhall be 
legally convi£ted thereof: and I do 
promife, moreover, ^full pardon for 
every fuch offence to aay perfon who 
fhall give due information, whereby 
any fuch trafficker fhall "be apprehend- 
ed and convicted according to law. 
Given under my hand, and the 
. Great Seal of the State, the fc- 
cond day of July, in the year of 
our Lord one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and feven ty- feven. 

John M'Kinly, 
By his Excellency's Command, 
• James Booth, Sec. 

By his Excellency John M'Kinly, 
Efquire, Pre/fdent, Captain-general 
and Commander in Chief of the 
Delaware State. 
A PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas I have received informal 
tion, That divers counterfeit bills, of 
the likenefs of paper bills of credit of 
the denomination of thirty dollars, 
ifTued by the Honourable the Conti- 
nental Congrefs, May 10, 177c, 
have been parted and uttered in the 
county pf SufTex, in this State ; 
and whereas Dorman Loffland, late 
Sheriff of the faid county, flands 
charged, on oath, with the uttering 
of divers of the faid counterfeit bills, 
and that he hath fled for the fame : 
and as it is neceffary, as well for the 
fecurity of tfie jntereft of individuals 
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tt for the profperity of the United 
States of America, that the counter- 
feiting of the paper money, emitted 
by Congrefs, and uttering the fame, 
Ihould be prevented, and the actors 
therein be brought to condign and 
exemplary punifhment, I have thought 
jit, witn the advice and confent of' 
the Privy Council, to iflue this my 
Proclamation, hereby flrictly enjoin- 
ing and requiring all Judges, Juf- 
tices, Sheriffs, Conftables and other 
officers,, as well as all other the in- 
habitants within this State, to make 
diligent fearch and enquiry after the 
faid Dormah Loffland, and to ufe all 
poffible means for apprehending and 
fecuring him, that he n\ay be pro- 
ceeded againfl according to law. And 
I do hereby promife and engage, 
that the public reward of three hun- 
dred dollars mall be paid to any per- 
fon or perfons who ihall apprehend 
and fecure the faid Dorman Loffland 
in one of the gaols of this State, fo 
that he may be profecuted on the 
charge aforefaid . 

Given under my hand and the 
Great Seal of the State, the third day 
of July, in the year of our Lord one 
thoufand feven hundred and feventy- 
feven. John M'Kinly. 

By his Excellency's command, 

James Booth, Sec. 

Virginia* 
Abftrafi of an A^ for eftablijhing an 
Office for the purpofe of by-rowing 
money for the ufe of the Common- 
wealth. 

Whereas it is expedient that one 
million of dollars, or the value thereof 
in other money,, fhould be imme- 
diately borrowed, to prevent, as far 
as may be, the farther emimon of 
large fums of paper money: be it 
therefore enacted by the General Af- 
fembly, That George Webb, Efq. 
or the Treafurer for the time being, 
ihall open an office for that purpofe 
in the city of Williamfburgh, pre- 
vious to which, tu well for the faith- 



ful discharge of the duties thereof as 
what may be farther required of him 
by this Act, he mail give bond, with 

food fecurity, in the (urn of two hun- 
red thoufand pounds, payable to the 
Governor and his fucceflbrs, for the 
ufe of the Commonwealth. And 
the faid George Webb, or the Trea- 
fure* for the time being, is empower- 
ed and directed to receive from arty 
perfon whatever fum of fpecie, Con- 
tinental paper dollars, or bills of cre- 
dit iflued by authority of this Com- 
monwealth, he or me ihall be willing 
to lend, for any term not exceeding 
three years, fo as fuch fum be not lefs 
than three hundred dollars, or the 
value thereof in other money,' lent 
by any one perfon, and to give the 
lender a receipt for the money lent La 
the form following, that is to fay : 
The Treafurer of the Commonwealth 
of Virginia acknowledged the receipt 
of dollars from 

which be promifes to pay to the faid 

or bearer , on the 
day of with interefi, at 

the rate of fix per centum per annum, 
agreeable to an Aft paffed at a General 
Affembly y begun and held at the Ca- 
pitol, in the city of Williamfburgh on 
Mdnday the fifth day of May, in the 
year of our Lord one thoufand feven 
hundred and feventy-feven* Witnefs 
the hand of the Treafurer, this 
day of . Which re- 

ceipt mail be figned by the Treafurer, 
who ihall keep a book containing a 
counterpart thereof, of which, fo of* 
ten as he receives money lent, he 
ihall cut a certificate indent ways, fill 
up and deliver the fame to the lender, 
keeping the book as a check in his 
office. He fhall, moreover, keep 
regubxbeoks, in which due entries 
ihall be made of the fums borrowed, 
of the time when, and of the name* 
of the perfons by whom, the faid 
fums were' lent, for which fervices he 
ihall be allowed to retain one eighth 
per centum on all monies received into 
his office, in lieu of all claims he 
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may have for tranfa&ing the bufine fs 
thereof. 

Provided always, That when the 
faid fum of one million of dollars, or 
the value thereof in other mcney, is 
fcorrowed, the faid Gecrge Webb, 
Efq. or the Treafurer for the time 
being, mail forbear receiving any 
more money upon fuch loans. 

And be it further er.afted, That 
the Treafurer ihall pay the intereft of 
the money due upon fuch certificates 
.annually, and take in and difcharge 
the principal thereof at the time or 
times ^herein limited for that pur- 
pose ; or mould the lender or bearer 
of fuch certificates defire to have the 
fame paid and difcharged before the 
^time limited for that purpofe, the 
- Treafurer is hereby authorized to 
comply therewith, provided the ftate 
of the Treafury will admit of the 
fame, without prejudice to the Public. 
And be it further ena&ed. That if 
any perfon within this Common- 
wealth mall forge or counterfeit, alter 
orerafe, any certificate of money lent 
as aforefaid, or transfer any certi- 
ficate to another, or demand pay- 
ment at the office of principal or in- 
tereft thereupon, knowing the fame i 
to be forged or counterfeited, altered 
or erafed, every perfon fo offending, 
and being lawfully convifted, lhall 
forfeit his whole eftate, real and per- 
gonal, receive on his bare back, 'at 
the public whipping-poft, thirty-nine 
laihes, and fhall be obliged to ferve 
on board fome armed veflel in the 
fervice of this State, without wages, 
not exceeding feven years. 

Willhtmjburg> {Virginia) June 27. 

Laft Tuefday Richard Henry Lee, 
Efq. was chofen one of the Delegates 
to reprefent this State in General 
Congrefs, in the room of George 
Mafon, Efq. who has declined* his ap- 
pointment. 

In the House ^DfiLECATEs, 
Friday, June 20, 1777. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this 
Houfe be given by the Speaker to 



Richard Henry Lee, Efq. for the: 
faithful fervices he has rendered his 
country in the difcharge of his duty 
as one of the Delegates from this 
State in General Congrefs. 

And thereupon Mr. Speaker gave 
Mr. Lee, he Handing up in his place, 
the thanks of the Hou(e as follows ; 
Sir, 

It is with a particular pleafure that I 
obey this command of the Houfe ; 
becaufe it gives me an opportunity, 
wlulft I am performing an a£t of duty 
to them, to perform an aft of juiUcc 
to you. Serving with you in Con- 
grefs, and attentively obferving your 
conduft there, I thought that you 
manifefled in the American caufe a 
zeal truly patriotic ; and, as far as I 
could judge, exerted the abilities you 
are confefledly diftinguifhed for, to 
promote the good and profperity of 
your own country in particular, and 
of the United States in general. That 
the tribute of praife deferved may re- 
ward thofe^ho do well, and encou- 
rage others to follow your example, 
the Honfe has come to thisrefolution : 

Refolved, That the thanks of this 
Houfe be given by the Speaker to 
Richard Henry Lee, Efq. for the 
faithful fervices he has rendered his 
country in the difcharge of his duty 
as one of the Delegates from this State 
in Congrefs. 

To which Mr. Lee anfivered : 
Mr. Speaker, 

I thank the Houfe for this inftance 
of candour and juftice, Which I accept 
the more willingly, as my conference 
informs me, it is not undeferved. I 
confider the approbation of my coun- 
try, Sir, as the higheft reward for 
faithful fervices ; and it mail be my 
conftanf care to merit that approba- 
tion by a diligent attention to public 
dudes. 

My thanks are particularly due to 
you, Sir, for the obliging manner in 
which you have been pleafed to fignify 
the vote of this Houfe; and I pray 
you, Sir, to receive my grateful ac- 
knowledgments. 

/* 
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/* Senate, June 21, 1777. 

On a motion made, Refblved, as 
a juft tribute to Richard Henry Lee, 
Efq. our worthy Delegate in General 
Congrefs, that the Speaker be defired 
to prefent him the warmeit thanks 
of this Houfe for his unwearied dili- 
gence and fidelity in difcharge of that 
important truft. 

The above Refolve was enclofed in 
a letter from the Speaker to Richard 
Henry Lee, Efq. in anfwer to which 
the Senate received the following let- 
ter, directed to the Speaker : 

Sir, ^ June 23, 1777. 

v As nothing can be more valuabJe 
to a citizen than the approbation of 
his countrymen, fo I have received, 
with fingular pleafure, the honour- 
able teftimony that the Houfe cLSe- 
nators has been pleafed to give of 
my conduct in Congref&.as a Delegate 
from this Commonwealth. 

That community which is willing 
to acknowledge the fidelity of its Cer- 
vants, can never want fuch as are 
zealous to promote its beft intereft, 
honeft and diligent in difcharge of 
their duty. 

It Ihall be my care, Sir, to deferve, 
on all occafwris of public truft, the 
reward that the Honourable Senate 
have now conferred upon me. I am, 
with Sentiments of duty and refpect. 
tor the Honourable Houfe, Sir„your 
moft humble feryant, 

Richard Henry L*e. 



difcouraging people, moreover, by 
their falte and injurious reports of th* 
condition of our army under his Ex- 
cellency General Washington, and of 
the general poilure of our affajrs, 
from engaging in the American fer- 
vice ; to the end, therefore, that all 
fuch perfons may be vigilantly in- 
fpe&ed, and particularly that they 
may be obliged to give that fecurity 
for their friendflup which the Aft of 
the laft feffion of Afiembly. requires 
of all perfons coming within this State 
from any other of the United States> 
and that fuch of them as may appear 
to violate another Aft of a former 
feffion, by difcouraging people from 
<nHfting as foldiers, may be brought 
to condign puniihment, I have 
thought proper, by and with the ad- 
vice of the Council, todffue this ray 
Proclamation, hereby requiring all 
officers, both civil and military, 
within this Commonwealth, and all 
other fubjefts thereof, to be aiding 
and affixing in this bufmefs as the/ 
tender the welfare of their country, 
and as they ihall anfwer the contrary 
at their peril. 

Given under my hand, this 8th 
day of July in the 2d year of the 
Commonwealth, annoque Domini P 
1777. Patrick rJiwaT, 



Williamjburgy July 18, 1777. 
<By bu Excellency Patrick He nr*, 

Efq. Governor or Chief Magifirate 

of the Commonwealth of Virginia ; 
A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas I have been credibly in- 
formed, that feveral perfons are go- 
ing about in the different parts of this 
State, feme of them in the guife of 
officers, engroffing the commodities 
tJf the country at the moft extravagant 
prices, with a view, as is fupooied, 
of depreciating *Mir currency, and 



The AMERICAN C%I$1$, No. Iff. 

By the Author of Co4imon.-£s*tse, 

(Publijbed at Philadelphia, the igtb 
of April loft. 

IN the progrefs of politics, as in 
the common occurrences of life, 
we are not only apt to forget the 
ground we have travelled over, but 
freaueittly neglecl to gather up ex- 
perience as we go. We expend, if I 
may fo fay, the knowledge, of every 
day on the circumftances that produce 
it, and journey on in fearch of new 
matter and new refinements : but as 
it is pleafant, and fometimes ufeful, 
to look back, ©v$a to the firft periods 
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of infancy, and trace the turns and 
windings through which we have 
pafl*ed, fo we may likewife derive" 
many advantages by halting a while 
in our political career, and taking a 
review *of the wondrous complicated 
labyrinth of little more than yefterday. 

Truly, may we fay, that never did 
man grow old in fa fhort a time ! 
We have crowded the bu/inefs of an 
age into the compafs of a few months, 
and have been driven through fuch a 
rapid fiicceflion of things, that, for 
the want of leifure to thinjc, we un- 
avoidably wafted knowledge as we 
came, and have left nearly as much 
behind us as we brought with us : 
but the road is yet rich with frag- 
ments, and, before we fully lofe fight 
of them, will repay us for the trouble 
of flopping to pick them up. 

Were a man to be totally deprived 
of memory, he would be incapable of 
forming any juft opinion ; every thing* 
about him would feem a chaos ; he 
would even have his own hiftory to 
afk from every one; and by not 
knowing how the world went on in 
his abfence, he would be at a lofs to 
know how it ought to go on when 
he recovered, or rather, returned to 
it* again."' In lijce manner, though 
* in a k6 degree, a too great inatten- 
tion to pair occurrences retards and 
bewilders our judgment in every 
ithing; while, on the contrary, by 
comparing wljat is pa/l with >vhat is 
■ prefent, we frequently hit on the true 
character of both, abd' become wife 
with very little trouble. It is a kind 
of "countermarch, by which we get 
into the rear of Time,- and mark the 
movements and meaning of things as 
we make our return. ' There* are cer- 
tain circumftances,' which, at the 
time of their happening, are kind of- 
riddles; and as every riddle is to be 
followed by its anfwer, -fo thofe kind: 
of circumftances will be followed by 
their events, and thofe events are al-„ 
y/ays the true folution. ' A confider- . 
able fpace of time may lapfe between, ! 



and unlets we continue our obferva* 
tions from the one to die other, the 
harmony of them will pafs away un- 
noticed x but the misfortune is, that 
partly from tjie prefling neceflity of 
fome inftant things, and partly from 
the impatience of our tempers, we 
are. frequently in fuch a hurry to 
make out the meaning of every thing 
as fall as it happens, that we thereby 
never truly underftand it ; and no$ 
only ftart new difficulties to qurfelves 
by fo doing, but, as it werpj embar- 
rafs Providence in her good defigns. , 

J have been civil in flaring this 
fault on a large fcale ; for, as it now 
Hands, it doe's not appear to be ler 
veiled againft any particular fet of 
men ; but were it to oe refined a little 
further, it might afterwards be ap- 
plied to the Tories with a degree of 
{biking propriety : thofe men have 
been remarkable for drawing fudden 
conditions from fingle facts. The 
leaft apparent mifhap on our fide, qr 
the leaft teeming advantage on the 
part of the enemy, have determined 
the fate of a whole campaign. By 
this hafty judgment they have, con- 
verted a retreat into a defeat; mif- • 
took generalfhip for error; whi}e 
every Utile advantage purpofely given 
the enemy, either to weaken their 
ftrength by dividing it, . embarrafs" 
their councils by multiplying tneir 
obje&s, or to fecure a greater poft 
by the furrender of a ; Jefs7 has been 
inftantly magnified into a conqueft. 
Thus, by quartering Til" "policy upon 
ill principles, they have frequently 
promoted the eaiife they defigned ro 
injure, and injured that which they 
intended to promote. . 

It is probable the campaign may 
open before this number comes fron> 
the prefs. The , e^nemy ; have long 
lain idle, .and amufed themielves with 
carrying -en the war \>y Proclamations 
only. While they, continue" their de- 
lay, our ftrength^ncreafes ; jmd wqre 
they to move to action Tfc>w, it is a 
circ^mftautial proof they • have no re- 
inforcement 
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infcrcement/ coming ; wherefore, in 
either cafe, the comparative advan- 
tage will be ours. Like a wounded 
disabled whale, they want only time 
and room to tlie in : arid though in 
the agony of their exit, it may be im- 
fafe to live withiri the flapping of 
their tail, yet' every hour mortens 
their date, and T leflens their power of 
mifchief. If any thing happens while 
this Number is in the prefs, it will 
afford me a fubjecY for the laft pages 
of it. At pfefent I am tired of waitA 
ing ; and as neither the enemy, nor 
the ftate *"of politics, have yet pro- 
duced any thing new* I am thereby 
left m the field of general matter un- 
directed by any linking or particular 
object* This Crifis, therefore, will 
be made up rather of variety than no* 
Velty, and confift more of things ufe- 
ful than things wonderful. 
*- Tfie fucitefs of the caufe, the union 
of the people, and the means of fup- 
porting and fecuring both, are points 
which cannot be too much attended 
to. -He who doubts of the former is 
a defponding coward, and he who 
wilfully diAurbs the latter is a traitor. 
Their characters are eafily fixed, and 
\inder thefe ihort defcriptions I leave 
them for the prefertt, 

One of the greatefb degrees of fen- 
timental union which America ever 
knew, was in denying the right of 
the Bririm Parliament •* to bind 
the Colonies in all cases 
whatsoever/' The declaration is 
in its form an almighty one, and is 
the loftieft ftretch of arbitrary power 
that ever one fet of men, or one 
country claimed over another. Tax* 
ation was nothing more than putting 
the* declared right into practice; and 
this failing* recourfe was had to 
arms, as a means to eftablifh both 
the right and the practice, or to an- 
fwer aworfe purpofe, which will be 
mentioned in the courfe of this Num- 
ber. And in order to repay them- 
felvea the cxpence of an army, and 
» profit by their own injnftice, the 



Colonies were, by another law, de- 
clared to be in a ftate of actual re- 
bellion, and of confequence all pro- 
perty therein would fall to tHe con- 
querors. 

The Colonics, oh their part, firft, 
denied the right; fecbrtdly, they 
fufpended the ufe of taxable articles, 
and petitioned againfl the practice of 
taxation : and thefe failing, they, 
thirdly, defended their property by 
force, as foon as it was forcibly in- 
vaded ; and in anfwer to the declara- 
tion of rebellion and non-protection, 
publilhed their declaration of Inde- 
pendence, and right to felf-protection* 

Thefe, in a few words, are the 
differerft ftages Of the quarrel ; and 
the parts are (b intimately arid necef- 
farily connected with each other; as to 
admit of no reparation. A perfbn, 
to ufe a trite phrafe, muft be a Whig 
or a Tory in the lump. His feelings, 
as a mah, ma^ be wounded ; his 
charity, as a ChrifHan, may be mov- 
ed ; but his political principles muft 
go through all the cafes oil one fide or 
the other. He canrtot be a Whig in 
this ftage, and a Tory in that* If 
he fays he is againfl the" Ignited Inde- 
pendence of the Continent, he is to 
all intents and purpofes againfther in 
all the reft ; becaufc this last com- 
prehends die whole. And he may 
juft as well fay, that Britain was right 
in declaring us rebels ; right in taxing 
us: and right in declaring her 

*• RIGHT TO BIND THE CoLONtES 
tN ALLCASES WHATSOEVER." It 

fignifies nothing what neutral ground, 
of his own creation, he may fltulk 
upon for ftielter ; for the quarrel in 
no ftage Of it hath afforded any fuch 
ground * and •ither we or Britain 
are absolutely right or abfolutely 
wrong through the whole. 

Britain, hke a gamefter nearly 
ruined, hath now put all her lofles 
into one bet, and is playing a defpe- 
rate game for the total. If me win 
it, me wins from me my life; me 
wins the Continent as the forfeited 
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property of rebeli; the right of tax- 
ing thole that are left as reduced fub- 
jects ; and the power of binding 
them as flavca : and the Angle die 
which determines this unparalleled 
even* is, Whether we fupport our 
Independence, or fhe overturn it. 
This is coming to the point at once. 
licre is the touch-ftone to try men 
by. He that is not a fupporter of the 
Independent States of America^ in the 
fame degree that his religious and po- 
litical principles would juffer him to 
fupport the government of any other 
rountrj of which he called himfelf a 
fuhjec7 f is, in the American fenje of 
the word A TORY ; and the infant 
$hat he endeavours to bring his To- 
ryifm into praSice, he becomes A 
TRAITOR. The firft can only be 
detected by a general ted, and the 
law hath already provided for the 
latter. 

It is unnatural and impolitic to 
a4mit men who would root up our 
Independence to have any /bare in 
our tegiilation, either as elector* or 
xeprefentatives ; becaufe the fupport 
of our Independence refts,. in a -great 
meafure, on the vigour and purity of 
our public bodies. Would Britain, 
even in time of peace, much- lefs in 
time of war, fuffer an election to be 
carried by men who profeiTed them- 
selves not to be her fubjects, or allow 
inch to fit in Parliament ? Certainly 
not. 

But there a certain fpecies of To- 
ries with whom conference or prin- 
ciple hath nothing to do, and who 
ire fo from avarice only. Some of 
the firft fortunes in the" Continent, 
on the part of the Whigs, are flaked 
on the lifae of our prefent meafures. 
And (hall difaffection only be re- 
warded with fecority? Can any thing 
be a greater inducement to a miferly 
roan, than the hope of making his 
mammon ikfef And though the 
&heme be. fraught with every charac- 
ter of folly* yet, fo long as he fup- 
pofes,* that by dqing materially cri- 



minal againfc America, on one part* 
and by exprefHng his private disap- 
probation againft Independence, as 
a palliative with the enemy on the; 
other part, he ftands thereby in a 
fafe line between both, while, I fay, 
this ground be fufrered to remain, 
craft and the fpirit of avarice will 
point it out, and men will not be* 
wanting to £11 up this moft contempt 
table of all characters. 

Thefe men, afhamed to own the 
fordid caufe from whence their difaf- 
fection fprings, and thereby add mean- 
nefs to meannefs, by endeavouring 
to ihelter thamfelves under themaik 
of hypocrify; that is, they had ra- 
ther be thought to be Tories from fo*e 
fond of principle, than Tories by hav- 
ing no principle at all* But till filch 
time as they can Ihow fome real rea* 
fon, natural, political or conscien- 
tious, on which their objections, to 
Independence- are founded, we am 
not obliged to give them credit for 
being Tories of the firft ftaxnp, but 
muft &t them down as Tories of the 
laft. , 

In the fecond number of the Crifui 
I endeavoured to mew the impofljbi- 
lity of the enemy making any cem- 
queft of America ; that nothing was 
wanting on our part but patience and 
perfeverance, and that, with thefe? 
virtues, our fuccef*, as far as human* 
fpeculation could difcern, feemed a* 
certain w fate. But a* ri^re are 
many among us, who, influenced by 
others, have regularly gone back from 
the principles they once held, in pro- 
portion as we have gone forward; 
and as it is the unfortunate lot of 
many a good man to live within the 
neighbourhood of difafFetod.ones, I 
fhall therefore, for the fake of con- 
firming the one and recovering the 
other, endeavour, in the fpace of a 
page or two, to go over fome, of the 
leading principles, in fupport of In- 
dependence* It is a much plea- 
fanter talk to preyent vice than to po* 
nim it ; and however our tempers 
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may be gratified by reTentment, of 
our natioDal expences eafed by for- 
feited eftatei, harmony and frienfhip 
is, nevertheless, the happieft condition 
a country can be bleft with. 

Firft,— The natural right of* the 
Continent to Independence. 

Secondly, — Her intereft in being 
independent* 

Thirdly,— The neceflity.— And 

Fourthly, — The moral advantage* 
ariiingtherefrom* 

n The Natural right of the 
Continent to Independence, is a 
point which never yet was called in 
qneftion* It will not even admit of 
a debate. To deny fuch a right, 
would be a kind of acheifm againft 
Nature : and the belt anfwer to fuch, 
an objection would be, The fool hath 
/aid in hie heart* There is no God" 

2. The interest of the ContU 
nent in being independent is a point 
as clearly right as the former. Ame- 
rica, by her own internal hiduftry, 
and unknown to all the powers of 
Europe, was at the beginning of the 
dispute, arrived at a pitch of great- 
nefs, trade and population, beyond 
which it was the intereft of Britain 
not to fuffer her to pafs, left (he fhould 
grow too powerful to be kept fubor- 
dinate. She began to view this coun- 
try with the fame uneafy malicious 
eye, with which a covetous guardian 
would view his ward, whofe eftate he 
had been enriching himfelf by for 
twenty years, and faw him jull ar- 
riving at manhood. And America 
owes no mor« to Britain for her prefent 
maturity, than she ward would to his 
guardian for being twenty-one years 
of age. That America hath flourifhed 
at tie time (he was under the govern- 
ment of Britain, is true ; but there 
23 every natural reafon to believe, 
that had (he been an independent 
country from the firft (Settlement there- 
of, unoontrouled by any foreign 
power, free to make her own laws, 
regulate **d encourage her own com- 
merce, fee had by this time been, of 



much greater worth than now. The' 
cafe is (imply this : the Arft fettlers in- 
the different colonies wore left to fhift 
for themfelves, unnoticed and unfup-* 
ported by any European government;- 
out as the tyranny and perfecution o£ 
the old world daily drove numbers 
to the new, and, as by the favour of 
Heaven on their induftry and per(e~ 
verance, they grew into importance, 
fo, in a like degree, they became an; 
object of profit to. the greedy eyes of 
Europe. It was impoflible in this; 
ftate of infancy, however thriving andr 
promifing, that they could refift the- 
power of any armed invader that' 
(hould feek to bring them under hi* 
authority. In this fituation, Britain 
thought it worth her while to claiaa; 
them, and the Continent received 
and acknowledged the . c(aimer. It: 
was, in reality, of no very great im- 
portance who was her mailer, feeing, : 
that from the force and ambition c& 
the different powers of Europe, (he- 
muil, till (he acquired ftrength enough > 
tp aflert her own right, acknowledge 
fome onev As well, perhaps, Bri-; 
tain as another ; and it might have? 
been as welf to have been under the* 
States of Holland as any. The fame . 
hopes of engrofling and profiting by 
her trade, by not oppreffing it to» 
mucK, would have operated alike 
with any mailer, and produced to the 
Colonies the fame eftedb. The cla* 
mour of protection,' likewife, wa*. 
all a farce ; becaufe, in order to make- 
that protection neceflary, (he Muft 
firft, by her own quarrels create ma < 
enemies. Hard terms, indeed! 

To know whether it be the in~ 
tereft of the Continent to be in* 
dependent, we need only afk this 
eafy, fimple queiiion : is it the inte- 
reft of a man to be a boy all his life / 
The anfwer to one will be the anfwer 
to both. America hath been one con* 
tinued fcene of legislative contention 
from the firft King's- repreientative to 
the laft ; ,and this was unavoidably 
founded in the natural opposition o£ 
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inttreft hftweerl the* old country and 
"the new, A Governor fent from 
England, or receiving his authority 
therefrom ought never to have been 
confidered in any other light than 
that of a genteel commiflioned fpy, 
whole private bufmefs was informa- 
tion, and his public bufinefs a kind 
of civilized oppreffion. In the firft 
of thefe characters he was to watch 
the tempers, itnrimenjs and difpofi 
tkm of the people, the growth of 
trade, and the increafe of private for- 
tones ; and in the latter, to fupprefs 
all fuch Acts of the Aflemblies, how- 
ever beneficial to the people, which 
did not directly or indirectly throw 
feme increafe of power or profit into 
tfce hands of thofe who fent him. 
i America, till now, could never 
be called a. free country ; becaufe her 
legislation depended on the will of a 
man three thoufand miles diftant, 
whofe intereft was in oppofition to 
enrs, and who, by a fingle * c NO," 
could forbid what law he pleafed. 

The freedom of trade, hkewife, is, 
to a trading country, an article of 
inch vail importance, that the prin- 
cipal fource of wealth depends upon 
it; and it is impoflible that any coun- 
try can flourifh, as itotherwife might 
do, where commerce is engrofled, 
ctamped and fettered by the laws and 
mandates of another— yet thefe evils, 
tad more than I can here enumerate, 
the Continent has fufFered by being 
under the government of Great-Bri- 
tain; By an Independence we clear 
the whole at once— put an end to the 
bufinefs of unanfwered petitions and 
fwitlefs remonftrances— exchange 
Britain for Europe— make hands with 
the world— live at peace with man- 
kind—and trade to any market where 
we befl can buy and fell. 

3. The necessity, Hkewife, of 
being independent, even before it 
was declared, became fo evident and 
important, that the Continent ran 
the rifk of being mined every day me 
delayed it. There were reafons to 



believe, that Britain Woold etideavdur 
to make a European matter, of it/ 
and rather than lole the whole, would 
difmember it like Poland, and dif- 
pofe of her feverrl claims to the* 
higheft bidder. Genoa, failing in 
her attempts to rednce Coriica, made* 
a fale of it to the French, and fuch 
traffics have been commoa in the old 
world. We had at that time no 
Ambailador in any part of Europe, 
to counteract her negociations, and 
by that means me had the range of 
cvtry foreign Court uncontradicted 
on our part. We even knew nothing 
of the treaty for the Heffians till it 
was concluded, and the troops ready 
to embark. Had we been indepen- 
dent before, we probably had pre^ 
vented her obtaining them. We had 
no credit abroad, becaufe of our re- . 
bellious dependency. Out (hips could 
claim no protection in foreign ports, 
becaufe we afforded them nojunafiable 
reafon for granting it to us. The 
calling ourfelves fubjects, and at the 
fame rime fighting againft the power 
we acknowledged, was a dangerous 
precedent to all Europe. If the 
grievances juftified our taking up 
arms, they juftified our feparation ; 
if they did not juftify eur feparation, 
neither could they juftify our taking 
up arms. All Europe was inserefted 
in reducing us as rebels, and all Eu- 
rope (or the greateft part* at leaft) is 
interested iii fupporting us as- Inde- 
pendent States. At home our con- 
dition was ftill worfe : our currency 
had no foundation, and the fall of it 
would have ruined Whig and Tory 
alike. We had no"bther law than a" 
kind of moderated paffion ; no other * 
civil power than an honeft mob ; and - 
no other protection than the temporary 
attachment of one man to another. 
Had Independence been delayed a' 
few months longer,* this Continent 
would have been plunged into irre- 
coverable confufion : fome violent for 
it, fome againft it, fill in, the general 
cabal the rich would -have been ruin- 
ed, 
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*d» and the poor deftroyed. It is to 
independence that every Tory owes 
the prefent fafety he lives in ; for by 
that, and that only, we emerg- 
ed from a ftate of dangerous fufpence, 
and became a regular people. 

The neceflity likewife of being in- 
dependent, had there been no rup- 
ture between Britain and America, 
would in a little time have brought 
one on. TJie encreafing importance 
of commerce, the weight and per- 
plexity of legislation, and the en- 
tangled (late of European politics, 
would daily have ihcwn to the Conti- 
nent the impoflibility of. continuing 
fubprdinate ; for, after the cooleft re- 
-flections* on the matter, this must 
be allowed, that Britain was too 
jealous of America, to govern it 
juftly ; too ignorant of it, to govern 
it well; and too diilant, to govern it 
at all. ' 

4. But, what weigh moil with all 
men of ferions reflection, are the 
moral Apvantacbs arifing from 
Independence: .war and deflation 
are become the -trades of the old 
world ; and America neither could, 
norcan.be under the government of 
Britain without becoming a fharer of 
her guilt, and a partner in ail the 
difmal commerce of death. The fpi- 
rit of duelling, extended 00 a national 
fcale, is a proper ^character for Euro- 
. pean wars. They have feldom any 
other, motive than pride, or any other 
objed .than fame,. The conqueror 
and'the.cowjueredare generally ruined 
alike, ana the chief difference at latt 
h> that the* one marches home with 
honours* and the other without them, 
'Tis thenatural tempar of theEngltfh 
to fight for a featheiy if they £up- 
poie that feather tQ be an aftront ; • 
and ; America,, without the, right of 
aiking * why, . aa.uft have . abetted in 
everp qjaarrej, .and abided by its fate.. 
It is a mocking fituation to live in, 
., thatone,co,un|rv v muft be brought into 
. ,aU the wars ofanbther, whether the 
meafure be right or wrong, or whether 



fhe will or not ; yet this, in the fullet 
extent, was, and ever wonld be, the 
unavoidable confequence of the con- 
nection. Surely! the Quakers for-' 
got their own principles, when in 
their late teiUmony they called this 
connexion, with thefe military and 
miferable appendages hanging to it, 
The happy conftitution. 

The tree (pirit on which the Ame- 
rican caufe is founded, difdains to 
mix with fuch an impurity, and leave 
it a rubbifh fit only for narrow and 
fufpicious minds to grovel in : fufpi- 
cion and perfecution are weeds of the 
fame dunghill, and flouriih beft to- 
gether. Had the Quakers minded 
their religion and bufinefs, they might 
have lived through this difpote in 
enviable eafe, and none would have 
molefted them. The common phrafc 
with' thefe people is, Our principles 
are peace* To which may be replied, 
And your practices are the rcverfe ; 
for never did the conduct of men op- 
pofe their own doctrine more noto- 
riouily than the prefent race of the 
Quakers. They have artfully chang- 
ed themfelves into a different fort of 
people to what they ufed to be, and 
yet have the addrefs to perfuade each 
other they are not altered ; like an- 
tiquated virgins, they fee not the ha- 
vock deformity hath made upon them ; 
but pleafantly miftaking wrinkles for 
dimples, conceit themfelves yet lovely, 
and wonder at the ftupid world for. 
not admiring them. 

Did no injury arife to .the public 
by this apoftacy of the Quakers from 
themfelves, the public would have 
nothing to do with it ; but as both 
the deign and confequences are 
pointed againft a caufe in which the 
whole community are interefted, it 
is, therefore, no longer a fubject con- 
fined to the cognizance of the meet- 
ing, only, but comes as a matter of 
criminality before either the authority 
of the particular State in which it is 
acted, or of the Continent againft 
which it operates. Every aitempt 
' , now 
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jfcow to fupport the authority of the 
JCing or Parliament of Great-Britain 
•CYer America, is treafon againft **//jy 
•State ; therefore it is impoflible that 
any Me can pardon or fltreen from pu- 
lUfhmeat ea offender againft all. 

But to proceed : while the infa- 
tuated Tories of this and other 
States were laft fpring talking of 
-CommiBioners, accommodation, male- 
*ing the matter up, and the Lord 
&&OW3 what ftuff and nonfenfe, their 
*good and Miniftry were glut- 

-ting them&ves with the revenge of 
reducing America to an unconditional 
fubmjjieuy and (blaring each other 
J wkh the certainty of conquering it in 
unt campaign. The following quo- 
tations are from the Parliamentary 
'HxgLfter of the Debates of the Houfe 
of Lords, March 5th, 1776: 

" The Americans, fays Lord Tri- 
.fcct*» have been obftinate, undutirul 
sntl ungovernable from the very be- 
-mrming, from their firft early and 
infant fettlements; and I am every 
day more and more convinced that 
-this people will never be brought 
back to their duty, and the fubordi- 
itate relation they ftand in to this 
• country, till reduced to an uncondi- 
tional effcfiual '. fubtoiffion ; no coneef* 
fon on our forty no lenity, no endur- 
: mnte, wll have any other effect but 
thatx>f encreafing their infolence." 

" The ftruggle, fays Lord Townf- 
iend f, is now a ftruggle for power; 
the die is call, and the only point 
which now remains to be determined, 
is, in what manner the war can be 
mofteifeeluailyprofecuted and fpee- 
jdiJy nni{hed,.jn order to procure 
that unconditional fubmiffion* which 
Sasjbeen fo ably fbted by the noble 
Jkarl with the white #aff (meaning 
3Lord Talbot) ; and I have no feafon 
to doubt that the mcafures now pur- 
suing will put an end to the war in 
' 4he coorfe of a single campaign. 
'> Should it linger longer, we fhall 



then have reafon to wrpecV that 
feme foreign power will interfere, 
and take advantage of our domeftk 
troubles and civil diftracUons." 

Lord Lyttelton. " My fehtunents 
are pretty well known. I mail only 
obferve now, that lenient meafures 
have had no other effect than to pro- 
duce infult after infultj that themord 
we conceded, the higher America 
rofe in her demands, and the more 
infolent fhe has grown ► It is for this 
reafon that I am now for the moft e£* 
feclive and decifiye meafures ; and 
am of opinion, that no alternative is 
left us, but to relinquish America for 
ever, or finally determine to compel 
her to acknowledge the Legiflative 
authority of this country; and it u 
the principle of an unconditional fab- 
miffton I would be for maintaing," 

Can words be more exprefike than 
thefe I Surely the Tories will believe 
the Tory Lords! The truth is, tbey 
do believe them, and know as. fully as 
any Whig on the Continent knows, 
that the and 'Miniftry never had 

the ieaft defign of an accommodation 
with America, but an abfolute un- 
conditional tonqueft. And the part 
which the Tories were to aft, was, 
by downright lying, to endeavour 4o 
put the Continent off its guard, and 
to divide and fow difcontent in the 
minds of fuch Whigs as they might 
gain an influence over. In fhort, to 
keep up a diftra£tion here, that the 
force tent from England might be 
able to conquer in « one campaign" 
They and the Miniftry were, by a 
different game, playing into each 
other's hands. The cry ef the To- 
ries in England was, No reconciliation, 
no accommodation, in order to obtain 
the greater military force; while 
thofe in America were crying nothing 
but •Reconciliation and accommodation, 
-that the force fent might conquer 
with lefs afliftance* ( 

But this ** Jingle campaign" is 

over. 



* See ward of the King's Houfllold. 
£ Formerly Genera! Townflijnd at Quefceck, and late Lord Liiutcasfit of Jjctod* 
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©ver, and America not conquered. 
The whole work is yet to do, and 
the force much lefs. to do it with. 
Their condition is both defpicable 
and deplorable : out of cam — out of 
heart — and out of hope. A country 
furnifhed with arms and ammunition, 
as America now is, with three mil- 
lions of inhabitants, and three thou- 
fand miles diftant from the neareft 
enemy that can approach her, is able 
to look and laugh them in the face. 

Howe appears to have two objects 
in view, either to go up the North 
river, or come to Philadelphia. , 

By going up the North river, he 
fecures a retreat for his army through 
Canada ; but the mips muft return, 
if they return at all, the fame way 
they went ; and as our army would 
be in the rear, the fafety of their 
paffage down is a doubtful matter, 
By fuch a motion he (huts himfelf 
from all fupplies from Europe but 
through Canada, and expofes his army 
and navy to the danger of perifhing. 
The idea of his cutting off the com- 
munication between the eaftern and 
foutHern States, by means of the 
North river, is merely vifionary. 
He cannot do it by his (hipping ; be- 
caufe no (hip can lay long at anchor 
in any river within reach of the more ; 
a fingle gun would drive a firft rate 
from fuch a ftation : this was fully 
poved laft October at Forts Waih- 
lagton and Lee, where one gun only, 
on each fide the river, obliged two 
frigates to cut and be towed off in an 
hour's time. Neither can h* cut it 
off by his army; fcecaufe the feveral 
pofts they muft occupy, would divide 
them almoft to nothing, and expofe 
them to be picked up by ours like 
pebbles on a river's bank ; but ad- 
mitting he could, where is the in- 
jury ? Becaufe while his whole force 
is cantoned out, as Gentries over the 
water, they will be very innocently 
employed, and the moment they 
march into the country, the commu- 
ideation open*. 



The moft probable objea is Phila- 
delphia, and the reafons are many. 
Howe's bufinefs in America is to con- 
quer it, and in proportion as he finds 
himfelf unable to the tafk, he will 
employ his ftrength to diftrefs women 
and weak minds, in order to acco'm- 
plifh, through their fears, what he can- 
not effect by his o*wn force. His 
coming or attempting to come to Phi- 
ladelphia is a circumftance that proves 
his weaknefs : for no General, that 
felt himfelf able to take the field and 
attack his antagoniit, would think of 
bringing his army into a city in the 
fummer time ; and this mere fhifting 
thefcene from place to place, without 
effecting any thing, has feeblencfs 
and cowardice on the face of it, and 
holds him up in a contemptible light 
to any one who can reafon joftly and 
firmly. By feveral informations from 
New-York, it appears, that their army 
in general, both officers and men. 
have given up the expectation of con- 
quering America; their eye, now, 
is fixed upon the fpoiL They fup- 
pofe Philadelphia to be rich with 
ftores, and as they think to get more 
by robbing a town than by attacking 
an army, their movement towards 
this city is probable. We are not 
now contending againft an army of 
foldiers, but againft a band of thieves, 
who had rather plunder than fight, 
and have no other hope of conqueft 
than by cruelty. 

They expect to get a mighty booty, 
and ftrike another general panic by 
making a fudden movement, and get- 
ting paffeflion of this city ; but unlefs 
they can march cut as well as /«, or 
get the entire command, of the river, 
to remove off their plunder, they 
may probably be flopped with the 
ftolen goods upon them, They have 
never yet fucceeded wherever they 
have been oppofpd, but at Fort Wafh- 
ington. At Cfcarleftown their defeat 
was effectual. At Ticonderoga they 
ran away. In every fkirmifh at 
Kingfbridge and the White Plains, 

S 6 they 
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they were obliged to retreat ; and the 
inftant our arms were turned upon 
them in the jerfeys, they turned 
likewife, and thofe that turned not 
Were taken. 

The necefTtty of always fitting our 
internal police to t le circumftances of 
the times we live in, is fomething fo 
flrikingly obvious, that no fufffaent 
objection can be made againfl it. 
The fafety of all Societies depends 
upon it ; and where this point is not 
attended to, the conference will 
either be a general languor or a tu- 
Jnult. The encouragement and 
proteftion of the good fubjeels of any 
State, and the iupprefiion and punifh- 
jnent of bad ernes, are the principal 
object for which all authority is infti- 
tuted, and the line in which bought 
to operate. We have in this city a 
1 Grange variety of men and characters, 
and the circumftances of the times re- 
quire they mould be publicly k -iown ; 
it is not the number of Tories that 
hurt us, fo much as the not finding out 
who they are ; men mult take one fide 
Or the other, and abide by the con- 
fluences : the Quakers, trufting to 
tneir fhoit-fighted fagacity, have, 
*nol! unluckily for them, made then- 
declaration in their laft teitimony, 
and we ought «oiu to take them at 
their wwrd. They have voluntarily 
read themfelves out of die Continen- 
tal meeting, and cannot hope to be 
reftored tu it again, but by payment 
'and penitence. Men whofe political 
principles are founded on avarice, are 
Beyond the reach of reafon ; and the 
only cure for Toryifm of this call, is 
to tax it. " A fubftantial good drawn 
from a real evil, is of the fame bene- 
'fit to fociety, as if drawn from a vir- 
tue ; and where men have not public 
Tpirit to render themfelves ferviceable, 
it ought to be the ftudy of Govern- 
ment to draw the beft ufe poflible 
from their vices. 1 When the govern- 
ing paflion of any man or fet of men 
is once known, the method of ma- 
naging them is eafy ; for even mifers, 



whom no public virtue can imprpfiy 
would become generous, could a 
heavy tax be laid upon covetoufnefs. 

The Tories have endeavoured tQ 
jnjure their property with the enemy, 
by forfeiting their reputation with 
us; from which may bejuftly infer r 
red, that their governing paifion is 
avarice. Make them as much afraid 
of lofing on one fide as the other, and 
you ftagger their Toryifm ; make 
them more fo, and you reclaim them j 
for their principle is to worfhip any 
power they are moft afraid of. 

This method of confiderlng men 
and things together, opens into a 
large field for f^eculation,, and affords 
me opportunity of oifering fome ob- 
fcrvations on the ftate of our currency, 
fo as to make the fupport of it go 
hand in han4» with the fuppreflion of 
difaifecuon and the encouragement 
of public fpirit. 

The thing which firftprefents itfelf 
in infpefting the ftate of the currency, 
fs, that we have too much of it, ana 
that there is a neceflity of reducing 
the quantity, in order to encreafe the 
value* Men are daily growing poor 
by die very means they take to get 
rich ; for in the fame proportion that 
the prices of all goods on hand arc 
raifed, the value of all money laid by 
is reduced. A fimple. cafe will make 
this clear: let a man have one hun- 
dred pounds cafh, and as many goods 
on hand as will to-day fell for zoL 
but not content with the prefent 
market-price, he raifes them to 49, 
and by fo doing, obliges others in 
their own defence to raife cent, per, 
cent, likewife ; in this cafe, it is evi- 
dent that his hundred pounds laid by 
is reduced fifty pounds in value; 
whereas, had the markets dropped 
cent, per cent* his goods would have 
fold but for ten, but his hundred 
pounds would have rifen in value to 
two hundred ; becaufe it would then 
purchafc as many goods Again, or 
fupport his family as long again as 
before. And ftrange as it may feem, 
he is one hundred and fifty pounds 
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tKe poorer* for raifirig his goodi, to 
what he would have been had he 
lowered them ; becaufe the forty 
pounds his goods ibid for, is by the 
general rife of the markets; cent* per 
cent* rendered of rto more value 'than 
the ten pounds would be, had the 
market fallen in the fame propor- 
tion ; andj confequehtly; the whole 
difference of gain or lofs is on the 
different values of the hundred pounds 
laid by, viz. from fifty to two hun- 
dred. This rage for raifing goods is 
4br feveral reaicms much more the 
fault of the Tories than the Whigs ; 
and yet the Tories (to their fhame 
and confufion ought they to be told 
of it) are by far the moft noify and 
difcontented. The greateft part of 
the Whigs, by being now either in 
the army or employed in fome public 
-fervice, are buyers only, and not /el- 
-lers ; and as this evil has its origin in 
•trade, it cannot be charged on thofe 
who are out of it. 

But the grievance is riow become 
too general to be relieved by partial 
methods, and the only effectual cure 
is to reduce the quantity of money ; 
with half the quantity we mould be 
richer than we are now> becaufe the 
value of it would be double, and 
confeqnefttly our attachment to it 
increafed; for it is not the number 
ef dollars a man has> but how far 
they will go* that makes him either 
rich or poor. 

Thefe two pointi being admitted* 
viz. that the quantity of money is too , 
great, and that the prices of goods 
can be only. effectually reduced by 
reducing the quantity of the money, 
the next point to be confidered is, the 
method how to reduce it t 

The circumftances ef the times, as 
before obferved* require that the pub- 
lic characters of all men mould ntxw 
be fully underftood ; and the only ge-i 
neral method ef afcertairiing it, is bf 
en oath or affirmation, renouncing all 
allegiance to the King of Great-Bri* 
tain, and to -feffort the Iadece*- 
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dericey of the United States as de- 
clared by Corigrefs. Let, at the fame 
time, a tax often, fifteen or twenty 
per cent* per annum*, to be collected 
quarterly, be levied on all property. 
Theft alternatives, by being perfectly 
voluntary, will take in all forts of 
people. Here is the tell ; here fs the 
tax. He who takes the former, con'- 
fcientioufly proves his affe&ion to the 
caufe, and binds himfelf to pay his 
quota by the beftfervirts in his power, 
and is thereby juftly exempt from the 
latter ; and thofe who choofe the lat- 
ter, pay their quota in money, to be 
excufed frbm taking the former, Or 
father it is the price paid to us for 
their fuppofed, though miftaken, in- 
furance with the enemy. 

But this is only a part of the advan- 
tage which would arife by knowing 
the different characters of men; The 
Whigs flake every thing on the ifTue 
of their arms, while the Tories, by 
their difaifection, are fappir\g and 
undermining their ftrength, and, of 
confequence, the property of the 
Whigs is the mote expofed thereby; 
and whatever injury their eftates may 
fuftaih by the movements of the ene- 
my, muft either be borne by them- 
felves, who have done eVtery thing 
which has yet been done, or by the 
Tories, who have notlonlydone no- 
thing* but have; by their difafteclion, 
invited the enemy on. 

In the prefent crifis we otight to ' 
know fquare by fquare, and houfc by 
houfe, who are in real allegiance with 
the United Independent States, and 
who are not. Let but the line be 
made clear and diftincl, and all men 
will then know what they arc to trull 
to. It would not only be good po- 
licy, but Mft juftice, to raife fifty 
or ail hundred thoufand pounds, or 
more, if it is necefTary, out of the 
eftates and property of the King of 
England's votaries, refident in Phila- 
delphia, to be diftributed, as a re- 
Ward to thofe inhabitants of the 
-City a*nd State, whofcould turn out 
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and repulfe the enemy, fhoukl they 
attempt their march this way; and 
likewife, to bind the property of all 
fuch perfons to make good the da- 
mage which that of the Whigs might 
fuftain. In the undiftinguiftuble 
mode of conducting a war, we fre- 
quently make reprisals at feaonthe' 
veflels of perfons in England, who 
are friends to our caufe, compared 
with the refidentiary Tories among us. 
In every former publication of 
mine, from Common Senfe down to 
the laft Crifis, I have generally gone 
on the charitable fuppofition, that 
the Tories were rather a miflaken 
than a criminal people, and have ap- 
plied argument after argument with 
all the candour and temper I was ca- 
pable of, in order to fet every part of 
the cafe clearly and fairly before 
them, and, if poffible, to reclaim them 
from ruin to reafon. I have done 
my duty by them, and have now 
done with that doctrine, taking it 
for granted, that thofe who yet hold 
their difaffection, are, either a fet of 
avaricious mifcreants, who would fa- 
crifice the Continent to fave them- 
selves, or a banditti of hungry trai- 
tors, who are hoping for a divifion of 
the fpoil. To which may be added, 
a lift of Crown or Proprietary depen- 
* dents, who, rather than go without 
a portion of power, would be con- 
tent to lhare it with the Devil. Of 
fuch men there is no hope ; and their 
obedience will only be according to 
the danger that is fet before them, 
and the power that is exercifed over 
them. 

A time will fliortly arrive, in 
which, by afcertaining the characters 
of perfons now, we fhall be guarded 
againft their mifchiefs then ; for in 
proportion as the enemy defpair of 
cpnqueft, they will be trying the arts 
of feduftion, and the force of fear by 
all the mifchiefs they can inflict- 
But in war we may be certain of thefe 
two things, viz. that cruelty in an 
enemy, and motions made wuhmort 



than ufual parade, are always Ctgna of 
weaknefs. He that can conquer, 
finds his mind too free and pleafant to 
be brutifh ; and he that intends to 
conquer, never makes too much fhow 
of his ftrength. 

We now know the enemy we have 
to do with. While drank with the 
certainty of victory, they difdained to 
be civil ; and in proportion as difap- 
pointment makes them fober, and 
their apprehenftons of an European 
war alarm them, they will become 
cringing and artful ; hone it they can- 
not oe. But our anfwer to them, in 
either condition they may be in, ia 
fhort and flill, " As Free and Inde- 
pendent States, we are willing to 
make peace with you to-morrow ; bur 
we can neither hear or reply in any 
other character." 

If Britain cannot conquer us, it 
proves,- that me is neither able to go- 
vern or protect us, and our particular 
fituation now is fuch, that any con* 
nection with her would be unwifely 
exchanging a half defeated enemy for 
two powerful ones. Europe, by every 
appearance and information, is now 
on the eve, nay, on the morning 
twilight of a war, and any alliance 
with brings France 

and Spain upon our backs ; a repara- 
tion from him attach them to our 
fide; therefore, the only road to 
Peace , Honour, and Commerce, is In- 
dependence. 

Common-Sensb. 

Philadelphia, April 19, 1 777. 
And in the fourth year of die Union, 
'which God preferve 1 

Philadelphia, June 28, 1777. 
An Aft obliging the male white inha- 
bitants of this State to gi<ve ajfur^ 
ances of allegiance to the fame, and 
for other purpefes therein mentioned. 
Whereas the feparation of the Thir- 
teen United States form the Govern- 
ment of the Crown and Parlia- 
ment of Great-Britain (who by their 
.Acts of oppxeflion and cruelty, as fet 
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forth in the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence by Congrefs, bearing date the 
tenth of July, 1776, had rendered 
fuch feparation, on the.part of the faid 
States, abfolutely necefTary for their 
own happinefs and the happinefs of 
'fucceeding generations) the good 
people of this State of Pennfylvania 
are oecome free and independent of 
the faiil Crown and Parliament. 

And whereas from fordid, mercena- 
ry motive's, or other caufes inconfift- 
ent with the happinefs of a free and 
independent people, fundry perfons 
have, or may yet be induced to with- 
hold their fervice and allegiance from 
the Commonwealth of Pennfylvania, 
as a free independent State, as de- 
clared by Congrefs: And whereas 
fundry other perfons, in their feveral 
capacities, have, at the rifk of their 
lives, or the hazard of their fortunes, or 
both, rendered great and eminent fer- 
, vices in defence and fuppprt of the 
faid Independence, and may yet con- 
tinue to do the fame ; and as both 
thofe forts of perfons remain at this 
time mixed, and in fome meafure un- 
diftinguifhed from each other, the 
disaffected deriving undeferved fer- 
vice from the faithful and well af- 
fected : And whereas allegiance and 
protection are reciprocal ; and thofe 
who will not bear the former, are not 
(nor ought not) to be entitled to the 
benefit of the latter ; Therefore be it 
enacted, by the Reprefentatives of the 
Freemen of the Commonwealth of 
Pennfylvania, in General Aflembly 
met, and by the authority of the 
fame* That all male white inhabi- 
tants of this State, except of the 
counties of Bedford, Northumber- 
land and Weftmoreland, above the 
age of eighteen years, mail, on or 
before the firft day of July next, take 
and fubfcribe the following oath or 
affirmation before fome* one of the 
Juftices of the Peace of the city or 
sounty where they mail refpectivcly 
inhabit ; and the inhabitants of the 
faid counties of Bedford, Northum-* 



berland and Weftmoreland, above 
the faid age, fhall, on or before the 
firft day of Auguft next, take and 
fubfcribe the faid oath or affirmation, 
before fome one of the Juftices of the 
faid three counties laft mentioned, in 
which they fhall refpectively inhabit ; 
and the faid Juftices fhall give a cer- 
tificate thereof to every fuch perfonj 
and the faid oath or affirmation fhall 
be as followeth, viz. 

I [ ■ ] do fwear or affirm, 

that I renounce and refufe all alle- 
giance to George the Third, King 
of Great-Britain, his heirs, and fuc- 
cefTors ; and^ that I will be faithful 
and bear true allegiance to the Com- 
monwealth of Pennfylvania, as a free 
and independent State, and that I 
will not at any time do, or caufe to 
be done, any matter, or thing that 
will be prejudicial or injurious to the 
freedom and independence thereof, 
as declared by Congrefs. And alfo, 
that I will difcover and make known 
to fjme one Juftice of the Peace of 
the faid State, all treafons or treach- 
erous confpiracies, which I now 
know, or hereafter fhall know, to be 
formed againft this, or any of the 
United States, of America. 

And the form of the certificate 
fhall be as followeth, viz. 

I do hereby certify that [ ] 

hath voluntarily taken and fubfcribed 
the oath or affirmation of allegiance 
and fidelity, as directed by an Act of 
General Aflembly of Pennfylvania, 
patted the 15th of June, 1777. 
Wjtnefs my hand and feal, the 
day of A. D. ' 

(L. S.) 

And be it further enacted, by the 
authority aforefaid, That the Juftice 
or Juftices of the Peace before whom 
fuch oath or affirmation fhall be fub- 
fcribed, fhall keep fair regifter of the 
names and fir names fo fworn or af- 
firmed, and the time when, and 
fhall, on or before the firft day of 
October in every year, tranfmit in 
writing, under has or their hands an4 
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feals, to the office of Recorder of 
Deeds for the faid city or county, a 
true lift of the names andfirnames of 
thofe, who, within the fame year, 
have fo fworn or affirmed before them 
xefpectively ; and the faid Juftice or 
Juftices Ihall have and receive there- 
for, and for the faid certificate, the 
fum of one (hilling and no more, for 
every jperfon fo hvorn or affirmed; 
and the faid Juftice or Juftices mail 
lay their accounts before the county 
Commiffioners, or any two of them, 
irom time to time, to be examined 
and allowed ; and the faid Commif- 
fioners fhall draw orders on the county 
Treafurers for fuch fums as fhall be 
fo allowed, which orders the faid 
Treafurers are hereby authorized and 
required to pay out of the State 
taxes ; and the Recorders of Deeds in 
the city and feveral counties of this 
. State, are hereby enjoined to record 
the faid lifts in books to be prepared 
for that purpofe, and fhall be paid 
for the fame in the fame manner as 
the Juftices, at the rate of five pounds 
for every hundred names. 

And be it further enacted, by the 
authority afbrefaid, That every per- 
fou above the age aforefaid, refufing 
or neglecting to take and fabferibe 
the faid oath or affirmation, fhall^ 
during the time of fuch neglect or re- 
fufal, be incapable of holding any 
office or place of truft in this State, 
ferving on juries, fuing for any debts, 
electing or being elected, buying, 
' felling, or transferring any landsj 
tenements or hereditaments, and 
fhall be difarmed by the Lieutenant 
or Sub-lieutenants of the city or 
counties refpectively. 

And whereas there is a danger of 
having the feeds of difcord and dis- 
affection greatly fpread by perfons, 
whpfe political principles are not 
"known, removing or travelling from 
one part of the State to another ; and 
it is well known that this State is al- 
ready become (and likely to be more 
fo) an afylum for refugees flying from 



the juft refentment of their fellow* 
citizens in other States ; for remedy 
whereof, be it enacted, by the au- 
thority aforefaid, That every perfon 
a}>ove the age aforefaid, who fhall 
travel out of the county or city in 
which he ufually refldes, without the 
certificate aforefaid, maybe fufpected 
to be a fpy, and to hold principles 
inimical to the United States, and 
fhall be taken before one of the Juf- 
tices neareft to the place where he 
fhall be apprehended, who lhali ten- 
der to him the faid oath or affirmar 
tion, and upon his refufal to take 
and fubferibe the faid oath or affirma- 
tion, the faid Juftice fhall commit 
him to the common gaol of the city 
or county, there to remain without 
bail or mainprize, until he fhall take 
and fubferibe the faid oath or affirma- 
tion, or produce a certificate that he 
had already done fo. 

And be it further enacted, by the 
authority aforefaid, That all perfons 
coming from any of the other United 
States into this State, are hereby re- 

?uired to apply to one of the neareft 
uftiees after he enters this State, and 
take and fubferibe the faid oath or af- 
firmation, upon the penalty of being 
dealt with as in the cafe of perfons 
travelling or removing out of the city 
or county in which they ufually 
refide, unlefs he can produce a cer- 
tificate that he hath taken the oath or 
affirmation, in the like nature, in the 
State from whence he came. 

Provided always jjeverthelefs, That 
Delegates in Congrefs, prifoners of 
war, officers and foldiers in the Con- 
tinental army, merchants and mari- 
ners trading in the ports of this State 
from foreign powers in amity with 
the United States, and not becoming 
refident, are declared not to be within 
the intent and meaning of this Act, 

And be it further enacted, That 
if any perfon fhall forge fuch certifi- 
cate, as by this Act is to be made 
out, and given by any of the Juftices 
of die Peace of this State; or fhall 
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0aufe or procure others to forge or 
counterfeit the name and feal of the 
Jufttce of the Peace to fuch certificate, 
jor £hall by erafmg or otherwife taking 
put, or covering or palling^ over, a 
man's name that was wrote in a true 
and genuine certificate, alter the fame 
as to ferve his own, or any other 
jnian's purpofes ; or mall produce and 
make ufe of any fuch certificate, 
knowing it to be fcrged pr altered, 
every fuch perfon and pprfons fo of- 
fending, and being thereof legally 
convicted before any Court of Gene- 
ral Quarter Seflions of the Peace pf laft, independent of Royal authority. 
the city or county where fuch offence I laid before them the caufes of that 



) 

to the Grand Jury, and thek 
Preferments at this Seflions, be 
forthwith publifhed. 

By order of the Court, 

John Colcock, C. C. S. 

The Charge to the Grand Jury. 

Gentlemen of die Grand Jury, 
The laft time I had the honour 
to addrefs a Grand Jury in thi* 
Court, [See <voL Hi, page 321.) I 
expounded to them the Conftitutiou 
of their country, as eftabliftied by 
Congrefs on the 26th day of March 



mall be committed, mall be fined 
the fum of fifty pounds, and be com- 
mitted to gapl until he pays the fine, 
£i;d coft of profecution. And if he 
ihall not within the fpace of thirty 
days fatisfy the judgment of the 
Court, he.ihall be whipped with any 
number of lames not exceeding thirty- 
liine, on his bare back, well laid on. 

1 John Bayard, Speaker. 

Enabled into a law June the 13th, 

Mil* J 0HN Morris, jun* Clerk 

of the General Aflembly. 
{The fame Aa has been pafed by the 
JJfemblies of the other twelve Colonies . ] 

A Charge, on the Rife of the Ame- 
rican Empire, delivered by the Hon* 
William -Henry Drayton, 
Eff. Chief Juftice of South-Caro- 
lina, to the Grand Jury for the 
diftrzft of Charles-town. 
South-Carolina, \ 

Charles-town Diftri£,\ 

'At a Court of'General Seflions of the 
Peace, Oyer and Terminer, Af- 
tze and General Gaol Delivery, 
begun and holden at Charles- 
town, for the diftricl: of Charles- 
town, on Tuefday, October 15th, 
in the year of our Lord, 1770— 
before the Honourable William- 
Henry^ Drayton, Efq. Chief 
juftice, and his aftbeiates, Juftices 
of thefaid Court, 

Ordered, That the Charge delivered _ __ , , 

by hjs Honour the Chief Juitice paration from Qreat-Britaiu 



important change of our Govern- 
ment — a compaxifon of thefe, with 
thofe that occafioned the Englifh Re- 
volution of 1688— and, the law xe- 
fulting from the injuries in each cafe* 
I fpoke to that Grand Jury of the late 
Revolution of South-Carolina. I 
mean to fpeak to you on a more im- 
portant iubject— * the Rife of the 
American Empire. 

The great Act. in March laft upon 
the matter, constituted our country 
totally independent of| Great-Britain. 
For, it was calculated to place in our 
hands, the whole legiflatlve, executive 
and judicial powers of Government; 
and to enable us in the moil effectual 
manner, by force of arms to oppofe, 
refifl and war againft the Britifh 
Crown. The Act naturally looked 
forward to an accommodation of the 
unhappy difference between that power 
and America : in like manner, every 
declaration of war between indepen- 
dent States, implies a future accom- 
modation of their difputes. But, al- 
though by that Act, we were upon 
the matter made independent ; yet, 
there were no Words in it, Specially 
declarative of that Independency, 
Such a declaration was of right to be. 
made only by the General Congrefs ; 
oecaufe the united voice and flxength 
of America, were neceiTary to give a 
defireable credit and profpeel of {la- 
bility, to a declared itate of total fe- 
" ~ * * and 
the 
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the General Congrefs, as the only 
means left by which they had a chance . 
to avert the ruin of America, have 
lifted a declaration, by which all po- 
litical connection between you and 
the State of Great-Britain, is totally 
diflblved. 

Carolinians ! heretofore you were 
f bound — by the American Revolution 
you are now free. The change is, 
moil important— moll honourable — 
moil beneficial. It is your birth right 
by the law of Nature— it is even valid 
by the fundamental laws of your 
country— you were placed in poflef- 
fion of it by the hand^ of God !— 
Particulars evidencing a fubject of the 
higheft import —Gentlemen of the 
Grand Jury, it is my duty to mark 
to you, the great lines of your con- 
duct; and fo to endeavour to explain 
the nature of each, that you may 
clearly fee your way, and thereby be 
animated in your progrefs to difcharge 
thoie fervices which are required at 
at your hands. And hence, it is nfc- 
teffary for me to lay before you ibme 
obfervations upon the nature of the 
American Revolution, which, by 
every tie, divine and human, you 
are bound to fupport. I fhall, there- 
fore, endeavour to draw your.attention 
to this great fubjeft, neceflarily in- 
cluding the lines of your particular 
conduct 

It is but to glance an eye over the 
hiftoric page, to be aflured that the 
duration of empire is limited by the 
Almighty decree. Empires have their 
rife to a zenith — and their declenfion 
to a diflblution. The years of a man, 
nay, the hours of an infect, on the 
bank of the Hypanis, that lives but 
a day, epitomize the advance and de- 
cay of the ftrength and duration of 
dominion ! One common fate awaits 
all things upon earth — a thoufand 
caufes accelerate or delay their per- 
fection or ruin. To look a little into 
remote times, we fee, that from the 
moil contemptible origin upon re- 
cord, Rome became the moll powerful 



State the fun ever faw: the worlcl 
bowed before her imperial fafces !— 
yet, having run through all the vi- . 
ciflitudes of dominion, her courfe was 
fmifhed. Her empire was diiTolved, 
that the feparated members of it 
might arife to run through fimilar re- 
volutions. 

Great-Britain was a part of this 
mighty empire. But, being diflblved 
from it, in her turn me alfo extended 
her dominion:— arrived at, and pafled 
her zenith. Three and thirty year$ 
numbered the illuftrious days of the Ro- 
man greatnefs— Eight years meafure 
the duration of the Britifh grandeur 
in meridian luflre ! How few are the 
days of true glory ! The extent of the 
Roman period is from their complete 
conquefl of Italy, which gave them 
a place whereon to (land, that they 
might fhake the world, to the original 
caufe of their declenfion, their intro- 
duction of Afiatic luxury. The Bri- 
tifh period is from the year 1758, 
when they viflorioufly purfued their 
enemies into every quarter of the 
globe ; to the immediate caufe of 
their decline — their injuflice difplay*- 

ed by the Stamp Aft. In fhort, 

like the Roman Empire, Great- 
Britain, in her Conflitution of Go* 
vernment, contained a poifon to bring 
on her decay ; and in each cafe, this 
poifon was drawn into a ruinous ope- 
ration, by the riches and luxuries of 
the Eafl. Thus, by natural caufes 
and common effects, the American 
States are become diflblved from the 
Britifh dominion.— And is it to be 
wondered at, that Britain has expe- 
rienced the invariable fate of empire! 
We are not furprized when we Tec 
youth or age yield to the common lot 
of humanity. — Nay, to repine, that 
in our day, America is diflblved from 
the Britifh State, is impioufly to 
queflion the unerring wifdom of Pro- 
vidence. The Almighty fetteth up ; 
and he cafleth down : he breaks the 
fceptre, and transfers the dominion: 
he has made choice of the prefent ge « 

neraiion 
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iteration to fcrect the American Em- 
pire. Thankful as we are, and ought 
to be, for an appointment, of the 
kind, the moil illuftrious that ever 
was ; let each individual exert him- 
felf in this important, operation, di- 
reeled by Jehovah himfelf. From a 
fhort rfetrofpect, it is evident, the 
work was not the prefent defign of 
man. 

Never were a people more wrapped 
up in a King, than the Americans 
were in George the Third, in the 
year 1763: They revered and obeyed 
the Briti/h Government, becaufe it 
protected them — they fondly calle4 
Great-Britain— Home ! But, frorn 
that time, the Britifji Counfe's took 
a ruinous turn ; ceaiing to protect— 
they fought to ruin America^ The 
Stamp Aft, Declaratory Law, an4 
the duties upon tea and other articlesi ' 
at once proclaimed their injuilicej 
and announced to the Americans, that 
they had but little room for hope ; 
infinite fpace for fear. In vain 

THEY PETITIONED FOR ReDRESs! 

Authorized by the law of Nature, 
they exerted the inherent powers of 
fociety, and refifted the edicts which 
told them, that they had no property; 
and that againfl their confent, and 
by men over whom they had no con- 
troul, they were to be bound in all 
cafes whatfoever. Dreadful informa- 
tion !— Patience could not but refent 
them. However, regardlefs of fuch 
feelings, and reiblved to endeavour 
to fupport thofe all grafping claims, 
early in the year 1774, the Britifh 
tyranny made other edjeis— to over- 
turn American charters— to fufpend 
or deftroy, at the pleafure" of the 
, the value of private property 
— to block up the port of Boflon; in 
. tei-rorem, to other American ports — 
to give murder the fanction of law — 
to. eitablifti the Roman Catholic re- 
ligion, and to make the 

a defpot in Canada ; 
and as much fo as he then cho,fe tp be 
in Maflaehufetts-Bay. And General 



Gage was fent to Bofton with a cort- 
fiderable force, to ufher thefe edict* 
into action, and the Americans into 
flavery. 

. Their petition thus anfwered-— 
even with the fword of the 
at their breaft, the Americans thought 
only of new petitions. It is well 
known, there was not then even an 
idea tfiat the Independence of Ame- 
rica would be the work of this gene- 
ration : for people yet had a confi- 
dence in the integrity of the Britifh 
Monarch. At length fubfequent 
edicts being alfo pafled, to reftrain 
the Americans from enjoying the 
bounty of Providence on their own 
coafls ; and to cut off their trade with 
each other and with foreign States-.** 
the f<word yet reeking <whb 

American bloody and the ftill 

deaf to the prayers of the people 
for " peace; liberty > and fafety :'* 
it was even fo late as the latter end 
of the lafl year* before that con- 
fidence vifibly declined; and it 
was generally feen* that the quarrel 
was likely to force America into an 
immediate State of Independence* 
But; fuch an event was not expected, 
becaufe it was thought, the 
from motives of policy, if not from 
inclination, would heal our wounds, 
and thereby prevent the feparation ; 
and it was not wifhed for, becaufe 
men were unwilling to break off old 
connections, and change the ufual 
form of government. 

Such were the feritiments of* 
America, until the arrival of the 
Britifh Act of Parliament decfaring 
the Americans out of the Royal pro- 
tection, and denouncing a general 
war agaipft them. But, Counfels too 
refined, generally produce contrary 
and unexpected events. So the wjiole 
fyftem of Britifh policy refpecting 
America fince the year 1763, calcu- 
lated to furprize, deceive, or drive- 
the people into flavery — urged them 
into Independence ; and, this Act of 
Parliament* to particular, finally re- 
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leafed America from Great-Britain. 
Antecedent to this, the 
by hoftilities, had, as far as he 

perfonally could, abfolved America 
from the faith, allegiance, and fub- 
jection fhe owed ; becaufe the law 
of our land exprefsly declares, thefe 
are due only in return for protec- 
tion, allegiance being' founded on the 
benefit of protection. But God know* 
ingthat we are in peril by falfe bre 
thren, as well as by real enemies, 
out of his abundant mercy hascau/ed 
us to be releaied from fuojection, by 
yet a better title than the mere op- 
prefllons of a man in the office. 

This title is fmgular in its kind. It 
is the voluntary and joint act of the 
whole Britifh Legislature, on the 
twenty-firfl day of December, 1775, 
releafing the faith, allegiance and 
fubjedtion of America to the 

, by foltmnly declaring the for- 
mer out of the proieclion nfthe latter ; 
and thereby, agreeable to every prin- 
ciple of law, actually diffusing the 
original contract between and 

people. 

Hence, an American cannot, le- 
gally, ati the fuit of 

, be indicted of high 
treafon ; becaufe the indictment can- 
not charge him with an Act contra 
ligeantite fuee dehitum ; for not being 
protected by that the law holds 

that he does not owe any faith 

and allegiance. So, an flien ene- 
my, even invading the kingdom of 
England, and taken in arms, cannot 
be dealt with as a traitor, becaufe he 
violates no truft or allegiance. In 
fhort,' this doctrine laid down in the 
bell law authorities., is a criterion 
whereby we may fafely jtfdge, whe- 
ther or not a particular people are 
fubject to a particular government. 
And, thus upon the matter, that de- 
«ifivc Act of Parliament, ipfo failo, 
created the United Colonies, Free 
and Independent States* . 

Thefe particulars evidence againft 
the calumniator in the ftrongefl 



manner. Let him not with unpa* 
ralleled from a con- 

tinue to declare, that the Americans 
meant only toamufe, by vague ex- 
pressions of attachment, and the 
ftrongeft profeffions of loyalty, whilft 
they were preparing for a general re- 
volt, for the purpofe of eflablifhing an 
independent empire. On the firft of 
September, 1775* ^ cnarc ^ ? e!in and 
Arthur Lee, Elquires, delivered to' 
Lord Dartmouth, he being Secretary 
of State, a petition from the Con- 
grefs to the King, when Lord Dart- 
mouth told them, "No Answer 
would be given." The petition 
contained this remarkable pafTage, 
that the King would f * be pleafed to 
direel fome mode, by which the united 
applications of his faithful Cotonifts 
to the throne, inprefenct of their Com- 
mon Councils, Might be improved into 
a PERMANENT AND HAPPY RE- 
CONCILIATION; and that, in the 
mean time, meafures might be taken 
for preventing the further dejlrufiion 
of the lives of his Majefty y s Jubje&s. 19 
Yet, notwithstanding this, 
cm the 26th. of October following, 
from the , the charged: 

the Americans with aiming ar Inde- 
pendence ! The facts I have ftated, 
are known to the world ; they are yet 
more ftuhborn than the . But 

let other facts be alfo ftated againilT 

. There was a time, when the 

American army before Bofton had 
not a thoufand weight of gunpowder" 
— the forces were unable to advance 
into Canada, until they received a 
fmall fupply of powder from this 
country, and for which the* General 
Congrefs exprefsly fent— and when 
we took up arms a few months be-' 
fore, we begun with a flock of five 
hundred weight! — Thefe grand ma- 
gazines of ammunition, demonftrate 
to be fure, that America, or even 
Maflachufetts-Bay was preparing to 
enter the military road tor Indepen- 
dence J— On the contrary, if we con- 
iider the manner in which Great- 

Brtiain 
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Britain has conducted her irritating 
and hoftile meafures, we cannot but 
clearly fee, that God has darkened 
her Counfels ; and that with a ftretch- 
ed out arm, he himfelf has delivered 
us out of the houfe of bondage, and 
has led us on to, empire. 

In the year 1774, General Gage 
arrived at Bofton, to awe the people 
into a fubmiinon to the edicts againft 
America. The force he brought, 
was, by the oppreflbrs, thought not 
only fuffkient to compel obedience ; 
but that this would be effected even 
at the appearance of the fword. But, 
the Continent being roufed by the 
edicts, General Gage to his furprize 
found, that he had not ftrength fuf- 
fkient to carry them into execution. 
In this fituation things continued 
ieveral months, while on* the 
one hand, the General received 
reinforcements ; and on the other, 
the people acquired a contempt for 
the troops, and found time to form 
their militia into fome crder to op- 
pcfe the force they faw accumulating 
for their deftruction. Hence, in the 
fucceeding April, when the General 
commenced hoftilkies, he was de- 
feated. The victory produced the 
moft important effects. — The people 
were animated to befiege Bofton, 
where it foon appeared, thaf the Bri- 
tilh troops were too weak to make any 
impreffion upon them, thus acquir- 
ing military knowledge by the actual 
operations of war. — The United Co- 
lonies were roufed to arms. —They 
new-modelled their militia— raifed 
regular troops — fortified their har- 
bours—and crufhed the Tory parties 
among them.— -Succefs fired the A- 
mericans with a fpirit of enterprize. 

In the mean time, the palled 

fuch other edicts, as, adding to the . 
calendar of injuries, widened the 
civil breach ; and narrowed the band 
of the American Union, And, fuch 
iupplies were, from time to time, fent 
for the relief of Bolton, as not in any 
cje^ree fufficient %o enable Qeneral 



Gage to raife the fiege ,* aefwered no 
other ends, but to increafe the num- 
ber, heighten the fpirit, advance the 
difciplineof the American army ; and 
to caufe every Member of the Union 
to exert their ability to procure arms 
and ammunition from abroad. Thus 
trained on evidently by the Almighty, 
thefe troops, reproached by General 
Gage when they firft fat down before 
Boiton, that " with a prepofterous 
parade pf military arrangements, they 
affected to hold the army befieged ; 
in Jefs than eleven months compelled 
that Britifh army, although confider- 
ably reinforced, to abandon Bofton 
by Health, and to truft their fafety, 
not to their arms, but to the winds. 
The Britifh Miniltry have attempted 
to put a glofs upon this remove 
of their army : however, the cannon, 
ftores, and provifions they left in 
Bolton, are in our hands fubftantiaj 
marks of their flight. 

Thus there appears to have been 
a fatality in their Counfels, refpect- 
ing Bolton, the then grand feat of 
contention ; their forces being inade- 
quate to die enterprize on which they 
were fent : and under the fame in- 
fluence have their attacks been di- 
rected againft Virginia and North- 
Carolina, Savannah, and this capital. 
Such a fortes of events is ftriking ! 
It furely difplays an over-ruling Pro- 
vidence that has confounded the Bri- 
tifh Counfels, to the end that Ame- 
rica fhould not have been at firft 
fhackled, and thereby prevented from 
acquiring a knowledge of, and con- 
fidence in her ftrength, to be attained 
only by an experimental trial and 
fuccefsful exertion of it, previous to 
the Britifh Rulers doing acts driving 
her, either into Slavery or Indepen- 
dence. — The fame trace of an over- 
ruling Providence, is evident through- 
out the whole tranfadHon of the Eng- 
lljh Revolution of 1 683. Kingjames 
received early information of the. 
Prince of Orange's intention to in- 
vade England ; and Lewis the XIV. 
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offered the King a powerful affiftance : 
but his Counfels were confounded 
from on high : he paid little attention 
to the firft — he neglefted the laft\ 
The winds blew, and how oppor- 
tunely have they aided us ; the winds 
detained James's fleet at anchor ; while 
they, direSling the courfe of the 
Prince, enabled him without any lofs 
to land in England, at a time when 
jioperfon thought of a Revolution, 
which was defhned to take place, 
within but a few weeks. Unexpect- 
ed, wonderful, and rapid movements, 
characterize the Britifh and American 
Revolutions :— They do not appear 
to have been premeditated by man. 
And from fo clofe a fimilitude, in fo 
many points, between the two Revo- 
lutions, we have great reafon to hope, 
that the American, like the Britifh, 
will be liable again ft the 

As I faid before, in my laft charge, 
I drew a parrallel between the caufes 
which occafioned the Englifh Revo- 
lution, and thofe which occafioned 
our local Revolution in March laft ; 
and I examined the famous Refolu- 
,tion of the Lords and Commons of 
England, at Weftminfter, declaring 
the law upon James's conduct. The 
two firft points of it applied to our 
own cafe in the clofeft manner ; and' 
in, applying the third, treating of 
James's withdrawing, I pointed out, 
that the abdication of the regal go- 
vernment among us, was immediately 
effected, not only by the withdraw- 
ing of the Regal Subftitute, with the 
Ehfigns of Government ; but that 
had withdrawn him- 
felf, " by withdrawing the conftitu- 
tional benefits of the office, 

«nd his protection Out of this coun- 
try." Thus couching my thoughts 
upon the article of the withdrawing, 
in order that the parallel fhould be 
continued throughout as clofe as the 
fubjecT would admit, without at- 
tempting to extract the eflence from 
the fubftance of the refolution, to de- 
iaonftrate that fuch a parallel was not 



neceflary : a mode which, the fubject; - 
being new, might not then perhaps 
have been fb generally fatisfactory. 
But, as the American Revolution 
leads me again to mention that refo T 
lution, which in the ftrongeft manner 
juftifies it ; I make no fcruple now to 
fay, that the Refolution, though; ap 7 
pearing to point out feveral kinds of 
criminality,' yet has only one idea 
thus varioafly represented. 

** REsoLVED,That King James the 
Second having endeavoured to fub*vert 
the Conftitution of the kingdom, by- 
breaking the original contract between 
King and people; and by the advice 
of Jefuits, and other wicked perfons, 
banting 'violated the fundamental 
laws ; and having' withdrawn him- 
/elf out of the kingdom, has abdi- 
cated the government, and that the; 
throne is thereby vacant." ' 

But, before I make any further 
obfervation upon this Refolution; al- 
low me to'fhew yoa the fenfe of Scot- 
land in the laft, and of America in 
the prefent certtury,] touching an abn 
dication of government; and you 
,will find, that the voice of Nature 
' isthefamein either extremity of the 
globe, and in different ages. 

The eftates of Scotland Having enu- 
merated King James's mal-admini- 
ftration, and in which there was no 
article of withdrawing, they declared, 
•that " thereby he had forefaulted 
the Rights of the Crown, and the 
Throne was become vacant." — And 
the Repreferita'tives of the United 
States of America, ftatin£ their griev- 
ances under , de- 
creed, that " he has abdicated Go- 
vernment here, by declaring/ us out 
of his protection, /and waging war 
againfl us."— And, that "a , 
whofe character is thus marked by. 
every act which may define a , ' 
; is unfit to be the of a free peo- 
ple." " *" 

Thus, in each cafe it is apparent, 

the abdication or forefaulting took: 

place* from but one and the fame' 

— ■ •• t; ' J ■--■■■ taufe 
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raufe— the failure of fretfiBitn; — 
And this is the fingle idea, that 1 ap- 
prehend is in the Eefplution of Weit- 
minfter. Search to understand, what 
is a breach of the original contract — 
what a violation of the fundamental 
laws— wherein confifted the, crimina- 
lity of James's withdrawing ? Your 
enquiry mull terminate thus— a 
failure ofprote&ion.— Independent of 
the nature of, the fubject, the hiftory 
of that time, warrants this conftruc- 
tion upon the withdrawing in parti- 
cular. For upon James's firft flying 
from Whitehall, quitting the admi- 
niniftrattpn without providing a power 
to protect the people, he was consi- 
dered by the Prince of Orange, and 
the heads of the Englim nation, as ; 
having then abfolutely abdicated the 
government, and terminated , his , 
reign ; and they treated him accord- 
ingly upon his fudden return to White- 
hall ; from whence he was immediate- 
ly ejected. In fhort, a failure of ; 
protection being once eftabliihed, it 
neceflarily includes, and implies a 
charge of. a breach of original con^ 
tract— a violation of fundamental 
laws— and a withdrawing of the ; 
King : I do not mean the individual 
perfon, but the officer fo called. For, 
the officer being . conftituted to dif- 
penfe, protection, and there being a 
failure, of .it ? it is evident frima facie, . 
that the officer is withdrawn; and in, 
reality, becaufe the law will not ad- 
mit, that the officer can be prefent and 
not difpenfe proteclion, as the law 
afcribe$ to the King in his politicals 
capacity' abfolute perfection; and, 
therefore it will intend a withdrawing » hiftorX; 
ancl. abdication, in exclufion of any world, is 
idea of his being prefent and doing, 
wrong/ Protection was thegreat end 
for which mankind formed focieties. , 
On this hang all the duties of a 
King. It, is the one thing needful, 
■pi royalty. 

Upon the whole, what is Civil 
Liberty, or, by what conduct it may , 
he .opjirefled \ by what . means *he 



oppreflion ought f to he remcrygd, or 
an ajbdipaiion or foEefauking of the 
government may be induced; caaaot 
preciiely be afcer coined, and lid 
down as rules to the world. Huma- 
nity is interdted, in thefe fubjects. 
Nature alpne will j udge ; and fee 
will decide upon the occaiion, without 
regard to precedent. In, America^ 
Nature has borne Britilh oppreffion, 
fo long ask was* tolerable ; but, there*. 
is a load of injury, which cannot be 
endured. Nature felt it. And, the 1 , 
people of America, acting upon na- 
tural principles, by the mouths of 
their representatives in Congre& a£-- 
fembled, * at Philadelphia, on the* 
fourth day of July laitj awfully de*< 
cjared— and revere the fentence !— 
" That thefe United Colonies are, 
and of right ought to. be, Free and- 
Independent States; that they are. ab-- 
folved from all allegiance to the 

; and that all political* 
connection, between them and the? 
State, of Great-Britain, is,, and ought 
to be totally diflblved." 

A Decree is now gone forth, 
not to be recalled! And, thus has 
fuddenly arifen in • the, world, a newy 
empire, ftiled, The Lfoited States of . 
America. An empire, that as f con 
as, itarted into exifoence, attracts the < 
attention of the relief the univerfe; 
and bids fair, by the bleffingof God,, 
to be the molt glorious of any upon - 
record. America hails Europe, Afifc* 
and Africa!— She proftxrs peace and 
plenty I 

This Revolution, forming one of 
of- the moft important epochal ia the ■ 
not of a nation, but, of the * 
as. it werej an eminence 
from which we may obferve the things* 
around us. And, I am -naturally led 
to explain the val ue of that grani ob* 
ject now in our poiTeffioa and view— - 
to ftate the American ability by arms 1 
to maintain the acquisition^— and ta* 
fhew the . conduct, by which, a > pa- > 
triotic Grand Jury raayaid the eftab- 
Ufement^ofoiy* infaat impure* 

To 
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To make *nen fenfible of the value 
of the object now in our pofTeflion, 
,we need no ingenuity of thought, or 
jdifplay of eloquence. To him who 
doubts of the meridian fun, it is fuf- 
£cient to point to it. So in the pre- 
sent cafe, as well to demonftrate the 
value of the object, as the juflice of 
our claim to it, we need only hold it 
iup to view. It is, to maintain 
amohq the Powers of the 
£ar.th, the separate and 
equal Station to whic« the 
Laws of Nature and of Na- 
ture's God entitle ys» A few 
months ago, we fought only to pre- 
ferve to the labourer the fruits of his 
toil, free from the all r coyering grafp 
of the Britifh , alieni appettns, 

Jut profufus ; and to defend a people 
from being like brute beafls bound in 
all cafes whatfoever. Eut, thefe two 
laft ingredients to make life agree- 
able, are now melted into, insepa- 
rably blended with, and wholly in- 
cluded in the iirft, which is now be- 
come the Object, for which Ame- 
rica, ex nece£itaie y wars againft Bri- 
tain—And I fhall now point out to 
you the Continental ability, l>y arms 
to maintain this invaluable ftation. 

When in modern times, Philip of 
Spain became the tyrant of the Low 
Countries in Europe; of feventeen 
provinces which compofed thofe ter- 
ritories, feven only effectually confe- 
derated to preferve their liberties, or 
to pcrifh in the attempt. They faw 
Philip, the moft powerful Prince in 
tile Old World, and mafter of Mexico 

and Peru in the New Nations, in- 

ceflantly pouring into his territories, 
floods of gold and filver.- They faw 
.feim poflefied of the bell troops, and 
the moft formidable navy in the uni- 
verfe ; and aiming at no lefs than 

Univerfal monarchy! But, thefe 

feven provinces, making but a fpeck 
npon the globe, faw themfelves with- 
out armies, fleets,. or funds of mo- 
ney-: yet feeing themfelves on the 
point of being, by a tyrant, bound 



in all cafes whatfoever, nobly relying 
upon Providence and the juflice of their 
caufe, they refolved to oppofe the ty- 
rant's whole force, and atleaft deferve 
to be free. They fought, they bled ; 
and were often brought to the door 
of deflruttion. They redoubled 
their Efforts irr Proportion 
to their Danger. And, the in- 
habitants of that fpeck of earth, com- 
pelled the mailer of dominions fo exr 
tenfive, that it was boafted the fun 
was never abfent, to treat with them 
as a free and independent people ! 

For a moment, and with the aid 
of a fearful imagination, let us fup- 
pofe, that the American States are 
now as defencelefs as the Hollanders 
then were ; and that the 

is now as powerful as 
Philip then was. Yet even fuch a. 
ftate of things, could not be a plea 
for any degree of fubmiifion on our 
part. Did not the Hollanders op- 
pofe their weaknefs to the ftrength 
of Spain ? Are not the Americans en- 
gaged in as good a caufe as the Hol- 
landers fought in? Are the Ameri- 
cans lefs in love with liberty than the 
Hollanders were? Shall we not in 
this, a fimilar caufe, dare thofe perils 
that they fuccefsfully combated ? 
Shall we not defer<ve freedom !— Our 
paft actions prefage our future at- 
chievements j and animate us in our 
military efforts for " peace, liberty 

and fafety." But, fee the real 

powers of Great-Britain. 

Staggering beneath the load of an 
enormous debt, the very annual in- 
tereft of which, in the year 1775, 
amounted to upwards of four millions 
eight hundred and eighty thoufand 
pounds Herling; Great-Britain fcarce- 
ly fupports the weight, which is yet 
rapidly increafmg. During the pre- 
fers year, fhe profecutes the war at a 
charge of more than nineteen millions 
fterling, incurred by aftual expences, 
and by lofs of revenue in confequenc* 
of the war. Her trade, hcronlyre- 
fotfKe for money, isnow in a manner 
deftroyed * 
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destroyed ; for her principal trade, 
which was to this Continent, is now 
at an end ; and fhe fuftains heavy, 
very heavy lofles by the American 
captures of her Weft-India {hips. 
Her manufactures are almoft at their 
lafl morfel. Her public creditls cer- 
tain to fail . even by a fhort continu- 
ance of the war. Her fleets are not 
half manned* And fhe is fo destitute 
of an army, that fhe is reduced to 
fupplicate even the petty German 
Princes for affiflance; and thinks it 
worth her while to make a feparate 

treaty to procure only 668 men ! 

a lafl effort to^ form an .. army in Ame- 
rica* But, after all this humiliating 
exertion, fhe has, even upon J>aper 9 
raifed a German army of only 1 6,868 
men, who, with about 14,000 na- 
tional troeps, and a few Hanove- 
rian regiments, compofe the whole 
military force that fhe can collect for 
the American fervice. Nay, fo ar- 
duous a talk was even this, that her 
grand army of about 26,000 men, 
could not open the prefent campaign 
before the end of Augufl lafl. Add 
to thefe particulars, the troops are 
unaccuftomed to the fudden vicifli- 
tudes of the American climate, and 
the extremes of cold, heat, and rain. 
Tjiey cannot proceed without camp 
equipage, becaufe they are ufed to 
fuch luxuries. The very fcene of 
their operations is a matter of difcou- 
ragement to . them, becaufe they 
know not the country ; and for their 
fupplies of men, itores, and the 
greatefl part of their provifions, they 
rhuft look to Great-Britain— and there 
is a vaft abyfs between, Hence, their 
- fupplies mufl be precarious at befl ; 
and railing, they may be involved 
in ruin. A check may affect them 
as a defeat — a defeat in battle may 
annihilate their very army. Such 
feems to be the fituation of Great- 
Britain* while only the American war 
is on her hands. But, do we'not fee 
France and Spain, her inveterate 
enemies, now watching for the critical 



moment wlten they mail fwallow op 
her Weft-India Iflands! When this 
crifis appears, which from the now 
quick arrivals of French vefTels in 
America; and from the forces al- 
ready collected, and others now daily 
poured into the iflands by thoie 
powers, cannot be far diftant, what 
will be the fituation of Great-Britain ! 

On the other hand, America is 
poflefTed of refources for the war, 
which appear as foon as enquired af- 
ter ; are found only by being foughs 
for ; and are but fcarce imagined 
even when found. Strong in her 
union, on each coafl and frontier, fhe 
meets the invaders, whether Britifh or 
Indian favages, repelling their allied 
attacks. The Americans now live 
without luxury. They are habituated 
to defpife their yearly profits by agri- 
culture and trade. They engage 
in the War prom Principle, 
They follow their leaders to battle 
with perfonal affection. Natives of 
the climate, they bear the viciffitudes 
and extremities of the weather— hardy 
and robufl, they need no camp equi- 
page, and they march with celerity. 
The common people have acute un- 
derftandings ; and there are thofe in 
the higher itations, who are acquaint- 
ed with the arts and fciences; and* 
have a comprehenfive view of 1 things* 
equally with thofe who act againft 
them. In fhort, the American ar- 
mies meet the war where they may 
be conftantly recruited and fubfifled j 
comforted by the aid of their neigh- 
bours, and- by reflections upon die 
juftice of their caufe ; and animated 
by feeing, that they are arrayed in 
the defence of all that is, or can be*' 
dear to them. 

From fuch a people every thing is 
to be hoped for, nothing iff to be 
doubted of. Such a people, though 
young in the practice of war, ever 
were fuperior to veteran troops. To 
jjrove this, fhall I direct your atten- 
tion to Europe, Afia, and Africa, in 
their hiiiories to point out to you . 
numberlefi 
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•wmfrerlefi inffances of this fort? 
No, Gentlemen, America now at- 
tracts the eyes of the world : me de- 
serves our whole attention— let us not 
fearch abroad and in remote or mo- 
dern times, for inftances of fuch a 
kind as we can find at home and in 
our own day. Need I mention, that 
foch a. people, young in the art of 
war, beat veteran troops at Lexing- 
ton ; flaughtered them at Bunker's. 
hill ; and drove them out of Bofton ! 
•r remind you of Sullivan's Ifland, 
where, i* an unfinifhed wooden fort, 
on a flat coaft, fuoh men, during 1 1 
hours, and at the diilartce of 500 
yards, flood the whole and uninter- 
ir^t^gH- fire of a Britifh fquadron df 2 
mips of the line, 5 frigates and a 
bomb ; and with 1 5 pieces of carmon, 
caufed the enemy to burn one of their 
Hrgeft frigates, and - to fly with the' 
reft of; the fquadroh in a mattered 
condition, from before ottr capita*! 

Such acontrafted flate of the powers 
of America and of Britain, is, I ap- 
prehend, a juft reprefentation of their 
abilities with regard to the prefent 
war ; and if America behaves worthy 
©f herfclf, I fee no caufe to fear the 
«nemy. However, in fuch a con- 
flict, we osght to expect difficulties y 
dangers and defeats " What, mall' 
we receive good at the hand of God, 
and fhallwe not receive evil?" Job's 
perfeverance in hb duty under every 
calamity, at length railed him to the 
height of human felicity; and, if we- 
are firm, even our defeats will operate 
to our benefit; Let us remember, 
that it was to the danger in which the 
Roman' State was reared, that me 
owed her flluftrious men and imperial 
fortune. The Roman - dignity was- 
never fo majeftk; her glory never fo 
refplendent ; her fortitude and exer- 
tions never fo confpicuous and ner- 
vous^ as when Hannibal, in the fuc- 
cefSve battles of Trabia, Thrafyme- 
rws, and- Cannae, having almoft ex- 
tirpated their whole military force, 
the *vsrj State was* en $ki brink of* 



diffelution. The Romans tlefer<ve£-~ 
and they acquired victory ! 

And how, Gentlemen of the Grand 
Jury, having in this manner con- 
fidered the nature of the American 
Revolution upon drcumftances of fact* 
and principles of law, I am to mark ' 
the conduct which you ought to pur- 
fue, and which will enable you to 
aid the eftablimment of our infant 
empire. But, that I may naturally 
introduce this fubject:, I mail firft 
ftate and explain to yotf, the princi- 
pal articles of the enquiry which you 
are fworn to make on the part of the 
State, and for the body of this dif- 
tricl; and thefe articles I mall* ar- 
range under two heads. The one re- 
lating to crimes and mifdemeanours 
immediately injurious to individuals 
— the otftier relating to fuch as are in- 
jurious to the State. 

Thofe criminal injuries that affecT: 
individuals, refpect either their per- 
form, habitations, or property. Of 
thefe* injuries, the mod important are 
fuch as afF££t the perfoh ; and of 1 
foch, the act depriving the perfon of 
life is the mbft enormous. 

In the contemplation of law^ ever/ 
taking of life is a homicide; and ac- 
cording to the particular circum- 
ftances of each cafef, this homicide is 
purely voluntary, includingthe cafes 
of felony, as felf-mufder, murder 
refpecling another, and manslaughter ; 
or, the homicide is purely involuntary, 
as per infortunium, mifadvenfure : or, 
of a mixed kind, ex necejfitate\ zsfi 
defendsndo inducing a forfeiture ; or 
being untfer the requifition or per- 
miffion of law and not inducing any : 
and thus, homicide' is either justi- 
fiable, excufabie or felonious. 

It is juftifiable in all cafes ex nc* 
cejfitate ; as when the life is taken by 
the legal' execution of a criminal ; of ' 
for the advancement of jultice ; or 
for the prevention' of foine atrocious' 
crime. 

It isexcufatble in cafes per inforts^' 
ninmy mifadventure^ ai when life is ' 

taken 
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taken hf the dokij^a lawful aftwitfi- lice prepenfe is h$ld tp be exprefs In 
6ut any evil intention : fo in cafes fe. fa#, when there is evidence of a'lay- 
etefendendo, aS a ntari being attacked ing in wai^ or of menacings ahtece, 



without any provocation on hispart^ 
and having bona fide retreated .as far 
as he fafely could, when for felftpre- 
fervation he kills the aggreflbr. Arid 
although this lafl arifes exnecejjita\e % 



dent, grudges, or deliberate com-, 
paffihgs to do fome todily harm* 
Even upon a fudden provocation, the 
one beating or treating auother in ah, 
exceflive and , cruel manner, fo that 



and it would therefore feem t6 be r^j- he dies,' though he did not'intend his 
iher jullifiable than excUfeablei yet death, the flayer displays an exprefs 



the law intitles it necejjitas culpability 
and thereby di&nguifhes it, from th£ 
other. For, the law fo highly re- 
fpefts the life of a man, that it al- 
ways intends fome mi/behaviour in 
the perfon who takes it away without 
an exprefs legal command or per- 
miffio'n. 

But>" homicide is felbnifcus in all 
cafes pf manflaughter, murder, arid 
felf-murder* In v cafes of . ihari- 
Jlaughter, as killing another without 
any degree of malice $ and this kill- 
ing may be either voluntary, by k 
fudden aft of revenge on a fudden 
provocation and heat ; or it may be, 
yet not firiftly fo % involuntary* being 
in the corhmifTiori of fome unlawful 



evil defign^ the genuine? fenfe of ma- 
lice. . /This is evidence of a! bad 
heart/ and the ail is equivalent to a 
deliberate a£l of flaughcer. So any 
wilful aftion, likely in its nature ta 
kill, .without Its being aimed, at any 
perfon in .particular: for this- mew* 
an enmity to all mankind. So* if 
two or incut come to do any felony, 
or any unlawful aft, the probable 
confequenceofwhkh>p^/be blood- 
shed, and one of them kills a man* 
it is murder in them all, becaufe of 
the unlawful aft, the malitia pra- 
cogitatd,. or evil intended. But> ma- 
lice prepenfe is held to be implied, in 
law* when one kills an officer of juf- 
tice in the execution of 'his office, or 



aft under the degree of felony ; for any perfon affifti'n£ him, thriujjh not 
this killing being the confequence of ' fpecially called. ' Or when without 
the unlawful dc*t voluntarily entered uifficient provocation, /arid no af- 
front by words or gefhires only, is 
a fufficieht provocation, a* man fudr 
derily kills' another; Or, whea upon 
a chiding between hufbarid and wife, 
the hufband flrikes the wife with a 
peJtle, or other dangerous Weapon, 
and fhe prefently dies*:' Th&fe and 
fimilar inftarices are evidences of a 
malice prepenfe on the, part of the 
flayer, and he £ha}l be held ,guilty of 
murder.— In' cafes of felf-murder, 
there mull' be a voluntary and deli- 
berate putting an end to one's exig- 
ence ; or doing fome Unlawful mali- 
cious aft, the confequence of which 
is his own death. In a word, all 
homicide is prefumed to be malicious, 
until the contrary is made to appear 
in evidence. 

There is a regular gradation of 

importance in the component parts of 

V u ' the 



upon, the law, becaufe of the pre- 
vious intent % will transfer this* frora 
the original to the confequential ob fc 

jeft; m ■ .. 

In cafes of murder, as killing an* 
Other perfon ex malitia prtecogitatd ; 
and here it is neceflary that I particu- 
larly explain what the law corifiders 
'as malice prepenfe. — Malice prepenfe 
then,; is an inclination of the mind, 
,hot fp properly bearing ill-will tb the 
perfon killed, the commonly received 
notion, as containing any evil defign 9 
,the diftate of a wicked and malig- 
nant heart. The difcovery of this 
fecret inclination of the mind muft 
arife, becaufe it cannot any otherwifc, 
only from the external effects of it; 
and by fuch evidence, ■ the malignity 
of the mind is held either exprefs in 
fcft, or implied in law. Thus, ma- 
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the unforfal fyftrm ; and therefore, 
there mtift be afcale marking the de- 
grees of irjjury. We hat* examined 
the higheft injury that can be com- 
mitted^ perpetrated upon the perfon 
of an individual" — let us now turn 
our attention to foch injuries againft 
the perfon, as art of an inferior na- 
ture. 

Of thefe, the rlrft in degree U may- 
ham, which h the cutting out, with 
malice prepenfe, or disabling the 
tongue, putting out an eye, flitting 
thenofe, cutting off a now or lb, or 
depriving another of the ufe ofiueh 
of his members as may render him 
ihe Lefs able to defend himfelf, or an- 
noy his adversary. The next is rape. 
Then the infamous crime againit^ia- 
ture. Thefe are felonies. But, there 
are yet other injuries againft the per- 
fon, which being of a lefs flagrant 
degree, are, by the tendemefs of the 
law, 4efcribed under the gentler term 
of mifdemeanors. Such are aiTaults, 
batteries, wounding, falfe imprifon- 
fneht, and kidnapping. Here, in a 
Jnanner, terminates the fcale of inju- 
ries againft the perfon : we will now 
ftate fuch as may be perpetrated 
agalrtli' his maniion, or haoitation. 

By the univerfal confent of all ages, 
the dwelling-hcufe of man was, and 
Ts.endowed with peculiar immunities 
and valuable privileges. Among the 
ancients, if even an enemy reached 
the fire-place of the ho ufe, he was 
fure of protection. Thus we find Q>- 
Tiolanns at the fire-place of Tullus 
Anfidius, chief of the volfcian nation, 
difcovering himfelf to Aufidins, his 
public and private enemy, and fup- 
plicating and receiving his protection 
Againft Rome, from whence he was 
tanifhed. And, on this fuhject of a 
dwelling, Cicero, the great Roman 
lawyer, orator, and ftatefaian, thus 

i>atherica!ly expreffes himfelf " What 
s more inviolable, what better de- 
fended by religion, than the houfe of 
■£ citizen ? Here are his altars, here 
His fire-hearths are contained— this 



place of refuge ?s to facred to all men, 
that to be dragged from thence is un* 
lawful." In like manner we find, 
that at Athens the habitation was par- 
ticularly protected by the law : bur- 
glary was there punifhed with death, 
although (heft was not. And our 
law ham to fj>etial a regard to a mari's 
dwelUng-houfe, that it terms it his 
caftle, and will not fuffer it' to b« 
violated with impunity. The law 
ranges the injuries againft it under 
two heads — Arfon, and hamefecken 
or houfebreaking : and, this laft it 
divides into legal or proper burgu- 
lary, which is nocturnal houfebreak- 
ing, and houfebreaking by day. 

Arfon is an injury that teiids by 
fire to annihilate the habitation of 
another perfon ; or other houfe* that, 
J>eing within the curtilage or home- 
tlall, may be reafonaMy efteemed a 
parcel of it, though not contiguous* 
So a barn in the field with hay or 
corn in it. Bat, this injury by fire, 
muft be done with a malicious intent i 
otherwife it is only trefpafs. 

Burglary, is a breaking and en- 
tering in the night time, the man- 
fion-houfe of another, with intent to 
commit Tome felony therein, whether 
the felonious intent be executed or 
not : and all fuch houfes are the ob- 
jects of burglary, and of houfe- 
breaking, as are defcribed in the cafe 
of Arfon ' 

But, to violate this place of pro- 
tection in the day, by robbing there- 
in, and putting any dweller in fear, 
although there be no actual breach of 
the houfe : or by breaking and rob- 
bing in the houfe, a dweller being* 
therein and not put in fear : or by 
robbing and breaking the houfe ac- 
tually taking fomething, none beingv 
In the houfe : or by felonioufly taking 
away fomething to the value of 35s. 
currency, or upwards, no perfon be- 
ing in the houfe : or by breaking the 
houfe with intent to commit a felony^ 
any perfon being in the houfe and put 
in fear, though nothing be actually 

take*: 
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taken : any fuck violation 
houfebreaking— a crime not of fo atro- 
cious a nature as burglary. For, in 
the contemplation of our law, as well 
as of all others, violences perpetrated 
in the night, are of a more malignant 
tendency than nmilar ones by day : 
becaufe,. attacks in the night occalion 
a greater degree of terror ; and be- 
caufe; they are in a^feafon by Nature 
appropriated to the neceflary reft and 
refremment of the human body, 
which is then, by. deep, diiarmed of 
all attention to its defence. 

With refpeit to injuries againft a 
/nan's perfonal property, they are to 
be considered under three heads*-** 
.Larceny, malicious MifLhief, For- 
gery* And Larceny, the £rft of thefe, 
is either ample or mixt. 

Simple larceny^ or common theft, 
is a felonious and fraudulent taking 
aivd carryiogiaway, the mere perfonal 
^oodsptf another— here* no violence 
or fear is implied. If goods fo taken 
are abeve the value of five* fallings 
currency, the offence is termed grand 
larepny; but if tfcey axe not exceed* 
ing that value, the aft Mf#it larceny* 
.—Milt larceny, has in it all die in- 
gredients; of fimple lasceny ; but ix 
i**g#avated by a taking from the 
koufe-or.perfon; and this taking, is 
ypt agg^ivajedif it is under the im- 
p*e3km of 'violence or fear. Such a 
takkg hi; the houfe with** without 



is called wide field of a&ion. This horriblt 
fpirit displays itfelf by burning or de- 
ftroying the property of another, as a 
Hack of rice, corn or other grain $ 
or any tar~kiln, barrels of pitch, Wr*. 
pendne, rofin, or other growth, pro^ 
duel, or manufacture of this $tate ; 
or killing or defttfoying any horfes* 
iheep, or other cattle. 

At length, the crime of forgery 
concludes the calendar of public oft 
fences againft the propertv of an in- 
dividual: I need only define the 
crime : it is a fraudulent making of 
alteration of a writing to the prejudice 
of another per fon. 

Having lii this manner marked out 
to you, the diltinguiihing features . of 
the principal crimes and injuries 
againiTthe pexfon, habitation and 
property of an individual, I nenfr 
denre your attention, aivd J mall not 
long detain it, while I delineate thoik 
againft the State ; objects whicfe ought 
moft carefully to be obferved' where"* 
ever they appear. I have purppfely 
thus reierved this fubjecV as well, 
becaufe it is of the inoft' important 
nature, and virtually includes thfe 
other } as that by being the laft de- 
scribed, you may be the mere likely to 
retain the imj>reflion of it. Every 
outr*« and violence againft the pel* 
lbn 9 halation or property of an iri- 
dmdmal, is a crime, a mjlHeipeshof^ 
or a contempt, ,and therefore an in- 



-wofen^Mw fear, may or may not jurvagamft ifce Statf, bound by pfi- 
fall within the crimes of burglary or gift* compaa toprotea the individual 
houfebreaking* ^cording to the or- » to rights, for, no man conceiv : 



ng* act 
eumftaaces* And, fucha w taking from 
^-perfeny without, or with violence 
©rfear, will b^ pnt t fimple larceny in 
the firft cafe ; i* the other, it is a 
yTdbbtryj and the- value is of no con- 
/ iideraaon* 

> Malicious mifchief, is a fpecies of 
injufcy;|hat bears a near relation to 
the crinje of arfen. A dwelling is 
tiwobjecVof arfonj but, other pro- 
perty is fhe fubje& for malicious mif- 
c hief to operate upon ; and indeed 
(felt <fpjrit pf vytf&WO cruelty has a 



ingbimfelf injured, has any authoring 
or fhadow of it, to redfeis himfelrs 
becaufe the State has eftabliihed 
courts which arc vinjicet injuria^ 
rum. Hence, every criminal injury 
againft the individual, muft ultimate- 
ly nveund the State ; and be included 
in the offences' againft' the body poll, 
tic, which mujj fee more important 
in thejr.nature than thofe relating to 
the individual, becaufe they^ are the 
more exteniive, an4 of a higher de- 
gree of criminality, U behoves you, 
Uujb thartforev 
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ffherefore, to watch for the public fafe- 
£y ; for this is to be attentive to your 
private fecurity. 

It is not by any means necefTafy that 
that I trace thefe crimes, as they are 
branched by the law. The prefent 
public fervice requires your imme- 
diate particular attention to offences 
.done againft only four at"ts of Affem- 
tly — the patrol and Negro laws — r 
the I£w againft counterfeiting the cerr 
tificates iflued by the late Houfes of 
Affernbly, or the currency iflued by 
the Congrefs of the Continent, of this 
country, — and, the law to prevent 
^edition, and to puniih infurgents and 
jdifturbers of the public peace. 

The two firftjaws are calculated tp 
Jceep our domeflics in a proper beha- 
viour. The two laft Were exprefsly 
formed, as two pillars to fupport our 
jpew Conftitution ; and, therefore* 
thefe laft are your mod important 
pbjefts.— I (hall fully'explain them. ' t 

The Aft againft counterfeiting ex- 
tends to all perfbns who counterfeit, 
Vaze or alter, or utter, or offer in 
payment, knowing the fame to b'p 
counterfeited, razed pr altered, any 
certificate or bill of credit under the 
authority of the' late Common Hottfe 
of Affembly, or the Congress of 
this country, or of the Continent. 

The law to prevent fedition, guards 
againft thofe actions as," in fuch a 
crifis as this, might' reafonabl^ be 
.expefted to operate againft our pre- 
sent honourable and happy eftabufh- 
ment. And the variety and impor- 
tance of thofe actions, make it necef- 
■fary for me to particularize them to 
you. 

This falutary acl touches. all per- 
form taking up arms againft the au- 
thority pf die prefent Government ; 
or who, by violence, words, deeds 
or writing, caufe, or attempt to caufe, 
^nduce, pr perfuade any other perfon 
to do fo. In like manner, all perfons 
who give intelligence to, or hold cor- 
refpondence with, or aid or abet any 
Jand or naval force fent by Great r 



Britain, or any other force or body ©f 
men within this State, with hoftil* 
intent againft if. So thofe who com- 
pel, induce, perfuade or attempt- te 
do fo, any white perfon, Indian, free 
Negro, oJr Have, to join any fore* 
under authority derived fjom Great* 
Br;tain. And fo, all perfons wh<* 
colleft oraffemble with any others, 
or procure tl^em to be aiTembled with 
intent,, in. a riotous and feditious man-* 
ner, to diftorb the public peace and 
tranquility; and by words, ©r other* 
v/ife, create and raife traiterous fedi* 
ticms or difcontents, in the minds of 
the people againft the public autho- 
rity. 

Thus "having ftated to you fuch 
criminal injuries againft an indivi- 
dual, or the State, as may be moft 
Kkely to come within- your notice : 
it is a natural 'confequence, -that! 
defcribe the perfon by law held ca- 
pable of committing fuch injuries. 

In the firft place, the party muft 
be of ibund memory at the time of 
tonixfakting the offence ; and it is the 
leading principle in every cafe. If 
the party is under fovea years of age, 
no evidence can poflibly be admitted 
to criminate ; becaufe the law holds, 
that' the party cannot difcern between 
good* ana evil. But if the acenfed 13 
above* feven and under fourteen, hie 
is liable to be criminated, if at the 
time of- his pommitting the injury, 
his underftariding was to ripe- as to 
t>ccafion him to fhew a conldoufiiefi 
of guilt,, the rule being, malitiafup- 
•plet tetatcm. And if die party k df 
the age of fourteen; which is the age 
of discretion; the law prima facie 
confiders him capable of committing 
offences, as a j>erfon of full agt. 
Alfo, a lunatic for crimes perpetrated 
in a lucid interval. Alfo, a man 
for crimes done in a ftate of drun- 
kennefs vol«ntarily contracted j and 
fo far is this' artificial infanity from 
excuiing, that it tends to aggravate 
the offence. '"<'-• -.'... 

All thofe particulars relating to the 
perfon f 
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perfon, habitation and property fcf 
an individual ; thofe respecting the 
fitfety, peace and tranquility of the 
State ; and thefe defcribihg the per- 
petrator of criminal injuries, are fo 
many-proper heads for your diligent 
enquiry : and fuch offenders and of- 
fences being within your knowledge, 
you muftmake due prefentaient of 
them. You are to hear evidence 
only on the part of an information to 
you of an offence ; for an indictment 
oy you is only in the nature of a fo- 
lemn and public accufation, which is 
afterwards to be tried and determined 
by others : you are only to examine, 
-whether there be fufficient caufe to 
call upon the party to anfwer. 
'Twelve of you at leaft- mull agree in 
opinion, that the accufed ought to un- 
dergo a public trial— fo twelve other 
•jurors are to declare him innocent or 
guilty. Happy inftitution, whereby 
no man can be declared a criminal, 
jbut by the concurring voices of at 
leaft four and twenty men, collected 
♦in the vicinage by blind chance, ujpon 
their oaths to do juftice, and againft 
whom even the party him&lf has no 



^exception 



Thus, Gentlemen of the Grand 

jury, with the beft intentions for the 

"public fervice, however executed; 

" having declared to you, that you are 

not bound under, bit /reed from the 

.dominion of the ; I 

thought myfelf neceflarily obliged, 

-and I have endeavoured to demon- 
ftrate to you, that the rife and fall of 

^empires are natural events— that the 

<lndependence of America was not, 
at the commencement of the Jate civil 

.war, or even at the conclufion of the 
laft year, the aim of the Americans— 

'thai their fubjection to the 

being releafed by the action 

-of Britijb oppreffion, the ftrokeofM* 
Britijh Jhvordi and the tenor of a 
Britijh A3 of Parliament ; their na~ 

Jural rift to empire was conduced by 
the hapd of God ! —that the fame 
ibxmghaad, by proceedings equally 



unexpected, wonderful and rapid, a$ 
in our caje, conducted the Englira 
Revolution of i688-«that the Revo- 
lutions in England and Scotland at 
that period, and in America now giv- 
ing a new epocha to the hiftory ofthe 
world, were founded in the fame im- 
mediate caufe, a failure of protection 
— that thofe Revolutions concurred, 
in one grand evidence of fhe feelings 
of Nature on fuch a fubject — that 
every fpecies of mal-adminiftration in 
is to be traced to a failure of 
projection, which is the only inftru- 
ment working his abdication — that 
the object for which we contend, is 
juft in its nature, and of ineftimablt 
Value — that the American Revolu- 
tion may be fupported with the faireft 
profpect of fuccefs by arms — and 
that it may be powerfully aided by a 
Grand Jury. ' 

Gentlemen ! I do moft cordially 
congratulate you, placed .as you arc 
in a ftation, honourable to yourfelves,^ 
and beneficial to your country. Guar- 
. dians of the innocent, you are ap- 
pointed to fend the robber, the miu> 
derer, the incendiary and the traitor 
to trial. Your diligence in enquiring 
for fuch offenders, is the fource of 
your honour, and a means of your 
country's fafety; and although no 
fuch offenders be found, your lau- 
dable fearch will yet tend to curb a 
propenfity to robbery, murder, fe- 
dition and treafon. See, Gentlemen, 
what great advantages may refult 
from your vigilant and patriotic con- 
duct ! Your ears ought to be Jbut to 
the petitions of friendihip, and to the 
calls of confanguinity — but, they 
ought to be expanded to receive the 
complaints of your injured country , ■ 
and the demands of impartial juftice. 
Brutus inflicted upon his fons the ul~ 
timum fupplicium y for confpiring to 
re-eftabliih the Regal Government in 
Rome. And, if a fimilar occafion 
mould arife in America, which God 
forbid, I truft, a Brutus will not be 
waiting. Let thofe, if there are any 

fuch, 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 34* ) 



Jsch, wh* trcacheroufly or pufdanir 
jooufly ,hanker after a return of. 

Government, remember fuch 
tilings and tremble. Let us ever re* 
member, rejoice and teach our chil- 
dren, that the. American Empire is 
compofed of, States that are, and of 
sight ought to be, . free and indepen- 
dent; " that they are abfolvedfrom 

and that all political connection be- 
tween them and the State of QreaV 
Britain, is, and ought to be, 

fOTALXY DISSOLVED." 



South- Carolina* 
At a-Court of General Seifions of the 
Peace, Oyer and. Terminer, AC- 
£z^ and. General Gaol Delivery, 
begun to be held at Charks-town, 
for the diftri& of Charles-town, on 
Tuefday, b&ober 15 th, in the 
year of our Lord one thoufand fe- 
ven, hundred and feventy-fuc. 
f The Presentments of the Grand Jury 
for the faid diftricl. 
n It is with mo£l cordial fatisfac- 
tlon we : embrace this opportunity pf 
offering our congratulations on the 
.late Declaration of the Conjtinental 
Congrefc, conftituting the. United 
Colonies of North-America Indepen- 
dent States ; an event, however once 
dreaded. as repugnant- to thofe hopes 
of, peace and* friend fhip with. the Bri- 
t^h State, which'- was .then ardently 
entertained, yet which every Ameri- 
can-mutt now moii joyfully embrace, 
. as the only happy means- of falvation 
andiecurity, and the fureft preven- 
tion, to the treacherous awl cruel de- 
signs of a wicked and deteftablc 
eaemy» 

2, As the kind and beneficent 
-hand. of a wife and bounteous Provi- 
.deace has fo ordered andidifpofed of 
human events* that from calamities 
which were dreaded as the moft mi- 
serable and 1 deilructive to America, 
.benefits the moil advantageoas, ho- 
nourable and deftreable have ariieo to 
W> whisk now give a verv joyful 



profpeft of liberty and happinefi* 
We think our grateful fenfe of fuch 
oecoliar caw and proto&ion cannot 
ne manifested in a way more acceptr 
able and proper than in a ftsi&re* 
gard to the duties which "V* m *t? , H 
owe to their God. 

3. We prefent the growing evtf of 
many churches eftabfi&ed By law> 
falling to decay, and fome remaining- 
without minifters to perform divine 
fervice* in divers parifhes in this di- 
frrift, by whkh means the fpiritof 
religion will decline, and become 
prejudicial to (he manners of the 
people* 

4* W*- prefent and recommend a 
proper militia law to be made, in 
fuch manner as to compel impartially 
and equally all degrees of perfonp 
liable to do the duty therein required^ 
fo as to enable the good people of 
this State (who are now become prior 
cipaUytJie guardians thereof) to repel 
any domeftic ox foreign enemy as fyp 
as pouibk. 

5. We pne&nt and recommend* 
that care- may always be had, that 
none but gentlemen of weight and 
influence, and good example, be pr^> 
vailed on to qualify and aft in the 
Commiflton of Peace, by whofe id- 
fluence* ,lieendoufne{s, feditioa. and 
profligacy, may be fupprefled, and 
good order; maintained, 

6. We prefent and recommend, 
that fome office may be created in 
tliis dillfiiSl; whereby execution* and 
fales- by the Sheriff may be recorded, 
fo that on the death or removal of 
the Sheriff recourfe may be had to 
fuch records by thofe concerned, 

7. We prefent and recommend, 
that. Jews and others may be rd* 
ihained from allowing their Negroee 
to fell goods in (hops* as fuch pracv 
tkc may induce oriier Negroes t£ ileal 
and barter with diem. 

&* We prefent the Ul pracrke of 
Jews opening their moos and felling 
of gooda on Sunday, to the pj»fa*a- 
nauon of thf i*gjrd VJDay, . 
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' 9. We prefent the Barrack-mafter,; 
Philip Will, for feizing of fire-wood 
6n the 'wharfs, under pretence of the 
public, when he applies the fame to 
his own ufe, to the diftreffing of the 
inhabitants. By information of Mr. 
Patrick .Hinds, one of the Grand 
Jurors. 

10. We prefent the want of more 
conftables in this diftncl, we being 
informed that there are only four in 
this town. 

u. We return Our thanks to his 
Honour the Chief Juftice for his ex- 
cellent charge delivered at the open- 
ing of the feflions, and defire that 
the charge and thefe prefentmenti be 
forthwith printed and publifhed, 
Joseph Glover, Foreman, (L. S. 
Benjamin Baker, ' (L. S. 

Benjamin £>art, (L* S. 

John Fullbrton, (L. S. 

Christ* Fttzsimons, (L. S. 

William Hopton, (L. S, 

William Hale, (L. S. 

Patrick Hinds, (L. S. 

Charles Johnston, (L. S. 

Andrew Lord, (L* S. 

John Miles, (L. S. 

William Russel, (L. S. 

Stephen Townsend. (L. S. 

Cbarles-Town, South-Carolina > July 

4> *777- 
June 26. Articles cf the Definitive 

Treaty ef Peace, concluded on, and. 
figned at Dewit's Corner thi zoth 
day of May, 1777, between the 
State's of Soutb-Carolina and Geor- 
gia and the Cherokee Indians, / 
Article 1. The Cherokee Na- 
tions, acknowledge, that the troops 
during laft fummer repeatedly de- 
'featetf their forces, vi&orioufly pene- 
trated through their Lower Towns, 
"middle fettlements and vailies, and 
quietly, and unoppofed built, held, 
and continue to occupy, the Fort at 
Seneca^ thereby did effeft and main- 
tain the conqueft of all the Cherokee 
lands, eaftward of the Unacaye 
Mountain; and to, and for their 



people, did acquire, poffkG, and ye* 
continue to hold, in and over thd 
faid lands, all and fingular the right* 
incidental to conqueft ; and the Che- 
rokee Nation, in confequence there- 
of, do cede the faid lands to the faid 
people, the people of South-Caro- 
lina. 

Article j. South-Carolina will 
immediately fend a fupply of goods 
into the Cherokee Nation and fettle- 
ments forfole, and permit the Che 7 
rokees, during their good behaviour, 
to inhabit the middle fettlements and 
Vailies weft ward of the higheit part 
of the Qcconnee Mountain; but they 
mall not, beyond a line extended 
fouth-weft and north-eaft acrofs thd 
higheft part of the OccOnnee Moun- 
tain, proceed -or- advance, without 
"permiffion from the Commanding 
Officer at Fort Rutiedge ; to apply 
for which, one runner may at any 
time be fent by the Cherokees : 
Provided neverthelefs, that during 
this prefent year the Cherokees may 
raife, gather and remove the corn 
they have planted on the eaft fide of 
the Occonnee Mountain. 

Article 3, The Government 
of South-Carolina will endeavour 
that the Cherokees be furniihed with 
fupplies of goods as ufual ; and that 
the trade mall be put under the beft 
regulations. Every perfon, who, 
without a proper pafs or licence, lhall 
arrive in the Cherokee nation or fet- 
tlements, the Cherokees mail imme- 
diately apprehend, and deliver to 
the Commanding Officer at Fort 
Rutiedge, and feize to their own ufe t 
all the cattle, horfes, goods and ef- 
fects conducted into their fettlements 
by every fuch perfon. 

Article 4. Every white perfon 
who inrtigated, or endeavoured to 
inftigafe, the Cherokees to the late 
war, or encouraged or aided them, 
or endeavoured to do fo in the profe- 
cution of it, and who now is, 0* 
hereafter may be, in their power, 
lhall, without delay, by the Chero- 
kees, 
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lees, be apprehended and delivered Comman&ng (Officer at Fort fti$f* 



io the Commanding Officer at Fort 
kutledge; and the Cherokees fhall 
take to their own ufe all the effects, 
which in their nation or fettlements 
they may find in the poflefllori of, of 
belonging to, every fuch white per- 
fon, and for every fuch white perfori 
£o delivered, fhall be paid five hun- 
dred pounds weight of drefTed lea A 
thcr, or the value therof. 

Article 5. Any Indian who> in 
the Cherokee Nation or fettlements, 
fliall murder a white perfon, fhall be 
immediately apprehended and con- 
veyed to Fort Rutledge by the Che- 
rokees, who, in prefence of the Com- 
manding Officer at that pofl, fhall 
put the murderer to death ; and if 
any white or other perfon belonging 
to South-Carolina or Georgia, fhall 
in the Cherokee Nation, or any 
white or other perfon fliall, in South 
Carolina or Georgia, murder a Che- 
rokee Indian, every fuch perfon, 
duly convicted thereof, fhall fuffer 
death in prefence of the Cherokee 
Jndians, if any fhall attend at the 
time and place of execution ; and 
that they may have an opportunity 
of attending, due notice of the time 
and place of fuch intended execution 
.fhall be fent to the Cherokees. 

Article 6. All white and Indian 
perfons fhall be fet at liberty as foon 
as poflible ; all Negroes taken during 
the late war, and who now are, or 
hereafter may be, in the power of 
the Cherokees, fhall, as foon as pof- 
fible be delivered to the Command- 
ing Officer at Fort Rutledge, toge- 
'ther with the horfes, by any of their 
people, before the late war, ftolen 
from South-Carolina, Georgia, North 
Carolina, or Virginia, and which 
now are, or hereafter may be, in 
the power of the Cherokees, to the 
end that reftitution may be made to 
their true owners. 

Article 7. For every run-away 
Negro that fhall be apprehended and 
delivered by the Cherokees to the 



ledge, fhall be paid one hundred 
pounds weight of leather, or the va- 
lue thereof. 

Artice id The natchet fliall btf 
for ever buried, and there fhall be an 
univtrfal peace and friendfhip re- 
eftablifhed between South-Carolina* 
including the Catawba and Georgia 
ori the one part, and the Cheroketf 
Nation on the other ; there fhall be 
a general oblivion of injuries ; the 
contracting parties fhall ufe theif 
utmoft endeavours to maintain the 
peace and friendfhip now re-eftab- 
lifhed, and the Cheroke*es ihall, zi 
at all t^mes, apprehend an,d deliver 
to the Commanding Officer at Fort 
Rutledg'e, every perfqny .white of 
red, who in their nation or fettle- 1 
ments, fhall by any means eridea* 
vour; to inftigate a war by the CheV 
rokee Nation, or hofhlity, ofiobf 
bery, by any of their people, againit 
or upon any of the American States, 
or fubjects thereof. 

In witnefs of all and every thing 
herein deterriiined between South- 
Carolina, Georgia, and the. Chero- 
kee Nation, we their underwritten 
Commiffioners and Deputies, by vir- 
tue of our full powers^ federally, 
and not one for the other,,- have 
'figned this prefent definitive treaty, 
in their refpeftive names, and have 
caufed our feals to be hereunto af- 
fixed. 

Done at Dewit's Corner, this 
twentieth day of May, in the year 
of our Lord one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and feventy-feven. 

»■ 11 ■ ■ ■ ■^■^ 
An Ordinance for regulating the mt~ 

litia of the province of Quebec 9 and 

rendering it of more general utility, 

towards the prefer%ation and fecit- 

rity thereof 

Whereas his Excellency the Cap- 
tain-general and Governor in Chief 
of this province is, by virtue of hia 
Majefty's commiffion under the Great 
Seal of Great-Britain, empowered to 

levy, 
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levy, arm, multer, command, and 
employ all pcrfons within the pro- 
vince; and, as occaiion (hall ferve, 
them to march or trarifpor't from one 
place to another, for the pufpofe of 
refitting arid withftanding of all ene- 
mies, pirate's; arid rebels^ both by 
land and by water; which coriimif- 
fion, In the abfence of the Captain- 
general, the I-ieutenant-govemor, dr 
Commander in Chief, for the time 

being; is authorised to execute : 

and whereas the well ordering and 
training of the faid militia, may 
hereafter be of great ufe towards pre- 
ferving and fecuring the province 
from all hdftile invaders thereof, be 
it enacted by the . Captain-general 
and Governor in Chief of the pro- 
vince, by and with the advice and 
confent of the Legiflative Council of 
the fame, That 

Art. i> All perfons, as well in 
the towns as in the country, from, the 
age of fixteen years to fixty, are 
bound to (erve in the militia of that 
parifh wherein they refide; and from 
and after thd publication of the pre- 
fent ordinance, every perfon (except- 
ing fuch as are herein after excepted) 
refufing to ferve, or neglecting to 
get himfelf inrolkd under the officers 
appointed by his Excellency the Cap- 
tain-general or* Governor in Chief, 
in the different panfhes, mall forfeit 
five pounds ; and upon a fecond re- 
fufal, he mall, over and above a like 
forfeiture of five pounds for fuch fe- 
cond refufal, be rendered incapable 
€>f keeping by him, or bearing any 
fire-arm whatfoever, under the like 
penalty of five pounds, and -one 
month's imprifonment, for every 
time he mail be convicted of hav- 
ing ufed or kept fuch fire-arm. 

Art. 2. Every militia-man, whofe 
conduct or behaviour proves unwor- 
thy of, or dilhonourable to the corps, 
lhall be expelled therefrom, and in 
like manner rendered incapable of 
keeping by him, or ufing any fire- 
arm, under the penalties mentioned 



in the foregoing Article j and as weH 
thofe who liave refufed or neglected 
to enroll themfelves, as thofe who are 
expelled therefrom, mall furnifh 
ileighs, and other carriages for the 
King's fervice, when called upon, in 
a double proportion to their neigh- 
bours of the fame parifh, doing duty 
as militia-men readily andthearfully, 
and for half the price ; provided al- 
ways that, after the expiration of one 
year, any perfon, who has committed 
any of the above recited offences, and 
fufiered the penalties ditected by this 
and the foregoing Articles-, upon 
making his fubmiffion to the Captain 
of militia, in the preferice of the 
moft reputable inhabitants of the pa- 
rifh, at the church door, on a Sun- 
day, or fome other feaft day, fhall, 
after a report has been made thereof 
to the Colonel of militia of. the di- 
fbict, and being approved by the 
Captain-general; or in his abfence, 
the Lieutenant-governor, or Com- 
mander in Chief, for the time being, 
be reftored to the corps, intitled to 
the priviliges thereof, and act therein, 
as if no fuch offence had been com* 
mitted. 

Art. 3. The Captain or Captains 
of militia in every parifh, fhall, 
twenty days after the publication of 
the prefent ordinance, or fooner, if 
it can be done, tranfmit to the Co- 
lonels of militia, or Infpectors, when 
fuch fhall be appointed, for the re- 
fpective diftricts, an account of the 
number of officers and militia-men fit 
for fervice in their refpective compa- 
nies ; as alfo a lift of fuch as may 
have refufed to inroll themfelves, or 
difobeyed the orders of their fuperior 
officers ; arid hereafter fuch lifts, as 
well as of any alterations that may 
have happened within the laft twelve- 
month, are to be tranfmitted by 
the Captains to the Colonels of mi- 
litia, or Infpectors when fuch fhall be 
appointed, by the tenth or fifteenth of 
March in every year at fartheft. 
Art. 4. No perfon belonging to 
X x a particular 
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a-particuiar company of militia, ihall 
leave this ufual , relidencc, whereby 
he became fubjed thereto, without 
giving due notice to itis Captain 
or Commanding Officer, and of the 
place- where he intends to fettle ; and 
every perfon, fo fettling in .another 
parifh, mail give notice thereof to 
the Captainor Commanding Officer 
of the parifh wherein he fettles,, under 
a -penalty, of, forty :ihilHngs for the 
iirAofFence,. and for the iecond, the 
like fum, and one month's imprifon- 
ment. 

Art. .5. Upon the two iaft Sun- 
days in the month of June, and the 
two fLrlt in July, the Captains or 
Commanding Officers of the militia, 
(hall draw out their companies in the 
moft convenient place . of their re- 
spective -parifhes, in order toinfpect 
their arras, fire . at marks, and' in- 
ftrucl them in their duties ; and 
fuch as difobey, arid do not .appear 
on . fuch training days, or at fuch 
other times as the Colonels of militia, 
Jnfpe&ors, or other perfons autho- 
rized, tq review orexercife them by 
special orders from the Captain-ge- 
neral, Qr, in his abfence, the* Lieu- 
tenant-governor, or Commander in 
Chief, for the time . being, ihall di- 
rect, are to forfeit ten (hillings for 
every offence, except they fhail have 
jlrit aiked and ohtained leave of ab- 
fence, on mewing reafonable caufe 
}br the fame. 

Art. 6. In time of war, rebel- 
lion, or when any other preifing exi- 
gency of the State requires it, iuch 
number of officers, ferjeants, and jni- 
iitia-men, as the Governor, Lieute- 
nant-governor, or Commander in 
.Chief,; for th* time being, thinks fit 
•to direct, ihall be drawn out of the 
different companies, marched from 
their refpe&ive >,parifhes, to fuch 
place as they fhalt. be ordered to,, and 
ierve, though 1H11 as militia,- in con- 
junction with nis Maiefiy's forces, 
tinder the guidance and fuperintend- 
ance of the* officers whom the Com- 



mander in Chief fhadl be pleafed to 
appoint for that .purpofe : and at the 
end of the campaign, or of the fervice 
they were ordered upon, ihall return 
to their own homes, but not before 
they have been regularly difinMcd 
from the fame j . any . perfon refuiing • 
to obey fuch order, .abfeonding, or 
not repairing, to th&.place he is order- 
ed to, ihall incur dauble-the penalties 
inflicted . by * the ' firft Article of this 
ordinance ; and any one quitting the 
fervice when fo embodied, before lie 
is.difbharged therefrom, ihall more- 
over be expelled the corps, and ne- 
ver allowed -to re-enter the fame, 
and any perfon buying or purchaiirtg 
arms, ammunition, or equipments, 
delivered oat _ of -Jus MajelryVflores; 
to the militia, when embodied, or 
any ammunition, furnifhed out of 
the faid ftores, for training and exer- 
cifing . the /aid militia, ihall incur a 
penalty of. 5 J- for every fuch offence, 
to be recovered upon the oath of one 
credible witnefs before .any one Com - 
mifTzoaer.of . the Peace in the diftrift 
where fach offence has , been com- 
mitted. 

Art. 7. All inhabitants above 
the age of 60,. and having one Jer- 
vant, as well as all others holding 
lands en rcture, and not exempted 
therefrom by . this ordinance, mail, 
when* ordered by Government, and 
called upon by the Captains of the 
militia, in rotation, furnifh carts, 
fleighs, or order carriages for the 
King's fervice, at fuch price per »day, 
as ihall be fixed upon by tlfe .Com- 
mander in Chief ; and any. who ihall 
negleft or refufe to furnim the fame, 
or ihall defert or quit that Service, 
without being duly difcharged there- 
from, mail likewife incur the penalties 
directed. by thefiril Article. 

Art. 8. The Captains ..and other 
officers o£ militia not paying .due obe- 
dience ta.their fuperiors, or who ihall 
be convided of having ailed with 
partiality, of exempting fome, *with- 
out being properly authorized fo to 
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do, or ordering others out of their 
turn, out of pique or refentment, 
lhall be deprived of theirroawniffioirsj 
and obliged to ferve as privaie.mili-t 
tia-men. 

Art. 9. The Captains, and other 
officers of militia, fhal) take up all .. 
defer ters, whether fohiiers Gr.faiiors, 
ail ftragglers ami other .perfons, tra- 
* veiling through* their relpcctive pa- 
riihesj fufpecled of * being: emiflaries.* 
from conveying intelligence, to, 1 or • 
oorrefponding with the* rebellious co- 
lonies, all perfons fpreading falfe. re. . 
ports to the detriment. o$ f Govern- 
ment, and pecfone leaving, the- pro* 
vince without a pais from, the Cap- 
tain-general, or, i» his afcfence, the 
Lieutenant-governor or. Commander 
in Chief, for the time being; and 
any perfon, either in town or coun- 
try, lodging or concealing fkch de- 
ferters, ftragglers, or mfpecled per- 
fons as above, or aiding and affiiiing 
any perfbn leaving the province-witlu 
out a pafs, without giving inwnediate 
notice thereof to the Captains oftheir 
reipe&ive companies in the country, 
and if in the towns of Q«ebec > Mont- 
real, and Trois Rivieres., to the Co- 
lonels or Commanding Omcers, or 
Other officers appointed for that : pur;- 

Efe, mall, for the firliofferwe, ifin- 
bitants of the towns, forfeit ten 
pounds, and beimprifoned one month' ; 
refuting in the country, mall * forfeit 
^ve- pounds, and be imprifoned for the 
fame time; and -double the fame and 
double the time of imprisonment, for 
the fecond, and every other fubfe* 
quent offence of the like ■nature. 

Art. 10, In all ; cafes where the 
manner of profeou ting ftrthepenalT 
ties iitfti&edbr this ordinance has not 
been directed, wkere the fine impofed 
d<>es not exceed *the fum of forty mil-? 
Hngs^ any one Field Officer of the 
mifitfa, or Infpe&or ; whien fuch of- 
ficer lhall be appointed, of thediftrict 
wherein the otfence mall havje been 
committed, being a GommilHoner of 
the peaces and wbere the penalty. 



exceeds the- fuan of forty .fhiJliag*, .. o*- 
duredb the imprisonment of the o£r- 
fender, any two Field Officers, or 
one Field Officer and Infpec*U>r> at. 
before, belonging to the difbi&'.iit, 
which the offence faall have been, 
committed, being Commiffioners of, 
of the Peace, or aay other two Com*. 
raiffioners of the ENeaee for that da-- 
Ariel, is and are hereby authorized, , 
upon information laid before them, 
to take cognizance of, and hearing 
fummary manner, all offences con*~ 
nutted againft the intent and meaning; 
of this, ordinance, to infti& the pe- 
nalties, and levy the fines by warraat, 
under his or their hands andfeals, aacj: 
all monies arifing< therefrom, to. be 
by him or them transmitted to the 
Receiver-general of the* provinee, 
and applied, as other public monies 
to his Majefty's ufe ; fubjec^ never- 
thelefs, in caies where the penalty is 
of or exceeds ten pounds, aruLwhere 
the party offendingp to beimpriibned - 
for more than one month, or to be 
expelled' the militia, to an appeal 
before the Governor, or, in his ab*- 
fence, the LieuteaanNg^vernor, , or 
Commander in. Chief tor the time 
being; and any five members of his 
Majeity's Council (the Commiffioners 
of the Peace who/hall have heard the 
fame and given judgment therein 
only excepted) who are hereby ap- 
pointed a Court of Appeals for that 
purpcfe, and authorized to hear and 
finally to detrmine the fame. 

Art. 11. The members of his 
Majefty's Council, Judges, and others 
officers of civil government, the Seig- 
niors, ftiled here, Seigneurs frimitifs, 
the nobleffe, fo acknowledged under 
die ancient Government of the coun- 
try, half pay or reduced officers, cler- 
gy, ftudents of the feminaries of 
Quebec and Montreal, and perfons 
employed in offices of public utility, 
are exempted from ferving in the mi- 
litia or furnifhing carriages : provided 
always, that nothing in ithis ordinance 
contained be cooikued ta exempt the 
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Seigniors, or nobleffe, from render- 
ing fuch perfonal fervices as are agree- 
able to the ancient ufage, and to 
which they are bound by the tenure 
of their lands, whenever the Gover- 
nor, or in his abfence, the Lieute- 
nant-governor, or Commander in 
Chief; for the time being, fhall 
judge it neceflary to calf upon them 
/or the fame. 

This ordinance to be in force for 
two years, and to the feflion of the 
Legislative Council of this province, 
which will be held in the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and feventy- 
nine.* Guy Carleton. 

Enacted by the authority aforefaid, 
and parted in Council under the 
Great Seal of the province, at the 
Council Chamber in the Caftle of 
St. Lewis, in the city of Quebec, 
the twenty-ninth day of March, 
in the feventeenth year of the reign 
of our Sovereign Lord George the 
Third, by the grace of God, of 
Great-Britain, France, and .Ire- 
land, King, Defender of the Faith, 
and fo forth, and in the year of 
our Lord, one thoufand feven hun- 
ched and feventy feven. 
By his Excellency's command, 

J. Williams, C. L, C. 



Whitehall* Auguft 25, 1777. 

The following letter from Lieute- 
nant -General Burgoyne to Lord 
George Germain was received the 23d 
inftant, by Captain Gardiner, firft 
Aid de Camp to Lieutenant-General 
Burgoyne, who arrived in the Royal 
George armed tranfport from Quebec. 
Head Quarters; Skenejborough-Houfe, 
July II, 1777. ' 
My Lord, 

I have the honour to acquaint your 
Lordfhip, that the enemy diflodged 
from Ticonderoga and Mount Inde- 
pendence on the 6th inftant, and were 
driven on the fame day beyond Ske- 
nrifborough on the right, and to Hu- 
berton on the left, with the iofs of 
1 28 pieces of cannon, all their armed 



vefTels and batteaux, the greatefl part 
of their baggage and ammunition, 
prpvifion and military ftores to a very 
large amount. 

This fuccefs has been followed by 
events equally fortunate and rapid. 
I fubjoin fuch a detail pf circum- 
fiances as the time will permit ; and, 
for his Majefty's further information, 
I beg leave to refer your Lordfhip to 
Captain Gardiner, my Aid de Camp, 
whom I have thought it necefTary to 
difpatch with news fo important to 
the King's fervice, and fo honourable 
to the troops under my command, 
Journal of the late principal pro- 
ceedings of the armys 
Haying remained at Crown Point 
three days, to bring up the rear of 
the army, to eftabliih tie magazines 
and the hofpital, and to obtain intelli- 
gence of the enemy, on 

June 30, I ordered the advanced 
corps," confifting of the Britifh light 
infantry and grenadiers, the 24-th 
regiment, fome Canadians and fa- 
vages, and ten piece? of light artil- 
lery, under the command of Briga- 
dier-General Frazer, tp move front 
Putnam Creek, where they fyad been 
encamped fome days, u,p the weft 
fhore of the lake to Four Mile Point, 
fo called from being within that di- 
fiance of the fort of Ticonderoga. 
The German referve, confifting of 
the Brunfwick chafTeurs, light in- 
fantry and grenadiers, under Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Breymen, were advanced 
a^ the fame time upon the eaft fhore. 

July i. The whole army made a 
movement forward, Brigadier Frazer's 
corps occupied the flrong pofl called 
Three Mile Point on the weft fhore ;, 
the German referve the eaft fhore op- 
pofite ; the right wing of the line en- 
camped at Four Mile Point ; the left 
wing nearly opppfite on the e£ft fhore. 
The Royal George and Inflexible fri- 
gates, witk the gun boats, were an- 
chored juft without the reach of the 
enemy's batteries. The reft of the 
fleet had been fome time without 

guns; 



Digitized by 



Googk 



in 273&. 1 




London JPmAx/*icctiria5Lrv/ ?v Act^fTariLiittu vtf.fiirj. ^Lzloo, i/i Tuu^iJJ/l^^Jif^T r '?^7^j^ 



Digitized by 



Googk 



i 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 349 ) 

guno, ia order to aflift in carrying a fmokewas bbferveo* 

provifions over Lake Champlain. 
The enemy appeared to be potted 
follows : a brigade occupied the 



old French lings upon the height north 
ward of the fort of Ticonderoga. 
Thefe lines were in good repair, and 
had ftveral irtfrenchments behind 
tjiem, chiefly calculated to guard the 
north-weft flank, ^nd they were fur- 
ther fuftained by a blockhoufe. To 
the left of thefe works about a mile, 
tjie enemy had favv-mills, and a poll 
fuftained by a blockhoufe, and an- 
other blockhoufe, and an hofpital at 
the entrance of Lake George. Upon 
the right of the French lines, and be- 
tween them and the old fort, there 
were two new blockhoufes, and a con- 
fiderable battery clofe to the wafer-: 
edge. 

It feemed that the enemy had em T 
ployed their chief induftry, and were 
m greateft force, upon Mount Inde- 
pendence, which is high and circular ; 
and upon the fummit, which is table- 
land, were a ftar fort made with 
pickets and well fupplied with artil- 
lery, and a large lquare of barracks 
within it. 

The foot of the Mount, which pro- 
jects into the Lake, was intrenched 
and covered with a ftrong abattis clofe 
to the water. This intrenchment was 
Jined with heavy artillery pointing 
down the Lajce, flanking the water- 
battery above defcribed, and fuftained 
by another battery about half-way up 
the Mount. On the weft-fide the 
Mount runs the main river, and in its 
paflage round is joined by the water 
which comes down from Lake George. 
On, tjie eaft-flde of -the Mount the 
water forms a fmall bay, into which 
falls a rivulet, after having encircled 
in its courfe part of the Mount to the 
fouth-weft. The fide to the fouth 
could not be feen, but was defcribed 
as inacceffible. There was a bridge 
between the Mount and Ticonderoga, 
which alfo was unfeen. 

July z. About nine in the morning 



towards Lake : 
George, and .the Indians brought ii* 
a report that the enemy had fet fire tt> 
their further blockhoufe, and had 
abandoned the faw-mills ; and that a 
cpnftderable body were advancing" 
from the lines towards a bridge upon 
the road which led to the right of the 
Britifti camp. A detachment of the, 
advanced corps was immediately put 
in march under brigadier Frazer, f up- 
ported by a brigade of the line and, 
ibme artillery, under the command of 
Major-General Phillips, with order* 
to proceed towards Mount Hope, 
which is to the north of the lines, to 
reconnoitre the enemy's pofition, an4 
to take advantage of any poft they 
might abandon, or be driven from. • 
The Indians under Captain Frazer, 
fupported by his company of marki- 
men, were directed to make a circuit 
to the left of Brigadier Frazer's line 
of march, and endeavour to cut off 
the retreat of the enemy to their lines ; 
but this deiign mifcarried, through 
the irapetuofity of the Indians, who 
attacked too foon, and in front, and 
the enemy were thereby able to retire 
with the lofs of one officer and a few 
men killed, and one officer wounded. 
Major-General Phillips took pofleflion 
of the very advantageous poft of Mount 
Hope this night, and the enemy were 
thereby entirely cut off from a com- 
munication with Lake George. 

July 3. Mount Hope was occu- 
pied in force by Brigadier Frazer's 
whole brigade, "the hrft brigade Bri- 
. tifh, and two entire brigades of artil- 
lery. The fecond brigade Britiih en- 
camped upon the left of the firft, and 
the brigade of Gall having been drawn 
from the eaft more to occupy the 
ground where Frazer's corps had been 
on Three Mile Point, the line became 
compleat, extending from the more to 
the wefternmoft part of Mount Hope. 
On the fame day Major-General Rei- 
defel encamped on the eaft Ihore in z 
parallel line with Three Mile Point, 
having puihed the referve forward 

new 
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Mfcer the rivul«t which is on the ©aft wcmld 
of Mount Independence* The enemy day. 
cannonaded the camp3 of Mount 
Hope and of the German referve moil 
part of the day, but without effect. 

July 4. The army worked hard 
eft their communications, and got op 
tlie artillery , tents, baggage and pro- 
vifions. The enemy at iirtervals con- 
tinued the cannonade upon the camps, 
which was not in any iriftance re- 
turned. 

The Thunderer Radeau carrying 
iht battering train and ftores, having 
fceen- warped up from Crown Point, 
arrived this day, and immediately 
began to land the artillery. 

July 5, Lieutenant Twifs, the com- 
manding engineer, was ordered to re- 
connoitre Sugar Hill on the fouth- 
weft fide of the communication from 
Lake George into Lake Champlain. 
It had appeared from the ftrft to be a 
very advantageous pott; and it is now 
fenown that the enemy had a council 
£yne time ago upon the expediency 
ef pofleffmg it ; but the idea was re- 
jected upon the fuppofition that it was 
Smpoffible for a corps to be eftablifhed 
<here in force. Lieutenant Twifs re^- 
portfcd' this' hill to have- the entire 
command of the works and buildings 
both of Tioonderoga and Mount In- 
dependence ; that* the ground" might 
fee leVeiled : fo as to receive cannon; 
and that a road to conveythem, though 
-difficult, might be mnde pra&icable in 
twenty-four hours. This hill alio en- 
tirely commanded in reverfe the bridge 
of communication, faw the exact fitua- 
tion of the veflels, nor cotokfr the ene- 
my during the day make any/material 
movement or preparation without be- 
ing discovered, and even having their 
numbers counted. 

-It was immediately determined that 

' a : batt?ery mould be raffed upon Sugar- 

Idll for li^hr twenty-four pounders, 

medium twelves, and eight-inch how- 

'kzers. This very arduous work was 

carried on f©' rapid')*, that tHe battery 



haw been ready the sejer 



It is a duty in this place to do foiije 
juftice to the zeal and a&ivity of Ma- 
jor-general Phillips, who had the dii 
re&ion of the operation ; and having 
mentioned that moft vahtable officer, 
I truft it cannot be thought a digref- 
fion to add, that it is to his judicious 
arrangements and indefatigable pains, 
during the general fuperintendency of 
preparations' which Sir Guy Carleton 
entrufted to him in the winter and 
Spring, that the fervice is indebted for 
its prefent fbrwardnefs ; the prevalence 
of contrary winds and other accidents 
having rendered it impofiihle for any 
secetiaries prepared in England for 
the opening of the campaign yet to 
reach the army. * J 

July 6. Soon after day-light aa 
officer arrived expreft on board the 
Royal George, where in die nigln 1 
took my quarters as the moil centrical 
fituation, with information from Bri- 
gadier Fraxer that the enemy were 
retiring, and that he was advancing 
with his piquets, leaving orders for 
the brigade to follow as foon as they 
could accoutre, with intention to pur- 
foe by land. This movement was very 
foon cMfcernable, as were the Britifh 
colours which the Brigadier had fixed 
upon the fortofTicoflderoga. Know- 
ing how fafely I could truft to that 
officer's conduit, I turned my chief 
attention to the purfuit by water, by 
which route I had intelligence one 
column were retiring in two hundred 
and twenty batteaux, covered by five 
armed gallies f 

The great bridge of communica- 
tion, through which a way was to be 
opened, was fupported by twenty-two 
funken piers of large timber at nearly 
equal dtftances : the fpaces between 
were filled by feparate floats, each 
about fifty feet long and twelve feet 
wide, ftrongly fattened together by 
chains and/ rivets, and alfo fattened ! to 
the funkeji piers. Before this bridge 
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was a boom made of very large pieces 
of round timber, fattened together by 
rivetted bolts and double chains made 
of iron an inch and half fquare. 

The gun boats were , immediately 
moved forward, and the boom and 
one of the intermediate floats were cut 
with great dexterity and diipatch : and 
Commodore Lutwidge, .with the of- 
ficers and feamen in his department, 
partaking the general animation, 4 
paiTage was found in half an hour for 
the frigates alio, through impedi- 
ments* which the enemy had been 
labouring ten months together to 
-make impenetrable. During thefe 
pperations^IajbrTgeneral Reidefel had 
pailed to Mount Independence, with 
the corps of Breymen and part of the 
left wing. He was directed to pro- 
ceed by land to fulbm Brigadier Fra- 
zer, or to adt more to the left, if he 
&wit expedient fo to do. The 6zd 
regiment Britifh, and the Brunfwick 
regiment of Prince Frederic, were left 
at Ticonderogaand Mount Indepen- 
dence, in the place of the parties of 
Frazer's brigade, which had remained 
in pofleffion of the ilores, and the reft 
of the army were ordered to follow 
up the river, as they could be col- 
lected, without regard to the place of 
corps in the line. About . wee in 
the afternoon I arrived with the Royal 
George and Inflexible, and the beft 
Tailing gun boats and batteaux at 
South Bay, within three . miles of 
Skenefborough, at which latter place 
J learned the enemy were ported in a 
ftockaded fort, and their- armed gatties 
At the {alls below. 

The foremoft regiments, viz. the 
9th, 20th, and 2 1 ft, wereinitaatlydif- 
embarked andafcended the mountain, 
with intention jof burning the fort and 
cutting off the retreat of the enemy, 
Jbut their precipitate flight rendered 
this manoeuvre ineffectual. The gun 
iwats and frigates » continued their 
courfe to Skenefborough falls. Cap- 
tain Carter, with part of his brigade 
•f gunboats, immediately attacked 



the gallics, and with fo much fplrit 
that two of them very foon (truck* 
the other three were blown up ; and 
the enemy having jpreviou/ly prepared 
combuilible materials, fet fire to the 
fort, mills, ftorehoufes, batteaux, &c 
and retired with the detachment left 
for that purpofe, the main body hay- 
ing gone off, when the troops were 
afcending die mountain. A great 
quantity of provision and feme arm* 
were here confumed, and moft part of 
their officers baggage was burned* 
funk or taken. Their lofs in the at- 
tack is not known ; about thirty prU 
foners were made, among wliich were 
two wounded officer's. During thefe 
operations upon the right, Brigadier 
Frazer had continued his purfuitoa 
the road to Caftletown 'till one o'clock, 
jiaving marched in a very hot day 
from four in die morning. Some 
ftragglers of the enemy Jiajd b*en 
fucked up, from whom the Brigadier 
learnt, that their rear, guard was conv 
pofed of chofenmen, ancl commanded 
by .Colonel Francis, one of their beJfc 
officers. While the men were re- 
frefhing, Major-goneral Reidefel came 
♦up, and arrangements having been 
concerted for s continuing; the purfuit* 
Brigadier Frazer moved forward again, 
and during tbe night lay upon ■ his 
arms in an advantageous: fttuation. 

July 7. At three in the morning 
he renewed his march, and about five 
his advanced fcouts discovered the 
-enemy's centries, who fired their 1 
pieces, and joined their main body. 
The, Brigadier obfervinga command* 
ing grounds on the left of his light 
iniantry, immediately ordered it to be 
pofleffed by that corps ; and a con* 
fiderable hody of the enemy attempt- 
ing the fame, they met. The enemy 
were driven back to their original polk. 
The advanced guard under Major 
Grant were by this time engaged, and 
the .grenadiers were advanced to fui- 
tainthem, and to prevent the rigHt 
flask from being turned. The Bri- 
gadier remained Oil tha left, wheife 
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the enemy, aided by logs and trees, have efcaped by delay ; that the ad- 



defended themfelves long. After 
being diflodged and prevented getting 
to the Caftletown road by the grena- 
diers, they rallied and renewed the 
action. They were again driven, and 
attempted to retreat by Pittsford 
Mountain : but the grenadiers fcram- 
bled up what had appeared an inac- 
ceffible part of the afcent> and gained 
the fummit before them. This threw 
them into confufion. They were ftill, 
neverthelefs, greatly fuperior in num- 
ber, and consequently in extent, and 
the Brigadier, in momentary expecta- 
tion of the arrival of the Germans, 
had latterly weakened his left to fup* 
port his right. At this critical mo- 
ment. Major-general Reidefel arrived 
with the foremoft of his column, viz. 
the chafleur company and eighty gre- 
nadiers and light infantry. His judg- 
ment inftantly pointed to him the 
courfe to take. He extended upon 
Brigadier Frazer's left flank. Major 
Berner led the chaffeurs into a&ion 
with great gallantry, and they were 
equally well fuftained. The enemy 
fled on all fides, leaving dead upon 
the field Colonel Francis and many 
other officers, and upwards of two 
hundred private men. Above fix hun- 
dred were wounded, many of whom 
perifhed in the woods attempting to 
get off; and one Colonel, feven Cap- 
tains, ten fubalterns, and two hundred 
and ten men, were made prifoners. 
The number of the enemy before the 
.a&ion amounted, by the report of the 
prifoners, to two thoufand men, and 
they were ftrongly pofted. The Bri- 
tish detachment under Brigadier Fra- 
zer, (the parties left at Ticonderoga 
the day before not having been able 
to rejoin) confifted only of eight hun- 
dred and fifty fighting men. The 
bare relation of fo fignal an action is 
fuificient for its'praife. Should the 
attack again ft fuch inequality of num- 
bers before the Germans came up 
-feem to require explanation, it is to 
i>e considered that the enemy might 



vanced guard found themfelves on a 
fudden too near the enemy to avoid 
action without . retreating ; and that 
the Brigadier Kad fuppofed the Ger- 
man troops to be very near. The 1 
difference of time in their arrival was* 
merely accidental ; Major-general 
Reidefel and thole he commanded 
prefled for a mare of glory, and they 
arrived in time to obtain it, I have 
only to add upori this eVent, that the 
exertions of Brigadier Frazer were but 
a continuance of that urfifbrm intelli- 
gence, activity, and bravery, which 
diftinguifh his character upon all occa- 
fions, and entitle him to be recom-» 
mended in the moft particular manner 
to his Majefty's notice. The other 
officers and foldiers of this corps have 
prevented any diftinctions of indivi- 
duals by a general and equal difplay 
of fpirit. 

On the fame day, July 7, the" 
country people about Skenefborough 
having reported that part of the ene-< 
my were fHIl retreating upon Wood 
Creek, the 9th regiment was detached 
to take poft near Fort Anne, to ob- 
ferve their motions. This* was effect- 
ed, though with much difficulty, the 
roads being extremely bad, and the 
bridges broken. The other troops 
were employed all that day and night 
in dragging fifty batteaux over the 
Falls to facilitate the movement of the 
reft of the firft brigade to Fort Anne, 
to diflodge the enemy there. " 
" July 8. A report was received 
from Xieutenant-colonel Hill, com- 
manding the 9th regiment, that the 
enemy had been reinforced in the 
night by a confiderable body of frefti 
troops ; that he could not retire before 
them with his regiment, but would 
maintain his ground. The two re- 
maining regiments of the firft brigade 
under Brigadier Powell were ordered 
to quicken their march ; and, upon 
fecond intelligence of the force of the 
enemy, and firing being heard, the 
20th regiment were ordered forward, 
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and Major-general Phillips, with fome 
pieces of artillery, was fentto take 
the command. A violent ftorm of 
rain," which lafted the whole day, pre- 
vented thefe troops from getting to 
Fort Anne fo foofi as Was intended; 
but the delay gave the 9th regiment 
an opportunity of diftinguifhing them- 
felves by Handing and repulfine an 
attack of fix times their numbers. 
The enemy finding the pofltion not to 
be forced in front, endeavoured to 
furround it ; and, from the fuperiority 
of their numbers, that inconvenience 
Was to be apprehended, and Lieute- 
riarit-colonel Hill therefore found it 
necefTary to change his ground in the 
heat of action. So critical an order 
was executed by the regiment with 
the greateft fteadinefs and bravery. 
The enemy, after an attack of three 
hours, were totally repulfed with great 
lofs. They fled towards Fort Ed- 
Ward, fetting fire to Fort Anne, but 
leaving a faw, mill and blockhoufe 
in good repair, which latter was' af- 
terwards pofTefTed by the King's 
troops. The 9th regimerit acquired, 
during their expedition, about thirty 
prifoners, fome ftores and baggage, 
and the colours of the fecond Hamp- 
fhire regiment. The accidents to 
counterbalance thefe feveral fuccdfles 
are few. The fervice has loft an officer 
of great gallantry and experience in 
Major Grant. t The other officers 
killed are alfo to be much regretted 
Captain Montgommery of the 9th re-* 
giment, an officer of much merit, was 
wounded in the leg early in the action, 
and was. in the act of being drefled 
by the furgeon, when the regiment, 
changed ground ; being unable to herp 
himfelf, he and die furgeon were 
taken prifoners. I hear he has been 
well treated, and is in a fair way of 
recovering at Albany. The wounded 
officers and men in general here are 
alfo likely to do well. 

July 9 and 10. The army much 
fatigued, many parts of it having 
wanted their .provifions for two days, 



aimoft the whole of their tents and 
baggage, afTembled in their prefent ^ 
pantion. The right wing occupies 
the neight of Skenefborough in_ two 
lines, covered on the right flank by 
ReidefePs dragoons, en ponnce ; the 
left flank to Wood Creek; The 
Brunfwic troops, under General Rei- 
defel, are upon Caftleton river with 
Sreymen's corps, upon the* commu- 
nication of roads towards Puheney aad 
Rutland. The regiment of HefTe 
Hanau are at the head of Ball Creek, 
to preierve the communication with 
the camp at Caftleton, and fecure the 
batteaux. Brigadier Frazer's corps 
is iri the centre to move on either wing 
of the army... 

The remains of Ticonderoga army 
are at Fort Edward, where they have 
been joined by considerable corps of 
frefh troops. 

Roads are opening to march to 
them by Fort Anne, and the Wood 
Creek is clearing of fallen trees anil 
funken ftones, and Other obftacles, to 
give paflage to batteaux carrying ar- 
tillery, ftores, provifions and camp 
equipage. Thefe are laborious works : 
but the fpirit and zeal of the troops 
are fufficient to furmount them. In 
the mean time all poffible diligence 
is ufmg at Ticonderoga to get gun- 
boats, oatteaux and provifion veflels, 
into Lake George. A corps of the 
army will be ordered ta penetrate by 
that route, which will be afterwards 
the route of the magazines ; and a 
junction of the whole is intended at 
Fort Edward. 

I tranfmit to your Lordftup here- 
with, returns of the killed and wound- 
ed, and lifts of fuch parts of the ar- 
tillery, provifions and ftores taken 
from the enemy as could be collected 
in fo fhort a time. By a written ac- 
count found in the Commiflary's houfe 
at Ticonderoga, fix thoufand odd 
hundred perfons were fed from the 
magazines tie day before the evacu- 
ation. 1 have the honour to be, &c. 
J. BURGOYNE. 
Y y lift 
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l Lift tf the killed and wounded of the fatal of the Killed and Wounded in 



troops under the cominand t>f Lieu- 
tenant-general Burgcyhe y from the 
2d of July to the %tb y 1777. 

July 2. Captain Frafer's Rangers. 
I Indian Allied. 1 Lieutenant, 3 
Indians, ivounded. 1 Rank and 
File prifoners. 

July 6. Royal Artillery.^ I Lieu- 
tenant, 1 Rank and File, Allied. 
I Rank and File ivounded. 

*Britijh Brigadier-General Frazer's 
Corps. 

'Light Infantry. 1 Lientenant, 1 
•Serjeant, 10 Rank and File, Allied. 
1 Major, 2 Captains, 1 Lieute- 
nants, 4 Serjeants, 74. Rank and 
File, wounded. * 

Grenadiers. 11 Rank arid File Allied. 

1 Major, ; Captains, 3 Lieute- 
nants, 4 Serjeants, 35 Rank and 

' File, ivounded. 

2 Companies of the 24/ £ Regiment 

prefent. 1 Major, 3 Rank and 

. l File, Allied. 2 Serjeants ivounded. 

Total. 1 Major, 1 Lieutenant, 1 

* Serjeant, 24 Rank and File, Ailled. 

2 Majors, '5 Captains, ? Lieute- 
nants, 10 Serjeants, 109 Rank and 
File, ivounded. 

"Germans, Lieutenant - Colonel Brey- 

man's Corps. 

J u h 7* & e ?& Compagnie des Chaf 

feurs. 4 Rank an4 File, Allied. 

1 Lieutenant, 6 Rank and File, 

ivounded. 

Dn BattaHlom de Ulnfanterie legere. 

3 Rank and File, Ailled. 4 Rank 
and File, ivounded. 

Des Grenediers. 2 Rank and file, 
Ailled. i Serjeant, 1 Rank and 
File, wounded. 
•Total. 9 Rank arid Fife, Ailled. 1 
Lieutenant, 1 Serjeant, 1 1 Rank 
and File, wounded. 

Jtily 8. gth Regiment, t Lieute- 
nant, 1 Serjeant, 1 1 Rank and 
File, Ailled. 1 Captain, 2 Lieute- 

* nants, 19 Rank and file, wounded* 
1 Captain, i Surgeon, prifoneu. 



the above* A&ions. 
I Major, 3 Lieutenants, 2 Serjeants, 
45 Rank and File, 1 Indian, Ailled. 
2 Majocs, 6 Captains, 9 Lieute- 
nants, 11 Serjeants, 140 Rank and 
File, 3 Indians, ivounded. 1 Cap- 
tain, 1 Surgeon, 1 Rank and File, 
prifoners. 

Brhijh Officers Killed and Wounded. 

July 2. $$d Regiment. Lieutenant 
Haughton, wounded. 

July 6. Royal Artillery. Second Lieu- 
tenant Cleland, Ailled. Volunteer 
Sutton, ^wounded. 

KILL ED. 

July 7. Major Grant, 24^ Regiment. 

Lieutenant Douglas, 29^ Reg* 

Lieut. Hoggart, of the Marines. 

WOUNDED. 

Light Infantry. Captain Harris, 54/J& 
Regiment. 

Captain Craig, 43d Ditto. 

Major £arl of Balcarras, 53^ Ditto. 

Lieutenant Jones, 62^ Ditto. 
Grenadiers. Captain Stapylton, gth 
Ditto. 

Lieutenant Row, gth Ditto. 

Major Ackland, 20th Ditto. 

Lieutenant Steele, 29^ Ditto* 

Captain Rofs, 34^ Ditto. 

Lieutenant Richardfon, i^thDitte. 

Captain Shrimpton, 6zd Ditto* 

Volunteer Lindfay. 

KILLED. 
July 8. Lieutenant Weflrop, qtb Re- 
giment. 

WOUNDED. 

July 8. Captain Montgomery, yth 
Regiment^ and prifoner with the 
Enemyv 
Lieutenant Stavely, gth Regiment, 
Lieutenant Murray, Ditto. 
Adjutant Fielding, Ditto. 
July 7. The Germans had one officer 
wounde,d of the Chaffeur Com- 
pany, Lieutenant Crufe. 
(Signed) 

R. Kingfton, Dep. Adj. Gen* 
Return 
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Return of the different Piwijions taken 
at Ticonderoga and Fort Indepen* 
dence, on July 6, .1777. 

Ticonderoga. 57 Barrels of flour, 19 
barrels of pork, 3 1 bufliels of fait, 
50 barrels of bifcuit. 

Fort . Independence. 1 7 1 1 barrels of 
flour, 630 barrels of pork, 5 bar^ 
rels of beef, 60 barrels of peafe, 
' .1 20 gallons of rum. 

Total* j 748 , barrels of flour, 649 
barrels > of -pork, 5 barrels of beef, 
60 barrels of peafe, 31 bufhels of 
fait, t i 20 gallons of rum, 50 barrels 
of bifcuit. 

176$ barrels of flour, at 

1951b. each, is. 344>7 6 ° 

50 ditp of bifcuit, at 4 oolb. 

each, jis — 5,000 

349>7 6 ° 



649 Barrels of pork r at 

22olb. each, v 142,780 

5 Ditt$ of beef, at 2 1 olb. 

each, ; — — - 1,050 

143,830 



N. B. 87 Barrels more of beef and 
pork, ruppofed tofce damaged. 

Return \ of the Ordnance, Shot, and 
'Shells, &c. taken at Tieonderoga 
and Mount Independence, July 6, 

IRON ORDNANCE. 

Thirty-two pounders 2, 1 fpiked. 
Twenty-four pounders 2, 1 fpiked. 
Eighteen, -pounders, io, 6 fpiked. 
Twfclve-pounders 10, 8 fpiked. 
Nine-pounders 18, 6 fpiked. Six- 
pounders 34, 1 5 fpiked. Four- 
pounders 9, 1 fpiked. Two-pounder 
1, not -fpiked.. One-pounder 2, not 
Spiked. 8 Inch howitzers 2, Pe- 
tards- 2. Brafs mortars 5 i inch j. 
Total 93. 
SHOT. 

Round Shot, Thirty-two Pounders 30. 
Twenty-four-pounders 54, Eigh- 
teen - pounders 268. Twelve- 



pounders 3*9.. Nine-pounders 2d©. 
Six-pounders 886. Four Pounder* 
12. Three-pounders 70. 

Grape Shot. Thirty-two pounders^. 
Twenty-four-pounders 40. Eigh- 
teenrpounders 66. Twelve-poun- 
ders 15. Nine-pounder* 8. Six- 
pounders £4. 8 Inch howitzers 10. 

Double-headed Shot. 32 Pounders 20. 
Eighteen-pounders 68^ Twelre- 
pounders 46. Nine-pounders 99; 
Six-pounders 5,2. 

SHELLS. 

Thirteen-inch 30. Ten-inch 40, 
Eight-inch 187. Five and \ inch. 
219.. Four and -J. inch 170. 

Iron Round Shot of | 8 j ° I 2 * I Boxes 39. 

Corned Powder in Barrels* Whole, 
Barrels 29. Broken ditto 9. 
Befides the above ordnance there is 
alfo taken great quantities of military 
ftores ^ of every denomination, in- 
trenching to;.!s, &c. &c. &c. 

Return fif Ordnance taken and defiroytd 
in the ji<ve armed nteffels at Skenef- 
borough, July 6, 1 77 7. 

Iron Ordnance taken* Eighteen- 
pound ers 2. Six-pounders 2. Four- 
pounders 6. Two-pounders 4. 
Total 14. 

Iron Ordnance dejlroyed. Twelver 

' pounders 2. Six-pounders 2. Four- 
pounders 13. Two-pounders 4. 
Total 35 taken and dellroyed. 

pne vefiel loaded with powder, 
taken— Quantity not known. 

One vefiel loaded with powder, blown 
up — Quantity not known. 

Total of Artillery taken 1 07 

Totalof Artillery deftroyed 21 

General Total 128 Piece*. 

Exclufive of (hot and Ihells, &c. 
defcribed in the above return, there 
were alfo great numbers of batteaux 
loaded with military ftores and pow- 
der, which were all burnt or blown 
up by the rebels at Skenefborough, 
July 6, 1777. 

ty ; » jidmiralty- 
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Admiralty-office % Augufi 23, T 7 7 7 . 

Lieutenant Sayer, of nis Majefty's 
fhip Garland, arrived here this morn- 
ing, with a letter from Captain Pear 
fon, commander of that fhip, and 
fenior feat officer in the river St. 
Laurence, to Mr. Stephens ; of which 
the following b ari extract : 



Garland, Quebec ; July 22 , 

pleafed to inform my 



up, through the bridge at Ticonde r 
roga, and, with a favourable wind, 

fot up within half a mile of Skenef T 
orough, where I found the gun bat- 
teaux engaged with the enemy's vef- 
fels. 

The fhips were not able to get 
near enougn to be of any ufe, except 
from their appearance ; and foon after 
the firing from the enemy's veflels 
ceafe<L "The crews of two of their 
veflels were obliged to quit them, 
from the fire of the gun-boats people, 
who a&ed with great fpirit on the oc- 
cafiou; and the other three were 
burnt and blown up. General Bnr- 
goyne, who was on board the Royal 
George, went round and landed, with- 
a part of the army, in South Bay, 

in the 



You wiU be pleafed to inform nv 
Lords Commiffioners of the Admi 
ralty, that the rebels having abandoned 
Ticonderoga on the 6th of this 
month, without making any other de- 
fence than from two or three of their 
armed veflels, which fome of our gun- 
boats foon filenced ; i herewith inclofe, 
for their Lordfhips further informa- 
tion, a copy of a letter of the 7th in- and came to Skenefborough 
ftant, from Capt. Lutwedge of his evening 
Majefty's fhip Triton, commanding 
in die naval department on the lakes ; 
who alfo informs me, by letter of the 
18th, which arrived here* this d y, 
that many of our gun-boats were got 
over land into Lake-George ; that 
every thing was going on as well as 
could be wifhed ; and that there was 
every appearance of a fuccefsful cam- 
paign. 



Copy of a letter from Captain Lut- 

nvedge to Captain Pear/on, dated on 
, board the Royal George, off Skenef- 

boroUghy July 7, 1777. 

I have the pleafure to acquaint you, 
that, very early this morning the re- 
bels abandoned TiconJeroga ana 
Mount Independent, leaving behind 
all their artillery, ftores, and a quan- 
tity of provisions. A part of them 
moved off by land (by No. 4) towards 
New England, and the remainder in 
batteaux, with their armed veflels, up 
to Skeneiborough. 

Three Britifh regiments, with the 
Hefle Hanau regiment, and fome gun 
batteaux, moved up the river in pur- 
fuit of them. At nine A. M. the 
Royal George and Inflexible failed 



A great quantity of arms, ftores, 
officers baggage, &c. were deftroyed 
in the batteaux of the rebels*, which 
were burnt with the veflels* From 
the beft intelligence we have, the re- 
bel army is entirely difperfed, and no 
probability of their joining again to 
interrupt the progrefs of our army 
fouthward. 

- Annexed is a lift of the rebel fleet 
taken and deftroyed; and they have 
now no armed veflels of any -kntd'teft. 
I am, Sec, 

SKEFF. LUTWEDGE. 

A lift of 'vejfels taken and deftroyed at 
Skenejboroughy July 6, ^777. 

Trumbull Galley. 2 Eightcen-poun- 
ders. 2 Six-pounders. 6 Four-poun*- 
ders. 4 Two-pounders, and 1 2 Swi- 
vels.— taken. 

Liberty fchooner, laden with powder, 
taken. 

Revengeftoop, burnt and blown trp. 

Gates Galley. 2 Twelve-pounders, 2 
Six-pounders, 3 Four-pounders, 4 
Two-pounders, and 8 Swivels ^ 
burnt and blown up. 

Enterprise Schooner, a provifion vefTel, 

burnt, [London Gazette. 

Extras 
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£xtra3 of a letter from General 
Schuyler to General Washing- 
ton* 

Saratoga, July y y 1777. 
Dear Sir, 

Soon after I had difpatched the 
letter, which I did myfeif the honour 
to addrefs to your Excellency from 
Stillwater, I met with Lieut. Colonel 
Hay, Deputy Quarter-mafter Gene- 
ral, who was at Ticonderoga : he in- 
forms me, that on Saturday, it had 
been agreed upon to retreat from Ti- 
conderoga and Mount Independence ; 
that between two and three o'clock 
Sunday morning, General St. 



) 



on 

Cfcrir, with the reft of the General 
Officers and the army, marched out 
of the lirtes at Mount Independence; 
that Col. Long, with about 600 men, 
embarked on board our few veflels, 
and. in batteaux ; that juft before 
they arrived at Skene fborough, they 
were overtaken by the enemy's ve& 
fels, in which we loft all our ammu- 
nition. 

The troops under Col, Long are 
arrived at Fort Ann ; where Gen. 
St. Clair is with the main body, I 
v have not yet learned. Col. Hay 
imagined he would come by the way 
of Skenefborough ; iffo, he will fall 
in with the enemy, who have taken 
pofleflion there. Capt. Duntignore, 
who is juft arrived here', confirms Col. 
Hay's account, except as to Gen. St. 
Clair, who, he underftood, was to 
march to' No. 4 ; this is not likely., 
I have difpatched an officer to meet 



Philadelphia, July 11. 
Copy of a letter from General St. 
Clair to Congrefs, dated Fort Ed- 
ward, July 14, 1777. 

Sir, 
Congrefs may proably think it ex- ' 
traordinary that io much time fhould 
have elapfed before they heard from 
me, after a ftep of fuch confequence, 
as the evacuation of the polls that 
had been intrufled to my care ^ 
but it was not in my power to write 
whilft on the march to this place. I 
am forry to find that my letter to 
General Schuyler, the night the eva- 
cuation took place, has not come to 
his hands, as for want of that, though 
he has doubtlefs informed Congrefs 
of the matter, he coujd not give them 
the reafons that induced it. They 
were thefe : 

Seeing that the pofts of Ticonde- 
roga and Mount Independence were 
nearly invefted, and having intelli- 

fence by my fpies that they would 
e completely fo in 24. hours, when 
we fhould be cut off from all pollibi- 
lity of fuccour, • that the batteries of 
the enemy were ready to open, and 
the whole of our encampment on the 
Ticonderoga fide expofed to their 
fire ; confideriug at the fame time the " 
weaknefs of the garrifon, that the 
effective numbers were not fufficient 
to man one half of the works, and 
that confequently the whole mult be 
upon conftant duty, which they could 
not poffibly long fuftain, and that of 
cowfe, the places, with the garrifon, 



General St. Clair, and requefted that . muft inevitably, in a very few days 



he fhould march by the fhorteft rout 
10 Fort Edward. As I have related 
the above from memory, I may have 
omitted fome, and mifapprehended 
other circumftances. It is impoffibje 
to fay what poit we fhall take ; it de- 
pends on the rout the enemy mean 
\o purfue. 

Publifhed by order of the Congrefs, 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 



fall into the enemy's hands, I faw 
no alternative but endeavouring to 
evacuate tfiem, and bring off the ar- 
my ; whereupon I called the General 
Officers together, to take their fenti- 
ments : they weae unanimouily of* 
opinion, that the places fhould be 
evacuated, without the leaft lofsvof 
time, and it was accordingly fetaboNit 
that night, the 5 th inftant. After 
embarking in boats as much of our 
cannon, proviiions, and ftcires, a$ 

wai* 
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wa5 poflihle, with the boats which 
wcce- ordered to Skeenfborough, I 
fent Col. Long, an a:\ive, dihgent f/ 
and good officer, to take the . com T 
xnand there, with his regiment and 
the invalids, until I mould join him 
with the army, which was to march 
to* that place by Caflleton. The 
body of the army reached Caftleton 
the next evening, 30 miles from Ti- 
copderoga, ancf i 2 from Skeenfbo- 
rojigh ; but the r&ar guard y under 
thj command of Col. Warner, which, 
with the ftragglers and infirm, 
amounted to near 1230, flopped ihort 
*at ( that place fix miles, and were next 
morning attacked by a ftrong de- 
tachment the enemy had fent to hang 
up ; on our rear, and retard our march. 
Twq regiment ^\ militia, who had 
left- us the evenly; beforehand had 
halted, about two miles from Col,. 
AAfarner, were immediately ordered to 
his affitfance, but to my great fur- 
prize they marched dirc&ly down to 
mp; at the fame time 1 received in- 
formation that the enemy were in 
pojITeffion of Skeeniborough, and had 
cut oJFafl our boats and armed vef- 
ifet$. This obliged me to change my 
rout£* . tliat I might not be put be- 
twixt two fires, and at the fame time 
beable to bring off Col. Warner, to 
wfcom I fent orders,, if he found the 
enemy too ftrong, to retreat to Rut- 
land, c where he would find me to co- 
ver ,lum,, that place Iy}ng nearly at 
annual diftance from both. Before 
my orders reached him, his party was 
difiparfed, after having for a con- 
figurable time fuflained a very warm 
engagement, in which the enemy fuf- 
feredfo much, that they purfusd but a 
/mall diftance. Our lofs I cannot af- 
certain, but believe it does not exceed 
40 killed and <woupded. About 200 of 
the pifty have joined me at Rutland 
anfl ftnee, but great numbers of them 
areiiill miffing, and I fufpeft have 
goi down to New-England by the 
Way qf Number Four. After a very 
fatiguing march of {even days, in 
w^icjj the army fuffered much from 



bad weather and want of. proyifions, 
I joined General Schuyler the 12th 
inftant. 

It was my,original plan to retreat 
to this place, that I might be betwixt 
General Burgoyne an4 the inhabi- 
tants, and, that the militia might 
have fomething in this quarter, to col- 
left to. It is now effected;, and the 
militia are coming in, fo that I have : 
the mpftfanguine hopes that the pro- 
grefs of the enemy will bt cocked, 
and I may yet have the fatisfacuon to 
experience, that although I have loll 
a faft, I have eventually /ayed a 
State. Perhaps I may be cenfured^ 
by thofe who are unacquainted with 
the t fituation I was in, for no£ cal- 
ling the militia fooner to mjf, affift- 
ance. I think I informed Concrete 
that I could, not do that fqrwajttpf 
prpvifionsj and as foon.su I go^t a 
fupply 1 did call for them, and was 
joinJed by near goq the day before the 
evacuation, but theycamqfroni k ome , 
fo ill provided, that they could not, t 
nor did noc, propofe to flay withs me 
but a few days. The two MaiTachu- 
fetjts regiments of militia likewiie, 
which compofed part of the gstfrifoa*. 
gave me . notice that their time, ex-, 
pifed in two days, and they intended 
then to go home, hi yajn did I beg .,» 
of their officers to exert every-infla- 
enqe they had over the^a. ; and iff om 
their, . fubfequent behaviour, I am 
fu|ly perfuaded the officers, are moil 
to blame. They kept with me* how 7 
ever, for two days ori*#ie march,; but 
their conduct was fo licentious and 
disorderly, and theirexampje begin^, 
ning to afi-ecl the Continental troops, 
I was conftrained to fend them off.* 

Enclofed is a copy of the Council 
, of .war, in which you will find the 
. principles upon which the retreat was 
undertaken. As I found all the Ge- 
neral Officers fo fully of opinion,, 
that it fhould be done immediately, 
I forbore to mention to thetti many 
circumftances which might have in- 
jfluenced them, and which I fhould 
have laid before them had they been 

Of 
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of different fentiments ; for I was, 
and fjdll am, fo firmly convinced of 
the neceffity, as well as the propriety 
of it N that I believe I mould have 
ventured upon it, had they been 
every one againft it. 

I have the utmoft confidence in the 
candour of Congrefs ; and perfuade 
myfelf, notwithftanding the lofs they 
have fuftained, when they have im- 
partially confidered that I was ported 
with little more than 2000 men in a 
place that required 1 0,000 to defend 
it, that thefe 2000 were ill equipped, 
and worfe armed, not above one bay- 
onet in ten, an arm eflential in the 
defence of lines : that with thefe 
2000 I have made good a retreat 
from under the nofe of an army at 
leaft four times their number, and 
have them now betwixt the enemy 
and the country, ready to aft againft 
them, that my conduct will appear 
at leaft not deferving cenfure. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

Ar. St, Clair. 

P. S. The enemy's force, from the 
bell accounts, is 3500 Britifh, 4000 
Brunfwkk and Hefle Hanau, 200 
Indians, and 200 Canadians. 
The Hon. John Hancock, Efq. 

At a Council of General Officers held 
at Ticonderoga^ July $> '777 > 
prefent Major-general St. Clair y 
Brigadier-general De Roche Fcr- 
mcy, Brigadier-general Poor, Bri- 
gadier-general Patter/on, and Co- 
lonel Commandant Long* 
General St. Clair reprefented to 
the Council, that as there is reafon 
to believ£ that the batteries of the 
enern^ are ready to open upon the 
Ticondcroga fide, and that the camp 
is very much expofed to their fire, 
and to be enfiladed on all quarters, 
and as there is alfo reafon . to expect 
an attack upon Ticonderoga and 
Mount Independence at the fame 
time, in which . cafe neither could 
draw any fupport from the other, he 
defires their opinion, whether it would 
be moA proper to remove the tents 



to the low ground, where they would 
be lefs expofed, and wait the attack 
at the Ticonderoga lines ; or whether 
the whole of the troops ihould be 
drawn over to Mount Independence, 
the more effectually to provide for 
the defence of that poft ? 

At the fame time the General beg- 
ged leave to inform them, that the 
whole of our force confided of 2089 
effective rank and file, including 124 
artificers unarmed, betides the corps of 
artillery, and about 900 militia that 
have joined us, and cannot flay but 
a few days. 

The Council were unanimoufly of 
opinion, that it is impoffible with 
our force to defend Ticonderoga and 
Mount Independence, and that the 
troops, cannon, and ftores, fhould be 
removed this night, if poflible, to 
Mount Independence. 

2d. Whether, after the division of 
the army at Ticonderoga have re- 
treated to ' Mount Independence, we 
, fhall be in a fituation to defend that 
poft; or, in cafe it cannot be de- 
fended, if a retreat into the country 
will be practicable ? 

The Council are unanimoufty of' 
opinion, that as the enemy have al- 
ready nearly furrounded us, and there 
remains nothing more to inveft us 
completely, but their occupying the 
neck of land betwixt the lakes and 
the eaft creek, which is not more 
than three quarters of a mile over, 
and poffeffing themfelves of the Nar- 
rows betwixt ns and Skeenfborough, 
and thereby cutting off all communi- 
cation with the country, a retreat 
ought to be undertaken as foon as 
poffible, and that we (hall be very 
fortunate to effect it. 

A. St. Clair, Maj. Gen. 
De Roche Fermoy, B.G. 
Signed, Enoch Poor, B. G. 

John Patterson, B. G. 
Col. Commandant Long., 
A true copy taken from the original. 
Isaac Budd Dunn, A. D. C. 

Published by order of Congrefs, 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 
The 
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The New-York Gazette contains the 
following apology, written by a 
General Officer in the Northern 
army, for the evacuation af Ticon- 
deroga. 

Our force confided of about 4000 
men, including the corps of artillery 
and artificers, who were not armed ; 
a considerable part of which were mi- 
litia ; we could not bring above 3000 
fit for duty into the field ; General 
Burgoyne came againft us with 8000 
healthy, fpirited troops, with a lake 
force confiiling of three 50 gun fhips, 
or under, mounting fourteen brafs 
24. pounders ; two thirteen inch mor- 
tars, a number of howitzers, feveral 
{loops, gun-boats, &c. Sec. 

Their ftrength being fo very fupe- 
rior to ours, obliged us to tamely fit 
frill, and fee them erect batteries all 
around us, without hazarding a fally ; 
two batteries were erected in front of 
our lines, on higher ground than 
ours, within half a mile ; on our left, 
they had taken port on a very high 
hill overlooking all , our works ; our 
right would have been commanded by 
their (hipping and batteries they had 
erected on the other fide the lake, 
that our lines at Ticonderoga would 
have been of no fervice, and we muft 
have inevitably abandoned them in a 
few days after their batteries opened, 
which would have been the next 
morning. We then fhould have been 
neceflitated to retire to Fort Indepen- 
dence; the confequence of which, I 
conceive, would have been much 
worfe than the mode adopted; for 
the moment we had left * Ticonde- 
roga Fort, they could fend their {hip- 
ping by us, and prevent our commu- 
nication with Skeenfborough; then 
. the only avenue to Fort Independence 
would ha\*e been by a narrow neck of 
land leading from the Mount to the 
Grants ; to this neck they had almoft 
cut a road, a day more would have 
compleated it. A few troops fta- 
tioned at Ticonderoga would have 
prevented our communication with 



Lake George, as our own work* 
would have been againft us. Their 
fhif>ping would have 1 destroyed our 
connection with Skeenfborough, and 
their main body might have been 
placed on this neck of land, who, 
by a few works, might have pre- 
vented all fupplies and reinforce- 
ments; we might have (laid at the 
Mount as long as our provifions 
would have fupported us ; we had 
flour for thirty days, and meat fuffi- 
cient only for a week. Under thefe 
circumftances General St. Clair, on 
the i6th,inftant, called a Council of 
War, and an evacuation was accord- 
ingly agreed upon, as the only means 
of faving the army from captivity. 
It was neceffary alio that our retreat 
mould be precipitate, as the commu- 
nication was almoft cut off, and they 
would fooa be apprized of our defigns. 

Philadelphia j Jug, 6. On the 29th 
ult. the Congrefs met, and came to 
the following refolutions : 

Refolved, That an enquiry be 
made into the reafons of the evacu- 
ation of Ticonderoga and Mount 
Independence, and into the conduct 
of the General Officers who were m 
the Northern department at the time 
of the evacuation. 

That a Committee be appointed to 
digeft and report the mode of con- 
dueling the enquiry. 

July 30. Refolved, That Major- 
general St. Clair, who commanded 
at Ticonderoga and Mount Indepen- 
dence, forthwith do repair to Head 
Quarters. 

Auguft i. Refolved, That Major- 
general Schuyler be directed to repair 
to Head Quarters. * 

That General Wafhington be di- 
rected to order fuch General Officer 
as he fhall think proper, immediately 
to repair to the Northern department, 
to relieve General Schuyler in his 
command there. 

That Brigadier Poor, Brigadier 

Patterfon, and Brigadier Roche de 

Fermoy, 
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Fe'rittoy*, be dire&ed* to repair to 
Head Quarters. 

Juguft 3. Refolved, That General 
Washington be directed to order the 
Genera! whom he fhall judge proper, 
to relieve Gen. Schuyler in his com- 
mand, to repair with all poffible ex- 
pedition to the Northern department, 
giving him directions what number 
of the militia to call in from the 
States pf New-Hampfhire, Mafla- 
$hufetts - Bay, Connecticut* New- 
York, New-Jerfey, and Pennfyl- 
vania. , 

That notice be immediately fent 
to the executive powers of the faid 
States, and that they be earneftly re- 
quested to get the militia in thofe 
parts of their refpe&ive States moft 
contiguous to the Northern depart- 
ment, ready to march at a moment's 
warning, and to fend with all pof- 
fible expedition fuch parts of them as 
the General commanding in the Nor- 
thern department fhall require, to 
ferve till the 15th of November, if 
not fooner relieved by Continental 
troops, or difmifled by the Com- 
manding Officer of the department, 
and be entitled to Continental pay 
and rations. 

That the Commanding Officer in 
the Northern department have dif- . 
cretionary power to make requifitions 
in the States aforefaid, from time to 
time, forfuch additional numbers of 
the milita to ferve in that depart- 
ment as he fhall judge necefiary for 
the public fervice. 

Whereas it is reprefented to Con- 
grefs, that Gen. Wafhington is of 
opinion, that the immediate recall 
of all the Brigadiers from the Nor- 
thern department may be productive 
of inconvenience to the public fer* 
vice; 

Refolved, That the order of Con . 
grefs of the firft day of this month, 
refpe&ing the Brigadiers, be fuf- 
pended until General Wafhington 
fliall judge it may be carried into ef* 
fret with fafetyt 



Refolved, That Congrefs hive a 
juft fenfe of the merit of Lieutenant 
Col. Meigs, and the officers and men 
under his command, who dillinguifh- 
ed their prudence, a&ivity, enter- 
prize, and valour in the late expedi- 
tion to Long-Ifland ; and that an 
elegant fword bef provided by the 
Commiflary-general of military ftores, 
and prefented to Lieutenant-colonel 
Meigs. 

Refolved, That Congrefs have a 
juft fenfe of the gallant behaviour of 
Lfeutenant-coldnel Barton of a mili- 
tia regiment of the State of Rhode- 
Ifland and Providence Plantation, 
and the brave officers and men of hi$ 
party, who diftinguifhed their valour 
and addrefs in making plifoners of 
Major-general Prefcott of the Britifh 
army/ and Major William Barring- 
ton, his Aid de Camp : and that an 
elegant fword be provided* by the 
CommifTary-general of military ftores, 
and prefented to Lieutenant-colonel 
Barton. Extract from the minutes. 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 

Whitehall Sept. 24, 1777. 
Copy of a letter from Lieutenant-ge- 
neral Burgoyne to Lord George Ger- 
maine, dated Head Quarters upon 
Hudfon*s Ri*ver t near Fort Ed- 
ward, July 30, 1777,, received 
this day By the Silver Eel ordnance 
tran/port from Quebec* 

My Lord, 
By my difpatch of the 1 ith inftanr, 
committed to the care of Capt. Gard- 
ner, my Aid de Camp, I had the hc- 
nour to inform your Lordfhip of the 
fuccefsful prpgrefs which had then 
been made by the army under my 
command. 

Although the continued retreat of 
the enemy from one poft to another 
fince that period has prevented any 
material action, I think the bare date 
of a letter from Hudfon's River mat- 
ter of intelligence not to be deferred : 
and I take this occafion to give your 
Lordfhip the further fatisfaclion of 
Z z * knowing 
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knowing, that the march hither, 
though fcarce a day parted without 
firing, was effe&ed without any lofs 
of the regulars. A few wounds only 
were received by the Indians and 
Provincials. The lofles of the enemy, 
including killed and prifoners in the 
feveral ikirmifhes, amount to about 
300 men. 

The toil of the march was great, 
but fupported with the utmoft alacrity. 
The country being a wildernefs in 
almoft every part of the pafiage, the 
enemy took the means of cutting large 
timber trees on both fides the road, 
fo as to fall acrofs and lengthways, 
with the branches interwoven. The 
troops had not only layers of thefe to 
remove, in places where it was impof- 
fible to take any other direction, but 
alfo they had above forty bridges to 
t conftruct, and others to repair, one 
of which was of log work over a mo- 
fafs two miles in extent. 

I was- not unapprized that great 
part of thefe difficulties might nave 
been avoided by falling back from 
Skeenfborough to Ticonderoga by 
water* in order to take the more 
commodious route by Lake George. 
But befides wiflting to prevent the 
effect which a retrogade motion often 
Jias, to abafe the pannic of an enemy, 
I confidered that the natural confe- 
rence would be a refinance, of de- 
lay at leaf!, at Fort George ; where, 
as the retreat was open, the enemy 
could wait, fecurely, the preparation 
of batteries, or at leaft a landing in 
force for the purpofe of inveltment. 
. The iflue has jufHfied my perfe- 
verance. The garrifon of Fort 
George, in manifeft danger of being 
cut otf by the direct movement from 
Skeenefborough to Hudfon's River, 
took the meafure I expected of aban- 
doning the fort, and burning the 
veflels, thereby leaving the lake en 
tirely free. A detachment of the 
King's troops from Ticonderoga, 
which I had ordered to be ready for 
that event, with a great embarkation 



of provifion, paffed the lake on the 
fame day that I took poflefuon of this 
communication by land : and I have 
the happinefs upon the whole to find, 
that the neceflaries for continuing 
the progrefs of the army are more for- 
ward in point of time than they could 
have been by any other means. 

The enemy is at prefent in force 
near Saratoga, where they profefs an 
intention of Handing a battle, and 
they have drawn a iupply of artillery 
from New-England for that purpofe. 
The King's troops are employed in 
bringing forward from Fort George, 
provifions, batteaux artillery, and 
other materials neccflary for proceed- 
ing. I have the honour to be, &c. 
J. Buhgoyne. 
Admiralty-Office, Sept. 24, 1777. 
Extra& of a letter from Capt. Pear- 
fon, of bis Majefty y s Jhip the Gar- 
landy to Mr. Stephens, dated off 
Quebec the 1 2 th of Augufi, 1777, 
received this day by the Silver Eel 
ordnance tratt/port. 
By the lalt accounts from Gen. 
Burgoyne's army, dated ' the 2d in- 
ftant, they were encamped at and 
near Fort Edward ; which place the 
rebel army a few days before aban- 
doned, and were then retiring to- 
wards Saratoga. General Arnold has 
lately joined and now commands their 
Northern army : he brought with 
him twelve pieces of braft cannon, 
wifti which it is expected he means 
to make a Hand at Saratoga. Gen. 
Burgoyne, with his army, all well, 
and in great fpirits, purpofed march 
ing on the cth, to attack them. 

Admiralty -Office, Sept 27, 1777. 
The following letter from Lieut. 
Bazely, Commander of his Majefty's 
cutter the Alert, to Mr, Stephens, 
was this day received : 

Sir, Plymouth, Sept. 24, 1777- 
I have the pleafure to acquaint 
you of my arrival here, . having met 
with the Lexington brig, armed by 
the American Conerefs, with 16 
four pounders, 12 fwivels, and 84, 

men, 
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men, commanded by Henry John- 
ilone, (late mailer of the Yankee 
privateer, who made his efcape from 
the Mars at Blackitakes in Septem- 
ber, 1776) which I took the 19th 
inftant, W. b. S. J4 leagues from 
Ufhant, two days from Morlaix, 
bound to Bofton with difpatches for 
Congrefs, which were thrown over- 
' board. 

I gave chace at five in the morn- 
ing, and came up with him at half 
paft feven, had a clofe engagement 
till ten, when he bore up and made 
fail : as ipon as I got my rigging to 
rights, again gave chace, and came 
up with him at half paft one, renewed 
the action till half part two, when he 
ilruck* I have been fo fortunate as 
to have had only z men killed and 
3 wounded, one of which is fince 
dead, with my malt, rigging, and 
* fails much cu{ and damaged. 

The lofs on the rebels fide is 7 
men killed and 1 1 wounded : in the 
former are the Mailer and Lieutenant 
of Marines; in the latter, the ftrft 
Lieutenant and gunner; with her 
rigging* ma ft ana &ils, much da- 
maged. 

It blowing itrong eafterly the night 
of the 20th, with a large fwell and 
thick weather, I parted company ; 
but am in expectation of her arrival 
in this port every hour. 

I am to beg you will acquaint 
their Lordlhips with the very gallant 
behaviour of my officers and people 
on this occalion. I am, Sir, your very 
humble fervant, John Bazelv. 

N. B. The Lexington arrived in 
the Downs the 25 th inflant, and is 
put into Dover to repair her damages. 

The Alert had . j o carriage guns, 

four pounders, 10 fwivels, and 60 

. men. [London Giyutfe, 

r ■ !■ ! I I — q- —p-W ■ 

Lo7idon y J$?tguft 27. 

Monday night arrived from New-r 

York, the Lord Shuldham armed 

veflel, with Lieut. General Heifter, 

.and two or three other officers in the 



Heffian corps. This veflel left New- 
York on the 29th of July, and brings 
advice, that Lord and General Howe, 
with the fleet and army, failed from 
Sandy Hook on the 24th of July, 
and fleered away to the fouthward. 
It. is not certainly known where they 
are gone; but it is generally fup- 
pofed at New- York, that General 
Howe intends going up Chefapeak- 
Bay, and to march towards Lancaiter, 
. in order to get between Gen. WaiH- 
ington and his principal magazines ; 
and that General Howe's defign in 
thismeafure, is, to bring Gen.Waih- 
ington out of Jerfey, arid oblige him 
to rife a battle to protect his maga- 
zines. This fhip brings further ad- 
vice, that General Wafhington up<m 
hearing of Ticonderoga being taken, 
had detached three thoufand men to 
fupport the Northern army; tke 
King's troops while in Jerfey, were 
exceedingly fatigued with fevere 
duty, and in their retreat were ex- 
ceedingly harraffed. In the two Jail 
ikirmiihes they had the advantage at 
firft, but were finally repulfed. It 
is the prevailing opinion in General 
Howe's army, that the engineers in 
the American army, are all French 
and Germans. General Howe is 
greatly chagrined at being obliged 
to leave Jerfey: it was the darling 
wiih of his heart to march through 
Jerfey to Philadelphia ; his mortifi- 
cation is greater than can be cx- 
prefled. Though no one can tell 
where .General Howe intenfb to go, 
it is certain he does not take more 
than thirteen thoufand. men, effective, 
with him. Wherever he intends to 
land, it is not probable he will meet 
with any opposition from General 
Wafhington, and therefore that he 
may ravage, and defolate the coun- 
try, for a Httle while, with impu-* 
nity; plunder farms, burn villages, 
Sec, but all this is no permanent ad- 
vantage. The country force will be 
collected, an,d he will be again driven 
to his mips. There is not a feniible 
Z z a man 
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man in the army in America, who 
docs not now reprobate all the notions 
and nonfenfe of conquering that im- 
men/e country, 

London, Aug, 29. General Heifter 
< is fo much offended with our Mini- 
fby, or military, or both, that he 
has requeued to go home, and to be 
excufed coming to London ; which 
was granted. 

London, September 9. The real truth 
. brought by tranfports and other pri- 
vate vefTels from America, from time 
to time, never leaks out till fome days 
after their arrival. The minifterial 
runners are fo eager to circulate their 
fart of the ftory, that the reft is not 
attended to, till the falfe glare of 
the firft tale is pretty well over ; and 
then a few of the thinking part of 
. mankind begin to enquire a little 
further. In this fituation exactly, 
ftand the laft accounts from New- 
York and Canada, " The minifterial 
runners have had their day : and they 
have made the mod of every parti- 
cular, that could be twifted in favour 
of their party. The Americans have 
very few friends in England. The 
very extenfive influence of corrup- 
tion, and the very general prevalence 
of the fafhionable vices of the age, 
have almoft extinguished that love 
of -truth, which was, till lately, the 
warmefl paflion in an Englishman's 
breajt. However, though the charge 
is juft, and pretty generally acknow- 
ledged to be fo, there is yet a very 
refpe&able body of men in this coun- 
try, who are an exception to it. To 
thefe therefore, the following truths 
are addrefTed: — 

General Howe left New- York full 
of anxiety, grief, and vexation. 
The Scotch, in the army, had form- 
ed themfeves into a faction ; and 
were full of complaints againft him, 
■ pretendedly for not fighting Mr. 
Wafhington, but really becaufe they 
expected great plunder in marching 
through Jerfey. Their example has 
infe&ed the Englilh foldiery : the 



army in general is become a banditti 
of robbers. General Howe has re- 
peatedly attempted to check this dif- 
order : and to this is to be afcribed 
the illiberal abufe daily poured out 
againft him, in the feveral prints un- 
der minifterial direction by the dif- 
ferent Court writers, who are kept 
in conftant pay, for this and other 
dirty purpofes. Everybody remem- 
bers the daily abufe here, upon Ge^ 
neral Gage while he was at Bofton. 
The Scotch in America, and the 
Scotch in England perfectly under- 
ftand each other. General Howe 
wifhed to have waited at New-York 
till the arrival of General Robertfon 
from England ; by whom he expected 
orders, or at leaft very inttrefting ad- 
vices. But the Scotch were clamo- 
rous. He was afraid- to difoblige 
them. He knew their influence at 
home. He embarked on the 23d of 
July, at the moment he wifhed to 
have waited for the arrival of Gene- 
ral Robertfon. General Howe kept 
the object of his expedition as fecret 
as poflible, and in order to deceive 
the American General, he, on the 
22d of July, fent a floating battery, 
and fpme tranfports up the North 
River; but they came down again 
time enough to fail at the tail of die 
fleet. However this feint had its 
intended effect ; for on the 24th Gen. 
Wafhington detached a large body 
of his army over the North River. 
General Howe intended to have 
left at New- York only 3000 men, 
and had actually embarked all the 
reft of the army, to go on the expe- 
dition to Chefapeak-Bay, when a re^ 
prefentation .was made by General 
Clinton, that 3000 men were not 
fufficient for the defence of New- 
York, that if the Provincial officers 
knew what they ought to do, they 
would attack New- York, Sec, upon 
which General Howe ordered 6000 
men to be difembarked and fent to 
New- York for the certain fecurity of 
that place. 
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-Copy, of .a letter ^from Ne<w-¥ork, 
dated, July i, 1777. 
«' You charge me, and other well- 
wifhers to a reconciliation, with want 
of activity in that defireable object. 
The itake I hold in this country, has 
not left me an idle fpectator. I have 
contributed my fmall powers in fe- 
veral ways to this reiteration, and 
would to God I could fee it effected. 
Peace we may have ; that is, armieS 
may ceafe to defolate the country. 
,But funply not being at war, falls 
ftiort of the terms . we ought to be 
upon : for where all amity is dead, 
all intercourfe, but on compulfton, I 
fear, is at an end. . How far it will 
be either to the intereft, or in the 
power of Great-Britain, to hold this 
Continent on fuch terms, is, at pre- 
fent beyond my forefight. You have 
long been pofTeiTed of my fentiments, 
with refpect to the oppofition made, 
the provocation, &c. and the condi- 
tions I have recommended, at fome 
rifque to myfelf. The unconditional 
fubmiffion you require, if made, is 
the leafl likely to be binding. Where 
want of power, and not of will, to 
refift, are , the terms, the tenor of 
your fecurity will be very frail. You 
are no ftranger to the divided opinions 
that reigned, when that important 
fubject of independence was agitated. 
The tempting circumftance of an en- 
larged commerce, %o a country whofe 
exiftence is trade, has daggered many, 
whofe inclinations then oppofed it. 
I can aver thefe ideas have been 
created by the effects of the war, and 
never before exifted. However, to 
juftify the meafures taken, you af- 
fert, was <he original defign of the 
Colonies ; many, therefore, wifh the 
eftablifhment of this independence, 
who affect publicly to oppofe it. This 
unconditional fubmiffion is the fatal 
rock that our hopes are fplit upon. 
Could your honour, or dignity, or 
perfonal refentment, have conde- 
fcended to have been explicit, and 
propofed terms Iefs fevere, muck 



might have been done. No concef- 
fions, no terms to the difhonour of 
England, were wifhed for ; we muft 
have degraded ourfelves in the very 
act. A large field was open, oa 
which the important fubject of peace 
might have been difcuffed, without 
the fmalleft facrifice to your pride of 
power or dignity, that feather io many 
millions have been fpent to keep up. 
A few ages hence will read the his- 
tory of this war with as little faith, as 
we do that of Titans. Hiitory may 
relate, without credit, the difgrace- 
ful ftory, that Britons, who pride 
themfelves for humanity in their wars, 
have, againft people united to them 
by fo many ties, employed wretches 
who difgrace their Creator. You 
will, I know, retort, that you only 
imitated our endeavours. If the, 
charge is juft, there is no fimilitude 
in the confequences. But a flrict 
neutrality has been recommended 
here. Had they been employed in 
the American armies, their rage, aad 
dreadful manner of making war, 
could only have been oppofed to men, 
to men in arms, for only fuch could 
have appeared as enemies ; but where 
they are, the large fcene they, have 
to act in, will prefent numberlefs 
objects to their infernal ra.ge, as be- 
ing connected with thofe in oppofi- 
tion. Age, infancy, and fkknefs, 
women, children at the breaft, an4 
in the womb, are all, all alike, fub 
ject to their mercilefs fury. The di- 
ftinguifhed honour of admitting thefe 
creatures, has been given to Burgoyne. 
The generous Car let on forbid and re- 
fufed it, clearly convinced he could 
fubdue armies without courage, dif- 
cipline, cloathing, &c. &c. in fhort, 
deftitu'e of things neceflary to make 
them in any degree formidable to 
veteran troops, in the full enjoyment 
of every thing the others wanted* 
Figure to yourfelf an Englifh Gene- 
ral, furrounded by his fuite, receiv- 
ing from the hands of an Indian 
Chief, befmeared with . blood, the 
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fbs^ps of an hundred defencelefs wo- 
men -and innocent children, torn half 
4leai from them ; for to kill out- 
Tight, is a mercy they (always) have 
neither time nor inclination to give. 
Blood thus fpilt, is to cement our 
-future union. Thefe are the acts 
hj which confidence is to be regain- 
ed. I am fick of the fubjeft. Re- 
flect—Great-Britain is not the only 
fpower in the world, and be wife in 
4i«ie," 

New-York, Aug. 8. For fome time 
paft the demand fur goods of all forts, 
and the high prices given For them 
has made the fortunes of thofe who 
brought out cargoes with them. This 
lucrative traffic has been confined to 
a few favourites/ chiefly Scotchmen* 
Jt was thought the Britifh Prohibi- 
tory Act would have prevented the 
arrival, in America, of all Britifh 
^oods ; but fo far from it, that Act 
has thrown the *wbole trade into the 
hands of a few, who make a monoply 
ef it. But the departure of the fleet 
and army, which has carried off 
24,000 people, foldiers, failors, and 
•attendants, together with a procla- 
' mat ion iffued out, prohibiting all in- 
tercourfe with the Jerfeys, has made 
trade very dull of late ; however, 
-■aaany of thofe who came out lately, 
• *nd have not got their cargoes fold, 
are reihippi ng their goods, to be 
ready to fail whenenever intelligence 
•arrives of Sir William Howe having 
■ made good his landing, where they, 
intend to difpofe of their goods to 
•great advantage. Frefh provisions 
-are exceedingly fcarce and dear, beef 
is. od. fterling a pound, . and other 
•^articles in proportion, 
. A letter from Paris, Augnfi 4, 1777. 
" As I find by the lalt ietters from 
'England, that all apprehenfions re- 
specting the ill defigns of France, 
jwere removed by the late order of 
-jhis Court refpecting American pri- 
-vatfeers, I beg leave to inform you 
i ef a few facts, which you will pro- 
fcably think worth publication.— By 



the treaties fubfifting with England, 
France has obliged herfelf to afford 
no aid or fuccour to the- privateers of 
of any nation at war with England ; 
and the eftablifhed laws and marine 
regulations of France forbid the pri- 
vateers of all nations whatever from 
continuing in the ports of this king- 
dom more than 24 hours; thefe laws 
and regulations have been repeatedly 
difpenfed with in favour of the Ame- 
rican rebels, but the doing it is fo 
contrary to the treaties and to the 
neutrality profeffed by the French 
Minifters, that it is impoflible they 
fhould, at any time, upon proper 
application, refufe to order the Ame^ 
ncan privateers out of their harbours, 
unlefs they would have thrown off 
the mafk, and provoked immediate 
hoftilities. When Capt. Wickes firft 
arrived here with Dr, Franklin, no 
notice was taken of him by Lord 
Storinont, and toe was fuffered quietly 
to difpofe of his two prizes, and refit 
for a cruize ; but when he afterv/ards 
brought five other prizes, and among 
them the Lifbon packet-boat, into 
Port L'Orient, the Ambaflador com- 
plained, and Wickes was in confe- 
quence ordered out ; though, it is 
true, the order, like all orders given 
here againftthe Americans, was never 
executed : Wickes therefore leifurely 
fold his prizes, refitted his vefTel, 
and went out upon another cruize, 
after having been joined by the Lex- 
ington and Dolphin privateers ; the 
lait of which, contrary to treaties, 
was armed and fitted out by the 
American Agents at Nantz. When 
Wickes with his little ^uadron again 
returned into the ports of France, 
after having captured eighteen Bri- 
tifh veflels, the infult and the injury 
offered us by France, were thought 
infupportable, and Lord Stormont 
having received inductions' for that 
purpofe, went about the 9th of July 
to Verfailles, and delivered ftrong 
complaints, with threats of returning 
immediately to England, unlefs fa- 
tisfactioa 
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tisfaftion was given, at leaft in re- 
fpeft of the American privateers. 
The French Court not being yet pre- 
pared for war, (thougli Spain appa- 
rently is) and being defirous at leaft 
of putting off hoihlities until their 
feamen mould have returned from 
the fifheries, promifed to inforce an 
obfervance of the eftablifbed regula- 
tion, which allows privateers to ftay 
but 24 hours in the harbours of 
France, and orders were given ac- 
cordingly ; but when thefe orders 
reached St. Maloes and Mo/laix, it 
was found that Wickes and Johnfon 
could not, without great inconve- . 
nience, comply with them ; the for- 
mer, whilft chaced by the Burford 
(hip of war, had, to efcape, thrown 
over all his guns, and fawed three of 
the beams of his fhip afunder ; and 
the veiTels of both were in want of 
careening. To give them time for 
this, and yet fave appearances with 
England, was diincult ; but a rare 
expedient was foon contrived to effeft 
it, which was, to arreft the three pri- 
vateers ; and accordingly Wickes, 
Johnfon and Nicholfon, were made 
to fign parole engagements not to go 
to fea- without the leave of this Go- 
vernment ; fo that they now refit at 
leifure, and as foon as they mall be 
ready for putting to, fea, leave for 
their doing it will doubtlefs be likewife 
ready. In this pretty manner it is 
that we are duped, whilft we even fup- 
pofe ourfelves to have obtained mighty 
cpncetiions from France. But in 
other places the French Miniftry 
have taken no kind of pains even to 
fave appearances. The order ob- 
tained by Lord Stormont required 
not only all privateers, but their 
prizes, to leave the ports of this 
kingdom ; but not one of them has 
obeyed it : on the contrary, all thofe 
fent into NantZj &c. by yVickes's 
fquadron have been unladen and fold ; 
and the fame has been done to the 
Guernfey brig at Cherbourg ; nor 
has any privateer quitted the French 



ports in confequence of the exits* ' 
about which you in England are ex- 
ulting. Cunningham had been long 
ready, and waiting for an opportu- 
nity to efcape the Britifh cruizers, 
who were watching for him ; and the 
Admiralty at Dunkirk even aflifted 
in enabling to deceive and efcape 
them. The General Mifflin privateer 
too is ftill at Breft : fhe arrived there 
foon after the order in queftion had. 
been received ; but, pretending ,to 
be leaky, fhe was not only permitted; 
to ftay and repair, but has been ac- 
tually fupplied with materials out of 
the royal yard there. This privateer 
on her arrival at Breft, faluted the 
Admiral du Chaffault commanding 
there, who, after confulting all his 
officers, returned the falute to the 
flag of the rebel Colonies, thereby 
acknowledging their Independency, 
and infulting Great-Britain in the . 
moft public manner. After this the 
officers of the French fleet dined on 
board the rebel privateer, and in-thear 
excefs of zeal and mirth, as I am 
told, drank fuccefs to the united 
arms of France and America, confu- 
fion to Great-Britain, and other 
laudable toafts ; for which the Bri- 
tifh tars, it is hoped, will one day 
remember them. Thefe facts have 
been obtained from an authentic and 
more than common fource. They 
may enable your readers to judge 
whether England has indeed reafoh 
to be fatisfied with the proceedings 
and fecret defigns of France, efpe- 
cially when it is known and con- 
fidered that uncommon exertions are 
now making here to increafe the na>- 
val force of this nation ; that feveraf 
more frigates, and an additional body 
of troops, are about to be, fent to the 
Weft-Indies; and that the French. 
fifhermen, from fome caufe or other, 
were (if we may believe the account*, 
lately arrived from thofe places) pre- 
paring to return home a month fooncr 
than ufual. 

Extra& 
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E*tra3 of a letter from Paris, dated 

The Court of Loudon have fent 
one'Ambaflador to this capital . The 
Cengrefs of America have fent two 
to France. All have been officially 
received by the Court of Verfailles. 
Ail are equally protected by that 
Court. The difference only amounts 
to this ; that Franklin hath his fecret, 
Stormont his open interviews. In 
other refpecls the. advantage is on the 
fide of the Americans. Stormont 
hath iecured Maurepas, the Ameri- 
cans are favoured by the Queen. 
Hence the Emperor had a very-long, 
although private interview with Doc- 
tor Franklin, whilft he only deigned 
to notice Stormont in the circle. 
This is a fail. Let authority deny 
it, and it (hall be proved to the eter- 
nal infamy of your Minifters. 
Ext raft of a letter from Paris, 
Jug, 20. 

" I congratulate you on the pleaf- 
ing change of affairs, in regard to 
your nation. By the fpirited refclu- 
tion of Lord Stormqnt, orders have 
been iftued at all the fea-ports of 
France not to permit the American 
privateers to difpofe of their prizes in 
this kingdom, nor permit them to re- 
main in any of the ports longer than 
24 hours. Orders have likewife 
been iflued to inform the merchants, 
that if they directly or indirectly afltft 
the Americans with (lores, &c. they 
are to take the riik of their ladings, 
as no protection will be given them 
by the Crown of France ; and Lord 
Stormont has declared, that every 
French (hip which. fhall be taken by 
the Englifh cruizers, bound to any 
of the American ports with any kind 
of merchandize, to aflift the Ameri- 
cans, will be deemed lawful prizes 
by the Court of Great-Britain.'* 
Extract of a letter from a Gentleman 

at Par : s to his friend, an American 

merchant at Nantz. 
/■ ■■ 'Tis with the greateft pleafure 
in the world that I can allure you. 



notwithstanding the public profeflion^ 
extorted from our Minifters by Lord 
Stormont's remonftrances, that the 
real intentions of our Court are in 
favour of the Americans. The great 
benefit which France enjoys from 
the commerce of the Colonies, who* 
pour all their treafures into its lap, 
ought not nor cannot be rejected or 
(lighted. 

This kingdom flourifhes by ex- 
changing its commodities for thofe of 
America ; and the fale of mips and 
cargoes continually brought into our 
harbours, gives fuch a life and fpirit 
to our merchants and traders, that 
our Governors are too wife not to 
cherifh this traffick for their own 
fakes. Be not then alarmed at the 
orders iflued againft the American 
privateers, who are commanded to 
leave our (ea-ports in 24 hours. 
Time, under various pretences, will 
always be allowed 10 difpofe of 
prizes, &c. 

[It is a certain, and notorious ■ 
Fact, that not one of the American 
privateers failed out of any of the 
French ports, inconfequence of thefe 
orders ; and that not one prize, or 
ve(Tel taken by the American priva* 
teers, has been refufed admittance 
into any of the French ports* in con- 
fequence of thefe orders.] 

LtmdoHy Sept. 10. Several French 
veflels having been taken by the-Bri- 
tiih cruizers lately, upon a fuppo- 
fition that, thofe vefiels were carrying 
arms, and other (lores and goods, to 
the afliftance of the Americans, the 
French Court have complained of 
thefe proceedings, and claimed their 
veflels ; our Court have refolved 
" To reftore the French veflels ;" 
and orders are given accordingly. 

London, Sept, 1 1 . Authentic in- 
formation from France has been re- 
ceived, that the Clarendon, and 
Hanover Packet, two rich (hips from 
Jamaica for, London, have been 
taken by two American privateers, 
who have carried them into Nan tz. 

As 
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As feoii as this inrorniatiori arrived, 
ficefton Long, Efoi waited upori 
Lord North oh the Subject, the car- 
goes or principal part being configned 
to him and Go; Lord North could 
do nothing in the affair j but referred 
him to Lord Weymouth. This noble 
Lord feemedr to rejoice ^at the infor- 
matiori ; and told Mr. Long he was 
glad to have his intelligence, for he 
wanted Something *f this kind, to 
pufh at this moment; and ordered 
Mr. Long to put his information into 
"writing, with every particular he 
could recollect Mr. Long did foi 
Lord Weymouth lent Mr, Long's 
paper to Lord Stormont. Upon the 
affair being thus dated, and com-* 
plained of, to the French Miniftry, 
they pretended ignorance of the whole 
tranfaftion; made ftrong profeffions 
of the Sincerity of the Kin$, their 
inafter, of his intentions of living in 
perfctt friend/hip with the King of 
Great-Britain ; but required authen- 
tic documents, or teftimonies of 
the fa&s ftated; in order, as they 
Said, to make the neceffary enquiries. 
Lord Stormont, upon receiving thefe 
flattering affurances* was overjoyed. 
But inftead of writing to Lord Wey- 
mouth, he fell* fomehow or other, 
into the little, underhand way of cor- 
responding whh the agent (for Mr. 
Long is but an agent in the whole 
affair) and not with the Minifter. 
He wrote, to Mr. Long* to impower 
him to demand the Slips and car- 
goes; to fend him over to Paris a 
Letter , or Fewer of Attorney, to act 
for him, (Mr. Long) to demand the 
goods, therein marked and Specified ; 
and he would- endeavour to get the 
owners indemnified. Mr. Long, proud 
of his correspondence with the Peer,, 
and nephew of the Earl of Mansfield, 
makes the matter publicly known at 
Lloyd's, upon the Exchange, &c. 
He prepared the Letter of Attorney 
for Lord Stormont, and fent it to his 
Excellency ; but the Marquis de 
Noaillts, at the Court of London; 



did not authenticate it She would not 
affront Lord Stormont So grofsly. 
Thus the matter was taken out of the 
hands of the national Minifters : it 
became a private affair, between Mr* 
Long; and his attorney, Lord Stor- 
mont* The attorney takes it up, and 
proceeds, in his own way, appearing 
as Mr* Long's advocate, claiming 
Mr. Long's goods, through the te- 
dious procefs of the French Courts of 
Law* 

On the 7tn of October, Mr. Long's 
Agent at Nantz waited (as he had 
done many times before On this bu- 
Stnefs) on the Judge of Admiralty 
there, who told him he had at lail re- 
ceived directions to try the caufe of 
the two ihipsind cargoes in quefllon ; 
that the Minifter (the French Mini- 
fter) bad never given a promifk to Lord 
Stormont, to refivre tbefe Jbips and 
cargoes^ but that the matter Jbould be 
tried m the Court of Admiralty at 
Nantz. The Judge alfo acquainted 
* Mr. Long's Agent, that the queftion 
to be tried, was, to wbom did tbey 
belong? That the affair would be a 
work of time ; and defired the Agent 
to prepare > and make a regular ap- 
plication* He added, that one of 
the mips would not be fit to go to Sea 
again.— [The mips were unrigged, 
and lying upon mud at a place call j 
ed Pom bay, in Nantz rivef. Mr. 
Long's Agent allows the crews one 
livre per diem each man*] 

From thefe fa&s, it was obvious to 
all impartial men, that the refiifal 
of the French Miriiftry, to deliver 
the veffels and cargoes, until a. formal 
trial was had, in the Court of Admi- 
ralty at Nantz, for the purpofe of as- 
certaining, as well the claim of the 
captors, as that of Mr< Long, fully 
proved that the French Court conceive 
the Commission, under which the 
captors found the validity of their 
caption, to bave been granted by a 
power competent to tbe ijfuing it. 

London, Nov. 8. The French Go- 
verriment have at laft declared, " The 
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two ftiips, the Clarendon and Han*oer 
Packet* belonging to Mr. Long, 
which were taken and carried into 
Nantzi to be forfeited to the French 
King." This pretence under 1 wbich 
the faid prizes are confiscated in 
France, is the higheft indignity to 
Great JJrirain, and a full acknow- 
ledgment of the Independency of the 
Colonies y for unlefs the Congrefs 
commiffion was allowed a W*tf one, 



however, feeh and repented of theirr 
mifiake in that proceeding, and will 
not again tie up their hands in the 
fame manner. One of the American 
Agents faid a. few days ago, That 
nation would be the *wifeft that firft 
acknowledged the Independency of 
America," 

London, Odober %t% On Sunday/ 
laft a noble Earl arrived in town 
from France. The intelligence this 



no capture finder it comIo* alter the pro- Nobleman brings of the ilate of pub> 
ferty of ,tho(e fhlps '; nor could any im- lie affairs in France^ ought to awaken: 



proper entry of them by the Americans 
(which is the &le ground for declar- 
ing them forfeited to the King) after 
they were unjuftly token by force, 

affect or alter the rights of the real therarrifonedtowns, in the frontiers, 
owners. ,. , ^ , of Flanders, and Germany. Lifle, 

fxtraB of a genuine Utter' f rim Parti, in particular, is, in a manner, dif- 



this country. The French Court 
have ordered 50*000 of their troops 
to jnarch down to the fea-coaff imme- 
diately. The troops are drawn from 



dated November 4. 
" t All-is cabal and intrigue at 
Fontainrbleau. . Dr. franklin went 
there a few days ago. 1 6reat changes 
are faid to be making in our 'Mini ftry. 
. The greateft, preparations are making • 
in the marine department. Several 
frigates are building, upon a new 
conilrufttbri, to carry 32 twenty-four 
.pounders- upon one deck-; deftgned to 
be a match for the Ert^lifh rrtgates. 
The troops are all failed for the Weft- 
Indie* ; when they arrive there, the 
French will have in their iflands an 
"army of upwards of 2 t,ooo> men ; 
tefides what Spain lias at the Havan- 
nah. . Many single a fhlps have, fince 
^Ted, at different times, to the Weft- 
Indies. Should another /campaign 
take; place in America, it will be im- 
poffiWje to avoid a war ^ nothing pre- 
.yented it laft rummer but our Mini- 
fir)' permitting, their feamen and vef- 
ftU to be fent out to the fifheries, af- 
»ter they had;refolved and actually if- 
iued orders to Hop ttiem. Being once 
gone, ' it was. in tite power of Great- 
Britain, to intercept their return,, and 



mantled ; and very few troops are left 
in any of the towns. Part are arrived 
at ^Montreuil (near Bblogne) and 
places adjacent upon the coaft. The 
encouragement given to the American 
privateers at Dunkirk, is perftQly no- 
tort out. Every thing in France wears 
the face of war. 

Our Miniflert have, for fome days, 
&een a good deal alarmed by .the con- 
duct of France., A few weeks fince, 
they ordered feveral more fliips into 
commiffion. France laughed at the 
. menace ;-ihe knew (all the world 
knows ii) we cannot get hahda for half 
of thofe that werjs in commiffion be- 
fore., France, in return now menaces, 
■ us with her army. Thus the two na- 
tions are buHying each, other* They 
are both like tinker; and the fmalleit 
•fpark will kindle a war. Nothing 
but the good fenfe abd prudence 6f 
Cant* Jaryis prevented it, when tne 
• Ropvfte &>re down upon him. Was 
he not obliged to match; the matches 
out of tBe hands of hisr people, to pre- 
vent their . firing ? Nobody doubts 
Capt. Jarvis's bravery; but will' riot 



therefore they were obliged to remain every man fay, fchat if he had fired, 
quiet during the furmfter, and con- • the two nations Would, at this mo*, 
\ ^tent tftemfelves. with givinfr/the Co- • • ment, have been at open* wan A war* 
Ionics;' fecret "aJEltance. They have, « bfcWefen Effgland and France is much 

* dreaded. 
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eidreaded. It b fufpended by a thread. 
It is in the p*wer of art/ Captain of * 
a ihip to begm it to-morrow. 

Lori Mulgrave in his late cruize 
fell in with, at fea, a Dutch Blip, 
which he brought to and fearclied, 
but could ndt difcover to What place 
me was bound. She had fotae atnafc 
on board, and twenty-feveh foench 
officers, moft of them gentlemen of 
^of .diftinftion.aiid rank. Some of the 
people onboard having- a .difference 
among themfelves, gave information 
jthat me was' bound' to North-Ame- 
rica, upon ' which Lord Mulgrave 
.'broughther into Portfrnouth." In' the 
Ifirft tranfports of rage and 1 vexatiorf, 
it was refolved ttt fend* the French 
^gentlemen to the common gaol ; but 
/before the ' order Was' executed, the 
Miniiters altered their minds, and .re- 
leafed them. r 



*A letter from Benjamin Franklin and 
£Has Deane, " Efqrs. to Lord $16?- 
mont) at Paris. 

Paris, Feb. 23, 1777. 

" My Lord, ' 

** Captain Weeks, of the Reprifal 

;*frigate, belonging ' to the 'United 

States of America, has ' now in his 

"hands near one hundred Rritifh k&- 

men, prifoners.' He deure's to 'know., 

whether an exchanjge may be made 

with him for an -equal number of 

'American Teamen now prifoners in 

Fngland? We take th^ liberty of 

propofing this" matter to your Lortt- 

■ ihrp, and of requefting your qpinion 
(if there be ho impropriety in yobr 

-giving it) whether fuch an exchange 

■ will probably be agreed to oy your 
Court? 

If your people cannot be foon ex- 
changed here, they will be fen t to 
America. We have die honour to be, 
With great refpeft," 
Your Lordftiip's moft obedient, 
Humble fervants, 

B. Franklin. 
S. Deane." 
Right Hen* Lard Vi/cQunt S torment* 



Another. 

f*afis, April 2, 1 777. 

" My .Lord, 

" We did ourfelves the honour of 
writing fome time ago to you* Lord* 
ft4p; on the fubjeel of exchanging 
pflfonefs. * You Aid riot coridefcenJ 
X6 give us any anfwer, and therefore 
weexpeft ricftie to this. 'We however 
take the liberty offending you copies 
of certain depositions', which we mall 
tranfmit to Congtefs, whereby it wiil 
be known 'to 'your Court, that the 
United States are not acquainted with 
the barbarous treatment {heir pebjple 
receive,* when they have the mfsftif- 
hme of being yeur prifoners herein 
Europe : anl that if your conduift tfo- 
- wards us & hot' altered*, uis'nof aft- 
likely that l feVe*re rebriiab niay be 
thought juftinVbfe, from the necef* 
"fitjr of putting- &me check* to fuch 
abominable pra&icei. . r 

"^ot the Me of humanity, his 
to be wi/hed that men wottfd endea- 
vour to alleviate, as' mucha^poflibfe, 
the unavoidable niiferies attending' a 
Uate of war. It has been faid, that 
among the civilised nations of Ei- 
rope,- the ancient horrors of that ftate 
are much diminifhed; but the com- 
pelling men' by chains, ftripes, and 
famine, "to ' fight : a'gainft their friends 
artd relations* is 2 -new mode of bar- 
barity whidv your nation alone had 
the honour of ihvferitirig ; and the 
finding American prifdriers of war to 
Africa and Afia, remote from ill 
probability of exchange, and where 
they can fcarce hope ever to hear from 
their families^ even if the unwhole- 
fomenefs of the climate does not put 
a fpeedy end to their lives, is a man- 
ner of treating captives that you can 
juftify by no other' precedent of cuf- 
tom, except that of the black favages 
of Guinea, We are, 

Your Lordlhip's moft obedient 
Humble fervants, 

B. Franklin, 
S. Deane." 
Lord Vifcount Stormont. 

A a a 2 Another 
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Anther. 
Paris, yl of April, 1777. 

" My Lord, 

" In anfwer to a letter which con- 
cerns fome of the moll material inter 
refis of humanity, and of the two na- 
tions, Great-Britain an4 the United 
States of America, now at war, we 
received the inclpfed indecent paper, 
as coming from your Lordfhip, which 
we return, for your J^prdihip's mone 
mature conftderatipn. 

(Signed) . p. Frakklin. 

Su-as Dsane. ! * 

N. B. The words of the paper fent 
by Lord Stormont, and referred to in 
the above letter were, " The King's 
Ambaflador receives no applications 
from rebels, unlefs they come to im- 
plore his Majefty's mercy/* 

London, Nov. 10. Advice has been 
received from Pari*, that Mr. Hodge, 
who had been committed to the Baf- 
tile fome time agp, at the requeft of 
Lord Stormont., was releafed. rje 
was noticed by the Scotch Lord, for 
having ailed very publicly at Dun- 
kirk, in fitting out Captain Cunning- 
ham, acting there as his agent, m 
the moil notorious manner, &c. Lord 
Stormont made a moll heavy com- 
plaint of this conduct, and threatened, 
that if he was not apprehended and 
committed, a fleet of Britim men of 
war would intercept and feize the 
French Newfoundland fleet, &c. 
Upon th;s Mr. Hodge was committed 
to the Baftile. The Newfoundland 
fleet having part arrived, and the reft 
hourly expe&ed, Dr. Franklin, Mr. 
Deane, and the other American Com- 
miflioners, applied for his releafe. 
The King of France anfwered, " That 
as he wiJhed to live upon good terms 
with America, and the prefent har- ( 
mony between them not to be inter- 
rupted, he granted their requeih" 
Mr* Hodge was immediately fet at 
liberty. , While in the Baflale, Mr. 
fiodge fays, he was treated conftantly 
with the utmofl politenefs and civi- 
lity ; and entertained, every day, in 



the mpft elegant manner, at &• 
&ing of France's expence. 

In the Ltgifiatwe Council, 
The id Jay of February, 1777. 
Ordered, That the Bill, inritled, 

f< A Bill for eitabiifl>ing the Confti-: 

t*tion of the State of SoutH-Caror 
Una," as it came up to this Houfe 
from the peneral Alterably} be 

printed and made public. 

By order of tlje Houfe, 

Thomas Farr, Clerk. 
A Bill for eftablijhing the Conjiitution 
jftht State of South-Carolina* 
That, inafmuch as the Conftitu- 
tion, or form of government, agreed 
to, and refolved upon, by the free- 
men of this country, met in Congrefe 
the 26th day of March lalt, was tem- 
porary only, calculated for, and fuited 
to, the then fltuation of their public 
affairs, looking forward to an accom- 
mo4ation with Great-Britain, an 
event then de fired : and whereas the 
American States have been fince con- 
ftituted Independent States, and the 
political connection heretofore fubfift- 
ing between them and Great-Britain 
entirely diflblved, by dje Declaration 
of the honourable the Continental 
Cpngrefs, dated the 4th day of July 
laft, for the many great and weighty 
reafons, therein particularly fet forth : 
it therefore becomes absolutely necef. 
fary, to frame a lafting Cpnmtution 
fuitable to that great event : Be it 

. therefore conftituted and enaflted, by 
Jiis Excellency John Rutledge,Efquire, 
Prefident and Commander in Chief, " 
in and over the State of South-Caro- 
lina, by the Honourable the Legifla- 
tive Council, and General Aflembly, 
and by the authority of the fame, 

* That the following articles, agreed 
upon by the freemen of this State, 
now met in General Aflembly, be 
henceforth and for ever (unlefs alter- 
ed by the Legiflative Authority of 
this State) looked upon as the Con T 
ftitution and form of government 
thereof. 

j. That 
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t, That the JKIe of this country 
fce, hereafter, the^ §tate of South- 
Carolina- 

2. That tftc Leriflatiye authority 
Jbe veiled in a Legiflatiye Council and 
{General AfFembly r 

3. That as foon as may be, after 
the firft meeting of the Legiflative 
Council and General Aflembly, they 
ihall jointly, in the General Aflem- 
bly, choofe by ballot, from amon£ 
themfelves, or from the people a$ 
large, a Prefident and Commander 
jn Chief, and a Vice-prefident of the 
State, and Privy Council/to continue 
for two years : and jill fuch choice 
fhall be made, the former Prefident 
pnd Commander in Chief, Vice-pre- 
fident, and Privy Council, fhall con- 
jtinne to aclasfuch, 

4. That a member of the JLegif- 
Jative Council, or General AfTembly, 
J>eing chofen, and acting as Prefident 
and. Commander in-(3uef, or Vicer 
prefident, fhall vacate his feat, and 
another perfyn fhalj be elecled in his 
jroom. , 

5. That every peribn who fhall be 
{elected Prefident and Commander in 
Chief pf the State, or Vice-prefident, 
or a member of the privy Council, 
fhall be qualified as fojloweth, that is 
to fay, the Prefident and Vice-pre- 
fident, fhall have been refidents in 
this §tate fpr Jen years, and the mem- 
bers of the Privy Council five years, 
preceding their faid eleflion, and 
fhall have in . this State, a . fettled 
plantation or freehold, in their and 
each of their own right, of the value 
of at leaft ten thoufantj pounds cur- 
rency, clear of debt; and, on being 
elected, they fhall take an path of 
qualification^ in the General Af- 
lembly. 

6. That no future Prefident or 
Commander in Chief, who (hall ferve 
for two years, fhall be eligible to 
ferve in the Add office, after the ex- 
piration of the faid term ? until the 
lull end and term of four years. 

7. That no perfon in this State, 
ihall hold the office of Prefident 
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thereof, or Vice-prefident, and any 
other office or com million, civil or 
military, except in the militia, either 
in this State, or under the authority 
of the Continental Congrefs, at one 
and the fame time, 

$. That in cafe of the (feath of the 
Prefident and Cornmander in Chief f 
or his abfence from the State, the 
Vice-prefident of the State fhall fuc- 
ceed to his office, and the Privy 
Council fhall c)ioofe, out of their 
own body, a Vice-prefident of the 
State. And in cafe of the death of 
Ithe Vice-prefident of the State* 
or in his abfence from the State, onp 
of the Privy CounciJ, to be chofen; 
by themfelves, fhall fucceed to his 
office, until a nomination to thofeof% 
fices refpectively, by the General 
AfTembly and Legiflative Council, 
for the remainder of the time for 
which the officer fo dying or being 
abfent was appointed. ' 

9. That the Privy Council, where- 
of the Vice-prefident of the State 
fhall of courie be a member, and 
Prefident of the Privy Council, fhall 
confiit (including the Vice-prefident) 
of nine' members ; five of wnom fhall 
be a Quorum. Provided always, 
That no officer of the army or navy, 
in the fervjee of the Continent or this 
State, nor Judge of any of the courts 
of- law, fhall be eligible, — nor ihall 
the father, fbn, or brother to the 
Prefident for the time being, be elect- 
ed in the Privy Council during his 
adminiftration. A member of the 
Legiflative Council or General Af- 
fembly, being chofen of the Privy 
Council, fhall not thereby lofe his 
feat in the Legiflative Council or Ge- 
neral AfTembly, unlefs he be ele&ed 
Vice 7 prefident of the State, in which 
cafe he fhall, and another perfon fhall 
be chofen in his ftead. The Privy 
Council is to advife the Prefident and 
Commander in Chief when required; 
but he fhall not be bound to confult 
them, unlefs directed by law. If a 
membei* of the Privy Council fhall 
die, or depan this State, another 
■ ihall 
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kail be chofen in his room, in man- u elefted, mall take his /ear yt the 

«er above-mentioned. Legislative Council, unlefs he pofr 

10. That in cafe of the abfence feues a fettled eftate ataa) freehold, hi 

from Charles-Town, or ficknefs of his own right, in the faid pariih or 

the Prefident, the Vice-prefident, or diftrift, of the value of two thoufand 



in cafe of his abfence, any one of the 
frivy Council, may be impowered 
t>y the Prefident, under his hand and 
leal, to a£ in his room. 

ii. That the executive authority 
l»e veiled in the Prefident and Com r 
madder in Chief, limited and re- 
trained in manner herein after men- 
tioned. 

iz. That each parifh and diflrift 
throughout this State, fhall, on the 
Jail Monday in November and the 
iday following, which will be in the 
year of our Lord one thoufand feven 
hundred and feventy-eight, and on 
the fame days of every fecond year 
thereafter, eleft by ballot, one mem- 
ber of the Legiflative Council (ex- 
cept the diftrict of St. Philip and St. 
Michael's parifhes, Charles-town, 
t which fhall ele£l two members ; and 
except alfo the diilrict between Broad 
and Saludy Rivers, in three divi- 
sions, viz. the lower diftrift, Little' 
River diftrict, and upper or Spartan 
diftrict., each of which faid divifions, 
fhall elect, one member) to meet on 
the fecond Monday in January, at the 
.the ufual place in Charles- town, un- 
lefs the cafualties of war, or con- 
tagious diforders, mould render it 
unfafe to meet there, in which cafe 
the Prefident and Commander in 
Chief for the time being, may, by 
Proclamation, with the advice and 
confent of the Privy Council, appoint 
a more fecure and convenient' place 
cr meeting, and to continue for two 
years, from the faid laft Monday in 
November. And that no perfon fhall 
he eligible to a feat in the faid Conu- 
,cil until he hath attained the age of 
thirty years. Not lefs than thirteen 
members fhall be a Quorum to do 
buJinefs ; but, the Speaker, or any 
three members, may adjourn from 
day to day. No perfon who refides 
in the pariih or djftrift for which he 



pounds currency at leaft, clear 01* 
defer. And no non-refident mall be 
eligible to a feat in the faid C ouncil, 
unlefs he is owner of a fctded e$at£ 
and freehold in his own right, in th? 
parifh or diftrid where he is ele&'edi 
of the value of feven thoufand pouiwty 
currency at leaft, alfb clear of .debti 

i j. That on the laft Monday in 
November and the day following, 
which fhall be in the year of bur Lor£ 
one thoufand feven hundred a»d fe- 
venty-eight, and on the fame days ojF 
every fecond year thereafter, mem- 
bers of the peneral AfTembly fliafrbc 
chofen, to meet on the fecond Mon- 
day in January then next, at 'the 
ufual place in Charles-town, unlen 
the cafualties of war, or contagious 
diforders, fhoufd render it uiiSe to 
ineet there, in which cafe the Preff- 
dent and Commander in Chief for 
the time being, may, by Proclama- 
tion, with the advice and confent of 
the Privy Council, appoint a* more 
fecure and convenient place of meet- 
ing, and to continue for two years 
from the faid laft Monday in Novem- 
ber. Each parifh and diftrict, within 
this State fhall fend members to" Ap 
General A/fembly in the following 
proportions, that is to fay, J 

The parifhes of SL Philip and St. 
Michael, Charles-town, tii^rty mem- 
bers. 

The parifh of Cbrift-chtarch, fcjc 
members. 

The parifh of St. John, in Berklejr 
county, fix members. V 

The pariih of St. Andrew, frx 
members. 

The parifh of St. George, Dor- 
chefter, fix members. 

The parifh of St. James,, Goofe- 
creek, fix members. 

The parifh of St. Thomas and St. 
Dennis, fix members. 

The parifh of St« Paul, fix members. 

The 
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The jwKh of St* Bartholomew, fix qualification of the dcfton (hall 6e> 

that every free white man, and no 
of St. Helena, fix other perfon, who acknowledges the 
Being of a God, and believes in a, 
future ftate, of rewards and puniih- 
ments, and who has attained to the 



member* 

The parifh 
in embers. 
* The tterifh of St. James> Sanfee, 
(be members. 

The parifh of Prince George, 
AVinyah, fix members. 

The parifh of Prince Frederick, fix 
members. 

The parifh of St< John, in Colleton 
county, fix members. 

The pariih of St* Peter, fvc mem- 
bets. 



age of one and twenty years, and 
hath been a reiident and an inhabitant 
in this State for the fpace of one whole 
year, before the date of the writs for 
the election he offers to give his vote 
at, and hath a freehold at leaft of fifty 
acres of land, or a town lot, and 
hath been legally feized and pofiefled 



TTiepariih of Prince Williams, fix of the feme, at leaft fix months, pre- 



members* 

The parish of St. Stephen, fvt mem- 
bers. 

, The diftria to the eaftward of the 
Wateree River, ten members. 

The diftria of Ninety-fix, ten 
inembers* 



vioua to fuch eleftion, or hath paid 9. 
tax the preceding year, or was taxable 
the ©refent year, at lcaft fvc months 
previous to the kid election, in a 
fum equal to the tax on fifty acres of 
'land, to the fupport of this govern- 
ment, (hall be deemed a perfon qua- 



The diftrift o£ Saxe-Gotha, fix lifted to vote for, and may be capable 



members 

The diftria between Broad and Sa- 
ludy Rivers, in three divifions, viz. 

The Lower Diftricl, four members. 

The Little River Diftria, four 
members. 

The Upper or Spartan Diftria, 
-four members. 

The diftricl between Broad and 
Catawba Rivers, ten members. 

The diftria called the New Ac- 
quifition, ten members. . 

The parifh of St. Matthew, fix 
members. 

The pariih of St. David, fix mem- 
bers. 

'. The diftria between Savannah 
" JRiver and the North Fork of Edifto, 
fix members. . 

And .the election of the faid mem- 
bers, ihall be conducted, as near as 
may be, agreeable to the direftion of 

■ ''the'Eteaidn Aft. And where there 

■ are* ho Churches or Churchwardens in 
'a diftria or parifh, the General Ai- 
'femblyi 'at fome convenient time be- 

fbre their expiration, fhall appoint 
places of election,; and perfons to're- 
ceive vows and make returns* The 



pfeleaing, a representative or repre- 
sentatives, to ferve as a member or 
members, in the Legiflative Council 
and General AfTembly, for the parifh 
or diftria where he aaually is a re- 
fident, or in any other pariih or dif- 
tria in this State where he hath the 
•like freehold. Electors fhall take an 
oath, or affirmation of qualification, 
if required by the returning officer. 
The qualification of the ekfted, if 
refidents in the parifh or diftria for 
which they fhall be returned, fhall be 
; the fame as mentioned in the Election 
Aa, and conftrued to mean clear of 
debt. But no non-refident fhall be 
eligible to a feat in the General Af- 
fembly, unlefs heisowne'r of a fettled 
eftate aW freehold, -. in his own right, 
of the value of three thoufand and Eve 
hundred -pounds currency at leaft, 
clear of debt, in the parifh-or diftria 
for which he is eleaed. , , 

14. That if -any parifh or diftria 
negleas or refufes to elea members ; 
Or, if the members chofen do not 
meet in General AfTembly ; thofe 
who do meet fhall have the powers of 
tjw General Aflembly. Not lefs 

than. 
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ffiaa»forty-iiin* metifbeft fhall make 
*n Houfe, to do bufmefs; bat the 
Speaker, or any feven members, may 
adjourn from day to day. 

i c. That when proper information 
<ian be had of the particular and com- 
parative ftrength arid taxable property 
of the different parts of the State; 
that theri the prcfent representation 
be proportioned in the moil equal and 
juft manner, regard being always had 
to the number of white inhabitants 
and taxable property of the people. 

1 6, That all money bilk for the 
fupport of government, fhall origi- 
nate in the General AiTembly, and 
fhall not be altered or mended by 
the Legiflative Council, kut may be 
rejected by them: but that no money 
be drawn out of the public treafury, 
but by the Legiflative authority of 
the State. All other bills and ordi- 
nances may take rife in the General 
AfTembly or Legiflative Council, and 
be altered; amended, or rejected by 
either. Bills having parted the Ge- 
neral AfTembly and Legiflative Coun- 
cil, fhall be fignedby the Prefident' 
and Commander in Chief for the 
time being, the Speaker of the Le- 
giflative Council, and the Speaker 
of the General Aflembly, in the 

. Council Chamber, and fhall then 
Juve all the force and validity of an 
AcV of General AfTembly' of this 
State. And the General Aflembly 

. and Legiflative Council refpectively, 
fhall enjoy all other privileges which 
have, at any time, been claimed or 
exercifed by the Commons Houfe of 
AfTembly. 

17. That the General AfTembly 
and Legiflative Council may adjourn 
themfelves refpectively; and the Pre- 
sident and Commander in Chief 
fhall have no power to adjourn, pro- 
rogue, or diflblve them : but may, 
ifnecefTary, by and with the advice 
and confent of the Privy Council, 
call them, before the time to which 
they fhall ftand adjourned. And 
where a bill hath been' rejected/it 



may, on a meeting after an* aJjovrt- 
ment for not le(s than three days, of 
General AftemMy and Legiflative^ 
Council, be brought in again. 

18. That the General AfTembly 
and the Legiflative Council fhalf 
eacbehoofe their refpective Speakers, 
and their own officers, by ballot* 
without cdntroul. -And that, during 
a recefs, the Speakers, of either 1 
Houfe, fhall hfue writs for filling up 
vacancies, occasioned by death, irf 
their refpective Houfesy giving at 
leaft three weeks, and not more thai* 
thirty-five days previous notice, of 
the time appointed for the election. * 

10. That if anv p'arifh or diftria 
fhalf neglect to elect a member 0/ 
members, on the day of election ; or, 
in cafe any perfon chofen a member 
of ihe Legiflative Council or General 
AfTembly, fhall refiife to qualify and 
and take his feat as fuch, or die, or 
depart the State ; the faid Legiflative 
Council 6r General AfTembly, as the 
cafe may be, fhall appoint proper 
days, for electing a member or menw 
bers of the faid Legiflative Council 
or General AfTembly, in fuch cafes 
refpectively. 

20. That if ariy member of the 
General AfTembly, of of the Legif- 
lative Council, fhall accept any plade 
of emolument, or any commiffion 
(except in the militia) he fhall vacate 
his feat, and there fhall thereupon be 
a new election ; but he fhall not btf 
difqualified from fcrving, upon being 
re-elected, without he is appointed 
Secretary of the State, a Commif- 
fioner of the Treafury, an Officer of 
of the Cuftoms, Regifter of Mefae 
Conveyances, a Clerk of one of the 
Courts of J uftice,' Powder-receiver, 
Clerk of the Legiflative or Privy 
Council, Clerk of the General Ai- 
fembly, Surveyor-general, or Com- 
miflary of Military Stores ; which of- 
ficers are hereby declared difqualified, 
from being members either of the Le- 
giflative Council or General Af- 
lembly, : - 

ax, That 
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tfie freeholders in each* diftrit*' 
throughout the State, and commif- 
fibiretf by the President and Com- 
mander in Chief, for two years onfy. 
28. That the CommiflionersdftlTr 
Treafuryy the Secretary of thd State, 



AiTembly and Legiflative Council 1 



/■it: T hat ntf tyininer of the Gof- 

jpel, or public preacher, of any /reli- 
gious perfuafion, be eligible, for the * 

future, either asa memberotf the Le- * 

glflative Council, or of the General .' 

Affembty. : ,,. „ ^ M/ w . u « «««, 

22. That the .Delegates of this- the Regifter of Me/foe Conveyances; 

State in the Continental Cdngrefs, be, Attdrney-general, Powder-receive/. 

chofen, annually, by the General' (Jolleftors, Comptroller*, Waited 

and Surveyor-geftefal, be choftn by 
tie' General AiTembly and Legiflative^ 
Council jointly, by ballot, in the' 
General Aflembly, and commiffioned* 
by the Prefident and Commander hi* 
Chief; during good behaviour ; but 
fliall be removed on addrefs of the 
Qeneral Aflembly and Legiflative 
Cotoricil. < 

2^, That all Field Officers in die * 
army, and all Captains ihthe navy; 
Ihall be, by ttfe General AfTembty 




extend to vacate the feat of any mem- 
ber, who is, or may be, a Delegate 
frtrttr this- "State to the Continental 
Cdngrefsy as* fuck 

* 23. Thar the Vice-prefidentof the* 
State and the Privy Council, or the 
Vice^prefident and a majority of the 
Privy Council for: the time being, . „._ 

ihall exercife the powers of a Court' apd Legiflative Council^ chofeif 
ofChaneery. And there 1 (hall be an jointly, by ballot, in the General 
Ordinary, . who ihall exercife tjte Aflembly, and commiflidned by thef 
powers heretofore exercifed- by that Prefident arid Commander in Chief, s 
officer in this State*-' , . except in cafes where they are to* re- 

" 24. That the jurifdiftion of the- ceive;. their' cohimiffiontf front Con-' 

Court of Admiralty be confined to' grefs. And* that all other officer^ 

maritime cauies. ^ ^ e army, and navy, fhatt bV con.-' 

25. That Juftices of the Peace 1 miflioiied by the Prefident and Cbm^ 

iftall be nominated^ the General 1 mahder in Chief; 



30. That irt cafe* of vacancy iflP 
any of the offices above" directed to' 
He' filled' by the General Aflembly 
and Legiilative Council,, tile Prt^ 
fidtfnt and Comtriander in Chiefs 
witK the advice" and* ccmient of the' 
Privy Council; ntay^r.ppolnt others itt 
their ftead, until there flraii be art' 
eleaionby the^eneral Affehibly an# 



AiTembly, and commrffibned by the 
Prefident and Contriiarfder in Chief, 
during pleafure. They- will not be 
iatitled to fees, except on profecu- 
tkJns for felony ; arid, not acting in j 
the magistracy, they ihall not be en- 
titled to the privileges allowed them 
by law. 

26 . That all other j udidal officers ; cicwiuu uy mc oenerai ^inem Dry ant 
'ihall be chofen, by ballot, jointly by- Legiflative Council to fill thofc va 
the General Aflembly and Legiila- cancies rtfpe&frely. 
trve Council, in the General Aflem- , "*"*' * ~' 
biy, and, except the Judges of the; 
Court of Chancery, comnuffioned by 
the Prefident and Commander in: 
Chief, during good behaviour : but 
ihall be removed, on addrefs of the 
General AflemWy and Legiflative' 
Council . 

27. That the Sheriffs, qualified' as 4 
by law dire&ed 1 , Ihall be cholen- by 



31. i'hat the Prefident and' Ccmr^ 
mander in Chief> wrth'thtfadviceantf 
confatt of the Privy Cottnril, ma/* 
appoint, during pleafure, untUother- 
wife directed by the refolution of tire- 
General Al&nlbrf and Legiflative 
Council, ^all other neceflary officers, 
except fuch as J are by faw"airec*ted ttf 
be otherwife cHofcn. 
3*. TWthe'rtftiMfeflr^CW 
Bob ynander 
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mander in Chief fhall have ho power 
to commence war, or conclude peace, 
or enter into any final treaty, with- 
out the confent of the General Af- 
fembly and Legiflative Council. 

* 33. That the refolutions of the 
late CongrefTes of this State, and all . 
laws now of force here (and not here- 
Hby altered) fhall fo continue, until 
altered or repealed by the Legiftature 
of this State, unlefs where they arc ' 
temporary, in which cafe they fhall 
•xpire at the times refpe&ively limited 
for their duration. ' 

" 34. That the Prefident and Com- 
mander in Chief; Vice-prefident of 
this State, and Privy Council refpec- t 
tively, fhall have the fame perfonal 
privileges, as are allowed by Acl of 
AfTembly to the Governor, Lieute- 
nant-governor, and £rivy Council. 
That the Prefident and Commander 
in Chief for the time being, by and 
with the advice and confent of the 
Privy Coimcil, may lay embargoes, 
or prohibit the exportation of any 
commodity, for any time not exceed- 
ing thirty days, in the recefs of the 
General AfTembly. 

35. That all perfons who fhall be 
chofcn and appointed to any office, 
or to any place of truft, civil or mili-* 
■ tary, before entering upon the exe- 
cution of office, fhall take the follow- 
ing oath: 

■ " I A. B. do acknowledge the 
State of South Carolina, to be a Free, 
Independent, and Sovereign State, 
and that the people thereof owe no 
allegiance or obedience to 

of Great-Britain: 
and I do renounce, refufe, and ab^ 
jure, any allegiance or obedience 
to him. And I do fwear, or af- 
firm [as the cafe may be] that I 
will, to the utmoft of my power, 
fupport, maintain and defend the 
&id State, againil the faid 

and his heirs and 
fucceflbrs, and his or their abettors, 
affiftant, and adherents, and will 
ferve the faid State in the Office of 



which I now lioirf , and 
in any other office which I may here- , 
after hold, by the appointment, or 
under the authority, of the faid State, 
with fidelity and honour, and accord- 
ing to the oell of my fkill and under- 
standing. 
. 36. That the following yearly fe- 
laries be allowed to the pubuc officers^ 
under-mentioned ; the Prefident and 
Commander in Chief, jive thoufand 
five hunJred and thirty-eight dollars 
and one half: the Chief Juftice, two 
thoufand one hundred and twenty- 
one dollars: the Affiftant Judges, 
one thousand {even nundred and 
twenty-four dollars each : the Attor- 
ney-general, one thoufand two hun- 
dred and ninety-three dollars, in lieu 
of all charges againil the public for 
fees on criminal profecutions : the 
three Commiffioners of the Treafury, 
one thoufand two hundred and thirty- 
one dollars each. 

37. ( That all perfons and religious 
focieties, who acknowledge, that, ^ 
there is one God, and a future ftate 
of rewards and punifhments, and that 
God is publicly to be worshipped, fhall 
be freely tolerated. The Chriflian- 
religion fhall be deemed, and is 
hereby conftitttttd, and declared to 
be, the eflakSfhed religion of this 
State. That all denominations of 
Chriftians in this State, demeaning 
themfelves peaceably and faithfully, 
fhall enjoy equal religious privileges 
To accomplifh this dcfireablc'pur- 
pofe, without injury to the religious 
property of thofe focieties of Chrif- 
tians which are by law already incor- 
porated,- /or the purpofes of religious, 
worfhip ; and to put it fully into the 
power of every other fociety of Chrif- 
tians, either already formed, or here- 
after to be formed, to obtain the like 
incorporation; It is hereby conili- 
tuted, appointed, and declared, That 
the refpective focieties of the Church 
of England, That are already formed 
in this State, for the purpofes of reli- 
gious worfhip, fhall Hill continue in r 
corporate, 
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corporate, and hold the religious pro- 
perty now in tjieir pofTeffion : and 
that, whenever fifteen or more male 
perfbns, not under twenty-one years 
of age, profefTing the Chriftian reli- 
gion, and, agreeing to unite them- 
felves in a fociety for the purpofes Of 
religious worfiHp, they fhall (on com- 
plying with the terms herein after 
mentioned) be, and be conftituted, 
a Church, and be efleemed and re- 
garded in law as of the eflablifhed 
religion of the State, and on peti- 
tion to the Legiflature, fhall be in- 
titled to be incorporated, and to en- 
. joy equal privreges^ that every' fo- 
ciety of Chriilians fo formed, fhall 
. give themfelves a name or denomi- 
nation, by which they mall be called 
and known in law ; and all that affo- 
ciate with them for the purpofes of 
worfhip, fhall be efteemed as belong- 
ing to the fociety fo called ; but that, 
previous to the eftabliihment and in- 
corporation of the refpe&ive fbcieties 
of every denomination as aforefaid; 
and in order to intitle them thereto, 
each .fociety, fo petitioning, fhall 
have agreed to, and fubfcribed, in a 
book, the following five articles, 
without which, no agreement or 
. union of men, upon pretence of reli- 
gion, fhall intitle them to be incorpo- 
porated, and efleemed as a church of 
the eftablifhed religion of this State. 
Firft, That there is one eternal God, 
and a. future ftate of rewards andpu- 
nifhments. Second, That God is to 
be publicly worfhipped. Third, The 
Chrifrian religion is the true religion* 
Fourth, That the Holy Scriptures of 
the Old and New Teftament, are di- 
vinely infpired, and are the rule of 
iaith-and practice. Fifth, That it is 
lawful, and the duty of every, man 
being thereunto called by thofe that 
govern, to bear witnefs to truth, 
That every inhabitant of this State, 
when called to make an appeal to 
God, as a witnefs to truth, fhall 
be permitted to do it in that way 
.which is moft agreeable to the dic- 
tates of his own conference. And, 



that the people of this State may for 
ever enjoy the right of electing their 
own paftors or clergy; and, at the 
fame time, that the State may have 
fufficient fecurity, for the due dis- 
charge of the paftoral office, by thoife 
who fhall be admitted to be a clergy- 
man on the eftablifhment, no perlbn 
fhall officiate as minifter of any eftab- 
lifhed church, who fhall not have been 
chofen by a majority of the fociety to 
which he fhall minifter, or by perfbns 
appointed by the faid majority to 
choofe and procure a minifter for them, 
nor until the minifter fo chofen and ap- 
pointed, fhall have made and fubfcrib- 
ed to the following declaration, over 
and above the aforefaid iive articles, 
wz. That he is determined, by God's 
grace, out of the Holy Scriptures, to 
inftruc*l the people committed to his 
. charge, and to teach nothing (as re- 
quired of neceffity to eternal falvation) 
but that which he fhall be perfuaded 
may be concluded and proved from 
the Scripture ; that he will ufe both 
public and private admonitions, as 
well to the fick as to the whole, within 
his cure, as need fhall require and 
occafion fhall be given ; and that he 
will be diligent in prayers, and in 
reading of the Holy Scriptures, and 
in fuch ftudies as help to the know- 
ledge of the fame ; that he will be 
diligent to frame and fafhion his own 
felf, and his family, according to 
the do&rine of Chrift, and to make 
both himfelf and them, as much as 
in him lieth, wholefome examples 
and patterns to the flock of Chrift ; 
that he will maintain and fet for- 
wards, as much as lie can, quietnefs, 
peace, and love, among all ChrifHan 
people ; and efpecially among thofe 
that are or fhall be committed to hi? 
charge. No perfon fhall ditfurb or 
moleft any religious aflembly, nor 
fhall ufe any reproachful, reviling or 
abufive language, againft any church ; 
that being the certain way of disturb- 
ing the peace, and of hindering the 
converfion of any to the truth by en- 
gaging them fc in quarrels and animo- 
B b b 2 * fities, 
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.Sriet, jto the haired of -the profeffPM, 
ftna that profe,fion which otherwise 
, they might he brought to afTent to. 
.Any^perfon confpntihg to aflbciate 
•with, and fubicribing to/ the writing 
Or iriitruraent by Which any denomi- 
nation of Christians fhall form them- 
, felves into a focjety, before any five 
members, fhalj thereby be made a 
member thereof. Any .perfon (hik- 
ing out his name from fuch writing or 
instrument as aforefaid, or having his 
^Aumcftruck out, by any perfon thereto 
^thcrized by the fociety to which he 
.belongs, ihall ceafe to be a member. 
fio perfon whatfoever fhall fpeak any 
•.thipg, in their religious afTembly, 
irreverently, or feditiouily of the go- 
vernment of this State. No perfon 
frail, by law^ be obliged to pay to- 
Vfarxls the maintenance and fupport 
.of -a religious worfhip that he does 
,flQt freely join in, or has not volun- 
tarily engaged to fupport: but, the 
. churches, chapels, parfpnages., glebes, 
, an4 .all other property, now belonging 
to any focieties of the Church of Eng- 
>4ftn4> or any ojther religious focieties, 
: ftwll remain, and be fecured, to them 
. fop ever. No perfon fhall be capable 
r cfany place of honour, truft or pro- 
fit, under the authority of this State, 
who is not a member of fome church 
. of the eftablifhed religion thereof. 
. Marriages ihall be foiemnized, after 
. publication three feveral Sundays 
,precejding fuch marriage, in fome 
public place r of worfjjip, in the pariih 
or diftrj& where the wpman refideg, 
. ©r by licence, which {hall be directed 
to. any Minifter of the.Gofpel, without 
foecifying the denomination, or pre- 
.(JUribing rthe mode of folemnization. 
. Xhe jjpor fhall be fupported, and 
elections managed in the accuftomed 
. manner, until laws fhall be provided, 
. tp adjufl thofe matters in the moil 
.equitable way. 

38. That no Clergyman, Preacher, 
or Minifter of the Gofpel, fhall b^e 
.intitled tp any greater exemption 
from puniihmeats , inflicted by law, 



by reafbn of any. benefit of clergy , 
than if fuch Clergyman, Preacher, 
or Minifter, was a layman ; but that 
every fuch Clergyman, Preacher, or 
Minifter, being found guilty of any 
offence which is clergyable or not 
clergyable by the law, mail fufrer as 
a layman. 

39. That no part of this Confti 7 
tution fhall be altered without a no- 
tice of ninety days 'being preyioufly 

fiven : nor ihall any part ot the fame 
e changed, without the confent of a 
majority of 'the members pf the Ge- 
neral AfTembly and Legifla£ive Coun- 
cil. 

40. That the General AfTembly 
and Legiflative Council ihall not pro- 
ceed to the election of a Prefident or 
Vice-prefident, until there be a ma- 
jority of both Hpufes prefeht. 

The following Paj>er is fuppofed to 
- have been written by a celebrated 
American Philosopher, at 
r^aris ; "for the purpofe of borrow- 
ing money for the ufe of the United 
States of America ; and it has had 
a .wonderful effect; large, fums 
having been lent, in confequence 
of the found and irrefutable facts 
and arguments contained in it. 
Jt has been tranflated into the 
French and Dutch languages, and 
printed; and it is now circulating 
in Holland, Flanders, &c. ] 

In borrowing money a man's cre- 
dit depends on fpme or all of the fol- 
lowing particulars ; 

Firft, His 'known conduct refpe&- 
' ing former loans, and his punctuality 
' in di (charging them.' ]• 

Secondly, PJis induftry. 
Thirdly, His frugality. 
Fourthly, Theamcumtand the c^r- 
" tainty of his income, and the freedom 
of hiseftate from the incumbrances Of 
'prior debts. ' \ ' 

" * Fifthly, His well founded profpects 
. of .greater future ability, by the im- 
provement of his eftate ia value, and 
* by aids frtpnvothers. 
■". - ; : ' Sixthly, 
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Sixthly, His known prudence in 
managing his general affairs, and the 
advantage they will probably receive 
from the loan which he defires. 

Seventhly, His Jcnown probity and 
honeft character, manrfefted by his 
voluntary difcharge of his debts, 
which he could not have been legally 

compelled to pay. X ne circum- 

ftances which give credit to an indi- 
vidual, ought to, and will have their 
vweight upon the lenders of money, 
to public bodies or nations. If then 
we confider and compare Britain and 
• America, in thefe feveral particulars, 
upon queftion, *' To wlicfy is the 
fafcft to knd money V % Wfe Ihflll find, 

i. Refpe&ing former loans, that 
America, which borrowing ten mil- 
lions during the laft war for the main- 
tatnance other army of 25,000 men, 
and other charges, ha<f faithfully dif- 
charged and paid that debt, and all 
her other debt? in 1772. Whereas 
Britain, during thoie ten years of 
peace and profitable commerce, had 
made little or no reduction of her 
debt, but on the contrary, from time 
to time, diminifhed the hopes of her 
creditors by a wanton diverfion and 
mifapplication of thefinjdng fund de- 
IHned for dicharging it. . 

2. Refpeeling induftry* Every man 
is employed ; the greater part in cul- 
tivating their own lands ; the reft in 
handicrafts, navigation, and com- 
merce. An idle man is a rarity ; 
idlenefs and inutility are difgraceful. 
in England, the number of that cha- 
racter is Jmmenfe ; fafhion has fpread 
it far and wide ; hence the embarraf- 
ments of private fortunes, and the 
daily bankruptcies arifing from an 
univerfal fondnefs for appearance and 
expenfive pleafures ; and hence, in 
Ibnie degree, the mifmanagements of 
public bufiriefs ; for habits of bufinefs 
and ability in it are acquired only" by 
practice, and where univerfal diffipa- 
tion, and the perpetual purfuit of 
amufejhent are the mode, the youthj 
educated: in it, can rarely afterwards 



acquire a that patient attention and 
clofe application to affairs, which are 
fo neceflary to a Statefman charged 
with the care of national welfare. 
Hence the frequent errors in policy; 
and hence the wearinefs at public 
councils, and backwardnefs in going 
to them ; the constant unwillingneu 
to engage in any meafure that requires 
thought and confideration, and the 
readinefs for poftponing every new 
propofition, which poftpon&g is 
therefore the only part of bufinels diat 
they come to be expert in, an expert- 
nefs produced neceiTarily by fo mu^h 
daily practice. Whereas in America, 
men bred' to clofe employments $n 
their private affairs, attend with eajfe 
to thofe of the public, when engaged 
in them, and nothing fails through 
negligence. 

3. Refpe&ing frugality ; the man- 
ner of living in America is more fimple 
and lefs expenfive than that in Eng- 
land ; plain tables, plain cloathing, 
and plain furniture in houfes prevafl, 
with few carriages of pleafure; there, 
an expenfive appearance hurts credit, 
and is avoided : in England it is often 
ajfumed to gain credit, and continued 
to ruin. Refpe&ing public affairs, 
the difference is fttll greater. In 
England, the falaries ofofficers, and 
emoluments of office, are enormous. 
The King has a million fterling per 
annum, and yet cannot maintain his 
family free* of debt. Secretaries of 
State, Lords of Treafury, Admiralty, 
&c. have vaft appointments. An; 
Auditor of the Exchequer has fixpence 
in the pound, or a fortieth part of all 
the public money expended by the 
nation ; fo that, when a war cofts 
forty millions, one million is paid xs> 
him. An Infpe&or of the Mint, in 
the laft new coinage, received as. hi* 
fee 65,0001. fterling per annum; ;o 
all which rewards, no fervice thefe 
Gentlemen can render the public is 
by any means equivalent. All this 
is paid by the people, who are op 4 
preffed by taxes fo occafioned, an<t 
* " thereby 
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thereby rendered lefs able to contri- 
bute to the payment of neceffary, na- 
tional debts. In America, falarics, 
where indifpenfible, are extremely 
low, but much of the public bufmefs 
is done gratis. The honour of fenc- 
ing the public ably and faithfully, is 
deemed fufHcient. Public fpirit really 
exifts there, and has great effects. In 
England, it is univerfally deemed a 
lion-entity, and whoever pretends to 
it, is laughed at as a fcol, or fufpe&ed 
as a knave. The Committees of 
Congrefs, which form the Board of 
War, the Board of Treafury, the 
Board of Foreign Affairs, the Naval 
Board, that for Accounts, &c. all 
attend the bufmefs of their refpe&ive 
functions, without ony falary or emo- 
lument whatever, though they fpend 
in it much more of their time than 
any Lord of Treafury or Admiralty in 
England can fpare from his amufe- 
ments. A Britifh Mjnifter. lately 
computed, that the whole expence of 
the Americans, in their civil govern- 
ment, over three millions of people, 
amounted to but 7©,cooI. fterling, 
and drew from thence a conclufion, 
that they ought ro be taxed, until 
their expence was equal In proportion 
to that which it cofts Britain to govern 
eight millions. He had no idea of a 
contrary conclufion, fhat if three mil- 
lions may be well governed for 
70,000!. eight millions may be as 
well governed' for three times that 
fum, and that therefore the expence 
of his own government fhould be di- 
minifhed. In that corrupted nation, 
no man is afhamed of being concerned 
in lucrative Government johbs, in 
which the public money is egregioufly 
mifapplied and fquandered, the Trea- 
fury pillaged, and more numerous 
and heavy taxes accumulated, to the 
great oppreflion of the people. 13 lit 
the profpeft of a greater number of 
fuch jobbs by a war, is an inducement 
' with many to cry out for war upon 
all occafions, and to oppofe every 
proportion of peace* Hence the con- 



ftant increafe of the national debt, 
and the abfolute improbability of its 
ever being difcharged. 

4. Refpe&ing the amount and cer- 
tainty of income, and folidity of fee** 
rity, the whole Thirteen States of 
America are engaged for the payment 
of every debt contracted by the Con- 
grefs, and the debt to be contracted 
by the prefent war, is the only debt 
they will have to pay; all, pr nearly 
all the former debts of particular co- 
lonies being already difcharged. 
Whereas England will have to pay, 
not only the enormous debt this war 
mud occaiion* but all their vail pre- 
ceding debt, or the intereft of it; 
and while America is enriching itfelf 
by prizes made upon the Britifh cora- 
jnerce, more than it ever did by any 
commerce of its' own under the re- 
ftraints of a Britifh monoply, Britain 
is growing poorer by the lofs of that 
monoply, and the diminution of its 
revenues, and of courfe lefs able to 
difcharge the prefent indifcreet in- 
creafe of its expences. . 

5. Refpetting profpefts of greater 
future ability* Britain has none fuclu 

Her iflands are circumfcribed by the 
ocean ; and excepting a few parks 
cr forefb, fhe has no new land to 
cultivate, and cannot therefore extend 
her improvements. Her numbers too, 
inlteaa of increafing from increafed 

. fubiiffence, are continually diminifh- 
ing from growing luxury, -and the 
increafing difficulties of maintaining 
families, which of courfe difcourages 
early marriages. Thus fhe will have 

, fewer people to affift in paying her 
debts, and that diminifhed number 

' will be poorer. America, on the 
contrary, has befides her lands al- 
ready cultivated, a vail territory yet 
to be cultivated, xontinually increafe 
in value with the increafe of people ; 
and the people, who double them- 
feives by a natural propagation every 
twenty-five years, wiil double yet 

' f after by the acceffion of flrangers, as 

long as lands are to be had for new 

families ; 
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families ; fe that every twenty years, 
there wiil be a double number of in- . 
habitants obliged to difcharge the 
public debts ; and thofe inhabitants 
being more opulent, may pay their 
fhares with greater eafe. 

6. Reflecting prudence in general 
affairs, and the advantages to be ex- 
pected from the loan deftred. The 
Americans are cultivators of land,. 
thofe engaged in fifhery and com- 
merce are few, compared with the 
others. They have ever conducted 
their feveral governments with wif- 
dom, avoiding wars, and vain ex- 
peniive projects, delighting only in . 
their. peaceable occupations, which 
mult, confidering the extent of their 
uncultivated territory, find them em- 
ployment Hill for ages. Whereas 
England, even unquiet, ambitious, 
avaricious, imprudent, and quarrel-, 
fome, is half of the time engaged in 
war, always at an expence infinitely 
greater than the advantage to be ob- 
tained by it, if fuccefsful. Thus 
they made war againft Spain in 1739* 
for a claim of about 95,000!. (fcarce 
a groat for eacn individual of the na- 
tion) and fpent forty millions fterling 
in the war, and the lives of fifty 
thoufand men ; and finally made 
peace without, obtaining fatisfacrion 
for the fum claimed. Indeed, there 
rt fcarce a nation in Europe, againfl 
which me has not made war on fome 
frivolous pretext or other, and there- 
by imprudently accumulated a debt, 
that has brought lier on the verge of 
bankruptcy. But the moil indiicreet 
Qf all her wars is the prefent againft 
America ; with which me might, for 
ages, have preferved her profitable 
connection, only by a juft and equit- 
able conduct. She is now acting like 
a mad lhop-keeper, who, by beating 
thoie that pafs his doors, attempts 
to make them come in, and be his 
cuilomers. America cannot fubmit 
to fuch treatment, without being rinl 
ruined ; and being ruined, her cuf- 
tom will be worth nothing. England, 



to effect this, is increafimj her defet, » 
and irretrievably ruining t l>erf<;lf. 
America, on the other hand, aims 
onljf to eilabliih her Liberty, and that 
freedom of commerce which will be 
advantageous to all Europe ; and by ■ 
abolifhing that monopoly which Aa 
laboured under, fhe will profit -in-, 
finitely more than enough, *o repay ; 
any debt which fhe may contract to., 
accompiifh iu 

7. Refpecting charaBer in the fa~ 
ntj} payment of debts. The punctua- 
lity with which America has difcharg- 
ed her public debts, was fhewn lender 
tl>e firft head ; and the general good 
difpofition of the people tqfuckpunc- 
tuality, has been manifefted in- their 
faithful payment of private debts to 
Englana, fince the commencement - 
of this war. There were not wanting 
fome politicians, who propofed flop- 
ping that payment, until peace fhould 
be reftored, alledging that in the . 
u'fual courfe of commerce, and of the 
credit given, there was always a debt 
exiiting equal to the trade of 18 
months. That the trade amounting 
to five millions fterling per annum, 
the debt mult be feven miiiions and 
an half; that this fum paid to the 
Bririfh merchants, would operate to 
prevent that diftrefs, intended to be 
brought upon Britain, by our flop- 
page of commerce with her. For tne 
merchants receiving this money, and 
no orders with it for farther iupplies, 
would either lay it out in the public 
funds, or in employing manufacturers 
to accumulate goods, . for a future 
l\ungry market in America, upon an 
expected accommodation ; by which 
means the funds would be kept up, 
and the manufacturers prevented from 
murmuring. . But agamft this it was 
allcdged, that injuries from Minifters, 
fhould not be revenged on mercha&ts j 
that the credit was in conicquence of 
private contracts, made in confidence 
of good faith ; that thefe ought to be 
held facred, and faithfully complied 
with ; for that whatever public utility 

might 
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roigflit- be fHppofed to arifc from a 
breach of private faith, h was unjuft, 
and would in the end be found un- 
wife; honefty, being in truth, the 
beft poMcy. On this principle, the 
proportion was universally reje&ed ; 
aha, though the Englifh profecuted 
the war, with unexampled barbarity, 
burning our defenceless towns in the 
jnidff of winter, and arming favages 
againft ui, the debt was' punctually 
paid ; and the merchants of London 
have- teftified to the Parliament, and 
will teftify to all the world, that from 
their Experience in dealing with us, 
they had, before the war, no appre- 
hension of our unfairnefs, and that ' 
£nce the war, they have been con- 
vinced, that their good opinion of us 
was well founded. England, on the 
contrary, an old, corrupt, extrava- 
gant, and profligate nation, fees her- 
ielf deep in debt, which fhe is in no 
condition to pay ; and yet is madly, 
and difhoneftly, running deeper, with- 
out any poffibility of difcharging her 
jlebt, but by a public bankruptcy. 

It appears, therefore, from the ge- 
neral indufhy, frugality, ability, pru- 
dence, and virtue of America, that 
fhe is a much fafer debtor than Bri- 
tain ; to fay nothing of the fatisfac- 
tkm generous minds muft have in re- 
flecting, that by loans to America, 
they are oppofing tyranny, and aiding 
the caufe of liberty, which is the canfe 
of all mankind. 



Tfht following is a tranfiation »f an 

Address circulating among the 

holders ojr British Stock'/* 

Holland, -viz* 

" To you, the people of Holland, 
and of the other United Provinces, I 
addrefs myfelf. You are all my coun- 
trymen, and many of you are my ■' of America 



months ago you appeared fenfible of 
the infufficiency of her fecurity, and 
you wifely determined not only to de- 
fift from farther loans to her, but to 
fell our your feveral interefts in the 
Britifh funds, as faft aspoffible, with- 
out finking them too rapidly. I ap- 
proved this determination, and was 
filent. But I now find that fbme of 
you, wanting other ways to employ 
your monev, have began to rifle it 
again on Bntifh national fecurity, and* 
for the fake of a temporary intereft, 
are about to lofe the principal. I mult 
therefore ferioufly call your attention 
to the real fituation of Great-Britain. 
At the beginning of the year 17? 2, ' 
the Britifh three per cent, confoli- 
dated anuuiries were worth only 6a 
percent, (near 20 per cent. Iefs than ' 
their prefent extravagant price) and 
yet Great-Britain was then at the fum* 
mitofher glory; her commerce* and* 
her victories were extended to every* 
quarter of the globe ; her public debt 
was fmall in companion to its prefent 
enormous amount ; and fhe hatf nei- 
ther loft, nor was likely to lofe, any* 
of her pofleffions in India or America, 
but on the contrary, me had made 
important cOnquefh from her enemies; 
and could at any time have fecured ; 
peace, by refloring but a part of thofe 
conquefts. 

" What now is the fituation oF 
Great-Britain f What increafe of na- 
tional profperity does fhe enjoy to oc- 
casion the prefent advanced price of 
her flocks? By a continuance in the 
moll infatuated eonduft; fee has* 
brought upon herfelf calamities* m*- 
finitely greater than what any former* 
war could have involved her in.' She 
has irrecoverably hft almoft the whole 
of her vaft poffeifions on the continent 
More than three millions 



friends. You have lent the enormoua 
fum of thirty millions fterling to 
Great-Britain ; and the nation that 
owes you this, owes near four tiraei 
as much to others, and is now on the 
verge of bankruptcy and ruin. Six 



of people, who had been afrettion-- 
ately united under her government, 
and had fought hand in hand with 
her, have revolted, and are fighting 
againft her : inftead of their affection , 
fhe has provoked their utmoft hatred y 

and 
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ahd inflead of monopolizing their 
Whole commerce, (that commerce 
Which yielded her a clear profit of two 
millions per ann. and which carried 
her triumphantly through the laft war) 
me no longer retains the fmalleft 
f^are of it ; nor can fhe even pfotett 
the trade of her own ifland. Both 
the arms and the commerce of Ame- 
rica, which were the principal fup- 
ports of Britain, are now employed 
againft her. For three years fhe has 
endeavoured to reduce the revolted 
Colonies, but has only wafted her 
own blood and treafure, and confirm- 
ed their hatred and their indepen- 
dency. At the commencement of 
each year,, we have been told that 
the next campaign would be the laft ; 
and yet the end of each year has left 
her fituation worfe than the begin- 
ning. Still, however, fhe obflinately 
purfues the fame deftru&ive courfe. 
Every man knows, that without the 
dominion and trade of the United 
Colonies, Great-Britain cannot pay 
cither the interefl or principal of her 
enormous debt ; and every wife man 
knows, that fhe has already loft the 
Colonies, and the pojjibility of ever 
recovering them* Her national debt 
is now increafed to almofl the im- 
menfe fum of one hundred and fifty 
millions ft x er\ing , /and yet wefhall very 
fcon fee her coming in the face of all 
Europe, to borrow other millions for 
another hopelefs campaign in Ame- 
rica. Like a ruined gamefler, hav- 
ing left or mortgaged her eftate above 
its value, fhe defperately hazards the 
money of every One who will lend 
her, vainly hoping to recover fome 
part of her former lofles. But will 
you, my countrymen, famed as you 
are for cautious prudence, will you 
furnifh the flake- which is to continue 
this defperate game? Will you, in 
this fallen ftate of Britain, purchafe 
her flocks at 20 per cent, more than 
their value, when fhe was in her mofl 
triumphant and profperous condition ? 
Willyou not rather feizethe prefent 



favourable moment, and fell out, as 
fail as poflible, the interefls which 
you have too long retained in her pre- 
carious funds ? If ever national- cala- 
mities could give a caufe for finking 
the price of the Britifh flocks, they 
ought now to be at the lowefl flate of 
depreciation. Her misfortunes are 
now infinitely greater than at any 
former period. Thofe annuities, 
which in 1762 were worth but fixty 
ptr cent, cannot, in the prefent di- 
ftrefTed fituation of Britifh affairs, be 
worth half as much. It is time, my 
countrymen, that you mould open 
your eyes, and ceafe to be any longer 
deluded by the artful falfhoods, the 
ihfidious mifreprefentations, and fruit- 
lefs promifes, which the adherents, 
and hireling fcribblers of the Britifh 
Government have propagated, in re- 
gular fucceffion, year after year. Ex- 
perience has proved the dangerous 
fallacy of thefe their practices. Great- 
Britain now totters towards her fall : 
the only folid foundation - of her 
wealth and power is taken away, and 
five mufl necefTarily fink under the 
enormous weight of her public debt. 
Take care then, my countrymen, 
that you are not involved in her ruin , 
I am, &c. 



PENSACOLA. 

\%tb November, 177C. 
Sir, 
The Earl of Dartmouth having 
been pleafed to fignify to me in a 
letter of the 5th of July laft, his 
Majefry's royal wifhes that I fhould 
afford every poffible protection tofuch 
of his fubjefts in the Colonies in re- 
bellion as fhall be too weak to refill 
the violence of the times, and too 
loyal to concur in the meafures^of 
thofe who have avowed and fupported 
that rebellion, and are defirous of 
feeking an afylum in this Province ; 
and that I fhould countenance and 
protect all fuch as may be induced 
under the circumflances above dated 
to retreat hither, and give them grants 
Ccc of 
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of Jand, by way of bounty attd en- 
couragement, exempt from quit-rent 
for ten years ; and that I fliould alio 
giye every poffible encoufagemen,t in 
my power to the exportation of lum- 
ber from hence to the Weft-India 
Ifcnds: I therefore thought proper 
to d£re£t a Proclamation to iflue, no- 
trying and declaring this royal 
bounty and encouragement, but I 
ain afraid, from the circumitances of 
the 4m*s, that it will not be in ray 
power to have it (o generally dil- 
per&d and publiihed as I could wifh, 
we having no printing-preis in the 
Colony $ and therefore I have taken 
liberty to indole a copy of this pro- 
clamation to yonr Excellency, and to 
reqyeft that you will be pleafed to 
<iirecl that a number of copies of the 
feme may be printed and puhUihea 1 in 
your government. 

I have further to reqaeA, that your 
Excellency will be pleafed to afford 
f very afiiftance in your power to have 
$hefe Jus .Majeft/s molt gracious in- 
dentions carried into execution. 
I am, 
With great, regard and efleem, 
Sir, 
YfiuT mod obedient humble fervant, 
Peter Chester. 
His Excellency William Try**, Efq. 

, W E S T-F L p R 1 D A. 

By bis Excellency Peter Chwter, 

Captain General, Governor and 
Commander in Chief, in and over 
his Majeity's faid Povinces of Weft 
Florida, and the territories depend- 
ing thereon in America, Chancel- 
lor, Vice-admiral, and Ordinary 
of the fame, ice* 
A PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas hk Majefty by his rOyal 
infcru&ious, dated at St. James's the 
(He third day of February, in the year 
of our Lord one thoufand {even hun- 
dred and Seventy- four, and in the 
fourteenth yearof his reign, did think 
fit, wifch the ad vice of his Privy Coun- 



cil, to revoke arid annul. all the powers 
and authorities which before that* 
time had been given by his Majefty 
to the Governors of this Province, 
for the laying out and paffing grants 
of land within the fame, and to di- 
rect and appoint certain rules and re- 
gulations to be thenceforth ftri&ly 
and punctually obferved for the fu- 
ture difpofal, by public fale, of fuch 
lands, tenements, and hereditaments, 
as then were or hereafter fhould be in 
his Majefty's power to difpofe of 
within this province, in the manner 
by the faid inftruftions particularly 
mentioned and directed. And where- 
as his Majefty has been gracioufly 
pleafed to fignify his royal Wifties 
that the Governor of this province 
fhould afford every poffible protection 
to fuch of his fubje&s in the colonies 
in rebellion, as fhall be too weak to 
refill the violences of the times, and 
too loyal to concur in the meafnres of 
tfiofe who have avowed and fopported 
that rebellion, and are defirous of 
feeking an afylum in Weft-Florida ; 
and to that end his Majefty has been 
pleafed to direct that the execution of 
the inftru&ons of the third day of 
February, in the year of our Lord 
one thoufand feven hundred and fe- 
venty-four herein before mentioned, 
fiiould be fufpended for the prefent 
within this colony. And whereas his 
Majefty has alfo been pleafed to fig- 
nify his further pleafure to the Gover- 
nor of this province, to give every 
poffible encouragement to the expor- 
tation of lumber from this colony to 
his iflands in the Weft-Indies, it is 
therefore hereby notified .to all his 
Majefty's good and faithful fubje£s, 
who may be induced under the cir- 
cumftances above ftated, to feek a re- 
treat in this province, that the gover- 
nor of die /aid province, will afford 
them every poffible protection and 
countenance in his power ; and that 
they upon their arrival in this pro- 
vince, and applying to the Governor 
thereof in Council, for grants of 

land, 
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land, (hall obtain the feme, exempt 
from quit-rents for ten years, under 
the following regulations; to wit. 
That one hundred acres of land will 
be granted to every fuch perfon being 
matter or miftrefs of a family, for 
himfelf and herfelf; and fifty acres 
for every white or black man, woman, 
or child, of which fuch jperfon's fa^ 
mily (hall confift at the actual time of 
making the grant. And in cafe any 
fuch perfon, well afre&ed to the con- 
ftitutron, applying to the faid Gover- 
nor in Council for grants of land, 
/hall be defirous of taking up a larger 
quantity than the acluaf number of 
perfbns in his or her family would 
intitle fuch perfon tp take up, that 
the faid Governor in Council, will 
rant to every fuch perfon or perfons 
!uch further quantity of land as they 
may defire, not exceeding one thou- 
sand acres over and above what they 
are indtfcd to by the number of per- 
ions in their respective families. Pro- 
vided, it (hall appear to the faid Go- 
vernor, that they are In a condition 
and intention to cultivate the fame. 
And provided alio, that they, at the 
time of fuch application, do give 
good evidence to the Governor of the 
laid province,, of their real attach- 
ment to the confKtution, and of their 
non-concurrence in the rebellious pro-, 
ceedings in- the otjier colonies. And 
it is hereby further notified, that the 
Governor of this province will afford 
every ^offible encouragement to all 
his Majefty's good fubjecls, who may 
think proper to be concerned in the 
exportation of lumber, ami all other 
produce from this province to th? 
Weil-Indies, and that he will grant 
his licence to any fuch perfon or per? 
fons to cat wood and convert it into 
lumber, upon anv part of his Ma-i 
jelly's lands within this province. 
Provided always, that proper fecurity 
be given upon the exportation of any 
lumber, that the fame fhall be landed 
in fome of the Weil-India Iflands bc-p 
longu&g to the Ring, 



Given under my hand, and the 
Great Seal of his Majefty's faid pro,- 
vince, in the Council Chamber at 
Penfacola, the eleventfr day of No- 
vember, in the year of our Lord one 
thoufand feven hundred feventy-five, 
and in the fixteentn year of his Ma- 
jeiry's reign. 

Peter Chest e^. 
J5y his Excellency's command, 

Alex. Macullough,\D. Sec, 
GOD save the KING, 



Whitehall, November I, 1777. 
The following letter from General 
Sir William Howe to Lopd George 
Germain was received! the a$fh of 
lail mpnth, by the Swallow Packet 
from Maryland. 
Camp at the tieaJo/EU, A*$*fi 30, 

1777* 

My Lord, 

The duplicates of your LordWp'i 
difpatches, No. 10, it, and 12, with 
an original, No. 13, I had the ho- 
nour to receive on the i6th inftanr, 
by the Eagle Packet, 

My laft difpatches adyifed vour 
Lordlhip of the embarkation of the 
army at Suten Ifland, from whence 
the fleet failed on the a 3d of July, 
and arrived off the Capes of Dela-r 
ware on the 30th following ; when, 
from information, I judged it moil 
advifeable to proceed to Chefapeafc 
Bay t but meeting with conilant un- 
favourable winds, we did not enter 
the Bay until the 16th inftant ; frojti 
which time the winds proving fair, 
tjie fleet arrived at the mouth of the 
Elk River on the 2 2d, through a very 
difficult navigation; and the army 
landed on the 25th at Elk ferry, the 
enemy's army being then in the neighs 
bourhood of Philadelphia, 

On the *8th a corps of the ajtny 
marched from tjie ferry to this place, 
by the weft fide of the river, leaving 
Lieutenant-general Knyphaufen with 
three brigades in that camp, and one 
brigade on the communication. 

The corps commanded by General 

Ccc 1 Knypha\jfq» 
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Knypbaufen will crofs the ferry to 
Cecil Court-houfe to-morrow, and is 
to form a junction with this on the 3d 
next enfuing, about eight miles on 
this fide of Chriftian-bridge. 

The enemy's army is at this time 
encamped behind Brandy's-wlne 
Creek, with an advanced corps on 
White-clay Creek : therr force con- 
fills of about fifteen thoufand.men, 
including militia ; neverthelefs, I am 
of opi lion, it will be a difficult mat- 
ter to bring them to a general aftion, 
even though it mould be in the,de- 
ience of Philadelphia. 

The inclofed Declaration I have 
publiftied, to endeavour to quiet the 
minds of the people at large in Penn- 
fylvania, and the counties to which 
it hns relation, led aftray by the 
leaders in rebellion. 

By his Excellency Sir William Ho^ve, 

K. B. General and Commander in 

Chief, tec.&e.&e. 

DECLARATION. 

Sir William Howe, regretting the 
calamities to which ifcany of his Ma- 
lefty's faithful fubjefts are ftill ex_- 
'pofed by the continuance of the re- 
bellion, and no lefs defirous of pro- 
tecting the innocent, than determined 
to purfue with the rigours of war all 
thofe whom his Majefty's forces, in 
the courfe cf their progrefs, may find 
in arms againft the King, doth here- 
by affure the peaceable inhabitants of 
the province of Pennfylvania, the 
lower counties on Delaware, and the 
counties of Maryland on the eafterh 
fhore of Chefapeak Bay". That in 
order to remove any groundlefs ap- 
prehenfions which may have been 
raifed of their fuffering by depreda- 
tions of the army under his command, 
he hath iflued the ftricleft orders to 
the troops for the prcfervation of re- 
gularity and good difcipline, and has 
fignlfied, that the moll exemplary 
puniftiment ihall be inflicted upon 
thofe who mail dare to plunder the 
property f pr molelt the perfons^ of 



any of his Majefty's well difpofe4 
fubjeits. 

Security and protection are like- 
wife extended to all perfons inhabi- 
tants of'the province and counties 
aforefaid, wmy, not guilty of having" 
aflumed legiflative or judicial autho- 
rity, may have acted illegally in fu- 
boriinate ftations, and, confcious of 
their mifconduct, been induced to 
leave their dwellings ; provided fucli 
perfons do forthwith return, and re- 
main peaceably at their ufual places 
of abode. 

* Confidering moreover, that many 
officers and private men, now actually 
in arms againft his Majefty, may be 
willing to relinquifh the part they 
have taken in this rebellion, and re- 
turn to their due allegiance, Sir Wil- 
liam Howe doth : therefore promife a 
free and general pardon to all fuch 
officers and private men, as mail vo- 
luntarily come and furrender them- 
felyes to anv detachment of his Ma- 
jefty's forces, before the day on which 
it mail be notified that the faid indul- 
gence is to be difcontinued. 

Given under my hand,' at Head 
Quarters of the army, the 37th day 
of Auguft, 1777. ' 

' W. Howe. 

By his Excellency's command, 
Robert Mackenzie, Sec. 

Admiralty -Office, Nfoember 1, 1777. 

The following- is an extract of a 
letter from Lord Vifcount Howe, 
Commander m Chief of his Majeftj's 
ihips and veffels in North- America, 
to Mr. Stephens, received the 28th 
of laft month, by the Swallow Packet; 
from Maryland : 

Eagle, Elk River, Augujl 28, 1777* 
Sir, 

I informed yon in my laft letter, of 
the 9th of July," that the part of the 
army intended by the General for % 
particular lervice was embarked. 

I put to feafrom Sandy-Hook with 

the' fleet, confifting in the" whok of 

267 fail, the z$d of the fame month', 

- L being 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 389 ) 



being the .earliefl opportunity the 
weather would admit ; but having 
frequent calms, and conftant fouth- 
weft and foutherly winds jn the mean' 
time, the progrefs of t-he armament 
was fo much retarded, that we were 
not advanced along the coaft fo far as 
the Delaware before the 29th, nor 
off the capes of Virginia, the deftina- 
tion of the fleet, until the lAth in- 
fant. ...'•..'■ 
■ The wind then changing to the 
eaftward, the fleet proceeded on, and 
anchored' the next day within the en r 
trance^of-Chefapeak Bay. By the 
attention of Cap*. Griffith, com- 
manding in the rear, and the general 
good difpofiuon of the matters of the 
tranfports, the pafjage was effected 
without feparation. \ 

' Captain- Hammond, who had acr 
quired' a very "- correct knowledge of 
the navigation \ was withdrawn from 
the Delaware, the Roebuck being re T 
placed by the Liverpool, and charged 
with the care of ftationing proper pi- 
lot vefjels to mark out the channel 
up the "Chefapeak Bay. fhe fleet, 
with that, and the further afliftance 
of good pilots, being fafely conducted 
Mp to the head of the Bay, anchored 
between the Safafras and EJlk Rivers 
the 22d; ■ 

Having attended die General to 
reconnoitre the adjacent Chores next 
day, the defcent was fixed to be made 
on the 25 th in fhe Elk. 

The aebarkation of the army was 
to be made on this occasion in five di- 
vifions, correfpondent to the number 
of men which could be regularly 
landed from the flat-boats, at the fame 
time. 

' The covering ihips, confiding of 
the Roebuck, with the Apollo, 
Sphynx, Vigilant, Senegal, and 
Swift, moving up the river in the 
morning of the 25th, the flat-boats 
under the chief command of Captain 
Duncan, with the infantry of the firft 
£ivjfion, advanced, aad were fol- 



lowed in fucceflion by the tranfperti 
of the fecond and third divifions. 

No preparation being made to op- 
pofe the defcent, the tranfports of the 
other divifions were alfo ordered for- 
ward ; and the whole army, with the 
neceflary proportion of artillery and 
ftores, were landed on the fame day 
on the northern fhore, oppofite ta 
Cecil Court-houfe, about fix mile* 
from Turkey Point. 

Whitehall, Nov. !, 1777. 

The following letter from Lieute- 
nant - General Burgoyne to Lord 
George Germain was yefterday re- 
ceived by an armed tranfport that 
failed from Quebec the 7th of Oc- 
tober : 

Qamf 9 nearly oppo/Ite to Saratogba, 
Auguft 20, 1777. 
My Lord, 

In my laft difpatch (a duplicate of 
which will be inclofed herewith) I had 
the honour to inform your Lordfhip 
of the proceedings of the army under 
my command to the 30th of July. 

From that period to the 15th of 
Auguft, every poffible meafure was 
employed to bring forward batteaux, 
provifion and ammunition from Fort 
George to the firft navigable part of 
Hudfon's River; a diltance of 18 
miles j the roads in fome parts fteep; 
and in others wanting great repair. 
Of the horfes furnifhed by contract 
in Canada, not more than a third 
part was yet arrived. The delay wa» 
not imputable to neglect, but to the 
natural accidents attending fo long 
and intricate a combination of land 
and water carriage. Fifty teams of 
oxen, which had been collected in 
the country through which I had 
marched, were added to affift the 
tranfport; but thefe refources toge 
gether were found far inadequate to> 
the purpofes" of feeding the army and 
forming a magazine at the fame time. 
Exceeding heavy rains augmented 
the impediments. It was often ne- 

ceflaiy 
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tkSky to employ ten or twelve oxen 
upon a Angle batteaux : and after the 
ntmoft exertions for the fifteen days 
ibove ftated, there were not above 
four days provifions beforehand, nor 
above ten batteaux in the Hudfon's 
River. 

Intelligence had reached me, that 
Lieutenant-colonel St. Leger was be- 
fore Fort Stanwix, which was de- 
fended. The main army of the ene- 
my oppofed to me was at Still Water, 
a place between Saratogha and the 
Jnouthof the Mohawk. 

A rapid movement forward ap» 
jpeared to be of the utmoft confequenee 
at this period. The enemy could not 
nave proceeded up the Mohawk with- 
out putting themfelves between two 
ires, in cafe Lieutenant-colonel St". 
Leger mould have fuccecdod, and at 
belt being, cut off by my army from 
Albany; they muft either therefore 
have flood ah a&ion, have fallen back 
towards Albany, or have parted the 
Hudfon's River, in order to fecure a 
retreat to New-England higher up. 
Whichever of thefe meafures they 
had taken, fo that the King's army 
had been enabled to advance, Colo- 
nel St. Leger*s operations would have 
Jteen aflifled, a junction with him 
"probably fecurea, and the whole 
country of the Mohawk opened. 

To maintain the communication 
with Fort George during fuch a 
niovemeht, fo as to be fupplied by 
^aity degrees at a diilahce continually 
irtcreafing, was an obvious impoulbi- 
lity. The army was much too weak 
to have afforded' a chain of pofts : 
iffcorts for every feparate tranfport 
would have been ltiH a greater drain ; 
n6r could any have been made fo 
ftrbng as to force their way through 
firch pofitions as the enemy might take 
ah one night's march from the White 
Creek, where they had a numerous 
ihilitia. Had the enemy remained 
fupine through fear, or want of com- 
prehending fo palpable an advantage, 
the phyfical impoflibility of being 
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(applied by degrees from Fort George 
was iHlI in force, becaufe a new ne T 
ceffity of land carriage for nine miles 
arifes at Still Water ; and in propor- 
tion that carriages had been brought 
forward to that place, the tranfport 
muft have ceafed oehind. 

The alternative therefore was fhort ; 
either to relinquifh the favourable op- 
portunity of advancing upoa the ene- 
my, or to attempt other refourcea of 
fupply. 

It is well known that the enemy's 
fupplies in live cattle from a larga 
tract of country, pafled by the route 
of Mancheiler, Arlington, and other 
parts of the Hampshire grants to Ben- 
nington, in order to be occafionally 
conveyed from thence to the main 
army. A large depot of corn and of 
wheel carriages was alio formed at 
the fame place, and the ufual guard 
was militia, thourh it varied in num- 
ber from day to day. A fcherae was 
formed to furprize Bennington. The 
poneflion of the cattle and carriages 
would certainly have enabled the army 
to leave their dtftant magazines, and 
to have acled with energy and dis- 
patch. Succefs would aw have an- 
fwered many Secondary purposes* 

Lieutenant-colonel fiaum, an of- 
ficer well qualified for the undertake 
ing, was fixed upon to command. 
He had under him two hundred dik 
mounted dragoons of the regiment of 
Reifdefel, Captain Frazers markfr 
men, which were the only Britifh, 
all the Canadian volunteers, a party 
of the provincials who perfectly Knew 
the country, an hundred Indians, 
and two light pieces of cannon. The 
whole detachment amounted to about 
five hundred men. The interaction* 
were pofitive to keep the regular corps 
polled while the light ooops felt d^eir 
way, and not to incur the danger of 
being furrounded, or having a retreat 
x:ut off. 

In order to facilitate this operation* 
and to be ready to take the advantage 
of its fuccefs, the army moved up the 

ealt 
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eaft fhore of Hudfon's River on the killed or taken, 
iAth, a bridge was formed of rafts, 



over which the advanced corps parted, 
and encamped at Saratogha ; Lieute- . 
nant-colonel Breyman's corps were 
poftcd near Batten-kiln, and upon 
intelligence from Lieutenant-colonel 
Baum, that the enemy was ftronger 
at Bennington than expected, and 
were aware of his attack, that corps, 
confifting of the Brunfwick grena- 
diers, light infantry, and chafteurs, 
were fent forward to fuftain him. 

It fince appears that; Lieutenant-co- 
lonel Baum, not having been able to 
complete his march ilndifcovered, was 
joined at a place called Stantcoick 
Mills, about four miles fhort of Ben- 
nington, by many people profeiling 
themfelves to be loyalifts, A pro- 
vincial gentleman of confidence, who 
had been fent with the detachment, 
as knowing the country, and the cha- 
racters of the inhabitants, was fo in- 
cautious as to leave at liberty fuch as 
took the oath of allejriance. His cre- 
dulity and their profligacy caufed the 
firft misfortune : Colonel Baum was 
induced to proceed without fufficient 
knowledge of the ground ; his defign 
was betrayed ; the men who had 
taken the oaths were the firll to fire 
upon him ; he was attacked on all 
"fides ; he mewed great peribnal cou- 
rage, but was overpowered by num- 
bers. 

' During this time Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Breyman was upon the march 
through a heavy rain. And fuch were 
/the other impediments ftated in that 
officer's report, of bad roads, tired 
horfes, difficulties in paffine artillery 
carriages, &c« that he was from eight 
in the morning of the 15 th to four in 

* the afternoon the following day mak- 
ing about twenty-four miles. He 

* engaged, fought gallantly, and drove 
'the enemy from three feveral heights, 

but was too late to fuccour Colonel 
tSaum, who was made prifoner, and a 
confiderable part of his dragoonsrwere 



The failure of am- 
munition, from the accidental break- 
ing to pieces of a tumbril, unfortu- 
nately obliged Lieutenant-colonel 
Breyman to retire conquering troops, 
and to leave behind two pieces of 
cannon, befides twp which had been 
loft "by Lieutenant-colonel Baum. 
The Indians made jjood their retreat 
from the firft affair, as did Captain 
Frazer, with part of his company, 
and many of the Provincials and Ca- 
nadians. 

The lofs, as at prefent appears, 
amounts to about four hundred mea 
killed and taken in both a&ions, and 
twenty-fix officers, moftly prifoners; 
but men who were difperfed in the 
woods drop in daily. A correct rec- 
tum mall be tranfmitted to your 
Lord/hip the firft opportunity. 

This, my Lord, is the true ftatp 
of the event. I have not dwelt upon 
errors, becaufe in many inftances they 
were counterbalanced by fipirit. Tl^s 
enemy will of courfe find matter qf 
.parade in the acquifition of four piece* 
of cannon, but that apart they have 
fmall caufe for exultation : their lo$ 
in killed and wounded being more 
than double to ours, by the confeffion 
of their prifoners and deferters, ari4 
of many inhabitants who were wifc- 
nefles to the burial of the dead. 

The chief fubject of regret on our 
fide, after that which any lofs of gal- 
lant men naturally occafions, is the 
difappointment of not obtaining live 
cattle, and the lapfe of time in Ring- 
ing forward the magazines. 

The heavy work is now nearly com- 
pleated, and a new bridge of boats is 
thrown over the-Hudfon's River oppo- 
fite to Saratogha* theformer one of raft$ 
having been carried away by the fwell 
of water after the late continual rains. 
When enabled to move, nothing 
within my fcale of talent fhall be leu 
unattempted, to fulfil his Majefty's 
orders ; and I hope circumftanaes 
will be fuch, that my endeavours may 
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fee in fome degree aflifled by a co-* the forts by the garrifons, ancf upoif 



operation of the army under Sir Wil- 
liam Howe. 

I have the hdnOur to be, &c. 

J. BtffcGOYNL*. 

&xtra3 tf a letter from Lieutenant- 
toluntl St. Leger to Lieutenant-ge- 
neral Burgoyne y brought throuvb 
the woods by an Indian, dated be- 
fore Fort 'Stanwix, Auguft 11, 

' 1 777- 

' After combating the natural diffi- 
culties of the river St. Lawrence,' 
and the artificial ones the enemy 
threw in my way at Wood Creek, I 
inverted Fort Stanwix the ^d inftant. 
On the Jth I learnt from difcovering 
parties on the Mohawk River, that a 
body of one thoufand militia were on 
their march to raife the fiege. On the 
confirmation of this news, I moved 
a large body of Indians, wit£ fome 
troops the fame night, to lay in am- 
bufcade for them on their march. 
They fell into it. The compleateft 
victory was obtained : above 400 lay 
dead on the field, amoneft the number 
of whom were almoftaJl the principal 
movers of rebellion in that country. 
There are fix or feven hundred men 
in the fort. The militia will never 
rally; all that I am to apprehend 
therefore that will retard my progrefs 
in joining you, is a reinforcement of 
what they call their regular troops, 
by the way of Half-moon, up the 
Mohawk Riverl A diverfion there- 
fore from your army by that quarter, 
will greatly expedite my junction 
with either of the grand armies. 

Letters have been alfo received 
from General Sir Guy Carleton, 
riving an account of an attempt made 
by a large body of the rebels on 
Ticonderoga and Fort Independence, 
on the 1 6 th of September. That 
they furprifed and made prifoners 
part of four companies of the 53d 
regiment that were ftarioned at the 
Carrying-place and Sugar Loaf Hill, 
and had deflroyed fome waggons, 
- boats, &c. but had beaten off from 



the approach of a reinforcement from 
Crown Point had withdrawn intirely* 
That Colonel St. Leger, finding Fort 
Stariwi* too ftrongly fortified, and 
tne garrifon too numerous to be taken 
by afTault, and the Indians being 
alarmed by a falfe report of the ap- 
proach of a large body of the rebel 
continental troops, he had given over 
the attempt of forcing a patfage down 
the Mohawk River, and returned to 
Montreal, from whence he had pro-' 
ceeded to Ticonderoga, intending to 
join Lieutenant-general Burgoyne by 
that route. - 

That the 31ft regiment had been 
ordered there with Brigadier-general 
Maclean by Sir Guy Carleton, who 
had gone up to St. John's, where he 
had received a letter from the Briga- 
dier, of which the following is an ex 
tract: 

BxtraB of a letter from Brigadier-ge- 
neral Maclean to Governor Sir Gup 
Carleton^ dated at Ticonderoga^ 
September 30, 1777* 
This morning an' exprefs ariived 
from General Burgoyne with a ver- 
bal account of a very fmart and long 
action that happened on the 19th. 
There is no lift of killed and wound- 
ed, but what Mr. Philips relates ver- 
bally. The action lalled from 12 
o'clock till dark ; the grduhd'was fb 
very difadvantageous, that only thre# 
Britifh regiments were fairly engaged. 
Our lofs is about 150 killed on the 
fpot, and 350 wounded. Nine of- 
ficers killed, and a great mariy wound- 
ed. It is faid we buried 600 of the 
enemy, and that vaft numbers are 
wounded. We .did hot gain the fieFd 
till after dark. Arnold commanded* 
The rebels retired to their camp, 
half a league from the field of battle. 
[London Gazette* 

General BurGoyne'j Lijlruflions to 
Lieutenant -colonel Baum. 
The object of your- expedition is, 
tf try the affection of the country ; 

to 
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to difcohcert: the Councils of the ene- 
my ; to mount the RudeiTells dra^ 
goons; to compleat Petre's corps} 
and to obtain large fupplies of cattle; 
horfes; and carriages. 

t The feveral corps, of Which the 1 
inclofed is a lift, are to be under your 
com man dl ^ ' ' 

The troops riitrft take 1 nfc tents, and 
what little baggage^ is carried by the 
pfficers; muft be oil their owri batta- 
lion horfes': ' 

, ' You are to proceed from Batteri 
Kill tb Arlington, and tjffee poft 
ihere till the detaehhient of the Pro- 
vincial^, under the. command of Cap- 
tain Sherwood ftiall join you from the 
fouthward. • ■ > 

You are then to piroceed to Mart* 
theftef, where you will again take 
poft, To as to fecufe the pafs of the* 
mountains, oh the road from Man* , 
chefterto RockinghaniY from thence 
you will detach the Indians and light > 
troops to the Northward, towaids Otter 
Creek. On their return, and receiv- 
ing intelligence that no enemy is upon 
the Gonneftl-nlt River, you will pro*-, 
creed by the ro"ad over the" mountains 
to Rockingham* where you will take 
poft. This will be the mofl diftant 
part of. the expedition, and jhuft be 
proceeded upon" with caution, as you 
will have the defiles of the mountains 
"behind you, which might make a re- 
treat difficult. You mail therefore 
endeavour to be well informed of die 
forct of the enemy's militia in the 
neighbouring country : mould you 
find it may with prudence be effected, 
you are to remain there while the In- 
dians and light titKjps are detached up 
the river ; and you are afterwards to 
defcend the river to Brattlebofodgh, 
and from that place, by the qukkdt 
match, you ate to return by the great 
road to Albany, 

Daring your whole progrefsj your 
detachments are to hare orders to 
•bring into you all horfes fit to mount 
the dragoons under your command, 
or to ferve ^ battalion horfe* for the 
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tfobps ^together with as many faddfe> 
and bridles as can be found : thfc 
number of horfes requifite, befidei 
thofe heceftary for mounting the re- 
giment of dragoons, ought to be 
thirteen hundred ; if you can bring 
more for the ufe &f the army, it will 
be fo much the better. Your parties 
ate; Kkewlfe to bring in Waggons and 
Other convenient carriages, with as 
many draught oxen as will be neceflkry 
to draw them; and all cajtle fit f or 
fladghter -(milch cows excepted, which 
ate to be left fot thC ufe of the inha- 
bitants) ; regular receipts, in tlte 
form hereto fubjoined; are to be riven 
in all places, where any of the Sovei 
articles are taken, to filch perfons a* 
have remained in their habitations, 
and Otherwife complied with the terms' 
of General Burgoyne's Manifefto ; 
but no receipt to be given to fuch a£ 
are known to be adtiifg in the fervictf 
of the rebels. As you will have with 
you perfons perfectly acquainted with 
the country, it may perhaps be ad- 
vifeable to tax the feveral diftricls with 
the j>ortions. of the feveral articles^ 
and limit the hours for the delivery ; 
and mould yon ! find it necefTary to 
move before fuch delivery can be 
made; hoftages of the mofl refpe&able 
people mould be takeri to fecure their 
following you the next day. All pof- 
fible means are tp be ufed to prevent 
plundering. As it is probable that 
Capt: Sherwood, who is already de- 
tached, to the fouthward, and will 
join you at Arlington, will drive a 
confiderabie quantity of cattle and 
horfes to you, you will therefore fend 
in thefe cattle to the army, with a 
proper* detachment from Petre's corps 
to cover them, in Order to difmcum- 
ber yourfelf^ but you mufl always 
keep the regiment of dragoons corn- 
pad. The dragoons themfelves muft 
ride and take care of the horfes of the 
regiment, Thofe horfes that are des- 
tined for the Ufe of the army, muft 
be tied in ftringspf ten each, in order 
that one man may lead ten horfes. 
D d d y ou 
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You will give the unarmed men of as ftrong a poft as the country will 



Metre's corps to conduct : them, and 
inhabitants whom ye can trufl. - 

You muft always keep your camps 
in good pofirion, but at the fame time 
where there is pafture ; and you mull 
have a chain of centinels around your 
cattle when grazing. 

Colonel Skene will be with you as 
mych as pofTible, in order to diftin- 
gqifh the good fubjects from the bad; 
fo procure the befl intelligence of the 
enemy, and choofe thofe . people who 
are to bring me the accounts of your 
progrefs and fuccefs. 

When you find it necefTary to halt 
a day or two, you mult always in* 
trench the camp of the regiment of 
dragoons, in order never to rifque an 
attack or affront from the enemy. 

As you will return wifh the regi- 
ment of dragoons mounted, you muft 
always have a detachment of Captain 
Frazer's, or Petre's corps, in front of 
the column, and the fame in the rear, 
in order to prevent your falling into 
an ambufcade when you march through 
the woods. 

You will ufe all poiiible means to 
make the country oelieve, that the 
troops under your command are the 
advanced corps of the army ; and 
that it is intended to pafs to Connec- 
ticut, on the road to Bofton : you 
will likewlfe infinuate, that the main 
army from Albany is to be joined at 
Springfield, by a corps of troops from 
Rhode Ifland. 

It is highly probable, that the corps 
under Mr. Warner, now.fuppofed to 
be at Manchefter, will retreat before 
you ; fcut fhould they, contrary to ex- 
pectation, be able to collect in great 
force, and poft themfelves advanta- 
geoufly, it is left to ypur difcretion 
to attack them or not ; always bearing 
jin mind, that your corps is too valu- 
able to let any confiderable lofs be ha- 
zarded on this occafion. 

Should any corps be moved from 
,Mr. Arnold's main army, in order to 
interrupt your retreat, you are to take 



afford, and fend the quickeft intellU, 
gence to me; and you may depend 
upon my making fuch movements as 
fhall put the enemy between ? t\vo fires r 
or otherwife effectually fuftain you. 
. It is imagined the progrefs of the 
whole of this expedition may be ef- 
fected in about a fortnight ; but every 
movement of it rtiaft depend on your 
fuccefs in obtaining fuch fupplies of 
provifions as will enable you to fubfLft 
for your return in this army, in cafe 
you can get no more. And fhould 
not the army beetle to reach Albany 
before your expedition fhould be corn- 
pleated, I wOl find njeans to fend 
you notice of it, ' and give your route 
another direction. 

All perfons acting in Committees, 
or any officers under the direction of 
the Congrefs, either civil or military, 
to be made prifoners. 

I heartily wifh you fuccefs, and 
have die honour to be, Sir, 

Your humble fcrvant, 
J. Burcoyne, Lieut. General. 
Headquarters, Aug . 9, 1777. 

Fijh-kilU Jug. 21. 
EqtraSl of a letter from Albany, 
Aug. 18. 
ff Since" my laft I have had the 
pleafure of feeing Col. "Wallers ; he 
nearly agrees with the account I gave 
you in my lalt of the engagement he 
had with the enemy. He however 
adds, that from all the accounts he 
could collect from the Indians and in- 
habitants near the fort, Sir John 
iohnflon fell in the engagement. The 
illcd and wounded of the enemy in 
both engagements, from all that can 
be collected, exceeds three hundred. 
Thofe that were with General Harke- 
nien all agree, that they killed and 
wounded that number ; for they fay, 
that the Indians were more than half 
drunk, and mewed themfelves more 
openly than has ever been known, 
and the regulars marched on very 
boldly three deep, -and. our people, 

known 
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fenown to Indian wars, placed them- vince. - Some time before Gen. Bur-' 
felves immediately behind trees/ and goyne fet pat," he dlfpatched Col. St. 
made great havock among themj; Eeger and Sir John'Johnfton, the for- 
their cartridges being made up of mer having about 600 -regulars, and 
three buck mot and a bullet. Some the latter poo favages, of the Upper 
fay they have fe,en three fall by a fhot;; Nations, r both to act in conjunction : ' 
however, the moft moderate compu-' their route was by Number 4, to go 
tation exceeds three hundred. The down the Mohawk River, and to fur- 
Indians got a fevere drubbing, that PJ™ ^ e r *bels # at Fort Stanwix. ' 
the greater part have left them, and Here they were difappointed, as the 
are,gone home. "'.„'* former were well advifed of their 



The day before yefterday'we re-' 
ceived an account that Walter Sutler," 
with fourteen white men, and four- 
teen Indians, had come to the Ger- 
man Flats, with a manifefto from' 
Barry St. Leger (the General com- 
manding the, enemy's army in that 
guarter) being on a truce to the inha-^ 
itants of Tryon Country, figned 
Daniel Clans and John B drier, ex 



coming, and were as well prepared, 
as you will find hereafter. When 
they came within 12 miles of that 
fort, they had advice of a party of 
8 or 900 of the rebels coming to 
reinforce the garrifon. The King's 
troops polled themfelves in a very ad-' 
Vantageous fpot, between them and 
the fort, and lay in ambum till they 
came up, when the favages fallied 



iorting the people to. lay down their out together with the troops, which 



arms ; and a letter from two perfons, 
fuppofed to be taken prisoners among 
them, giving an account of the huma- 
nity that was fhewn to them, and alio 
exhorting the inhabitants tamely to 
fubmit. 'the letter is a forgery, and 
the former clearly indicates, that they 
are unable to fubdue us by arms, and 
that their only way to obtain their' 
wifhes is, to deceive and miflead the 
credulous. Mr. Butler paid for his 
pains, for himfelf and party were im- 
mediately made prifoners. 

' ' An Heffian officer and four pri- 
vates, defer ted from Fort Edward, 
inform,' that about 6000 of the ene- 
my's troops were at Fort Edward. 
Gen. Arnold is gone to the weft ward. 1 
Gen. Gates is arrived at Albany ; his 
coming is very animating to our army. 
Great numbers of the back inhabi- 
tants are flocking down with their 
families, having left moft part of their 
fubftance 1 behind them.— Their cafe ; 
is truly deplorable.*' 
Extrafi of a letter' from a gentlemen in 
Quebec to his friend at Cork, dated 

]. S&'6> 077- . ' " 

** I mall now give you fome little 

account of the manoeuvres, firice the 

opening of the campaign in this pro- 



fo furprifed the rebels, that there were 
more than half of them cut off or 
taken prifoners. 

. " Soon after that fkirmim, they 
marched againil the fort, and opened 
fome batteries on it, Vhich had little 
or no effect, they having no more ar- 
tillery than z fix ppunders, 2 threes, 
and 2 or three fmall mortars. The 
rebels made a fally out, in which 
time there was a fmart fire ; they re- 
tired with the lofir of fome men into 
the fort. There were about 30 la- 
vages killed, among who were fome 
of their Chiefs, which ftruck the 
others with fuch: terror, that they im- 
mediately ptopofed to Col. St. Leget 7 
to raife die fiege. A {touting party 
of the favages that were out, brought 
advice that a large body of rebels 
were within two miles of them, and 
that they mould be furrounded. A 
little after they faw four men go inta 
the fort, through a fwamp they 
before thought impartiable. 

" This alarmed the troops, and 
got in order for an immediate retreat, 
which they effected in the night, 
leaving every thing behind them. 
The lavages being difappointed of 
the fpoil they expected in the fort, 
Ddd 2 now 
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™ w t*?*^ fo- plunder the camf. 
t ?W began with the officers cafes of 
liquor, and every tjiiog that came in 
their way after, nor dare any oficejr 
to prevent them, fhey being more 
than double their number/ ^nd it w,a» t 
with the greateit precaution they kept^ 
them from falling on the remauider 



3$^ )* 

joined Qene^aJ BurgojueV fpraging 
party, and many of them were taken 
by the enemy, and every prifoner put 
to death. Nine tenths- of the Cana- 
dians are ftrong rebels^ There were 
upwards of 900 on the foraging party, 
and ope half of them did not get 
back. Since this lofs, Gen. Burgoyne 



or the troops and officers, to put tjiein, has been obliged to make a ftand at 
ail to death. Their route was the Saratoga, bqt advice has 1 been receiv- 



fame road as when they advanced. 
The lavages finding their provifion^ 
fliort, took the beft part ofi^ anj 
left them, taking to the woods. . Col.j 
St. Leger and has men fuifered muchi 
for the neceflaries of life, as they were 
four day* without any thing to eat or 
drink. General 5 Burgoyne's fora^ig: 
party, 30 miles from Saratoga, wer* 
defeated with great lofs, and' every 
man would have been'cut; oft' but £br 
the ihelter of the night. Here thirty, 
Uvages were 'killed, among them 
tWoor three of' their Chiefs, la a, 



ed lhat diey were to be in motion on 
the 4th inft. to go towards Albany; 
be the confequen'Cq what it 'may. 
( "«« Private letters fay, that the ffcir- 
nufh with the foraging party happen- 
ed on the 16th ult; at Van Skoiks 
Mills, near Bennington. Lieutenant 
Baume commanded the party, which 
conJifted of part of the regiment of 
RidfaTs dragoons, 1 Capt. Frazer's 
company,; 150 Provincials, and loocj 
favages. * The dragoons were all cut 
off, the Commander, with molt of 
his officers^ taken prifoners, ^3 fa- 



oay or two after this,, fbme fcvages, vages killed, ' and near 50 wounded; 
yenj to an hoqfe, where they fowid aria? had not a reinforcement came up; 
a wpman and her daughter, a gpl o£ the whole party would have been kiL- 
abouM8, whom they butchered in a ed or <aken pnfoners. On this lofs," 
molt inhuman manner,, which corn-, lavages went expreft acrofs to Col. St. 
ing to the knowledge of Cetera], Leger's,' which occafioned ' them td 
Burgoyne,' had the aJTaffins tried at a abandon him, and the few men he 
Court- Martial* and condemned to be ; * 
hanged; but remonftrances from their 
phiefs, and promifes for their future 
good behaviour, they were pardoned. 
In' a day or two after, . mod, of them, 
left the camp^' an<J went to their fa- 
milies, fifty excepted, who came here, 
two days ago, and told General Carle- 
ton they were retrained hy General 
Jjurgbyae^ and that' they would not 
have gone, fo near this campaign, if they 
knew they were to have a new father;- 
tjiat they heaj;d from their lands, that 
many men of their nation were dif- 
afTecled K and were ready to take the 
opposite fide ; but they doubted not 
tpbe able to bring them over to the 
King's intereft. J . : 

*' All this was nothing but flattery 



brought back had nothing' with them 
but the cloaths on their backs and 
tlieir firelocks; every article of their* 
camp equipage was left behind, evert 
to their napfacksi" • - l • "* • ■■* 

By the Hon. JBenedict Arnold, 

Efq. Major-general and Commander 

in Chief of the army of the United 

States of America on the Mohawi 

River. ' ' : 

Whereas a certain Barry St. Leger, 

a Brigadier-general in the fervice of 

the - .George of Great-Britain; 

at the head of a banditti' of robbers; 

murderers, arid traitors, compofed o? 

favages of America, and more favage 

Britons, . (among whom is a rioted Sir 

John' Johnfton, John ^utler, and 



as they were difappointed in plunder, tteniej Ckus) have lately appeared in 
they came to get prefents, &c. & the frontiers' of this State,' and " have 
good number of the, Albany pcoplq thr^atcned:ruin and destruction to air 
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A$ inhabitants- of the .United States. 
They have alfo, by artifice and nrif r 
^representation, induced many of the 
Ignorant and unwary fubjecls of thefe 
'States, to forfeit their allegiance to 
ithe fame, and join with" them in fheir 
atrocious crimes, ' and parties of 
treachery and parricide. 

Humanity to thofe poor jdeluded 
ivretches, whp are naftening blind : 
fold to deflruftion, induces me to 
5>ffer then}, and alf' others concerned! 
whether favages, Germans, Ameri- 
cans, or Britons^ PARDON, pro r 
vided\ they do, within ten <fays from 
the date hereof, come in' and lay 
down their arijjs, fue for protection, 
and fwear allegiance to the United 
States of America. 

* Ijut if ftill blind to their own in : 
tereft and fafety, they OD-fHnatejy perr 
Till in their wicked courfes, determin- 
ed to draw on themfelves the firft ven- 
geance of Heaven, and of this exa£ 
derated country, they jnuft expect no 
mercy from either. ' 

B. Arnold, M. G. 
pi*ven under my band, Head-Quarters • 
\ German Flats, 20th Auguft, 1777. 

Philadelphia, Sept. 3. Congrefi 
jtook into confideration the report of 
the Committee on the mode of con- 
ducting the inquiry into the caufes of 
the evacuation of Ticonderoga and 
Mount Independence ; and into the 
condu£l of the General officers in th£ 
Northern department at the time of 
the evacuation, whereupon, 

Refolved, That a Committee of 
fhr'ee members of the Congrefs be ap- 
pointed and authorized to correfpond 
With public bodies, or private perfons, 
t>y letter or otherwife, in this and the 
neighbouring States, in order to col- 
left the cleared and fulleft evidence 
of the Hate of the army in the Nor- 
thern department, and alfo of the 
ftate of the troops, military ftores and 
J>rovifion at the faid poll, before and 
at the time, when the evacuation was 
determined uponJ ""* 
' ■ To call for and examine the Minutes 



of the -Council of war; and to en- 
enquire what orders were given, from 
time to time, by the Commander in 
Chief of that department. 

To inquire particularly if the bar- 
racks and ftores, were destroyed, 0? 
left (landing. 

To inquire of the Quarter-mafjer 
General, and Commiflary General, 
what quantity of provifton had been 
laid * up at Ticonderoga, or near it, 
for the ufe of the garrifon, and what 
measures were taken or taking for 
throwing in further fupplles. 
" To inform themfelves, as fully as 
poffibje, of the number, appoint- 
ment^ of the enemy from the time of 
their landing to the time of evacuat- 
ing the fort ; and alfo of the number, 
quality and condition of the garrifon, 
and if any, and what meafures were 
taken to gain intelligence of the 
ftrerifcth of the enemy, by the Com- 
mander in Chief, or the Commanding 
Officer at 1 Ticonderoga. 

To'kiqutre of the Clothier General 
what cloathing, from time to time, 
had been lifted for die ufe of the 
Northern department ; and from other 
public officers, into the expenditure 
of fuch general iflues. 

To inquire into the number, equip- 
ment, and behaviour of the militia, 
and the term of fervice for which they 
were engaged, at and before the time 
of the evacuation ; into "the fituation 
and condition of the lines at Ticon- 
deroga, and the fortifications upon 
Mount Independence. What works 
had teen thrown up by the enemy,' 
what pofts they had taken, and the 
diftance of their works ; what orders 
had been given bythe Commanding 
Officer for directing and regulating a 
retreat, and the manner in which the 
retreat was conducted; what orders 
were given relative to the lick, and 
what care taken of them. Whether 
any Continental troops, and what 
number were at Albany, or in the 
neighbourhood, how long they Jiad 
been there, and why they were not 
ordered to Ticonderoga. 

Tc, 
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To inquire Into the number and 
fize of cannon, and whether, any were 
removed before the evacuation ; the 
quantity and fpecies of military lores'; 
tne ftate of the arms, both of the 
Continental foldiers and militia, whe- 
ther the troops were furnifhed with 
bayonets, and whether there were 
uny, and what number of pikes or 
(pears proper for defending lines. 

That upon fuch inquiry and collec- 
tion of facts, a copy of the whole He 
tranfmitted, by the faid Committee, 
to General Wafhington, and that 
thereupon he appoint a Court Martial 
for the trial of General Officers who 
were in the Northern department 
"when Ticonderdga and Mount Inde- 
pendence were evacuated, agreeable 
to the rules and articles of war. 

Auguft 28/Congrefs proceeded to 
the election of the Commute to coif 
left evidence and facts relative to the 
evacuation of Ticonderoga, &c. and 
the ballots being taken, 

Mr. Laurens, Mr. Richard Henry 
Lee, and Mr. John Adams, were 
elected. 

Publilhed by order of Congrefs, 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 
In Cojtgrejjy Sept, 1, 1 7 77. 

Refolved, That General Wafhing- 
ton be directed to appoint a Cdurt of 
Enquiry relative to the late expedition 
by General Sullivan againft the Britifh 
forces on Staten-lfland. 

Copy from the Journals. 
William Ch. Houston, £). Sccl 



The public now beholds the fare of 
that army, on which they were taught 
to believe, two months ago, that the 
evjnt of the American war principally 
depended. What itories did, we not 
hear of a junction to be formed w'th 
General Howe, of the New-England 
provinces to be'iubdued, ofWaihing- 
ton to be got between two fires, and 
the communication to be* 'Cat off 
between the IV or: hern and Southern 
parts of America'. Let us -now mark 
the cvtait. ■•. If Gen. Burgc^fe; 'Maul'd 



winter in' Albany, his fittiation for 
eight months to come, will be as de- 
plorable as even his enemies could de- 
fire. Every load of fuel, and every 
pound of provifionhe has in his army, 
mult be obtaihed by detachments fent 
into the country.; thefe detachments 
will be attacked ; his quarters will be 
for ever beat up^" his men will be? 
worn down with fatigue, till, by the 
end of the whiter, of a gallant, army 
of 7000 men, with which he marched 
out of Canada, v hardly fo many hun- 
dreds, probably, will remain. Sucti, 
will be the cafe, fuppofing him to ac- 
complifh liis intention 'of getting to 
Albany, But it is' next to a certainty, 
that he has before this began his re- 
treat into Canada ; and his fituation, 
on that fuppofition, is dreadful to. 
think of. With a viclorious army 
'purfuing him in the rear with bodies 
interpoied before him, with the mili- 
tia of all the New-England provinces, 
flocking down upon him on all fides ; 
he has a march to perform of a hun- 
dred miles, through a country, in 
which, according to his own account^ 
he* was fometimes unable to proceed 
more than 18 miles in 15 days. The 
difficulties of moving large bodies irj 
fuch countries, people, it is to be. 
hoped, will begin at laft to under- 
hand, and not iuppofe that an army 
in a wildernefs, is to proceed at the 
fame rate as an ordinary foot-travellef 
on a turnpike-road. By the time his 
army gets back into Canada, their 
Jofles and dinre/Tes may be fuch as 
humajiity ihu'dders to think of: but 
if the accounts received be true, of 
the Provincials having deftroyed^all . 
the batteaux on Lake George, f no- 
man can fay whether ever live hun- 
dred of them will get back to'X^riada 
at all. Such is the'fate of the fecpnd 
expedition, which has npw^beenatr 
tempted frpia Crfnacla to '■ Albiny • 
by means, of which, as the Miriiftry 
have always told us, the reduction of 
America wa? principally to be accom- 
plished^ ,The filly~ account 'of ^ Bur- 
; ' e * Vi * J 'goyne's 
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goyne's having, obtained a vi&ory over 
Arnold, and kjlle4 ft many tfypufand 
of liis men, .are fit only to be circu- 
lated in -the Drawing* foom at St. 
James!su People, , at ail acquainted 
with affairs, know, the falfehood of 
fuch intelligence by; the mere conftde- 
ration of the dates , and , difiances. 
Thus much we, know, for- certain from 
GeneraL Burgoyne's .own accounts,, 
published In the Gazette,, that he had 
loft in aftipns with the ejiejny upwards 
of 1000 men, *andat the time of his 
writing had only four days^rovifioits 
in advance. The nation will now de- 
termine,, whether, under the aflur- 
ances of men who have thus, deceived 
them, they will perfift in profecuting 
a war, intended originally to fubyert 
the liberties of the Empire, and end- 
ing, on every fuppofition, in die ruin 
of this country. 

, The misfortunes .and drfgraces of 
our arms, in this unhappy; and in- 
fane American war, are not owing to 
our Generals, Admirals, or other of- 
ficers, but to the want of ability in 
our Minifters ; or ratther, to fpeak 
properly, to the mifconducYof Lord 
.George Germain. m This noblemen 
went into his prefent office, where, 
by his fituation, and department,: he 
muft have the conducting of the war ; 
and for this exprefs and particular 
purpofe he went into that office. 
He accepted the feals on the 4th of 
November, 1775. On the 20th of 
JVlarch, 1776 (near five months after, 
he became the War Miniiter), Gene- 
ral Howe was driven out of Boiton. 
: He was neceffitated, in the moil ha- 
zardous feafon, to go to Halifax, 
.there being no other place open to 
him. However, he left Commodore 
Bankes (fince dead of a broken heart) 
at the mouth of Borton harbour, in 
cafe any advices mould come from 
England, to fend them to Halifax. 
On the 1 2th of May he fent an ac- 
count of the meafures he had been 
obliged to take. This -letter he di r 



te&ed to die Ear J of Dartmouth, Her 
4i& not know that Lord Dartmouth 
was removed from the American of- 
fice. Lord , George Germain had 
not lent him even a common oiHcial 
notice of his own appointment. Ge- 
neral Howe was left to aft as.jbt could. 
Lord George fent him no orders'; he. 
Jiad prepared no plan of operations 
for. the campaign, although he had 
npw been fo many months la office* 
Foreign troops, were hired ;, an im- 
menfe expehce was incurred $ r alLwas 
hurry and bu Hie at the. Secretary's 
office ; fine fpeeches, and great pro- 
mifes, were made in Parliament. 
Still there was no plan of operations 
framed. Every tiling was kft . to 
chance. When the Miniiter heard of 
the evacuation of Boiion, he did not 
fend any inftruc~tions»'to Gen, Howe ; 
although the General had taken the 
precaution \ to itadori . Commodore 
Bankes, to forward any to him, in 
cafe any mould come. On. the 10th 
of June, General Howe kft Halifax; 
and on the 29th he arrived at Staten- 
Ifland. On the 6th of May the, fo- 
reign troops, and on the 12th of May 
Lord Howe, failed from Portfinouth 
for America. General Howe was to- 
tally ignorant of the defigns of the 
Miniihy ; and the Miniiby were to- 
tally ignorant of the deiigns of Ge- 
neral Howe. Here the ill effects be- 
gan to appear, of there being no plan 
cf operations laid down. The foreign 
troops were obliged to go to Halifax, 
to know where General Howe was ; 
and Lord Howe, though he failed 
after them, was obliged to do the 
fame. When they arrived at Halifax, 
they were told General Howe was 
gone to the neighbemrhood of New- 
York. The army and Admiral pro- 
ceeded like the firft adventurers, 
along the coall of America, looking 
out for a place to land at, in a great, 
populous, and hofpitable country, 
that but yefterday- (as it were) was all 
our own ; but which, the mad policy 
of an ignorant and infamous Miniftrv, 

had 
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had made defperate 
Auguft, the fleets and armi« all 
joined at Staten-Ifland. Thefeafon 
being fo far advanced, nothing was 
done this campaign, but taking New- 
York. It was not General Howe's 
fault, that more was not done, but 
the fault of the Minifter, who acled 
upon no fyftem, who laid down no 
plan ; who left every thing to chance. 
Great promifcs were again made in 
Parliament ; America was to be con- 
quered in 1777 ; and the army being 
there, and on the fpot, the conqueft 
would go on moft rapidly. Lord 
George Genhain, it may be prefumed, 
by this time, faw his error in not 
having laid down feme plan of opera- 
tion*. He conceived a defign of 
marching through the country, from 
Canada to New- York. This was his 
frjt y and the only plan he has formed 
fince he came into oihcc. Of the folly 
of this plan, the fa& is recent, and 
undeniable. It has been rendered 
abortive. But fuppofe it to have 
been fuccefsful, of what ufe was it ? 
General Burgoyne might be faid to 
have marched acroft the country ; but 
it could not be faid, that he had con- 
quered an inch of it. But the plan 
was imperfect ; which fhews the want 
efwifdorn in the framer. To have 
enfured the fuccefs of it, General 
Howe ihould have had orders to go 
up the Hudfon's River. In that cafe 
the two armies might, and in all pro- 
bability would, have met. But. Ge- 
neral Howe had no fuch orders : he 
was left to himfelf, to ad as he pleaf- 
ed. And now, the imperfection of 
the plan being obvious, and it having 
mifcarried through want of wifdom in 
the framer, the blame is thrown upon 
General Howe. Every runner, from 
Mr. Hans Stanley downward, are 
violent agafnft the Howes. Even 
Lord Mansfield abufes the Howes. 
This is the old tricky of throwing the 
blame, that juiHy belongs to the Mi- 
niftry, upon the unfortunate officers. 
As to the expedition againft Carolina-, 



< 4< * > 

On the 1 ith of under Sir rVter Parker arid 

Clinton, and the expedition on the 
Mohawk River, under Colonel St.* 
Leger, the man deferves tb be fet 
down as a lunatic, who* contrived 
them. And as to the operations of 
General Howe, the feafbri is too far 
advanced for them to be attended with; 
any material eonfequences, \ except 
fpving further inftructions to the Ame- 
ricans in the art of war. 



It is curious to recollect the fuccef-' 
fion of minifterial falfhoods, with 
which England, and all Europe has* 
from year to year, beeri deluded. At 
the paffing of the Bofton Port Bill, 
we were told that Bofton would be! 
immediately at the Minifter's fret j 
that the other towns of Maflachoietti 
Bay would defert their . capital, and 
rejoice at the profpe& of lncreafing 
their own trade, at the expenceof 
Bofton. When the contrary of this" 
happened, when not only the whol* 
province of Maftachufetts Bay, but 
all New England, efpoufed the caufe 
of Bofton, we were then told that the! 
New Englanders <were hated by the; 
Southern Colonies, and would be de- 
ferted by them. When this too 
proved falfe, and when it was refolvf 
ed to aiTemble a Congrefs, we were 
for feveral months allured, that the 
members would never meet; when . 
they had met, we were promifed that 
they would quarrel and Separate ; 
and when they had formed their non* 
importation and non-exportation agre- 
ment, we were told that thofe agree* 
ments would 'never be obferved. 
When it was found that they wertf 
moft ftri&ly obferved, and that hofti- 
Iities were likely to commence, we 
were told that the cowardly Ameri- 
cans would nev>r dare to aflemble 
in arms, and that two Britifh regi- 
ments would, in two months, march 
through arid fubdue all the rebellious 
colonies, when at Lexington, Concord, 
and Bunker's ' Hill, we had woeful 
experience to the contrary; when 

twenty 
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Wciuy &itirti Jc^mentsjlrere buried 
near twelve months in Bolton, and 
finally driven out of it, we were 
gravely told, that General Howe had 
only changed his pofition, and gone to 
Halifax tn his *waj to New-fork ; 
that New-York was the place from 
whence all America would be fpeedily 
fubdued; when New-York was ob- 
tained, and when General Howe's 
operations from thence were fruftrat- 
ed, vi^E. .thofe againft New England 
at -the White Plains, and thofe againft 
Philadelphia at Trenton, Prince~to*wn, 
tiff, we were then told, that the fleet, 
the army, the' German and Britain 
reinforcements, &c. had arrived at 
^w-York too .late in the feafon ; but 
that being Jiow all on the fpot, readv 



for early aftibn, Philadelphia at lean: 
would be taken in the emuing April, 
ancl all America fubdued before Au- 
guiL April and tyay however paiTed, 
andPhiladelpHuwasunmolefted. In 
lunette reinforcements and fuppEes 
from Europe being arrived, an at- 
tempt was made to advance to Phi- 
la&lphia; it was fruftrated, ana 1 the 
Britim army driven entirely out of Jer- 
sey, where theV had fuffered fo much 
to maintain a footing during the win- 
ter. It having been thus difcovered 
that New- York was not the proper 
place from which to conquer Ame- 
rica, we were told that another change 
of poJtti$n would be ufcful ; that the 
^akers^f Philadelphia had changed 
their religion, and taken up arihs; 
andlhattne Britilh army muft bjo up 
the Delaware by fea and join , the 
Quakers, arid put an end to the Conr 
grefsand the rebellion at once. Whe,n 
^General and Xord Howe had failed 
up jthe Delaware, and found.it nece/- 
Tary to fail down again, becaufe there 
were not quite 5000 Quakers in arms, 
it was then dilcQvereoT that the ,beft 
way topreferve the health of an army, 
was , to croud the foldiers into the 
; fiplds and transports, feed them on 
falttd proviiions, and fend them on a 
j-ea- voyage for four or five weeks, in 



) 

the hot months pf Jqly and Augufti 
and that the direct way to Philadel- 
phia was to fail from the Delaware 
fouthwards to Virginia, "and then 
northwards up ChefapeakBaV through 
Maryland, When this fhalf be done, " 
and when jhe Britifh army annoyed. 
by Wamington's forces, and by au- 
tumnal agues, &c. finds another 
change of pofition expedient, we mall 
then oe told that Georgia is the place, 
from which, above all others, Ame- 
rica can be beA over-run and fubdued* 
I fay Georgia, becau/e every other 
place between that and Halifax has 
been already tried, either by General 
Howe, or by General Clinton and' 
Sir Peter Parlcer. In reflecTShg irpqn 

this regular fucceffibn of Court tales 
... » »*. .. ■ - 1 *• * * 1 •* ■« ■* 



and jpromires, one is at a loft whether 
he fhould moft admire the impudence 
of thofe who propagate, or' the folly 
of thofe wnb believe them ; and who 
are ffiLH ready to believe, that the 
Colonies will yet be fubdued, after 
having three years baffled all our ef- 
forts, having formed and firmty eftab- 
fifhed their refpefiive conftitutkms * of 
government, trained and difciplined' 
their inhabitants, inlifted and collect- 
ed a large regular army to ierve dur- 
ing thr war, procured immeBfe fup- 
phes of artillery, arms, ammunition, 
cloathing,, &c. and become ftrong 
enough ^n that country, and at that 
diftancc, to refifi all Eurofe. 

Admiralty-Office, G&. 6, 1777. 
Copy of a letter front Lieutenant 
Bour.chi£r, commanding 1W> Ma- 
jefijs flrip Druid, to Mr. Ste- 
pwise* s, Seceretjory of the A 'admi- 
ralty. 
Druid, at SpUb^, 0&. }, 1777. 

4€ I beg you will pleafe to acquaint 
the Right Hon, the Lords Commif- 
iioners of the Admiralty, I arrived at 
this place at nine o'clock this morn- 
ing, wi^h Jus* ( Majefty*s flbop' Druid 
under my command, under thedirec- 
tions of the Hon. .Cape William 

E e e Finch, 
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Finch, tf his iMajjcfty's fhib Camel ;* to, with our forefatl and raiaen on 
and to' inform their Lordihips, that our larboard tack, to plug the (hot 



on the 4th of September, in the lati 
tude 40. 33. N. longitude 50, 17. 
W. . at half pail four in the evening*, 
we difcovered a (Irange fail on our 
larboard quarter, bearing Well, and 
fleering for us : we were then (from 
the irregularity of the fleet) about 
five miles diftant from the Camel, to 
windward, repeating the fignal for 
the convoy to go under the Camel's 
flern, and obliging thofe (hips to bear 
down; the Weazleat a, great diftance 
to leeward, and out of bur fight 



holes between wind and water, cleaY 
the wreck, and pump the (hip out, 

"I then perceived another rebel 
privateer laying to, bearing S. S. W. 
fix or feven mues off,' and by her ap- 
pearance I fuppofe (He mounted about 
20 guns. The Camel was then in , 
chace about two or three miles dif- ' 
tant ; foon after the Weazle fpoke to 
us, and gave chace alfo. 

t "lam forry to inform their Lord- 
(hips, that the fir ft broadiide which 
was fired killed the Matter and wound- 



We cleared (hip for action, and ed Capt. Carteret in the left thigh, 

turned all hands to quarters. At five of which he died the next morning, 

o'clock (he came within jnltol fhot, 'after undergoing an amputation. I 

when I could plainly* perceive her to mould do the greateft injuftice was I 



be a'rebel privateer, mounting 38 or 
40 guns, her decks and tops full of 
men; Ihe hailed, and defired uSj to 
fbike to the honour of the Cpngrefs's 
colours, ; hoifted her enfign, and be- 
gan to engage. The firft broadfide 
lent 'a' (hot through Captain Carte- 
ret's thigh bone, and killed the mailer. 
. , ** I.tnen took the command on the 
quarter deck, and continued the 
action. . At half paft five (he came 
clofe alongfide, and kept an irregular, 
but very hot firing. At fix (he made 
fail a-head. I attempted to do the 
fame, and keep her broadfide on r but 
the mattered condition of the rigging 
rendered the fails almoft ufele(s to 
the (hip. As the had-fails only were 
of fexyjee, we edged away, and 
Jcept her nearly on our bow till twenty 
minuter paft fix. . She then had the 
wind abaft, (heered oiF, hauled down 
her colours, and made fall/ I at- 
tempted' to wear (hip, and rake her ; 
but the riggjmg; being entirely (hot to 
pieces/ could hot bring her round. 
. I then tried to make what fail I could, 
*artd purfue the enemy, but found 
.mod of the mafts and yards wounded, 
and the rigging, &c. as in the in- 
clofed defect of tne (h(p, with Four 
^feet ten inches water in the hold* 
" At half paft iirven we brought 



to omit acquainting their Lordihips, 
that although Capt. Carteret wasfo 
dangeroufly wounded, it was with 
great difficulty he could be perfuaded 
to quit the deck : his fortitude and 
intrepidity Was fuch, that he wifhed 
to have remained on deck to fee the 
(ervice performed; but the Iofs of 
blood was fo great, it was abfolutely 
neceflary to carry him to the furgeon. 
And I mould be wanting in gratitude 
and r ju(tice, if I omitted to mention 
the remarkable bravery of the officers, 
fearaen, and marines, during the ac- 
tion, and the alertnefs they (hewed, 
with the fatigue they went through 
to put the (hip in a (late of fervice, 
when action was hourly expected ; for 
three days and nights the rebels were 
in fight. 

." Inclofed you have a lift of the 
killed and wounded. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, - 
Your inoft obedient humble fervant, 
John Bourchier." 
A lift of men hilled on board bis fi&a- 
jeftfs Jloop Druid the qtb of Sep-* 
tember, 1 777, in aftion with a re- 
bel privateer, o'/as. 
Mr. John Wilfon, Mailer; John 
Crambron, feaman; George 'Baker, 
Simon Saliiburv, Lawrence Macery, 
marines ; and Henry Hallcott, a boy. 

Died 
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Died of their wounds fineeaftion*, ' which they had refufed to fell him, or 
~ .permit him to 



Peter Carteret, Efq. Commander; 
George Smith, invalid ; Crecrge 
White, marine, on the 5th of Sep- 
tember ;;' Patrick Lowry, feaman, on 
the 19th of September; and John 
Fennigan, feamen, on the 2*ft. ' . . v 
Wounded. 

Mr. John Wiggan, Matter Mate ; 
Mr. James Nicholfon, Lieutenant of 
marines ; John Plumbley, James Cori- 
nel, James Stanton, ,Daniel Butler, 
Peter Chapman, John Scully, Ri- 
chard Auftin, William Wallbrook, 
Charles Robertfon, James Thomas, 
Thomas Corinoljy,'an,d John Wood, 
feamen; Mr. Nicholas Poulfon, Sur- 
geon's Mate ; Thomas Dunn, James 
Miller, Thomas Allbut, James Mur- 
ray, Robert Ofborn, marines; * and 
Samuel Ketfon, a boy. 

John Bourchier. 

ExtraSl of a letter from Commodore 
Thompson, to the Marine 
Committee ^Congress, dated 
on board' t^e Raleigh, atfea, Sept. 
28, 1777, in latitude 49. 35. 
North, long. 13. 13. Weft , from 
London, *viz. 

*' Honourable Gentlemen, 
** I have the honour to acquaint 
you, that we had a fine paifage off of 
t the coaft of America. The third day 
after failing I fell in with and took 
. a fmall fcnoorier from New- York, 
bound to Halifax, in ballaft, except- 
ing 20 barrels of flour, 275 Spanifh 
' milled dollars, 137 * counterfeited 
bills, of 30 dollars each, in imitation 
of the bills emitted by Congrefs, 
May the 10th, 1775 ; and 40 coun- 
terfeited bills, of feven dollars each, 
. imitating the Maffachufetts fword-in- 
hand money ; the whole making 
4390 dollars, which I fhall commit 
to the flames, after preferring fam- 
' pies. The fchooner being of little 
' value we burnt her. Next day we 
fell in with a Bermudas veflel from 
Halifax, which I releafed after fup- 
plying the Captain with proviiions, 



carry out of Nova 
Scotia." 

'■! At day-light, 'Sept. 2, we took 
a fnow called the Nancy, Capt. 
Hooper, from St. Vincent's, being 
part of the Windward Iflani fleets 
whjch had out failed her the day be- 
fore., Having by this capture dis- 
covered the fituation of the fleet, and 
found that they were convoyed by the 
Camel, I^ruid, Weazel/ and" Grafs- 
hopper fhips of war (the former a very 
large lofty fhip, carrying twerity-twp 
12 pounders)." The Commodore 
continues, " After difpatching the 
fnow for the firft fafe port in the 
United States, we made fail in <jueft 
pf the fleet, and next morning difco- 
yered them from the maft head; at 
fun-fet we were near enough to diftin- 
gujfh the leading fhip, as well as 
their number, which was fixty fail, 
bearing Eaft by North ; the wind be- 
ing then Weft, I made a fignal, as 
being one of the fleet left afterh (for 
I had pofleffed myfelf of the fignal 
from the prize). I hailed Capt. Hin- 
man, and told him my intention was 
to run into the fleet in the morning, 
and attack the convoy, which I 
thought we were able to deftroy ; ,1 
therefore ordered him to keep clofc 
under the Raleigh's flern, until we 
come alorigftde the Commodore, which 
fhip we would both attack. Un- 
luckily in the night, the wind fhifted 
to North ; the fleet then hauled up 
clofe to the wind, which brought us 
to leeward; in the morning -k came 
to blow frefh ; at day- light we.faw 
the body of the fleet bearing about 
N. E. at two or three leagues dif- 
tance, fleering Eail North Eaft : we 
made fail, and the Raleigh foon 
fetched up to the fleet, under (Jouble 
reefed topfails ; but the Alfred being 
tender-fided, could not carry fail, 
and therefore fell a great way to lee- 
ward, and aftern. I could not take 
in any fail, for fear of being difcp- 
vered to be a ftrange fhip; we there- 

£« e 1 fore 
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fore kept our (ails (baking in the fides, befides a conftant fire from on p 

wind, thinking the Alfred might nVufquetjy; we Wert alcngflde of 

come lip ; but Capt. Hinmari madt her forty-five minutes; when we left 

fignal that his ftup was overpreJTed her, me feemed to be waier logged, 

with fail; ieeing no chance of hu and iri' i mod mattered condition^ 

coming up, and being fearful of be- During this little engagement, my 

ing discovered, I determined to mdke officers and men behaved wkh the 

fail, and ftand into the fleet, and take greatefl fortitude and refolution, paf T 

ihy chance aione. While we Were ticularly the green hands,- I was 

lading to, m^ft of itti merchant /hips Very glatf of this little oppbrtu'iirtr ,ta 

Had got a-hear^ into the fleet ; hoW- try the jtien and guns, batik 6f WnicH 

ever, I hauled in and pa/fed a few exceeded my expecla^ohs*. tye t6~ 

of 1 theni, and defied them to go under chived but Lttle $&mz& ; 6pe of jffte 

the C6mmodore , s ftern. By this they eifenVl (hot went tnr6tijgh*W fide, 

took us to hi (bme Britifh frigate and federal ftucW \a \t\ they fired 

Which had joined the fleet; I ftodd high, an J* mot aWay fo^*o?ouV fu£? 

oh clofe to the wind, making for ope nirig rigging; their grape (fc$ aAd 




were down, arid our guns houfed, 
arid we fhot up' albhgfide. wMin 
piilol flirt ; then we Up falls, out 
guns, lioiilcd Continental colours, 
"ai-.dbil' tf'em ftrike to the Thirteen 
United States: (Wden fur-prize threw 
.fheih into ^onfufiori, and their fails 
flew ail abiek ; upon which we com- 
plimented them with a" gari for each 
State (a Whole broadfide into their 
hull) ; th- re Was a great fwell, which 
xna'd'? rur mots uncertain; however, 
they feemed to tell pretty well ; the 
in**my then returned the fire, and 
the aSion co'mmenced. Our fecond 
broadi'de w"a': aimed at their rigging, 
Which had its tfefircA e#e& : our fhbt 
cut away their" topfait meets, tbpfail 
Yards, part of the nain yard, braces, 
DOwIiner, and at ence difabled and 
tendered them indapabfe of fleering 
<he fh'ip, or making fail, towards the 
Commodore, who lay to the leeward. 
In i-bd it a quarter of an hour all 
hands quitted quarters on hoard the 
Brittjh men of war ; we cleared her 
decks totally ;* not a man was feen, 
nor a gun fired on hoard, her, for 
twenty minutes Before' we left her* 
She lay like a log flong fide of us, 
entirety at the mercy if out jhot; which 
flew very thick; we fJWd Welve broad- 



Afch/a furpr&e, it was to $$$tib.\x 9 
that t^e other (hip niiglTt "coinS" up 
to fn'eiV afli'ftarice.' Mv intention was 
to (ink the enemy's flnp, if I could 
not bring her off, arid I moulii hate 
effectually funk her ih' a : &W minute^ 
more, could we nav£ ftai'd. pur, 
firing had thrown the fleet info con- 
fufioh ; a fquall prevented thenY from 
(eeing us at firft ;" whe'n i£ cleared up, 
one was running one wa^, and "one 
another: forrie upon the wind, jmd 
fome before it: their Commodore, 
and the other fliips of force, tacketj 
and Aobd right for us ; but had not 
the wind favoured nim, and we drifted 
to leeward, he cQulcf not nave fetched 
us, and I mould certainty. Eaye furik 
the fliip : however I (bud by her, 
until he came pretiy near, and We 
being in danger of being grounded, 
I made fail and fan down £6 tie 
Alfred, who Was lying about four 
miles to the leeward. Capt. Hinmari, 
on feeing me engaged, had hauled 
up his courfes, and lxoiRed Conti- 
nental colours ; wheri we had got 
pretty near the Alfred, I took in top 
gallant fails, and fhortened (ail to 
wait for the Britifh Cprnmodore, but 
he (boh tacked and (food again into 
the fleet ; it was then about fun-fet ; 

We 
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wnchave frnce challenged him for three 
days fucceffively to come otrt of his 
ife^, dnd engage us, biK he declines' 
the challenge : himfelf artd the ether 
armed Ihips keep clofe* together, a 
little* aftern of the fleet, and flntf 
weather favours them ; we Wait for* a 
ftorm, and then if any advantage' of- 
fers, intend to mate Che J bell ufc of* 
it; but we niuft not venture amoh'g' 
Jthem as they are now pre££r.ed, nei- 
ther can we truft tothe Alfred's failing. 
Had Ihe been a ftiff ihip, and faired 
equally well with the 1 Raleigh, we 
ihomd in all probability haVedeitro^- 
ed the convoy, and" 1 difperfed the* 
whole fleet, badly manned as we are, 
having only 180 men, chte&y green 
hands : I cannot fruit to working the 
/hip were I to go into ih6 fleet ; but 
if the enemy will attack where we 
jiavc room, we are able to defend' 



ourfelves* or defirpy them* I tsmli 
at firil hive cut off* feveral of the mer- 
chantmen, but muft by that mean* 
Have been difebvered, arid thereby 
have loft our chance at tHe King's 
Ihips; and I am determined newer /# 
<war againfi the merchants, <where / 
haw an opportunity of *waring agaimft 
the King. I fHould have preiexred 
finking that rtii£ to the wcheit cantu*e 
in the fleet. My'oiEcers are invariably 
of the fame fentiments. Our lots ia 
the aftion was only one boy killed, 
and another wounded, excepting that 
the ftrft Lieutenaiit received a flight 
wound in' the thigh. Gttr rigging 
and tails were damaged, but are nojtf 
in good repair. 

I am, Ho*. Gerifcfemen, 
Y6ur moft obediefct humble fervant^ 
(Signed) Thomas TkonpsovJ* 



retaken* 



retaken. 



Jsift of Ships and Vejfeh taken bj American Pri<uat$ers % Kontinuedf rampage Hjg, 

Ships Names and Majters. 
Aclive, Clarke, 
A^ive, Fairbone, 
Adventure, Noinftley, 
Adventure, . 
Ann Sufariha, Johnfoo,- ' 
Anna, Skilton, 
Annabella, Ladd, 
Apalachicola, Ogilvie, 
/Vpollo, Collins, 
Argo, Smith 1 ; 
Ar^us, Dcujaldfon, 
Ariadne", Cox, l 

Arthur and Betty, PrittijoHfi, 
Athol, WadW \ 
Bedford, De.Goris, * • 
Selliife, Ribtle, M'Gqmery, 
Betfey, Toleman, * 
Betley, Waring, 
feetfey, 

^Betfey, Horrick, 
Betfey, Keyhoe, * 

Betty*, Darcy, 
JJetfcy, Muir, 
Bloffdm, 
Bonetta, Fox, 

Bonne Infelligflftce, BiehVenu, .. 

Brig, 



From and to, 
Qijet>ec tb England, l 
Ireland to New- York. 
Leeward Iilands to Halifax* 
Newfoundland to Bilbo*. 
Jamaica to London. 
Briftol to Dominica* 
Corke to Jamaica. 
London to St, Augufline. 
Corke to the Weft-Indies. 
London to New York. 
Barbadoes to Quebec, 
Antigua to Londonderry, 
on the Banks of Newfoundland. 
Halifax to Dominica, 
Cowes for Quebec. * 
From Whitehaven. 

Leeward Iilands to New- York, retaken. 
Barbadoes to Quebec, retaken. 

Oporto to Briftol. 
on the Banks of Newfoundland. 
Dublin to Jamaica. 
Dublin to Antigua, 
belonging to Antigua, 
cut out of Kingfton Harbour, 
on the Banks ofNewfoundlaad. 
Rotterdam* to Guernsey. v 
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$bhs Names and Mafteru 

Brig/ ^ 

Britannia, Grockatt, 

Brothers, Herbert, 

Brothers, Atkinfon, 
'Brothers, Murphy, 
,Brothers> Kelly, 

Brunfwick, Service,, 
Catherine, Truman, 

Catherine, Scallion, 

Catfar, Tolias, 

Cttfar,'0«Brien, ' 
'Gefar, Sedgley, 

Charlotte, Paxton, 

Charming Jenny, Walke,r, ' 

Charming Pqlly,' 
'Charming Sally, Hill, J[ % x 

ChriiHan, Dourich, M * ' 

Chriftian, Danett; ' . * 
'Chriftie, Hall. ' ' <; 

Clarendon/ Crowley, l 

Cleveland, Norman, 

Clifton. Ofcryan, 

Conde Arande, Wakefcam, 

Cornwall, Hardcaftle, 

Crawfurd, Alexander, * 

Devonmire; timer, 

Diana, 

Dorothy, M'Donough, 

Dover, Walfby, 

Dublin, Durham, 

Eaftley, Auftin, 

Edward and Ann, Brown, " 

Eleanor, Bailey, 

Elizabeth, Byrne, 

Elizabeth, Douting, 

Emperor of Ciermany, 

Endeavour, Mellifh, 

Either, aviftualler, 

Expedition, Braithwaite, 

Falmouth, Boog, 

fanny,^ Berwick, 

Favourite, Grave, 

Flora, Heberdine, 

Flora, a fchooner, 

Fly, Charter, 

Fly, Hawry, 

Fowey, Cnann-el, 

Fox, an Englifh frigate, 

Friends, Crediton, 

Friendlhip, Taylor, 



( 406 ) . 

From and to 
London to Limerick, 
London to Tobago. 
Liverpool to Jamaica. 
Newry to Antigua, 
London to Chepftow, 
Dublin to Oporto. 
Glafgow tp Newfoundland. 
Jamaica to London, 
Dublin to Antigua. 
Weft-Indies to New- York. 
London* to Barbadoes. 
Newfoundland to New- York. 
Jamaica to Briftol. 
Memel to Workington. 
Jamaica to London. 
Malaga to London, 
belonging to St. Vincent's. * 
Well Indies to Ireland. 

Jamaica to London. 
London to Halifax. 
Jamaica to Quebec. 
St. John's to Weft-Indies, 
Antigua to London. . 
Greenock to St. Ubes. 
Tortola to England. 
'Halifax to Newfoundland. 
Briftol to Jamaica. 
Oporto to London, 
Halifax to the Weft-Indies. ! 
Newfoundland to Oporto. 
Koningfbcrg to Liverpool, 
on the Banks of Newfoundland. 
Liverpool to Weft-Indies, 
belonging to Corke. 
Briftol to Weft-Indies, 
London to Spain.- 
Corke to New- York. 
Whitehaven to Norway. 



worth 15,000!, 



ranfomed. 
burnt. 



retaken. 



retaken* 



retaken. 



Chriftiana to London, 
Morpeth to Dublin, 
Weft-Indies to New- York, 
belonging to Jamaica. 
Corke to New-York. 
AHcant to Newfoundland, 
Waterford to Halifax, 
in America, 

Weft-Indies to New- York. 
Bay of Rofes to London. 



funk. 

retaken. 

burnt/ 

funk. '• 



retaken, 
retaken. 



Friend/hip, 
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Ships Names and Mafttrs* 

Friendftiip, Efthill, 
Fox, Forley, 
FreeMafon, Stevens, 
Fortune, Kinguen, 
Gafcoyne, Thoburn, 
General Payne, Adams, 
Grace, Woodley, 
Greyftock, tlerk, 
Grog, Cocken, 
Hanover Planter, Luncy, 
Harmony, Friendfhip, 
Harriott, Wilfon, 
Hermit, M'Dowland, 
Honour, Cafey, 
Jamaica, Watts, 
ies, Ruflel, 

ane,' 

ane, Wallace, 

anet, 

afon, Hitchinfon, 

afper, Cuthbut, 

enny and Peggy, Howe, 

enny and Sally, Drummond, Glafgow to Norway. 



( 4©7 ) 

From and /* 
New- York to London. 
London to Africa. 
Weft-Indies to New-York. 
London to Cadiz, 
Africa to Weft-Indies. 
St. Kitt's to London. 
Jamaica to Liverpool, 
Workington to Dublin, 
Corke to Antigua, 
Jamaica to London. 
Corke to New- York. 
Antigua to London, 
Jamaica to London. 
Corke to Newfoundland, 
Jamaica to London, 
from Glafgow, 
belonging to Jerfey. 
London to Tortola. . 
belonging to Irvine. 
Whitehaven to Peter/burgh 
London to New-York, 
Whitehaven to Ireland, 



a rich French ihlp. 

retaken. 

funk. 

withprovi£ori$. 

(hip reftore$L 



Funk. 



with ftoresi 

funk. 



t enny, Ruflel, 

. enny, Wood, 

!nduftry, Bodmin, 

^ohn, Wilkie, 

John and Thomas, Yowart, 

"udith, Lefthoufe, 

Juno, Barnes, 

ILinnoul, "Ramfay, 

Lark, Whalky, 

Larke, Kentifteer, 



on the Banks of Newfoundland. 
Falmouth to Quebec, retaken, 

belonging to Jerfey, retaken. 

Glafgow to St. Ubes, reftored. 

Norway to Dublin, ' retaken. 

London to St. Auguftine. 
Newfoundland to Poole. 
Barcelona to Stettin. 
Corke to Barbadoes. 
belonging \o Poole. 



La Ville de Bayonne, Regriier, Topiham to Naples, 



Le Lording, 

Leonara, 

Little Betfey, Freeman, 

Littleton, Johnfon, 

Lively Martindale, 

Lively, Morris, 

Lovely Peggy, Fitzgerald, 

Lucy, Nichols, 

Lucy, Watfon, 

Lydia, Evans, 

Manning, Brewer, 

Margaret and Mary, Izat, 

Maria, 

Maria, Wames, 

Mary, Meudall, 

Mary and Betty, Thornton, 

Mary, Price, 



Yarmouth to Genoa, 
from Mount/bay, 
London to Venice. 
London to New- York. 



Antigua to New-York, 
Waterford to Newfoundland. 
Liverpool to Jamaica. 
Corke to Quebec. 
Liverpool to Jamaica. 
Jamaica to London. 
Halifax to London. 
Lynn to Briftol, 



a' French mip. 
'plundered. 



retaken, 
' difmifled.' 



reulien. 



Cadiz to Newfoundland. 
Liverpool to Banifhannon. 
Newfoundland to a market. 



burnt, 
burnt* 



Mercury, 
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, Ships Names and Majiert. 
Itfercury, Rowland, 
Merlin, Taylor, 
Meicnry, Peaixe, 
Molly, Boufchel, x 
Nancy, Gibbs, 
'Nancy, Hooper, 
Nancy, Laury, 
Nancy, Payne, ' 

Nauiillus, ^ oney, 
New Exeter, Manning, 
Norman, 

Northampton, Gray, < 

Patty, Green, 
Pegginwall, * 

Peggy, Attridc, 
Peter, Salmon, 
Polly, Thompfon, 
Prince Maflerano, Warren,' 
Prince George, 
Prince Qeorge, White, 
Prifcttla, « ailida, 
Property, Hill, 
Patiey, Handy, 
Queen of Portugal, Tibby, 
Rebecca, Witherington, 
Rebecca, Bell, 
Rebecca, Calton, 
Reltoration, Rabbins, 
Rhoda, Butcher, 
Richard, ledger, 
Riiing Sun, Salter, 
Rofe, Lewis, 
Royal Bounty, 
S&lly, Mole, 
Sally, Simpfon, 
Sally, Cleland, 
Sally, M'Crofkie, 
Sally, Rofe, 
Sally, Marfhall, 
Samuel, Roberts, 
Schooner, a, . Atkins, 
Sir William Erfldne, 
Sillers, Graham, 
Seberio, 
Sophia, Ayres, 
St. George, Moore, 

Soccefs, 'Crook, 
Swift, Edwards, 
Thames, Hill, 
Thomas, Hall, 



( >« ) 

Erom md it 
Leith to Gibraltar. 
Greenock to the Weft-Indies, 
Newfoundland U> a market. 
Greenock to IvUlthorp. 
Penfacola to Jamaica, : 
S:. Vincent's to Londort. 
Jamaica co London, 
maiaga to Dublin, 
Greenland to England. 
Malaga to London. 
London to Halifax. 
(belonging to Lynn. 



V* 



retajke* 

Metaken. 

retaken- 



tatgbmed'. 



I>elonging to Bqlfaft. 

Corke to Liverpool. 

Newfoundland to Bilboa, plundered. 

Leeward Iflands to New-York, with jua> 

Eergen to Venice. 

Whitehaven to Jamaica, retaken.- * 

Briftol to Madeira. 

£ligo to Liverpool, retaken. 

South-Carolina to Nantz, retaken. 

on the Banks of Newfoundland. 

Corke to Lifbon. 

Corke to Ae Weft-Indies. 

Liverpool to Limerick. 

St. Kitt's to London. 



Quebec to Oporto, 
London to Venice. 
Workington to Dublin, 
Liverpool to Halifax. 
Africa to Jamaica, 
Greenland to Leith. 
New-York %o Barbadoes. 



Lancafler to Antigua, 
Halifax to Waterford. 
Philadelphia to Nantz, 
Dartmouth to St. John's. 
Weft-Indies to New- York, 
fiom New-York, 
Clyde to New- York, 
Africa to the Weft-Indies. 
" Honduras to London, 
Leeward Iflands to London, 
Africa #> Grenada, 

London, to Weft4ndies, 
Dublin to Jamaica. 
Oporto to Hull, 
Jamaica to New* York. 



retaken. 

/ank. 
with (laves » 



retaken. 

retaken. 

retaken. 

rumand&gar. 
with money. 

'retaken. 

plundred- 
retaken. 
450 flaves, ivory, 
gold duft, &c« 
retaken. 



retaken. 



Thomas 
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, Ships Names and Mmfiers* , £Vo«t «»^ /« 

Thpmas and Elizabeth, Watfon, Peteflburgh to Leith, burnt, 

Thomas and Mary, Dorrefter, belonging to Waterfbrd, retaken. 

Three Brothers, Johnfon; Newfoundland for Barbadoes, retaken. 

Corke to Lifbon. 

London to New-York, with 86 Heffianj. 



Three Sifters, Maloriej 
Tranfport (hip, 
Triton, Bertram, 
Triumph, Cole, 
True Briton, Venture; 
Two Friends, Birch, 
Two Friends, M'Gregor, 
Venus, Wilkes, 
Unicorn, Matters; 
Union, Bell, 
Unity, Worth, 
-Weymouth Packet Boat, 
William, Callaghan, • 
William and Mary, Piatt. 
William, Wadden,< 



Jer fey to Honduras, 
Ireland to the Mediterranean; 
belonging to London. 
Halifax to Louilburgh. 
Cadiz to New- York. 
Greenland to Liverpool. 
Honduras to London. 
Miflifippi to Dublin; 
Lifbon to Corke. 
Weft-Indies to Falmouth; 
Corke to Bourdeaux. 

belonging to Wexford; 



William and Polly, Simmonds, Newfoundland to London; 
Wolfe, Marfhal, Jamaica to Glafgow, 

Young Jacob, Cook, , Newfoundland to a market: 



The London Gazette Extract* 
dinary. 
Whitehall, December 2, I777. 
Yeilerday morning Major Ciiyler, 
firft Aid de Camp to Gert. Sir Wil- 
liam r/J owe* arrived from Philadel- 
phia, with difpatches to Lord George 
Germain, of which the following 
are copies and extracts : 
Copy of a letter .from General Sir 
William Howe to Lord George 
Germain, dated Head-Quarter*, 
German-to<wn> 03. 10, ,1777. 

My Lord, 
In my laft difpatch of the 30th of 
Auguft I had the honour to advife 
your Lordfhip of the army having 
landed on the weft fide of BIk River^ 
and of its being afterwards divided 
into two columns ; one Under the 
command of Lord Cornwallis at the 
head of Elk ; and the other com- 
manded by Lieutenant-general Knyp- 
haufen at Cecil Court-houfe : I am 
therefore to give your Lordfhip ati 
account of the operations from that 
period, wherein will be included two 
general a&ions, in both of which , I 
Jure the iaufifafUon to prsmifc, that 



fuccefs ha* attended his Majeirj** 
arms. 

On the 3d of September, Major- 
general Grant with fix battalions re- 
maining at the head of Elk to pre- 
ferve the communication with the 
fleet, the two columns joined at Pen- 
cadder, lying four miles to the eaft- 
ward of Elk on the road to ChrifHen- 
bridge. In this day's march the 
Heffian and Anfpach chafTeurs, and 
the id. battalion of light infantry, 
who were at the head of Lord Corn- 
wallis/s column, fell in with a chofeu 
corps of 1600 men frdm the enemy's 
army, advantageoufly pofted in the 
woods, t which they defeated with the 
lofs of only two officers wounded, 
three men killed, and 19 wounded* 
when that of the enemy was not le£* 
than co killed, and many more 
wounded. 

On the 6th, Major-general Grant, 
after Capt. Duncan, who fuperin- 
tended the naval department, had de- 
ftroyed fuch veffels and ftores as could 
not be removed from the head oJJ 
filki joined the army. 
*The whole marched on the 8th by 
f ff Newark, 
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Newark, and encamped that evening feurs, two fquadrons of the \6tk 



in the townfhip of HokefTen, upon 
the road leading from Newport to 
Lane after, at which firft place Gene- 
ral Wafhington had taken poll, hav- 
ing his left to Chriftien-creek, and 
his front covered by Red Ctey-creck. 
The two armies in this fituation 
being only four miles apart, the ene- 
my moved early in the night of the 
8th, by the Lancaiter road, from 
Wilmington, and about ten o'clock 
next morning crofTed Brandywine- 
creek at Chad's-ford, taking port on 
the heights on the eaftern fide of it. 
On the 9th in the afternoon, Lieu- 
tenant-general Knyphaufen marched 
with the left of the army to New- 
garden and Kennet's-fquare, while 
Lord Cornwallis with the right mov- 
ed to Hokeflen's Meeting-houfe, and 
both joined the next morning at 
Kennet's-fquare. 

On the 1 itb, at day-break, the 
army advanced in two columns, the 
right commanded by Lieutenant-ge- 
neral Knyphaufen, confrfting of four 
HefHan battalions under Major-gene- 
rtl Stern, the firft and fecond bri- 
gades of Britifh, three battalions of 
the 71ft regiment, the Queen's Ame- 
rican rangers, and one fquadron of 
the 1 6th dragoons under Major-ge- 
neral Grant, having with them fix 
medium twelve pounders, four how- 
itzers, and the light artillery belong- 
ing to the brigades. This column 
took the direfc road to Chad's-ford, 
feven miles diilant from Kennet's- 
fquare, and arrived in front of the 
enemy about ten o'clock, fkirmifhing 
moft part of the march with their ad- 
• vanced troops, in which the Queen's 
rangers, commanded by Capt. We- 
myfs of the 40th regiment, diftin- 
guifhed themfelves in a particular 
manner. 

• The other column under the com- 
mand of Lord Cornwallis, ' Major- 
general Grey* Brigadier-generals 
Matthew and Agnew, confifting of 
the mounted and difmounted chaf- 



dragoons, two battalions of light in- 
fantry, two battalions of Britifh, and 
three of Heffian grenadiers, two bat- 
talions of guards, the 3d and 4th bri- 
gades, with four light \z pounders, 
and the artillery of the brigades, 
marched about twelve miles to the 
forks of die Brandywine, crofTed the 
firft branch at Trimbles-ford, and the 
fecond at Jeffcry's-ford, about two 
o'clock in the afternoon, taking from 
thence the road to Dilworth, in order 
to turn the enemy's right at Chad's- 
ford. 

General Wafhington having intel- 
ligence of this movement about noon^ 
detached Gen. Sullivan to his right 
with near 10,000 men, who took a 
ftrong pofttion on the commanding 
ground above Birmingham church, 
with his left near to the Brandywine, 
both flanks being covered by very 
thick woods, and his artillery ad- 
vantageoufly difpofed. , . 

As foon as this was obferved, which 
was about four o'clock, the King's 
troops advanced in three columns, 
and upon approaching the enemy, 
formed the line with the right towards 
the Brandvwine; the guards being 
upon the right, and the Britifh gre- 
nadiers upon their left, fupportedby 
the Hefljan grenadiers in a fecond 
line : to the left of the centre were 
the two battalipns of light infantry, 
with the Heflian and An(pach chaf- 
feurs, fupported by the 4th brigade. 
The 3d brigade formed the referve. 

Lord Cornwallis having formed the 
line, the light infantry and chaiteurs 
began the attack ; the guards and 
grenadiers inftandy advanced from 
the right, the whole under a heavy 
train of artillery andmufquetry ; but 
they pufhed on with an impetuofity 
not to be fuftained by the enemy, who 
falling back into the wodds in their 
rear, the King's troops entered witk 
them, and punued ciofely for near 
two miles. 
After this fuccefe a part of the ene- 
my's 
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my's right took a fecond pofition in a 
\vood about half a mile s from Dil- 
worth, from whence the 2d light in- 
fantry and chaffeurs foon. diflodged 
diem, and from this time they did 
aot rally again in force. 

The ift Britiih grenadiers, the 
Heflian grenadiers, and guards, hav- 
ing in the purfuic got entangled in very 
thick woods, were no further engaged 
during the day. 

The 2d light infantry, 2d grena- 
diers, and 4th brigade, moved for- 
ward a mile beyond Dilworth, where 
they attacked a corps of the enemy 
that had not been before engaged, 
and were ftrongly pofted to cover the 
retreat of their army by the roads 
from Chad's-ford to Cheiter and Wil- 
mington ; which corps not being 
forced until after it was dark, when the 
troops had undergone much fatigue, 
in a march of 17 miles, befides what 
they fupported fince the commence- 
ment of the attack, the enemy's army 
efcaped a total overthrow, that mull 
have been the confequence of an 
hour's more day-light. 

Tie 3d brigade was not brought into 
ac*tfon # but kept in referve in the rear 
of the 4th brigade, it not being known 
Jjefore it was dark how far Lieute- 
nant-general JCnyphaufen's attackhad 
fucceeded ; nor was there an oppor- 
tunity of employing the cavalry. 

Lieutenant-general tCnyphaufen, as 
had been previouily concerted, kept 
the enemy amufed in the courfe of 
the day with cannon, and the appear- 
ance of forcing the lord, without in- 
tending to pafs it until the attack 
upon the enemy's right mould take 
place: accordingly when it began, 
Major-general Grant crofled theibrd 
with the 4th and 5 th regiments ; and 
the 4th regiment paifing firil forced 
the enemy from an intrenchment and 
battery, where three brafs field-pieces 
and a Hve and half inch howitzer 
were taken, that had been placed 
there to command the ford. The 
enemy made little ftand on that fide 



after the work was carried, when the 
guards appearing on their right flank, 
the retreat became general, but dark- 
nefs coming on before Lieutenant- 
general Knyphaufen's corps could 
reach the heights, there was no far- 
ther action on that fide. 

From the moil correct accounts, I 
conclude the ilrength of the enemy's 
army opppfed to Lieutenant-general 
Knyphaufen and Lord Cornwallis was 
not lefs than 15,000 men, a' part of 
which retired to Cheiter, and remain- 
ed there that night, but the greater 
body did not flop until they reached 
Philadelphia. Their lofs was con- 
fiderable in officers killed and wound- 
ed, and they had about 300 men 
killed, 6po wounded, and near 400 
made prisoners. 

The lofs on the fide of his Ma- 
jelly's troops, and the ordnance, am- 
munition, and flores, taken from the 
enemy, will appear in the. inclofed 
returns. 

The army laid this night on th« 
field of battle, and on the 12 th Ma- 
jor-general Grant,, with the ill and 
2d brigades, marched to Concord. 
Lord Cornwallis, with the light in- 
fantry and Britain grenadiers, joined 
him next day, and proceeded to Aftw 
town, within fiv« miles of Cheiler. 

On the fame day (the 13th) the 
7 1 il regiment was detached to WiK 
mington, where the enemy had throw* 
up works, both to the land and ta 
the river, with feven pieces of cannon • 
in the latter; but theie works being 
evacuated, Major M'Dpnell took 
pofleflion of the place without oppo^ 
fition, and made Mr. M'Xinley, the 
new appointed Prefident of the lower 
counties on Delaware, his prifoner. 

On the 14th, Lieutenant-colonel 
Loos, with the combined battallion 
of Rhal's brigade, efcorted the 
wounded and fick to Wilmington, 
whither the battalion of Mirbach was 
fent two days afterwards to join them* 

The army moved in two column* 
towards Gqfhen on the 1 6th ; and 

F f f z intelligence 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 4 

intelligence being received upon the 
march that the enemy was advancing 
upon the Lancafter road, and were 
within five miles of Gofhen, it was 
immediately determined to pufh for- 
ward the two columns and attack 
them; Lord Cornwallis to take his 
route by Gofhen Meeting-houfe, and 
Lieutenant-general Knyphaufen by 
the road toDowning-town. 

The two divifions proceeded on 
their march, but a moll violent fall 
of rain fetting in, and continuing 
the whole day and night without in- 
termiffion, made the intended attack 
impracticable. 

The .ft light infantry, at the head 
pfLordCornwallis's column, meeting 
vith a part of the enemy's advanced 
guard, about a mile beyond Gofhen, 
defeated them, killing i 2 , and 
wounding mOre, without the lofs of 
a man. 

Nearly, at the fame time the chaf- 
feurs in front of Lieutenant-general 
Knyphaufen's column fell in with an- 
other party, of which they killed an 
officer and five men, and took four 
officers prifoners, with the lofs of three 
men wounded. 

'i he enemy being thus apprized of 
the approach of the army, marched 
with the utmoft precipitation the 
whole night of the 16th, and get in 
the morning to, the Yellow Springs, 
having, as is fince known, all their 
fmal! ammunition, damaged by the 
pxceffive rain. 

In the evening of the 17th Lord 
Cornwallis advanced to the Lancafter 
road, and took poft about two miles 
diftant from Lieutenant - general 
Knyphaufen. 

The army joined in the Lancafter 
road at the \Vhite Sforfe on the 1 8th, 
and marched to TrudufFrin, from 
whence a detachment of light infan- 
try was immediately fent to the Valley 
Forge upon Schuylkill, where the 
enemy had a variety of ftores, and a 
confiderable magazine of flour. The 
lit battalion of light infantry and the 
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Britifh grenadiers took poft thew 
next day, and were joined on the 20th 
by the guards. 

The enemy crofted the Schuylkill 
on the 18th, above French-creek, 
and encamped upon the river, oh 
each fide of Perkyomy-creek, having 
detached troops" to all the fords of 
Schuylkill, with cannon at Swedes- 
ford and the fords below it. 

Upon intelligence that General 
Wayne was lying in the woods with a 
corps of 1500 men, and four pieces 
of cannon, about three miles diftant, 
and in the rear of the left wing of the 
army, Major-general Grey was de- 
tachpd on the 20th, late at night, with 
the 2d light infantry, the 4.3d and 
44th regiments, to furprize this corps. 
The moft effectual precaution being 
taken by the General to prevent his 
detachment from firing, he gained 
the enemy's left about one o'clock, 
and having, by the bayonet only ? 
forced their out-centries and pickets, 
he rufhed in upon their encampment, 
directed by the light of their fires, 
killed and wounded not lefs than 300 
on the fpot, taking between 70 and 
and 80 prifoners, including feverafr 
officers, the greater part of their 
arms, and eight waggons loaded with 
baggage and ftores. Upon the firff 
alarm, the cannon were carried off, 
and, the darknefs of the night only 
faved the remainder of the corps. 
One Captain of light infantry and 
three men were killed in the attack, 
and four men wounded. Gallantry 
in the troops, and good conduct in 
the Genera], were fully manifefted 
upon this critical fervice. 

On the 2 ! ft the army moved by 
Valley Forge, and encamped upon 
the banks of Schuylkill, extending 
from Fat Land-ford to French-creek. 
The enemy upon this movement 
quitted their pofition, and marched 
towards Potfgrove in the evening of 
this day. 

On the 2 2d the grenadiers and ' 
light infantry of the guards crofted 
' over 
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pycr in the afternoon at Fat Land* 
ford, to take poft, and the chafleurs 
croffing ibon after at Gordon's-ford, 
oppofite to the left of the line, took 
poll there alfo. The army was' put 
in movement at midnight, the van- 
guard being led by Lord Cornwallis, 
and the whole cfofled the river at 
Fat Land-ford without opposition. 
Major-general Grants who com- 
manded the rear-guard with the bag- 
gage, patted the river before two 
.o'clock in the afternoon, and the ar- 
my encamped on the 23 d, with its 
left to the Schuylkill, and the right 
upon ' the Monatemy road, having 
Stony Run in front. The 2d batta- 
lion of light infantry was detached to 
Swede's-ford, which a fmall part of 
the enemy quitted immediately, leav r 
ing iix pieces of iron cannon behind 
]them. 

On the 25 th the army marched in 
two columns to German-town ; and 
Lord Cornwallis, with the Britifti 
grenadiers, and two battalions of 
Heffian grenadiers, took ppfleffion of 
Philadelphia the next morning. 

In the evening of the 26th, three 
batteries for fix medium 1 2 pounders 
and four howitzers were begun at 
Philadelphia* to aft againft the ene- 
my's ihipping and craft that might 
approach the town. Thefe batteries 
were unfiniihed on the 27th, when 
two frigates, a number of gallies, 
gondolas, and other armed veflels, 
came up from Mud Ifland, and at- 
tacked the lower battery of two guns 
and two howitzers. The largelt fri- 
gate, called the Delaware, mounting 
30 guns, anchored within $00 yards 
of the battery, and the other frigate 
fomewhat more diftant ; the gallies, 
gondolas, and other veflels, taking 
their refpe&ive ftations as they could 
bring their guns to bear. About ten 
in the morning they began a heavy 
cannonade upon the town as well as 
the battery, but the tide falling the 
Delaware grounded ; upon which the 
four battalion guns of the grenadiers . 
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being brought ta bear upon her to 
thegreateft advantage, they did fuch 
execution in a fhort time, that fhe 
ftruck her colours, and was taken' 
pofleffion of by the marine company 
of grenadiers commanded by Captain 
Averne. 

Brigadier-general Cleveland, who 
attended the batteries in perfon, fee-? 
ing the efFeft of the battalion gun* 
upon the Delaware, turned the di- 
rection of his fire to the fmaller fri- 
gate and armed veflels, which forced 
all of them, excepting a fchoonet 
that was difabled and driven on Ihore, 
to return to their former fituation, 
under the protection of the fort, where 
there were two floating batteries in 
the manner of hulks, of considerable 
ftrength, with three ranges of funken 
machines, which they term chevaux 
de frize, to obftruft the paflage of the 
river, the loweft row being three miles 
below the fort. 

The enemy had a redoubt upon 
the Jerfey more, at a place called 
BillingVpoint, with heavy gun* in 
it, to prevent thefe machines from 
being weighed up. 

Upon the repreientation of Capt. 
Hammond, commanding his Majefty'* 
fhip Roebuck, who was lying off 
Chefter with fome other mips of war, 
that the pofleffion of Billing's-point 
would give h : m the lower chevaux de 
frize, the 10th and 4 2d regiments 
were detached on the 29th, under the 
command of Lieutenant-colonel Stir- 
ling. This detachment croffing the . 
river next day from Chefter, took 
pofleflion on the i ft of October of the 
enemy's works at the point, which 
300 men polled there evacuated, af- 
ter Fpiking the guns and burning the 
barracks. Lieutenant-colonel Stir- 
ling purfued -them about two miles, 
but to little purpofe, as they retired 
with the utmoft precipitation. Capt. 
Hammond immediately opened the 
navigation at that place, by removing 
a part of the chevaux de frize. 

On the 3d the regiment of royaj 
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Welch fuzUeers was detached to Phi- 
ladelphia, with orders to proceed 
next day to Chefter, where they were 
to be joined by the loth and 42d re- 
giments on their return from Jerfey, 
and to form an efcort for a convoy of 
provifions to the army. 

The enemy having received a re- 
inforcement o? 1 500 men from Peek*s- 
kiil, loop from Virginia^* and pre- 
suming upon the army being much 
weakened by the detachments to Phi- 
ladelphia and Jerfey, thought it a fa- 
vourable time for them to rifque an 
aftion. They accordingly marched at 
, fix o'clock in the evening of the 3d, 
from their camp near Shippach-crcek, 
about 1 6 miles from German-town. 

This village forms one continued 
rtreet for two miles, which the line 
of encampment, in the pofition the 
army then occupied, crofled at Right 
Angles near a mile from the head of 
it, where the 2d battalion of light 
infantry and the 40th regiment were 
polled. ^ 

In this line of encampment, Lieu* 
tenant-general Knyphaufen, Major- 
generals Stirn and Grey,^ BrigadQer- 
general Agnew, with feven Britifh 
and three HefTian battalions, the 
mounted and dismounted chafleurs, 
were upon the left of the village, ex- 
tending to the Schuylkill, the chaf- 
ieurs being in front. 

Major-general Grant and Briga- 
dier-general Matthew, with the corps 
of guards, fix battalions of Britifh, 
and two fquadrons of dragoons, were 
upon the right; the ift battalion of 
light infantry, and the Queen's Ame- 
rican rangers, were advanced in the 
front of this wing. 

At three oYlock in the morning of 
the 4th, the patrols discovered the 
enemy's approach, and upon the com- 
munication of this intelligence the. 
army was immediately ordered under 
arms. 

Soon after the break of day, the 
enemy began their attack upon the 2d 
light infantry, which they fuftain^d 



for a confideraWe time, fapported by 
the 40th regiment; but at length 
being overpowered by increafing 
numbers, the light infantry and a 
part of the 40th retired into the vil- 
lage, when Lieutenant-colonel Mul- 
grave, with fix companies of the lat- 
ter corps, threw himfelfinto a large 
itone houfe in the face of the enemy, 
which, though furrounded by a bri- 
gade, and attacked by four pieces of 
cannon, he moft gallantly defended, 
until Major-general Grey, at the 
head of three battalions of the ^i 
brigade, turning his front to the vil- 
lage, and Brigadier-general Agnew, 
who covered Major-general Grey's 
left with the 4th brigade, by a vigo- 
rous attack repulfed the enemy that 
had penetrated into the upper part of 
the village, which was done with 
great flaughter: the 5 th and 55 th re- 
giments, from the right, engaging 
them at the fame time on the other 
fide of the village, compleated the 
defeat of the enemy in this quarter. 

The regiments of Du Corps and 
Donop being formed to fupport the 
left of the 4th brigade, and one bat« 
talion of the Heffian grenadiers in the 
rear of the chaiTeurs, were not en- 
gaged ; the precipitate flight of the 
enemy preventing the two firft corps 
from entering into attion, and the 
fuccefs of the chafleurs, in repelling 
all efforts againft them on that fide, 
did not call for the fupport of the; 
latter. 

The i ft light infantry, and pickets 
of the line in front of the right wing, 
were engaged foon after the attack 
began upon the head of the village ; 
the pickets were obliged to fall back, 
but the light infantry, being well 
fupported by the 4th regiment, fuf- 
tained the enemy's attack with fuch 
determined bravery, that they could 
not make the leail impreflion on them. 

Two columns of the enemy were 
oppofite to the guards, 27th and 28th 
regiments, who formed the right of 
ti)e line. 

Majo^- 
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Major-general Grant, who was 
»pon the right, moved up the 49th 
regiment, with four pieces of cannon, 
to the left of the 4th regiment, 
about the time Major-general Grey 
had forced the enemy in the Tillage, 
and then advancing with the right 
wing, the enemy's left gave way, 
and was purfued through a ftrong 
country between four and five miles. 

Lord Cornwallis, being early ap- 
prized at Philadelphia of the enemy's 
approach, put in motion the two 
battalions of Briti/h and one of the 
Heflian grenadiers, with a fqnadron 
of dragoons ; and his Lordfhip get- 
ting to German-town juft as the ene- 
my had been forced out of the vil- 
lage, he joined Major*general Grey, 
when placing himfelf at the head of. 
the troops, he followed the enemy 
eight miles on , the Skippach road, 
but fuch was the expedition with 
which they fled, he was not able to 
overtake them. 

The grenadiers from Philadelphia, 
who, full of ardour/ had run molt 
of the way to German-town, could 
not arrive in time to join in the 
action. 

The country in general was fo 
ftrongly inclofed and covered with 
wood, that the dragoons had not any 
opening to charge, excepting a fmall 
party on the right, which behaved 
:|jnofl gallantly. 

The enemy retired near 20 miles 
by feveral roads to Perky omy-creek, 
and are now encamped near Skip- 
pach-creek, about 18 miles diflant 
from hence. 

They faved all their cannon by 
withdrawing them early in the day. 

By the beft accounts their lofs was 
between 200 and 300 killed, about 
600 wounded, and upwards of 400 
taken. Among the killed was Ge- 
neral Nafh, with many other officers 
of all ranks, and 54. officers among 
the prifoners. 

Since the battle of Brandywine jz 
*f their officers have been taken,* ex- 



clusive of ten belonging to the Dela- 
ware frigate. 

Your Lordfhip will fee the lofs on 
the part of the King's army in re- 
turn No. 3. and among the killed 
will be found the names of Brigadier- 
general Agnew and Lieutenant-co- 
lonel Bird of the 15th regiment, 
both of whom are much to be la- 
mented as officers of experience and 
approved merit. 

Lieutenant-colonel Walcot of the 
$th regiment is among the wounded, 
but I have the fatisfa&ion to report 
that he is now in a fair way of reco- 
very, though at firfl: his wound was 
thought mortal. His behaviour on 
this occafion reflects upon him infi- 
nite honour. 

In thefe feveral engagements^ the 
fuccefles attending them are far bet- 
ter vouchers than any words can con- 
vey of the good conduct of the Ge- 
neral Officers, and of the bravery of 
the other officers and foldiers. The 
fatigues of a march exceeding 100 
miles, fupported with the utmoft 
chearfulnefs by all ranks, without 
tents, and with very little baggage, 
will, I hope, be efteemed as con- 
vincing, proofs of the noble fpirit and 
emulation prevailing in the army to 
promote, his Majefty's fervice. 

Major Cuyler, my firft Aid de 
Camp, will have the honour to de- 
liver my jdifpatches, and I flatter 
myfelf is well informed to anfwer 
your Lordfhip's further enquiries. 
With moft perfeel refpedl, 
I have the honour to 'be, &c. 
W. How*. 
Return of the killed) wounded, and 
miffing^ of the army under the com- 
mand of his Excellency Sir Wil-* 
ham Howe, in the general en* 
gagement <tvith the rebel army, on, 
the heights of the Jtrandywint, 
Sept: 11, 1777. 

Royal artillery. 5 Rank and file, 
killed \ 1 Lieutenant, , 2 Serjeants, 
9 rank and file, wounded. 

\ft Baft titan of light infantry, I 
Lieutenant,, 
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lieutenant, 9 rank and file, killed ; 
3 Captains, 3 Lieutenants, 8 Ser- t 
jeants, 1 drummer, 36 rank and file, 

wounded* 

2d Battalion of ditta, 6 Rank and 
file, killed '; 3 Captains, 4 Lieute- 
nants, 2 Serjeants, 2 drummers, 41 
rank and file, wounded. 

\ft Battalion of grenadiers* 3 
Lieutenants, 1 Serjeant, 8 rank and 
£Ie, killed; 1 Lieutenant-colonel, 2 
Captains, 4 Lieutenants, 3 Serjeants, 
46 rank and file, wounded; 2 rank 
and file, miffing. 

zd Battalion of ditto. I Captain, 
t Lieutenant, 1 Serjeant, 9 rank 
and file, killed*, 1 Captain, i Lieu- 
tenant, 7 Serjeants, 61 rank and 
file, wounded', 1 rank and file, miffing. 

Brigade of foot guards. 1 Rank 
and file, killed; 5 rank and file, 
wounded; i ra&k and file, miffing. 

ift Brigade, tyh regiment. 2 Rank 
and file, killed', 1 Captain, 20 rank 
and file, wounded. 

if Brigade, 2 ^d regiment. 1 Ser- 
jeant, 1 rank and file, killed; 4 rank 
and file, wounded. 

if Brigade, %%th regiment. 2 
Rank and file, killed; i Lieutenant, 
% rank and file, wounded. 

if Brigade, 49M regiment. 1 Ser- 
jeant, 2 rank and file, killed ; i Cap- 
tain, 1 drummer, 9 rank and file, 
wounded. 

2 d Brigade, $ih regiment. I En^ 
fign, 1 Serjeant, 12 rank R]$,wounded. 

2d Brigade, ictb regiment. 2 
Rank and file, killed; 6 rank and 
'file, wounded. 

zd Brigade, 27th regiment. 1 Rank 
and file, killed ; 2 rank and file, 
'wounded. 

2d Brigade, 4<r/£ regiment. I 
Rank and nle, wounded. 

2d Brigade , 55/^ regiment. 1 
Rank and file, woundejl. 

4th Brigade ', 3 %d regiment. I 
Rank and file, killed; 1 Serjeant, 
1 1 rank and file, wounded ; 1 rank 
and file, miffing* 

4*/& Brigade, %~th regiment* 1 



Serjeant, 6 rank and file, woundea*; 

qtb Brigade, 46th regiment. f 
Rank and file, killed; 1 Enfign, t 
Serjeant, 12 rank and file, wounded, 

$th Brigade, 6$tb regiment. I 
Captain, 4 rank and fife, killed; 
1 Major, 3 Lieutenants, 2 Enfigns, 

5 Serjeants, 31 rank and file, 
wounded. 

> Two Battalions of the 7 if regi- 
ment. 3 Rank and file, wounded. 

$>ueen's American rangers. 1 Cap- 
tain, 1 Serjeant, 12 rank and file, 
killed; 4 Captains, 5 Lieutenants, 
1 Enfign, 4 Serjeants, 43 rank and 
file, wounded; i rank and file, miffing, 

Fergufon y s corps of riflemen. 2 
Rank and file, killed; 1 Captain, 5 
rank and file, wounded. 

Total Britijh. 3 Captains, 5 Lieu- 
tenants, 5 Serjeants, 68 rank and 
file, killed; 1 Lieutenant-colonel, 1 
Major, 16 Captains, 22 Lieute- 
nants, 5 Enfigns, 35 Serjeants, 4 
drummers, 372 rank and file, wounded} 

6 rank and file, miffing. 

Heffian yagers. 1 Serjeant, 3 
rank and file, killed; 1 Captain, a 
Serjeants, |2 rank and file, wounded* 

Battalion Linfing. 2 Lieutenants, 
l Serjeant, 2 rank and file, wounded. 

Ditto Lengerke. 1 Rank and file, 
killed. 

Regiment du Corps. 1 Rank and 
file, killed ; 2 rank and file, wounded. 

Ditto Mirbach. 2 Rank and file, 
wounded. 

Anfpach yagers. \ Serjeant, 1 * 
rank and file, killed; 1 Lieutenant, . 
1 Serjeant, 5 rank and file, wounded. 

Total Foreign. 2 Serjeants, 6 rank 
and file, killed; 1 Captain, 3 Lieu- 
tenants, 5 Serjeants, 23 rank and'. 
file, wounded. 

Total Britijh and Foreign. 3 Cap- 
tains, c Lieutenants, 7 Serjeants, 
74 rank and file, killed; 1 Lieute-* 
nant-colonel, 1 Major, 17 Captains* 
25 Lieutenants, 5 Enfigns, 40 Ser- 
jeants, 4 drummers, 39^ rank and 
file, wounded ; rank and file, 6 
miffing* 

flame t 
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fames and rank of zjjfUirs killed and 
wounded in the general engagement 
' of the \\th of September, 1777. 
Royal artillery. Lieutenant Shand, 
wounded. 

\fi Battalion of tight infantry. 
' 38/i company, Lieutenant Jonnfion, 
tolled % i^dCapt. Meccam* 3 3d Capt. 
Dancey, i$th Capt. Douglas, 317th 
Lieut. Birch, 33d Lieut. NichoII, 
15th Lient. Leigh, wounded. 

2d Battalion of light infanty, 49^ 
company, Capt. Wade, 55th Capt. 
Downing, 57th Captain Sir James 
Murray, 40th Capt. De Courcy, 45th 
Lieut." Ruxten, 49th Lieut. Arm- 
ftrong, 63d Lieut. BaJ], wounded. 

< \ft Battalion tf grenadier/, I $t h 
company, Lieut. Faulkener, 37th 
Lieut. Ttfinchin, 40th Liqut. Barber, 
killed;, cctn Lieuti Col. Medowei, 
i£th Certain Cathcart, 40th Capt. 
Simcoe, 33d Lieuti. Harris and 
Drunwriona, 37th Lieuts. Chapman 
and Cooke, wounded. 

2d Battalion of grenadiers, 6$d 
company, Capt. Drury, 5 2d Lieut. 
D'Oyly, killed; 44th Capt. Fim, 
64th Lieut. Peters, wounded. 

4th regiment, Captain Rawdon, 
wounded. 

tSihreg. Lient. Edwarejs, wounded* 

j^ehreg. Capt. Stewart, wounded. 

$tbrtg. Enfign Andrew* wounded. 

*-^.6th reg. Enfign Briftow, wounded. 

6$th reg. Capt. Nairne, killed; 

Major Maelcroth, Lieuts. Jacob, 

Torianno, and Wynyar, Enfigfts 

PVeeman and Grant, wounded. 

Queen's American rangers. Capt. 
Murden, killed; C*pt. Willhtais, . 
Saunders, M'Kay, M'Crea, Lifeuts. 
Ker, Agne, Smith, Jeel, and Clofe, 
Enfigfr M*Kay, wounded* 

• Fergufin** corps. Capt. Fergufon, 
•WKrtded. 

■ Heffian yagers. Capt. Trantvitter, 
wounded* 

' Battalion of Linfing. Lieut 3. De 
Buy and De Brumbak, wounded. 

Anfpacbyageru Lieut/ De Forft* 
>ner, wounded* 



) 

Volunteers fervtng with the Queen** 
rangers. Cajft. Burns, wounded. 

Bitto with fifjl battalion of light 
infantry. Captains Cummings, Cur- 
rey, M'Intofh, and M'Kenzie, 
wounded. 

Hiito with zd battalion tffhht in- 
fantry. Capt. Moultrie, Evans, 
Fone, wounded. 

Return, of ordnance, ammunition, and 

ftires, taken from the rebels by hie 

Majefy's troofs, in the aBion near 

Brandy wine-ereek, Sept. 1 1, 1 777. 

Ordnance mounted on travelling car-* 

rizges. 

Brmfs nx-pounders, 1 Rebel States, 

1 Heffian, lEngKfh; four-pounders/ 

4 French ; three-pouhders, 1 . Hef- 

fian, 1 French ; five and half 6*ch 

howitzer, 1 Rebel States. 

Iron four-pounders> 1 Rebel* States. 
Total 1i. 

Shot fxed, with powder. Grape 
quilted, fix-pounders, 188; three* 
pounders, 20; ditto round, fix- 
pounders, 76 ; three-pouhder*, 2j ; 
ditto cafe, fix-pounders, 1 jo j three- 
pounders, 225. 

Shot fixed to wood bottoms. Round, 
fix-pounders, 6; cafe, fix-pounders, 
4; eight inch howitzers, 38; fiVe 
and half dirto 1 , 39. 

Shot, round loofe. Twelve'-pwit- 
ders, 6 ; fix-pounders, 30 ; four- 
pounders, 12; three-pounders, 20. 

Cartridges. Paper fiHed with 
powder, fix-pounders, . 2*4 ; three* 
pounders, 46 $ flannel ditto, for five 
and half inch howitzer, 28 ; mirfcruet 
filled with ball, 6000. 

Powder. Whole barrels, 3. 
Budge barrels, 4. 
Waggons covered fbr ammunition, 
9 j open ditto, 1. 

A quantity of damaged tubes, port 
fiies, and intrenching toob. 

The two Heffian guns were taken 

by the rebels at Trentown, and one 

of them fince bored to a fix-pounder. 

The Englrfh gun was left at Prince* 

town, the carriage being broke. 
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Return of the killtiy wounded, and 
miffing^ of tbe arm* under tbe com- 
mand if bis Excellency General Sir 
William Howe, in tbe engage- 
ment witb tbe rebel army at German- 
town, in Pennjyl*vania t on the ^tb 
cfOSober, 1 777. 
Royal artillery. I Lieutenant, x 
Serjeant, 13 rank and file, wounded, 
ijl Battalion of ligbt infantry* X 
Serjeant, 5 rank and file, killed; 2 
Lieutenants, 1 Serjeant, 36 rank and 
file, wounded; 2 rank and file, 
miffing. 

zd Battalion of ligbt infantry. 2 
Serjeants, 7 rank and file, killed % 1 
Captain, 3 Lieutenants, 3 Serjeants, 
1 drummer, 5 1 rank and file, wound- 
ed\ x Captain, 4 rank and file, miffing* 
Brigade of foot guards. 3 rank 
and file, wounded. 

Atb regiment. 1 Serjeant, 8 rank 
and file, killed % 1 Captain 1 , 3 Lieu- 
tenants, 4 Enfigns, 2 Serjeants, 46 
rank and file, wounded; 3 rank and 
file, miffing* 

ttb. 1 Drummer, 9 rank and file, 
killed; 1 Lieutenant-colonel, 1 Cap* 
tain, 2 Enfigns, 5 Serjeants, 37 rank 
and file, wounded* 

l$tb. 1 Lieutenant-colonel, 1 En* 
fign, 5 rank and file, killed ; 2 Cap* 
tains, 1 Lieutenant, 1 Enfign, 2 
Serjeants, 42 rank file, wounded. 

xytb. 1 Enfign, 1 Serjeant, 4 
rank and file, killed ; 3 Serjeants, 2 1 
rank and file, wounded. 

%$d. 2 Serjeants, 2 rank and file, 
killed ; 1 3 rank and file, wounded. 

YJtb. 3 rank and file, killed; 1 
Lieutenant, 20 rank and file, wounded. 
+otb. 4 Rank and file, killed '; 2 
Lieutenants, 1 Enfign, 3 Serjeants, 
23 rank and file, wounded i 3 rank 
and file, miffing.^ 

44/6. 1 Lieutenant-colonel, 5 
rank and file, killed \ 1 Enfign, x 
Serjeant, 3 1 rank and file, wounded \ 
1 rank and file, miffing. 

±6tb. 2 Rank and file, killed; 1 
Serjeant j rajik And fife, wounded. 



49/** 1 Serjeant, 11 rank and 
file, wounded. 

55/*. 3 Rank and file, killed ; 1 
Captain, 1 Enfign, 1 3 rank and file, 
wounded. 

6+tb. I Rank and file, killed} 6 
rank and file, wounded. 

Queen's American rangers* 1 Rank 
and file, wounded. 

Total Britijb. 2 lieutenant-colo- 
nels, 2 Enfigns, 7 Serjeants, x drum* 
n»er, {8 rank and file, killed ; 1 
lieutenant-colonel, 6 Captains, 13 
Lieutenants, 10 Enfigns, 73 Ser- 
jeants, 1 drummer, ,37 a rank and 
file, wounded % 1 Captain, 13 rank 
rand file, miffing. 

Heffian cbaJBturs. 10 rank and file, 
wounded. 

heffian reg* du corps. 1 Serjeant, 
13 rank and fib, wounded, 

Total Heffian*. X Scrjtaat, 23 
rank and file, wounded. 

Total Britijb amdHeffians. % Lieu- 
tenant-colonels, 2 Enfigns, 7 Ser- 
jeants, 1 drummer, 58 rank and file, 
killed} 1 Lieutenant-colonel, 6 Cap* 
tains, 13 Lieutenants, 10 Enfigns, 
24 Serjeants, 1 drummer, 39c rank 
and file, wounded; 1 Captain, 13 
rank and file, miffing. 

N. B. iCtb ligbt dragoons. 1 Man, 
killed; 3 holies, killed % and 4 
wounded. 
Names and rank of tbe officers killed 

and wounded tn tbe engagement at 

German-town, on tbe +tb of Oc- 

fhr* 1777. 

Royal artillery. Lieutenant James 
Froit, wounded. 

\ft Ligbt infantry. Lieutenant 
Morgan, 17 th, dead of bis wounds.. 
Lieut. Champaigne, 4th wounded. 

' 2d Ligbt infantry. Captain Sir 
James Baird, 7 lit, Captain Weir, 
43d, Lieutenant St. George, 520^ 
Lieutenant Campbell, fen. 7 itt, 
wounded; Capt. Speke, ^jih t frifonsr. 

Aftb Regiment. Captain Thorne, 
Lieutenants Arbuthnot and Kemble, 
Enfigns Dickibn, Schoen, Hadden, 

and 
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snd Blenman, 1 Adjutant Hunt, 
wounded. f N 

yb Regiment. Lieutenant colonel 
Walcot, ^aptain Charleton, Enfigns 
Thomas and Stuart, wounded. 

\yb Regiment* Lieutenant-colonel 
Bird, Ehfign Anthony Frederick, 
killed \ Captains T. G. Goldfrapp, 
Henry Ditmas, Lieutenant G. Tho- 
mas, Enfign William Ball, wounded. 

\jtb Regiment. Enfign Natha- 
niel Philips, killed. 

tftb Regiment. Lieutenant Buck- 
eriage, wounded. 

rb Regiment. Lieutenants Ddyle 
Forbes, Enfign Campbell, 
wounded. 

44*b Regiment. Lieutenant-colo- 
ael Agnew (Brigadier general) killed; 
Eniign David Stack, wounded. 

5 $tb' Regiment. Captain Fifher, 
Enfign Shuldham, wounded. 

Volunteers ferving witb \ft light 
infantry. James Forreit, William 
M'Intofh, wounded. 

Ditto fer<ving wit% id ligbt in- 
fantry. Smithf. Waller, half-pay 
Eniign Gordon, wounded. 
■ m N. B. Captain Wolfe, of the 40th 
-light infantry, killed, and Lieute- 
nant Hunter, of the C2d ditto, 
wounded ; one Serjeant and one rank 
and file, killed > and eight rank and 
file wounded, 20th September, 011 a 
detachment under the command, of 
Major-general Grey, in Pennfyfva- 

*»• 

£xtra& of a letter from General Sir 

William Howi to LordGzonon 

Germain, dated Philadelphia^ 

QQober 21, 1777. 

Since the march of th? army from 
the head of the Elk, I have been ho- 
noured with your Lordfhip's feveral 
difpatches, No, 10, 11, 12, and Se- 
parate letter of the 20th of May, the 
duplicates of which were before re- 
ceived, alio the original and dupli- 
cate of the 12th of June, enclosing 
the ilates of Heffian chafleurs and re- 
cruits bought out bv Major-general 



Robertfon, a circular letter of the 
fame date, and the original and du- 
plicate of your Lordfhip's difpatch, 
No. 14. Thefe reached my hands 
at German-town on the 17th inftant, 
and on the 19th I had the further 
honour of your Lordfhip's difpatches 
of the 6th of Auguft, which came to 
New-York by the Le Defpencer 
packet. 

The^ inclofed copies of reports 
from Lieutenant-general Sir Henry 
Clinton and Brigadier-general Camp- 
bell, will give vour Lordfhip a par- 
ticular information of the moll mate- 
rial tranfa&ions that have paued on 
the fide of New- York. The very 
important and brilliant fuccefs fet 
forth in No. 3, does infinite honour 
to the General and his troops, and 
mull be attended with the beft confe- 
rences to his Majefty's fervice. 

The lofson the part of the King's 
troops on this laftoccaiion is contain- 
ed in return No, 4. 

One hundred of the enemy were 
killed in the different attacks, eight 
Field Officers, two Captains, twelve 
Subalterns, and about three hundred 
men made prifoners, by the beft ac- 
counts that could be obtained before 
Sir Henry Clinton's advices were 
difpatched. 

On the 19th the army removed 
from German-town to this place, as 
a more convenient fituation for the ' 
reduction of Fort Ifland, which at 
preient is an obitru&ion to the pa£ 
fage of the river, as the upper che- 
vaux de frize cannot be removed un- 
til we have pofleflkm of that poft. 
The difficulty of accefs has rendered 
the redu&ion of it a much more te- 
dious operation, than was conceived 
upon our arrival here. 

I am to requeft that additional 
cloathing may be fent over for cooo 
Provincials, which, by including the 
new levies expected to be railed in 
this and the neighbouring countries, 
will certainly be wanting. 
G g g 2 E*tr*# 
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ExtraS of aUUrr from Lieuttnsnt- 
gtmtrai Sir Henry Clinton, to 
General Sir William Howe, 
dmttd Kingjbridge, tldSfpt. 1777. 
In the iait letter which I had the 
honour of writing to your Excellency 
of the 6th of this month, I mention- 
ed my intention of making an incur- 
ftoa into Jeffey $ the objeS of which 
was to make a fxnall diverfion in fa- 
vour of fcoth armies, at what, I fup- 
|>oied, a critical time ; having learnt 
by rebel accounts that you had landed 
od E& River. 

My principal motive was, if .pof- 
Able, to attempt a ftroke againft any 
detached corps of tfce enemy, if one 
offered oY, %f not, to collet a con- 
siderable number of cattle, whkh 
would at the lame time prove a fea- 
fonable refrefhment to the troops, 
and deprive the enemy of resources 
vrkk&. I underflood they much de- 
pended upon ; and finally to retire, 
with our body, by the only road 
pra&icajjle with thofe embarrafl- 
mente,. to re-embark, return to our: 
camp, or proceed to fome other ex- 
pedition if any thing prefented itfelf. 
All arrangements being fettled, 
the^ landing was made at the four fol- 
lowing places, viz. at Elizabeth- 
town Point by Brigadieri^eneral 
Campbell, with the 7th,. 26th, and 
£jd regiments, Anfpach and Wal* 
Oeck grenadiers, and 300 Provin- 
cials* 

At SchuylerVferry by Capt. 
Drumntend, with two pieces of can- 
non, £50 recruits of the 71ft regi- 
ment, and foine convalescents. 

At Fort Lee by Major-general 
Vaugfean, with Capt, Emmerick's 
chaifeurs, five companies of grena- 
diers and light infantry, the 57 th, 
"63d, and Prince Charles's regiment, 
and $ pieces of very light artillery. 
And 'at Tapan by Lleutenant-co T 
lonel Campbell, with 200 Provin- 
cials, and 40 marines. 

The corps which landed at Eliza- 
beth-town Point to proceed towards 



Newarki 4titi%g cattfe ^ d& 
arming the inhabitants, and if it 
met wrth the enemy in any ibroe, fa 
as to prevent its proceeding to Aqu/r 
kinack, its retreat over the -Pafaick 
River was fecured . by a fin^ll fcrps 
with cannon on the heights Of Sdiuyr 
ler, who had landed at Sohuykr'sr 
ferry, and were a&ortee to t&ke pof- 
feflion of the high grounds whkh 
command the. environs of Newark, 
&c. If the Eljzabejh.-tolfcn cprps 
contained its march to AqtUkinack, 
it was there received hy the corps 
whieh had landed at Fort Lee, and 
marched by Newbridge, Hftckinfid^ 
and Slatterdim, where it wis in a 
iiiuation to fulfil that object, A poft 
was left at Hackinfack, end I ordered 
General Vaughan to leave one bctta? 
liojt and two pieces of Cannon at 
Newbridge to cover that very import 
tantpafe. Lieutenant- colonel Camp- 
bell who had landed at Tafan, » 
remain there, and if preffpd tt> faH 
back on Newbridge; this however 
fubjelt to any alterations that Gene- 
ral Vaughan fliould think necefiary 
to make. Finding that Brigadier- 
general Campbell had landed on Fri- 
day the j 2th, about four o'clock m 
the morning, without opposition, I 
then went by Newark Bay to Schuy. 
Ler's Landing on Hackift&ck River^ 
The cannon wtrc that inJlant landed, 
and I ordered them . to proceed 
through the Cedar Swamp, to the 
high grounds near Schuyler's houfe* 
where Capt. Sutherland with 2^50 
men had been for feme jrime. FkkJ- 
ing it neceffary to-amufe theenem^, 
who being informed of xhi landing 
at ElizabeftMown Point, vwt retir- 
ing with their catde, die troops wem 
ordered to (hew themfclyes, and 
about noon the enemy were much 
encreafed in number, and had got 
one piece of cannon* They had all 
the boats on their fide of the river. 

Firing of mufquctry and cannon 
continued the whole day with little 
or no lofs on either fide. Much looie, 
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fcriog ^a» heard beyond Newark, 
And at nigit wc had a private report 
(that Gen Campbell had taken ppffef- 
iion.of that town. I fern immediately 
' to tell him our fituatpn, But foon 
. afterwards* by the noife of cattle 
driving ana .march of troops, found 
Jie haa contuaued his routed was ojp- 
, pofue to us, and on his way to Aq.ua* 
. kinack. I judged it be$ to order 
. Urn to halt till mornijig, At day- 
fcfeak the jaebels appeared in fome 
force, and aoput noon they had three 
.pieces of cannon in battery on their 
Jide of the ravine,. I went over to 
pbferve them, and had every reaion 
to kppofe, from their cloathing and 
Artillery, that, they were reinforced 
by what is called continental troops. 
To try their countenance, and give 
"an opportunity to the Provincials, I 
.ordered Burkick's battalion to march 
through a corn-field, with an inten- 
tion of taking in Hank a body of the 
pebels potted behind a ibne wall* and 
whicji it would haye been difficult ta 
iiayc removed by a front attack. The 
regiment marched with great fpirit, 
And their march, with fome little 
movement to favour it, obliged the 
rebels to quit without a fhot. I then 
repaired tl>e river, defiriag- General 
Campbell to lofc no opportunity of 

fiviag them a brum, and, if pof» 
ble, : of t taking their cannon, 
In the evening the rebel* retired, 
as we fuppofed, to the neighbouring 
woods, and I waited, only ,to hear of 
the arrival of a fquadron of cayalry, 
which I had ordered to join General 
Vaughan from Paulus Hook, to iettle 
a plan in. which part of General 
Vaaghan'c corps might co-operate 
with General Campbell's,, in endea- 
vouring (o furround them. In the 
moan time I received a letter from 
General Vaughan, acquainting me,' 
that, by information from his patrols, 
the rebels were auembling in great 
force at ,the Clove. This intelli- 
gence t and their leaving us fo fud- 
(Jenly, gave me fome fufpicipn of 



their intention, .and made.it necef- 
fary for me to aflemble our little ar- 
my as fpon as poffible, occupy New- 
bridge in fome force, and fend Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Campbell from New- 
bridge towards Tapan, to obfer^ce 
their motions in that quarter. 

General Campbell began his marcji 
at day-break, and was not followed. 
'1 ordered the fmall corps on die 
heights of Schuyler, reinforced with 
two companies of grenadiers, to fall 
back and cover the entry of the defile; 
and when the cattle we had got on 
that fide had parted the river, they 
were to pafs, alfo, and remain with 
their cannon on the other fide. l 

I then went to General Vaaghan 
at Slatterdam, and having affemWetf 
the little army and the cattle, I or- 
dered him to march to Newbridge, 
and GeneralCampbell towards Hack- 
jnfack. 

The whole aflembled at Newbridge 
On the 15 th, and then hearing no- 
thing of the enemy, having collected 
our cattle, the foldiers without te.*its 
Or blankets, and the weather threat* 
ejning, I thought it advifeable to fall 
back. I accordingly ordered Genera^ 
Campbell to continue his march to 
J&nglifli Neighbourhood, faking with 
him the cattle, amounting to 40a 
head, including 20 milch cows, for 
tlie ufe of the hoipital, (which wa$ 
all I would fufFer to be taken from 
the inhabitants) 400 Iheep, and a few 
horfes, 

On the 1 6th, General Campbell 
marched to Bergen-point, where he* 
embarked for Staten Ifland, and 
General Vaughan to Fort • Lee, not 
followed by a fingle man, where he 
repaiTed the North River, and the 
wholereturned to their former Rations 
by two o'clock. 

I wim upon this occafion to exprefs 
the very great affiflance I have receiv- 
ed from the navy ; indeed I have ex T 
perienced it in every inftance ; but . 
the excellent arrangement of the boat* 
in this affair, and the fecrecy with, 

. which 
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which every thing was 
demand my particular acknowledg- 
ment. 

Your Excellency will permit me 
to give the higheft commendation to 
the regularity of the troops, both 
Britiih, Foreign, and Provincials, 
faring this cxciufion. Their ftrict 



( 424 ) 
conducted, almoft a total furprize of two batta- 
lions of the Jcrfey Provincials, which 
occafioned nearly the whole toft fuf- 
tained by his Majefty*s troops, as will 
appear by the inclofed return. 

Soon after I wrote, I had intelli- 
gence that the enemy wis moving to- 
wards Richmond, with an intention 



attention to difcipline did them an^ (as I conjectured) of occupying the 



their officers great credit 
Return of the killed, wounded, prr* 
/oners f and miffing f of t be following 
corps during an exeurjton to Jerfey> 
from the Mtb to the 1 6th of Sep- 
tember ', 1777. 

Engiijh Fuzileers. I Lieutenant, 
1 rank and file, wounded. 

zfyb Regiment. 2 Rank and file, 
killed ; 2 rank and file, wounded. 

td Regiment. 6 Rank and file, 
nvtanded; 1 Serjeant, 5 drummers, 
-4 rank and file, miffing; 5 rank and 
tie, taken prifoners. 

^th Regiment. 3 Rank and file, 
killed; 1 rank and file, wounded; z 
yank and file, miffing. 

j\J} Regiment. 1 rank and file, 
mseunded. 

Gen. Skinner's brigade. 3 Rank 
end file, killed ; 5 rank and file, 
wounded \ 3 rank and file, miffing. 

Total. 8 Rank and file, killed} t 
Lieutenant, 1 7 rank and file, wound- 
ed ; 1 drummer, 9 rank file, miffing ; 
5 rank and file, taken pr if oners. 

Lieutenant Haymer of 7th regi- 
ment, wounded. 
(Signed) 

H.Clinton, Lieut. Gen. 
Copy of a letter from Brigadier-general 
Campbell to Sir Henry Clin- 
ton, dated Head Quarters , St at en 
Iflandy Juguft 23, 1777* 

Sir, 
I had the honour of informing you 
ycfterday morning of a defcent made 
hy the rebels on this ifland, and of 
my being on my march with the jtd 
regiment of Britifh and 3d regiment 
of Waldeck, with two field pieces to 
each battalion, to reconnoitre, and if 
poflible to attack them. I am forry 
bow to add; that tfce^Vrrty efWted 



•adjacent heights, and thereby be en- 
abled to cut oft* the. retreat of three 
Provincial regiments flattened beyond 
that village, which determined me to 
m<*e forward to prevent the facrifice 
of that corps ; but a mencnger foon 
after arrived from Lieutenant-colonel 
Dongan, with information, that an 
attack had Iikewife been made on the 
weft part of the iftand \ that Littite- 
nant-colonel Lawrence and a good 
many of his corps had been made pri- 
foners ; but that he and Lieutenant* 
colonel Allan, and their battalions, 
with a few of Lawrence's that had 
joined them, had taken poneffion of 
fome works formerly thrown np by 
the rebels near Princes Bay, where 
they fhould be able to defend them- 
felves until fupported, or that boats 
fhould arrive to cany them off. Thit 
(lengthening me in my former refu- 
tation, I advanced on the footfteps of 
the enemy, and proceeded without 
the leaft interruption to the village of 
Richmond, where I was obliged to halt 
to bring up the rear, and to refresh the 
troops, who were even at this time 
very much fatigued from excefiive 
heat. From this place Brigadier- 
general Skirmer was directed to fend 
repeated cxprefles to inform Colonel 
Dongan of my approach, and defiling 
him to endeavour a junction. I had 
proceeded but a fhort way beyond 
Richmond, when I was informed, 
that the rebels had reached the Old 
Blazing Star, and were ufing the 
greater? diligence in tranfportin^ their 
troops to the Jerfey fhore. At this 
very inftant an officer arrived from 
Colonel Dongan, tha{ he was a little 
more than at a mile's diftance on hit 
way 40 join me ; whereupon I fent 

him 
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Mm orders to turn towards the enemy, headed by>their rerpe&ive General^ 



and to attack whatever body he could 
come up with, and I was following 
with all expedition, and would im- 
mediately iuj> port him. He obeyed 
my orders w*th fpirit, bravery, and 
refohition, and engaged their rear for 
"near half an hour, when the jad re- 
giment coining up, exchanging fome 
Zhou, and moving to take them in 
flank, and the cannon having by this 
time begun to play upon their boats, 
about 150 furrenderedthemfelvespri- 
foners to Lieutenant-colonel Camp- 
bell of the fzd regiment, and the re- 
mainder, of nearly the fame number, 
retreated towards the extremity of the 
illand oppofite Amboy, of which laft 
number 1 have fince learned was Bri- 
gadier-general De Bore ; and reports 
render h ftill doubtful whether he has 
as yet made his efcape from off the 
ifland : however, the troops were by 
this time fo much fatigued, that I 
found it altogether impoffible to pur- 
fue them ; and I fear the greater part, 
if not the whole, found means to 
crofs over near Amboy. 

The troops lay for that night under 
arms, and this morning I detached 
the greater part of General Skinner's 
brigade towards Amboy, and pro- 
ceeded with the regular troops on my. 
return. A carry was this day alio 
ordered to bring off the enemy's boats 
under the cover of a piece of cannon, 
which was effected without *w lofs. 

I muft not forget to mention, that 
Colonel Bufkirk's battalion was early 
in the day ordered to attack a party 
left to cover the enemy's boats* which 
they did with charge of bayonet, and 
obliged them to retreat to the Jerfey 
fhore* 

By prisoner's reports, and from an 
inclofed order found in Gen. Small- 
wood's* Major of Brigades, pocket, 
who was killed, it appears, that 
this attack was carried on by fe 



befides Drayton's and Ogden's batta- 
lions. We have taken in all 259 
prifoners, among whom are 1 Lieute- 
nant-colonel, 3 Majors, 2 Captains, 
and ic inferior officers. Their lofs 
in killed cannot be afcertained, but 
muft have been considerable. 

I cannot do too much juftice to the 
bravery and fpirit of the troops. 
Both officers and men feemed only 
anxious to engage, and emulous who 
fhould be foremoft in the race of 
glory. And I muft add, that the fe- 
veral Commanding Officers did juftice 
to the ardour of their troops, which 
they knew how to temper with judg- 
ment and conduct. For further par- 
ticulars I refer you to- Brigade Major 
Campbell, who was preient at the 
whole affair, and charged with the 
delivery of this. I have, &c* 
(Signed) 
John Campbell, Brigadier-gen* 
Ccfy c/a Utter f rem Lieutenant-gene- 
ral Sir Hen ry Clinton to Ge- 
neral Sir William Howe, dated 
Fort Montgomery, G#. 9, 1777. 

Sir, 
In the laft letter which I had the 
honour to write to your Excellency* 
I mentioned my intention, with the 
fmall force that could be fpared from 
the important poft you had left under 
my command, to make an attack. > 
upon Forts Clinton, Montgomery, 
&c. Your Excellency recolleds the 
fituation of thefe forts, that they are 
feparated by a creek which comes 
from the mountain,, and communicate 
with each other by a bridge. 

In my opinion, the only way of 
effecting it was by a coup de main in 
the unguarded ftate they then were. 
The Commodore and I having made 
our arrangements, and every proper 
jealoufy having been given for every 
object but the real one, the little 
army, confifting of about 3000 men, 



led and choftn troops, and formed arrived off Veerplanks point, pre 
from three brigades.— Sullivan's, ceded by the gallies under the com 
Smallwood'SjL and De Bore's* anj mand of Sir James Wallace. On 

our 
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oUr appearance the enemy retired abfeatis. 

without firing a mot, leaving a twelve 
— „-j i tr_j *u i o* t 



pounder behind them ; and Sir James 
moved up to PeckVkill Neck to 
naik the onjy communication they 
had aerofs the river on this fide of the 
Highlands. 

At day-break on the £th, the* 
troops diiembarked at Stoney-point. 
The avairt guarde of 500 regulars 
and 400 Provincials, commanded by 
Lieutenant-colonel Campbell, with 
Colonel Robinfon of the Provincial* 
under him, began its march to- occupy 
the pafs of Thunder-hill. This 
avant guarde, after it had parted that 
monntain, was to proceed by- a de- 
tour of feven mile? round the hill; 
and debouchee in the rear of Fort 
Montgomery, while Gen. Vaughan 
With 1 200 f men, was to continue 
his march towards Fort Clinton, co- 
vering the corps under Lieutenant- 
colonel Campbell, and aportee to co- 
operate, by attacking Fort Clinton, 
or in cafe of miifortune to favour the 
retreat. Major-general Tryon, with 
the remainder, being the rrar % guard, 
to leave a battalion at the pafs of 
Thunder-hill, to open our communi- 
cation with the fleet. 

Your Excellency recollecting the 
many, and, I may fay, extraordinary 
difficulties of this march over the 
mountains, every natural obftru£lion, 
ami all that art could invent to add 
to them, will not be furprized, that 
the corps, intended to attack Fort 
Montgomery in the rear, could not 
get to its ground before five o'clock ; 
about which time I ordered General 
Vaughan's corps, aportee, to begin 
the attack on Fort Clinton, to pufh, 
if pofliWe, and diflodge the enemy 
from their advanced ftatkm behind a 
Hone breaft-work, having in front, 
for hah" a mile, a moft impenetrable 



This rhe General, by his* 
good d&pafmon, obliged the enemy 
to $uit, though ifepported by cannon, 
got pofleflkm of the wall*, ' and there 
waited the motion of the cfe-opefatutg" 
troops, when I joined Kim, and ibon 
afterwards heard Lieutetttmi-cotaaet 
Campbell begin his attack. I ohofe" 
to wat a favourable moment' before 
I ordered the attack o» the Ada of' 
Fort Clinton ; which was * circular 
height, defended by a line for muf- 
oiietry, wkk a berbet battery in the 
ceacre of three guns, and Hanked by- 
two redoubts. The approaches to it 
through a continued abbatis of 40a 
yards, defensive every inch, and ex- 
posed to the ftre often pieces of can- 
no*. As the night was approachiug, 
I determined to feiee the fcrft fevoer- 
able iniUnt. A brifk attack on Che 
Montgomery ftde j the gaftlies with 
their oars approaching, fttuig, and 
even ftriking the fort ; the men of ^ 
war that moment appearing, crouding " 
ail fail to fupport m ; the extreme ar- 
dour of the troops, in Jhort r all de- 
termined me to order- the attack $ 
General Yaughan't Spirited beha- 
viour and good conduct did tdte reft. 
Having no time to lofe, I particu- 
larly ordered that not a feet fitfujd 
be fired; in this I wa^flri&fy obeyed, 
and both redoubts, &c were ftomed* 
General Tryon advanced with one 
battalion to fupport Gen. Vaugkan, 
in cafe it might be neceflary, and he 
arrived in time to join in the cry of 
vidory. 

Trumbach's regiment was-pofted at 
the ftone-wall to cover our retreat in 
cafe of misfortune. The night befog 
dark, it was near eight o'clock before 
we could be certain of the fuccef* of 
the attack again* Fort Montgomery, 
whi<;h we found afterwards had fbo- 
coeded at the fame infant that of 



• 5*d and 27th regiment*, l*oral American*; Ntw-Yoik v*l*flteeft» iniluttjick** 
Provincial ctufleuii. 

f Grenadier; an4 light infantry, 20th and 63d regiment*, one cemnaav of tfc»7Jft> on* 
trorp of difroounted dragoon*, Htffiatt ohafl>urs. < 

"J Roya! fuziltctt, and Heffiaa regiment of Try attach. 

Fort 
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&>rt CHntan did 1 , and that by the 
excellent difpofition of Lieutenant 
Colonel Campbell, who was unfortu- 
nately killed oh the firft attack; but 
feconded by Colonel Robihfon of 
the Loyal American regiment, by 
whofe knowledge of the country I 
was much aided in forming my plan, 
and to whofe fpicued conduct in the 
execution of it I impute in a great 
iheafure the fuccefs of the enter- 
prize. * 

' Our lofs was not very confiderable 
excepting in fome refpettable officers, 
Who were killed in the attack. 

About ten o'clock at night the 
sebela fet fire to their two mips, 
Mon tgomery an d Con grefs, fome 
fcaUies and other armed veflels, with 
their cannon, ftores, &c. in them, 

i have the honour tq fend your 
Excellency a return of the cannon, 
ftores, #c. take*. That of ftores is 
very confiderable, this being, I be* 
lieve, their principal magazine. 

The Commodore ftas affifted me 
with his advke* and every effort. We 
ienfa joint fummons tb Fort Confti- 
tution, but ourUag meeting with an 
infolent reception, unknown in any 
war, we determined to chaftize, and 
therefore an embarkation under Ma- 
jor-general Tryon, and Sir James 
^Wallace, with the gallies, was or- 
dered. They found the Fort eva- 
luated in the greateft confufion, their 
ftore-houles burnt, but their cannon 
were left unfpiked. The Commo- 
dore immediately ordered Sir James 
Wallace up the river, and if it mould 
be poflible to find a pafiage through 
the chevaux de frize, between Polypus 
Ifland and the Main, he may pro- 
bably do moft efiential fcrvice. 

In juftice to Captain PoWnal, who 
conxnusftded the 1 fiat boats, and the 
officers under hiba, l ffluft mention 
to your Excellency that that fervice 
could not have been more zealbufly 
or punctually attended to. 

I have the honour to be^ &c. 
(Signed) H* Cunton, L\. 9»- * 



Oaober 9,16 o'clock at night. 

P. S. Major General Tryon, whom 
I detached this morning with Erne- 
rick's chafleurs, 50 yagers, the Royal 
Fuarilpers and regiment of Trumbach, 
widi two three-pounders, to deitroy 
the rebel fetdement called the Conti- 
nental Village, has juft returned, and 
reported to me that he has burned 
barracks for 1500 men, feveral ftore- 
houfesj arid loaded waggons. The 
extreme badnefs of the weather mak- 
ing u neceflary to be as expeditious as 
paffiWe; no account could be taken 
of the ftores, but I believe them to 
have been confiderable. I need not 
point out to your Excellency the con- 
sequence of deftroyirig this pott, as 
it was the only eJbfcblShflient of the 
rebels' in that part of the Highlands, 
and the place from whence any 
neighbouring body of troops drew 
their fupphes. Manning's and Bay- 
ard's corps marched from Verplanka 
Point to co-operate with General 
Tryon* but finding he met with no 
opposition, they were ordered back 
Jto their pofh Signed H. C. 

Return of cannon, ftores* ammunition, 

&e. taken md deftroyed upon tbeex* 
' petition ufQbt North River > 03. 6 % 

'777* _ . 

Cannon. . Thirty-two pounders 6 ; 

eighteert-poundexs3* twelve-pounders 
7 ; nine-pounders 3 ; fix-pounders 4.1 ; 
four-pounders 3 ; three-pounders 2 ; 
two-pounders % ; Total 67. 

Two frigates built for y> and j6 
guns were -burnt by the rebels on the 
forts being taken* The guns aboard 
them, and two gallies. which were 
likewife burnt, amounted to above 
30. One floop with 10 guns fell into 
our hands* The whole Tots therefore 
is above 100 pieces*. 

Powder* 54, calks j 1 1 J barrels ; 
12,2361b. cffclufive of what was 
aboard the veflels. 

Cartridges fitted. 1852 cannon ; 
57,396 mufijuet. 

Cannon foot. 9530 round ; 886 
double headed; 2483 grape and 

Hhfc <a|e; 
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cafe: 36 cwt. 1. qr.15 lb. Land- 
bridge. 

For mufquets. 1279 wt. of ball; 
116 wt. ot buck (hot ; C400 flints. 

Every article belonging to the 
Laboratory in the greateft perfection. 
Other ftores, fuch as port-fires, 
match, harnefs, fpare gun carriages, 
tools, instruments, &c. &c. in great 
plenty. A large quantity of provi- 
sions. The boom and chain which 
ran acrofs the river from Fort Mont- 
gomery to St. Anthony's Nofe is 
iuppofed to have coft the rebels 
70,oool. Another boom which we 
deftroyed near Fort Conftnution muft 
Hkewife have coft the rebels much 
money and labour. Barracks for 
1500 men were deftroyed by Major- 
general Tryon at Continental Vil- 
lage, befides feveral ftore-houfes and 
loaded waggons, of the articles con- 
tained in which no accounts could be 
taken. 

Return of the killed, wounded, and 
miffing of the troops under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant-general Sir 
Henry Clinton, in the form w 
of Forts Clinton and Montgomery on 
the tth of O Sober y 1 777. 

* Light infantry and ^grenadiers. *I 
Captain, 3 rank and file, killed ; I 
Captain, 1 Lieutenant, 1 Serjeant, 

. 30 rank and file, wounded ; 3 rank 
. and file, miffing. 

z6th regiment, 1 Rank and file, 
killed ; 1 Lieutenant, t rank and file, 
wounded. 

5 zd. 1 Lieutenant-colonel, 2 rank 
and file, killed ; .2 Lieutenants, 1 
Enfign, 13 rank and file, wounded. 

$yth. 2 Serjeants, 4 rank and 
file, killed; 1 Captain, 1 drummer, 
. 18 rank and file, wounded. 

63d. 1 Major, 1 Lieutenant, 1 
, Serjeant, 6 rank and file, killed; 2 
. Captains, 2 Serjeants, 27 rank and 
file, 'wounded. 

One company in j if . 1 Lieutenant, 

3 rank and file, killed; 1 Lieutenant, 

I Serjeant, 7 rank and file, wounded. 

Hejfian chajfeurs. 3 rank and file, 

• killed; 11 rank and file, wounded. 



Heffian regiment of TrvmBach. Z 
rank and file, wounded. 

Capt. Emerick*s Provincial corps* 
1 rank and file, killed; 5 rank and 
file, wounded. 

Loyal Americans. I Enfign, 2 
rank and file, wounded. 
. New-York volunteers. I Major, 7 
rank and file, killed; 10 rank and 
file, wounded; 2 rank and file, 
miffing. 

Total, i Lieutenant-colonel, 2 
Majors, 1 Captain* 2 Lieutenants, 1 
Eniign, 3 Serjeants, 30 rank and file, 
killed; 4 Captains, 5 Lieutenants, 
2 Enfigns, 4 Serjeants, 1 drummer, 
126 rank and file, wounded; 5 rank 
and file, miffing. 

Names and ranks of the officers killed 
and wounded in the above return. 
Light infantry and grenadiers. 
Capt. Stuart, %6th, killed. Captain 
D'Eeb, Anfpach grenadiers* Iaeut. 
M'Donell, 26th, wounded. 

26th regiment. Lieutenant Del- 
hunty, wounded. 

zid. Lieutenant-colonel Campbell, 
killed; Lieutenants Grofe, Rufifel, 
Enfign Thomas, wounded, 

$tth. Capt. Brownlow, "Mounded* 
6$d. Major Sill, Lieutenant 
Wrixen, killed; Captains Nefbitt, 
Jones, wounded. 

j\ft. Lieutenant M' Kenzie, killed ; 
Lieutenant Frazer, wounded. 

Loyal Americans. Enfign Ward, 
wounded. 

New-fork volunteers. Major 
Grant, Enfign M'Donell, killed. 

N. B. Count Grabouflcie, a Polifli 

Nobleman acting as Aid du Camp 

to Lieutenant-general Clinton, killed* 

not included in the above return. 

Copy of a letter from General Sir 

William Howe/^Z-w^Georcb 

Germain, dated Philadelphia, 

z$th October, lJ"J7* 

My Lord, 
The enemy having entrenched 
about eight hundred men at Red 
Bank, upon the Jerfey more, fome 
little diftance above. Fort Ifland, 
Colonel Donop, with three battalions 

of 
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oFHeffian grenadiers, the regiment of 
Mirback, and the infantry, chaffeurs, 
crofted the Delaware on the 2 1 it in- 
ftant to Cooper's Ferry, oppofite to 
this town, with directions to proceed 
to the attack of that port. The de- 
tachtnent marched a part of the way 
on the fame day, and on the 2 2d 
in the afternoon was before Red 
Bank : Colontl Donop immediately 
made the beft difpofition, and led on 
the troops in the moft gallant manner 
to the affault. They carried an ex- 
tensive outwork, from whence the 
enemy were driven into an interior 
intrenchment, which could not be 
forced without ladders, being eight 
or nine feet high, with a parapet 
boarded and fraized. The detach- 
ment in moving up and returning 
from the attack was much galled by 
the enemy's gallies and floating bat- 
teries. 

Colonel Donop and Lieutenant- 
colonel Minningerode being both 
wounded, the command devolved 
upon Lieutenant-colonel Linfing, 
■who, after collecting all the wounded 
that could be brought off, marched 
that night about five miles towards 
CooperVferry, and on the following 
morning returned with the detach- 
ment to camp. 

Colonel Donop unfortunately had 
liis thigh fomuch fractured by a muf- 
<juet ball, that he could not be re- 
moved, but I fince underftand there 
are fome hopes of his recovery. There 
were feveral brave officers loft upon 
this occafion, in which the utmoft 
ardour and courage were difplayed by 
both officers and lbldiers. 

On the 23d the Augufta in com- 
ing up the river, with fome other 
ihips of war, to engage the enemy's 
gallies near the Jfort, got aground, 
and by fome accident taking fire in 
the acltion, was unavoidably con- 
firmed ; but I do not hear there were 
any lives loft. The Merlin floop 
alio grounded, and the other fhips 
being obliged to remove to a diftance 



from the explofion of the Augufta, It 
became expedient to evacuate and 
burn her alfo. 

Thefe difappointments however 
will not prevent the moft vigorous 
meafures being purfued for the re* 
du&ion of the fort, which will give 
us the paffage up the river. 

I have the honour to be, &c, 

W. Howe. 

P. S, I have the fatisfaftion to 
inclofe to your Lordfhip a report juft 
received of a very fpirited piece of 
fervice performed by Major-general 
Vaughan, and Sir James Wallace, 
up the Hudfon's River. 
Copy of Major-general Vaughan'j 

Report. 
On board the Friendjbip off Efopus, 

Friday, Qaober 17, 10 o\loci 9 

morning. 
Sir, 

I have the honour to inform you, 
that on the evening of the 15 th in- 
ftant I arrived off Efopus; finding 
that the rebels had thrown up works, 
and had made every difpofition to an- 
noy us, and cut off our communica- 
tion/ I judged it neceffary to attack 
them, the wind being at that time fo 
much againft us that we could make 
no way. I accordingly landed the 
troops, attacked their batteries, drove 
them from their works, fpiked and 
deftroyed their guns. Efopus being 
a nuriery for almoft every villain in 
the country, I judged it neceffary to 
proceed to that town. On our ap- 
proach they were drawn up with can- 
non, wfdeh we took and drove them 
out of the place. On our entering 
the town they fired from their houfes, 
which induced me to reduce the place 
to afhes, which I accordingly did, 
not leaving a houfe. We found a 
conftderable quantity of ftores of al? 
kinds, which fhared the fame fate. 

Sir James Wallace has deftroyed 
all the ihipping except an armed gal- 
ley, which run up the Creek with 
every thing belonging to the vefTels 
in ftore. 

H h h ; Our 
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Oar lpfs is fo inconfidcra)>le that 
it is not at prefent wortH while to 
mention. I am, &c. 

(Signed) John Vai/ghan. 

Admiralty-Office, December • I, 1777, 
Copy of a Letter from Vice Admiral 

Lord Vifcount Howe to Mr. Ste- 
phens. Dated on board bis Ma- 
jtftf* fop £agkf '* tht River 

Delaware, O Sober 25, 1777. 

The Lords Commiffioners of the 
Admiralty will be informed by my 
laft letter of the 28 th of Auguft of 
the arrival of the fleet at the head^ of 
Chefepeak Bay, and the debarkation 
of the army the 25th in the River 
Elk. 

The provifions, military ftores, and 
baggage required having been landed 
mnder the direction of Captain Dun- 
can, by the 7th of the next month 
the army advanced towards the rebel 
forces aflembled near Wilmington on 
the fide of the Delaware. 

The enemy confiding in the 
ftrenfcth of their fituation, and wait- 
ing the approach of the army, were 
charged the nth in the evening with 
fo much fpirit, that notwithstanding 
the advantages of their port, they 
were quickly forced on every parjt, 
and retreated in great confufion to- 
wards the town of Philadelphia. 

When this account. was forwarded, 
fhe lofs in either army was npt as- 
certained. But twelve pieces of can- 
non had been taken in the field ; and 
the vidtory would have probably been 
compleat, but for the great fatigue 
of the King's forces in a long and 
difficult nu.rch round by the Forks of 
the Brandy wine, to arrive in the def- 
tined pofition for the commencement 
of the attack. 

; Upon intelligence of this event re- 
ceived the 13th, preparation was 
made for taking the firil favourable 
Opportunity to move the fleet round 
to a proper anchorage for preserving 
ft free communication with the army 
in this river. * 

The progrefs down the Bay was 



confidently reUrded^by the (late of 
the weather and intricacy of the na- 
vigation which* <Hd not admit of con- 
tinuing under fail during the night, 
wherefore,' thqug'h quitting the Elk 
the 14th, the fleet. could not put tp 
fea from v the Capes of Virginia until 
the 23d of the fame month. I then 
proceede4 forward in. the Eagje with 
the Vigilant an4 Ins, ana* a finall 
divifkm of the transports' in which 
fome articles of provifioris an^d 'mili- 
tary ftores, likely to be foonefl wanted 
for t^earmyj had'been for that puS 
pofe «mbarkedi and left the body of 
the fleet to be cohducled by Captain 
Griffith With the reft of the mips 
of war. 

Having had verytempeftuous wea- 
ther of fome duration to the North- 
ward, in the paflage down Qhefcpeilc 
Bay, the profneft was favourable for 
the fpeedy arrival of the' fleet iri the 
Delaware, 

But when the two divifions (little 
fepanttcd) were advanced within 4 
few leagues of the entrance of the 
river, the wind changed in a fudden 
fquaU from the Southward in .the 
eveningofthe 25th; and having con- 
tinued between the North-Weil and 
North-Eaft with a degree of force 
much too great for the tranfports to 
make any way againft it, I was un- 
able to get into the river (followed a 
few days after by the firft convoy* 
which J had left in tlje care of Cap- 
tain Cornwallis when the weather 
became more fettled) until the even- 
ing of the 4th inftant. 

The larger convoy with Captain 
Griffith; though much more dif- 
perfed; arrived between the 6th and 
fcth of the month, with no other" 
material accident except the I06 of 
the tranfport named the Father's 
Good Will, which having fprung a 
leak when no affiftance could be given 
during the bad weatW, funk at fea,' 
but the crew were faved. 

The ihips of war and tranfports 
were anchored in the mofl convenient j 
iituatienv 
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iittiations in the weflern fhore from 
Newcallle down towards Rudy Ifland. 

On my arrival off Chefler on the 
6th inftant, 1 learnt that the rebel 
army, fiace the nth of laft month, 
Jiad always been retiring with preci- 
pitation to avoid a general action, 
Sometimes attempting advantages by 
furprize ;' but the King's forces main- 
taining their ufual afcendancy on 
ev*ry occafion. 

The General was in poiTeflion of 
Philadelphia,, and a frigate of 32 
guns named the Delaware, attempted 
to be pafled above the town, had been 
taken by the troops which were firft 
polled there. 

* Captain Hammond (who was re r 
tamed here jn the Roebuck) had 
jmoved up the river with the Pearl, 
*Pamilla,jand Liverpool, as the army 
advanced. 

When I came to this ftatfon, he 
was lying with thofe frigates off Bil- 
lingport, where the rebels had nearly 
compleated a very extenfive work for 
defending the approach to the firft 
double line of funk frames or chevaux 
de frize, which crofled the navigable 
channel in that part of the river. 

The General having a few days 
before appointed a ftrong corps of in- 
fantry to be landed on the Jerfey 
jftore, to diflodge the enemy from 
jjiat poll, they abandoned it at his 
approach. The front to the river 
had thereupon been deflroyed, and 
the troops that evening withdrawn. 

A trial had in the mean time been 
begun for opening a paifage through 
that iirft obftruction, which the ene- 
my, with their fire rafts, gallies, and 
other armed craft, repeatedly endea- 
voured to prevent under cover of the 
night ; but without any material in- 
jury to the frigates : and a fufficient 
channel was at length (though not 
without much difficulty) made for 
jhe larger fhips, by the advanced 
fquadron; the conduct, of which was 
on every occafion to be much ap- 
proved* 



The remaining ©Mr'oeMeas t* a* 
uninterrupted communication wirii 
the town of Philadelphia, corffifted of 
an inclofed work erected on a fiat 
muddy ifland, named Fort Ilkad* a 
little diftance below the entrance $f 
the Schuylkill, ftrengthencd by four 
block-hoofes ; with twa floating bat- 
teries of nine guns each; and twelve 
or fourteen gallies mounting heavy 
cannon, befedes many other armed 
craft of lefler force, and feveral fire- 
fhips, Oppofite thereto, on the ealt- 
ern fhore at Red Bank, above Manto 
Creek, a redoubt was conftructed, 
under which trieir moveable water 
force could find protection occa- 
fion ally. 

In the front of thefe defences, to 
the extent of half a mile or more be- 
low the ifland, (being the part of the 
channel where the navigation was 
contracted in the width to about 100 
fathoms) feveral rows of the chevaux 
de frize were funk fo as to render the 
nearer approach of the fhips imprac- 
ticable ; and no attempt could he 
made for moving the funk friwies, 
or othefwife' clearing the channel, 
till the command of the fhores on 
each fide of die river could be ob- 
tained. 

For thefe purposes the General or- 
dered forae batteries to be erected on 
the weftern more to diflodge the ene- 
my from the ifland ; and a body of 
troops to be landed for forcing the 
redoubt on Red Bank. 

ft was intended that the Vigilant 
mould pafs through a mallow and 
very confined channel between Hog 
Ifland (next below Fort Ifland) and 
the Pennfylvartia fhore j to arrive and 
act upon the rear and lefs defenfible 
part of the work ; and the circunt- 
ftances of the navigation not admit- 
ting of a more ferious attack, for the 
reaibns before-mentioned, a divtrfion; 
was propofed to be made at the fame 
time by the advanced frigates, toge- 
ther with the Ms and Angnfta, in, 
the eaftera or vain channel of the. 

river- 
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frivrr, as well for engaging the atten- 
tion of the enemy at Fort Ifland and 
the redoubt, as toreftrain the motions 
of the gallies and other armed craft 
which had retired under the works at 
Red Bank, when they difcovered the 
danger they would be expofed to in 
their former ftations near Fort Ifland 
Jrom our batteries on the weftern 
fhore. 

The wind continuing from the 
northward feveral fuccefftve days, the 
Vigilant could not proceed according 
to her deftinauon at the time intend- 
ed. The Augufta, Roebuck, Liver- 
pool, and Pearl, were neverthelefs 
ordered above the firft line of chevaux 
«le frize the 2 2d inftant, to be in 
readinefs for fuch fervice as they 
Ihould be able to render when the 
redoubt fhould be attacked ; and 
Captain Reynolds, being the fenior 
officer, fucceeded to the command of 
the advanced fquadron. 

The detachment of the army, con- 
fining of Heflian troops under Col. 
Donop, appqinted to attack the re- 
doubt, croiied the Delaware oppofite 
to Philadelphia the 21ft inftant, in a 
<iiviiion of Hat boats, which Captain 
Clayton conducted in the night by 
JFort Ifland along the weftern fhore 
for that purpose. 

The attack of the redoubt being 
obferved to take place the evening of 
the 2 2d, juft upon the clofe of day, 
Captain Reynolds immediately flip- 
ped, and advanced with the fquadron, 
(to which the Merlin had been joined) 
as fail as he was able with the flood, 
to fecond the attempt of the troops, 
which were feen to be very warmly 
engaged : but the change in the na- 
tural courfe of the river, caufed by 
the obftruttions appearing to have al- 
tered the channel, the Augufta and 
Merlin unfortunately grounded fome 
diftance below the fecond line of the 
chevaux de frize ; and the frefh nor- 
therly wind, which then prevailed, 
greatly checking the rifing of the 



tifie, they could not be got afloat on * 
the fubfequent flood. 

The diverflon was endeavoured to 
be continued by the frigates, at which 
the fire from the enemy's gallies was 
chiefly pointed for fome time. But 
as the night advanced, the Heflian 
detachment having been repulfed, the 
firing ceafed. 

The rebels difcovering the ftate of 
the Augufta and, Merlin in the morn- 
ing of the 23d, renewed the fire 
from their gallies, works and floating 
batteries. But their moveable force 
approaching little nearer than a ran- 
dom fhot, the injury was inconfider- 
able to the fhips ; and by the alert- 
nefs and fpirit of the officers and fea- 
men (of the tranfports as well as fhips 
of war) attending in the boats of the 
fleet on this occafion, four fire vefTels, 
directed againft the Augufta, were 
fent without effect. 

The Ifls was at this time warping 
through between the lower chevaux 
de frize. Empty tranfports had been 
ordered up from the fleet, and other 
preparations made for lightening the 
Augufta; when by fome accident, no 
otherwife connected with the circum- 
ftances of the action, but as it was 
probably caufed by the wads from her 
gu*i5, the fhip took fire abaft, and it 
fpread with fuch rapidity, that all 
endeavours to extinguifh it were ufed 
in vain. The men were thereupon 
taken out, except a very fmaTL num- 
ber not yet afcertained. The fecond 
Lieutenant Baldock, the Chaplain 
and Gunner appear to be of that 
number. 

In this ftate of the proceeding it 
was necefTary to withdraw the fri- 
gates, for fecuring them from the 
effect of the blaft. And as the Mer- 
lin could not be protected from the 
fame injury, I judged it requifite to 
give orders for the floop to be eva- 
cuated and deftroysd. The other 
fhip dropped down nearer to Billingr 
port. 

MucJi 
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. Much commendation is due to the 
feveral Captains, inferior officers and 
feamen concerned in this fervice ; 
and particularly in their refolute ex- 
ertions to aflift in faving the crew of 
the Augufta. 

Jdmiralty~Offiee> December I, 1 777* 
Copy of a letter from Commodore Ho- 
tham to Vice- Admiral Lord Vif 
count Howe, and by his Lordjbip 
tranfmitted to Mr. Stephens, 
dated on board His Majefly*s Jbip 
the Prefon, off Peek's-Kill Creek* 
, thegthof0^ober y iyyy. 

Sir Henry Clinton having thought 
it advifeable to make a diverfion up 
the North River, and the neceflary 
arrangements being made in confe- 
rence, the Hat boats and batteaux 
on the 3d inftant proceeded to Spik- 
endevil-creek in three divifions, under 
the Captains Pownall, Jordan, and 
Stanhope :, Captain Pownall having 
the direction of the whole. 

A body of about 1 100 troops were 
embarked in them that evening, and 
the fame night proceeded to Tarry 
Town, where they landed at day- 
break, and occupied the heights ad- 
joining. A.fecond divifion, nearly 
of that number, marched out at the 
fame time from KingftSridge, and 
formed a junction by land with thofe 
who paffed by water. The fquadron^ 
under Captain Oramanney had moved 
up the day before to receive them, 
the fmaller part of it, namely, the 
galleys' and armed vefTels, (as they 
might be to aft feparately) I thought 
it advifeable on this occaiion to make 
a diftinft command, and could not 
place them better than under the di- 
rection of Sir James Wallace, whofe 
-knowledge of the river, as Well as 
Captain Ommanney's, we fully ex- 
perienced the advantage of. 

Ttie third divifion of troops were 
embarked in tranfports, and on the 
4th in the morning left New- York, 
under convoy of the Prefton, and in 
the courfe of the fame tide arrived oiF 
Tarry Town. 



The general embarkation was tftat 
night made, and the wind being ftill 
favourable, the whole, preceded by 
the fquadron under Sir James Wal- 
lace as an advanced guard, reached 
Vere Planks Point at noon the day 
following, and thofe in the flat boats 
landed with appearance only of aa 
oppofition. Sir James* Wallace was 
immediately difpatched higher up 
the river to cut off the enemy's com- 
. munication by Peak's-kill-ferry. 

The 6th at day-break the general 
debarkation took place, and all the 
troops, except about four hundred, 
who were left to fecure Vere Plank 
Neck, were foon landed at Stoney 
Point, upon the oppofite fhore, from 
whence they had about twelve miles 
to march through a mountainous and 
rugged road to Fort Clinton and 
Montgomery. 

The mips and tranfports then mov- 
ed higher up, and anchored oppofite 
Peek's-kill landing. 

In the afternoon the advanced 
fquadron and the two frigates got 
under fail and opened Fort Montgo- 
mery, with a view only to make an 
appearance, and thereby to caufe a 
diverfion in favour of the attack, 
which we obferved had now begun. 
Sir James by the help of his oars got 
near enough in with the gal lies to 
throw fome fhot into the fort. The 
cannonading and fire of mufquetry 
continued 'till night, when, byamoft 
fpirited exertion, a general and vigo- 
rous aflault was made, and the two 
important Forts of Clinton and 
Montgomery fell by ftorm to his M?- 
jefly's arms. On which I have the 
honour to congratulate your Lord- 
fliip mod iincerely. The rebel frigates 
are both burnt, with a galley, and 
ailaop of ten guns is taken. 

The lofs on the enemy's fide is not 
yet exactly known, but they are fup- 
pofed to have had about 100 killed 
and 2 50 taken prifoners. The greateft 
lofs on the fide of the King's troops 
are about 40 killed, among whom 
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are feme valuable officers, namely, 
Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, Major 
Sill, Major Grant, and Captain 
Stewart, and about ieo wounded. 

A fumraons figned by Sir Henry 
Clinton and myfelf was the next day 
joat np to Fort Conilitution, by a 
flag of truce, which being fired at, 
returned, and determined the Gene- 
ral immediately to correct the infult 
by an attack. An embarkation was 
accordingly made on the morning 
on the 8th, and proceeded up the 
river for that purpofe, under cover of 
die galleys. 

We found upon our arriral the Fort 
had been abandoned in great confn- 
fion, their barracks burnt, but all 
their artillery left. The whole num- 
ber of camion taken in three forts 
amouAt to 67,. with a large quantity 
of provifions, ammunition, and ftores 
of aH kinds to a very confiderable 
aaount. I have directed fuch part of 
the chain and bomb as cannot be 
laved to be deitroyed : the conuruc- 
tion of both give ftrong proofs of la- 
bour, induftry, and {kill. 

Sir James Wallace, with his flying 
fcuadron, is gone fliH higher up the 
river, and if he pafies lie ckevaux 
defnoe.at Peliipus Ifland, he may 
do eifential fervice, as there can be 
nothing to give him any interruption. 

When it is confidered that this at- 
tack was made after a moil fatiguing 
march over precipices, and through 
.goads aim oft impenetrable, which 
made it impo/Gble for the troops to 
.avail therafelves of the ufe of cannon 
So unnecenary for frch a purpofe, and 
-the little afliftance they could therein 
.proraife themselves from the mips; 
tthe acceis through the highlands to 
the fprts, rendering the approach to 
them fo precarious, it redounds the 
.more to the cwdit of an. enter prize, 
jwhioh wax famed and. executed with 
<*]iul judgment, valour, and fuccefs. 

The Captains, officers, and men 
under my command .have been fo 
Jfaetttfouily aealoja* in d^ir exertions 



upon this occa£on, that every testi- 
mony is doe from me in approbation 
of their conduct during this fervice of 
fatiguewof which Capt. Pownal has had 
his mare, and is well able to inform 
your Lordftiips of every particular. 

I have the farther pleafure to ac- 
quaint your Lordihip, that General 
Tryon is juft returned from Conti- 
nental Village, whene he has de- 
itroyed barracks for ie,o© men, with 
ilores to a confiderable amount. 
Copy $f a. Utter frpm Sir James 
Wal lace to Ctrnmedore Hot ham, 
dated, Gedlkj and Armed Feffeh off 
Efopux Creek, Q&sber 1 7, 1777, 

Sir, 
We proceeded up the river, de- 
fboying a number of veflels as we 
failed along, without flopping till 
we arrived at Efopus-creek, where 
we found two batteries ; one of two 
guns, the other of three guns ere&ed, 
and an armed galley at the mouth of 
the creek, who iendeavoured to pre- 
vent our faffing by their cannonade. 
General Vaughan was of opinion 
fuch a .force-mould not be left be- 
hind. It was determined to land and 
deifroy £hem, and immediately exe? 
cuted, without retarding our pro- 
ceeding up the river. The General 
marched for the town and fired it. 
The boats from the armed vefleh 
went up the creek, burnt two brigs, 
Jeveral large . Hoops and other craft, 
with all their apparatus that was in 
Hore upon the ihore. Lieutenant 
Clark of the Dependence, with two 
or three others, in firing the floras 
were blown up, but we flatter oux» 
-felves notdangeroufly. 

The officers and men upon this oc- 

cafion behaved with the greatefl fpirk« 

[London Gazette. 

Philadelphia, September 11. 

Letter from General Washington. 

" i»r, Cbefter, Sept. 11, 1777. 

" I^amibrry to inform you, that 

in this day's engagement we have 

been obliged to leave the enemy maf- 

ters 
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iersof the^ field. Unfortunately the 
intelligence received of the enemy's 
advancing up the Brandywine,* and 
croffing the ford about fix miles 
a*bove us, was uncertain arid contra- 
dictory > notwithftanding all my pains 
to get the bell. This prevented my 
making a difpofition adequate to the 
force with which the enemy attacked 
us on out right. In confequence of 
wjiich the troops firft engaged were 
obliged to retire before they could 
be reinforced. 

" In the midft of the attack oil 
the right, that body of the enemy 
which remained on the fide of Chad's- 
ford, crofted it, and attacked the di- 
vision there, under the command of 
General Mayne, and the light troops 
under General Maxwell, who, after 
a fevere conflict, alfo retired. The 
militia, under General Armftrong, 
being polled at a ford, about two 
miles below Chad's-ford, had no op- 
J?or;unity of engaging ; but we fought 
under many disadvantages, and were, 
from the caufes above-mentioned, 
obliged to retire ; yet our lofs of men 
is, I amperfuaded, very confiderable. 
but I believe much lefs than the ene- 
my ; we have alfo loft eight pieces of 
cannon, according to the beft infor- 
mation I can obtain ; the baggage 
having been previouily moved off, is 
til faved, except the men's blankets, 
which being at their backs, many of 
them, doubtlefs, were loft. I have 
directed all the troops to aftemble be* 
hind Chefter, where they are now ar- 
ranging for this night* Notwithftand- 
ing the misfortune of the day, I am 
happy to find the troops in good fpi- 
rits, and I hope another time we mall 
compenfate for the lofs we have fuf* 
tained. The Marquis la Fayette is 
wounded in the leg, and General 
Woodford in the hand. Divers other 
officers are wounded, and fome flain ; 
but the number of either cannot now 
be aicertained* 

I have-the honour to be, &c» 

G. Washington." 



) 

" P. S. It is not in my power to 
fend you certain intelligence, the pre- 
fent being the firft leisure moment I 
have had fince the a&ion-" 

PuWifhed by order of Congrefs, 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 



Boftdtt, Q8ober 2. 
ExtraS of a letter from a gentleman 
of difiinSiion in Philadelphia to hits 
friend in this town dated Sept. 15, 

*777* 

Dear Sir, 
In my laft I wrote you, that we 
were-every moment in expectation of 
engaging the enemy. They advanced 
bv flow degrees up the river Brandy- 
wine, with an evident intention of 
croifing one of the fords. Our army 
of .courfe moved on the other fide of 
the river to prevent it. But as there 
were three fords within the compafi 
of ten miles, we were obliged to di- 
vide our army, to guard each pafs ; 
the greateft probability was, that 
they would crofs the middle one, 
called Chad's; accordingly our 
greateft force was polled there, and 
General Maxwell, with about 1000 
light troops, were fent acrofs to take 
pofleffion of the oppofite height* In 
the night of the 10th inftant, they 
threw up a flight breaft-work of limbs 
of trees. The next morning, about 
eight o'clock, the enemy appeared in 
fight, and moved on a party to dif- 
pofTefs Maxwell, and at a little dis- 
tance opened upon our people a 
heavy cannonade with 8 pieces of 
cannon, which was returned by our 
cannon, with good effect. General 
Maxwell drove back the party which 
was fent againft him with great 
lofs ; they were reinforced a fecond 
time, and came on, but were again 
repulfed, and followed fome diftance 
by the General's party. But as they 
could not carry their fcheme into exe- 
cution while our light troops remain* 
ed on the other fide the river, they 
were determined, at all events, to 
oblige them to retire; accordingly 
1 1 i they 
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the* feat a very ftrongpflrty round a coin's, 
piece *f weed*, in order to came 
fipoa his flank, while the other at- 
tacked him in front, The General 
perceived this movement, and* retreat- 
ed acrofs, where he Joined the main 
body, with tie trifhag lofs of three 
killed, and eight or nine wounded. 
Avery intelligent fellow, who was in 
the action, told me, that when they 
purfoed the enemy, he was confident 
he faw near joo tying on- the field ; 
fcut the General, who is verymodeft 
in his account of the matter, ima- 
gines there were at leaft 300 kilied 
and wounded. I was with the main 
Body on* this ifde the riveir, and had 
the pleaAire to fee the Britilh troops 
pun. The diftance from w was oot 
much more than a quarter of a mile. 
Tlfe enemy iUll kept ap their can> 
rionade, and foroe at their troops 
paraded oitf the heighta, and appear-' 
ed as if they is Beaded, to- attempt 
ChadVferd, but their maim body 
filed off to the left, aed csofog the 
upper ford, marched on to Birming- 
ham Meeting-houfr,. near which our 
right wing was pofbed. Unfortu- 
nately the accounts our General re- 
ceived of this movement were various 
and contradictory, uhich prevented a 
fuflicient force being lent on- 00 f«f- 



ta ; n the attack ia thai quarter. Lord 
Stirling's, and another ofiker's d vi- 
ficms, were there,* and General Sul- 
livarr was fent on to reinforce, but 
unhappily his divifion took rather toa 
fatge a circuit, and riling » hill> 
were attacked by thcwhole force of 
dip enemy, before they had time to 
form. This fudden. and unexpected 
attack threw them iitfo conrufion, 
and, they retreated with the utmoft 
precipitation. 

The otiierdivifionsweje alio oblig- 
ed to retreat, after maintaining a 
very warn, conflict for forae tiise, and 
weuc clofely porfucd by the enemy, 
who took advantage of their retreat, 
tilt they fell in with General Green's 
dixi&Mir and the. one that was- Lin* 



htft now commanded by Ge- 
neral Waine. Hew a molt terrible 
and bloody battle took place, which 
was maintained with the greateft bra* 
very and intrepidity for upwards of 
half an hour, when on* people were 
obliged to quit the field, and the day 
clofing prevented any further purfuit. 
We loit in this action nine pieces of 
cannon, a number of officers and 
men, but none of higher rank than * 
Ma)» B*lh, of Gel. Hartley's regi- 
ment, who was killed. 

The Marqnrs la Fayette was wound- 
ed in the leg, but is in a fair way. 
Gen, Woodford was mot through the 
hand. 

In the evening the General retreat- 
ed to Chefter, in order co colled his- 
troops, and to permit them to take 
foroe refrefhment, having had no* 
food the whole day, and little or no 
deep for 4R hours before. 

I forgot to mention, that at th* 
time tlrey attacked us on the right,, 
the party which pofiefted the height* 
opjjofite Chad's-ford, aettmpted to 
pais it, but were attacked by Gen^ 
Maxwell, who again obliged them to 
retreat, with the lefc of 30 men, 
among whom was a €apt* Campbell, 
out of whole pocket was taken the or- 
ders of the iotk inftant, and ibme 
other important papers. 

By General Howe's- «rde*s, it ap- 
pears, that very little reliance is to be 
placed upon hit promises of protec- 
tion ; for he there commands his 
troops to bring in all the cattle and 
hortes they can lay their hands on r 
and promises to pay the fbldkrs who 
bryig them in, a guinea a head for 
horfes, a dollar for homed cattle, 
and a crown for rat fheep ; in confe- 
qoence of which, they have plun- 
dered all the inhabitants without dif- 
tin£tion- 

The regiment of artillery, witl^ 
their General, behaved with thei? 
uiual coolnefs and intrepidity. Some- 
of them could fcarce be prevailed 
upon- to- quit their guas, even when 
furwunded 
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fcrcmrided toy die .enemy, and for- 
iaken by our infantry. 

The Bofton boys did themfelves 
great honour. I rode up to Captain 
^llen, at the -beginning of thea&ion; 
young Cooper was with him at the 
fame gain, and a number of our 
Softon lads; they feemed in high 
/pints. I told them not to forget old 
tunes. Colonel Proftor, With his 
corps of artillery, aJfo behaved toad- 
miration. In the infantry, the bri-^ 
gade which compofed Green's and 
Waine's divifion, particularly Wen- 
den's and Woodford's, behaved ad- 
mirably. They fuftained a clofe and 
heavy fire from the enemy for a long 
time, without ftarting an inch. Spotf- 
wood's aigi Stewart's regiments di- 
fttnguifhedthemfelves greatly. Tihe 
former is a Virginia, and thougfc 
not a large one* is the beft difeiplined 
and moil orderly regiment in the fer- 
vice. The Commander is a fenfible, 
%rave, and cool gentleman, and his 
* whole foul feems to be engrofled in 
the care and discipline of his regi- 
nment ; of confequence they are always 
dean and healthy. 

Many others {Virginia efperially) 
which I .have not time to defcribe, 
iiehaved in a manner that would do 
honour to veteran troops. The Ma- 
ay landers got no great credit ; but it 
is faid to be the fault tsf their prin- 
cipal Commander. How this is, time 
will difeover; their Brigadier-general 
(B*«-re) is fufpended. He has fmce 
refigned his commiffion. 

A great number of French officers 
were in the action. The Marquis de 
Ja Fayette, that moft accomplifhed 
youth, behaved with a bravery equal 
pa his birth arid amiable character. 
The PoM Count Pulafki, with a 
party of light horfe, rode up to re- 
connoitre the enemy, witfiin piftol 
/hot of tlieir front. Chevalier du 
jPleflj, who is one of Gen. K's fa- 
ultily, had three balls through his hat. 
Young Fleuri's horfe was killed under 
ixisa. He {hewed fo cinch bravery. 



and was f© -ufeful in rattySirg thjb 
troops, that the CongJefs hare made 
him a prefent of another. I Should 
not do juftice if I did not add/ that, 
the foreign officers in general be<- 
haved exceeding well. 

f fhali follow the Ufuail ctrfbm of 
the drama, by introducing the greatefr. 
.hero act the laft. The character of 
our worthy General heeds no eulo- 
gium. He is at all times great, but 
on that day he really outfhonehim- 
felf . 

In the beginning of the a&ion he 
rode from one end to the other of the 
line, cheering and encouraging the 
men with fuch benignity and affabi- 
lity, as almoft feemed to be more 
than human. Defcription wouM fail 
me, were I to attempt to rcprefent 
how much the men feemed animat- 
ed by his prefence ; they could ghre 
no other vent to their feelings but by 
fhouts of applaufe, which ieemed to 
rend the air. 

Never were men in better fpirits, 
and £ am confident as I art of my 
own exigence, that if the attack had 
been made where it was expecTed, 
Mr* Howe and his army would cer- 
tainly have been entirely routed. As 
the enemy Were' in pofFefllon of the 
field of battle, and our troops muck 
fatigaed, we could not very .fuddenly 
form a judgment af the killed and 
wounded on either fide. It was, how- 
ever, agreed on all hands, that die 
lofs of the enemy was infinitely greater 
than ours ; and the accounts which 
have been received confirm the con- 
jecture. They have Joft upwards of 
2000 men in killed and wounded, 
and confefs, that though they have 
gained the victory, they have paid 
very dear for it. In mort, it is an- 
other Bunker's-hill aftion. From the 
befl accounts that can be gathered^ 
our lofs does not exceed i ooo. The/ 
have fent jto us furgeons to affift in 
drefling the \younded, and feveral 
iave been fent by our General. 

As it wa* jiot improbable the enemy 

lii z WQlll4 
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would purfue their advantage, and 
immediately pufh for this city, Gen. 
Wafhington thought it beft to be 
before-hand with them and accord- 
ingly marched here, with hit troops, 
but, from the accounts afterwards 
received, finding that they were 

f ready difabled, and wpuld prob- 
ably wait for a further reinforce* 
ment before they came on, he yefter- 
day (Sunday) croffed the Schuylkill, 
and has movejl on the Lancafter road, 
towards the enemy, who ftill remain 
near the field of battle, and it is pro- 
bable, you will foon hear of another 
engagement, whjch will doubtlefs de- 
cide 3>e rate of the prefent campaign. 

It is with the greateft pleafurel 
can allure you, that notwithstanding 
the hardships (hey have endured, ana 
the blood which has been fpilt, our 
men are in high fpirits, and feem 
more eager than ever to engage the 
enemy. It is not therefore impro- 
bable that the next battle will be a 
very bloody one. 

We hear that there is a very con* 
ftderable number of Virginia and 
Maryland militia on their way under 
General Small wood. Four thoufand 
will be raifed immediately in the Jer- 
feys, ajid three thor.fand of General 
Putnam's divifion are ordered, and, 
I fuppofe, are now on their march, 
fo that I appreliend we fhall ftill be 
able to maintain a countenance. 

I wait the arrival of the poft, and 
lhall leave this letter open fill the laft 
moment, that I may give you all tlje 
intelligence I poflibly can. 

Tell Henley the battle exceeded 
any thing he ever faw. I know he 
will be mortified that he was not a 
party concerned, 

Fifteenth ihft. The poft arrived 
yefterday, and brought your's of the 
4th inft. The fupply of blankets 
and ftockings, brought in the vefTels 
from Spain, has arrived in a very 
lucky time, as our men began to 
want them exceedingly", and would 
have fuffered foon- 
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Mr. Hancock, at whofe hode, I 
write this, defires me to acquaint hi« 
friends, that he is fo much engaged 
in public matters, that he has not 
time to write by this poft. Indeed 
he is very much engaged. The whole 
buiinefs part of the Congrefs lies 
upon his moulders, and Ire is con- 
ftantly employed both night and day ? 

It is high time he fhould have a 
little relaxation, but although his ale- 
fire to vifit his native town is exceed- 
ingly ftrong, yet he is too much of 
the foldier to quit in time of danger ; 
he is therefore determined to wait 
the iflue of the prefent campaign ; 
and when that is happily ended, as f 
doubt not it will, he will then, in 
all probability, pay you a vifit. 

Sixteenth. How uncertain is hu- 
man life ! how foon are the brighteft 



profpec"b changed ! Poor Gen. Cou-j 
dray, who, this morning at eleven 
o'clock, I fhook hands with in high 
fpirits, in half an hour after was no 
more. He fet out with a number of 
French gentlemen tp join General 
Washington, as volunteers. The 
boats on the river Schuylkill are fo 
conftru&ed, that horfes and carriages 
driye immediately into them without 
unhameffing. The General was on 
a young mare, full % o£ fpirits ; he rode 
her into the boat, but not being able 
to flop her career, Jhe went out at the 
other end with the General on her 
back into the river. He diiengaged 
himfelf from her, and Major Rogers, 
his Aid de Camp, jumped immedU 
apely in after him, and being a good 
fwimmer, ' fuftained him for a few 
minutes, but finding he could get no 
afliftance, and the General ftruggling, 
he was obliged (in order to fave his 
own life) to quit him. The unfor- 
nate General funk, and the tide be- 
ing flrong,' they have not yet been 
able to find the body, notwithftand- 
ing the moil diligent fearch they could 
make. The General was greatly 
efteemed by all who knew him, as 
well for his good fenfe and courteous 
difpofition, 
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difpofition, as for his knowledge of crofs it, no doubt, but die point will 
military affairs. Hit lofs is, of con- be very warmly difputed 
Sequence, much lamented, particu- 
larly by his countrymen, to whom he 
feemed to be a father and protector. 

Seventeenth. A letter was received 
laft night from Col. Biddle bv Gen. 
Mifflin, who is Tick in this city. 
Biddle fays, the enemy advanceiW- 
ierday about two o'clock, and akrfc- 
ed our picquet, which of courfe re- 



Gen. Waftiington and his army 
are at the Warren Tavern, on the 
Lancafter road, the other fide of 
Schuylkill. 



The AMERICAN CRISIS. 

Number IV. 

Thofe who expect to reap the blef- 

lings of freedom, muft, like men, 

*ired ; xhey then attacked the front of undergo the fatigue of fupporting it. 

pur army, and an engagement be- The event of yefterday is one of thofe 



gan, but rain coming on, both fides 
were forced to defift. The rain con- 
tinues this day, but I fappofe, as 
loons as it clears up, the action will 
be renewed. Our men are all in high 
fpirits, well polled, and thofe of them 
Tfyho retreated in the laft action, have 
been collected, and are determined 
,to make their ftand there. The ac- 
tion muft have been very bloody to 
the enemy; feveral deferters who 
have come in fay, they had obliged 
the inhabitants to bury their dead ; 
that 1060 Britifh and foreign troops 
were buried in the neighbourhood 
This is exclufive of what was killed 
by Gen. Maxwell. 

Their wounded men are fent to 
Wilmingtpn, and as they are under 
apprehenfions from Gen. Smallwood 
and Col. Gift, who are in their rear, 
with 2000 men, they are obliged to 
leave a ftrong guard at Wilmington, 
to defend their fick and wounded. 

Yefterday Congrefs was informed 
by exprefs, that 4000 Britifh forces 
were landed at Eliiabeth-town Point. 
This was done, no doubt, with a 
view of making a diverfion in favour 
of Howe ; but as we have a fuJEcient 
force, which may foon be brought 
to oppofe them in that quarter, we 
are under no apprehenfions of their 
remaining long there. 

The enemy are now within 10 
rnilcs of Swedes-ford, on the Schuyl- 
kill. This ford is about fixteen miles 
above Philadelphia. They mean to 



kind of alarms which is juft fufficient 
to rouze us to duty, without being of 
confequence enough to deprefs our 
fortitude. It is not a field of a few 
acres of ground, but a caufe that we 
are defending ; and whether we de- 
feat the enemy in one battle, or by 
degrees, the confequence will be the 
fame. 

* Look back at the events of laft 
winter, and the prefent year; then 
you will find that the enemy's fuc- 
cefies have always contributed to re- 
duce them. What they have gained 
in ground, they paid fo dearly for in 
numbers, that their victories have in 
the end amounted to defeats. We 
have always been mafters at the laft 
pulh, and always HjalJ, while we do 
our duty. Howe has been once on 
the banks of the Delaware, and from 
thence driven back with lofs and di£. 
grace ; and why not be again driven 
from the Schuylkill ? His condition 
and ours are very different. He has 
every body to fight ; we have only 
his one army to cope with, and which 
waftes away at every engagement ; 
we cannot only reinforce, but can re- 
double our numbers; he is cut off 
from all fupplies, and muft fooner or 
later inevitably fall into our hands. 

Shall a band of ten or twelve thou- 
fand robbers, who are this day fifteen 
hundred or two thoufand men lefs in 
ftrength than they were yefterday, 
-conquer America, or fubdue even a 
fingle State? The thing cannot be, 

unlet* 
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«nlefs we fit down, and fuffef them 
$o do it. Another fuch abruSh, not- 
;withftanding we loft the ground, 
arould, by ftill reducing the enemy, 
put them in a condition to be after- 
wards totally defeated. 

Could our whole army have come 
up to the attack at one timej the 
confequencc had probably been other- 
.wife ; but our having different part? 
of the Brandywine-creek to guard, 
and the uncertainty which road to 
Philadelphia the enemy would at- 
tempt to' take, naturally afforded 
them an opportunity of paffing with 
their main body at a plage where 
only a part of ours could be ported : 
hut it muft ftrike every thinking man 
with convi&icn, that it requires a 
much greater force to oppofe an ene- 
my in Several places, than is fuflioient 
to defeat them in anyone place. 

Men who are fincere in defending 
their freedom, will always reel con- 
cern at every circumflance which 
feems to make againft them ; it is 
the natural and honeSt confequencc 
ot* all arfre^lionate attachments, and 
the want of it is a vke. But the de- 
jedion lails only for a moment; they 
ij»on rife out of it with additional vi- 
gour, the glow of hope, courage, 
'And fortitude, will in a little time 
fupply the place of every inferior paf- 
fios, and kindle the whole heart in^> 
heroifm. 

There is a myftery in the counte- 
nance of fome cauSes, which we have 
not always prefent judgment enough 
to explain. It is diitreffing to fee an 
enemy advancing into a country, but 
it is the only place in which wc can 
oeat them, and in which we have ai- 
rways beaten them, whenever they 
made the attempt. The nearer any 
-difeafe approaches to a criits, the 
nearer it .is to a cure** danger and 
jdcliverance make their advances to- 
gether ; and it is only at the laft 
■pufh that one or the other takes the 
lead. 

There am many mtn who \yjll do 



their doty when it is not wanted : b*t 
a genuine public fpirit always appean 
molt when there is moil occafion for 
it. Thank God I our army, .though 
fatigued, is yet intire. The attack 
made bv us yefterday, was under 
many disadvantages naturally arming 
from the uncertainty, of knowing 
^ri£h rente the enemy would take; 
lEgfrom that circumiance, the whole 
of oW force could not be brought up 
together, time enough to engage all 
.at once. Our Strength is yet referr- 
ed ; and it is evident that Howe does 
Jiot think jiimielf a gainer by the 
affair, otherwise he would this mora* 
ing have moved down and attacked 
^General Washington. 

Gentlemen ofxhe city and country, 
it is in your power, by a Spirited im- 
provement of the prefcnt circum- 
nance, to turn it to a real advantage: 
Howe is now weaker than before, and 
every mot will contribute to reduce 
him. You are more immediately 
imerefted than any other part of the 
continent : your All is at itake ; it is 
not Sb with the general caufe ; you 
are devoted ty the enemy to plunder 
and destruction : it is the encourage- 
ment which Howe, the chief of the 
plunderers, has promifed Jus army, 
Th** circumftanced, you may f«ve 
yonrfehres by a manly reManCe, but 
you can have no hoj*e in any other 
conduct. I never yet knew our brave 
General or any part of the army, 
officers or men, out of heart, and J 
have Seen them in circumstances a 
thoufand times more trying than the 
pre fen t. It is only thofetbat are net 
in a&ion, that feel languor and hea- 
vinefs, and the beft way to rub it off, 
is to turn out, and make fure work 
of it. 

Our army mull undoubtedly feel 
fatigue, and want a reinforcement of 
re&, (hough not of valour. Our 
own intereit and happinefs call upon 
us to give them every fupport in our 
power, and make the burden of the 
day, pa which the fafety of this city 
4cDen4«* 
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depend*, a> fignt as poflible. Re- 
member, gentlemen, that we have 
forces both to the northward and 
fouthward of Philadelphia, if the 
enemy be but Aopt till thofe can ar- 
rive, this city will be faved, ami the 
enemy finaHy routed. Yon have too 
much at flake to hcfitate ; you ought 
not to think an hour upon the matter, 
but Spring to aftion at once* Other 
fiates have been invaded, and have 
likewife driven off the invaders. Now 
our time and turn is come, and per- 
haps the finifhing ftroke is referved 
for us. When we look back on the 
dangers we have been feved from,- 
and reflect on the fuccefles we have 
been blefled with, it would be finful 
either to be idle or defpair, 

I clofe this paper with a fhort ad- 
drefe to General Howe. Yon, Sir, 
are only lingering out the period that 
fliall bring with it your defeat. You 
have yet fcarce began upon the war, 
and the farther you enter, the fafter 
will your troubles thicken. What 
yeo now enjoy is enly a refpite from 

* an invitation to deftru&ion ; a 



) 



rum ; 

fomethmg that will lead on to our 
deliverance at yow expence* We 
know the caufe we are engaged in, 
and though a paflionate fondnefs for 
it may make fts grieve at every injury 
which threatens it, yet when the mo- 
ment of concern ^s over, the deter- 
mination to duty returns. We are 
not the hireling fiaves of a beggarly 
~— ; nor the cringing flattererers of 
an infamous Court* We are not 
moved by the gloomy fmile of a 
worthlefs — — , but by the ardent 
glow of generous patriotifm. We 
Jight not to enflave but to fet a coun- 
c try free, and to make room upon, 
earth for honeft men to live in. In 
fuch a caufe we are right; and we 
leave to you the defpairing reflection 
•f being the tool of a miferable ■■ ■ 

CGMMOX SfiNiE. 

Philadelphia, 
Sept 12, m$ nwm> 



Philadelphia. 
Extract of a letter frtm Head-Quafr 
tin, dated Sept. O/, three o'cl&ci, 
A.M. 

I embrace this- opportunity to in- 
form you, that the movements of 
the enemy yefterday gave the greateft - 
reason to apprehend they were eadea- 
vouring to force a march to Philadel- 
phia, which they will pwfecute this 
day, or give us battle. Yefterday 
they advanced towards us, and our 
army prepared to give them battle, 
bet whether from a diflike to our 
fituation, or a defire to fteal a march* 
I -know not, ■ they have and are flili 
doing their utmoft to file to the right 
of us. 

Philadelphia, Sept. 5. Withra theie 
few days leveral perfoiw of this city, 
have been apprehended as inimical to 
the United States. Many of thefe 
are Quakers. Yefterday a remon- 
ftrance from three of that body wa» 
prefented to the Prefident and Conn- - 
cil of Permfylvania, wherein they fay, 
that Lewis Nicola, Town-major, 
who commands here, having orders 
to confine them, they fay fuch con- 
finement is agaxnft law, and defire to 
be heard firft. £igned Ifrae! Pent- 
berton, John Hunt, Samuel Plea- 
fan ts. 

In a paper written by an advocate ' 
for the meafure, ic is obferved, 
** People ought not to be furprr/ed 
at Coftgrefs recommending this ftep* 
The right to bail has often been fuf- 
pended in England. In the year 
1745, when the Scotch rebels in- 
vaded England. This is. at prefent 
the cafe in" America. Read General 
Burgoyne's general warrant to Lieut* 
CoL Battm, to feixe all pointed our 
by CoL Skeene.. 

In Congrefs r Aug. 28, 1777* 
The Committee to whom tfie pa** 
pers, fent by General Sullivan, weir 
referred, reported 

That the- feveral telHmonies fincc- 
the commencement of the prefent 

wnteifr 
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conteft between Great-Britain and Thomas 
America, and the uniform conduct of 
feveral jperfons who belong to the fb- 
ciet^ of people called Quakers, ren- 
der it certain that thofe perfons are 
with much rancour and bitternefs dif* 
affe&ed to the American cauie* 

Refolved, That it be recommended 
to the Supreme Executive Council 
of Pennfylvania, forthwith to appre- 
hend and fecure the perfons of Jofhua 
Fifher, Abel James, James Pember* 
ton, Henry Drinker, Ifrael Pember- 
too, John Pemberton* John James* 
Samuel Pleafants, Thomas Wharton, 
fen* Thomas Fifher, and Samuel 
Fifher, fons of Jofhua. 

Sept. 3. A letter from G. Bryam, 
Efq. Vice-prefident of the Executive 
Council was read, fetting forth that 
the above-named Perfons were appre* 
hended, and defiring the advice of 
Congrefs, whether A ugufta and Win- 
chefter, in Virginia, would not be 
fuitable places to fecure them 



Wharton, fen; Thomal 
Fifher, fon of Jofhua, Samuel Fifher, 
fpn of Jofhua, Myers Fiihttv Elijah 
Brown, John Hunt, Phineas Bond; 
fiev. Thomas Coombe, Charles Jer- 
vis, William' Drewet Smith, Charles 
Eddy, Thomas Pike, Owen Jones; 
jun. Edward Penington, William 
Smithj Thomas Gilpin, and Thomas 
Affleck, apprehended by Council as 
perfons who have uniformly manifeft- 
ed, by their general conduct and con- 
vocation, a difpofition highly inimi-' 
cal to the caufe of America, and now 
imprifbned in the Free Mafons Lodge 
in this city, they refufing to confine 
themfelves to their feveral dwellings, 
and thereby making the reftraint of 
their perfons in another manner ne-- 
denary, and having refufed to promife 
to refrain from correfponding with 
the enemy, and alfo declined giving 
any afTurance of allegiance, to this 
State, as of right they ought, do 
thereby renounce all the privileges of 



Refolved, That in the opinion of citizenfhip; and that it appears they 
Congrefs, Stanton, in the county of confider themfelves as fubje&s of the 



Augufta, is the moft proper place in 
the State of Virginia, for their refi- 
dence and fecurity. 

The remonftrance from twenty-one 
Quakers, at prefent confined in the 
Mafon's Lodge, was read. 

The remonftrance of Ifrael Pern- 
berton, &c. was read. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

Refolved, That it be recommended 
to the Executive Council, to hear 
what the remonflrants can allcdge 
againft the charges of correfponding 
with the enemy, and to remove the 



King 6f Great*Biitain, the enemy of 
this and the other United States of 
America ; and that they ought to be 
proceeded with accordingly. 

Refolved, That perfons of like 
character, and in emergencies equal 
to the prefent, when the enemy is at 
our doors, have, in the other States, 
been arretted and fecured upon fufpi- 
cions arifing from their general beha- 
viour and refufal to acknowledge 
their allegiance to the States of which 
they were proper fubje&s ; and that 
fuch proceedings may be abundantly 



fufpicions of their being difafletted to ' juftified by the conduct of the freeft 



the United States, and to aft therein 
as they fhall judge moft conducive to 
the public fafety. 

Extract from the Journals. 
Wm. Ch, Houston, Dep. Sec. 
In Council, Philadelphia, Sept. 9, 

*777* 
Refolved, That James Pemberton, 
Henry Drinker, Ifrael Pemberton, 
John Pemberton, Samuel Pleafants, 



nations, and the authority of the 
moft judicious civilians, therefore 

Refolved, That the perfons whofe 
names are mentioned above, be, 
without farther delay, removed to 
Staunton in Virginia, there to be 
treated according to their characters, 
and nations, as far as may be con- 
fident with the fecuring of their per- 
fons. Alfo 

Refolved* 
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Hefolved, That William Imlay, 
tfaid to be a fubject of the ftate of 
<New- York, having behaved in like 
manner as the perfons above-men- 
tioned, and in particular declined to 
give affurance of allegiance to the 
ftate of .-New- York, be removed and 
iecured with the reft. 

Ordered, That Col. Nicola, the 
Town-major, fecure the prisoners 
above-named, now in the Mafons 
JLodge, and aflift in removing them 
put of the city. 

Extract from the Minutes, 

X. Matlack, Sec. 



■!p E N B R A L ORDERS. 

Wilmington, Sept* 5. 
.From every information of the ene- 
my's defign, and from their move- 
ments, it is manifeft that their aim 
is, if poffible, to poflefs themielves 
of Philadelphia. This is with them 
a capital object ; it is what they laft 
year ilrove to effect, but were hap- 
pily difappointed, Xhey made a fe- 
cond attempt at the opening of this 
campaign ; but after vail preparation 
and expence for that purpofe, they 
abandoned their defign, and totally 
.evacuated the Jerfeys. They are now 
making their laft effort. It feems 
fhey firfl; intended to come up the 
Delaware, but from the meafures 
-taken againit them in the river, judg- 
ed the enterprise that way too ha- 
zardous. At length they have landed 
on the eaftern fhore in Maryland, and 
advanced fon>e little way into tjje 
.country ; but the General thinks they 
will be again disappointed in their 
views, /hould they pu(h their defign 
againil Philadelphia on this route. 
Their All is af ftake. They will put 
the conteft on the event of a iingle 
battle; if they are overthrown, they 
are utterly undone — the war is at an 
,end. Now then is the time for our 
ftrenuous exertions ; one bold ftroke 
will free the land from rapine, de- 
vastation, and burnings, and female 
innocence from brutal lull and via- 



lencdL In every other quarter 'the 
American arms have been of late ra- 
pidly fuccefsful; great numbers of 
the enemy have fallen in battle, and 
ftill greater ^numbers have been taken 
prifoners. The militia to the north- 
ward have fought *vith a refolution 
that would have done honour to the 
oldeil foldiers ; they bravely fought 
and conquered, and glory attends 
them. Who can forbear to emulate 
their noble fpirits ? Who is there 
without ambition to fhare with them 
the applaufe of their countrymen, 
and of all pofterky, as the defenders 
of liberty, and prefervers of peace 
and happinefs to millions in the pre- 
fent and future generations? 

Two years we have maintained the 
war, and ftruggled with difficulties 
innumerable; but the profpeft hag 
/ince brightened, and our affairs put 
on a better face. Now h th£ time to 
reap the fruits of all our toils and 
dangers; if we behave like men, this 
third campaign will be our lalt. Ours is 
jthemain army; to us our countrymen 
look for protection ; the eyes of all 
America and Europe are turned upon 
us, as on thofe by whom the event of 
the war is to be determined ; and 
the General affures his countrymen 
and fellow-fcldiers, that he believes 
the critical,, the important time is at 
hand, which demands their moil fpi- 
rited exertions in the field* 

Here glory waits to crown the 
Jbrave.— Peace, freedom, and happi- 
nefs, will be the rewards of victory. 
Animated by motives like thefe, fol- 
diers fighting in the caufo of inno- 
cence, humanity, and juftice, will 
never give way;, but with undaunted 
refolution prels on to conqueft. And 
this the General aflures himfelf is 
the part the American forces, now in 
arms, will aft ; and thus acting, he 
will enfure them fuccefsu 

Williamfiurgy Au%. 22* Upon no- 
tice of the Britifh fleet being within 
our Capes, the Council met at the 
Capitol, and orders wereiflued to the 
K k k county 
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county Lieutenant*, to march their 
feveral corps of militia to Williamf- 
fcurg, York, PorO&nouth, &c. to de- 
ceive the enemy wherever they mould 
make a defcent. All the militia 
inarched inftantly with a chearfulnefs 
and alacrity not to be equalled, TJie 
Suflex militia, though they received 
their orders on Saturday, encamped 
on Sunday evening On the banks of 

James River, above forty niiles from 
ome. Thomas Nelfon, jun. Efq. 
Brigadier-general, was appointed 
Commander in Chief. 
ExtraQ of a letter fr^m Chefier-town, 
dated Augufi 30. 
. «* The enemy have robbed our 
people of about one hundred negroes. 
Our people were told they might have 
what they wanted; and no violence 
fhonld' be committed : when they ap- 
plied for their negroes, a "day was 
formally appointed for a reftoratfcri; 
and when the day came, the^were 
told they mould be paid* when the 
army returned. • •■ 

•** Ohrrtflware* are crowded with 
dead bodies* &o&*T&eh andhorfes." 
< >mimdelphia> Sept. 6. As Mr. W. 
Huglfes* an old gentleman, of Chef- 
tcr caunty* was going a few days ago, 
into Newcaftle county, to fee what 
was become of his daughter, he Was 
met by fix Heffians, who took his 
horfe from hini, ftripped him, and 
then w?th the moft cruel barbarity, 
becaufe he complained of his ufage, 
they fcourged the old gentleman in 
fuch a manner as would mock huma- 
nity. This account is. from a [lady 
who faw his back at the hofpitable 
houfe, to which, with difficulty, he 
made iUft to crawl. - » * 

Ordered by the fubicriber command- 
ing in- Philadelphia, Sept*. 23, 'I777, 
. > That every decked veffel in the 
river Delaware between Market- 
ftreet Wharf . and Burlington, be 
next fldoi taken up to Burlington, 
and put under the care of the naval 
officer there. > All fuch as are below 



Market-ftrett Wharf and Fort Wxf- 
flin, to be taken down the rivef,' af d 
put under the care of the nayal officer 
commanding there.** All fuch vef- 
fels, &c. as do not obferve thefe* or- 
ders, will be burned by boats and 
guards* fen t for that purpofe. Every 
jjoat,' batteau, &c, ^between Fort 
Mifflin and Burlindfon,- mull be im- 
mediatelymovejl jh£a Timber-creek, 
Anncocus, or fcurlington-creeks; AH 
merchandize ah<f proyififchs brought 
into this city. fince the 19th inftant; 
mutt* be immediately removed, and 
none broughtin, but what is imme* 
diately neceflary for the ufe of the in- 
habitants. All others to be removed; 
if time will permit, or deftroyed; 
Theexpenceof removing to be charg- 
ed to the owners. : ' * " ' * ' 
' Lewis Nicola, Col. of Invalids. 



By Philip Schuyler, Efq. 
Major-general' in the army of the 
' ' United States of America, and 
Commander in Chief oP the Nor- 
thern department. ■ 
To the inhabitants of Caftleton, of 
f Hubberton, Rutland, Tinmouth* 
Powlet, Wells, Granville, with 
the neighbouring diftritts ; alfo 
the diftnfls bordering on White- 
Creek, Cambderi, Cambridge, 
&c. &c. Sec."' "-• ? * ■->■■, j 
Whereas Lieutenant-general John 
JJurgoyne, commanding an army of 
the Britifh troops, did, by a written 
paper, by him fubferibed, bearing 
date at Skeenfborough Houfe, on the 
10th day of July inftant, require you 
to Tend from your feveral townfhips, 
deputations confifting of ten perfons 
or more from each townfhip, to meet 
Col. SkeensatCaftle-town, onWed- 
nefday, July- 15th, at ten in the 
morning, for fundry purpofes in faid 
paper mentioned, and that you were 
not to fail in paying obedience there- 
to, underlain of military execution. 
Whatever, my countrymen, may be 
the oftenfible reafons for fuch meet- 
ing, it is evident the enemy mean to 
.■.-.--' prevail 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 443 ) 



< Jsrevail on you, by threats and pro- 
mifes, to forfake the caufe of your 
injured country ; to affift them in 
forcing flavery on the United States 

, of America, $nd under the fpecious 
pretext of affording , you protection, 
to bring on you that m;fery, which,' 

- their promifes of protection drew on 
fuck of the deluded inhabitants of 
New-Jerfcy, who were weak errough to 
confide in themj; but who foon expe- 
rienced their fallacy, by being treat- 
ed indifcriminajely with thofe vir- 
tuous citizens who came forth in the 
defence of their country, with the 
moft wanton barbarity, and fuch as 
iitherto hath not even difgraced bar- 
barians. ; , They cruelly butchered,' 
without diftiriiliori to" age or fex ; ra- 
yifhed children from ten -to women of 
eighty years of age;— they burnt, 
pillaged and destroyed whatever. came 
into their power ; nor did thofe, edi- 
fices dedicated to die worfhip of Al- 
mighty God efcape their facfefigious* 
fury. Such were the deeds ; fuch 
they were inconteflibly proved to be/ 
which have marked the, Bruiih arms 
jvith the moft Indelible ftams.' But 
they having, by the blcfiing of Di- 
vine Providence on our arms, be£n 
obliged totally to abandon that ftate ; 
they left thofe who were weak or 
wicked enough to take protection un- 
der them to bemoan their credulity, 
and to caft themfelves on the mercy 
of their injured countrymen. Such 
w t ill be your fate, if you lend a will- 
ing ear to their prbmifcs, which I 
trufl:, none of you will do.. But left 
any of you mould fo far forget the 
^uty you owe to 'your country, as to 
join with, or in any manner of way 
affift, or give comfort to, Or hold ccr- 
refpondence with, or take protection 
ftom the enemy-;— Be it known to 
each and every of you, the inhabi- 
tants of faid townfhips, or'any other 
the inhabitants of the United States, 
that you will be confidered and dealt 
with as traitors to faid States, and 
that the laws thereof will be put in 



execution agalflft every* ptrffa £o'o{-> 
fending, with the jrtmoft* rigour. 
And I do hereby ftridtly enjoin an4 
command all officers, civil and mili- 
tary, to apprehend all fuch offenders. 
And I do further ftrj£Uy enjoin and 
command fuch of the militia of faid 
townfhips as have not yet marched, 
to do fo without delay, p. join the 
army under my, command, or fome 
detachment thereof. < 

Given under my .hand at HeacJ- 
Quarters; Fort Edward, July 13th, 

Philip Schuyler* 
"By the General's command, 

f|£ 4 NRX Jfc LIVINGSTON, A. D. C. 

, Headquarters , Jug. 2£, c 1 777. 

> 3ir > V. <■:?' . ,.■ 

. A meflenger is- juft arrived with 
the iriclojfed lettefs from General Ar- 
nold and Colonel Ganfeyoort ;\ I am 
happy in communicating them to 
your Excellency. . Great honour is 
due to CoL GanfevoorV tieut. GoL 
Willett, and the offices and fofdiers 
of the garrifon under their command ; 
I cannot too warmly recommend them 
to Congrefs. The gallant' defence of 
Fort Stanwlx mtfft convince all the 
Weftern nations' of Indians of the fu- 
periority of the Americans arms. 

I am, 1 Sir, 
Your moft obedient humble fervanr, 
Horatio Gates. 
His Excellent John Hancock, Efg. 
Prejtdent if Congre/s, _ 
■ *»> *" 

Head-Barter t 9 Aug: it ± *777\ 
Sir, , -...'* 

In the packet I have the honour to 
tranfmif to your Excellency a copy 
of a letter I received laft night from 
Major-general Arnold. The defeat 
and difgrace with which the enemy 
have been obliged to retreat from 
Fort Schuyler, added to the compleat 
and brilliant victory gained by Ge- 
neral Stark and Colonel Warner, at 
Bennington, gives the brighteft luftre 
to the American arms, and covers 
the enemies of the .United States with 
Kkk-2 infamy 
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l'nfamy and mame. The horrid mur- 
ders and fcal pings, paid for and en- 
couraged by Lieutenant-general Bur- 
goyne, previous to his defeat at Ben- 
nington, will for ever (lain the honour 
of the Britifti arms. In one houfe, 
the parents, with fix children, were 
moft cruelly butchered ; and this po- 
lite macaroni paid ten dollars for each 
of their fcalps. Heayen has, I hope, 
hi ftore fome punrifhment for fuch 
unhear<f-of crimes. I am, Sir, 
Your moll obedient humble fervant, 
Horatio Gates. 
The Hon. John Hancock, Efq. 

Fort Schuyler, Aug. 22. 
Dear Sir, 

This morning at eleven o'clock, I 
began a heavy cannonade upon our 
enemies works, which was imme- 
diately returned fcy a number of fhells 
and* canrton* About three o'clock 
feveral deferters came in, who in- 
formed me that General St. Leger, 
with his army, was retreating with 
the utmoft precipitation ; foon after 
which I fent out a party of about fixty 
men, to enter their camps, who foon 
returned, and confirmed the above 
account. About feven o'clock this 
evening. Hanjort Schuyler arrived 
here, and informed me that General 
Arnold, with 2000 men, were on 
their march for this poft ; in confe- 
rence of which I fend you this in - 
formation. L am, dear Sir, 
Your's, &c. 
Peter Gansevoort, Col. 
To the Hon* Gen. Arnold, or Of. 
, fie er commanding the army on their 

march to Fort Schuyler. 

"Mohawk Ri<ver f ten miles ahc*ve Fort 
&a?4n, Auguft 1%, Jive o'dock> P. M. 



Daton, Augufi t^,fii 
Dear General, 



I^wrote you, the 21ft inflant, from 
Gennan-iats, that from the belt in- 
telligence I could procure 1 of the ene- 
my's ftrcngth, it was much fuperior 
to ours ; at the fame time I inclofed 
yon a copy of the wfoiutionj of a. 



Council of War, and requeued your 
tOjfend me a reinforcement of one 
thoufand light'troops. As the enemy 
had made their approaches within two 
hundred yards oP the fort,. I was de- 
termined, at all events, to hazard a 
battle, rather than fuffer the garrifon 
to fall a facrifice. This morning I 
marched from German-flats for this 
place. The exceffive bad roads, and 
the neceflary precautions in marching 
through a thick wood, retarded us (o 
much, that we have but this moment 
reached this place, where I have met 
an exprefs with the inclofed letter 
from Colonel Ganfevoort, acquaint- 
ing me* that the enemy had yeiterday 
retired from Fort^chuyler with great 
precipitation. I am at a lofs to judge 
of their real intentions, whether they 
have returned home, or retired wirh« 
*a view of engaging us on the road ; 
I am inclined to the former, from the 
account of their deferters, and from 
their leaving their tents and confider- 
able baggage, which our people fe- 
cured. 

• I mall immediately detach about 
nine hundred men, and make a forced- 
march to the fort, in hopes of coming 
up with the rear, and fecuring theic 
cannon and heavy baggage. 

I am, dear General, 

Your affectionate obedient humble 

fcrvant, 

B. Arnold*. 
Hon, Major-general Gates. 

Fort Schuyler, Aug. 24, 1777, tzn 
o'clock at night. 
Dear General, 
I wrote you yefterday, that the 
enemy had retreated from this place. 
At five o'clock in the evening, by 
a forced march: e£ twenty-two miles, 
through a thick wood, I reached this 
place, in expectation o£harraffing the. 
enemy intheir retreat ; Col; Ganfe- 
voort had anticipated my defign, by 
fending out a fmall party,- who 
brought in four royals, and a con- 
iiderable quantity of baggage, with* a 

number 
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number of prifoners and deferters. 
The 1 enemy went off with the greateft 
precipitation , leaving their tents 
ftanding, their proviuons, ammuni- 
tion, &c. &c. which have fallen into 
our hands. I am, dear General, 
Your affectionate, 

B. Arnold. 
Hon. Meyer-general G at es. 

Publilhcd by order of Congref*,. 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 

Kitigftotty September 8. On Friday 
laft came to town from Fort Schuyler, 
Col. Peter Ganfevoort, who lately fo 
gallantly defended and drove the 
enemy from that fortrefs. From ac- 
counts brought by him we have col- 
lected the following further particu- 
lars relating to that important affair, 
viz. 

Towards the clofe of the engage- 
ment, on the 6th of Auguft, between 
about three or four hundred of the 
militia of Tryon county, under Gen* 
Harkemer, and about twelve hun- 
dred of the enemy, they, it feems, 
were ordered back to the fort, in 
confequence of the fally made or in- 
tended to be made, under Lieut. Col. 
Willet. This occafioned thejr fudden 
retreat, leaving our people in pof- 
feflionofthe ground, and providen- 
tially faved them from being cut off. 
Among the prifoners they took of our 
people, were Col, Bellinger and Ma- 
jor Frey, two gentlemen who always 
liad afted as hearty friends to Ame- 
rica. On the 8th came to the fort, 
with a flag, Col. Butler, Capt. Gil- 
bert Tice, of John's-town, and a 
Doctor. They brought from Gen. 
St. Leger, a Proclamation or Mani- 
.reflo figned by him, but otherwife in 
tVit fame words fes Gen. Burgoyne's; 
alfo a letter from the two prifoners, 
which they were doubtlefs compelled 
to fign, and a verbal meiTage to Col. 
Ganievoort from St. Leger, giving a 
pompous account of his forces and 
ability to take the fort. But that, 
to prevent the effufion of blood, 
through humanity aod tendernefs ro 



the befieged, he had deferred his at^ 
tack upon the fort till he had pre- 
vioufly difpofed the Indians to for- 
bear all manner of violence or injury 
to the prifoners : that he had fuc- 
ceeded in his defign with the Indians, 
and could now afl'ure Col. Ganfevoort y 
and all the people under his com- 
mand, that not the Ieafl injury mould 
be offered them, ptovided they im- 
mediately delivered up the fort, wtth. 
all its contents— And this he required 
and earnertly intreated Col. Ganfe- 
voort to do, for that if he did not,, 
the Indians were determined to deftroy 
all the men, women, and children, 
on the Mohawk River, and as fooa 
as they got into the fort, to kill every 
man belonging to it, which Gen. St* 
Leger would be unable to prevent.— 
That it was vain for Col. Ganfevoorr 
to expert to defend the fort, for that 
the reinforcements coming to him 
were defeated and cut off'— That Al- 
bany being in pofleffion of the King's 
forces, it included the conqueft. of the 
Mohawk River, and therefore that air 
attempt to defend the fort would oc- 
cafion the Certain dcftru&ion cf all 
the people in it, as well as many 
others. To the fame purpofe was 
the letter fubferibed by Gol. Bellin- 
ger and Major Frey. 

Col. Ganfevoort refufing to make 
any anfwer, or to lhlen to thefe or 
any propofaJs unlefs made in writing* 
the next day, Auguft 9, Gen. St^ 
Leger fent to the fort another flag, 
with the following tetter, viz. 
Camp before Fort-Stan-ivrx, Axgujl 9, 

»777- 

Sir, 
Agreeable to your wimes, I have' 
the honour to give you on paper, the 
meiTage of yefterday, though I cannot 
conceive, explicit and humane as it 
was, how it could admit of more than 
one conflruttion. After the defeat 
of the reinforcement, and 5 tHe fate of 
all your principal leaders, on which, . 
naturally, you built your hopes ; and 
having the ftrongeft reafon from ver- 

baL 
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fcal intelligence, and the matter con- 
tained in the letters that fell into my 
lands, and Rowing thoroughly the 
iituation of General Burgoyne's army, 
to be confident that you are without 
refoiuce-^-in my fears and tendemefs 
for your perfonal fafety, from the 
lands of Indians, enraged for the 
lofs of fome of their principal and 
moll favourite leaders — I called to 
council, the chiefs of all the nations, 
and after having ufed every method 
that humanity could fuggeft, to foft- 
cri their minds, and lead them pati- 
ently to bear their own lofTes, by re- 
letting on the irretrievable misfortune 
of their enemies ; I, at laft, laboured 
the point my humanity wifhed forj 
which the chiefs aflured me of, the 
next morning, after a confutation 
with each nation, that evening, at 
their fire places — Their anfwer in its 
fullefl extern, jthey infilled mould be 
carried by Colonel Butler, which he 
Las given you in the moft categori- 
cal mariner; you are well acquainted 
that Indians never fendmeflages with- 
out accompanying them with menaces 
on non-compliance, that a civilized 
enemy would never think of doing: 
you may refl aflured therefore, that 
no infult was meant to be offered to 
your fituation, by the King's fervahts, 
jn the meflage they peremptorily 
demanded to be carried by Colonel 
Butler. 

I am now to repeat what has been 
told you by my AdjutanNgeneral. 
** That provided you will deliver 
up your garrifon, with every thing as 
it ilooi, at the moment the firft mcfT- 
age was font, your people ihal! be 
treated with every attention that a 
liumane and generous enemy can 
give." 

I have the honour to be, 
, Sir, Your moft obedient, 
humble fervant, 
Bahry St. Leger. 

T^rlg. Gen. of his Majefty's forces; 

P. S. I expect an immediate an- 
fwer, as the Indians are extremely im- 



patient ; and if this- propofal is r** 
jetted, I am afraid it will be attended 
with very fatal confequences, not only 
to you and your garrifon, but the 
whole country down the Mohawk 
River-^fuch confquences as will be 
very repugnant to my fentiments of 
humanity,' but after this, entirely out 
of my power to prevent. - 

Barry .St.Lecer,. 
Colonel G A N s E vcfo R t„ commanding 
Fort Stdriwtx. . 

To this letter Col. Ganfevoort re- 
turned a written anfwer, in fubftance' 
as follows, viz. That being by the 
United States of America entrufted 
with the charge of fae garrifon,' he 
was determined to defend it to the 
'laft extremity, againft all enemies 
whatfoever, without any concern for 
the confequences of doing his duty. 

On the receipt of this anfwer, the 
enemy renewed their firing at the 
fort; with cannon, bombs arid fmajl 
arms; which continued, arid was re- 
turned from the fort (with fome in- 
terval days of ceflation on both fides) 
till the 2zd of Augufl, during which 
time the enemy had gradually made 
their approach to within one hundred 
and fifty paces of the fort, but were 
fo much annoyed by our mufquetry, 
that they came no nearer. A few of 
our people were killed and a few 
more wounded, fix deferted to the* 
enemy, and a few from them to the 
fort. On the 2 2d a deferter, from 
the enemy informed Col. Granfe- 
voort, that General St. Leger had 
been' informed that Gen. Bnrgoyne's 
army had been entirely defeated, and 
that Gen. Arnold was near at hand 
with a re-inforcement for the garri- 
fon, of three thoufand men With ten 
pieces of cannon— and that on this 
intelligence St. Leger, with all his 
troops, had precipitatly retreated,' 
leaving their tents ffanding with con- 
fiderable baggage, &c. This account 
was foon after confirmed by fbi/r more* 
deferters. Col. Ganfevocf: then Tent 
out two waggons with fifty nien, who 

kililed 
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Jellied- two Indians, took four prifon- ditto; 34 pair breeches ; 2 
and loaded the 



white duto ; 20 white, and 49 fpeefc- 
led fhirts; C4 pair ftockings; zo 
handkerchiefs ; and abundance of 
fmaller articles; alfo a number of 
milch cows and horfes, and 30 or 
40 cafks of ftoar, which had beea 
Jtaved, but not fpoiled. 

On the 24th, feveral fronts re- 
turned, with a German prifomer, 
who reported, that the enemy In- 
dians, -ten miles from the fort, fell 
upon the fcattered regulars and To- 
ries, cook, their arms, and ftabbel 
them with ^heirown bayonets. That 
for fear or* them, he and nine more 
Germans, had fled to the woods, 
whence none but he had got in, not 
knowing what had become of the reft. 

This afternoon arrived at the fort 
the Honourable Major-general Ar- 
nold, with 1000 men, who were fa- 
luted by a difcharge of the cannon 
and mortars of thegarrifon, and with 
three cheers from the troops on the 
baitions. 

The names of the deferters and 
prifoners then in the fort, were as 
follow, viz: 

Edward Taylor of the 8th regi- 
ment. 

Thomas Cook, Frederick Barkoff, 
William M'Intofh, Henry Innis, Pa- 
trick Karney, 34th regiment. 

Charles Gray, 48th. 

David Douglafs, Ben*. Karvey, 
artillery. 

Jofeph Caffier, German hunter. 

David Sanguine, Ind.batteau maiv 

Doneld Grant, Henry Whitmore, 
John Maddock, John Freeland, John 
Joft Cuyler # , John Lawrence, -_ 
Johnfton. 

AL- 

* This Cuyler vii one of Butler's Tories, fent out with a flag, to terrify and feduce the 
inhabitants on the Mohawk rivr 5 but being with bis party, taken by our people, (a* nvn. 
timed in the papers) and expecting to be puniftied with death, he was released on his pa- 
role, to be pardoned on condition of bringing good intelligence from the enemy, and his b-other 
to be detained at a hoftage for his return. On hit paiTage from Gen. Arnold's camp to the 
fprt, he fell in whh a fcout of the enemy, and pretended to have made hta efca^e from r>ur 
army, went with the fcout to Genera! St. Leger, to whom he (elated, that havin/ been for 
fome days a prifoner in our army, under General Arnold, and condemned to fuffer death he 
was goiog to execution, when findirg bioifelf uot very clofcJjr guarded, he took an opportunity 



«rs, and loaded the waggons. At 
night two more deferters came in, 
pne of whom was called John Joit 
"Cuyler, who was the perfon that gave 
X5en. St. Leger the intelligence that 
frightened him away. * — 
■ On the 23d, parties were fent out, 
who brought in three prifoners, 4 
Tour and Wo fifths inch royals, a 
three pound field-piece carriage, with 
nil its apparatus, a quantity of bag- 

4 gage, ammunition, camp equipage, 
&c. the principal articles of which, 
and a great number of other articles 
Jeft by the enemy, which fell into 
Wr hands; were as fojlaw, viz'. * 
: Twenty-three batteaus; 19 wag- 
gons, the wheels cut ; 2 travelling 
and lumber carriages ; 155 three arid 
fix pound round mot ; 87 ditto, fixed 
with flannel cartridges; 27 oil, and 
2 haircloths ; 1 coll and 300 fathoms 
rope; 123 four and 2 * fifths inch 
{hells; 27 boxes cartridges, damaged; 
30 copper hoops; 11 fetsmenshar- 
nefs ; one ditto, horfe harnefs ; 8 
boxes mufquet balls; 2166 mufquet 
cartridges; 2 tanned hides; 5 deer- 
ffuns ; 5 camp ffcools; 6 matrofles ; 
1 pair curtains; 6* pair fhfeets ; 18 
bed cafes; 10 knap- fades ; 1 cafe 
foap ; 4 yards ftroud ; 4 brafs cartdle- 

- flicks ; 1 2 pewter plates ; 250 weight 
iron ; 128 weight ileal ; 106 fpades ; 
160 picks; 80 falling axes; 1 let 
" "blackfmith's tools ; z cafks of nails ; 
Z whip faws; 3 crofs cut ditto; 2 
hand ditto ; 2 barrels tar ; 1 ditto 
pitch; 100 tent poles; 54 tents; 
5 bell ditto, 1 brafs, 24 camp kettles; 
40 canteens; 4 frying pans; 56 
blankets ; 40 coats ; 36 blanket 
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ALBANY, \$tb Juguft, 1777.- 

•o I Rj 

Inclofed I fend you Lieut. Col. 
Marinus Willqtt's narration of occur- 
rences at Fort Stanwix, fince the ap- 
proach of the enemy to invert that 
fortrcfs. The narration muft afford 
much pleafure to the public— at the 
&mc time, that it reflects great ho - 
nour upon the gallant defenders of 
that important port. 

lam, Sir, 
Your humble fervant. 

'Jonathan Trumbull, jun. 
Mr. John Holt. 

On Saturday evening, Auguft zd, 
live batteaus arrived with ftores for the 
garrifon, about the fame time we dis- 
covered a number of fires a little better 
than a mile from the N. Weft corner 
of the Fort. The ilores were all got 
fafe in, and the troops which were a 
^uard to the batteaus, marched up. 
The Captain of the batteaux, and a 
few of has men, delaying their time 
about the boats, were fired on by 
a party of Indians, which killed one 
jnan and wounded two ; the Captain 
lumfelf was taken prifoner. 

Next morning the enemy appeared 
in the edge of the woods, about a mile 
below the fort, where they took poft, 
in order to inveft it, on that quarter, 
and to cut oft* the communication with 
the country ; from whence they fent 
In* flag, who told us of their great 
power, itrength, and determination, 
in fuch a manner as gave us reafon to 
iuppofe they were not pofteiTed of 
flrength fufficient to take tke fort. 
Our anfwer was, a determination to 
fupport it. All day on Monday we 
were much annoyed by a fharp fire of 
mulketry from the Indians and Ger- 
man rifle-men, which, as our men 
were obliged to be expofed on the 
works, killed one and wounded feven. 
The day after, the firing was not & 



heavy, and our men undej better 
cover ; all the damage was, one man 
killed by a rifle-ball. 

This evening indicated fomething 
in contemplation by the enemy, the 
Indians were uncommonly noify 
they made moll horrid yelling great 
part hf the evening in the , woods, 
hardly a mile from the fort. A few 
cannon were fired among them. 

Wednefday morning there was an 
pnufual frlence; we bUfcovered fome. 
of the enemy marching along the edge 
of the woods downwards. About 
eleven o'clock, thtee men got into the 
fort, who brought a letter from Gen. 
Harkeman, oftheTryon county mi- 
litia, advifing us that he was at Erifka 
(eight miles from that fort) with 
part of his militia, and propofed 
to force his way to the fort, for our 
relief.— In order to render him what 
fervice we could in his march, it was 
agreed that I mould make a fally from 
the fort with two hundred and fifty 
men, confifling one half of Qanfe- 
voort's, and one half of MafTachufetts 
men, and one field piece, (an iron 
three pounder.) The men were in- 
ftantly paraded, and I ordered the fok 
lowing difpofitions to be made: Thir- 
ty men for the advanced guard to be 
commanded by Capt. Van Benfcoten 
and Lieut. Stockwell ; thirty for the 
rear guard Jinder the command of 
Capt. Allen of the MalTachufetts 
troops, and Lieut. Deuflendreff; thir- 
ty fox flank guards, to be command- 
ed by Capt. , from MafTachu- 
fetts, and Enflgn Chafe. The main 
body formed into eight fubdivifions, 
commanded by Capt. Bleeker, Lieu- 
tenants Conine, Bogardus, M'Clen- 
ner, and OftraUnder, Enfigns Bayley, 
Lewis, and Dennifon, Lieut. Ball, the 
only fupernumerary officer, to march 
with me, Capt johnfon to bring up 
the rear of the main body — — Capt. 

Swart- 

to run o.T. th;r.li:ng, at worft, he mijjht *s well be ffiot at hanged---That thongh fever*! 
l?iot v.c c fitfd atbimi he g; t off quite unhur. Being afltcd the force of Gencnl Arnold, 
be taid his jrmy confined of 3000 with ten field piece*, that he was on his march and muft 
fre very near ar hand. O 1 this ir.teMigence, St. Legcr decjmpcd precipttaujy— .In the retKtt 
Cujkr icund means t-j cancel himfelf, and when the reft were gone, cimc 1 ^to the tort. 
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Swartwourclt, with Enflgns Magee 
and Ament, and fifty men to guard 
the field piece, which was under the 
direction of Major Badlam. Nothing 
could be more fortunate than this en- 
ter prize. We totally routed two of 
the enemy's encampments, deftroyed 
all their provision that was in them, 
brought off upwards of fifty btrafs 
kettles, and more than a hundred 
blankets, (two articles which were 
much needed by us) with a number 
of mufkets, tomahawks, fpears, am- 
munition, cloathing* deer fkins, a 
variety of Indian affairs, and Rvc 
colours, which on our return to the 
fort, were difplayed on our^flag ftaff, 
under the Continental flag. The 
Indians took chiefly to the woods, the 
jeft of their troops to the river. The 
number of men loft by the enemy is 
uncertain, fix lay dead in their en- 
campment, two of which were Indians, 
feveral fcattered about in the woods, 
"but their greateft: lofs appeared to be 
Jn crofling the river, and no incon£de- 
rable number on the oppofite more. 
I was happy in preventing the men 
from fcalpingeven the Indians, being 
defirous, ifpqffible, of teaching even 
the Savages humanity. But the men 
were rnuch better employed, and 
kept in excellent order. We were 
out fo long, that a number of Britifh 
regulars, accompanied by what In- 
dians, &c. could be rallied, had 
marched down to a thicket on the 
other fide of the river, about fifty 
yards from the road we were to pais 
pn our return ; near this place I nad 
ordered the field piece. Th e ambufli 
was not quite forme4 when we d^*- 
covered them, and gave them a well 
directed fire. — Here efpecially, Major 
Badlam, with his field piece, did con- 
jiderable execution— here, allp, the 
enemy were annoyed by the fire of 
feveral cannon from the fort, as they 
marched round to form the ambui- 
cade. The enemy's fire was very 
wild, and though we were very much 
expofed, did no execution at all. 

LI J 



We brought in four prifoners, thnee 
of which were wounded. One of the 
prifoners is Mr. George Singleton of 
Montreal ; he is Lieutenant in a com- 
pany of which Mr. Stephen Watts of 
New- York (brother-in law to Sir 
John Johnfon) was Captain, and who 
was himfelf killed in the battle with 
the militia, about two hours before. 
Mr. Singleton told me that Sir Jomv 
was with Jiim when we attacked their 
camp, and he thinks he ran to the 
river; itisfaid by fbraeof the Oneida 
Indians, that he is killed, which does 
not appear unlikely. 

From thefe prifoners, we received 
the firft accounts of Gen. Harkeman's 
militia being ambufhed on their march 
and of a fevere battle they had with 
them about two hours before, which 
gave us reafon to think they had, for 
the prefent, given up their defign of 
marching to the fort. 

I mould not do jjuftice to the officer* 
and foldiers who were with me on this 
enterprize, if I was not in the moll 
pofitive terms to afTure their country- 
men that they in general behaved with 
the greateft gallantry upon this oc- 
cafion; next to the very kind and 
fignal interposition of Divine Provi- 
dence, which was pow^rfulty mani- 
fefted in their faypnr, it was undoubt- 
edly owing to thatjioble intrepidity 
which (JifcQvered itfelf in this attack, 
and ftruck the enemy with fuch a 
panick as difenabled them ftom taking 
pains to djrett their fire, that we had 
not one man killed or wounded. The 
pfficers in general behaved fo well that 
it is hardly right to mention the 
names pf any particular one for their 
Angular valour; but fo remarkably 
intrepid was Capt.^Van B.enfcoten, 
and fo rapid was his attack, that jt 
demands from me this particular tefti- 
mony of his extraordinary fpirit. 

Among other things taken from 
the enemy, were feveral bundles of 
papers and a parcel of letters belong- 
ing to our garrifon, whjch they had 
taken from our militia, but not yet 
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opened. Here I found one letter for our affairs, endeavour to procure fiicji 



myfelf ; there were likewife papers 
belonging to Sir John Jojin'fon, arid 
feveral others of the enemy's officers, 
with letters to and from Gen. St, 
Leger, their Commander ; thefe pa- 
pers have been of fome fervice to us. 
On the evening of t}ie next day, the 
enemy fired a few cannon at us from 
high ground, about half a mile north 
of the fort, where they have erected 
a fmall battery. Next day, being 
Friday the 8 th, they threw a parcel 
of fhells from the fame battery, none 
of which did any execution. This 
evening they fent us a flag, with 
which came their Adjutant-general, 
Capt. Armftrohg, C6I. Butler, and 
a furgecrn, the furgeon to examine 
Singleton*s wounds; the principal 
bufinefs of the flag was' to acquaint 
us, that Gen. St.* Leger had, with 
much difficulty,- prevailed dn the In- 
dians to agree, that if the Command- 
ing Officer would deliver up the fort, 
thegarrifon fhould be fecured from 
any kind of harm, that not a hair of 
their heads fhould be touched ; but if 
not, the confequences to the gartifonj 
fhould it afterwards fell into their 
hands, mult be terrible ; that the 
Indians were very much enraged, on 
account of their having a great num- 
ber of thier Chiefs killed rn the late 
actions, and were determined, unlefs 
they got pofleflion of the fort, to go 
down the Mohawk River, and fall 
npon its inhabitants. Our anfwer 
was, that fhould this be the cafe, the 
blood of thefe inhabitants would be" 
upon the hands of Mr. Butler and his 
employers, not upon us, and that 
fucn proceedings would ever remain 
a ftigma upon the name of Britain ; 
but for our parts, we were deter- 
mined to defend the fort. 

That evening it was agreed by the 
Field Officers, that I fhould under- 
take, with Lieut. Stockwell, who is 
a good woods-man,- to endeavour to 
get down into the country, and by 
making a proper reprefentation of 



force as may : be fufficient, ^entirely 1 t6 
extirpate this mifcrearit band, s After; 
a moft fevere march, of about "fifty 
miles through 'the wifdernefs, wis 
have arrived it this place, and am in 
no doubt of beholding, in a few days; 
a few force' fufficient to accompli fti 
this important piece of bufinefs. . By- 
the beft accounts, the Iofs of the In<- 
dians; in both actions, is very con - 
fiderable-, and they are quite fick of 
the expedition. •' - . * 

'-'•■. * ' MaRINUS WlLLET, 

German-flats f Auguft w, 1777. "" " " 
A retutn vf ammunition and artillery 
1 * ftdres taken at the camp before Fort 
Schuyler , Auguft 21 ft : , 1 7 7 7 - ; -' 
4 Royals/ ±2 5 inches diameter, 
126 fhells for ditto, 3 travelling car- 
riages damaged, 2 damaged limbers 
for ditto* • 135 three-pound round 
fhot,'2d* fix-pound ditto, : 72 three- 
pound fhot flannel- cartridges,^ tin 
tube boxes, 60 tubes; 11 cannifters^ 
1 fet horfe-harnefs> 1 'fet of men's 
ditto, 4 fponges 1 , 3 ladles, 3 wad- 
hooks, 28 boxes "mu&et balls> % 
powder-horns, i lanthorns, 4. hand- 
fpikes,- ' 3 haverfacks, 1 drudging- 
box, 2 Iinftocks, 2 port-fires, 1 apron; 

1 pair of good limbers, 27 oil-cloths^ 

2 pair cloathes, 1 coil-rope, a large 
quantity of junk, a quantity of wool- 
len yarn, 1 7 three-pound boxes of 
cartridges damaged, 5 fix-pound 
ditto, 2 1 60 good mufquet cartridges^ 
a large number of ditto damaged, 30 
copper hoops. ■ • -• ■* 

Bofton, Sept, 20.- The 10th of Au- 
guft, Barry St. Leger, Efq. Com- 
mander of the^ forces which befieged 
Fort Schuyler, fent by a flag to the 
fort, a proclamation almoft verbatim 
with that of Burgoyne*s, which prov- 
ed a Himulus to that garrifon^s hold- 
ing out. 

The following is a copy of John 
Johnfon and Company's addrefs to 
the inhabitants of Tryon county, in 
order to difTuade them from taking 
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Up arms to relieve Fort Schuyler, 
while befieged. t 

Camp before Fort Stanwix, Aug,\^ 
To the Inhabitants ef c ttyon County* 
Notwithstanding the many and 
great .injuries, we have received in 
perfori and property at your hands, 
and being at the head of victorious 
troops, we nioft ardently wifhto have 
peace feftored to this once happy 
country ; to obtain which we are 
willing 4nd defirous, Upon a proper 
fubmiffiori on your parts, to bury in 
oblivion all that is paft; and ho^e 
that yoii are or will be convinced in 
the end,' that we were your friends 
and godd advifefs, , and not fuch 
wicked' defighirig men as thofe who 
Jed yoii into error, arid almoft total 
i-uin. You have, no doubt* great 
i;eafbn to dread the refentment of the 
Indians; on account of the lofs they 
fuflained in die late actiori, and the 
mulifh obllinacy of your troops in 
this garrifon, who have no refource 
t>ut in themfelves,. fbr which reaTon 
the Indians declare, that if they do 
not furrender the garrifon without 
further oppofitiori, they will put every 
foul to death, not only the garrifon, 
but the whole country, without ariy 
regard to age, fbf, or friends— for 
which reafon, it is become ydur iri- 
iiifpehfible duty, as you muft anfwer 
the confluences, to fend a deputa- 
tion of your principal people, to . 
oblige them immediately, to what in 
a very little time they muft be forced, 
the furrender of the garrifon— in 
which cafe we will engage on the faith 
of Chriftians to protect you from the 
violence of Indians. 

Surrounded as you are hy victo- 
rious armies, one half (if not the 
greater part) of the inhabitants friends 
to government, without any refource, 
furely you cannot hefitate a moment 
to accept the terms propofed to you, 
by friends and well-wifhers to the 
country. 

John Johnson,} 
D. W. Glaus, £ Superintendants* 
John Butler, } - 



In Congrefs, Sept. 6, 1777. 
The Committee on the Treafury 
having taken into confideration the 
letter from &en. Gates of the 28th 
of Auguft, refpecting cloathing for 
the army under his command., referred 
to them by Corigrefs, report, 

. That it appears from the Clothier- 
general's report, that he has ordered 
cohfiderable fupplies of cloathing to 
be forwarded to the army in the Nor- 
thern department from Bofton, and 
that hehas little doubt of being able 
to furnifh, in the courfe of the year, 
the fpecific articles of cloathing di- 
rected to be given as a bounty to - 
the troops ; arid as it will be equally 
difadvantageous to the foldiers, and 
to the fervice, ihould they receive 
money inftead of fuch cloathing, the 
Board difapprove of the ftoppages 
made by the Deputy Pay-mailer Ge- 
neral in the Northern department out 
of the pay of troops in that depart- 
ment on account of cloathing, and 
direct the money to be returned, ex- 
cept in cafes where a regiment mall 
have been furniftied with more 
cloathing than the bounty. 

That the greateft care ought to be 
taken to do julHce to the foldiers as 
well as the public in this efTential 
article. It is not fufficient, in the 
opinion of this Board, that the Clo- 
thier-general charges the regiment 
with the articles delivered, and takes 
the receipt of the Colonel or Com- 
manding Officer; and that the Co- 
lonel or Commanding Officer, on 
delivering the cloathing to the Cap- 
tain or Commanding Officer of each 
refpective company^ takes his re- 
ceipt ; every Commanding Officer 
of a company ought moreover flrictly 
-to be required to keep a cloathing 
account with his company, diftin- 
guifhing the feveral articles delivered 
to each non-commiffioned officer and 
private, and taking receipts for the 
fame 4s his vouchers ; and when each 
non-commiffioned officer and private 
refpectively mall have received his 
bounty of cloathing, the Command- 
L 1 1 2 ing 
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ing Officer of the company to which 
he belongs ihali deliver the account 
and receipts to the Commanding 
Officer of the regiment, to enable 
him to fettle the cloathing account 
with the Clothier-general, as well as 
to difcover whether eqnal juftice has 
been done to the company. 

That fuch troops as have not been 
fupplied with cloathing ought to be 
fnrnifhed their full bounty without 
delay, which the Board have earneftly 
recommended to the attention of the 
Clothier-general, arid he, on his part, 
lias engaged to exert every means in 
his power to accoraplifh. 
i That fuch of the troops as, at their 
Own- expence, mail have provided 
Aemfelves with any of the articles of 
cloathing allowed as a bounty, or 
mail not draw their cloathing in the 
eourfe of die year, fhall be entitled 
to receive the full value thereof at the 
average price which the cloathing of 
the army mall coft the public. 

And whereas, when the bounty of 
cloathing was provided by Congrefs, 
it was conceived that it might be 
impracticable to obtain a fufficient 
quantity of cloth for regimental coats 
tot the troops, and for that reafon 
two hunting fhirts were fubftituted ; 
but in the event, fo confiderable a 
fupply has been procured, that the 
Clothier-general has been enabled to 
furniih moft of the troops with regi- 
mental coats inftead of hunting fhirts ; 
and experience having fhewn, that a 
further alteration of the articles of 
cloathing, allowed as a bounty, may 
be made to the advantage of the fol- 
diers, and without lofs to the public, 
therefore it is the opinion of the Com- 
mittee that it be 

Refolved, That the Clothier-ge- 
neral be directed, as far as he mall 
have it in his power to furnifh all the 
non-commiffioned officers and privates 
in the fervice of the United States, 
who have not yet received their 
bounty of cloathing, at their election, 
either with the feveral articles allowed 



by Congrefs in the refolution of the 
8th of October, 1776, or in lieu 
thereof the following articles, viz. 
• One regimental coat, averaged at 
eight dollars and two thirds. 

One jacket without fleeves, two 
dollars and two thirds. 

One pair of buckflcin a*id two pair 
of linen or woollen breaches, eight 
dollars. i 

One hat or leather ca^>, two dol- 
lars and two thirds. 

Two fhirts, eight dollars. 

One hunting fhirt, four ditto. 

Two pair of overalls, fix ditto. 

Two pair of (lockings, four dittos 

Two pair of lhoes, fix ditto. 

One blanket, fix ditto. 

Fiift coft eftimated at fifty-fix dol- 
lars. 

But as the whole of the articles laft 
fpecified exceeds that of the cloathing; 
allowed as a bounty to the troops by- 
eight dollars and one third of a dol- 
lar, fo much lhall be flopped out of 
the pay of every non-commiffioned 
officer and private who fhall be fup- 
plied in the manner lafl directed, as 
will make the amount of cloathing, 
he fhall receive, equal to the value 
of the bounty of cloathing, which 
upon an average of the price of the 
feveral articles is eftimated at forty- 
feven dollars and two thirds of a 
dollar. 

The faid report being twice' read ; 
on the queftion put, 

Refolved, That Congrefs agree to> 
the foregoing report and refolves. 
By order of Congrefs, 
John Hancock, Prefidenu 

Extrafi of a letter from a gentleman 
at S>uebec, dated Sept. 7. 
" In my Iail, I informed yon of 
the fuccefs Gen. Burgoyne had met 
with by getting ppflefiioa of Ticon- 
deroga, &c. fince which time how- 
ever, he has received a check, by the> 
defeat of a foraging party of about 
600 whom he fent out to Bennington, 
diftant from Saratoga, where hifr main 
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body was, ,30 miles. They were 
met and attacked by between 3 and 
4000 of the rebels, and flood their 
ground for fome time, till finding 
themfelves furrounded and over- 
powered by numbers, they cut their 
way through them, and joined the 
main body. The lofs upon this oc- 
cafion is faid to be 300, fome fay 
500, killed, wounded and prifoners. 
Every attempt of this kind mifcarry- 
ing, is productive of worfe confe- 
quences to us than the lofs of the 
men ; it infpires them with courage. 
Our lafl accounts from Burgoyne's 
drmy fay, that he was to leave Sara- 
toga (where he has been for fome 
time, waiting for ftores coming up) 
the 4th infh and proceed to Albany ; 
fo that in a few days, we may expect 
to hear fomcthing very capital. CoL 
St. Leger, who has a feparate com- 
mand of about 1 000 Indians, 2^0 re- 
gulars, and as many of the faithful, 
went up by Niagara, and after clear- 
ing the country of the rebels, was to 
have gone down the Mohawk River 
and join Gen. Burgoyne at Albany. 
He was upon his way to attack Fort 
Stanwix, where the rebels had a gar- 
rifon, when information was brought 
him, that a number of the enemy was 
coming by another route to reinforce 
it, Jie directly fent off a party con- 
jiiHng. of Indians, and part of Sir 
John Johnfon's corps, under the com- 
mand of Sir John, to lie in ambuih 
for them ; they waited till the rebels 
came up, when they fired upon' 
them, and throwing away their rhuf- 
cjuets, they ran in ampng them with 
their tomahawks and bayonets, and 
fc made a molt dreadful flaughter, up- 
wards of 600 rebels were left dead en 
the fpot, and the few more that the 
party confifted of made their efcape ; 
our lofs was very trifling. CoL St. 
Leger after this opened a battery 
upon the fort, but for want of heavy 
artillery could make no impreflion 
upon it. The Indians finding this, 
grew impatient, and wanted the. Co- 



lonel to return, threatening to leave 
him there if he did not. He endea- 
voured to patify them, but all to no 
purpofe, and an account coming in 
foon after, that a large body of the 
rebels were at hand in order to attack 
them, they loft allpatience, and af- 
ter breaking up the officers trunks, 
and carrying off what they could lay 
their hands on, they run away ; upon 
which the Colonel thought it prudent 
to rttreat, which he did >to Ofwego, 
leaving behind him two field-pieces 
that he could not carry off. Thus 
has this plan mifcarried through the 
treachery of the Indians, who go to 
war only for the" fake of plunder, 
which if they do not get from the 
onemy, they take from their friends. 
This retreat of Col. St. Leger from 
Fort Stanwix:, has fo alarmed many 
in this place, that they fancy them- 
felves in greater danger than even in 
the winter of the fiege, and it has raif- 
ed the fpirits of a few Yankey rafcals 
here, who wifh for nothing better 
than a yifit from them. You know 
the gang of them, what pitiful mif- 
creants they are." 

Hartford, Augujt 21. The follow- 
ing are the particulars of the action 
between the militia, &c. and part of 
the Brkifh army, on the 16th inftant^ 
near Bennington. 

Saturday Aug. 16." Was a memo- 
rable day on account of a fignal vic- 
tory the militia, under the command 
of General Starke, obtained over a 
body of the King's troops, command- 
ed by Governor Skeene. It feemi 
that General Burgoyne had detached * 
this corps, confifting of about 1500 
men, chiefly Waldeckers and Brunf- 
wickers, intermixed with fome Britifti 
troops and Tories a motley com- 
pound, to penetrate, as far as Ben- 
nington, and farther if it fhould be 
found practicable, with a view to en- 
creafe the number of his friends, to* 
difperfe his protections in the country 
to procure provifions for his army, 

and 
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and to wrealc his wrath and vengeance 
ppon all thofe who had disregarded 
his calls of mercy. Governor Skeene 
had advantageoufly polled this corps 
within five miles of Bennington 
roeeting-houfe, where in different 
places they made breaft works for 
their own fecurity. This digreflion 
was of fuchill tendency, and favoured 
fo much of prefuraption, that Gen, 
Starke, who was at that time provi- 
dentially at Bennington, with his bri-* 
gade of militia fronvNew Hampihire 
Sate, determined to give them battle. 
CoL Simond's regiment of militia in 
Berks county was invited to his aflift- 
ance ; and a part of CoL Brown's 
arrived feafonably to attend on the 
action, and fome volunteers from dif- 
ferent towns, and CoL Warner with a 
part of his own regiment joined them 
the fame day. The General wifely 
laid his plan of operations, and Di- 
vine Providence blefling us with good 
weather, between three and four 
o'clock, P. M. he attacked them in 
front and flank in three or four dif- 
ferent places with irrefiftible impetu- 
ofity. The action was extremely hot 
for between one and two hours ; the 
flanking parties had carried their 
points with greater eafe, when die 
front prefled on to their breaft work 
with an ardour and patience beyond 
expectation. The blaze of the guns 
of the contending parties reached each 
other, the fire was fo extremely hot, 
and our men eafily furmounting their 
breaft Works, amidft peals of thunder 
and flafhes of lightning from their 
guns, without regarding the roar of 
their field pieces, that the enemy at 
once deferted their cover and ran ; 
and in about five minutes their whole 
camp was in the utmoft confufion and 
diibrder ; all their battalions were 
broken an J fled moil precipitately; 
at which inilanc our whole army preiT- 
ed after with redoubled ardour, pur- 
fued them a mile, made confiderable 
flaughter amougft them, and took 
many prifoners. ■ - One field piece had 
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already fallen into our hands: A( 
this time our men flopped to take 
breath, when the enemy being rein- 
forced, odr front fell back a few rods 
for coriveniency of ground, and being 
collected and directed by CoL' Rofle- 
lar, and reinforced by Major Stamen, 
renewed tiie fight with redoubled 
ardour, arid fell iri upon them with 
great impetuofny, put them to con- 
fuiion and flight, and purfued them 
about a mile, making many prifoners, 
z or 3 more brafs field pieces falling 
into our hands, and are fdppofed to 
be the whole they brought with them. 
At this time darknefs came upoji 
us, and prevented our fwallowing up 
the whole of this body. Tne enemy 
fled precipitately towards the North 
River. Governor Skeene in furprize 
and confternation, took horfe and fled. 
This action, which redounds fo much 
to the glory of the Great Lord of the 
Heavens and God of armies, affords 
the Americans a lading monument 
of Divine power and goodnefs; and a 
moft powerful argument of love, and 
trull in God. Our lofs is about 4c* 
or 50 killed, and more wounded. 
The enemy lofs is greater, and 
many more wounded. Their bag- 
gage fell into our hands. The 
number of prifoners taken; is about 
fix hundred. Two of their Co- 
lonels were amongft the prifoners, 
and mortally wounded. A number 
of inferior officers have alfo fallert 
into our hands, and in particular 
the General's Aid-de-Camp. A 
good number deferted and joiriad us. 
A large body of militia are now col- 
lecting to act in conjunction with the 
Northern army. General Starke will 
be endeared to as for ever* 



Bojton, Sept. 18. 
Head Quarters of the King's army 
upon Hudfons Rivtr, Auguji 30; 

1777- 
Sir, 
Major-general Reidefel hasrcquefl- 
ed me to tranfinit the inclofed to 

LieU- 
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JJeutenant-colonel Eaum, whom, the 
fortune of vvari put into the hands of 
your troops at Bennington. 
' Having never failed in my atten- 
ton towards prifoners, I cannot en- 
tertain a ' doubt of your taking this 
opportunity to (hew me a return of 
'civility ; and that you will permit 
the baggage and fcrvants of fuch 
officers, your prifoners, as defired, to 
J)afs to them unmolefted. 
< It is with great concern I find my- 
felf obliged to add to this application, 
3 complaint of the bad treatment the 
provincial foldiers in the King's far- 
vice received after the affair at Ben- 
iiingron. ' I have reports upon oath, 
that fome were refufed quarter after 
having afked" it. 1 am willing to 
believe this was againft the order and 
inclination of your officers ; but it is 
my part to require an explanation, 
&nd to' warn' 'you of the horrors of 
retaliation," if fuch a practice is not 
in the ftrongeft terms difcountenanced 
%n& reprehended. 1 "" * 

; Duty and principle, Sir, make me 
a public enemy to the Americans, 
ivmr have taken up arms ; but I feek 
to be 'a 5 generous one ; nor have I 
the ftiadow of refentment againft any 
individual, who does not' induce it 
by ads derogatory to thofe maxims, 
upon which all men of honour think 
ilike.' '''-■' 

- Terfuaded that a gentleman of the 
flation to which this letter is addrefled, 
will not he comprized in the excep- 
tion I have made. ■ - 
-■■ ' I am, perfonally, Sir, 

N - your moft humble fervant, 

J. B U R G O V N fi, 

i.ieut. General. 
Major Gen. Gates. 

Major-general Gates's anfwer. 
Head Quarters of the army of the 
' United States, Sep, 2, 1777. 
Sir, ; 

Laft night I had the honour to re- 
ceive your Excellency's letter of the 
firfl inftant. I am aftoniihed you 



mould mention inhumanity, or threat- 
en retaliation. Nothing happened 
in the action atBennington, but what 
is common when works are carried by 
affau'lt. ■■*•■■ 

" That the favages of America fhould, 
in their warfare, mangle and fcalp 
the unhappy prifoners Who fall into 
their hands, is neither new nor extra- 
ordinary ; but that the famous Lieu- 
tent-general Burgoyne, in whom the 
fine gentleman 1 is united with the 
foldierand the fcholar, ihould hire 
the favages of America to fcalp Eu- 
ropeans, and the defendants of Euro- 
peans ; nay more, that he mould pay 
a price for each fcalp fo barbaroufl/ 
taken, is more than will be believed 
in Europe, until authenticated faclt 
mail, in every Gazette, confirm the 
truth of the horrid tale. 

Mifs Mc Rea, a young lady, lovely 
to the fight, of virtuous chara&cr, 
and amiable difpofition, engaged tb aa 
officer of your army, was, with other 
women and children, taken out of a 
houfe near Fort Edward, carried in- 
to the woods, and there fcalped and 
mangled in a moll flocking manner.. 
Two" parents with their fix children, 
were air treated with the fame inhu- 
manity, while quietly refiding in their 
once happy and peaceful dwelling* 
The miferable fate of Mifs Mc Rea 
was particularly aggravated, by her 
being drefTed to receive her promifed 
hulband, but met her murderer em- 
ployed by you. Upwards of one 
hundred men, women and children, 
have perimed by the hands of the 
ruffians, to whom, it is afTerted, you 
have paid the price of blood. 
" Inclofed are letters from your 
wounded officers, prifoners in my 
hands j by them you will be in- 
formed of the generoiity of their con- 
querors. 

Such money, cloathing, attendants, 
and necefTaries, which your Excel- 
lency pleafes to fend to the prifoners, 
mail be faithfully delivered. The 
late Colonel Baum's fervant, who is 

at 
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at Bennington, would have come to 
your Excellency's camp ; but when I 
offered him a flag, he was afFraid to 
jun therifqUeof being fcalped, and 
declined. 

* When I know what furgeon and 
attendants your Excellency is defir- 
ous offending to Bennington, I (hall 
difpatch an officer to your lines, to 
jconduct them to my camp. 
I am, Sir, your moil 
humble fervant, 

JIORATIO GaTXS, 

Major Gen. 

Lieut. Gen* Burcoyne. 
£cpy of a letter from Gen, BuRGOYtf E 
to Major General Gates. 
Sir, Sep. 6, 1777* 

I received your letter of the 
2d inftant, and in confequence ci" 
your compliance with my propofal 
of fending a furgeon to vifit the 
wounded officers in your hands, 
and fome fervants to carry money 
and neceflaries to their matters, 
and remain with them, I have now 
to defire the favour of you to difpatch 
the officer you defign with a drum and 
a flag of truce, fo that he may arrive 
at Still Water about noon, on the 
9th, and he fhall be met there by the 
perfonshe is to conduct, accompanied 
alfo by a drum and a flag of truce. 
I trull, Sir, that it is underflood be- 
tween us that the furgeon fhaii have 
fafe conduct to my outpoits, when 
his vifit mall be made, and he (hall 
requeft it ; and that you may be allur- 
ed, on my part, that your officer mail 
meet with iecurity and civility. 

1 have hefitated, Sir, upon anfwer- 
ing the other paragraphs of your let- 
ter. 1 difdain to juflify myfelf againil 
the rhapfodies of fiction and calumny, 
which from the firft of this con tell, 
jt has been an unvaried American 
policy to propogate, but which no 
longer impofes upon the world. I 
am induced to deviate from this ge- 
neral rule, in the prefent inilancc, 
left my iilence (hould be conilr'ued art 
acknowledgment of the truth of your 



allegations, and a pretence be thence 
taken for exercifing future barbarities 
by the American troops. 

By this motive, and upon this only, 
I condefcend to inform you, that I 
would not be confeious of the acts 
you prefume to impute to me, for 
the whole Continent of America, 
though the wealth of worlds were in 
its bowels, and a paradife upon its 
fur face. 

It has happened, that all my trans- 
actions with the Indian nations, lall 
year and this, have been clearly heard, 
diftinctly underllood, accurately mi- 
nuted, by very numerous, and in 
many parts, very unprejudiced per- 
fons. So immediately oppofite to 
truth is your alter tion, that I have paid 
a price for fcalps, that one of the firll 
regulations eftabliihed by me at the 
great council in May, and repeated 
and enforced, and invariably adhered 
to fmce, was, that the Indians Ihould 
receive compenfation for prifoners, be- 
cause it would prevent cruelty ; and 
that not only fuch compenfation lhoul4 
be withheld, but a ftrict account de- 
manded for fcalps. 1 hefe pledges of 
cOnquell, for fuch you well know they 
will ever efteem them, were folemnly 
and peremptorily prohibited to be 
taken from the wounded, and even 
the dying, and the perfons of age£ 
men, women, children, andprilbners, 
were pronounced facred, even in 
aflhults. 

In regard to Mifs M'Rea, her 
fall wanted not the tragic difplay you 
have laboured to give it, to make it 
as fmcerely abhorred and lamented by* 
me, as it can be by the tenderell of 
her friends. The fact was no pre- 
meditated barbarity. On the con- 
trary, two chiefs, who had brought 
her off for the purpofe of fecurity, 
not of violence to her peribn, dlf- 
puted- which ihould be her guard; 
and in a fit of favage paffion in one, 
from whofe hands Ihe was fnatched, 
the unhappy woman became the vic r 
tim. Upon the firit intelligence of 

this 
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tkis event, I obliged the Indians to 
deliver the murderer into my hands ; 
and though to have punimed him by 
our laws, or principles of juftice, 
would have been perhaps unprece- 
dented, he certainly mould have fuf- 
fered an ignominious death, had I* 
not been convinced, from my eir- 
cumftances and obfervation, beyond 
the poffibility of a doubt, that a par- 
don uttder the terms, which I p*e- 
Jented and they accepted, would be 
more efficacious than an execution to 
prevent fimilar mifchiefs. 

The above inftance excepted, your 
intelligence, refpefting the cruelties 
ef the Indians, is falfe. 

You {cem to threaten me with 
European publications, which affed 
me as little as any other threats you 
could make ; but in regard to Ameri- 
can publications, whether your charge 
againft me, which I acquit you of 
believing, was penned from a Gazette, 
ox for a Gazette, I defire and de- 
mand of you, as a man of honour, 
that fhould it appear in print at 
$11, this anfwer may follow Lit. 
j am. Sir, 

. Your mod humble fervant, 
J- Burgoy k-e, 
Lieutenant General. 

Major General Gates. 

fixtrafi of 4 Utter from Major Gene- 
ral Gates fo the Frejidtni of Con** 

Sir, 
Inclofed I have die honour to fend 
you Lieutenant-general Burgoyne's 
anfwer to the letter I tranfmitte^ to 
JCongrefs by the laft exprefs. AH 
£he reply I thought neceflaiy to make 
to fo extravigant a performance, is 
*lfo in the packet. Having prepared 
*very thing in concert with General 
Lincoln for the march of the army, 
I left Van Soheak's Ifland on Mon- 
day, and arrived here yefterday fore- 
noon. The enemy gave no manner 
of interruption, 
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Head Quarters of the army tf tht 
United States, Seft.S, 1777. 
Sir, 
Your Excellency may be fatisfied 
that I will fend an officer to Still- 
water at the time you mention, to 
receive the furgeon, fervants, and 
ftich comforts as your Excellency fhal! 
think proper to fend to the prifoners in. 
my hands. 

I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient, 
humble fervant. 
Horatio Gates. M. G. 

tieut. Gen, Burcoyne, 

Publijbed by Order of Congress, 
Cjiarlss Thomson, $u. 



Portsmouth,^. 27, 1777. 

To the Hon. Committee ofSAvurx 

of this State at Exeter. 

CkarIes-to<wn, $*?t. 23, 1777* 
Sir, 

You will fee by the inclofed, what 
we are doing here. General Lincoln 
is gone to join General Gates, and 
left us to ad in this quarter with 
1500 men, therefore requeft that all 
the militia, above Charles-town and 
eailward, may march to our affiftance, 
with horfes bringing flour and beef, 
to ferve themfelves one month ; by 
which time 1 hope the whole of Ge- 
neral Burgoyne's army will be i» 
our hands, I think now every^ man. 
of fpirit will turn out. Pafturing i* 
good and plenty this way. 

I am, your very humble fervant, 
Jacob Bayley, B. D. G. 

I {fend about 100 prifoners to you, 
to difpofe of as you think will be 
moft ufe; feme provifions muft be 
fenj to-morrow, to meet the prifoners, 
as far as one day's travel from hence, 
as we have none to fpare j the num- 
ber to fupply will be about 150 
men. No time may be loft in fend- 
ing along the militia. General Arr 
nold has fought the right wing of 

Umm Gfner4 
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Gtner^l Burgoyne's, won three field 
pieces, the field, and 250 prifoners. 
Great lofs on both fides. 

(A true copy.) B- Bayley. 
Atteft. Peter Laberbe, Chairman. 

Particulars of the movements of Gen, 
Linclon, from Sept. \$tb to tbe 

Thirteenth, marched in three di T 
vifions from Pawlet, commanded by 
Col. Brown, Johnfton, and Wood- 
bury ; Col. Brown to the South bay, 
to relieve our prifoners at the North 
Lake George ; Colonel lohnfton, at 
the fame time to divert the enemy at 
Independence; Col. Woodbury at 
Skeenfborough, to cover CoL Brown's 
retreat, &c. On Wednefday morn- 
ing, the 17th, at day break, Col. 
Brown began the attack, fet at liberty 
100 of our men, who were prifoners ; 
took prifoners '293 of the enemy, 
amongft which were two Captains, and 
feven Lieutenants, and two other offi- 
cers ; took Mount Defiance, Mount ■ 
Hope, the French lines, and the Block 
Houfe, the Landing, 200 batteaux, 
one armed (loop, and fevpral gun 
boats. On Sunday toojt about 100 
prifoners ; the prifoners are marched 
for Connecticut, except 100 ; took 
a vaft quantity of plunder. His wa- 
fer craft are with a party fet out for 
the South end of J^ake George, where 
are all their boats, baggage, and ar- 
tillery. * I have not the leall doubt 
but they will fucceed; the divifion 
confifts of 500 men each; Col. Brown 
is reinforced now to 700 ; we mean 
to keep pofleffion of the ground at 
Ticonderoga. The field is now opened 
wide ; the time is now come that vye 
may entirely cut off General Bur- 
goyne's whole army, if we exert 
ourfelves ; our numbers are not (ef- 
ficient to keep what we have, and 
can get. I think it the duty of every 
man to turn out, with his horfc, and 
one month's proviiion, which will 
undoubtedly accomplifli our defign. 
j mull call on all our friends to 



America, to turn out, and come to 
our affiflance at Ticonderoga. 

Jacob Bayley, B.D. G. 
P. S. General Lincoln is gone to 
join General Gates. 

(A true copy.) 
Atteft. Peter Laberee, Chairman, 
Caftlefon Sept. 21, 1777. 
Boston, 08. 2. 
Copy of a letter from CoL Brown to 
the Hon. Major General Gates, 
dated Nartk End of Lake George 
Landing, Tburfday , September 1 8j 

1777. 
Sir, 
With great fatigue, after marching 
all lad night, I arrived at this place 
at break of day, and after the belt 
difpofition of the men I could make, 
immediately began the attack, and 
in a few minutes carried the place. 
I tfien, without lofs of time, detached 
a confiderable part of my men to the 
mill where a great number of the 
enemy were polled, who alfo were 
^ made prifoners ; a fmall number of 
whpna having taken pofleffion of a 
block houfe in that vicinity, were, 
with more difficulty, brought to fub- 
miflion ; but at the fight of the can-; 
non they furrendered. 

During thefe feafons of fuccefles, 
Mount Defiance alfo fell into our 
hands. I have taken pofleffion of the 
old French lines at Ticonderoga. I 
have fent in a flag, demanding a fur- 
render of Ticonderoga and Mount In- 
dependence, in the ftrongeft and moft 
peremptory terms. Have had as yet 
no information of the event of Col. 
Johnson's attack on the Mount. My 
lofs of men in ;he feveral actions are 
not more than three or four killed, ' 
and five wounded. The enemy's lofs 
is lefs. I find myfelf in pofleffion of 
293 prifoners, viz. two Captains, nine 
Subaltern;?, two Commiflaries, non- 
commiffipned officers and privates 143 
Britifh, and 1 19 Canadians, 18 arti- 
ficers, and retook more than 100 of 
our men ; total 293, cxclufive of the 
prifoners retaken. The water craft J 

have 
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natfe taken are ico batteaux above freedom, 

the Falls in Lake Champlain, 50 above 

the Falls, including feveral large gun 

boats, and an armed (loop ; arms 

equal to the number of prifoners, 

fome ammunition, and rriariy other 

things, which I cannot as yet afcer- 

tain. I muft not forget to mention 

a few cannon, which may be of fo 

great fervice to us, 

Boston, September 27; 
General Gates's General Orders if- 
fued on the 6th inftant, at Half 
Moon, previous to the army's march- 
ing to attack the enemy at Fort 
£dtvard. 

The Generals commanding divi- 
fions, and all the Generals and Co- 
lonels commanding brigades, to fee 
that the commanding officers of regi- 
ments and companies have every thing 
in immediate readinefs for a march ; 
that when general orders are iffuedj 
the army may only have to ftrike 
their tents, load their baggage, and 
inftantly at the word being given, 
march off the ground. A very large 
army of militia, with fome Continental 
troops, under the command of Ge- 
nerals Lincoln and Starks> are now 
aflembling in the Grants, and every 
neceflary preparation for their adting 
in concert with this army upon the 
point of being compleated. This 
whole force muft be prepared to march j 
upon the fhorteft riotice, to drive the 
enemy with difgrace and defeat back 
to Canada, is thaobjedt of the pre- 
fent campaign* What has been fuc- 
cefsfully began 4 by v General Starks 
and Colonel Warner, to the eaftward, 
and Goneral Harkeman and Colonel 
Ganfevoort, at the weftward* cannot, 
(with the blefling of Heaven) fail to 
be equally profperous, in the hands of 
the generals and foldiers, appointed 
to face the enemy's main army, at the 
northward* If the murder of aged 
parents, with their innocent children* 
if mangling the blooming virgin* and 
inoffenfive youth, are inducements to 
revenge— if the righteous caufe of 



arid the happinefs of pos- 
terity, are motives to (Emulate the 
army to conquer their mercenary 
and mercilefs , foes, the time is 
now come, when they are called 
upon, by their conntry, their gene- 
ral and every thing human and di- 
vine> to vancjutm their enemy; each 
ftate in particular, and the Grand 
Convention of the United States, in 
general are, to this moment, induf- 
trioufly employed to provide their 
army with every comfort and necfeflary 
that can be procured ; duty, grati- 
tude and honour, muft therefore in- 
spire the heart of every officer and 
toldier, to do juftice to th«ir much in- 
jured country j 

Boston, Ocloherx 8, 17^7* 
Monday morning at three o'clock, 
an exprefs arrived at General 
Heath's, with the following let- 
ter, viz; 
Camp three miles above t Stillwater, 
October gth, 1777* 
Dear General, 
" This will acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your's of the 29th ult. and 
will inform you, that on Tuefday laft 
the enemy advanced from their right 
with a defign to take pbft on our left. 

Our fcouts were drove in They 

continued advancing. 

* ' Three regiments were orderedout, 
who met them a mile from our lines, 
a fmall eminence being between them, 
each pufhed hard for it — Our troops 
gained it* The attack began at four 
o'clock, P. M. continued till dark 
without anyintermiffion, during which 
we drove them two miles, and at laft 
entered their works fword in hand. 
In the action, and in their works, 
were taken two brafs 1 2 pounders and 
fix 6 pounders, 3 ammunition wag- 
gons, about 300 tents, a great quan- 
tity of baggage, with upwards of 30 
horfesj waggons, &c. &c. 

" It now became very dark, could 
not purfue them any further, nor was 
it fafe or practicable, the woods be- 
ing very thick. 

M m m % Wc 
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«' We halted half a mile in the tear 
©F them, there remained the whole 
night with our arms in our hands, 
not a man flept. 

" About four in the morning they 
began to move, we pufhed on till 
they were drove into their ftrong 
works on the River Road — fkirraifh- 
*ig parties were fent oat the whole 
day ; fome "prifbners taken, fome 
killed and wounded on our fide. 

" Among the wounded is the good 
Stfajor-general Lincoln mot through 
die leg, Wifh he may kve it, but 

it is much doubted. The brave 

General Arnold was wounded in the 
action the day before. 

** As we have not been able to get 
in returns, cannot give you a parti- 
cular account of our lofs ; however, 
h is very inconsiderable — I believe I 
may venture to fay not more than 30 
killed, nor more than one hundred 
wounded. 

" The enemy's lofs on Tuefday 
muft be great! Gen. Frazer wound- 
ed (fincedead). Taken 3 field offi- 
cers, 6 Captains, 10 Subalterns, 1 
Quarter-mafter General, 190 private 
— taken in the hofpital on Wednef- 
day, about 300 fick and wounded, 
with fome medicines, 200 barrels of 
flour, with many other articles. Be* 
fides thefe, upwards of too now lay 
dead on the ground, which we have 
not been able to bury, 

" Much honour is due to onr offi- 
cers and men, who fought like 
heroes, 

44 The enemy began theis retreat at 
about 1 1 o'clock at night, breaking 
«p all the bridges and otherwife {poll- 
ing the roads hi their rear. 

* * Thurfday morning 3 00 men ferved 
with three days provifion began their 
march to hang on their left flank 
(the river being on their right) and 
two brigades on the River Road in 
their rear, but could not proceed as 
it fet in full of rain, and fo conti- 
nues . Shall pufh on immediately on 
its clearing up f when I hope to give 



you a further account of them. Tiff 
then, I am your Honour's moft obe- 
dient fcrvaiit, 

"JOHH GlOVHR, 

*« Brigadier General* 
" Oaober 10, nine o'clock. Three 
thoufand have already marched on 
their left flank ; and our whale body 
is paraded, and will march imme- 
diately. J. G, 
" P. S. loth. A. M. This morn- 
ing fym-ptoms much in favour of Ge- 
neral Lincoln, 1 am in hopes he will 
fare his leg, 

" The express heard a very heavy 
cannonade all the next day, while oa> 
his way hither." 

Extra/3 of another Utter from a gentle* 
man, dated Camp oh Bemus's 
Height*, 0^.9, 1777. 
" With the greateft pleafctfe I cait 
inform you of our having a moft fe- 
vere aftion on the 7th inft. Out 
army drove Britons and Germans^ 
from the field into their works ; but 
not being content with the honour 
of that, attacked their lines in the 
face of cannon and (bowers of muf- 
quetry, drove them from their works, 
took 9 pieces of brafs artillery, 300 
prifoners, among whom are $ or 7 
field officers, viz. 1 German Colonel > 
2 Lieutenant-colonels, both fine* 
dead ; Major Williams commandant 
of Britiih artillery ; 2. Brunfwic Ma- 
jors ; Sir Francis Clark, Aid de Camp 
to General Burgoyne. The encamp* 
ment of a German brigade, with all 
their equipage, fell into the hands of 
Col. Jackfon's regiment, This is a 
fhort but as good an account as I can 
give of the matter at prefent-* Thus- 
ended the moil capital affair the 
hiftory of this war can produce. 
The enemy prepared yefterday for a 
retreat — this morning we find they 
are gone, leaving the fick and wound- 
ed, officers and men, in their camp. 
We mail march in half an hour in 
* purfuitt of them. They loft General 
, Frazer in thelail a£lion, befides many^ 
others. Yon' cannot conceive the 

bravery 
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ftravery and Qjirit oPour troops. 
Our lofs was very trifling; we loit 
double the number of any other re- 
giment, and had but 2 officers, and 
iJ or 10 men killed on the fpot, and 
one officer, and 15 men wounded. 
We loft no Held officer, nor that 
I can learn a Captain. (Sen. Ar- v 
iiold entered the works, and im- 
mediately received a ball in his leg. 
Yeiterday General Lincoln received 
an unfortunate wound in his leg from 
a random mot of the enemiy ; his leg 
is to be taken off. I am in haite, 
being juft going to mount for the 
purfuit." 

The Honourable Continential Con- 
grefs have removed from Philadelph?a 
to York Town, in the Northern part 
of that State. 



Bofon, Qclobcr 20, X777* 

Extracl of a letter from .a General 
Officer, dated Camp at Saratoga, 
OS. 13, 1777. 

** I received your efteemed favour 
of the 7th, and notice the contents, 
but cannot fully anfwer it at prefent. 
In my lafl* I gave you an account of 
the action of the 7th, fince which 
there has been fkirmiming every day, 
in which we have taken great quan- 
tities o£ baggage, proviuons, &c. 
prifoners about 120; deferters. 160. 
The enemy have burnt every houfe 
but one, between their lafl encamp- 
ment and the ground they now oc- 
cupy, which is on the other fide Sara- 
toga-creek. We now lie within muf- 
ket fhot of them, and are forming a 
circle round them ; and if the plan 
fucceeds, mail have it complete in one 
'night more. The Generals Lincoln 
and Arnold are both in a fine way, 
and keep their legs yet. The total 
deftruclion of- ^General Burgoyne is. 
very near, and, with the blefling of 
God, vvillfoon be complete ; we have 
nothing to do but to*a& with prtxlcnce 
and Armnefs." 



Extraft of a letter fmm Alhany, dated 
Oclober 14, 1777. 

* r I have this moment received ad- 
vice from the camp, that a party of 
our men have taken fifty batteaux of 
the enemy, loaded with provifions, 
flores, and medicines." 
Extracl of a letter from Saratoga* 
Oclober 13, 1777. 

*« Yeflerday Gen. Fellows, being 
on the other fide of the river, took a 
number of boats from the enemy, 
confiftingof near 1000 barrels of pork 
and beef; together with three hogf- 
heads of beaver hats, &c. Sec" 



Letter from Major-general G ates t* 
General Burgoyne. 
Saratoga, 03. 11, 1777. 
Sir, 

I had the honour to receive your 
Excellency's letter by Lady Achnd. 
The refpeft due to her Ladyfhip's 
nink, the tenxlernefs due to herperfon 
and fex, were fufficicnt recommend* 
at ions to entitle her to my protection* 
Confidering^ my preceding conduct 
with refpeel: to thofe of your army,, 
whom the fortune of war had placed 
in my hands,. I am furprized that you* 
Excellency mould think that I could 
confider the greatcifc attention to Lady* 
Acland in the light of an obligation* 

The cruelties which mark the re- 
treat of your army, in burning the 
gentlemensand farmers houfes as they 
went along, is almoit among civilized 
nations without a precedent ; they 
mould not endeavour to ruin thofe- 
they could not conque? ; this conducVr 
betrays more the vindictive malice of 
a monk, than the generofity of a fol- 
dier. Your friend, Sir Francis CIark y 
by the information of Dp, Ports, the 
Director-general of my hofpital, lan- 
guishes under a very dangerous wound; 
Every fort of tendernefs and atten- 
tion is paid to him, as well as to all 
the wounded who have fallen into tnf 
hands, An&tbe hofpital «which jou ivas 
neeejfti+ited to leave to mj mercy. 

At 
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At the felicitation of Major Wil- 
liams, I am prevailed on to offer him 
and Major Meibom, in exchange for 
Col. Ethan Allen. Your Excellen- 
cy's objections to my laft propofals for 
the exchange of Col. Ethan Allen, t 
mud confider as trifling, as I cannot 
but fuppcfe that the Generals of the 
royal armies aft in equal concert with 
thofe of the Generals of the armies 
of the United States* 

The bearer delivers a number of 
letters from the officers of your army, 
taken prifoners in the action of the 
7th inftant. 
1 ami Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 
Horatio Gates, 
Major General. 

To Lieut. Gen. Burcoyne 



Whitehall* December 1 c , 1 7 7 7 . 

This afternoon Captain Craig, of 
Ae 47th regiment, arrived from 
Quebec with the following duplicate 
©f a letter from Lieutenant-general 
Burgoyne, to Lord George Germain, 
the original of which, has not yet 
been received. 

Albany, Qfiober 20, 1777 
My Lord, 

No poffibility of communication 
*nth your Lordfhip having exifted ilnce 
the beginning of September, at which 
time my laft difpatches were fent 
away, I have to report to your Lord- 
fhip the proceedings of the army un- 
der my command from that period ; — 
a feries of hard toil, inceflant effort, 
tfubborn aftlon, till difabled in the 
collateral branches of the army by 
the total defection of the Indians ; 
the defertion or the timidity of the 
Canadians and Provincials, fome in- 
dividuals excepted; difappointed in 
the laft hope of any timely co-ope- 
ration from other armies ; the regular 
troops reduced by lofles from the 
belt, parts to 3500 righting men, not 
*qoo of which were Britiih ; only 



three days previfions; upon flrort al* 
lowance,.in flore ; inverted by an army 
of fixteen thoufand men, and no ap- 
parent means of retreat remaining, I 
called into Council all the Geherals, 
Field Officers, and Captains, com- 
manding corps, and by their unani- 
mous concurrence and advice, I was 
induced to open a treaty wi:h Major- 
general Gates. 

Your Lordfhip will fee by the pa- 
pers tranfmittea herewith the difa-* 
greeable proipeft which attended the 
firfl overtures, and when the terms 
concluded are compared, I trull that 
the fpirit of the Councils I have men- 
tioned, which, under fuch circum- 
ftances, dictated inftead of fubmit- 
ting, will not be refufed a fhare of 
credit. 

Before I enter upon the detail of 
thefe events, I think it a duty of juf- 
tice, my Lord, to take upon myfelf 
the meafure of having paiTed the 
Hudfon's River, in order to fore* 
apaffage to Albany* I did not think 
myfelf authorized to call any men in- 
to Council, when the peremptory 
tenor of my orders, and the feafon 
of the year, admitting no alterna- 
tive. 

Provifions for about thirty days 
having been brought forward, the 
other neceiTary flores prepared, and 
the bridge of boats compleated, the 
army paned the Hudfon's River on 
the 13th and 14th of September, and 
encamped on the heights and in the 
plain of Saratoga, the enemy being 
then in the neighbourhood of Still- 
water. 

15th. The whole army made a 
movement forward, and encamped in 
a good pofition in a place called 
Dovogot. 

16th. It being found that there 
were feveral bridges to repair, that' 
work was begun undercover of lirong 
detachments, and the fame oppor- 
tunity was taken to reconnoitre thd 
country. 
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* \jtb. The army renewed their 
march, repaired other bridges, and 
encamped upon advantageous ground, 
about four miles from the enemy. 

iS/£. The enemy appeared in con- 
liderable force toobftrudl the further 
repair cf bridges, and 'with a view 
as it was conceived to draw on an 
a&ion where artillery could not be 
employed ; a fraall lofs was fuftained 
in ikirmifhing, but the work of the 
bridges was effected. . 

igtb. The paflages of a great ra- 
vin, and other roads towards the ene- 
my, having been reconnoitred, the 
army advanced in the following or- 
der: 

• Brigadier-general Frazer's corps, 
fuftained by Lieutenant-colonel Brey- 
man's corps, made a circuit in order 
to pafs the ravin commodioufly, with- 
out quitting the heights, and after- 
ward* to cover the march of the line 
to the right : thefe corps moved in 
three columns, and had the Indians, 
Canadians, and Provincials upon their 
fronts and flanks. The Britiih line, 
led by me in perfon, pafled the ravin 
in a direct line fouth, and formed in 
prder of battle as- faft as they gain- 
ed the fummit, where they waited 
to give time to Frazer's corps to 
make the circuit, and to enable the 
left wing and artillery, which, under 
thecoromandofMajor-general Philips 
and Major-general Reidefel, kept the 
great road and meadows near the 
river, in two columns, and had 
bridges to repair, to beequally ready 
to proceed. The 47th regiment 
guarded the batteaux. 

The fignal guns, which had been 
previously fettled to give notice of 
all the columns being ready to ad- 
vance, having been fired between 
one and two o'clock, the march con- 
tinued, the fcouts and flankers of the 
column of the Britifh line were foon 
■£red upon from fmall parties, but 
with no effect ; after about an hour's 
march, the picquets, which made the 
advanced guard of that column, were 



attacked in force, and obliged to give 
ground, but they foon Tallied and 
were fuftained. 

On the firft opening of the wood, I 
formed the troops ; a few, cannon mot 
diflodged the enemy at a houfe from 
whence the picquets had been at- 
tacked ; and Brigadier-general Fra- 
zer's corps had arrived with fuchpre- 
cifion in point of time, as to be 
found in a very advantageous height 
on the right of the Britifh. 

In the mean time the enemy, not 
acquainted with the combination of 
the march, had moved in great force 
out of their intrenchments, with a 
view of turning the line upon the 
right ; and being checked by the 
pofition of Brigadier-general Frazer. 
countermarched in order to direct 
their great effort to the left of the 
Britifh. 

From the nature of the country, 
movements of this nature, however 
near, may be effected without a pof- 
fibility of their being difeovered. 

About three o'clock the action 
began by a very vigorous attack on 
the Britifh line, and continued witk 
great obftinacy till after fan-fet. 
The enemy being continually fup- 
plied with frefh troops, the fbefs lay 
upon the 20th, 21ft and 62d regi- 
ments, moft parts df which were en- 
gaged near four hours without inter- 
miffion : the gth had been ordered 
early in the day to form in referve. 
The grenadiers and 24th regiment 
were fome part of the time brought 
into aftion, as were part of the light 
infantry ; and all thefe corps charged 
with their ufual fpirit. 

The riflemen, and other parts of 
Breyman's corps, were alfo of fer- 
vice ; but it was not thought advife- 
able to evacuate the height where 
Brigadier-general Frazer was pofted, 
otherwife than partially and occafion- 
ally. 

Major-general Philips, upon firft 
hearing the firing, found his way 
through a difficult part of the wood 
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to the Fcene of attion, and brought 
npwith him Major Williams and four 
pieces of artillery, and from that mo- 
ment I flood indebted to that gallant 
and judicious fecond for inceiTantand 
^moft material ferviees ; particularly 
for reAoring the action in a point 
which was critically prefled by a 
great fuperiority of fire, and to which 
be led up the 20th regiment-at the ut- 
nK>ft perfonal hazard. 

Major-general Reidefel exerted 
himfelf to bring up a part of the 
left wing, and arrived in time to 
charge the enemy with regularity and 
bravery. 

Juft as the U^ht clofed, the ene- 
my gave ground on all fides, and 
itft us compleatly mailers of the field 
of battle, with the lofs of about 500 
men on, their fide, and, as fuppofed, 
thrke that number wounded. 

The darknefs preventing a pur- 
fuit, the prisoners were few. 

The behaviour of the officers and 
men in general was exemplary. Briga- 
dier-general Frazer took his pofition 
in the beginning of the day with 
yeat judgment, and fufbined the 
action with constant prefence of mind 
and vigour. Brigadier-general Ha- 
milton was the whole time engaged, 
and acquitted himfelf with great ho- 
nour, activity, and good conduct. 
The artillery in general was diiUn- 
guifhed, and the brigade under Cap- 
tain Jones, who was killed in the 
action, was confpicuonfly fo. 

The army lay upon their arm? 
the. night of the 19th, and the next 
day took a pofition nearly within 
cannon mot of the enemy, fortify- 
ing their right, and extending their 
left fo as to cover the meadows through 
which the great river runs, and where 
the batteaux and hofpitals were plac- 
ed. The 47th regiment, and the re- 
giment of He(le Hanau, with a corps 
of Pro\incia!s, encamped in the mea- 
dows r.i a further fecurity. 

It was foon found that no .fruits, 
honou- excepted, were attained by 



the preceding victory; the enemy 
working with redoubled ardour to 
flrengthen their left ; their right was 
unatuckaWe already. 

On our fide it became expedient 
to ereel ftrong redoubts for the pro- 
tection of the magazines and hoipi- 
tal, not only againft a fudden attack, 
but alio for their fecurity in cafe 
of a march to turn the enemy's 
flank. 

2 iy?. A mefTenger arrived from 
Sir fiarry Clinton, with a letter in 
cyphers, informing me of his inten- 
tion to attack Fort Montgomery in 
about ten days from the date of his 
letter, which was the loth of Sep- 
tember. This was the only mefTen- 
ger of many that I apprehend were 
difpatched by Sir William Howe and 
him, that had reached my -camp 
fince the beginning of Auguft. He 
was fent back the fame night to in- 
form Sir Harry of my fituation, and 
of the neceffity of a diveriion to 
oblige General Gatjes to detach from 
his army ; and my intention to wait 
favourable events in that pofition, 
if poflib'le, to the 12th of October. 

In the courfe of the two following 
days, two officers in difguife, ana 
other confidential perfons, were dif- 
patched by different routes with ver- 
bal meflages to the fame effect; and 
I continued fortifying my camp, and 
watching the enemy, whofe numbers 
encreafed every day. 

id Odober. I thought it advifabl* 
to diminifb the foldier's ration, in 
order to lengthen out the provifions, 
to which meafure the army fubmitted 
with the utmoU chearfulnefs. The 
difficulties of a retreat to Canada were 
clearly forefeen, as was tl^e dilemma, 
mould the retreat be effected, of leav r 
ing at liberty fuch an army as 
General Gates's to ad againft Si/ 
William Howe. 

This confideration operated forcr 
ibly to determine me to abide events 
as long as pofiible, and I reaibned 
thus; The expedition I commanded 
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was evidently meant at firft to be ha- 
zarded. Circumftances might re-, 
quire it mould be devoted \ z. critical 
junction of Mr. Gates's force with 
Mr. Washington might poflibly de- 
cide the fate of the war; the fail- 
ure of my junction with Sir Harry 
Clinton, or the lofs of my retreat to 
Canada, could only be a partial mis- 
fortune. 

yth. In this fituation things con- 
tinued 'till he 7 th, when no intelli- 
gence having been received of the 
expected co-operation, and four or 
£ve days for our limited flay in the 
'Gamp only remained, it was judged 
advifeable to make a movement to the 
enemy's left, not only ;o difcover 
whether there were any poffible means 
<>f forcing a paflage fhould it be ne- 
ceflary to advance, or of diflodging 
themlfor the convenience of retreat, 
but alfo to cover aforage of thearmy, 
which was in the greateft diftrefs on 
account of the fcarcity. 

A detachment of 1500 regular 
troops, with 2 twelve-pounders,, z 
howitzers, and 6 fix-pounders, were 
ordered to move, and was com- 
manded by myfelf, having with me 
Major-general Phillips, Major-gene- 
jal Reidefel, and Brigadier-general 
Frazer* The guard of the camp 
upon the heights was left to Briga- 
diers^general Hamilton and Speicht ; 
the redoubt* and the plain to Bxiga- 
<lier-general Goll ; and as the force 
of the enemy immediately in their 
front con filled of more than double 
their numbers, it was not poffible to 
augment the corps that marched be- 
yond the numbers above ftated. 

I formed the troops within : three 
quarters of a mile of the enemy's 
left ; and Captain Erafer's rangers, 
with Indians and Provincials, had or- 
ders to go by fecret paths in the 
woods t to gain the enemy's rear, and 
by mewing themfelves there to keep 
them in check. 1 

The further operations intended 
were prevented by a very fuddea and 



rapid attack of the enemy on our left, 
where the Britifli grenadiers were 
pofted to fupport the left wing of the 
line. Major Ackland at the head of 
them fuftained the attack with great 
refolution ; but the enemy's great 
numbers enabling them in a few 
minutes to extend the attack along 
the front of the Germans, which were 
immediately on the right of the gre^ 
nadiers, no part of that body could be 
removed to make a fecond line to the 
flank where the ftrefs of the fire lay. 
The right was at that time unengag- 
ed ; but it was foon obferved that 
the enemy were marching a large 
corps round thek flank to endeavour 
cuuing off their retreat. The light 
infantry and part of the 24th regi- 
ment, which were at that port, were 
therefore ordered to form a fecond 
line, and to fecure the return of the 
troops into camp. 

While this movement was orov 
oeeding, the enemy puihed a trefh 
and flrong reinforcement to renew the 
action upon the left, which, over- 
powered by fo great a fuperiority, 
gave way, and the light infantry and 
24th regiment were obliged to make 
a quick movement to fave that poiijft 
from being entirely carried, in doing 
which Brigadier-general Frazer was 
mortally wounded. 

The danger to which the lines were 
expofed becoming at this moment of 
the moll ferious nature, orders were 
given to Majors-general Phillips and 
Keidefel to cover the retreat, while 
fuch troops as were moft ready for 
the purpofe returned for the defence 
of them. The troops retreated hard 
jwefled, but in good order. They 
were obliged tQ leave 6 pieces of can- 
non, all the horfes having been kill- 
ed; and moft of the artillery men, 
who had behaved as ufual with th« 
utmoft bravery, under' the command 
of Major Williams, being either kill- 
ed or wounded. 

The troops had fcarcely entered 
the camp, when it was Homed with 
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great fury, the enemy ruftiing to the 
lines under a fevere fire of grape Ihot 
and fmall awns. The poft of the 
light infantry under the command of 
Lord Belcarres, aflifted by Tome of 
the line, who threw themfelves by 
order into thofe entrenchments, was 
defended with great fpirit ; and the 
enemy, led on by General Arnold, 
was finally repulfed, and the Gene- 
ral wounded ; but unhappily the en- 
trenchments of the German referve, 
commanded by Lieutenant-colonel 
Breymen, who was killed, were car- 
ried, and although ordered to bp re- 
covered they never were fo ; and the 
enemy by that misfortune gained an 
opening on our right and rear. The 
Jiight put an end to the action. 

Under the difadvantages thus ap- 
parent in our fituation, the army was 
ordered to quit the prefent petition 
during the night, and take poft upon 
the height above the hofpital ; thus, 
by an entire change of front, to re* 
duce the enemy to form a new dif- 
pofition. This movement was effected 
with great order and without lofs, 
though all the artillery and camp 
were removed at the fame time. The 
army continued offering battle to the 
enemy in their newpofition the whole 
day of the 8th. 

' %tb. Intelligence was now received 
that the enemy were marching to 
turn the right, and no means could 
prevent this meafure but retiring to- 
wards Saratoga. The army began to 
move at nine o'clock at night ; Major- 
general Reidefel commanding the van 
guard, and Major-general Phillips 
the rear. 

This retreat, though within muf- 
quet fhot of the enemy, and encum- 
bered with all the baggage of the ar- 
my', was made without lofs; but a 
very heavy rain, and the difficulties 
of guarding the batteaux which con- 
tained ajl the provifions, occafioned 
delays which prevented the army 
reaching Saratoga, till the night of 
the 9th ; and the artillery could not 



pafs the fords of the Fiih : kill till the 
morning of the 10th. 

At our arrival near Saratoga, a 
corps of* the enemy, of between five 
and fix hundred, were difcovered 
throwing up intrenchments on the 
heights, but retired over a ford of 
the Hudfon's River at our approach, 
and joined a body pofted to oppofe 
our paflagc there. 

It was judged proper to fend a de- 
tachment of artificers, under a ftrong 
efqort, to repair the bridges and open; 
the rqad to Fort Edward. The 47th, 
regiment, Capt. Frafer's markfmen, 
and Mackoy's provincials were or- 
dered for that fervice ; but the enemy 
appearing on the heights of Fifh-kili 
in great force, and making a difpofi-; 
tion to pafs and give us battle, the 
47 th regiment and Frafer's markfmen, 
were recalled : the provincials kft to 
cover the workmen at the firft bridge, 
ran away upon a very flight attack of 
a fmall party of the enemy, and left 
the artificers to efcape as they could, 
without a poflibility of their perform^ 
ing any work. 

During thefe different movements, 
the batteaux with provifions were fte~ 
quently firpd upon from the oppofite 
fide of the river ; fome of them were; 
loft, and feveral men were killed and 
wounded in thofe which remained. 

iltb. Attacks upon the batteaux 
were continued ; feveral wpre taken 
and retaken ; but their fituation be- 
ing much nearer to the main force 
of the enemy than to ours, it was 
found impoflible to fecure the provi- 
fions -any otherwife than by landing 
them and carrying them upon the hill : 
this was effected under fire, and with 
great difficulty. 

The poifible means of further re- 
treat were now confidered in councils 
pf war, compofed of the general of- 
ficers, minutes of which will be tranf- 
mitted to your Lordfhip. 

The only one that feemed at all 
practicable was by a night march to 
gain Fort Edward, with the troops 
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taifyln^ their provifiohs upon their 
backs ; the impoflibility of repairing 
bridges, putting a conveyance of ar- 
tillery ami carriages out of the ques- 
tion ; and it was propofed to force 
.the ford at Fort Edward, or the 
ford above it. 

Before this attempt could be made* 
fcouts returned with intelligence that 
the enemy were intrenched oppofite 
shofe fords, and poflefled a eamp in 
force on the high ground between 
Fort Edward and Fort George, with 
cannon ; they had alfb parties down 
the whole fhore to watch our mo 
tions ; and polls fo near to us upon 
our own fide of the water as mull 
prevent the army moving a fingle 
anile undifcovered. 

The bulk of the enemy's army 
was hourly joined by a new corps of 
tnilitia arid volunteers, arid their num* 
ber-' together amounted to 16,000 
men* 

Their pofition* which extended 
three parts in four of a circle round 
us, was from the nature of the ground, 
inattackable in all patts< 

In this fituation the army took the 
beft pofition poflible and fortified; 
waiting 'till the 13 th at night in 
the anxious hope of fuccours from 
our friends, or the next defirable ex- 
pectation, an attack from our enemy. 
During this time the men lay con- 
tinually upon their arms, and were 
cannonaded in every part ; even rifle 
ihot and grape fhot came into all parts 
of the line, though without any con- 
fidcrable effect. 

At this period an exact account of 
the provifions was taken, and the 
circumttances ftated in the opening of 
this letter became compleau 

The Council of War was extended 
to all the Field Officers and Captains 
commanding corps of the army, and 
the Convention inclofed herewith, 
enfued ; a tranfadtion which I am 
fare was unavoidable, and which I 
truft in that fituation will be efteemed 
honourable. 



After the execution of the Treaty/ 
General Gates drew together the force 
that had furrounded my pofition, and 
I had the confolation to have as many 
witneffes as I have men under my 
command, of its amounting to the 
numbers mentioned above. 

During the events ftated abovt, 
an attempt was made agairift Ti- 
conderogaby an army affembled under 
Major-general Lincoln, who found 
means to march with a confiderable 
corps from Hubberton undifcovered, 
while another column of his force 
parted the mountains between Skenef* 
borough and Lake George ; and on 
the morning of^the 18th of September, 
a fudden and general attack was made 
upon the Carrying-place at Lake 
George, Sugar-hill, Ticonderoga, 
and Mount Independence. The tea- 
officer commanding the armed floop 
ftationed to defend the Carrying- 
place, as alfo fome of the" officers 
commanding at the pofts at the 
Sugar-hill and at the Portage were 
furprized, and a confiderable part of 
four companies of the 53d regiment 
were made prifoners 7 a block^houfe 
commanded by Lieutenant Lord of 
the 53d regiment was the only poft 
on that fide that had time to malte 
ufe of their arms, and they made a 
brave defence, till cannon taken from 
the furprized vefl'el was brought 
againft them. 

After Hating and lamenting fo fatal 
a want of vigilance, I have to inform 
your Lordfhip of the Satisfactory 
events which followed. * 

Theenemy having twice fummoned 
Brigadier-general Powell, and receiv- 
ed fuch anfwers as became a gallant 
oflicer entrufted with fo important a 
poft ; and - having tried during the 
courfe of four days feveral attacks, . 
and being repulfed in all, retreated 
without having done any confiderable 
damage. 

, Brigadier - general Powell, from 
whofe report to me I extract this re- 
lation, gives great commendations to* 
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tfie regiment of Prince Frederick and 
the other troops ftationed at Mount 
Independence. The Brigadier alfo 
mentions with great applaufe the be- 
haviour of Captain Taylor of the 21ft 
regiment, who was accidentally there 
on his road to the army from the 
hofpital, and Lieutenant Btecroft of 
the 24th regiment, who, with the ar- 
tificers in arms, defended an impor- 
tant battery. 

On the 24th of September the ene- 
my enabled by the capture of the gun 
boats and batteaux which they had 
made after the furprize of the floop 
to embark upon Lake George, at- 
tacked Diamond Ifland in two di- 
vinons. 

Captain Aubrey and two compa- 
nies of the 47th regiment hird been 
ported at that ifland from the time 
the army pa/Ted the Hudfon's River, 
as a better fitaation for the fecurity 
of the ftofes at the fouth end of 
Lake George, than Fort George, 
which is on the continent, and not 
tenable againft artillery and numbers. 
The enemy were rejiulfed by Captain 
Aubrey with great lofs, and purfued 
by the gun boats under hi» command 
to the eaft more, 'where two of their 
principal ve/Tels were retaken, toge- 
therwithall the cannon ; they had juft 
time to fet fire to the other batteaux, 
and retTcated over the mountains'. 

1 beg leave to refer your Lordfhip 
for further particulars to my Aid-de- 
Camp Lord Peterfham ; and I humbly 
take occafion to recommend to His 
IVlajefty's notice that Nobleman, as 
one-endued with qualities to do im- 
portant fervices to his country in 
every ftatibn to which his birth may 
lead. In this late campaign^ in par- 
ticular, his behaviour has been iuch 
as to entitle him to the fulleft ap- 
plaufc, and I am confident his me- 
rit will be thought afufficient ground 
for preferment, though deprived of the 
eclat and fort of claim which gene- 
rally attends the delivery of fortunate 
difpatches. 



) 

I have only to add, my" LortT r £ 
general report of the killed and 
wounded. I do not give it as corred ; 
the hurry of the time and the re- 
paration -of the corps, having ren- 
dered it impoifible to make it fo. 
The Britifh officers have bled pro- 
fufely and moft honourably ; all who 
have fallen were valuable, but the 
extenfwe merits which marked the 
publick and private character of Bri^ 
gadier-general Frazer will long re- 
main upon the memory of this armyv 
and make his lofs a fubject of par- 
ticular regret. Thofe who remain 
unwoimded have been equally for- 
ward ; and the General Officers fron* 
the mode of fighting, have been more 
expofed than in other fervicesv 
Among the reft I have had my 
efcapes. It depends upon the fen- 
tence his Majerfy mall pafs upon my 
conduct; upon the judgment of my 
profefiion, and of the impartial and 
refpettable parts of my country, whe- 
ther I am to efteem them bletfmgs or 
misfortunes. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

J. BURCOYNE. 

P. S. The above is an exact du- 
plicate of the difpatch fent by Lord 
Peterfham. Capt. Craig, of the 47th 
regiment, who has the charge of it^ 
is an officer of great merit ,* and is 
particularly worthy of notice for hav- 
ing ferved with unabated zeal and 
activity through this laborious cam- 
paign , notwithstanding a wound 
through his aim, which he received 
at Hubbcrton. 

No. I. 

Q&eher 1$, I777-? 
Lieutenant-general Burgoyne is 
defirous of fending a field officer,- 
with a meflage to Major-general 
Gates, upon a matter of huh mo- 
ment to both armies. He requefts to 
be ' informed at what hour General 
Gates will receive him to-rdorto\* 
morning. 

Major-general Gates. 

ANSWER. 
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ANSWER. 

Major-general Gates will receive 
a Field Officer from Lieutenant-ge- 
neral Burgoyne at the advanced poft 
of the army of the United States, at 
ten o'clock to-morrow morning, from 
whence he will be conducted to 
Head-quarters. 
Camp at Saratoga, 9 o*clock> 

P. M. Qftober 13, 1777. 
Lieutenant -general Burgoyne. 

No. II. 
Major Kingston delivered the fol- 

fowing meffage to Major-general 

Gates, Qftober 14, 1777. 

After having fought you twice, 
Lieutenant-general Burgoyne has 
waited fome days, in his prefent po* 
fition, determined to try a third con- 
flic! againft any force you could bring 
to attack him. 

- He is apprized of the fuperiority of 
your numbers, and the difpofition of 
your troops to impede his fupplies, 
and render Ids retreat a fcene of car- 
nage on both fides. In this fituation 
he is impelled by hamanity, and 
thinks himfelf juflified by eftablifhed 
principles and precedents of ftate, 
and of war, to fpare the lives of brave 
men upon honourable terms : mould 
Major-general Gates be inclined to 
treat upon that idea* General Bur- 
goyne would propofe a ceflation of 
,arms during the time neceflary to 
communicate the preliminary terms 
by which, in any extremity, he, and 
his army, mean to abide. 

No. III. 
Major -general Gates'/ Propofals ; 

together with Lieutenant-general 

Bi7R6oyne'/ Anfoncrs. 

I. General Burgoyne's army being 
exceedingly reduced by repeated de- 
feats, by defertion, ficknefs, &c. their 
provifions exhausted, their military 
horfes, tents and baggage, taken or 
deftroyed, their retreat cat off, and 
their camp invefted, they can only be 
allowed to furrenderpriibners of war. 

Anfwer. Lieutenant-general Bur- 
goyne^ army, however reduced, will 



never admit that their retreat Is cut 
off, while they have arms in their 
hands. 

II. The officers and foldiers may 
keep the baggage belonging to them. 
The Generals of the United State* 
never permit Individuals to be pil* 
laged. 

III. The troops under his Excel- 
lency General Burgoyne will be con- 
dueled by the raoft convenient route 
to New-England, marching by eafy 
marches, and fTanicierftly provided for 
by the way. 

Anfixtr* This Article is anfwered 
by General Burgoyne's firft propofal, 
which is here annexed. 

IV. The officers will be admitted 
on parole ; may wear their fide arms* 
and will be treated with the libera- 
lity cuftomary in Europe, fo long as 
they, by proper behaviour, continue 
to deferve it ; but thofe who are ap- 
prehended having broke their* parole* 
as fome Britifh officers have done, 
muft expect to be clofe confined. 

Anfwer. There being no officer in 
this army under, or capable of being 
under, the defcription of breaking 
parole, this article needs no anfwer. 

V. All public ftores, artillery, 
arms, ammunition, carriages, horfes, 
&c. &c. muft be delivered to Com- 
mifTaries appointed to receive them. 

Anfwer. All public ftores may be 
delivered, arms excepted. 
\ VI. Thefe terms being agreed to 
and figned, the troops under his Ex- 
cellency General Burgoyne's com- 
mand may be drawn up in their en- 
campment, where they will be order- 
ed to ground their arms, and may 
thereupon be marched to the river 
fide, to be pafled over in their way 
towards Bennington. 

Anjhver. This Article inadmiflible 
in any extremity. Sooner than this 
army will conient to ground their 
arms in their encampment, they will 
rufh on the enemy determined to 
take no quarter. 

YIL A ceflation oFarms to con- 
tinue 
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tinue till fnn-fet, to receive General 

Burgoyne's anfwer. 

(Signed) , Horatio Gates, 
Camp at Saratoga* 08. 14, 1777. 
No. IV. 

Major Kingftoh met the Adjutant- 
general of Major-general Gates's ar- 
my, October the 14th at fun-fet, and 
delivered the following meffage : 

If General Gates does not mean 
to recede from the 6th Article, the 
treaty ends at once. 

The army will to a man proceed 
to any act of defperation, rather than 
fubmit to that Article. 

The ceflation of arms ends this 
evening. 

No. V. 
Lieutenant-general Bu rcoy ne'/ Pro- 

fofahy together ivitb Major-gemral 

Gates'/ Anfiwers. 

The annexed anfwers being given 
to Major-general Gates's propofals, 
it remains for Lieutenant-general 
Burgoyne, and the army under his 
command, to ftate the following pre- 
liminary Articles on their part : 

I. The troops to march out of 
their camp with the honours of war, 
and the artillery of the entrench- 
ments, which will be left as here*. 
aRer may be regulated. 

. I. The troops to march out of their 
camp with the honours of war, and 
the artillery of the intrenchments to 
the vtrge of the river where the old 
fort flood, where their arms and ar- 
tillery mud be left. 

II. A free paflage to be granted to 
th : s army to Great-Britain, upon 
condition of not ferving again in 
North-America during the prefent 
conteft ; and a proper port to be af- 
figned for the entry pf tranfports to 
receive the troops whenever General 
Howe mail fo order. 

1L Agreed to for the port of Bpflon.; 

III. Should any cartel take place, 
by which this army, or any part of 
it, may be exchanged, the foregoing 
article to be vdid as far as fuch ex- 
change fhall be made. 
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III. Agreed. 

IV. All officers to retain their car* 
riages, hat-horfes, and other cattle j 
and no baggage to be molefted or 
fearched, the Lieutenant-general giv- 
ing his honour, that there are no 
public ftores fecreted therein. Major-* 
general Gates will of courfe take the 
ncceflary meafures for the fecurity of 
this article. 

IV. Agreed; 

V. Upon the march the officers 
are not to be feparated from the men ; 
and in quarters the officers fhall be 
lodged according to their rank ; and- 
are not to be hindered from afTembling 
their men for roll-calling, and every 
other neceflary purpofes of regularity* 

V. Agreed to, as far as circum- 
flances will admit. 

VI. There are various corps in this 
army, compofed of failors, batteai*- 
men, artificers, drivers* independent 
companies, and followers of the ar* 
my ; and it is expected, that thofe 
perfons, of whatever country, fhall 
be included in the fulleft fenfe and 
utmoit extent of the above articles ; 
and comprehended in every refpecl 
as Britifh fubje&s. 

VI S Agreed to in the fulleft extents 

VII. All Canadians; and perfons 
belonging to the Eftablifhment in 
Canada, to be permitted to return 
there. 

VI T. Agreed. 

VIII. PafTports to be immediately 
granted for three* officers, not exceed- 
ing the rank of Captain, who fhall 
be appointed by General Burgoyne* 
to carry difpatches to Sir William 
Howe, Sir Guy Carleton, and to 
Great-Britain, by the way of New- 
York, and the public faith to be en-* 
gaged, that theie difpatches are not to 
be opened. 

VIII. Agreed. 

IX. The foregoing articles are to 
be confidered only as preliminaries 
for framing a treaty ; in the courfe 
of which * others may ari fe to be con- 
fidered by both parties; for which 

purpofe 
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jMjrpofe it is propofed, that two of- 
ficers of each army fhall meet and 
report their deliberations to their re- 
ipe&ive Generals. 

IX. This capitulation to be fmifhed 
by two o'clock this day, and the 
troops march from thtir "encamp- 
ment at five, and*be in readinefs to 
move towards {Joflon to - morrow 
morning. 

X. Lieutenant general JSurgoyne 
will fend his Deputy Adjutant-gene- 
ral to receive Major-general Gates's 
anfwer to-morrow morning at ten 
O'clock. 

X. Complied with. 

(Signed) Horatio Gates, 
Saratoga, Oa. I£, 1 777, 
No. VI. 
The eight firll preliminary articles 
of Lieutenant - general Burgoyne's 
propofals, and the 2d, 3d, and 4th 
fcf thofe of Major-general Gates of 
yeflerday being agreed to, the foun- 
dation of the propofed treaty is out 
pf difpute ; but the feveral fubordi- 
nate articles and regulations nccef- 
farily fpringing from thefe prelimi- 
naries, and requiring explanation 
and precifion between the parries, 
before a definitive treaty can be fafely 
executed, a longer time than that 
mentioned by General Gates in his 
anfwer to the <jth article, becomes 
indifpenfibly neceflary. Lieutenants 
general Burgoyne is willing to appoint 
two officers immediately to meet two 
others from Major-general Gates, to 
propound, difcufs, and fettle thofe 
Subordinate articles, in order that the 
treaty in due form may be executed 
as foon as poffible. 

(Signed) John Burgoyne. 

Camp at Saratoga, 0#. 15, 1777. 

Major Kingilon has authority to 
fettle the place for a meeting of the 
officers propofed. 

Settled by Major Kingflon on the 
ground where Mr. Schuyler's houfe 
flood. 

' No. VII. ^ 

In the courfe of the night, Lieute- 



nant-general Burgoyne has receive^ 
intelligence, that a confiderable fore© 
has been detached from the army un- 
der the command of Major-general 
Gates during the courfe of the nego- 
ciation depending between them ; 
Lieutenant-general Burgoyne con- 
ceives this, if true, to be not only 3 
violation of the cefTation of arms, but 
fubverfive of the principles on which 
the treaty originated, viz. a great 
fyperiority of numbers in General 
Gates's army ; Lieutenant-general 
Burgoyne therefore requires, that 
two officers, on his part, be permitted 
to fee that the ftrength of the force* 
now oppofed to him is fuch as will 
convince him that no fuch detach- 
ments have been made ; and that the 
fame principles of fuperiority on which 
the treaty firft began, (HI1 exiih 

\btk oa. 

No. VIIL 
Articles of Convention between Lieu- 
tenant -general Burgoyne, and 
Major-general Gates. 

I. The troops under Lieutenant- 
general Burgoyne, to march out 
of their camp with the honours of 
war, and the artillery of the intrench*- 
ments, to the verge of the river, 
where the old fort flood, where the 
arms and artillery are to be left.— 
The arms to be piled by word of 
command from their own officers. 

II. A free pafTage to be granted to 
the army under Lieutenant-general 
Burgoyne to Great-Britain, upon 
condition of not ferving again in 
North-America, during the prefenc 
conteft ; and the port of Bolton to be 
affigned for the entry of tranfports, 
to receive the troops, whenever Ge- 
neral Howe fhall fo order. 

III. Should any cartel take place, 
by which the army under Lieutenant- 
general Burgoyne, or any part of it, 
may be exchanged, the foregoing 
Article to be void, as far as fuch 
exchange fhall be made. 

IV. The army under Lieutenant- 
general Burgoyne is to march to Maf- 

fachu fetts 
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fechufetts Bay, by the eafieft, and 
moil expeditious, and convenient 
xoute ; and to be quartered in, near, 
©r as convenient as pofiible to Boft^n, 
that the march of the troops may not 
be delayed when tranfports arrive to 
receive them. 

V. The troops to be TuppBed on 
the march, and during their being in 
quarter*, with prcvifione, by Major- 
general 'Gatei's orders, at the fame 
rate oP rations as the troops of his 
own army; and, if poflible, the of- 
ficers hOriee and cattle are Co be fup- 
plied with forage at the ufual rates. 

VI. All officers to retain their car- 
nage** bat4»0r <es arid other cattle, and 
*o baggage to be moleftcd or fearch- 
©d 5 iieupenaht- general Burgoyne 
giving his ^honour that there are no 
public ftores contained therein. Major- 
general Gates will of courfeT take 
the ittceffaVymeafottforthe due per- 
formawceot this Article : mould any 
carriage be < wanted during ' » the 
march, for the trapfportatlonef offi- 
cers baggage," they are, i^ pofiible, to 
be fupplied by the country at the- 
afual rates, v 3 ' '1 ' " ' 

VII. Upon the match,' anii during 
: the time the army- ihall remain in 

•quarters, in the Matfachtffctts- Bay,' - 
the o$cersra*e nbc/ ds far as oirctfm- 
Ihnces will admit; to be Separated 
from thoir.men. The offices are to 
be quartered according to*heir rank, 
and are not to be hindered from af- 
femblin^*heir men for rQll-ca}lings, " 
and other ncceffary purpofes of regu- 
larity. "' -.' " **• ■ --\ .- •' 

VIII. All corps whatever: of Ge-* 
neraLBoirgoyne'sarrny, whether com- 
pofed of tailors, bateau-men, arti- 
ficers, drivers, independent compa-' 
nies, and followers of the army, of 
whatever country, mall be included 
in the fulleft ienfe and utmoft extent 
of the above Articles, and compre- 
hended in every refpeft as tfritim 
fubjefts, 

IX. All Canadians and pcrforvs be- 
longing to the Canadian cflablifh- 



ment, confilKng of failors, batreau- 
men, ardncers, drivers,- indepen- 
dent companies, and marry' other 
followers of the army, who come * ' 
under no particular defcripribn, are 
to be permitted io return there ; they 
are to be conducted immediately by 
the fliorteft route to the. firft Britiia 
port on Lake George, aije to be fup- 
plied with proyifions in the fame 
manner as* the other* tniops, and to 
be bound by the fame condition of 
not fervtog during the prefent cfrrrteil 
in North- America. •[ ■/- 

X. faflpoxts to be immediately 
granted for threw, officers, not exceed- 
ing the rank of Captains, who mall 
be appointed by ~lieutenant*general 
Burgoyne, to carry difpatcnes to bir 
William Howe, Sir Guy Carleten, 
and to Great-fcitain, by the way of 
New- York; and Major-general Gates 
engages the public faith, -that the fe 
dilpatches fhall not be -opened. 7 The& 
officers are t» fet out immediately "af- 
ter receiving their difpatchesV and 
are to travel by the fhorteft route* 
and in the moft expeditious manner. 

XL During the itay of thelroops ia 
■the MaiTachufets Bay, the officers are 
to be- admitted on parole, and are to 
be permitted to wear^heir fkle arms.- 
XII. Should the army under Lieu- 
tenant-general Burgoyne^ *nd it ne- 
ceflaryto (efcd for their cloalhing and 
qther baggage from - Canada, they 
are to be permjtte&to do it in the 
^ttioft Convenient rnarmcr, and neceflary 
pailjports granted for that puppofe. 
XIir.'Thefe Articles are to be mu- 
tually figned and exchanged to-mor- 
row^ mornmg at nine o'clock ; and 
the- troops nnder Lieutenant-general 
Burgoyne, arc to march out of their 
irttrenchments at three o'clock in the 
afternoon . 

Camp at Saratoga >OS2ober 1 6, I/77 f 
Horatio Gates, Major-general. 

■ (True Copy.) 
To prevent any doubts that might 
arife from Lieutenant-general Bur- 
goync's name not being mentioned in 

the 
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the abdftre treaty,* Major-general 
Gates hereby declares, that he is un- 
derstood to be comprehended in it^ as 
folly as if His name had been fpeci- 
fically mentioned. 

HoftATIO Gates. 
No; IX. '. 

Minum of a Council of War, held on 
the Heights of Saratoga, 03Vi§tb} 

*777- 

PRESENT 
Lieutenant-general Burgoyne, Major- 
general Phillips, Major-eeneral Rei- 
defel, Brigadier-gerieral Hamilton. 
A The Lieutenant-general Slates to 
the Council thfi prefent Situation of 
Affairs, 

The ertemy in force} according to 
the beft intelligence he carl obtairi, 
to the amount of upwards of fourteen 
ihoufand meii, and a eonfiderabte 
quantity of artillery, are on this Side 
the FiSh-kill, and threaten an attack; 
On the o*tier fide the Hudfori's River, 
between this" army and Fort Edward, 
is another of the eriemy, the numbers 
unknown \ but one corps, which 
there has been an opportunity Of ob r 
ferving, is reported to be about dfc 
teen hundred me^n. They have like- 
wife cannon on the other fide Hud- 
fort's River, ahd they have a brigade 
below Saratoga church, by which 
the two anrties can communicate. 

The batteaux of the army have 
been deftrdyed, ahd no means appear 
of making a bridge over the Hudson's 
River, were it even practicable from 
the pofition of the enemy. 

The only means of retreat* there- 
fore, are by the ford at Fort Edwwra\ 
or taking the mountains, in order to 
pafs the river higher tip by rafts, or 
by another ford, which is reported to 
be practicable with difficulty, or by 
keeping the mountains j to paSs the 
head of Hudfen's River, and con* 
tinue co the Weftward of Lake George 
all the way to Ticonderoga ; It is 
true, this lift paflkge was never made 
-but by Indians or very fmall bodies 
of men. 
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In order to pafs cannon or any' 
wheel carriages from 'herice to Fort 
Edward, fome bridges muft be re-. 
paired under fire of the enemy from 
the oppofite fide of the river; and 
the principal bridge will be a work of 
fourteen or fifteen hours ; there is no 
good poiifion for the army to take to 
fuftain that work* and\ if there were, 
the time Slated as necenary would give 
the enemy on the other fide Hudfon's 
River an opportunity to take poll oh^ 
the ftroiig ground above Fort Ed- 
ward, or to dilpute the ford whil« 
Gen.. Gates's army followed in the 
rear. 

• The intelligence* from the lower 
part of Hudfon's River is founded 
upon the concurrent reports of pri- 
soners and deferters, who fay it was 
the news in the enemy's camp that 
Fort Montgomery was taken; and 
one man, a friend to Government, 
who arrived ye*fterday, mentions fome 
particulars of the manner in which it 
was taken. 

The provisions of the army may 
hold out to the 20th; there is neither 
rum nor fpruce beer. 

Having committed this State of 
fa&s td the consideration of the Coun- 
cil, the General re^uefts their fenti- 
ments on the following propositions ; 

i ft. To wait in the prefent poSitioa 
ah attadc from the enemy, or the 
chance of favourable events. 

ad. To attack the enemy. 

Jd. To retreat, repairing, the 
bridges as the army moves Sbr the ar- 
tillery, in order to force the paS&ge 
of the ford. 

4th. To retreat by night, leaving 
.the artillery and the baggage ; and 
Should, ft be round impracticable to 
force the paSTage with mufquetry, to 
attempt the upper ford, or the paf- 
fage round Lake George. 

, 5th. In cafe the enemy, by extend- 
ing to their left, leave their rear 
open, to march rapidly for Albany. 

Upon the firft proposition refolved. 
That the fituation would grow worfe 

O o by 
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hy delay, that the provinon now in 
ftore h not more than fufffrtent for 



ditipnal intelligence, that the enemy 
was mrrencbed at the ford* of Fore 




George 

attack when the ground was unfor- ward* tw#f&dJkk readinefs to un- 
ited, it is not probable they will do derake at their head any enterprise 
it now, as they We a better game CO of dirficulty or hazard that foonid ap»- 
flay ; pear to tliem within die. cotnpafs of 
The f- " *■ * - * 



fccond umdvifeablc and def- theJr v lbength and fpirit: He .idded, 
perate, there being no poffibflity of that he ha* rcafen;t0 believe a capi- 

inja^pn bti^beeai. ia. oontetapla- 
tWi: al^faaW perhap* of all, who 



reconnoitring the enemy 1 * pofjjuon, 
and their great fuperiority of nunv 
bers known, ^ 

The third uu practicable. 

The fifth thought worthy of con- 
federation by the JUcu tenant -general* 
Major-general Phillips, and Brigadicr- 
general Hamilton; but the portion 
of the enemy yet gives no opening 
for it- 

Refolved, That the fourth nropo- 
filkm b the only refource, ana that, 
to effect it, the utmofl fefrecy and 
Alencc h to be obferved ; and the 
troops are to be put in motion ftona 
the right in theitill part of the nigh*, 
without any change in the diipo- 
frtion. 

N, $. It, depended. opoat d»c 4*H- 
*erv of fix days prbviAon in due tia*e> 
andopon the f return of fcoiitftr. who 
had been fent forward, to examine 
fcy what route the army, ceald pro- 
laWy move the firfty^r. miles uadif- 
eovered, whether the plan flipuld take 
place on that day, or on the morrow. 
- The fcoats on their return reporled, 
that the enemy^ppiiaop^onour right 
was fuch, and they iadib many fmafi 
parties out, that it would be imp«£- 
fible to move without our jnafch Jxing 
immediately discovered. .:,:.". ,- 
Minutes find proceedings j^f^ Caiffwli 

of War^ conjtfiifig of all the Ge~ 

neral Officers and Field Qffictr^ 

imi Captains commanding. CV/s, 

, on the Heights of Saratoga, .Qtfo- 

for 13V 1777. 

The Lieutenant-general naving ex 



knew, ta**re*l Ituaaoa of things; 
that upon a circumstance of ruch ccm- 
£qw»ce » national and perfcnal ho - 
noar,. he. thought iit a. .duty » his 
*»untry> a*4 to Jrimfckf, >to extend 
hk Council beyond the uiual limits £ 
that the aifeably prefei* naght jaitiy 
U «tomed a faU. rrpreaWataioii ,4af 
the arwyf and that te&tsgMk&eafc 
himfelf unjustifiable in taking any 
Aep in Jb fcriow a matter, withe-ai 
fed a. concarieacc of" feateaenta as 
iaoaJdjaaks a treaty, car aft of the 
arn>y, u well as that of. the General. 
- The; St& a*eftion rherc&re ha4e- 
fired thetn to decide was, 
. " Whether as army qf $to* fight- 
ing man,, and weal provided with aa- 
tiflery, were ju&iiable* uppai the 
principles of national dignity, and 
military honour, in capitulating in 
anypoiEblc fitaatjenJ?' 

Refolved neau. con* in th* a&fr- 
xnative. . v ; <*m ■ 

^Qucfrion z. " Is the prefent fan- 
aaonof thatnaturei w * . >, 

. Jte&lved, nem. con. lhat the pre- 
ient ikuatisn juftines a capitulation 
ppoa honourable tenns. 

The Lien tenant-general than drew* 7 
jap the ;J njefla^e». marked No, a» in- 
loe papew jekovetto the nagociaiioo v 
aadiaid k berbce, the Qemmdi^ It 
waa< [u^attimoatfy aypxave4^ and 
upon, that toandaaiev jfcc, treaty 
opened. ^-. , . 

QfUber 14. Major Jangfto* hav* 



plained the firuation of affairs* ae in. ing. delivered die manage marked 
the preceding Council, with the ad- No. z,- returned with- tha piopofalfr 

marked 
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ta&tbe^Coancfrof* Atoms */:>OJtori, killzd; l *wt>undtd t 

and tyi]$Bg. - ' 

: ftfe)o> Grant df the 24A rerirnent, 

ma* » <>- ■ - - ^ 

Captains Wight of the l r $d, Johcs> 
JU^ArdtJ*^ &du)td&. 

Lieutenants We&o^'asd Wr|g}r£> 



marked' N0..3, 

War being afijraAledag^ki^hilJk^ 

tesant*getntal Jai<Mhem ^b*fafr-itf, 

jejeftthe 6th Awiolev net «<**«***- 
mit of it ia aay t*treWy whafcweK 
Thr. Ltewenawgiricral ti»H - kU 



Wore tHc ,Co*ticii**be. aft*ve« to ^raj^ni^Ltica^ Cbbfce, ; O&ns, 



Majfuvgraerai Cfeae^petyofikj ris 
JD«rked»ti» fame pay*?, tbgetfct 

raarkedr No* 4* wkkh wait ailjjri 
jraulty approved o£ -;: it ,'..u;.vVu 
OfcA^ij. ?ke£euiidttaiag*£ 
&mhl«i again, Major^ncnd Gatefcfe 
afrfortrscao liautenaat-geaer*! Bfc*- 
goyne's propofid* were kid ktfere 
<&uri^kheraip«* « wamfelvwi, -that 
4hajr««mAtWaa6ijr, anA^riafBdei* 
gecimdfoE procet^injiw a <**ftfl4&t* 

yfc^>r* */•/** Wkdi>vqmU*d,ml 

frifme*s^tbe>$*kijk>ir*0ps, (till 
. «r«fi >Y*a**r <amteccU*md} 4mdir 



*»$ #tto, •• C**rfcv Mafc1tereie; r >Rci 
beittoo, Turhbull, *i ft dittoj ptf*g-* 
*A, i^kWtfe/'ftcy^i ffen/ey, 
$toart, 6ad dittP, Hagg&l? of tfe 
&4ria*»> Ck^a.M; ^comf Lieute- 
nant Royal Artillery; i/Zfc/r • 

ta*«tM^£Wifr u -'* "■■"-■* -■ ; 
- Adfetat* <F{bfi^& f 6*d <Htw, 

w*. -' ■'-••■ ■'-■■ * ' v" 

Lieatenaat-catenels Lynd, of 30th 
i*$lmtoii Anftrtrthei 1 , 63d ditto, 
mumded, in two different "ac* 

tittlS. ■;*■•.: 

*> ' : Mafef Forte*, 9th ditto, Adand; 
«6ifc ditto, -Agnew, ij.th dittoj Ear! 



/^ xtmmtnd tf Lt€nunawt-gtner*l <*£ Befcarres, "$i<* ditto, Harnagev 



Raaaaywa* m&gtktt vx f 1777. 

1 Brigadjer^gefcoal, 1 iMv, % 
Captains, ij Lieatenaaa^a «%n», 
<ia £er?eafltv? '^tn*mert> ,}i 3 rank 

*tafcajdfik,*4»*W/ .-' 
. i Lieaianaatwooionel*, 5 Mtffott, 
17. Qapraiiwy ii£ . Jiiw&»nw*tt, 4 
JEa&gn*, 1 Adjutant, 3$ S«je-ant*, 
-4 !^rn*imflrs^ .y 15 .- rank and ^te, 
moulded* > * 

a A^jiws^r Cap*ain«, 5 Lieate- 
nai«ts, a iLnfignay ^^«pgcoii; 4'Selu- 
jjmnta,; .a'^riaameBJi 4J raffk and 

Brigadiai -: general: Prazetv ^r 
i**n^« C'JarkeriJtedad«fc.Cwnp talieA- 
;iej»ntvg«ieraJbBmr^m», ^'JUEk^. 

Captain Green ©f tkr^jft n#- fori, 21ft ditto,' William^, Steel, 

ment, Aid-de>dtti^;tt> Ma^OF-gene^ tgth ditto, Richardfon, 34th ditto, 

jal Phiflips, Captaia Bloomfield of Hanghton, Cullan ? 53d ditto, Jones, 

the Royal A*tiikr7, Major of Brigade ^otk ditto, Smitlr, Howarth 4 ilo^al 

Xt Maioi^gratral Phillips, <wou?dad r Artillery, wounded* 

Captaia Mchkv of «be 9U1 regL Eftfigns Cortnei, 20th ditto, Blake, 

jnent, Deputy Quartp#*jMfer fce^ Hervey, 6id ditto, Baron d'Salons, 

#eral, prifoner* 9th ditto, wounded. 

O Oo 2 Adjutant 



-M^tfev wadded, in v t^t> diiRrrertt 
actions. 

i fcapft^-^fe h^»m ery/ Sweeten^ 
-k«m, Stapyltori ^ce lead of nfe 
*^OMnd«) jth ditto, Weyms, t)ow^ 
H»g, StaftJey-j Fftro^ujre, aoth ditto> 
■Strange^ys, ' 2 4th ditto, Ramfe^ 
lift ditto, tilake, i4.th iitto, Harrw; 
•Rofs, 54^1 ditto, L Craig, 47th ditto; 
Skritttpton, ■ Hanbury, 6z& dittoj 
<&&ttd/d. s " 

Lieutenants, Batterfby, light iit- 
-fantry, 29th ditto, Fifherton, gr< r 
nadiers 21ft d'itto, JUchardfon, gre- 
nadiers J 4tk J ditfo (wounded in two 
different aftions) Rowe, Stavefyy 
'I|l»rmy, Prince, 9th ditto, I>ow r 
ling, 29th, doing duty with the 20th 
dkeo, Doyle, 24th ditto, Ruther- 
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A^WtMAt Fkldfeg, 9th 
wounded. '* 

Majers Aeland, comn>andih£ the 
grenadiers, WilfiaaH, Royal Amlv 
lery, ^rifomert. «■- -•■"; 

Captains Montgomery, Mc*ey» 
9th dittos frifomr* 

Lieutenants Johnfcn, York, 39th 
juitto, Howard*, Royal Arplkry, /«- 
fomers. - • • 5 

E< figna D'A^troc^NfyJor, tod 
&*6» frifontrs. ' > 

. Surgeon Shelley, 9th dip*, /f£- 
fener. * • . * / 

J. BiJIicoywbj Ljenienant-geaeral. 

N, B.'Krtm the I2fh; the iofs by 
kitted/ prifone*, and defertioti, 'was 
very cwdideratle. K [London GaxJtu. 

[Qbfervationson tbc f receding Get* 
x#te.— Gen. Buttjoyne fays, at the 
beginning of his fetter, *£** /& /»• 
*&?*/> Canadian*, tyc.Uft bjim% but 
it is not laid, *u£rrri nor «v^*, du« 
happened. A little low«r> he fays, 
/ /**# upon myfelf the meafure efffetW* 
ing faffed the Hud/sits River. Mi- 
nifters fay, he ought not tfc>have pair- 
ed the river, tiling knew that Gene- 
ral Howe, or Sk H. Clinton, 'or 
fomebody, were ready to «o-operate 
with him. Further &11> he uys, *a 
critical junfiton of Mr.-Ga4ee's /pre* 
*mitb Mr* WaJbington % might fofflhly 
decide the fate of thenar. . This is a 
pretty ftrong 'opinion of "General 
HoweV fituation; for if General 
Gates has joined General WaifytxigfOn 
(and there is no reafon to s doubt k) 
it is more than probable, the fate of 
the war Js decided, before this time* 
General B^irgoyneV next expreJk* 
is, the failure of my junction with Six 
Harry CI futon* or the hft of 9ff Fir- 
treat to Canada, could only it a fat* 
Hal ^misfortune. > The misroartufte is 
decifive* to all intents and purpo&s* 
In the paper, Number MIL General 
Bnrgoytie fays, be is informed General 
Gates bm made a confidermble detach* 
ment from his army* No anfwer is 



ditwt given to thi* paper- 
' feoftad 



^Theiftfftf ami 
queftiotts projKried t6r ithi 
Council of War; ^oa eh* ifeiratMh 
of Qftrf»^wete*t tcc^bd idafeaed 
ooly atCo^imftkert Hall, ^a^fe/me 
futh place, notin aCauo^tffWar. 
Not a word is n**o«fee4of the &#£■ 
of Great±£r*J*]i*> (et^of^M >winy, 
nor 1$ the "word r*jW cmc<rrfirtfer-Aifc 
oft tbrcitghoof this Ga«m** *% 
thefe terrtwir* ikbifttttfd^ *Ar &/>r> 
f*4jp Lie*tifat-gtnerat<>Bt&gfynei 
and the enemy. I*tt^^wrtW«*t 
^erfaatiOlV'that the ^«r» office 
kbfodiand wounded, is only to t&e 
*»# '+f Oqobef* and that- at the 
i#/«w* Of thcre*urn^iti>AWi *Tha^ 
/»» the lath, the lo*^ifikd/&c: 
4s vei^we^derabte** ^tfc-Mty it, 
it.notiaid, that nwjr, ifnoturJvthe 
Brunfwkkers have tensed ilie Aoitti - 
cans? The >5ii'&p" >v ^' ; -> ". 
. ■■•■»i- ifii t rafc ^ y<> '^s 

A^tfy, i$*b of Qrfofrtnyy'r. 

■^ Sir,'* ' • ■'" **■'"*' \***l' :ry«*> ■ 

I Kayo tbepfea&rr «e And your 
itfonouflWe Geimcii tins rriddfed 
copy of a convention, bywhichirienV 
teaant-jjeneral Burgoyne furrendercd 
himfclf and his whole Tirrny on the 
ryth inftant into my hands. They 
are now upon their nwchtowsrw 
Bofton. ' General Gfovernand Gene- 
ral Whipple, wifh a proper guaid of 
militia, efcort them, and are to pm- 
yide all <tich neeefiary ar tides as may 
be wanted upon the march. I am 
to extremely bnfyt in puihing the 
army forward to ftop tbcortlgjareer 
of General Vaugban up Hud6^$ 
River, that 1 have only- time to ac- 
quaint you» that ay friend General 
Lincoln's ^ H in a fait* way of deV 
inj weH, and to tefHry with whsft 
rerpeftlans, 
> . Your much obl^ed, 

* -- arid moft obedient, 
humble fervant, 
- HtHt^no Gatis-. 
8> the B**>tbt Frefident of ' *■«.-* 
h the C*un*U of the State . - 
ofMaffachnffettBay - {The 
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[Tht Ain^icWCopjb$fcithteiC<inve«r; ^ jweyious. »fo &ej*s ^journflaflnt, 
* tk>n U]thW«re6^itht*<tofUibli&«t, 'viz. 

in*k*l4n4&iQvzet#t] Vo .; jjo v /.MVgfplvwifc ^ftt't^rjoopsui^e* 

In$9flfaipc94cd9f thejfo»egaing«w. ^GenraA&Hrgoyne, ^gojarrereiintih* 

sHiftbtjpn *K§a*#oga.ftbWflh of.o barracks on Proipeci: a^, Winter 

. 0£fe^.t777^ ri-."- ' > s .;. -~:H{Uffgc4ild fuc^e^^/as<a;_C#n- 

The Ipllewing-winfeejps lajd)4own/:mittee of both r^^>kereafter t« - 

- JMtifh ft-pjto^ j tr* '.•■,v:_- J ^443 o they !cbtain fui table houfes for tfo^ 

BrHnrwiricfin^iJther G«- . ^ gtoe.ralH^Q0i?, t ^47Mppejr rp^m* &r 

*. jINBiutroaps .{•-..■ i,,;r^ 2198 the other officers of raok^.tlie,.^ 

;Ca**cHans,*f¥oWrtiters&C* >io<>, reigai tr;Q©j& t<fc)>e fcppf ,fepapH« : .from 

-$$aff\ — - *- ■.-:;- - „- r . -? ; . ■ - 1 * -; the Britifh as far as practicable ; botV 

oflcers ,swd . ibl&ers: to be , pr«y$$ML 



»Sfck wid.wamtAe^kfc in tht ' 
-iyBiWOi' oamfotwjfcen Gen, 
* B*rg»)«ie begurf Ms an 

£efidts4ke above there were, 

' killed, wounded, taken, 

And defcrted, of Britiih, 

♦Getmanv, a»^ Canadian 

troops under General Bur-..- 

L "9, between d*e 6th «*f 

and tftk-of OAo* 

er^ -.-•* - - -3933 

Inall 9*13 



1 



Amxnt of Brafs tytdnanep, ■£&■•- </«- 


' iivtred V up rtfc Ggnirai Gates on tbt 


iltbtfQ&ibcr* f; v 




#5* - * - 


^4 Donaders 
ii ditto *. 


..■-•-♦ - - •4''-*, 


. .-,. . .-. ,. 1$ r 


►6 ditto- 


» ■ ■ -T •-.■4,,... 


3 dfttb .-,; 


Boyal Hewitt* 5 r* 


5|intn 


Bwift Mortars, 3; - 


■' 9 iacV - 


' %*;(!tr-rrGrf 


1 ;H .-.-. *■ 



v* ?-.-• vj^jASofbiafiRiber 
fides tthofe ta4ten atr*o»wgton. - * 
' . Standsof ajtfi& conrplete, 7000 — 

Befides the military pfagft, {large- 
quantities of Crrdn*nce itpresy <k>ath- 
ing for 7O0O;PrQvlnfiiaIa, tents> &c« 
Ac. -.■•*' ii'f ri -;■ 



Boston^-O^o^ 30V ■«• >y 
The following , refblvos: paflfcd the, 
v* General Aflemfely of this State, 



from coming into <He-jown of Bollon, 
or 'on this fide Chai;ies-town neefct 
and the Committee aforefaid are, 4i- 
reded to fixiiich limus for the re- 
Ibaint of officers and foldiers, as may 
iecure the public from any ill confe- 
quences, fo far as may- be confiftent 
with a ftrift fulfilment of the Con- 
vention. That the reprefentauves of 
the town of Bofton be u Compnktce 
empowered to aiFord ail fuch affifl- 
amf^ to General Heath, in the pro* 
cotement of fuel, by in.furance or 
otberwife, as-they fhall Judge wiH 
beA favour the public intereft* That- 
every veHel coming from the ealt-. 
ward for this . purpofe, be furniflied 
with a j»fs figned by Gen. Heath, 
certifying that the wood in thofe vef- 
fels is for the fole ufe oi* the army 
witkiGen. Burgoyne, -now prifoners 
of wot m the itate of the Maflachu- 
fett»Bay: and that if ihe is taken, 
that army, muft be the fufferers. 
': And it is furtKer refolved, That 
no inhabitant of the United States, 
mmyiifHher perfon whateveri ftall 
ata«y time enter the limits; affigned 
£oa preventing their communication 
With the prifoners, without a writ^ 
ten *iicence obtained for that pur- 
poie,;£rom the Council to General 
Heath, under the pain of military 
difcip ; ine, whkhGen. Heath is here- 
by empowered and requeued to inflict. 
That the Committee aforef id be 
directed to appoint a proper number 
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4f>#ribiw of crack* *n4; approved 

fidelity to buy and deliver out to the 
pritof/s the various foxtfi of provi- 
3pfy jjroMfU to BoAon market, the 
jjodnce .c? this Hate, that, they fralj 
ip?$4, over and abov,e the^ rations to 
fc fuppliedby General Heath, in. 
&$^ quantities as will be needed for 
thtir conrumpU^n while here ; which 

Sail be j>uraafed with the currency 
'tfie^UnHei States, of fane of tbemj 
^Ckhffi- jlra^n out of the treasury by 
erder of Council, and ibid at the 

Sices given for them ; and if the 
pe is paid for in any part in gold 
,0* filver,' the fame ijjall be depofited 
in jhc ^public treasury, to be drawn 
thence as the court {hall order ; and 
the perfons appointed as above, fha^l 
$>e under AricTt bond, of f«ch tenor. as 
j£e£oaacil mall order, few a faithful 
4f#Wf£ of their duty 

Provided nevertheless, That in call 
£he Committee directed to appoint a 
number of per^pns to buy and deliver 
put $0 the prifonexs provifions, Ihoijld 
£ad that mode of procedure does not 
anfyer thejpurpofe deftgned, or mould 
iftiak it for the intereit of thegovcrnr 
menttq. difcentinue it; that upon their 
repre&nting the matter to Council, 
{hey, the Council, are hereby em- 
powered to order the fame to be dis- 
continued, and 'p make fuch other 
ftgulati^ns as, they think n^ceiTary. 
That the Honourable Council be rc- 
<juefled to orde/ one thouiaud men, 
including officers, and as many more 
as they und necefiary, from fuch part 
of the militia of this itaie as they 
mall judge equitable, to ferve a* 
guards, and to be under the command 
©f Gem Heath. 

And that John X a >^ or an ^ Nathan 
Culhing, Efqrs. be a Committee, 
ivith fuch as the Honourable Houfe 
jHiall join^ te* carry this cefolve into 
execution 'j, and that theyadvife with 
General Heath v touching the feveral 
matters mentioned, in the foregoing 
refblvc. 



E*tr*a jfr a, 10*4* &Mh.#0- #Vv 

-* QJkff f£, tip St**, of & M?f«- 

" Gentlemen, < - , , 
; . «* You w# doubde&, j>e ftgrprjftd 
to £nd a ; ve#el in ^alfaii ac&eticd to 
you, from.tjus boat*}, jUfttil j*e in- 
form you, ihe is, taJcc*v*$D)it go- 
vernment, $0 go J?pre& Ufqp the 
moll important pcca&on- &*fe - this 
country eyer, ex^rkacoaV,f.8ut be- 
fore we enter upon + detail ,©£ this 
iappy event, it will nftt, we pflcfome, 
be unacceptable to give you a-geoeral 
view of our. public, a ^w^ fa c ^ >the 
fortunate a^jo^ ^/Tffiftfc* and 
Princeton ia the, JflriSs^ U*$tdofe 
of the lail campaign* &*& Hewe 
feeing hi* caitfcnea*j#t*i>r9i* t»p^ 
found k ^c^i^to.^lkftj^fe^rmy 
at an4 a&H* Jfe^fe&k^W* .tk» river 
Raritc*,, wjiexe^hfin^^njfeeqfih^ 
and covered op all £4«4f jfcMWW for 
a time, inacceffiblfe tfr/QenAj*} Waft- 
ington, who counted J*i*ifa& whitA 
his army was recruiting to bsa* back 
Gen. Howe's foragers, and hanafs his 
out-potts. It is the prevalent opinir 
on here, that the JSriuffc General ori- 
ginally deJSgned ^j^m^t^XUr 
Jadelphia through ih% jer^&^.tf&j 
aflually made, an e^ctf^.bojt whether 
he k*ew it tqJw jmpraclticiblii : .JJFpfli 
the be^nning^ or , found it fo ^poa 
trials we canned ^atermine, th^ ^ 
is, that he retreated to Staten-Iflan^ 
About Midfummer he ensb$r)&*l ^his 
troope, Ac«es, &c. ff Qt§ .^^C|U ;»4 
after a tedions paflage arrived ia 
Chefayeak Bif, where he landed at 
the head of th^ 4wg£..£Uf« a^d 
marchinjg through a dj^a^r WHltry, 
thinly inhabited* camje, to th»^ivex 
Brandv-win«^dxHU 3P 4 .xaiL9$ f&m 
Pl^ladelphia. Althon£^Gea f .-fiow* 
made ufe of evexy poifible Ilrauge^ 
to miilead Gen. Waihington, he ne- 
vertheless traversed. his. d^%ns, and 
wuh a pea^traMOB, peculiar fp him> 
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fAf, predicted, that* the Bank* V the* fieRogcers were killed and wounded 



Delaware .wooldr.be the fctae of t fa 
tiweeon*e(L In that vicm$y -Gen** 
Washington n**» and togg^t > tirti 
enemy* But though neither ..coik 
rage was wanting in Oil- tfoorw* >or; 
coqdacUn oiaro$cjcts, ac*tthU*.ttWdi- 
nefs ia <:hartfift» v and q«cka«fs irt* 
fortuity, (which nothing but rcal 
a&Wm' Q«ri give any troop*) were 
wanting and we loll the ground, 
tfeo*gn- it was dearlv bought with 
Bfttith '-U^od* By the faireil com- 
putatio* tfc* epkmy had MM-kiftM 1 . 
and w»Mde<k^hfl|(0rtri*y the Jttdt 
ejtfadrrettfrto.dt** not eflteed iwlf 



on both-fidos. We loft in the 
aftionv wkkJh continued upwards of 
two hours,, iadodlng killed, wound- 
ed, and miftafe, Officers and privates, 
ohifc ^oo men. Witty refpecVto the 
enemy, k is the. opinion of the mo ft 
judicious, that two morefoch aftions 
(dfcoogh ob.mt. fide. uir&ccefsfuiX 
would ruin: Gen. Howe's project* ; 
w&k with kilted, wounded, Acknefs, 
apd defertion, an army; waicfc has no 
recruits Jawing to -it,, exhaafts be- 
y$pd computation. Sortie advan- 
tages indeed the enemy derive from/ 
their rfleet> and-' Generals Vaughaa 



tfwnumfcer.- However»mattOf» ware- and Tryon have lately gone up Had- 



now btougbe'tc* tt*s crttfe'that.GMA 
}frwt«tm*ltt fanfe *h* open caturifc|u, 
•mA Offr WiAingtoa the city,, 

choftth«HCo0tt*ryi tent the comritand 
e£* ferven the Delaware, where 



fenY River witli about 4000 men* 
and attacked Fort Montgomery, 
which was garrifoned with* about 
$qo; bsfore we could relive it, they" 
t^ok it, bat not without the expense 
of much blood ; ic commanded- a. 



th* paf»ia : ft> well defended, by*}**, ftroagpafs xn-th*e«river, and Having 
ymue de&fcey that the Roebuck r a 
Brkift 40 gu« mip, is already funk, 
tvid two* other* -have been 4 repirlfed„ 
and which have hitherto -ffrevented 
aayi'veflels from ; fcettiirg up to the 
city. 

. "The feoond -important anShon; 
was- at <or near German town, about 
7- miles from Philadelphia, where the 
enemy were attacked, broken, and 
jepilUedr i their trpin of artillery was 
anally in our pofleflion,* and the 
wreath of viftony juft ready to crown 
the: Amerfean hero, when an unfor- 
tunate ckrcnmftance matched h from 
his brow* A diviiion of thenrjBy* 
who a&ed-as-ra dorps de referve, 'was 
ordered to* -ttdVance nearer to their 
vi&orwH brethren, who blowing to a 
thiek fog, the feaoke of themrtfllery; 
and from feme ireld* n£ tfbAbre fired 
by Gen: HoweV orders 'to- cover the 
retreat) <was jrtffbkcn fbr the enemy, 
whkh put our teOop^ into, diibrder; 
and occafioned a -retreat on our fide* 
*pon which die enemy rallied, foon 
recovered their arpllery, and retook 
their own lino*. Some General and 



fallen into their hands, we werelob^ 
liged ,to burn the hulls of two Coa- 
tinental frigates. ' It is alfo (aid they 
have proceeded- fardiei' uo^, and have 
ftolen fome cattle, and ileftroyed fe- 
veral houfes. However Gen. Pjt- 
nam, with an equal nrixnber, is now 
in their rear, and Gen. Gates hav- 
ing difincumbercd himfelf of hia 
pnibners, and detatched 4000 men toi 
repoftefs Ticonderoga, is advanced to* 
Albany, and we hope will not long 
fuffer them to remain unpunifhecL 
Gen. Parfons in the mean time has 
orders; if pofllble, to inveft New* 
York; and 8000 men under Geri* 
Spencer are at their rendezvous upon 
ac expedition againft -Newport and 
Rhode Ifland. 

" Permit ns now* to point your 
attention 00 the North, where a blaze 
of glory reflects new lulhire upoit 
American arms -^- An army, whkh 
Britain was a confiderable time col* 
lecling^ affiled by her a3 lies r marched, 
well appointed from Canada early 
this fpring, had before we fufpefted, 
that the enemy were £> numerous- i* 

that 
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tSat part of America; invefted our 
fertrefsof Ticondcroga, the grand 
avenue to the New-England Sates* 
Time, and a ftria fcrotiny* will dtf- 
cover upon what grounds (bet true k 
is) this important fbrtiefs, gairifcoed 
by near 5000 troops, well armed and 
appointed tinder the command of 
Gen. St* Glair, was fcavcely attacked 
before it was. evacuated, and to odf 
aumnimment, in an inftant wan Out 
country hud open u> the triumphant 
entry of lieutenantigeneral Bur* 
goync/and hii cruel abettors* wkHft 
our brave ftULiers retreated before 
them, with fullest refaitment, alter* 
aately againft their own, and me 
enemy** General. But the militia 
l ontpol cd of the main body of the 
people were by no means drrmayed; 
and finding all the blefltngs of life at 
hazard, ruined to the field whh ardour 
amiemulation* • 

■ " Congrefs immediately feeer- 
ftded St* Clair, and appointed Gen. 
Gates, to conduct a band of hardy 
warriors, who only wanted good offi- 
cers to lead them to victory. He 
rallied our broken army, and fuels 
was the deferved confidence in this 
great man, that when he gave the 
word to ft and, each animated band, 
both of army and militia, were im- 
moveable. Jfurgoyne, in the mean 
time, in all the wantonnefs of victory, 
imifered, if not encouraged his favages, 
and Canadians, to \ murder the dif- 
txmTed inhabitants, and advanced in- 
to the . country as he too vainly 
thought, in the chara&er of a con- 
queror* 

41 The, firft prtfage of his fate was 
a feverc check at Fort Schuyler, (for- 
meriy * Stsmwix) an important poft 
upon the Mohawk river; where a 
Colonel St, Leger, with a motley 
mixture of Briton§,Waldeckers, and 
favages was mHied upon and difper&d 
by a brave Httlegarnfon, commanded 
by Colonel -Gonrevelt. Had Gen* 
Burgoyne been wife, he would have 
taken this as a hint, that he was on 



daajgesous ground. Soon after this 
event a detachment of 1500 were ient 
totakepeftat Bewriugton, with or- 
^m\n%m iiyhu^b^kyf^ » « 00- 
pott Aaity ouVved-* to eenerati ^fne 



re 

country." Thefe welT aniusd arid 
dtfciplefledlttops haHed ftverkl wiles 
flsort of their definition, and in- 
trenched f and by* party of nri&tittj 
under tke command of the bnrve 
General Safcksj aftlfed by jao-Gon- 
tketftia* tMopt, of OotWel Wttmet's 
batmHcfe, dtere twice attacked* their 
limi im*m h *JNl*k;*A <** naff 
of oW were killed and tdade pte 
forts* TMa wis IWknvedo^atf ac- 
tion mete knportarlt at Bem*rW 
Height*, aiwut^omfiefftornvWhafly; 
and where aright ooiy ptevener/d tfcc 
Americans from smother vi&ory*' The 
but efbrt of this-ham^d army was an~ 
attack apow tfctf left end centre of 
Oeneral Gates*! army, unto *hc 
omamend of General* Lincotn aftd 
Arnold. An aftion T which though- 
marked with the unfortunate wOUflds 
of thete brave Generals, terminated 
to the kmour of American arnts* 
General Frazer felly wkk *<great 
number of Britons, and die flower of 
the Britifh army retreated in disor- 
der, with great lofs ; they werttpur- 
fued into their lines; their hofpkal,* 
confining of 300 iick and wounded; 
fell into our hands, and die baggage* 
of a German batalionv During thefe 
transactions our light troops * hung 
continually upon the flanks, and 
rear of the enemy ; intercepted their 
convoys, deftroyed their magaeinee, 
(daily beating in their -guards and 
makinr prifeaers. They, harraned 
and exhausted by inceuant duty, the 
iword, famine y or captivity became 
the wretched alternatives of this vaunt- 
ing invader of America j tMJkeivJbof 
a few weeks before, in a pompous 
manifefto/ proscribed the beft blood 
of the country as traiterous, was now 
ar their mercy ; his threats, that by 
the blemng of God, he would extend 
the influence of his arms far and near, 
denouncing 
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denouncing r &r^^^{^:iA«9ii8vft ft&a tfcey Jkal:itt>rJtoadiibr eight 

n^cfc L iajureji^pfio$$, «P#«Hp4>tHpod dajii thati^hcy -hrid ojftlyct&eafi**. 

hi% own >w^4^ orfd ■. of ^OrfWfcfiMflfe idatn&g fo* fat efcdajfly r^whiah Gen& 

who WBfttfMp of £a*afe ^Atihwa i*k»iRnn$<#m*> pro»fed «o JMptaoopi 

full 4qoo .twetfc WJiedlTtaken^t>t*m$ «fe^<te^9H^^8nv.dqftTOy! *re*y 






ami lGAhuHoAx irafttfed, -ailedgingftia 



*tefe>fot. bWeik«i^h^ftk^upt«fe i^V&rtfa* f*to»tiiia^bepriqi$ 

p¥k <&&v&ng «tflftnMfc#^ift*i*> oft^thfcdbfcirf hwitefceaiunu T* 

G«n^ t J^wofccfc*** Strove <&*£ feeute thmr without fcaa&i#*g«pan!l; 

Wife /Alt cwdjjdton^iflurrAiartW* he^hidimriedttfcfcflU* JtiA^iieiluriie 

*^|ftitovflot»^|^of9^^? T obl^rttft ptaoeuwitJi lktle erefo&board&rwr 

^tr^K^^ *tttt ^pesrtiiWalhxi. <JMC*y^<>rte t)f -wMcJr.w&t hneofe^ 

^g<&^noiiiv w.jona r**rA -^tnlt^'A flb*«^iUBSrTilrf;jW3u>j|c; ©r>m uj&il a^ 

■ i tc Haying fh^^iW ^<mciibm« qv »> £#c. ^, if kJi^;h^T>^j!Miyi&g. 



4«tattflferoiW;puWk afciwy jot* and- 
y<rt*r «M5^w^i<W«iJnar^ibfw'i judg* 

tftm*- jhar-jwo^ardh crUel, .pejjplir 



ptefe-;<o£ iifc. ibldtetf; ^o Whe^'jour- 
people cametothefjwt, andettanhiied 
tfy*hry dtfcfrirtrexLthe ffiratageift, W 
/Ar totea** i«W * general Jfo&jtyfitf: 

Ff/UgM'e&tQfZ »? ; 



; tybj:£S»<t> Wa$H America >fc Gewwd: Buirgoyncjwas. Jxrgiro 
5 J r ' r r hiiiinal aiifwexvat tuxte inn tike <morn* 

u^^DADbe?- 17* He delayed \i<rfo 
tjfc j) aftj mintitt, wheo Getierat Gate* 
ordeiwL the- drums 06 beat for thrf 
dflault. Me thti cribe , Mt bft . ^wjfr* 
b<tt&; rsde xp: Jto Genenat Gnttxj ami 
pxtfrited Mnjbmd. , Tifre trobjjw. fofe 
lpV^d,r.aJwi>nahlc:Jay rank as thejr 
pafled> ilatt doisfii <tbekjffms.' Our 
troripa.dt' tJut.&mec.timffiiaSafckeif in* 
to jthftir ikes* to thfc;tifti& of Ya*M* 
^wtf* fGtniiil Bi/ppBymr. w^i? re* 
ceived^ vvitlr. cdfw& r aatf* dincdr^ndt. 
General Gates, w&o faid jfotKirtg to* 
kuid *Oiiiin, except aMnf , how he 
ccmld iind iA 4 his heart to: iurir the 

p00«( CWMtfsy ; t p€0|Sifs : l»*fel ^hetci 

eyer.fee paijed .^rW ahfifered,*-that 
it. Wafi:tHe — rr^— Vandtrs. :.;; He was 



bapraffed* and^beaten^inMaf the fea^ 
caa*ioith^W<fteh*tworidv^hdtki^ 
rep^fed^o chehnidlahdrit^cn,. Wlwne 
enje it^rxittest: ; difpiritec^/n hroteri> * and ; 
impWfoftad r oiur jniiitia .would ne- 

d«:(t)trajftite im;thtt t ^oh|i ^^ f -*hw*»-- 
airee* oitf, by /driviaj^rriiejDv live tot 
independent pco pie, j < Weirrfhaall - be 
imicjt! morr iircnuoLSJt^ic titttfe .fcmi- 
mw*ts, \vh«» mitme qoarter^Ut zisa&4 
are impo«flve^uand\ r in' another ten 
umphann 7 *: ■-£■.♦ d-?^.-:- -v- . •/.,-:•- 

JfotraSofa Letter frvui-JFeOis^dut^ 

. *f G^itrwdcBurgoynAuwiaatbeatetti 
iri-a fai^batde,vbyiiOut mtitia, Jiis ; 
<;amp torched, 3ml'> taken wkhrtean^: 
nony baggage &cs? )^he- aony-fied 
to aaother foxdtoedb vptrft* - whftre : *he^ » 
weretfunouhded ^thfepr^ifton^ com^ 
ing to them from Ctnrathc taker*/ and 
Geaepd Gates- driitKe fo^rt'of atf« 
tacking^ them again; wheo: General 
Burgoyhe agreed to capitulate. It is 



for moll part of the rime Very Jilent, 
and feeaned.imuch deje&edt, v Soma 
fevv^Of th«:New E«glami : inen*icftted 
to have hint in their hand* for half 
an JiQur;-rT$eing.aBLed for what piwu 
pofe ?----they faid, they would do him 
; no manner of harm$ — they would 
P p p only 
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only tar and feather him, and make 
hinvftand on the heai««f one of his 
empty beef barrels, and read his wtn 
Proclamation. Our militia is fogreatly 
improved, as to attack Britifh regular 
troops in their works, and carry them* 
though defended by equal numbers. 
We have had three ia (fences of this 
in this campaign. The Indians all 
deferted General Burgoyne early; — 
the Tories, he complained, had de- 
ceived and betrayed him; and the 
Canadians,- in his extremity,* refufed 
to fight for him. — Methink the En- 
glijh are unlucky in their allies. St. 
Leier's Indian* plundered his camp, 
and left him— Juft Heaven ! ~ ."- 

Copy of a letter from his Excellency 

Lieutenant-general Bvrcoyne, « 

, bis Excellency &>Wi lli am Howe, 

K. E. brought by Lieut* V a l a n c y , 

of the 6zd Regiment. 

Albany, Ogober 20, 1777. 
,. " Sir, 

" In conformity to my orders, to 
proceed by the moft vigorous exerti- 
ons to Albany, I pafled the Hudfon's 
River at Saratoga on the 13th of 
September. No exertions have been 
left untried. The army under my 
command has fought twice again fl 
great . fuperiority of numbers. The 
firft action was on. the 19th of Sep- 
tember, when, after four hours ftiarp 
conflict, we remained mailers of the 
field of battle ; the fecond action (on 
the 7 th of October) was not fo fuc- 
ceisful, and ended with a ftorm upon 
two parts of our entrenchments, the 
one defended by Lieutenant-colonel 
Breymen, who was killed on the fpot, 
and the poft was loft ; . the -other de- 
fended by Lord Balcarres, at the head 
of the Britifh light infantry, whore- 
pulfed the enemy with great lofs. 
The army afterwards made good 
their retreat to the heights of Sa- 
ratoga, unable to proceed further, 
the enemy having pofleffion of all the 
fords, and the paiTes on the eail lido 
of Hudfon's River. 



" The army there waited the 
chance of events, and ofFerecl •therit-* 
felves to the attack of the enemy till 
the ijthinftarK, whenorrlyth4*evdays 
proyiiiori, at- mort allowance, re- 
mained. At that time the laft .hope 
of timely afltftance being exhaufted; 
my numbers reduced by ; paft actions 
to three thou fan d five hundred* fight- 
ing men, of which about nineteen 
hundred alone were Britiih; inverted 
by the enemy's troops to^the amount 
of about fixteen thoafand men/ 1 was 
induced by the general concurrence 
and advice . of • the Generals, Field 
Officers, and Captains commanding 
corps, to open a treaty with Major J 
general Gates. Your Excellency witl 
©bferveby the -paper* tranfmitted 
herewith, the difagreeable pcorpeft 
that attended the firft overtures. • The 
army determined to die to a maw',* 
rather than fubmit to terms repug- 
nant to national and perfonal ho^ 
nour. I truft you wilt think the 
treaty enclofed confident with both; 
I am, with greateftrefpect and attach- 

ment, Sir, 

. . *' Your moft obedient, and 
• . "moft humble fervant, 

** J. Bvrgovne.'* 

.... . _ t . L 

All the private letters from General 
BurgoynVs army, fpeakin the higheft 
terms, of the generofity and huma- 
nity of the Americans; particularly 
General Burgoyne*s own letter to the 
Earl of Derby, *hich was yefterday 
ihewn by his Lordihip to feveral gen- 
tlemen, wherein the General particu- 
larly mentions one circumftance, that 
exceeds- all that he had ever fcen ok 
: read of — — This was, - when the 
Britiih foldiers had marched out of 
their ,camp, according to the -Arti-' 
eles of Capitulation, to a fixed place, 
where they, were to pile their arms,' 
not one of the American troops *wtre to 
he fun* General Gates had ordered 
his whole army out of fight, that not 
ene t of them ihouldbe Spectators of 
the fhame of the Britifh troops, nor 
* ^ .« . - ■ oftex 
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pttcT the fmalleft inftjlt to the Van- 
(quifhwL. This refined delicacy, and 
itiotl toldier-like politenefs, refte&s 
the greateil honour upon America; 
?ind is fpoken of, by all our Officers, 
in the tygheft terms of admiration. 
, General Burgoyne and his troops 
were on the 27th of October, at 
Northampton", which is ,i 1 5 miles 
ffom Bojfcm. It was expected, they 
wouW reach Cambridge on the yth* 
of November. 



Philadelphia, September ic. 
Philadelphia, Auguft 31, 1777. 
•* Much refpecied Sir, , 

" As I find that Congrefs have 
l\ad no particular account of the ex- 
pedition agahiilStatca-Ifland, on the 
a2d inftant, I take the liberty to 
lay before Congrefs, the whole of 
the tranfa&ion, with the motives 
that induced, me to make it, I 
found that the troops Rationed there, 
tsrere frequently making incurfions 
into the Jerfeys, parrying off in- 
habitants, cattle, &c. and concluded, 
that reprifals ought to be made : 
upon enquiry I found that Col. Buf- 
kirk/ with a regiment of two hun- 
dred and fifty, was encamped near 
Decker's ferry: Col. Barton, with 
His regiment, of equal number, near 
the New Blazing-Star ferry; Col. 
Lawrence, with a hundred and fifty, 
near the Old Blazing-Star ferry ; 
Col; Bungan and. Col. Allen, with 
about a hundred each> towards Am- # 
boy, abput two miles afunder; the 
55th and part of the z7thBritiih, 
with v two regiments of Anfpachers 
and one of Waldeckers, were en- 
camped near the Water i ng-place, 
by their fortifications. The itrength 
of thofe I could not exactly learn, 
but have fince learned that the 55th 
was 200 ftrong, the Anfpachers 450 
each, the regiment of Waldeckers 
about 4C0, detachment of the ^th 
about 100 : I was alfo informed, that 
there were two {mall detachments of 
new recruits, the one lying at Rich- 



mond, and the other at Cuckolds- 
town. My intention was to land 
fg as to entrap the new recruits in 
their different encampments; the 
others, I apprehended, I could not 
force from their fortifications with- 
out cannon, and indeed I mould -in 
that cafe have to n£ht all the troops 
in New- York, as in a few hours 
they might reinforce with what num- 
ber they pleafed. I therefore con- 
cluded, that the attack muft be as, s 
fudden as poffible. 

" As my troops lay twenty miles 
diftant from the Iflandy I .knew . 
it woujd fatigue them muth to march 
that diftance, and then go through 
the necefTary marchings , on the 
Ifland ; but this I could By no means 
avoid, as any movements of my troops 
nearer the Ifland would have givdn 
the alarm to the difafiectcd in the? 
neighbourhood of Spanick-town, who 
would inftantly communicate it to 
the ifland; I therefore determined 
to make my march as fudden and 
as fecret as pofiible. I therefore fe- 
lefled from General Smallwood, and 
General De Borre's brigade, fuch 
men* as were bell able to endure 
a march, amounting to- near a thou- 
fand in the whole. T^hefe I ordered 
to march at two o'clock, P. M. from 
Hanover to Elizabeth-town, where 
they arrived at ten in the evening, 
Colonel Ogden, with his own, and 
Colonel Dayton's regiment, joined 
by a hundred militia, under Colonel 
Freelinghufen, were to march from 
Elizabeth-town in the evening, and 
crofs the river againfl a creek called 
the Frefh-kill, and pafs up the creek, 
and come in the rear of kawrence's 
regiment before day, and attack 
him by day-light. The other troops 
were to crofs from HalfeyVpoint. 
General Smallwo'od's brigade was to 
attack Bufkirk's, and General De 
Borre's brigade was to' attack Bar- 
ton's regiment, each leaving one 
regiment on the main road, to cover 
their rear, and pick up fuch per- 
P p p 2 fons 



Digitized by 



Googk 



fons as might efcape Co). Og8en, 
or oaf attacking pities. Col. 0g- 
dra had order*, *» cafe he com- 
pleted die red*£Hon of Lawrence's 
regiment, to move* on and attack 
Duncan and Allen ; tout in cafe he 
found too mat * force cofiefted 
againft him/ he wa* to take an ad- 
wtntaoeons poft, and wait mv coming 
up. ' We were able to coHeft only 
fix boats, of which I ordered three* 
to Colonel Qgden, and kept three 
myfolf, but wkh thefe we" crofled 
over before day-light, undifcovered* 
to the enemy? atid while on our 
match, heard a Severe firing in the 
quarter where CoUmel Ogaen was, 
wfeka ceafed in about two minutes. 
General Smatlwood proceeded on to 
Becker V ferry ; hot being deceived 
by hk guide/ fell in npon the wrong 
fide o/ the enemy, which gave them 
an opportunity of escaping to their 
forte. 'The regiment turned out to 
he a. Bwttih regiment, they ran off* 
and left their colours, which he took ; 
they left their tents ftanding, which 
he deftroyed, with their ftore£ ma- 
eaaine of hay, ice. He alfo burnt 
feven of their veflels, laden with dry 
goods. He killed fome few, ana' 
wounded others as they rah off, and : 
took two ■ priJonersi I went myfelf 
with the other brigade, and after 
having placed a regiment on fhe main 
ro#d, arid detached Colonel Price off 
to the right, to prevent efcapes, we 
dtarched orifkly ifp to Barton's quar- 
ters, where We found him drawn 
up to receive us. I ordered the'main 
body to halt and form, and fent 
Lieutenant-colonel Smith round in 
their rear to prevent efcapes; but 
npon our main body moving up to 
charge, the enemy threw down their 
arms and ran oft". Colonel Smith 
did every thing that man could do, 
to prevent their escaping, and indeed 
& did every officer and foldjer ; but 
they were fo well acquainted with 
the creeks and marfhes, that our 
man could not catch them, though 



^ X 

they killed rrtany; feyeral of theifc 
got into the boats which lay 1 at'tftfe 
ferry, and came over to the Jerfey 
fliore. We took a confiderabie num- 
ber of arms, blankets, hats, doa&es, 
&t. Col. Barton, and above 46 
privates, were made prifpners. We 
then came back, and formed a junc- 
tion with General Smallwood, and* 
proceeded up toward Colonel Ogden, 
from whom we could hear nothing. 
I concluded, as I heard firing from, 
that quarter but once, that he had 
routed Lawrence ; but had found the 
others too ftrong for him, and was 
waiting my coming up, I thereftfe 
found it neceffary to hajlen my march 
as much as pofiible, and fent off" a 
boat, to order the -boats- Jrt Ha*$y*$^ 
point, to meet mefct*theH£^JH$«- 
ing-Star ferry, where Ave aTrrrtp^ at 
twelve o'clock, and £bun4 that' Co- * 
lonel Ogden had routed Lawfence, 
taken him and feveral oftcer$, with f 
eighty privates, prifojiers, bit that 
D'angan and Allen Ji'ad e^aped.- 
Colonel Ogden repaffed the river; 
The boats from HaifcyVpoint had 
not arrived with the provisions for 
the men ; they had then been raiting 
near fourteen hours; I knew, that 
the longer they tarried, the more 
unfit fer aftion they would be, and 
the longer time would be given the 
enemy to * colleft the force of the 
Inland, and that of New- York and 
Bowles-hook, to attack my * rear, 
and that in cafe the enemy coltefted 
a force fuperior to mine, all poflibility 
of retreat would be cutoff. 1 therefc*V 
began croffing the river as fail as-' 
poffible, with what boats I had.; the 
others at HalfeyVpoint, had, upon 
feeing a veffel uiyiex fail, which 
Colonel Os^len ha4 taken, been 
carried off by the boatmen, who 
mifiook this veffel for a tender, an4 
my meflenger could neither find boats 
npr boatmen. We had however gor, 
ahnoit the whole of pur troops pyer ? 
when the enemy havingcplkctei itt* 
force, appeared in fight to attack 
1 our 
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our rear, the boats were then pufhing 
off to bri>\g over our rear guard, of 
a hundred men, who were pstfled' 
on an eminence, about zq rods from 
the ferry, and commanded by Major 
Steward ai\d Major Tillard. I^he 
enemy being fo fiiperior in number, 
prefled on boidry, expecling to receive 
no oppofition from fo fmail a party ; 
but in this they were miteh deceived 4 r 
- their officers drew them up, and gave 
the enemy fo warm a reception, that 
they were various times driven back 
in the greateft confufion. TJiey find- 
ing the enemy were about to fur* 
round them, retired to an eminence 
about thirty rods in the rear, and 
after fome -time to another, about 
ten rods more, where- they maintained 
their ground with great valour, till 
their ammunition was all fpent, and 
then finding that the boats kept in 
the river without coming oyer, and 
that fhere was no profpeft of getting 
off, Major Steward, with about forty 
more furrendered prifbners of war, 
the reft went, fome to Amboy, where 
I- fent perfons to brias them over, 
others iwam the river, and landed 
fafe Qn the oppofite fhore. fiad the 
boatmen done their duty, not a man 
of them would have been loft j but 
the enemy bringing a field piece and 
a howitzer to play upon the water, 
they were fo much frightened, that 
I could not prevail on them to come 
to one fide or the other of the water. 
I ordered my men to fire upon them 
to drive them over, but it only caufed . 
them to row up towarjl Amboy. 
We mould have fuffered nothing 
more, had not fome of the men 
evaded the vigilance of their officers, 
and were taken or killed by the ene- 
my. In the morning of our lancjing, 
Major PoweJ, faptain Heron, and 
Lieutenant Hall, three brave officers, 
were taken -or killed by the enemy, 
as they tarried in rear, to bring up 
the men. We had in the courfe of 
the -day ten killed and fifteen wound- 
ed, Iv|r, §kjnner fent me an account 
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of theprifoners tajten J>y them, viz, 
nine officers, And a hundred and 
twenty-feven privates ; ambng rije 
officers were three Majors, viz. Stew- 
ard, Tillard, and Woodfon. From 
them we took eleven Officers, among 
which were two- Colonels ; we took 
a hundred and" thirty privates, and 
twenty-eight Tories. We muft have 
killed and wounded for tnem at lea/b 
fpur hundred, befides the injury we 
did them, in deflroyin£ their fibre* 
?nd vefTefs, and bringing off their 
arms and baggage, with a great num- 
ber of catrfe. My officers and men, 
through the whole, behaved with 
great fpirit. Colonel Ogden and hi* 
party behavjed with equal braveryl 
The Colonel gives them a very high,' 
and I dare fay a deferved. ' good 
character; he defires me particularly 
to mention I4eu£enant-colonel Bar- 
ber, who diftinguifhed himfelfasan 
officer and foldier. Mr. Williams 
(a volunteer) and . Mr. Brown, Cor- 
net of Captain Bgrnell's company 
of hprfr, diftinguifhed themfelves* by 
their fpirit and a&ivity. I fhould 
doinjuiHce to Mr. Brown, if I did 
not mention the zeal and activity he 
difcovered in procuring boars, and 
making preparations for the troops 
to crois. After having given Con-* 
^refs an account of the brave and ■■ 
fpirited oppofition made by Major* 
Tillard and Steward, with their 
fmall party again ft fuch fuperior.' 
number, it would be necdiefs for me - 
to fay any thing more- in their fa- 
vour. 

*' 1 have the honour to be, dear Sir, 
with much eiteem, your molt obedi- •' 
ent iervant, . 

c * Jo.hn Sullivan-.'* 

Toihclhn. John- Hancock, Efo^ 

Publifhed -by crder of Con- 
grus, 



Charges Thompson, 
Secretary'. 
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JnCongrefs, Oe?. 14, 1777. 

Whereas the Britifh nation liave 
received into their pom, and con- 
demned as lawful prizes, fevcral vef- 
fels, and their cargoes, belonging to 
tfcefe States, which the /mailers and 
manners, in breach of the truft and 
confidence repofed in them, have be- 
trayed, and delivered to the officers 
of the Britifh Crown. 

Refolved, therefore, that any vef- 
fel or cargo, the property of any Bri- 
tifh fubjeft, not an inhabitant of 
Bermuda, or any of the Bahama 
iflands, brought into any of the ports . 
«r harbours of any of thefe United 
States, by the mailer or mariners, 
fliall be judged lawful prize, and di- 
vided among the captors, in the fame 
proportion as if taken by any Conti- 
nental veflel of war* 

- Extract from the Minutes, 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 

Monday, Ofiober 27, 1 777. 
In Congrefs, September 10, 1777, 
Refolved, That the intereft which 
fliall arife, after the date of this refo- 
Iution, on Loan Office Certificates, 
already ifTued, or which mall be if- 
fued before the firft day of March 
next, be annually paid at the respec- 
tive Loan Offices in Bills of Exchange 
§n the Commijfioners of the United 
States in Paris, at the rate of five 
t'wrcs of France for e<very Spanifi? 
willed dollar due for iniereft as afore- 
faid, or in Continental Bills of Cre- 
dit, at the option of the rcfpc&ive 
lenders. By order of Congveis, 

John Hancock, Prefident. 
[It has been long notorious, that 
the Courts France and Spain have 
fupplied the Colonies, with ar??is t 
amtnunhiony artillery, cloathing, &c. 
T,he above extraordinary refolution of 
Congrefs, demonlirates, that the Cp- 
lonies are fubfidi^ed by thefe Courts ; 
and that being thus fecure of having 
the interefl 0/ their public debt dii- 
charged in Europe, they can want 
no other affiltance for the eltablifh- 



ment of their Independence, and the 
folidjty of their national credit.] 

; ~. ' r t ».?. ■ 

The following extraSi front Governor 

PownaLL'j Journal, ^asfurnijh^ 

ed by a friend, <uubp obtained *the 

Governor's permijjion to bait it in* 

ferted in this work. v 

[It mull beyobferved, this Journal 

was made three and twenty years. 

„ ago — Mbft likely there are many 

alterations in the ftate of the fettle- 

ment of the country fince thai; 

time ; but the locality remains as 

. , it then was. J , . 

Road from Philadelphia to Wright's 

Ferry, on tl# River Sufquakanna* 

J754- . . / 

From Philadelphia to Cbaltus- 
ferry, over the Schuylkill, one mile 
three quarters, and fifty-two perches. 
All the plans of Philadelphia re-j 
prefent it as extending fronv the 
River Delaware to the. Schuylkill. 
This was, indeed> the original plan 
laid down on paper, and held out to 
the firft fettlers ; and it is faid, that 
Mr. Penn fold many of the lor.s on 
the banks of the Schuylkill almoft as 
dear as thofe on the Banks of the 
River Delaware. That this town 
mould ever have fuch extent is almoft 
impofllble ; it does not extend one^ 
third of the way ; thofe, therefore, 
who bought thefe lots on fpeculatiori 
were much deceived. ' 

Another idea in tfie plan of this 
town was, that Front-ftreet,. next the 
Delaware, mould have no houfes im- 
mediately on the bank, but a para- 
pet : the banks afe pretty high, and 
had a large beach at the foot of them; 
After the firil fettlers had bfbught 
thefe lots in Front-ftreet, it was 
fourid more convenient for the mer- 
chants and traders to build their 
warehoufes, and even dwelling--' 
houfes, on the beach below, whiclt 
they wharfed out. Tnis part of the 
foil was not fold ; feveral took long 
leafes ; and this became a ilreet of the 
dwelling-houfes, &c, of all the prin- 
cipal 
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cipal merchants and lich men of bu- 
fineTsy'and was called AVater-ftreet. 
-lA prodigious -advantage aroie- to Mr: 
Penn*s 'eftate upon the 'old longleafes 
fallingin. Theftreet on the top of 
the bank, however, keeps its origU 
Yial name, and is called' 5ront-ftfeet^ 
TJ*e ftreet behind it, running paral- 
lel to It, is called Second-ftreet ; the 
next, Third-itreet, and fo on. The 
ftreets which run acrafs 'thefe, at 
' right angled, take their names from 
different trees, as Pine-ftreet, Chef- 
hut-ftreet,- and fo on. At this* day 
there are remaining' in fome of the 
ftreets, the ftumps or roots of fome of 
the original Pine-trees, Front-ftreet 
Wretches -further along the banks of 
the Delaware than as -defigned by the 
original plan; the -other ftreets are 
more 1 and more defalcated *of their 
length, fo that the fhape of the town 
at prefent is that of a femi-oval. It 
is built upon a 1 point of land formed 
by the confluence of the Delaware 
and Schuylkill Rivers, and ftands a 
few miles above that confluence, and 
the fcite of it is that of adead flat; 
The two rivers have formed," by the 
foil which they bring down mixing 
with^ the filt which the tide brings 
up,-a;low fwampy uftand, called 
Mud Iftaad, »at their confluence. 
The number * of inhabitants in Phi- 
ladelphia' now, 1755, about 20,000. 
> The houfes are &U of brick ; the 
fronts of them predfely fuch as thofe 
in Cheapfide, London*; a pent over 
the bafe ftory/ and mops, and a little 
flip of. a .window to light a clofet by 
the fide 'of the chimnies. On each 
fide the ftreets there is a trottoir pav- 
ed with bricks the ftreets are f not 
yet paved, but. formed with gravel, 
as were the great ftreets of London 
about 200 years ago. M 
, The ferry-boats at Schuylkill, 
(about a mile and three quarters from 
Philadelphia) are the moftconvenient 



I ever faw ; and the oars with whicl^ 
they are rowed over, rigged out in a 
manner the moft harfdy that can be 
devifed ; they are fixed in an iron 
fork, fo as to have a perpendicular 
motion, and they are loaded towards - 
the hand, fo as to be nearly bal- 
lariced, leaving, however, -the fea- 
ther of the oar rather the more heavy; 
this fork is fixed on a pivot, in the 
gunwale of the boat, by which the 
oar has free horizontal motion. By 
this jimple • contrivance of mecha- 
nifm, a very flight boy can manage 
a pair of Targe heavy oars, and row 
over a large terry-boat. 
From Coultus-ferry. 
Shadling, to the Black Horfe, four 
miles and a quarter, and twenty- 
one perches. 

1 Meeting-houfe, a mile and a quar- 
ter, and twenty-nine perches. 

Richard Hughs, the Three Tuns, 
two miles and a half, and fifty-threi 
perches. 

Ann Millar's, the Buck, one mile 
and fixty-two perches. 

Richard Berry's, the Plough* Wo 
miles and three quarters, and fix 
perches. 

The Bull, — — Byer's, five miles 
and a half, and twenty-nine perches. 
tTfye Vernon, G. Afhton's, three 
miles and a quarter, and fixty perches. 
At the Plough is a new tavern juft 
fet up, the Unicorn. A mile wdH 
of this, the road runs up the fouth 
mountain of the valley, and goes 
along the ridge of it until it defcends 
into the valley at the Vernon's Head. 
The road from the ferry to the Ver- 
non runs inceflantly up hill and 
down, and through woods (Oak/ 
Hickory, Chefnut) all the way, ex- 
ceptliereand there a plantation, and 
the beginnings of others. The whole 
land here is poflefTed by fettlers, but 
not fully cultivated, becaufc the fet- 
tlers have all bought large tracts on 



* In 1 770 near 30,000. *f- They have been paved fince this Journal wa; written,* 

t This fign was originally that of Admiral Vcrncn, but hath been regenerated, and is 

pov the Admiral Warren. 

;-.»_■ fpeculation ; 
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peculation ; the foil light, and rather 
ftony ; the face of tie country like a 
large rolling fea. 

To the White Horfe, Hambrlght's, 
two miles and three quarters, and 
feventy-two perches. 

To the Ship, Thomas Parks, 
eJgh^ miles and a quarter, and twelve 
ferches. 

At the Venym's, or Warren's, 
fiead, the road defcends the fouth, 
mountain into the valley,, and then 
runs along the valley W\ a little fou-i 
therly, twelve miles. Tliis is a nar- 
row valley, but a mofl pleafing lantj- 
icape ; a little brook runs through it, 
which falls into the Schuylkill at 
Swede's-ford. The vajley, fully (eu 
tied and cultivated, every farmer ha« 
a lime-kiln for manure, or dreffing, 
to his land; they raife chiefly wheat. 
The farm-houfes all with fafh-win- 
dows, and bulked up on each fide 
witK peach arid apple orchards, and 
furrounded on all fides with every 
tfiing that' looks like a man's own bu- 
£nds being dpne there. The farms 
are fuch as yeomanry, not tenants, 
i dwell in; The lands fell in the farm 
at about £.5 per acre for the free- 
hold : lands on the weft fide of the 
North Mountain of this valley, fell at 
about £.3 per acre in the farm. Ex- 
cept round the houfes in the bofom 
©f the vale, the fettlements not well 
cleared ; the caufe is, broken land, 
and large traces. The fides of the 
two mountains, which cnclofe this 
vale, are covered with woods. The 
ipecies as before. 

To the Waggon, James Way's, fix 
miles and a half, and twelve perches. 

From the Ship to the Tun, by the 
Waggon Tavern, the road pafTes 
over the North Mountain of the val- 
ley, N* W. it rifes by three ridges, 
between each of which there Is a val- 
ley, each having a run of water 
ttough it. [To the Tun, John 
.Millar's, fix miles and fixty-four 
jterches^] The fh-ft ridge is the Ieaft; 
the fecond and third, each bigger 



than the former : broken Jand^ oak* 
chefnut, and hickory. The road 
does not get quite clear of jthe jnoun T 
tain till it comes to the Sun. ■: [To 
the Hat, Widow Caldwell's, &x 
miles and a quarter, and twelve 
perches.] I could not ride* this Jaft 
thirteen miles with eafe under thrqe 
hours. I experienced the fame on 
my return ,a> in going. 'The roa4 
runs thence wefterly over very hilly 
land to the Widow Caldwell's, at tht* 
Hat ; yet all this hilly country is but 
a vale enclofed by the valley moun* 
tain on the' left, and the Welch 
mountain* on , the right, but widen* 
to the. weft.- From hence to Gonek 
toga-creek, pretty level, and fo t<* 
Lane/after. 

To the Re^,Lion,. Jofeph Steers, 
fix miles and a half, and fifty-four 
perches. 

To Coneftoga-creek, {pur mikif. 

To Lancafter,- one mite and thic* 
quarters, and thirty perches. 

Lancafter, a pretty considerable 
town, encreafmg faffe, and growing 
rich ; a manufactory here of faddlte 
and pack-faddles, alfo of guns ; a 
very confiderable iiage-town,: in the 
way, by two roads, to the bacWoad 
and Indian Country; about 50$ 
houfes. 

To Mr. Wright's Ferry, atf th* 
Sufquahanna River,- ten m&s. 

The river wide, one/ mile and 
twelve perches.. 

Between Lancafter and Mr*. 
Wright's, I fawone of the fineft farms 
One can conceive, and in the higheifc 
culture, particularly one that war 
the eftate of a Switfcerv Here it w&» * 
that I firft faw the method of watery 
ing a whole range of paftures amjt 
meadows, on a . Kill fide, by little 
troughs ctft in the fide of the hill, 
along which the wftter, frdxn fpringsy 
was conduftedj. fo as. that when* thet 
out-let of thofe troughs were flopped 
at the end, the water ran over the 
fides, arid watered all- the ground pe,* 
tween that and the trough next below 

it, 
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k. I dare fay this method may be 
in ufe in England, I never faw it 
there, but faw it here nrft. 

At Lancafter the road divides. 
There is another road which goes t?y 
Harris's Ferry over the fame river, 
but much higher to the northward. 

To Scores, nine miles. 

At about three miles, the road 
*rofles Little Coneftoga-creek ; and 1 
at about four more, goes over a 
fteep marp>ridge. Hence', between 
Hughej and Sample's, the road pafles 
over a* fttarp high rid£e, on the' 
N". W. Jide of which, at the foot, 
runs S. W. the ConewagO-creek. 
Between' thefe' ridges, the land very 

hilly. 

To Bayley*s, three miles. 

To Hughes's, four miles. 

To Sample's, four miles. 

To the Swatara-creek, three mites. 

To Taylor's, three miles. 

J Tb Harris's Fewy, eight miles. 

There is another great road, which 
^oes from Philadelphia to the fame 
ferry, but keeps on the N. E. fide 
of the Schuylkill, and runs through 
German-town, &c, to Redding ; but 
in this road I have not yet gone upon ' 
further- *han Norrlngton. There is 
a croft road on the N; W.^fide of the 
Wejch Mountains, "the Flying and 
Oley Hills, which going "from Lan- 
cafler to Rea'difcg, chiefly through 
the vale of Conelkoga-cfeek, Opens a 
communication between thofe t\Vo 
great roads. The ftages of which are, 

From Reading to Sinking-ipring, 
font miles, - 

To Cocoefing-creek, a fmalj 
branch, three miles. 

To the main branch, one 'mile. 

To Kiflinger's, three miles. 

Here the road goes pver high 
ridges. 

To CocoliGO-creek, one mile. 

To DorfkerVtown, Ephrata, at 
the mill, feven miles. ^ 

This is a branch of the great Co- 
ne/toga, creek. 

Thefe people, called Ponkers Coo- 



pers, or'Dijnplers,, area ftrangeTet 
of Proteftant regulars. / /' 

Tt) BiarVmil], five mites, 
To^ardis's, three miles. - 
To Ae Three 7Vns, three miles. 
This ftands on a branch of the Co-. 
neftoga, called Middle-creek. 

Here the road coming front Lan- 
caster divides into three. .'. * 
To Lancafter, two miles. * 

Road from Tbilaieifhia thrdugh the 
Lower- Counties i and Maryland^tv 
Alexandria, on the Prtvmack River, 
in Virginia* 

To 4he Lower Ferry, over the 
Schuylkill, four -miles. 

ToDerfey, three miles * 

, Derby looks very pretty, feenf • 
from off any of "the hills round about 
it, for it Hands in a bottom, fur ; 
rounded with hills. The . faou'fes/ 
built in one ftreety all Hand hi this 
bottom, and the fides of the hills are* 
covered with hou&s and farms. 
To Cheiler, nine miles; 
Some very good farms betwixt this 
and Cheiter. Chefter ftands clofe ; 
upon the> Delaware ; employs no-> 
thing butfomeihalloops, aidAibhoc^ 
ner or two. 

To Chkhefter and Marcus-Tiook, 
three miles. - .' .:..,•'**' 

A good pretty village ; a place fa* : 
mous for cyder, as the • country 
people -fay. ■ * * 

To Wilmington, eleven miles - 
Wrlnvington is built on the £de'of . 
a hill". onChriftina-creek, and was,: 
when &r& fettled by the.Swedes, calk ■ 
ed ChxiiHna. It. is a regular ' well 
built town; but not trade enough < 
here to 1 draw together <■ a fufficient' 
number of people to compleat it to 
its plan. It for&s a very delightful 
profpeft, fcen:frc«a the oppofxte iidc 
of the river ; N tbe flreets lying in pa- 
rallel lines, one i below another, on 
the defcent of the. .hill. Ships and 1 
large veflels come up to the town ; 
fhailoops, . &c. as high as Chriftin * ; 
bridge; aierryhere^ ■ * .' 

CLq q The 
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The htfds lying near the Delaware 
River, and on the bank* of the rivets 
and creeks, are very fine meadow 
lands. The lands between thefe, hilly, 
gullied all the way, and in fome 
places very ftony. 

To Newcastle, fix miles, 

From hence to Newcaftle more 
level. 

To Weatherfpools, *o miles. . 

In Maryland, level land all the way, 

T6 FrederkKVtown, twelve miles* 

On Sai&fras River, level. 
v To.New-town or. Chefter, eighteen 
miles. 

.The country well fettled, and ex- 
cellent farms all the way. 

To Docking Tavern, eighteen or 
twenty miles. 

. This lies on the eaft fide of Chefr- 
peak-bay. 
. To the Bay-fide or ferry, 14 miles. 

This called the Narrows.— Here 
begin the plantations of Tobacco. 

Acrofs Kent Iiland, feven miles. 

This all a flat, chiefly pine-lands. 
, Acrols the Bay, a ferry to Anna- 
polis, twelve miles. 

From Annapolis to Queen Ann's- 
town, on the river Patuxcnt, thirteen 
miles. 

t To Mr, Roller's, on the banks of 
the River Potdmack, between twenty. 
and thirty miles. 

Annapolis is the metroptis of Ma- 
ryland ; it is fituated on the fide of a 
fandy hill, in a Utile bay, within the 
main bay. It is faid, that- the 'ori- 
ginal plan of the town* was laid in 
circular ftreets, with crofs ftreets run- 
ning from the centre like radii. The 
State Houfe, Governor's Jfoufe, Af- 
fembly, Courts, #£♦ were to have 
formed the centre, at, the top of the 
hill, .with concentral .ftreets going 
round the hill ; but the town is far 
from being -compkat, nor do the 
traces, of fuch a plan appear in what 
is built; it makes a very irregular 
appearance, and is in fize and form 
but a very poor town. In fhprt, both 
Maryland and Virginia arc fo cut 



by creeks and rivers, that aimoft 
every farm lies on fome creek, or] on 
the bay/ with water carriage even for 
fhips u*p its yard. Jn confeq'uence 
of this, there is not 4 nor ever v/iH 
be, in thofe parts, any one consider- 
able port or town, bui numbers o£ 
little ones, unlefs Alexandria, which 
has been fettled about two years, and 
is fituated at the feet of . the great; 
(alls of Potmack River, at the head 
of Marine Navigation; up to which a 
twenty gun (hip of war. may come, 
(there are now two'there) mould upon 
the fettling tl>e back countries, be^ 
come a barcadore and port to them, 
Alexandria has at prefent one exceed* 
irig good houfe of Lord Fairfax^, 
and about forty or- fcventy others ; it 
has alfo a. Court Houfe. 



Qtniral Washington to General 
Howe. 
$e<u)-Jerfej % July 1$, 1777. 

" Sir, . 

*' The fortune of war having^ 
thrown Major-general Prefcot inu* : 
qur hands, J beg leave to propp/e hitf 
exchange fof Major-general Lee: 
This propofitioa being agreeable to 
tjie letter and fpirit of agreement 
fubfifting between. u$, will r I hope, 
have your approbation. I am the 
niore induced to expect it, as k will 
not only remove the ground of con- 
troverfy between us, but in its con- 
fluences eifqcl the exchange of Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Campbell, and the 
'^efflati Field Officers, -for a like 
number of men of equal rank in your- 
pofiei&oit* ■ ■ .„ 

* 4 1 mail be obliged by your anfwer 
upon the fubjeel, aiTuring you, drat 
Major-general Prefcot mail be fent 
in, if the propoied exchange fhall be t 
acceded to, either dn the previous re- 
leafement of General Lee, on your 
promife that the fame fl^aU imme- 
diately take place on General Pref- 
ect's return*.-.. > ; 

" I have the honour to be, <fcc. tt 
f< G. Washington." 
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Tijh-hill t Sept. 4- 
Extra ft of a letter from Wilmington, 
Aug* z6* 
" The enemy have landed about 
two thoufand men, and are withal 
four miles of the head of the Elk; 
they aft with caution, even to timl* 
"dity. 

'" His Excellency is gone out to 
reconnoitre the country near them, 
with three regiments of frorfe; to- 
morrow we {hall take oilr ftations, fo 
as to aft againft them; their horfesf 
are dying faft, nine have floated on 
fhore within the fpace of a mile. 

** On the enemy's fleet appearing 
off Baltimore, the difaffefted inha- 
bitants were all feized and fent under 
a ftrong guard to Frederick*town.** 
By his Excellency Thomas John- 
son, Efq. Governor of the State 
tf Maryland, • 

PROCL AM ATION: 
This State being now aftually in* 
vaded by a formidable land and'fea* 
force, and the enemy, in all probabi- 
lity, defigning to land fomewhere 
near the head of this bay, I have, in 
order to colleft a body of militia, to 
be ready to aft with the Continental 
army, which roay.fopn be expefted 
to meet the enemy, thought proper 
t to iflue this my Proclamation, hereby 
requiring and commanding the county 
lieutenants, the Field ana othef pro- 
per officers of the militia of the Wef- 
tern ihore of this State, immediately 
to march at leaft two full companies 
of each battalion of the militia to the 
neighbourhood of the Sufquahanna 
River, in Cecil and Hartford coun- 
ties, where they fhall receive orders* 
To defend our liberties, requires our 
exertions ; our wives, our children, 
and our country implore our aflift- 
ance ; motives amply fufficient to 
arm every one who can be called a 
man. 

Given at Annapolis this 2 2d day 
of Auguft, in the year of our Lord, 

T„ JoHNScm. 



Head-Quarters, September 26, 1777* 
GENERAL ORDERS. 
^ The public bufineft having fo en- 
tirely engaged the attention of the 
General, that he has not bqen pro- 
perly at leifure to return his grateful 
thanks to General Poor's and Gene* > 
ral Learned's brigades.— To the re- 
giment of riflemen, to the corps of 
Tight infantry, and to Col. Marshall's 
regiment, for their 'valiant behaviour 
in the < aftioit Of the ipth inftant, 
which will for ever eftabkfli and con- 
firm the reputation of the arms of th« 
United States. Notwithstanding the 
General has been fo late iri giving 
this public mark of honour and ap- 
plaufe tx> the* liravc men, whofe va- 
lour has ft* eminently ferved their 
country, he aflures them the jteft 
praife he immediately gave to the 
Honourable the Continental Con- 
grefs, will remain a lading record of 
their honour and renown. 

By the account of the enemy, by 
their embarrafTed circumftances, by 
the defperate fituation of their afiairs, 
it is evident they mufl endeavour, by 
one rafli ftroke, to regain all they 
liaye \qft*~TBat failing their utter 
ruiri is inevitable.-— The General 
therefore intreats his valiant army, 
that they will, by the exaftnefs of 
their discipline, by the alertnefs to 
fly to their arms on all occafions, and 
-particularly by their caution not to 
be furprized, fecure that viftory 
which Almighty Providence (if they 
deferve it) will blefs their labours 
with. 
Copy of a Utter from General W ash- 

ikcton to Ccngrefs. 
Camp near Ptnibacler* s Mill x Oil* 5, 

*777- " ' "; 

Sir, 

Having received intelligence thro* 
two intercepted letters, that General 
Howe^had detached a part of kit 
force for the purpofc of reducing 
Billings Fort, and the forts on. Dela- ■ 
ware, I conih^unicated the accounts 
to my General Officers, who were 

Qjl\ q a unanimoufly 
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uaanunouily of ojpintoa, that a fa T 
V9 urabietpportumty 'offered to make 
aa attack on the troOpi, which were 
at and near German-town* It was ac- 
cordingly agreed, tbat it mould take 
place yefterday morning, and the fol- 
lowing difpoiUkms were made : the 
divisions of Sullivan and Wayn*,- 
flatbed by Conway's brigade, were 
to eaterthe town by the way of Chef- 
-neth-hill, while General Armftrpng, 
with the Pennfylvania milhia, mould 
fall down the Maaatawney road by 
.Vandeoringa-BiUls/ and get upon the 
-enemy's left and rear. The divinons 
of Green aad Stephens, flanked by 
.ta'DougftTs brigade, were to emer 
by taking a ' circuit by way of the 
Lime-kiln-road, at the Market- 
hou£tf, and to attack their right 
wingy and the militia of Maryland 
And Jerfey, under -Generals SmalU 
WQod and Freeman; were to march 
by, the Old York-road, and fall upon 
the rear of the right. Lord Stirling, 
•with Nafli, and Maxwell'* brigades, 
were to, form a corps de wferve.- We 
inarched about feven o'clock the pre- 
ceding .evening, and General Sulli- 
van's advanced party, drawn from 
Conway's* brigade, attacked their 
picquet at Mount Ring, at Mr, Al- 
lan's haute, about fun-rife the next 
mqraing, whiclv prefentry gave way, 
,and his -main body, confuting of the 
right wing, following- icon* • engaged 
the light iafanfcry and other troops 
encamped near the picquet, which 
they forced from the ground, leaving 
their baggage. They retreated" a 
confiderable diilance r having previ- 
" oufly thrown a party into Mr. Chew's 
hoirjfe, who were in a fituation not 
to be eafily forced, and had it in 
their power, from the windows, to 
givfe us no fmall annoyance, aftdrin a 
great meafure to obilru& our advance. 
, The attack from our left column 
under General Green began about 
three quarters of an hour after that 
from 
time 



cannot enter upon the particulars of 
what happened in that quarter, as 
I am not yet informed of them 
with fufEcient certainty and pre- 
cifion. . . 

The morning wa^s extremely foggy, 
which prevented our improving the 
advantages we gained fo well as we 
otherwile mould have done* This 
tircumftance, by concealing from ua 
the true fituation of* the enemy, 
obliged us to aci with mojre caution 
"and lefs expedition than we could have 
wimed, and gave the enemy time to 
recover from the eftecls of our firft 
impreffion ; and what was ftUJ more 
unfortunate, it ferved to keep our 
different parties in ignorance of eac£ 
others movements, and hindered their 
acting in concert; It alfo ©ccaiioned 
them to miftake one another for the 
enemy, which I believe more than 
any thing elfecontrjbuted to the mis- 
fortune which enfued. In, the raidft 
of the moft promifing • appearances* 
when every thing gave the moft flat- 
.tering hfopef. of a viclory, the troops 
began fuddenly to retreat, and erv- 
tirely left the field, in fpite of every 
effort that could be made to rally 
them. 

Upon the whole, it may be (aid, 
the day was rather unfortunate than 
injurious. We fuflained.no material 
lofe of men, and brought off all our 
artillery, except one piece, which 
was dismounted. The enemy are no- 
thing, the better by the event; and 
our tfoops> who are not the leaftdtf- 
piricd by it, have gained what aik 
young troop gain by oeinj* in action. 
We have had, however, feveral va- 
luable officers killed and wounded, 
particularly, the latter — General Naih 
rs among the wounded, and his life 
is defpaired of. As' fobn* as it is pof- . 
fible to obtain a return of our loft, I 
will tranfmit it. 



In juiliccto General Sullivan, and 

the whole right wing or the army, 

the right, and was for 4bnie> whofe conduct J had an opportunity 

equally fuccefsful. But I ofcobferving, as they acted immedi- 

' *Jtely 
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Jitcl)rundcr my eye, I have the plea- Ifland regiments-axe ordered to> Redf 



fure to inform you, both officers and 
men behaved with a degree of gal- 
lantry that did them the higheft ho- 
nour. I have the honour to be, 
With great refpect, 
Sir, your moft obedient fervant, 

George Washington. 

P. S. The cannon mentioned above, 

has iince been brought in a waggon 

to camp. 

i 

Ne*w-Windfir y Ofiober n, 1 777. 

Dear General, 
In conference of a fevere dofe of 
. tartar emetic, which I ordered to be 
given the fpy, I have in my poffef- 
iion a fmall ulver bullet, from which 
1 have taken a letter from Clinton to 
Burgoyne, of which the inclofed is an 
exaa copy. 
With efleem, I am, dear General; . 
Your moft obedient fervant, 

Geo. Clinton. 
To General Putnam. 

Copy fent tv/7^ the foregoing, viz.. 

Fort Montgomery, OflolrrS, 1 777. 
Nous voici— and nothing now be- 
tween us but Gates. I fincerely hope 
this little fuccefs of ours may facili- 
tate your operations. In anfwer to 
your letter of the 28th of September, 
by v C. C. I mall only fay, I cannot 
prefurhe to order, or even advife, 
for reafons obvious. I heartily wifli 
you fuccefs. Faithfully your's, 

H. Clinto:,. 
*Tq General Bukgoyse. 

Hill-town, Oftober 8, 1777. 
Dear Sir, 
To-mOrrow we join General Walh- 
ington at Montgomery townmip, 
PennfylvaniaC Our troops lait Sa- 
turday, although they came fhort of 
gaining a complete victory,' did cer- 
tainly give the enemy a fore bailiiig, 
and if they are not able foon to raife 
the chevaux de frife, they wiH be 
obliged to make the beft of their way 
from Philadelphia. The two Rhode 



Bank on Delaware, near the chevaux 
de frife, and leave ns this evenirig* 
The exprefs waits. I aniwith com- 
pliments to the General, &c. * 
Your's, Sfc* > 

Jed. Huntington* , 
Brigadier-general* 
To CoL Rtou 



PROCLAMATION, 
By William Livincston, Eff. 
Governor of Neiu-Jerfey* * 
Whereas by a certain Act of the 
Council and General Aflemhly of 
this Stale, entitled, " An Act for 
rendering more effectual two certain 
acts therein mentioned," patted the 
4th day of June laft, it is among 
other things, enacted, that if any 
. perfon being a member of, or owing- 
allegiance to this government, as de- 
fcj-ibed in the firff fection of the ad 
therein firft mentioned, entitled " An 
Act to puniih traitors and difafFectei 
perfons," paffed th<. fourth day a£ 
October laft, ihall be apprehended 
on his way to the enemy with intenjt 
to £0 into their lines or encampments, 
or into any place in; their pofledlion, 
without the licence, permiifion, or 
paflport of $ the Commander in Chief 
of the United States of America, or 
of the Governor or Commander in 
Chief of this State for the time being-, 
or of fome General Officer of the' 
army of the faid United States, or of 
one of the Brigadiers General of th? 
militia of this State, fuch perfon is 
thereby declared to be guilty of a 
capital felony, and being thereof le- 
gally convicted, fliall fuffer death ac- 
cordingly. Provided neverthelefs , 
that if any perfon in & offending as 
aforefaid, ihall, at the rime of his ex- 
amination before the Governor and 
Council of Safety, or within fix days 
thereafter, declare his willirignefs to 
enlift, and (hall actually enfift with> 
the leave of the Governor and Coun- 
cil aforefaid, to ferve on board any of""- 
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tRe Teflels of war belonging to the 
United Spates, if (hall be lawful fbf 
them to ftlffitr'him fo to enlift, and 
fctch hw enfiftment (hail be deemed 
a full pardon of his offence aforefaid; 
any thing therein before contained 
to the contrary thereof notwithstand- 
ing- 

And whereas it was by the fatd 
aft furthef'enafted, that if any per- 
fon, being "a member of, or owing 
allegiance ~tt> th» Government, as in 
the firft mentioned aft b described, 
who hath Ance the fourth day of Oci 
tober laft, Voluntarily : gone into any 
of the enemy's lines or encampments, 
or into any places in their pofleffion, 
fiiall return into any j>art of this State 
in a fecret or clandelune manner, or 
without any leave, licence, or paff- 
poft previofly obtained from the Go- 
vernor or Commander in Chief of 
this State for the time being, or 
from a General Officer of the army 
*>f the United States, or of one of 
the Brigadiers General of the Militia 
of the State, fuch perfon is thereby 
delared to be guilty of a capital 
felony, and being thereof convi&ed, 
mall fufter death accordingly. Pro- 
vided neverthelefs, that he may eniift 
,as aforefaid, and that fuch ^enliftment 
fhall be considered and operate in 
like manner as the enliftment of a 
perfon committing the offence fpeci- 
Hed in the laft preceding feftion of 
the faid aft. 

And whereas it has been reprefented 
to me, that notwithftanding this aft 
(and I would prefume from a know- 
ledge of the exiftence thereof) feve- 
ral officers of the Militia of this State, 
and others while ftationedin the fame, 
of inferior rank to thofe mentioned 

the faid aft, unauthorized there- 



) 



by, and in violation thereof, have 
granted fuch licences, permiffiOns, 
and p.ifTports, and frequently upon 
very frivolous occafions, and to per- 
ions of fufpicious charafters of both 
./exes : bv means whereof a coultant 



communication and intercoiirfe had 
for fome time paft been fupportei 
between the malignants of this State 
and the firmfli'. troops on Staten- 
Ifland and New- York ; and many 
have been furnifhed with opportuni- 
ties to carry on or tranfimt intelli- 
fence to the enemy, and to. circulate 
iipatches from them among, tneir 
fecret abettors in. the interitor parts of 
the country, and thereby facilitate 
their infamous attempts to. difperfe 
their counterfeit bills and reprobated 
wares and merchandizes, as we \\ as 
to feduce the loyal, and enlift intd 
their fervice the dJfafFefted inhabit- 
ants of our territories: for prevent- 
ing of which unwarrantable, illegal^ 
and pernicious pra&ice, T have 
thought proper, by and with the ad- 
vice of the Council pf this State, .to 
iflue this proclamation, hereby ftriftly 
prohibiting all the officers of the 
Militia of this State, and other per- 
fons whatfoever (thofe fo as aforefaid 
authorized only excepted) to grant 
for the future any fuch licences* 
permiffions, or paflports, under any 
colour or pretence whatfoever, as 
they fhall anfwer to the contrary at 
their peril ; and requiring all offi- 
cers, both civil and military, within 
this State, to exert their utmoft j en- 
deavours in apprehending every per- 
fon belonging to the fame, on his or 
her way to the enemy with intent to 
go into their lines or entrenchments, 
or any places in their poiTeffion, with- 
out fuch licence, permiffion, or paiT- 
port, as for that purpofe is by the 
'laid aft required ; or returning from 
thence without fuch leave, or pair- 
port, as for that purppfe is thereby 
directed, have voluntarily gone into 
the fame fmce the fourth, day of Oc- 
tober laft ; and fuch. offender to com- 
mit to fafe cuftody, tranfmitting the 
canfe of his, or her caption, deten- 
tiop, and place of confinement, to 
the Governor or Commander in Chief 
for the time being of this State, with 
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all convenient fpee4, in prderthat fuch 
offender may be brought to cpndiga 
puniflynent: and all other fubjecT* of 
thiYS'tate are. hereby required to be 
aiding and affiffinjg in' the apprehen- 
fion of fuch offenders, as they tender 
the welfare of their country, andYrc 
ambition? in fignalizing themfelves 
$n the ^glorious caufe of liberty and 
Virtue. - 

" Given under my hand and feal, at 
Morris Town, the 4th day of 
Augurf, in the year of our Lord 

*777- ' " 

' WrrLiAM Livingston. 

By his Excellency's Command, * ( ' 

* William Livingston, 

f J Gun. D. Sec, 

$J>eeeb of bis Excellency William 
L 1 v ; n c st o n , Efq\ Gave rnor, Cap- 
tain General, and Commander .in 

. Chief) in and over the State of 
Ne<w-Jerfei 9 and tbt territories 
thereunto belonging, Chancellor ', and 
Ordinary in the fame. ' 

^o the Honourable the Council and 
the General Aflembly of ' the faid 
State, "in General Affembly con- 
vened. ; 

Gentlemen, 
I heartily congratulate you on the 
important fuccefs of the American 
arms at Bennington and Fort Schuy- 
ler, which at the fame time that it 
reflects the brighteft luilure on the 
bravery of our officers and men, may 
fcrve to teach Great Britain, that we 
are not to be fubdued by proclama- 
mations; nor under any apprehen- 
fions from a menacing meteor, that, 
after" the moil portentous glare, fo 
foon evaporates into fmoke, or 
vankhes into nothing. 

The fame fpirit which at firfl ani- 
mated' us to oppofe the attempts of 
arbitrary ppwer ; and, after all rea- 
soning and expostulation had been 
found frui tie fs, compelled us> by 
force of arms to affert the unalien- 



able rights of freemen, wijl ever en- 
able us, in. a reliance upon the Divine 
blefling to baffle the tyrannic and 
bloody purpofes of an enemy diverted 
©f hnmanity, at open- war witn rea- 
fon and juflice, and out barbarizing 
all the barbarities in hiitorv; Ho# 
conspicuous the finger of Heaven in 
their expulfion from this ftate, the 
moil unobfervant mayxccolleft with 
wonder ; and every ferious man will 
remember' with devout gratitude. Lqt 
\is only perfevere with the fame ar- 
dour,^ 111 repelling their unprovided 
hdflilities, and they mull, erefeng, re- 
linquiih their defperate pitfpoieVand 
return to the place from whence 
they came, with indeliable infamy. 
Let us not therefore be difcouraged 
by a few tranficnt inconvenienciej* 
the endurinfe of* which may be pro- 
ductive of tie moil permanent? bleiT- ' 
ings. In proportion of the value of 
the prite contended for, ought to be 
the vigour of our ftruggle ; and the 
blood and treafure we mould be wil- 
ling to expend in fecuring it-r And 
what can . be too valuable a facriifice 
for fecuring that, without which, 
nothing elfe is of any value? For, 
with the lofs of liberty, every remain- 
ing poffeftion, being held at the ar- 
bitrary will of another, becomes, be- 
yond queftion, utterly worthless. To 
deter us into fubmiffion, the horror* 
of war may, by artful men, be drawn 
in ftrong and glowing colours; ^.nd 
war is indeed a calamity moft de- 
voutly to be deprecated. But whence 
doth war derive its horrors, but from 
the temporary lofsof fomeof thofe blefT- 
ings of which die meditated defpotifm 
would totally deprive us, and that in 
perpetuity ? The eitabliihment of ty- 
ranny will furely leave us nothing of 
which the effects of war can diveil us. 
But a refolute oppofition may prevent 
the eftablifhment of tyranny, and fe- 
cure freedom to our remoteft poflerlty. 
Appeal, to reafon, andfhe cries aloud, 
refill, refifl. 

Ctfntle- 
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Gentlemen,' 

I (hall now lay before you fuch 
matter* as have occurred to me, as 
worthy your deliberation, during the 
jurfentfeffion. 

The fcarcity of Fait is a matter of 
ferious confideration, and has been 
induftriouily perverted by our inter- 
sal enemies, to the moil peftilent 
ptnpofcs. Nor can there' be aay rea- 
Jbn for perpetuating this grievance, 
and the pernicious political confe- 
rences thence refulting*, while a 
quantity fufficient for the confump- 
two of all our inhabitants, mayeafily 
te manufactured in this ftate. ^ It 
ieems therefore worthy your attention, 
whether it would not be expedient for 
the legiflature to erect fuoh works at 
the public expencej and appoint pro- 
per perfons to diftribute- the commo- 
dity in due proportions to the fevcraf 
counties, at nearly the prime coft. 
Thus might all the people be cheaply 
Supplied, and the ftate be fully re- 
imburfed. 

The loft of a very confiderable fum 
oT money, together with a number 
of fpecialties, and other valuable pa- 
pers belonging to the flate, which 
had been committed'to the cuftody of 
a late member of convention, appears 
a matter of too much importance to 
acquiefce in, .without legal determi- 
nation of his culpability or innocence, 
I find, indeed, by your Jpurnals, that 
the Houfe has made fome enquiry in- 
to the matter. But the Aflembly 
being no competent judicature, finally 
to aeterraine whether the truftee is 
refponfible for the loft of the depo- 
iite, the queftioU ftill remains to be 
decided by a, conftitutional tribunal, 
which is either a court of law, or in 
a courfe of equity, according to the 
nature and circumftances of the cafe, 
I would therefore recommend it to 
you, in juilkre to the good people of 
this (late, who are intimately con- 
cerned in the- event- of the trial to 
direct aprofecution for the purpofe. 



( 4$« > 

As our proportion of, the heavy 
debt which ^l M iwi'evitabIy be oc- 
cafioned by' the unnatu^ral ,wir, in, 
which the avarice v an4'„. ambition of 
Great Britain i^thJnvqlyeci.u^ wtfj 
be feverely felt, uhleft Yeafonjtbjy dtf- 
charged. I would moit earheftly ira-> 
portune you, not to fufFejr this fefhauj 
to pafs without firikingpart of it by 
tax. Thofe who are for poftponijnjf 
this lHterefting afFak, to a diftint 
period, are not aware of the exten r 
five mifchief that will attend fo fa^ai 
a meafure. ■ , ■.'.'..:■■.. 



I think it "my* indifnenJible duty,. 
Gentlemen, to ajfure you of my re- 
prated experience of the mfiifficienqy, 
of out militia law. In time of ©jw 
war, and especially in cafe, of an in- 
vafion, the military -force of a ftats 
ought to be compellable to turn out. ; 
Any commutations, or pecuniary 
mulcts in lieu of actual fervice* ren- 
der the, aft at fuch ti critjeaf juncture 
altogether ineffectual, and may foaily. 
terminate in our utter deftruttiem. 
Experience, cpniiaut reiterated ex- 
perience has fhevvn iuiufumciency/ 
and Jiot to frame one more? efficacious 
after fuch irreMible conviction, what 
will it be deemed but a kpd of de- 
fection of the caufe^; and leaving th& 
Hate a victim to the enemy, at the. 
raoft perilous crifis of the conteft ? 
It muir, however, be acknowledged, 
to the honour of bur militia (and it 
is with peculiar pleafure I embrace 
this opportunity to do it) that num- 
bers of them have appeared in de- 
fence of their country with the great- 
eft alacrity; and behaved in battle 
with fuch bravery, as would have en- 
creafed the renown of the moft experi- 
enced veterans. But thoie gallant 
men were actuated by the fpirit of 
patriotism, and fcorned to meafure 
their exertions for tlieir country by 
the requifitions of its laws* Others* 
by commuting «for. actual fervicfe-by 
fines and forfeitures (and thofe not 
duly collected)* throw a difpreporti- 
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'<mal burden upon, the wilHng, wmv tended, 
by that means, are extremelyJlaiTafl'r 
cd, and have abundant reafon for 
complaint and murmuring.. 

The necefuty of a large fupply of 



What more particularly 
furnifhes 'great opportunity for elud- 
ing the true intent of the law, is a 
want of authority in the coramiffion- 
ers to compel the appearance of per- 



jure arms, and of public magazines of fons fufpe&ed of concealing the pro- 
ammunition and warlike ftores, is Co r *' ~ ' '* ' r 
obvious', that I'4ouJbt not your zeal 
for the public fafety, will not fufFer 
_.you to delay the neceflary provi- 
fion. 

It is alfo worthy your deliberation, 
whether the workmen employed by 
iuch owners of furnaces, forges,' and 
rolling mills ? as are under contrail 
to furnifh the United States of Ameri- 
ca with cannon, cannon -fliot, camp 
kettles, or other implements of war 
for the ufe of their .army, ought not 
to be exempted frbip the duties and 
fervices enjoined by the militia law, 
under fuch regulations for preventing 
any abufe of the indulgence as may 
be thought proper. , 

As a number of emifTaries are em- 
loyedty the enemy to circulate coun- 
terfeit bills made in imitation of the 
Continental currency, who fre- 
quently pafs' them in fuch of the 
counties of this State, "in which either 
no trial at all, or ho fair and impar- 
tial trial of fuch offenders can with- 
out difficulty, be had ; I would re- 
commend the paffing a law, for try- 
ing in any county of this ffate by a 
jury "of that county," all fuch offen- 
ders already apprehended, and who 
may hereafter be apprehended, though 
jhe pJFence be committed in any other 
county. 

Being fully convinced that the act, 
intitled, " Ah attof free and gene- 
ral pardon, and for other purpofes 
therein mentioned," will in great 
mcafure be defeated by the fraudulent 
practices of the friends and agents of 
the offenders, whofe perfonal eftates 
are thereby declared forfeited ; it may 
deferve your confideration, whether 
if will not be neceflary to pafs ano- 
ther aft for the more effectual fecur- 
ing the valuable ends thereby in- 



perty of the delinquent, or to be in- 
debted to him, and to examine them* 
as well as other neceflary witneftes, 
upon oath ; and alfo the want of 
proper penalties upon thofe who 
may be r gujlty of fuch conceal- 
ment, which the fuperaddition of. 
adequate rewards for encouraging a 
difcovery. 

As the, prefent judgment in high 
treafon cannot be awarded confident 
with our conftitqtibn, %nd the courts 
having no authority to alter the fen- 
tence prefcribed by law, I would re- 
commend it to you to afcertaih the 
punifhment for that crime, by act 
of Aflembly For befides the ftyle 
of the fentence, and the difjpofition of" 
the head and quarters of the crimi* 
nal, which the judges might per* 
haps think themfelves at liberty to 
accommodate; to our circumflances, 
the execution itfelf is fo (hocking 
and fanguihary, as the humanity of 
ah American legiflature cannot be 
prefumed to have intended, and which 
indeed none but a favage, or a Bri- 
tish fubject can think of without 
horror. 

Several perfons to avoi£ receiving 1 
the money due to them by bond, 
bill or promiflary note, bearing in- 
tereft, frequently pretend, on tender 
of the money, that they are not po£* 
fefod of fuch notes or f^ecialities, 
having fent them to places of greater 
fecurity ; and many obligees and 
creditors are themfelves removed into 
other Hates,' and places unknown to 
their debtors, who, though ready to 
difcharge . their debts, are thereby 
prevented from doing it ; the prin- • 
cipal fum {he mean while carrying 
intereil, and the debtor obliged tp 
keep the money at his own rifquc. 
To fruftrate fuch iniquitous fybter- 

R r r fuges 
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fufces, (the malignant dfcflgh of which 
is fcfliciendy evident) I would re- 
cdmmend an aft to enable evety 
obtfgor or debtor, whofe creditor is 
removed oat of the ftate or cannot be 
found' in it, orwhdrcfufes to neceivte 
the debt when tendered, to lily the 
tee into the Treafor^ for hid ufe, 
and to be thereupon difcharged frtirn" 
the fumfopaid, and all the intereft 
thereafter accruing. 

~ The aft, intitled,, '" An aft fcr in viftbryl fcnd reftiri' freedom and 
» reMermjg rtiore effe&ual t&o certain peace, or t$ tamely 1 Submitting, or 
a£h therein mentioned," bring n'earty 
expired. by its own imitation;, it is of 
Ac laftiiranfrtmt to the comnibft weal, 
to have it continued to fuch farther 
period as may be' deemed netefl&y t6 
carry it- fully Into execution. 



mips, and difencumbering himfelf of 
hifr heav^ artiltery ana* fegjafefty' Kd 
appears to have riftjued alf upan'dife. 
eyent of a movement, which mirft 
either deliver uj> to plunder dtjd de- 
valuation-, this capital of Penhlylv^ 
nfa, arid of Amenta, or'fbrever fefcift 
the cruel defigns of duf imptacai$& ' 
foes. BlefTed be Gbd 1 ; ProviBrficfe ' 
feems to have left ft tdtiutfelves tt> 
determine, whether we fhall triumph 



' Genttettieh, 

Voo are now approaching the'clofe 
cf the year, whiclv has been chiefly 
f\y. rtt in fefving the public. That 
J r cuhave ferved it With fidelity, and 
With nD intonfidetable degrcVof fae- 
ccfs, muft be a Ver^ pleafing reflec- 
tion; and joffly entitles you to the 
appla'a'fe of your country. May you 
ftill'cd'ntintre, in whatever ftatiori it 
ftiall pleafffe Providence to place you, 
to etfert your endeavours for the prof- 
perity'of a free and independent peo- 
ple ; and during the Whole courfe 
of the conflict, t may our creed 
Tie', Vifttry ; and our' motto, Per- 
fever 'e. ■ ■ \ 

fttiddorifiild Sept, 3, 1777. 

Philadelphia, September 10. 
2?y ^A* 'Supreme^ Executive Council of 
the 'Commonwealth .of Perinjylva- 
fifa. - 

jA PROCLAMATION. 

Tne'tfirhe \% ix leYigth come, in which 
'the fatfe of 6urfelves, our wives, Chil- 
dren, inii pofterity mu1tbe fj^ecdily de- 
termined. ^General Howe at the head 
'of a Hrftifh" army, the only hope, 
the lift rdfbiirce of our enemies, has 
"frivaded this Hate. Difmiffing ; Kis 



weakly refitting, "deliver ourfefves ujv 
a prey to an enemy; than" whbnY, 
n'onehibre cruel and perfidious Wai 
ever'foflrred to vex afrd defeoyan^' 
people. ' ! ^ ' .. 

view then, on the dtfe hand, tJne 
freedom arid indep-ehdfenre, the Jfary 
and the haj^pinefe of our rifmg fate's, 
which are fet before Tis as the reward 
of our courage; feriou/fy conftd&v 
on the other .hand, the wanton ra- 
vages, the rapes, the 1 butcheries, which, 
have been perpetrated by ihefe men ' 
m the ffete of New- Jeffey, and on the 
frontieVs of New-York. Above attj 
confide* 'fte ftouruflil profpeft Of 
feeing Americans, like the wretcfted 
inhabitants of India, 'flrfp'ped 6f their 
freedom, robbed of their property, * 
degraded beneath <the brutes, and left 
to ftarve amidft' plenty, at the. >cvifl 
of their lordly mailers ; and lfet tfi 
determine dncefor all, that we will 
DIE Or be Free. The foe are 'mani- 
feflly aiming, either by force to eon- 
c{uer, 'or by ftratagCm and ftoleti 
marches, to elude the vigilance of 
our brave commander. B^ecfihirtg a 
t>attle with, oOr Cbu'ntryir.en 1 , , tl|^ 
;have Attempted to' ffeal ifpofc tis \^m 
furprize. They haVe been Hitherto 
defeated, 'but numbers are ab*folutetj\ 
riece/Tary to witch them On every i|# 
ter at dnce. The neighbouring «ate's 
are hurrying forward their milifiia, 
and we hope, that 'fty ri'lyig as Ofie 
man, and femrig the foe at a diftanie 
"from his fieet, we fhall fpeedily *ih- 
'Clofe him like a*'li0irinthe tolls. - 

The 
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• T^e Council, therefore, mo'ft e^r- 
heftlybefeech and imrcat all perfons 
whatsoever, to exert themfelv.es witb- 
. pvit delay, to feiae .this precious op- 
portunity of cruming the foe nbwjn 
the bowekof our country, by parch- 
ing forth inftaatly under their re- 
Jpe'flive officers to the a$ fiance of 
pur£reat General, that he may % 
'able to environ and dsmolifh the only 
Jjri,ti{h army that remairis formidable 
in America, or in the world. Ani- 
mated With the hope that Heaven, 



I mentioned jn that fetter the pre- 
parations making for the attack tfi£- 
ditaited on the works the rebels l}ad 
cpnfitrucled on eithej* fhore, for pre - 
venting an open communication by 
,Water with* the army* at Philadelphia 
on which it was obvious to them 
that, the farther operatiqns of th« 
campaign would greatly defend. 

Trie wind ftill continuing to pre- 
vent the Vigilant frohi paffing to the 
rear of the enemy's works on Fort 
liland, by the only channel practl- 



as before it has dtfrie^ ift all tifaies of table for that purpofe, the ppponu 

difficulty and danger, will again w ** % * """ +*^~" k - **■- v?:~,*», K*™ 

crjovyn our righteous efforts wiih fuc- 

cefs, we look forward to the pro£>,e& 

of feeing our infulring foes cut ojfF 

from all meanB *>f eicapej and hjy 

ihe goodnefs oF the Almighty, die 

•tfOrd of Jfofls and Gq& of battles, 

wholly delivered into pur hands. 

Thomas Wjjartqn, jun. Prefideut.. 

T. Maxeack, Secretary. 

God fave the people ! 



JuOkjdok Gazette Extraordinary. 

Friday, Jafyary g, 177J?. 

"Admiralty -Office, January jj, J 778. 

The following is an extract of a 

. letter received laft night by the Eagje 

Packet from the Vice Adniiral Lord 

Vifcount Howe^ Commander in .Chief 

;Of his Majefly*s ftups and, veffels yi 

North America, to Mr. Stephens, 

dated on board his Majefty's fhip 

fche Eagle, in the ■ Delaware, the 

13d of November, 1777. 

Eagle, Dela<iv/zr.t, November 33, 

1777- 
Sir, 

The peneral-advifing nj^ of his in- 
tention to fend a pacjtet immediately 
^England, I av^il myfelf of the op- 
portunity to acquaint, you, for thte 



hity was taken by the King's Forces, 
and by the ehemy with ea^ualaLfliduity, 
to ftrengthen the preparations judged 
expedient on either part for the pro- 
posed attack. 

The officers and "fegjnen 0/ tJje 
fliips of war art&tranfpbrts were em- 
ployed in the mean time, with uhre- 
v mitring fatigue and perfeyerance., to 
convey provifiqns, artillery, and 
rtores, to the Schuylkill, between 
Fort-Ifland and the Pennfylyania 
more, 6 twenty-four-pounders from 
the Eaglej and 4 thirty-two-pounders 
froin the Somerfet, transported in 
the fame manner, with the recjuifite 
proportions of ammunition, were 
mounted in the batteries eredled by 
the General's appointment on Prd- 
vince-Ifland. 

The wind becoming favourable the 
15 th inftant, the iirft occasion was 
taken for ordering the mips upon the 
intended fervice. . 

The Somerfet and Ifis were ap- 
pointed to proceed up the Eafterh 
channel of the river, to a£t agalnft the 
fort r in the front.' The Roebuck, 
Pearl, and .Liverpool, with theConi- 
wallis ^alleyi and fome firialler anxi- 
ed ytfflels, againft a battery With 
heavy artillery which ,the rebels hail 



information of the Lords Cpmmif- .,, v/ iV , , v , -__-__ 

>fipriers of the Admiralty, refpec*ting -lately opened on a point above, an^d 
"* r _/• .i_ -.-,-. . - near to Manto-creek, in a fituation. 

to rake the fhips anchored to Ji^e 
upon the fort, and rtiore" advanta- 



ge progrefs of the ; military ferviees 
in which the fhips of war have tyeen 



concerned, fince the dcrte of my laft 
letter of the 25th of Oftpbe*. 



^eouflychpfen,. as fhe ^oalnefs of 

Ft rr l"\ ' ' :: *"' •""" thV 
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the water did not admit mips to ap- 
proach within a definable dtftance of 
the work. 

The Vigilant, with a hulk mount- 
ing leighteen-pouridefs, commanded 
by Lieutenant Botham of the Eagle, 
proceeded at the fame time through 

* the channel round Hog Ifland, and 
anchored' on that fide the fort, ac- 

' cording to the intention pointed out 
for cooperating with the batteries 
en thePennfylvania more. 

The Ifis, being as well placed in 
the Eaftern channel as the circum- 
' (lances of the navigation would per- 
' mit, rendered very eflfential fervice 
againft the fort and gallies, much to 
the perfbnaT honour of Capt. Corn- 
walhs, and credit of the difcipline in 
his fhip. The Roebuck and other 

* frigates Rationed againft the battery 
were equally well conduced 



) 



perintend the different nautfc fer- 
vices and preparations before-men- 
tioned. 

A' detachment from the, army under 
the command of Lord Cornwallis, 

"having been landed the 18th at Bil- 
Iingport, (where a port had been 
fome time before eftablrlhed) for at«* 
tacking the redoubt at Red-Bank, 
the enemy abandoned and blew up 
the work. They had parted feveral 

* of their gallies unperceived above the 
town of Philadelphia, in the night 
of the 19th, which proved very fa- 

4 vourabie for the purpofe ; and at- 
tempted to do the fame with the. reft 
of the gallies, and other water force* 
the following night : but being fea- 
fonably difcovered, they were oppofed 
with 10 much effect, by Lieutenant 
Watt of the Roebuck, (ordered by 
Captain Hammond, before my at- 



Greater caution being heceflary in rival, to take his ftation in the Dela- 



placitfg the Somerfet, that fhip could 
not be carried as far up the channel 
as the Ifis was advanced. 
^ The impreflion made by the batte- 
ries on Province Ifland (before Very 
confiderablc) being United with the 
well-dire£ed efforts from the Vigi- 
lant and Hulk, foon filenced the 
artillery of the fort ; and farther pre- 
parations being' in progrefs for open- 
ing the eftocade and forcing the 
works next morning, the enemy fet 
fire to and evacuated the fort during 

' the night.- r* 

The numbers of the enemy killed 
dnd wounded appeared to have been 
very confiderablc Thofe in the dif- 
ferent ftrips, as Rated in the annexed 

' return, were much left than could be 
fuppofed, particularly of the Ifis and 
Roebuck, which were ftruck many 
times from the gallies and works. 

As a farther evidence to their 
Lordfhips of the meritorious conduct 
of the ieveral officers therein named, 
I have added the General's concur- 
ring fentiments fignified to me on the 
occafion. Captain Duncan remained 

* feveral weeks with the army, td fu- 



ware prize, near the town) that, not 
more than three or four of the former 
appeared to have efcaped : and being 
otherwife unable to prevent the cap- 
ture' of the reft of their armed-craft, 
(confiiHng of two zebecques, the two 
floating-batteries, and feveral (hips, 
befidds fire veflels, amounting - to 
about feventeen in number) they were 
quitted and burnt. Lieutenant Watt 
having tefBfied great propriety and 
fpirit on this occaiion, I have conti- 
nued him in the command of the 
Delaware, retained a* an armed (hip 
in the fervice, to remain near the 
town of Philadelphia, where fuch. ad- 
ditional naval forte h paticularly re- 
quifite. / ■ 

A more accurate infce&ion of the 
obftructioas to the navigation of the 
river adjacent to Fort Ifland, becom- 
ing impracticable under the circum- 
ftances before-mentioned, two chan- 
nels were difcovered through which 
the tranfports, containing the pravi- 
fioris, ftores, and other necefiaries for 
the army, might proceed to Philadel- 
phia. They were ordered up the 
liver accordingly, to be afterwards 

fecured 
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fecured at the wharfs of the town, for 
the approaching winter months. .. 

The unfortunate event' of Lieute^ 
nant-general Burgoynefs operations 
with the Northern army terminating, 
as I am advifed by the Commander 
in Chief, with the furrender of thofe 
troops agretable to the tenor of a con- 
vention executed the 16th of laft 
O&ober, ha* rendered a fuitabie pro- 
vision neceflary to be made for tJieir 



) 



, Philadelphia* N.oyembet 17, 1777* 
My* Lord, " 
I cannot too highly acknowledge 
^thefignal fervices the army has' re- 
ceived from the perfeverance and ac- 

• tlvity of the officers and Teamen under 

• your Lordfhip's command* fince the 
King's troops entered I^iladelphia $ 
and I mall be happy, by your Lord- 
fhip*$ afliilance, $0 have my fentiment* 
of them made as acceptable, and ge- 



. conveyance to Europe. 4 P m pW .nerally known as poffiple, 



number of tranfports has been appro- 
priated for. that occafian. But as it 
would be fcarce practicable at this, 
feafon of the year ibr, light tranfports 
to gain the port of Bofton,. where the 
ejnbarkatioa is conditioned to take 
place, tranfports have been order- 
ed under convoy of the Raifonable 
.to Rhode Jfland ; that if the pro- 
posed alteration is adopted, and the 
troops can he embarked at that port, . 
they may be fooner rejeafed. 
The following.are copies of the papers 

referred to in the aforementioned , 

extract: . 
Return of the \ number of sun killed and 

wounded tm board. the different jbipj 

employed in the attack of the works 

*f tbt enemy on Fori Ifland, their 

armed craft, and, other defences 

ere Zed ta obftruft the p^ffage of the 

River Delaware, ox the 1 $tb day of 

November, 1777. 

Somtrfet. 5 Seamen wounded. . 

Ifis. 3 Seamen wounded. 

Roebuck. 3 Seamen killed, 7 ditto 
wounded. 

Ltti/rpoole. None. 

Pearl, 1 Mailer killed, 3 feamen 
wounded. 

Vigilant. 1 Midihipman, i fea^ 
men, killed ; lent from the Eagle. 

Cortrwallij Galley. 1 Second Maf- 
ter and Pilot wounded. 

Sloop commanded by Lieutenant 
Botham. None. 

Total killed — 6 
*— -» wounded — 19 



But my thanks are mj)re particu- 
larly dufe to Captain Duncan for His 
unwearied attention and judgment on 
all occafions ; and to Captain faenry 
and Lieutenant Botham for the gal-< 
lantry they difplayed on the 15 th in- 
fant, in the reduction of the enemy's 
work on Mud Ifland ; which I requeft 
your Lordfhip will be pleafed to com- 
municate to thofe gentlemen * in the 
moft difUnguifhed manner. 

In'thefe acknowledgments I beg to 
include the Captains and crews ofthe 
fhips in the Eaftern channel, contri- 
buting to the, fuccefs of the attack, 
more immediately affiftcd by the well 
direde^ fire of the Jfis. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) W. Howe* 

To vTf count Howe, l£c, Z$c. &c. 

. Whitehall* January 8, 1 778. 

The following is copy and extract 
of two letters from the honourable 
General Sir William Howe to Lord 
George Germain : 

Philadelphia, November 2$, 1777. 
My Lord, 

From a variety of difficulties at- 
tending the conftru&ion of additional 
batteries, in a morafs, againft the 
fort upon Mud Ifland, and in trans- 
portation of the guns and ftores, they 
were not opened againft the enemy's 
defences until the 10th inftant. On 
the 15 th, the wind proving fair, the 
Vigilant armed fiiip, carrying 16 
twenty-four pounders, and a hulk 
with three twenty-four pounders, got 
up to the fort through the channel 
between Province and Hog Ifland; 

thefe, 
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tftrfe, ajftfted by feyera! . fliips of war 
in theEaitcrn channel, as well as by 
the bakeries on fhore* did foch exe- 
cation upon the fort and collateral 
block-hdufes, that the enemy* drearf- 
iog an impending aflault, evacuated 
the ij(land In the night between the 



having wufc.hini prigadier-.general 
teflie and Patrifon. 



As foon as the neccflary prepara- 
tions were made, his Lordfhip pur- 
fued his march to attack fte enemy 
idtrenche4 at Red Bank- Upon his 
approach the rebels evacuated the 



jjth and »6th, and it was pofTefleoT poll, and retired to Mount Holly, 
the 16th at day-break by the grena- where they joirted a corps of obferva- 



<Uers of the guards* Much commert 
dation is due to Brigadier-general 
Cleaveland, to the officers and men 
of the corps of artillery, and to the 
troops in general employed upon 
this fervice, attended with great fa- 
tigue. 



tion, detached from the main -army 
of the rebels, encamped at WJiite 
Marih. His Lordfhip found in the 
enemy's worjes, cannon, ammuni- 
tion, and (tores* as per return, No. 
2. The intrenchments being demo- 
lifhed, jus corps returned i>y GIou- 



The enemy's fire upon the mips -of cefter on the 27th, and joined the 
war, the Vigilant and hulk, from army in this camp* 
two floating batteries, feventeen gal- ~~" 
Jies an4 armed veflels, and from a 
battery on the Jefey more, was ex- 
ceedingly heavy; but the gallantry 
difplayed by the naval commanders, 
their officers and feamen, on this oc- 
cajion, fruflrated dl their efforts, ani 
contributed principally to the reduc- 
tion of the -enemy's works. Permit 
jtye at the fame time to report to your 
Lordfhip, that the perfeverance of the 
officers and feamen employed in bring- 
ing up ftores from the fleet, under 
the con duel: of Captain Duncan, of 
the Eagle, demand my high«ft ac- 
knowledgments ; and that the Ser- 
vices they rendered were molt effen- 
Caj, and borne with theutmoft chear- 
fulnefs. 

I have the honour to inclofe a. re- 
turn, No. 1, of the cannon, and 
fores found in the fort. The ene- 
jny's lofs during the ftege is computed 
to.have been 400 killed and wounded. 
The lofs to the King** troops was 
.only feven killed and five wounded. 

On the 1 8th at night, Lord Corn- 
wallis marched with a corps from 
camp, and patted the Delaware on 
the 19th from Chefter to BillingV 
fort, where he was joined by Major- 
general Sir Thomas Wilfon, with a 
.corps that arrived a few days before 
from New- York under his command* 



The enemy's fhipping having no 
longer any protection, and hot finding - 
it advifeablp to attempt the paflage of 
the river, the channel being com- 
manded by the batteries of the town, 
and the Delaware frigate* they were' 
quitted without; being difinantlcdi an<I 
burnt on the night between the 20th 
and 21ft; but the galiies of a fmaller 
draught of water, by keeping dc*fe 
along the Jerfey more, efcaped, from 
the great breadth of the river. 

A forward movement againit the 
enemy will immediately take pkce$ 
and hdpe will be attended with the 
fuccefs that is due to the fpirit and 
activity of his Majeft/s troops. 

The paflage of the river, by the 
reduction of th£ two places aforemen- 
tioned, has been Arfficiently opened 
to bring up frigates and tranfports ; 
but the removal of the.chevau? de 
frife is poftppued to a, more favour- 
able featbn. 

Majar-general Sir Thomas Spencer 
AVilfcn 'having reprefented the very 
critical fituation of his private con- 
cerns in England j has my leave to 
return, and has taken charge of my 
difpatches to your Lofdfliip, *by thjs 
Eagle Packet; , 

With the moft perfect refpecT:, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
' W. Hows. 

■* Returns 
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Rrtvrni of erjnanct and Jfores found 
in Mud ijlkndfort, taken fnm the 
rebels by the %itigs Woofs the \6th 

■ bf Nonjembtr, 1777^ 

IRON ORDNANCE. 

On travelling carriages. \ Thirty- 

twb-pdumier ; i tWenty-four-fidcm- 

def ; * eighteen-^odhders, 2 unfer-; 

viceaWe; 1 twelite-pounckr,; 2 four-' 

run&ers. ' , 

Ori gSrtfftfft carriages: 14 Eight- 
rteuwdcrsi rufcfcMceabfe ; funk with 
afcow, fcf fbrfc, to. » •■ * 

S-H-O T. 
Routttf'toofe. 1475 Twenty-four-' 
trtttmtiers ; $£3 eighteen-pou riders ; 
16^ twelve-ponftders; 11 00 eight- 
jk>uiniefs ; r6 four-pounders. 

* Barr. £ > Thirty-tw6-'pounders ; 4. 
twehty-ftrur'-pttunyers j 169 eighteen-' 
J'otindfers. " 

- GTa^fe quilted. 12 Thirty-two- 
potmdtrs ; ' 81 eighteen-pounders ; 
io twelve-pounders ; 1 i'o eight- 
pounders; 8 four-pounders: 

* Fixed With powder for twelve- 
|)Otmders. ^ 1 "Cafe ; 9 grape. 
■' ISrfiail iron for cale. 4 cwt. 

■ Cartridges paper filled/ 65 Eight-* 
ponrtdeVs. " * 

■ Sponges. of forts, 36. 
ladles ditto, 9. ■" 
Vf r ad-4iooks,' 15. 
-Aprons of lead, 9. 
JLitrftocks, 6. * 
Badge barrels, 2. 

Samuel Cleaveland, 

ItKgadier-gerieral commanding 

ThiMelphldy [the Royal Artillery. 

*Return'df the artillery and military 
' Jfores fouiiJ in the Fort of Red 

Bani/the zzd of November, 1 777. 

6 Eighteen-pounders,* 1 unfervice- 
able ; 3 eighteen-pounders, mounted 
on truck carriages, 2 uriferviceable ; 
2 fix-pounders, mounted on ditto, 
*fpikc& and unfervkeable ; 1 four- 
jpounder, mounted on ditto, uhfer- 
viceable ; 1 four-pounder, mounted 
On ditto, with elevatinjg fcrew, fp;k- 
ed; 3 foiir-poUnders, mounted on 



503 • * 

ditto, funked; 1 three-pounder bn 
ditto, fjpikcd and unferviceabfe ; $ 
howitzer fwivels; 4 howitzer ditto, 
carried Off by a naval Captain; % 
fwivels; 1 travelling carriage for 
eighteen-jtounder; j ttocks carriage* 
for ditto; 1 travelling carriage fo* N 
nine-pounders ; 4 ditto For fix-poim- 
ders ; three limbers for ditto. 

s h or. 

Roarid. 536 Twenty-fbur-potm-' 
dtfrs; %\t eighteen-pounders; 156* 
twefve-poufrtiers ; "5 1 nine-pounders ; v 
ti fix-pounders; 1,301 four-ptron- 
rfeVs; 173 three-poiinders ; 20 one-, 
poutfders ; 32 ha Impounders. 

Barr-; 7 T Wenty-fonr-poundelrs j 
2*5 twelve^boufrders ; 50 nihe-pouit- 
cters; 65 tnTee-pounders. 

Grape quilted. 14 Twelre-poiin- 
dets; 54 fix-)3ouhders; 28 foil*-* 
potmders. 

Grape in bags, 24.' > 

Box of different natures, f. 

Roand fhot fixed to wood bottoms, 
J TwelYe-poundefs ; 6 fix-po'unders ; 
6 four-founders ; 16 three-pounders* 

Hand grenades, 18.' 

Wad-ho6ks." 1 Thftty-two-poun- 
der ; 1 fix-poiirtder. 

Spurige"s. 1 Six-pounder ; 2 fotfr- 
pounders. 

Aprons of lead, 4. 

Drag ropes, 3, 

Traverfing handfpikc, i. 

Pikes, 93. 

Intrenching tools, 30. 

Boxes with ball cartridges, 9. 

Cafe with mufquet bails, 1. 
James Pattison, Brigadier-gene- 
ral, Commander of the Royal 
' Artillery in North-America, 
Camp' at Woodbury, 

Nov. 23, 1777. 
Extract of a letter from General Sir 

William HoWe to LordGEOKGE 

G e r m a r w, dated Philadelphia, tht 

igth of November ', J 777. 

Theiaft accounts I have received 

from Rhode Ifland, mention a defcent 

which the enemy threatened upon that 

place aboitf the 30th of 'October, and 

"^ of 
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©f .considerable preparations they had 
made with that defign ; but the dif- 
pofition of the .Admiral and Major- 
general Pigot to oppofe them, toge- , 
tfcer with the fpirited behaviour of the 
inhabitants, who affbeiated for the v 
defence of Newport, induced them . 
to defifl and feparatc. 

[It was obferved by moft people, 
that the intelligence contained in the 
above Gazette, was very unworthy t 
of publifliing as an Extraordinary. 
Gazette, And even tjie intelligence/ 
fuch as it is, is given imperft£tlj*\ 
There is in it an extract of a letter 
from Rhode Ifland, but not a word 
from New- York.. It is , of more im- 
portance to know the ftate of New- 
York, than Rhode Ifland. Minifters' 
will not deny they have advices from, 
New-York; but they will not pub- 
lifh them, becaufe they are difagree- 
€tbh. New-York is furrounded by 
the enemy, and General Clinton de- 
fires to be recalled. Not a word is 
mentioned of the fkirmifh on Province 
Ifland, in which the King's troops 
were worfted; and for which, two 
officers of the King's army have been 
tried by a Court-martial, and broke.] 

Whitehall, Jan. 1 8, 1778. 

The following letter from the Hon. 
General Sir William Howe to Lord 
Geprge Germain, one of his Ma- 
jefty's principal Secretaries of State, 
was this morning received by the 
Earl Cornwallis, who arrived from 
Philadelphia in the Brilliant armed 
Jhip; 
Philadelphia, December 13, 1777. 
My Lord, 

Lord Cornwallis having applied for 
leave of abfence to attend his private 
bufinefs in Europe, I take this op- 
portunity of fending my difpatches 
- by his Lordfhip in the Brilliant arm^ 
e.d Jhip, 

Since my lad, the enemy being 
joined by upwards of four thoufand 
men, with cannon, from the Nor- 



thern army, aflembled their wholer 
force in a ftrong camp at White- 
marih, covered in part by Sandy 
Run, fourteen miles diftant froni 
hence, with their right to Wiffahi- 
chon-creek. 

Upon a prefumption that a for- . 
ward move might tempt the enemy,, 
after receiving fucn reinforcement,, 
to give battle for the recovery of this 
place, or that a vulnerable part might* 
be found to admit of an attack upon 
their camp, the army marched on 
the night of the 4th inftant, the van 
commanded by Lieutenant-general 
Earl Cornwallis, the main, body by. 
Lieutenant-general Knyphaufen, and 
on the next morning took poft upon 
Chefnut-hill in front of the enemy's 
right. The enemy foon after de-> 
tached a corps of 1 000 men to at- 
tack the light infantry polled in front 
under the command of Lieutenant- 
colonel Abercromby; the confe- 
rences of which was, that upon the 
nrft onfet of the 2d battalion of light 
infantry, and Dart of the ift, they 
were inilantly defeated, with the lofs 
of between 30 and 40 men killed and 
wounded, and a Brigadier made pri- 
foner. 

Not judging it advifeable to attack 
the enemy's right, the army, having 
remained in the fame pofition during 
the 6th, marched at one o'clock in 
the morning of the 7 th, the van and 
main body commanded as before, to 
take pofl on, Edge-hill, one- mile dis- 
tant from the enemy's left. A corps 
of one thoufand men, compofed of 
riflemen and other troops from the 
enemy's Northern army, were found 
by the van-guard polled on this hill 
with cannon. Lord Cornwallis im- 
mediately attacked with the 1 ft light 
infantry, fupported by the 33d regi- 
ment, and defeated this body, wjth 
a confiderable lofs of officers and men, 
their cannon narrowly efcaping. The 
thickneis of the wood where the re- 
bels were polled, concealing them 
from the view of the light infantry, 
occafioned 
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occafioned the lofs of one officer kill- diftant from hence. 



ed, three wounded, and between 20 
and ,30^ men killed and wounded, 
from their firft "fire 

Mnjor-general Grey with his bri- 
gade, light infantry of- the guards, 
Queen's rangers, Hefliari and'An- 
fpach chafleurs, took pott upon the 
left, in front of the enemy's centre. 
A detachment to harrafs this corps 
was immediately routed by the Ge- 
neral's advanced guard, compofed of 
r his light troops, with a lofs to the 
enemy of fifty killed and wounded. 

Your Lordlhip will fee, by the^in- 
clofed return, the lofs fuftained by* 
the King's troops in the above-men- 
tioned attacks 

The enemy's camp being as ftrong 
on their Centre and left as upon the 
right, their feeming determination 
to hold this petition, and unwilling 
to expofe the' troops longer to the 
weather in this inclement feafon, 
without tents or baggage of any kind 
for officers or men, I returned on the 
Sth to this place. The rear guard, 
under the command of Lord Corn- 
wall, quitted Edt^e-hill on the right, 
about four o'clock in the afternoon, 
without the fmalleft appearance of 
die enemy ; and ^Major-general Grey 
retiring from his poll at the fame 
time, without the leaft moleftation, 
the army arrived in this camp at nine 
o'clock in the evening. 

On the nth, at day-break, Lord 
Cornwallis, with Major - general 
Grant under his command, parted 
the Schuylkill with a ftrong corps, 
and the waggons of the army, to col- 
Ie&- forage for the winter fuppfy, 
which his Lordlhip accomplifhed, and 
returned yefterday evening. 

The enemy having quitted their 
camp at White-marfli fome hours be- 
fore Lord Cornwallis marched from 
hence, his Lord/hip met the head of 
their army at a bridge they had 
thrown over the Schuylkill, near to 
Matfon's-ford, about three miles be- 
low Swedes-ford, and fifteen miles 



Over this. bridge 
the enemy had parted 800 men, who 
were immediately difperfed by his 
Lordfliip's advanced troops, obliging 
part of them to re-crofs it, which oc- 
cafioned fuch an alarm to their army, 
that they broke the bridge ; and his 
Lordmip proceeded to forage without 
meeting with any interruption. 

The enemy's intention feems to be, 
to take their winter quarters at Car- 
lifie, York, and Lancafter, and pro- 
bably they may have a corps at 
Reading, and another at Burlington 
in Jerfey. 

The 71ft regiment, and regiment 
of Mirbach, are immediately to em- 
bark, to reinforce Sir Henry Clinton 
at New- York, upon his reprefenta- 
tion of a want of troops for the de- 
fence of that poft ; and I propofe to 
put the army immediately into winter 
quarters in this town, where there is 
fufficient room. 

Major-general Danirf Jones is ar- 
rived at New- York, and orders will . 
be fent to him to join this part of the 
army. 

With the moft perfect reflect, 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
W r Howi. 
Return of the At/led, wounded, and 

miffing, in the different Jkirmijbes, 

from the ^tb to the Sth of December 9 

177-7- 

\Jl Battalion of light infantry. ? 
Lieutenant, 2 Serjeants, i'i rank and 
file, killed '; 2 Lieutenants, 1 Ser- 
jeant, 25 rank and file, wounded \ 1 
rank and file, miffi?jg. 

Guards. 1 Rank and file, killed} 
1 rank and file, wounded; 4 rank 
and file, miffing. 

4th Regiment. 2 Rank and file, 
kitted y \ Lieutenant, 3 Serjeants, 9 
rank and file, wounded. 



7th Regiment, 
miffing. 

\ $th Regiment • 

tyth Regiment, 
miffing. 
Sis 



1 Rank and file, 

2 Rank and file, 

3 Rank and file, 
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2 $d Regiment. 3 Rank and file, 
miffing. 

z6tb Regiment, z Rank and file, 
miffing* 

%%tb Regiment. 2 Rank and file, 
wounded; z rank and file, miffing, 

lid Regiment. 3 Rank and file, 
wounded. 

lltb Regiment. 3 Rank and fik, 
miffing. 

+btb Regiment. I Rank and file, 
miffing. 

40th Regiment. 5 Rank and file, 

miffing* 

Queen s American Rangers. I Rank 
and file, killed ; 1 rank and file, 
/wounded; f rank and file, miffing. 
. Heffian Yagers. I Rank and file, 
killed j g rank and file, pounded. 

Royal Artillery. 3 Rank and file, 
/wounded \ I rank and file, miffing. 

Total. 1 Lieutenant, 2 Serjeants, 
,|6 rank and file, killed; 3 Lieute- 
nants, 4 Serjeants, 53 rank and file, 
wounded ; 33 rank and file, miffing. 
Names of Officers killed and wounded. 
. \ft Light infantry. Lieutenant 
Pennyfeather, 1 5 th regiment, killed; 
Lieutenant French, 2ad regiment, 
Lieutenant Ankettell, 17th regiment, 
wounded. 

A^tb Regiment. Lieutenant Weft, 
wounded. 

(Signed) W. Howb. 

[London Gazette. 

.' Burlington, (N. Jerfey) Dec. 24. 
.Head-quartens t on Schuylkill, Dec* 17. 
GENERAL ORDERS. 
The Commander in Chief, with 

the higheft fatisfaclion, expreftes his 
. thanks to the officers and foldiers for 

the fortitude and patience with which 
. they have fuitained the fatigues of the 
.campaign, 

Although in fome instances we 
, haye unfortunately failed, yet upon 

the whole, Heaven has fmlled upon 
r our arms, and crowned them with 

fignal fuccefs ; and we may on the 
, beft grounds conclude, that by a fpi- 

rited continuance in the meafure* ne- 



ceflary for oiir defence, we (hall finally 
obtain the end of our warfare, Inde- 
pendence t Liberty, and Peace. Thefe 
are blefiings worth contending for at 
a every hazard ; but we hazard nb : 
thing— the power of America alone, 
duly exerted, would have nothing to 
dread from the force of Britain. Yet 
we ftand not wholly upon our own 
ground, France yields us every aid 
we aflc ; and there are reafo:is to be- 
lieve the period is not very d.ftant 
when (he will take a mere active part, 
by declaring war again ft the rLitifh 
crown. Every motive, therefore, 
jrrefiftibly urges us, nay commands 
us to a firm and nun.ly p.rkvjrance 
in our oppofuion to our cruel oppref- 
fors— to flight difficulty, ' endure 
hardfhips, and condemn every danger. 
The General ardently wiihes it 
were now in his power to conduct the 
troops into thj beft winter quarters; 
but where are thefc to be found? 
Should we retire to the interior parts 
of the ftate, we mould find then} 
crowded with virtuous citizens, who, 
facrificing their All, have left Phila- 
delphia and fled hither for protection ; 
— to their diftreftes, humanity for- 
bids us to add. This is not all!— 
We ihould leave a vail extent of fer- 
tile country to be defpoiled and ra- 
vaged by the enemy, from which they 
would draw vaft fupplies, and where 
many of our firm * friends \vould be 
expofed to all the miferies of an intuit- 
ing and wanton depredation. — A train 
of evils might be enumerated, but 
thefe will fuffice. Thefe confideratibns 
make it ihdifpenfibly neceflary for 
the army to take fuch a po/ition as will 
enable it moft effectually to prevent 
diftrefs, and give the moft extenfive 
fecurity ; and in "that pofirion we muit 
make ourfelves the bell ftielterin cur 
power. With alacrity and diligence, 
huts may be ereftcd that will be warni 
and dry. In thefe the troops will be 
compact, more fecure againft fur- 
prizes, than if a divided ftate, and 
at hand to proteel the country. Thefe 

cogent 
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togtrji reifons have determined the 
General to take port in the neigh- 
bourhood of this camp, and influen- 
ced by them, he perftiadcs himfeif 
that the officers and foldiers; with one 
neartand one mind, will refolve to 
Jurmourtt every difficul y with a for- 
titude, and patience becoming their 
profefTion, and the facred caufe in 
which they art engaged. He himfeif 
wHl fhare the hardihips and partake 
of every inconvenience* 

The legiflature of New-Jerfey, at 
their laft "fitting at Prince-town, ap- 
pointed the honourable John Wether- 
fpoon, Abraham Clark, Jonathan 
Elmer, Nathaniel Scudder and Elias 
Boudinot, Efqrs. delegates to repre- 
fent this Hate in Congrefs. 
Bofton, December II. 

The following gentlemen are cho- 
fen by the General Aflembly of this 
Hate, as delegates to ferve in the Con- 
tinental tJongrefs, the enfuing year* 
viz. .Hon. John Hancock, Efq. Sa- 
muel Adams, Efq. John Adams, Efq. 
Robert T* Paine, Efq. Eldridge 
Gerry, Efq. Francis Dana, Efq. 
James Lovell, Efq. 



The Speech of his Excellency Governor 
Clinton, to the Affemhly of the 
State df New-Tori, at the opening 
of the SeJJion, in Kihgfion^ on Wed- 
nefday the \oth of December, 
Gentlemen of the Senate and Ge- 
neral Aflembly, 

The invafion of the ftate, on the 
nothern and welter n frontiers, and the 
profpect of an attack by General 
Howe, on the forfrefles on the High- 
lands, obliged me to prorogue the le- 
giflature, and to deny myfeTf the plea- 
sure of feeing our free and happy 
contlitution, fo early organized as I 
could have wifhed; This 1 was the 
more readily led to do, as well from 
the bufy feafon of the year, as the 
confidence, which the people juftly 
repofed in the abilities, and integrity 
of the gentlemen, in whom the admini- 
ftration of government was thea veiled. 



507 5 

At prefent, by the kind interposi- 
tion of Providence, the cloud which 
hung over us, feems in a great meafure . 
difpelled, and we have reafon to ex- 
pect a happy iffue to this campaign. 

The good conduct, and bravery of 
the garrifon of Fort Schuyler, fecond- 
ed by the intrepidity of the late gal- 
lant General Herkemer, and the mi- 
litia of Tryon county, have entirely 
fruftrated the deflgns of the enemy 
upon th^t part pf the ftate, and 
obliged them, after the lofs of a great 
part of their army, with the molt of 
their baggage and artillery, difgrace- 
fully to abandon their enterprife. 

The complete victory gained near 
Bennington, by the valour of the 
militia of New Hampfhire, Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay, and the North-Eaftera 
counties of this ftate, together with 
a fmall body of Continental troops, 
We have reafon to hope, will fecwre 
our northern frontiers. I have how- 
ever, thought proper, in order to 
ftrenghten the troops commanded by 
Major General Gates, to reprefs the 
incurfions of the favages, to embody 
part of the militia^ and march, them 
to the northward. I have alfo made 
a further draught for the protection 
of the expofej inhabitants of the 
.county of Weftchefter, and for the 
defence of the polls in the Highlands, 
which I have the pleafure of alluring 
you, are in fo refpectable a ftate of 
defence, as to promise us fecurity 
againft any attack on that quarter. 
This, together with the feveral ob- 
ftructions in IIudfon*s river, has pro- 
bably induced General Howe to al- 
ter his original plan, and to adopt 
another, which from the vigilance of 
his Excellency General Wafhmgton, 
and the fpiritof the fouthern militia, 
we have every reafon to hope, will 
prove equally abortive, notwithstand- 
ing the pofieffion of Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen of the Senate and Ge^ 
neral Aflembly, 

As the fecurity of every free ftate 

mull, under God, depend upon its in- 

S.($ z ternai 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 508 ) 



terna! ftrength, I take this early oppor- 
tunity to recommend to you, as a mat- 
ter of the utmoft importance, afpeedy 
revifion of the militia laws, which hav- 
ing been drawn at the commence- 
ment ofthiscontroverfy, are, from an 
alteration in circumftances, become 
inapplicable to our prefent fituation. 

The flate of our finances likewife 
claims your ferious attention. The 
want of ah organized government, 
has hitherto rendered it impoflible to 
make any provifion for finking the 
money, which' the war obliged us to 
ifTue, and we have thus accumulated 
a debt,, which, if neglected, will not 
only prove burthenfome to the flate, 
but flrike the credit of our currency, 
which itbehoves us f© much to fup- 
port. 

Yo.u will eafily perceive, Gentle- 
men, from the fcng fufpenfion of law, 
and the diforder incident thereto, the 
necetfity of making proper provifion 
for the fupport of government, on 
the vigour and dignity of which the , 
tranquility of the flate will in a 
great meafure depend. 

As the confutation has not pre- . 
fcribed the particular mode, in which 
elections are to be conducted, you 
will turn your attention to fome law 
for that very necefTary purpofe. , 

Without detaining you any longer 
at this time, I mall, Gentlemen, in 
the courfe of the feflion, take occa 
fion to lay before you, fuch other 
matters, as I conceive the neceflities 
of the State require. 
Gentlemen, 

The late convention having* in 
their plan of government, manifefled 
the moil fcrupulous attention to the 
freedom and happinefs of the people, 
and by marking the line between the 
executive, legiflative, and judicial 
powers, wifely provided for the fe- 
curity of each, it becomes ourv duty 
to Second their endeavours : and as 
our conduct will, in fome meafure, be 
a rule for thofe who are hereafter eii- 
trufted with the admin iilxation of go- 



vernment, let us remain within the*, 
fpveral departments in which the con^ 
flitution has placed us, and thereby 
preferve the fame inviolate, and re- 
pay the truil repofed in us, by our 
conilituents, when they made us the 
guardians of their rights. 

I do not urge this, Gentlemen, be- 
caufe I conceive the caution hecef- 
fary" to you, but to mew the impor- 
tant light in which I fee this object, 
and to convince you (however Un- 
equal I mav find myfelf to the talk) 
that it mail always be my flrenuous 
endeavour, on the one hand, to re- 
tain and exercife for the advantage of 
the people, the power with which 
they have inverted me ; on the other,' 
carefully to avoid the invafion of thofc 
rights, which the conilitution has 
placed in other perfons. 

Geo. Clinton. 
Kingfton, Dec. 10, 1777* 

By orJer of bis Excellency Sir He n r T 
Clinton, Knight of the moji ho- 
nourable Order of the Bath, &c . 
Whereas a Proclamation, iflued 
from this office, bearing date the nth 
inftant, giving notice to fuch inha- 
bitants of Long-Ifland and Staten* 
lfland, as were in want of fait, to 
cure the neceflary provifions for their 
family's ufe, the enfuing winter, that 
upon their producing to the fuperin- 
^tendant of this port, or his deputies, 
a certificate from the JufHce of Peace 
next to their place of refidence, that 
they were p roper perfons to be trufted, 
would be allowed to carry, from 
New-York, any quantity of fait, not 
exceeding three hujhels for a family. 
And whereas it appears, that the 
mode pointed out by the faid Procla- 
mation, for obtaining certificates^ is- 
inadequate to the purpofcs thereby 
intended; public notice is therefore 
hereby given, that fuch of the inha- 
bitants of Long-Ifland, 8cC. as mall 
hereafter apply, at this office, for the 
faid quantity of three bufhfls of fait, 
mull produce a certificate from the 
Commanding, 
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Commanding Officer of the King's 
froops, on Long-Ifland, of from a 
Field Officer of the militia of the 
county in which they refide, that they 
are proper perfons to he trufted y and 
that fuch of the inhabitants of Stateri- 
Ifland, as fhall hereafter apply for 
the fame quantity of fait, muft pro- 
duce at this office, a like certificate 
1 from General Campbell or General 
Skinner: and in order that due at- 
tention may b£ paid to this Procla- 
mation, authority -is hereby granted 
to any perfon or perfons, to feize all 
fuch fait as they may difcover, on 
hoard any veffel or crafty or that may 
he transporting hy land, through any 
parts of Longjjland or Staten-Ijland y 
unlefs*accompanied with a permiflion 
from this office T which fait fo feized 
/hall be the fole property of the per- 
fon or perfons feizing the fame. 
• Andrew Elliot, Superintendant. 
Superintendant *s Ojfice,^ 
Nov* 18, 1777. ' 

By Major-general James Robert-" 
son, Commandant of New-York , 

PROCLAMATION. 
In order that the poorer inhabitant's 
of this city may receive fome fupplies 
of wood at a reafonable price, I have 
appointed John Th'ompfon, Efq. 
of Brooklyn, to employ a number of 
perfons to cut wood on Long-Iiland 
tor that purpofe, and bring it down 
to the wharft neareft to where the ftid 
wood is cut: therefore fuch perfons 
as fhall produce proper recommenda- 
tions, will obtain orders from me to 
receive a proportion of the faid wood, 
on their paying to the faid John 
Thompfon, the charges of cutting 
and carting the faid wood, with an 
addition of four millings per cord for 
his troutle in this £■ rvice, 

James Robertson,, M. G. 

And Commandant of New-York. 



T'he following is copied from 
'Leyden, Gazette": 
We have been requefted on 
part cf the Commiilioners from 



the 

the 
the 



Congrefs, at Paris, to irffert the fol- 
lowing letter addrefTed to all Cap- 
tains v and Commanders of mips of war, 
or other armed velTels belonging co 
the United States of America : 
** Gentlemen, 

" Complaints having been brought?' 
to us of violences offered by American 
veflels, armed in neutral nations, in 
feizing vefTels belonging to their fub- 
jecls and carrying their flag, and ia 
taking thofe of the enemy while they 
were under the protection of the coaih 
of neutral countries, contrary to v the 
ufage and cuftom of civilized nations; 
thefe prefects are^to requeft you not 
to commit any inch violations, con-', 
trary to the right of nations, but 
to conform yourfelves to the exprefs 
powers in your commrffions, which is 
to limit yourfelves to the capture' of 
fuch veflels at fuch times as thermal! ' 
not be under the prbtecltbn Of a port, 
river, or neutral coalt, and confine 
yourfelves only to feizing fuch mips" 
as fhall have on "board fcldiers, atn- 
munrticn. provifions, or other con- 
traband merchandizes,- deitiried for 
the Britifti armies, and vefleis em.' 
ployed againft the United' States. Ixi 
all other cafes you will refpefl the 
rights'of neutrality as you woaid your- 
felves expect proteclton, and treat all 
neutral veffeh with the greatelt regard 
and friendship, for the honour of 
your country and' that of yoiav 
felves. '* " ' . 

•' We are, Gentlemen, 
'" ' Your moil humble fervants, • 
€e Benjamin Franklin, 
€t Sllas Deane, 
-** Arthur Lee, -. . "' 

Commiflioners of the Congrefs. 
At Paris , Nav* -z \ , 1 777. 

'The follo-'Jing is an authentic CoPV 

• of the Instructions given hy 

• Congress to the American Pleni^ 
potent iariesfent to ihefevet al Courts 

• of Europe* - 

In Congrefs, Dec, JO, 1 776. 
Refolved, . ... " 

That Ci mmiffioners be fent to the 
Courts 
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Courts of Vienna, France, Spain, 
Pruflia, and the Grand Duke of 
Tufcany. 

That the feveral Commiffioners of 
the United States be inflrudted to 
afliire the refpeclive tourts, that 
notwithilanding the artful and in- 
fidious endeavours of the Court of 
Great Britain, to reprefent the Con- 
grefs and Inhabitants of thefe Stages 
to the European powers, as having 
a difpofition again to fubmit to the 
Sovereignty of the Crown of Great 
Britain, it is their determination, 
ac all events, to maintain their In- 
dependence. 

That the Commiffioners be re- 
fpectively directed to ufe eVery means 
in their power, to procure the affiil- 
ance of the Emperor of Germany, 
and of their moil Chriflian, Catho- 
lick, and Prtfffian Majefties, for pre- 
venting Ruffian, German, and other 
foreign troops, from being fent to 
North America for hoflile purpofes 
againft the United States, and for 
obtaining a recall of thofe already 
fent. 

That his Moft Chriflian Majefly 
be induced, if poffible, to affift the 
United States in the prefent war with 
Great Britain, by attacking the 
Electorate of Hanover, or any part 
of the dominions of Great Britain in 
Europe, the Eafl or Weft Indies, 

That the Commiffioners be further 
empowered to Jlipulate with the Court 
of France, that all the trade between 
the United States, and the Weft 
India Iflands, fhall be carried on by 
veflels either belonging to the fub- 
je&s of his Moft Chriflian Majefly, 
or* thefe States, each having liberty 
to carry on fuch trade. 

That the Commiffioners be likewife 
inftru&ed to allure his Moll Chriflian 
.Majefly, that fhoulS his forces be 
employed in conjunction with the 
United States, to exclude his Blji- 
tanniGk Majefly from any fhare in 
the Cod Fifhery of America, by re- 
ducing the Iflands of Newfoundland 
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and Cape Breton ; and that fhipa 
of war be furniftied, when required, 
by the United^ States., to reduce Nova 
Scotia, the Fjftierj ihall be enjoyed 
equally, and in common, by th« 
fubjeets of his Moft Chriflian Ma- 
jefly, provided the Province of Nova 
Scotia, Jfland of Cape Breton, and 
the remaining part of Newfound- 
land, be annexed to the territory 
and government of the United ■ 
States. 

That mould the propofals, made 
as above, be inefficient to produce 
the propofed Declaration of War, 
and the Commiffioners are convinced 
and that it cannot otherwiie be ac- 
complished, they muft aKTure his Moft 
Chriitian Majeily, that fuch of the 
Britifh Weft India Iflands, as in the 
courfe of the war, fhall be reduced 
by the united force of France and 
thefe States, fhall be yielded an 
abfolute property to his Molt Chrif- 
tian Majeily. The United States 
engage, on timely notice, to fornifh 
at the cxpence of the faid States, 
and deliver at fome convenient port 
or ports, in the faid State, pro- 
vifions for carrying an expedition* 
againft the faid 1 Hands, to the amount 
of two millions of dollars, and fix 
frigates, mounting not lefs than 
twenty-four guns each, ' manned and 
fitted for fea ; and to render any 
other affiflance which may be in their 
power, as becomes good allies* 

That the Commiffioners for the 
Courts of France and Spain confult 
together, and prepare a Treaty of 
Commerce and Alliance, as nearly 
as may be, fimilar to the firfl pro- 
pofed to the Court of France, and 
not inconfiftent therewith, nor difa- 
greeabie to his Moil Chriflian Ma- 
jeily, to be propofed to the Court 
of Spain ; adding thereto* 

That if his Catholick Majefly will 
join' with the United States in a 
war with Great Britain, ■ they will 
affift in reducing to the pofleifion of 
ipain, the Town and Harbour of 
PenfacoU, 
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Penfacola, provided the citizens and 
inhabitants of the United States 
fhall have the free and uninterrupted 
navigation of the Miflifippi, and the 
ufe of the Harbour of Penfacola ; 
and will, provided it fhall be true 
that his Portuguefe Majefty has in- 
fultingly expelled the Vefiels of thefe 
States from his ports, or has con- 
fifcated fuch ve(Tels, declare war 
againit the faid King, if that mea- 
fure fhall be agreeable to, and fup- 
portcd by the Courts of France and 
fapain. 

That the Commiffioners for the 
Court of Berlin confult with the 
Commifnonersatthe Court of France, 
and prepare fuch Treaty or Trea- 
ties of Friendfhip and Commerce 
to be proppfed to the King of 
Pruflia, as mall not be difagreeable 
'%o their Moft Chriftian and Catholick 
Majeflies. 

Extract of the Minutes, 
\ Charles Thompson, 

SecretaryoftheCongrefs. 
By Order of the Congrefs, 

John Hancock, Prefident. 



The following is an authentic 
copy of, the letter which was fent to 
Lord Lord North, by the Plenipo- 
tentiaries of the United States of 
America : 

To the Right Hon* Lord North, Firft 
Lord of the ^Treafvryy Chancellor 
of the , Exchequer, and Principle 
Minifter of the King of Great Bri- 
tain* 

< x My Lord, 
* c From motives of duty and an 
carneft defire of mitigating the cala- 
mities of war, we propofed, near a 
year fince, to the King of Great Bri- 
tain's Ambaffador here, an exchange 
of prifoners in Europe. The anfwer 
we received mult have been made 
known . to your JLordfliip, and the 
world will judge of its decency. It 
would havt been honourable for that 



noble Lord, and happy for thou&nds, 
who have fince fufFered unnecefTarily, 
if he had confidered that moderation N 
is a mark of wifdom, and humanity 
an ornament to the higheit ftation* 
Thefe are the fentiments at leaft which 
have governed the Congrefs and peo- 
ple of the United States. They have 
wifhed that this war, into which t^ey 
entered with reluctance, might he 
diftinguifhed by the humanity witlj 
which it was conducted ; and that 
companion might heal the wounds 
that were inflicted. The records of 
Congreft, my Lord, were filled with 
proofs of tender care and attention, 
not only to the wants, but to the 
comfort and accommodation of their 
prifoners. 

" We have wifhed in vain to find 
fuch inftances in the acts of Britifh 
governments, for unhappily all ^we 
have feen on this fubject, is the pub- 
lie declaration of the governors and 
general who was thofen to commence 
this war that the American officers and 
foldiers fhould be treated with equal 
indignity, and all devoted, without 
diftinction, to the moll ignominious 
fate, in terms too low for us to re- 
peat. We have never heard of this 
proceeding, having been cenfured by 
. the government from which he de- 
rived his authority. Neither has the 
invitation to the Indian favages, at a 
public treaty, to drink the blood and 
feaft upon the body of thofe whom 
you call your fubjects, been ever dif- 
avowed. 

" It is an univerfal complaint, 
that the practices of thofe in autho- 
rity under you have been conform- 
able to the principles of thefe publlq 
acts. 

** Colonel Parker, a gentleman of 
rank, was thrown into a common gaol 
in Bofton, covered over with wounds, 
where he perifhed unpitied, for wan£ 
of the common comforts which his 
fituatioh and humanity required. 
" Colonel Ethan Allen was drag- 
ged 
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• gcd in chains, from Canada to Fng- 
land, from England to Ireland, from 
Ireland to Carolina, and from thence 
to New- York ; at a time when the 
officers taken from you, in the fame 
expedition, were treated not only with 
lenity, but every poflible indul- 
gence. 

«* The barbarous treatment of Mr. 
Lovel, in Bofton, has no parallel. 
Of the prifoners made in Fort Wash- 
ington, two thirds of them perifhed 

. by the unexampled cruelty and ri- 
gours of their captivity. Even 
in England, the fc verities which the 
American prifoners fuffcr, are, ac- 
cording to the telUmony of every one 
we have feen, cf the moft grievous 
kind. Stripes have been in flitted on 
feme, to make them commit the 
«$eepeil of all crimes, the fighting 
againft the liberties of their country. 
Numbers are now groaningin bond- 
age in Africa and India, to which 

, they were compelled by menaces of 
an immediate ignominious death ; as 
cen f rary to every rule of war among 
civilized nations, as to every dittate 
of humanity. 

•' It is with the greateft regret we 
mention thefe cruelties. For the 
honour of humanity, we hope they 
will not be committed again. Your 
Lordihip mnft know, that it is in the 
power of thofe we have the honour to 
reprefent, to make ample retaliation 
upon the numerous prifoners of all 
ranks in their pofTeilion ; and we 
warn and befcech you not to render 
it their indifpenfible duty. Upwards 
of five hundred Britifli.feamen have 
been generoufly treated, fet at liberty 
by our cruziers in thefe feas, and fent 

■ at the public expence to their coun- 
try We truff, you will think your- 
feives bouad to difmifs, an evjual 
number of fcamen taken in the fer- 
vice of the "United States. 

«' We alfo defire, that a perfon 
appointed bV us, may have permilTron 
to furnifh the fubjetts of the Uuiicd 



States, who are In your prifons, with 
the necelTaries they may want from 
time to time; and that a general 
cartel may be immediately fettled, 
by which the unfortunate on both 
fides may be relieved as foon as pof- 
fible from the miferies of imprison- 
ment. 

" We mull beg a fpeedy anfwer, 
that we may tranfmit ? without delay, 
the determination of your court to 
our conftituents. 

" We have the honor to be with 
the higheft refpeft, my Lord, 

" YourLordmip'smoft obedient, * 
" And molt humble fervants, 
" Benjamin Franklin. 
" Silas Deane. 
" Arthur Lee. 
" Commiflioners Plenipotentiary 
from the Independent and United 
States of America." 
PaJJiy near Parity 
Dec. 12, 1777. 

The anfwer received from govern- 
ment the 3d of January, 1778, on 
the fubjett of the American prifoners, 
is to the following effect : 

" His majefty's fervants tfo not n^ 
approve of the propofal of infpettors. 
They underftand the eftabliment of 
the prifoners to be what is ufual and 
proper in fuch cafes ; if there has 
, been any neglett, they have given 
Uriel orders to have it rectified, and 
they will always be ready to redrefs 
any complaints that mall be made. 
The priibners mall be permitted- to 
receive, under proper regulations, 
any charitable donations, in their fa- 
vor\ Befides this, government are 
difpofed, and have it in their inten- 
tions, as opportunity mall offer, to 
exchange them in Americea againft 
Britilh prifoners there. If any com- 
plaints are made through the hands 

of Mr. H y, or through any other 

proper channel, they will be taken 
into confideration, according to the 
cafe, and redreffed." 
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"• Whitehall \ March 1 7, 1778. 
Ce/jf of a letter from General Sir 
William Hgwe/o£o^George 
Germain, ' one of his Majefty's 
principal Secretaries of State, dated 
. «r Philadelphia, the 19th of Ja- 
nuary, 1778* 
MyLerd, 
The prefent appearance of the wea- 
ther encouraging me to hope the river 
will be fufficiently open in a few days 
to admit of a packet failing, I have 
prepared my difpatches to this date, 
and (hall fend them off without wait- 
ing for the receipt of thofe from your 
Lordfhip by the Lord Hyde packet, 
which I am informed by Sir Henry 
Clinton arrived at New-York on the 
ift inftant, and were detained upon a 
fuppofition that the navigation of this 
river would not be open for a ihip of 
force, and not thinking itadvifeable, 
to truft them in the packet, or in the 
armed vefiel bringing the advice. 

There has not any thing more ma- 
terial happened fince the departure 
of Lord Cernwallis, who I requefted 
to be the bearer of my laft difpatches, 
than the pafling a considerable detach- 
ment of the army acrofs*the Schuyl- 
kill on the 22d of December, to take 
poft on the heights of Derby, in or- 
der to cover the collecting and tranf- 
porting by water, as well as by land, 



a large quantity of forage which that 
country afforded. About 1000 tons 
were brought in, a quantity judged 
to be nearly fufficient for the winter 
confumption; and the detachment re- 
turned on the 28th ^ of December, 
without any further attempts from the 
enemy to retard the progrefs of the 
foragers, than from fmall parties 
fkulking, as is their cuftom, to feize 
upon the ftraggling «foldiers i — one of 
thefe parties, confuting of two officers 
and thirty men, were decoyed by two 
dragoons of the 17th regiment into an 
ambufcade, and made prifoners. 

On the 30th and 31 A of December 
the troops went into winter quarters 
in this 1 town, where they are well ac- 
commodated. 

The enemy's army, excepting a 
detachment of 1200 men at Wil- 
mington, is honed in the woods 
near Valley Forge upon the Schuyl- 
kill, 26 miles from hence, and in a 
very ftrong pofition* 

Cojonel Harcourt, who will have 
the honour of prefenting thefe dif- 
patches, has my leave to go to*England 
upon his private affairs, to whom I 
beg leave to refer your Lovdihip for 
the fulleft information that may b* 
required. 

I have the honour to be, &e. 

W. Howe. 



Lift of Ships taken by the Americans. 



Ships Names and-Mafters. 
Active, Mauger, 
Adventure, F00J, 
Adventure, Rawlinfon, 
Ainflie, 

Alexander, Welley,- 
Amelia, Tyrie, 
Amherft, Lorain, 
Amity's Regard, - 
Anne, Wilfon, 
Ariadne, Tracer, 
Aurora, Stewart, 
Betfey, Booth, 
Eetfey, Grant, 
Betfey, Gambiet, 



From and to 
Newfoundland to a market, 
Yarmouth to Cumberland. 
Ireland to New- York, 
• Halifax to Quebec. 

* Halifax to Jamaica. 
Senegal to Kingfton, 
Honduras to London. 
Weft-Indies to New- York. 
Newfoundland to Jamaica, ' 
Weft-Indies to Halifax, 
Liverpool to New-York. 
Africa to the Weft-Indies, 
Halifax to Quebec. * 

[ WeiWadie* re ^Jew-York. 

Ttt 



retaken. 



with^o.flaves, 



retaken. 



With 1 70 /laves. 



Betfey, 
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&t>ips from* mnd Uajterr. 
Betfey, Keagh, 
Betty, Dawfoit, 
Blade Prince, Cooke, 
Britannia, Wood, 
Brothers, 

Canadian, Bareinth, 
Charlotte, Stephens, 
Charlotte, Urban, 
Charming Elizabeth* 
Charming Peggy, 
Clifton, Collins, 
Concord, Mafon, 
Conftant,. Betfey, 
Count of Provence, Sheal, 
Darly, Rimmer, 
Difpatch, Le Geyts, 
Dolphin, Polberg, 
Dolphin, dewell, 
Dorothy, Muns, 



From anjl n 
Honduras to Jamaica. 
Liverpool to Dominica. 
Senegal to Dominica, . witfi a"i 5 flavra. 

Newfoundland to a market, discharged. 
Madeira to New- York, retaken. 

From Ifle da Madame, . retaken. 
Ireland to the Well-Indies, retaken. 
Weft-Indies to St. Auguftine's. 
Weft-Indies to New- York, 
Jamaica to New- York, ajohhds. rum. 

Africa to the Weft-Indies, with 300 flaves. 
New- York to the Weft-Indies. 
Leeward Iflands to Halifax, loopun. ofruna. 
Weft-Indies to- London, retaken. / 

Senegal to Dominica, full of Haves. 

Newfoundland to a market. 
On the Banks of Newfoundland, 
London to the Bay of Honduras* 



New- York to Jamaica, 



Emp. of Germany, Hawkins, Cor Ice to Bourdoaux. 



retaken. 



Endeavour, Hagget, 
Fair Lady, Taylor, 
Fame, Coats* 
Fanny, Gladwin, 
Fanny, a (how, 
Flora, Wallace, 
Flora, Robinfon, 
Fly, Bray, 
Fly, Burden, 
Fortune, Kenyan* 
Fox, a King's (hip, 
General Howe pnvateef , 
General Howe, Underwood, 
General Keppel, Mailers, 
George, Baker, 
George, Ellworthy, 
George, Wheaton, 
George, Bullfinch, 
Gloucester, Lawfon* 
Good Intent, Defper, 
Gunton, Jones, 
Harriet, Hayman, 
Hawke, Beit, 
Hazard, 
Hope, Butler, 
Hope, a fchooner, 
Howe, Baine, 
Howe, Underwood, 
Jamaica Packet, Humphreys, Grenada to London. 
James, Pierpoimt, Tobago to Halifax, 

[TV it C9*ti**$4} 



Liverpool to New- York. 

Gold Coaft to Jamaica, with 370, flavtt* 

St. Auguftine's to London* 

Miftifij>pi to London. 

Grenadoes to New- York. 

Leeward Iflands to St. Auguffine's. 

Newfoundland to a market. 

London to Senegal. 

Ditto to Weft-Indies. 

Ditto to Cadiz. 

Halifax to London, retaken* 

cruizing near Martinko, fitted out at Grenada 

Jamaica to New- York, retaken. 

for England. 

On the Banks of Newfoundland*. 

Newfoundland to a market. 

Bay Chaleurs to a market, 

Malaga to London. 

Newfoundland jo WerMndies* 

Newfoundland to Dominica. 

Yarmouth to America. 

Weft-Indie* to Liverpool, 

Newfoundland to a market* 

Corke to Jamaica, 

Newfoundland to a market. 

In the Delaware. 

Pcniacola'to Greenock. 



maken. 
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" ■ ■ an American account of the fame affair 

Breft, American Privateers faluted there 203 
Britons, confidered as Warring againft Li- 
berty, Virtue, and the Arts and Sciences 

54 
Brown, Col. his Letter to Gen. Gates — 458 
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— an Addrefs to the People of 158 
+ Gen. Gates's Letter to the Prefident 

of theCouneilof j- - 476 
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Parts of America - - 442, 
■ Account of the Siege of the Fort of 445 
Scorpion, a King's Ship, Prizes taken by 107 
Scotland,, alarmed by three American priva*- 
teen - - 174 
Servants and Apprentices in America hot to* 
bv inkfted' - - 294 
Skcneiborough, Lift of Veflfels taken and de- 
stroyed there - - 35S 
Shippen, Capt. buried • 73 
Ships taken (exclufive of thofe mentioned in 
the general Lifts) 55, 56, 68, 69, 70, 76, 
198, 231 
Smith, Mr*fwears Allegiance to the Congrefs 

a 7* 
Soldiers in Maffachufetts Bay fecured from 
Arrefts - - 63 

Solebay, a K ing's Ship,Pi;izes taken by her 1 04 
South-Carolina, Ordnance of . jy± 

Spaniards take an Ei>gli(h VcfTel near Gibraltar 

Spanuh 



Digitized by 



Googk 



t. u 

Spanifli-town, aSklrmifh there - yi 

Spencer, Gen. goes to Providence 69 

hit Accent of taking Gen. Prefcot 171 
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